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as an effort to deny the American peo-
ple the right to decide the President’s
fate at the ballot box.

To transform impeachment into a
partisan political weapon is to dimin-
ish and undermine its critical constitu-
tional role.

Despite the factions which formed
during this impeachment trial, I re-
main optimistic about the direction of
our Nation. For all the bitter partisan
emotions this impeachment process
has enflamed, this Congress now has
the opportunity to move on and focus
on forging consensus to conduct the
business of the American people. Con-
gress has recently demonstrated this
ability—enacting historic criminal jus-
tice reform, agreeing on reforms to im-
prove the delivery of healthcare to our
brave veterans, and approving a fair
and free trade deal with America’s two
largest economic partners, producing a
win for American workers and con-
sumers.

I hope, when the record is written of
this impeachment, that history will
say that the Senate ultimately re-
tained the high bar which must be met
to remove a President, that the Senate
rejected the temptation to normalize
the impeachment process for partisan
political gain, and that Congress
turned the page following the Presi-
dent’s acquittal to prioritize the needs
of the American people and, in turn,
solve the most pressing challenges fac-
ing our great Nation.

————

TRIBUTE TO ROBERT J. JACKSON,
JR.

Mr. BROWN. Madam President, I rise
to express my appreciation for the
work of Securities and Exchange Com-
mission: Robert J. Jackson, Jr. Com-
missioner Jackson stepped down ear-
lier this month from the SEC, having
served with distinction since December
2017. He returns to teaching, having
made many valuable contributions to
policy debates at the SEC and beyond.

Mr. Jackson is no stranger to public
service. Prior to his work at the SEC,
he served in the Treasury Department
as the Nation emerged from the finan-
cial crisis. Mr. Jackson has led by ex-
ample, working diligently to ensure
the SEC fulfills its three-part mission,
particularly the protection of investors
in an increasingly complex market-
place. As an outspoken voice on behalf
of investors, Mr. Jackson stressed the
importance of clear and sensible rules
that put investors first, combined with
a pragmatic understanding of how mar-
kets work.

Mr. Jackson brought a law profes-
sor’s analytical approach to his respon-
sibilities as a Commissioner. His care-
ful and thoughtful work digging
through data, developing original re-
search, and presenting it in a clear and
insightful manner provided the SEC
and other policymakers with critical
information and a valuable perspective
with which to consider some of the
most difficult questions in securities
laws.
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Over the years, Commissioner Jack-
son has been a leader on the issue of
corporate political spending disclosure.
He has helped to focus the conversation
on how to think about reasonable and
material disclosure as our political
system has become awash in dark
money. Similarly, Mr. Jackson’s study
of trends in stock buybacks and the po-
tential for abuse by corporate execu-
tives raised many issues that merit ad-
ditional consideration by regulators
and lawmakers.

I would like to lead my colleagues in
wishing Mr. Jackson the best of luck as
he returns to academia. I expect that
he will continue his insightful research
and scholarship to benefit investors
and make markets more efficient. The
SEC benefited from Commissioner
Jackson’s tenure, and we know his stu-
dents will benefit, too.

————
TRIBUTE TO KIMBERLY
HAZELGROVE
Mr. BROWN. Madam President,
today I rise to honor Kimberly

Hazelgrove for her service and sac-
rifices for our country and her success-
ful efforts to advocate for families like
her own who lost loved ones serving
our Nation.

Kimberly Hazelgrove is a former ser-
geant first class in the U.S. Army. In
2004, her husband, Chief Warrant Offi-
cer 2 Brian Hazelgrove was killed in a
helicopter crash near Mosul, Iraq. That
loss was devastating enough, but after
his death, Ms. Hazelgrove also lost the
military benefits her family earned
serving the United States and that she
needed to support her family. They lost
those benefits because of a 1970s-era
law that causes Gold Star families to
lose out on financial benefits that their
spouses paid into and earned.

For 16 years, Ms. Hazelgrove advo-
cated on Capitol Hill for the repeal of
that law, the Survivor Benefit Plan-
Disability and Indemnity Compensa-
tion offset, while raising her family as
a single mother. She said, ‘I was angry
. . . Very angry for the inequities that
I was seeing, not only for myself, but
for a lot of my friends going through it
and it just lit a fire, and I found a
stronger voice than I had before.”

My office and I met with Ms.
Hazelgrove and took up her cause. Gold
Star families like hers have sacrificed
so much for this country and nothing
should get in the way of providing
them with benefits that they have paid
into and earned. We worked together
with colleagues on both sides of the
aisle to write legislation that will fix
this, and this past December, because
she never gave up, we got it done. We
passed a fix in the Senate, and the
President signed it into law. Because of
Ms. Hazelgrove’s perseverance and
strong advocacy, 67,000 military
spouses will now get the benefits they
have earned to support themselves and
their families.

Thank you, Kimberly, for raising
your voice and for all the work you do
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to fight for fellow Gold Star families. I
am sure my Senate colleagues will join

me in honoring Ms. Kimberly
Hazelgrove for her exemplary efforts.
————

REMEMBERING JEFFREY
HAMMOND LONG

Mr. BLUMENTHAL. Madam Presi-
dent, I rise today to pay tribute to Jef-
frey ‘“‘Jeff”’” Hammond Long, an out-
standing public servant and friend to
many. Sadly, Jeff passed away on July
8, 2018. He was critically injured by a
truck while riding his bike in Wash-
ington the previous day. Today, in
honor of what would have been his 38th
birthday, I wish to recognize Jeff’s leg-
acy of positivity.

Born in New York City, Jeff enrolled
at Brunswick School in Greenwich, CT.
Throughout his many years there, Jeff
set an example for his fellow students.
Not only did he mentor younger mem-
bers of the community and cocaptain
the lacrosse team, but he also served as
president of the student body. Even
after graduation, Jeff continued to
serve the school as a result of the
foundational experience he had at
Brunswick.

Jeff studied at Hamilton College,
where he was vice president of the stu-
dent body and an Arthur Levitt Schol-
ar. During his time at Hamilton, Jeff
began his remarkable dedication to
public service by interning for former
President Clinton at the Clinton Foun-
dation’s New York office, as well as for
Secretary Kerry’s Presidential cam-
paign and his U.S. Senate office.

I had the pleasure of first meeting
Jeff in 2010. He worked in my Senate
office for many years, serving as a leg-
islative assistant on the energy, envi-
ronment, and transportation portfolio.
Jeff routinely demonstrated his ex-
traordinary commitment to helping
the people of Connecticut and the Na-
tion. A diligent and bright member of
my team, he always put the needs of
others before his own, focusing on serv-
ing the people of Connecticut with tire-
less care and patience.

His incredible wife, Kaylie—another
Connecticut native and devoted public
servant—continues to honor his mem-
ory by doing acts of kindness on Jeff’s
birthday. She and their friends are
guided by his motto: “It’s cool to be
nice.”

Jeff’s natural inclination to support
others and bring smiles to people’s
faces touched countless lives from Con-
necticut to DC, and everywhere in be-
tween. He helped everyone around him
find a positive side to any situation or
take a moment to appreciate even the
smallest parts of life.

I am grateful for the considerate and
warm outlook Jeff brought wherever he
went, and I know his memory will for-
ever serve as a model of selflessness
and unfailing devotion. My wife Cyn-
thia and I extend our warmest
thoughts to Kaylie, as well as to Jeff’s
parents, Nancy and David, and I hope
my colleagues will join me in acknowl-
edging Jeff’s incredible impact.
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