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me, in the previous ruling it is imper-
missible to say anything about another
Member, or insinuate by innuendo any-
thing about the private life or aspects
of a Member.

But now what the Chair is saying is
it is all right to impugn motives by in-
nuendo of a whole group. Is that cor-
rect? So he can say it about the whole
group, but not to a Member, because
that is by innuendo he implied our mo-
tives and my motives.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. It is the
opinion of the Chair that the words do
not engage in personal innuendo
against any one Member, and Members
can engage in debate on political moti-
vation which is not—

Mr. VOLKMER. A book deal is not a
political motivation.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Let the
Chair finish—which is not personal.

The gentleman from Texas [Mr.
DELAY] may proceed.

Mr. DELAY. | think we all ought to
take a deep breath. It is quite evident
to the American people that from Jan-
uary 4 we have been working tirelessly
to get to the Contract With America.

GRIDLOCK REPLACED BY
TOTALITARIANISM

(Mr. WATT of North Carolina asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute.)

Mr. WATT of North Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, on last Wednesday at approxi-
mately 6 o’clock the Judiciary Com-
mittee, after 1 day of markup on the
balanced budget amendment, and with
the Democratic members of that com-
mittee having in excess of 20 amend-
ments to the bill that was pending,
closed debate and went home on
Wednesday afternoon.

On yesterday, congressional account-
ability came to the floor without the
benefit of any deliberations or debate
in committee. Today we stifle debate
on the floor of the Congress.

I would just say to the American peo-
ple that gridlock is being replaced in
this body by totalitarianism.

ADDITION OF NAME OF MEMBER
AS AN ORIGINAL COSPONSOR OF
HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION 1

Mr. BARTON of Texas. Mr. Speaker,
I ask unanimous consent to add the
name of our distinguished Democratic
colleague, the Honorable RALPH HALL
of Texas, as an original cosponsor to
House Joint Resolution 1, the tax limi-
tation balanced budget amendment
congressional plan. His name was inad-
vertently left off the original list
turned in on the day the bill was intro-
duced.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Texas?

There was no objection.

THE GAG RULE

(Ms. KAPTUR asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
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minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, today
freedom of speech on this floor is at
stake. Two weeks into this Congress we
see what gag rules are all about when
no Ethics Committee has been ap-
pointed by the Speaker, when Members
are purposefully muzzled in commit-
tees, when no hearings are allowed,
when witness lists are completely con-
trolled, we understand what a gag rule
is.

In doing our people’s business we
have a right to know where a new au-
thor’s personal interests, financial in-
terests get tied up with his public du-
ties. The deal for a $4.5 million advance
for three books not written, plus royal-
ties are signed with a company owned
by Rupert Murdock, the very man who
owns Fox News Network and could di-
rectly benefit by the obliteration of
public television and radio, positions
that the top official in this House has
already publicly said he supports.

So we trade Big Bird and Barney for
the gag rule.

THE MINORITY IS ATTEMPTING TO
GAG THE AMERICAN PEOPLE

(Mr. PAXON asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. PAXON. Mr. Speaker, the pre-
vious speaker mentioned a gag rule. It
is the minority party that is attempt-
ing to put a gag rule on the will of the
American people.

The American people want the un-
funded mandates legislation brought to
the floor today. But what is the minor-
ity party trying to do? Adjourn the
House so that legislation cannot come
to the floor of this august body.
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Since election day, it is the game the
minority party has tried to play. They
did not understand what happened on
election day. The contract will con-
tinue to move ahead.

And one other point, the distin-
guished gentlewoman brought up the
point of the ethics committee. We are
waiting on the minority leader to move
that body forward, not the Speaker or
the majority.

THE GAG RULE

(Mr. STUPAK asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. STUPAK. Mr. Speaker, | came
here today to speak of unfunded man-
dates, but | must point out to the
American people that there was no leg-
islation ready to come to the House
floor this week or today or tomorrow.
It will not be until Friday.

But now | must speak of a new gag
rule which is being implemented in
this House. The gag rule in this House,
and this Chamber, is that the media
can truthfully report to the American
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people, but a duly elected Member of
this body, of this Congress, cannot re-
port from this floor to his or her con-
stituency the latest press reports on
the Speaker’s book deal.

So let me remind any Speaker in this
chair that the Members of this side of
the aisle will not be gagged, we will not
be silenced, we will not be intimidated,
we will continue to question all actions
of anyone who does not conform to the
high standards expected by the Amer-
ican people and of this institution.

Free speech will not be squelched to
protect anyone.

WE REMAIN DETERMINED

(Ms. MOLINARI asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. MOLINARI. Mr. Speaker, there
have been a lot of facts that have been
ignored in this recent debate.

Fact No. 1, there was, up until this
point in time, a lot of work that was
going on, no, not on the House floor
but in committee meetings.

Five subcommittees of Appropria-
tions were attempting to meet today;
the Economic and Educational Sub-
committee was meeting on welfare re-
form; National Security, the Resources
Committee. Rules is meeting to deliver
the unfunded mandates bill to the
floor. Small Business and Ways and
Means. Those are important motions
that are going on outside the House
floor that have been delayed.

Fact No. 2, the people who ruled the
so-called gag order was the Par-
liamentarian that was hired by the mi-
nority party, not by the Republicans.

And, fact No. 3, we, the Republican
Party, admit our work today has been
delayed, but the fact is we remain de-
termined.

A GAG RULE IS BEING IMPOSED

(Mr. DINGELL asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. DINGELL. Mr. Speaker, | came
here to the House floor to discuss the
unfunded mandates question. But a
much more important question is be-
fore this body.

This is not the Duma, this is not the
Reichstag. This is the House of the peo-
ple, and in the 40 years that | have
served here, it has been my pride that
we have had free and open debate, and
that great questions, including ques-
tions of the propriety and the behavior
of Members of this body, could be dis-
cussed on the floor in an appropriate
fashion.

Today we find that that cannot be.
Members on this side get the distinct
impression that a gag rule is being im-
posed and that Members of this side
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