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The Senate met at 9:30 a.m. and was
called to order by the Honorable
LAMAR ALEXANDER, a Senator from the
State of Tennessee.

———

PRAYER

The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-
fered the following prayer:

Let us pray.

Eternal God, a light to a dark world,
we honor and praise Your Name.

Lord, continue to guide our Senators.
Use them to bring a little more light
and truth to our Nation. Help them to
remember that Your timing is not
their timing, but Your providence will
prevail. May they embrace the de-
mands of a life of integrity, a life that
refuses to give in to fear, hypocrisy,
and hatred. Lord, You are our strength
and shield, and we trust You to guide
our steps.

We pray in Your strong Name. Amen.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The Presiding Officer led the Pledge
of Allegiance, as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———

APPOINTMENT OF ACTING
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will please read a communication
to the Senate from the President pro
tempore (Mr. GRASSLEY).

The legislative clerk read the fol-
lowing letter:

U.S. SENATE,
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE,
Washington, DC, February 13, 2020.
To the Senate:

Under the provisions of rule I, paragraph 3,
of the Standing Rules of the Senate, I hereby
appoint the Honorable LAMAR ALEXANDER, a
Senator from the State of Tennessee, to per-
form the duties of the Chair.

CHUCK GRASSLEY,
President pro tempore.

Senate

Mr. ALEXANDER thereupon assumed
the Chair as Acting President pro tem-
pore.

———

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the
leadership time is reserved.

———

CONCLUSION OF MORNING
BUSINESS

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Morning business is closed.

————————

LEGISLATIVE SESSION

DIRECTING THE REMOVAL OF
UNITED STATES ARMED FORCES
FROM HOSTILITIES AGAINST
THE ISLAMIC REPUBLIC OF IRAN
THAT HAVE NOT BEEN AUTHOR-
IZED BY CONGRESS—Resumed

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the
Senate will resume consideration of
S.J. Res. 68, which the clerk will re-
port.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A joint resolution (S.J. Res. 68) to direct
the removal of United States Armed Forces
from hostilities against the Islamic Republic
of Iran that have not been authorized by
Congress.

Pending:

Cramer (for Cruz) Amendment No. 1301, to
amend the findings.

Cramer (for Reed) Amendment No. 1322, to
amend the findings.

Cramer (for Cotton) Amendment No. 1305,
to exempt from the termination requirement
United States Armed Forces engaged in oper-
ations directed at designated terrorist orga-
nizations.

Cramer (for Risch) Amendment No. 1314, to
amend the findings.

Cramer (for Rubio/Risch) Amendment No.
1320, to amend the findings.

Cramer (for Sullivan) Amendment No. 1319,
to amend the rule of construction.

RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY LEADER
The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
B00ZMAN). The majority leader is rec-
ognized.
TRIBUTE TO BOB SWANNER

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, ear-
lier this week, I offered thanks to a
long list of Senate officers and staff
who helped this body fulfill our unique
constitutional responsibilities in re-
cent weeks, but we are soon saying
goodbye to one of those distinguished
servants of the U.S. Senate. So I would
like to begin this morning by sharing
my gratitude and the whole Senate’s
gratitude for Bob Swanner.

Bob first joined the staff of the Sen-
ate Recording Studio more than two
decades ago. Back then, he was already
somewhat of an expert in designing and
constructing television and radio stu-
dios. In fact, I understand that his
record was so impressive that he was
offered the job on the spot, and as any-
one knows who has worked with Bob
for even a few minutes, he has spent
every day since then demonstrating
how lucky we were to have him on
board.

By his second year on the job, Bob
had already successfully spearheaded
the transition of Senate broadcasts to
high-definition TV, and he didn’t stop
there. Over the past two decades, Bob
has guided the overhaul of the camera
and audio systems in every Senate
hearing room. He masterminded the de-
sign of the new Senate Recording Stu-
dio’s facilities in the Capitol Visitor
Center, and he has made sure that
speeches here on the floor are delivered
under only the best TV lighting.

Let’s face it—Hollywood, this place is
not. Frankly, capturing a U.S. Sen-
ator’s ‘‘good side’” is not always an
easy assignment, but as Bob knows
better than anyone, our audio-visual
capabilities in this institution are not
about glamor; they are about civics.
They are about making sure the Amer-
ican people can look and listen to their
government.
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