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the Affordable Care Act plan. Make 
sure you are signing up for a regulated, 
Affordable Care Act plan. That is a 
plan that is bronze or silver or gold, 
not one of these junk short-term plans 
that is not going to be right for the 
vast majority of Americans. 

It is not too late. Sunday is the dead-
line. If you are in Connecticut, make 
sure to go to Access Health CT or your 
State exchange, if your State runs an 
exchange. If not, you can get 
healthcare through 
www.healthcare.gov. 

I yield the floor. 
I suggest the absence of a quorum. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will call the roll. 
The bill clerk proceeded to call the 

roll. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Oklahoma. 
Mr. LANKFORD. I ask unanimous 

consent that the order for the quorum 
call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. LANKFORD. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the vote 
scheduled at 1:45 p.m. begin right now. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

VOTE ON HAHN NOMINATION 

The question is, Will the Senate ad-
vise and consent to the Hahn nomina-
tion? 

Mr. LANKFORD. I ask for the yeas 
and nays. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a 
sufficient second? 

There appears to be a sufficient sec-
ond. 

The clerk will call the roll. 
The bill clerk called the roll. 
Mr. THUNE. The following Senators 

are necessarily absent: the Senator 
from North Carolina (Mr. BURR), the 
Senator from Georgia (Mr. ISAKSON), 
the Senator from Kansas (Mr. MORAN), 
and the Senator from Kentucky (Mr. 
PAUL). 

Further, if present and voting, the 
Senator from Kansas (Mr. MORAN) 
would have voted ‘‘yea.’’ 

Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the 
Senator from New Jersey (Mr. BOOKER), 
the Senator from Illinois (Ms. 
DUCKWORTH), the Senator from Cali-
fornia (Ms. HARRIS), the Senator from 
Minnesota (Ms. KLOBUCHAR), the Sen-
ator from Vermont (Mr. SANDERS), and 
the Senator from Massachusetts (Ms. 
WARREN) are necessarily absent. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Are there 
any other Senators in the Chamber de-
siring to vote? 

The result was announced—yeas 72, 
nays 18, as follows: 

[Rollcall Vote No. 397 Ex.] 

YEAS—72 

Alexander 
Baldwin 
Barrasso 
Bennet 
Blackburn 
Blunt 
Boozman 
Braun 

Brown 
Capito 
Cardin 
Carper 
Casey 
Cassidy 
Collins 
Coons 

Cornyn 
Cortez Masto 
Cotton 
Cramer 
Crapo 
Cruz 
Daines 
Durbin 

Enzi 
Ernst 
Feinstein 
Fischer 
Gardner 
Graham 
Grassley 
Hawley 
Hoeven 
Hyde-Smith 
Inhofe 
Johnson 
Jones 
Kaine 
Kennedy 
Lankford 

Lee 
Manchin 
McConnell 
McSally 
Menendez 
Murkowski 
Murphy 
Perdue 
Peters 
Portman 
Risch 
Roberts 
Romney 
Rosen 
Rounds 
Rubio 

Sasse 
Scott (FL) 
Scott (SC) 
Shaheen 
Shelby 
Sinema 
Sullivan 
Tester 
Thune 
Tillis 
Toomey 
Van Hollen 
Warner 
Whitehouse 
Wicker 
Young 

NAYS—18 

Blumenthal 
Cantwell 
Gillibrand 
Hassan 
Heinrich 
Hirono 

King 
Leahy 
Markey 
Merkley 
Murray 
Reed 

Schatz 
Schumer 
Smith 
Stabenow 
Udall 
Wyden 

NOT VOTING—10 

Booker 
Burr 
Duckworth 
Harris 

Isakson 
Klobuchar 
Moran 
Paul 

Sanders 
Warren 

The nomination was confirmed. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 

the previous order, the motion to re-
consider is considered made and laid 
upon the table, and the President will 
be immediately notified of the Senate’s 
action. 

The Senator from South Dakota. 
f 

LEGISLATIVE SESSION 

MORNING BUSINESS 

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Senate 
proceed to legislative session and be in 
a period of morning business, with Sen-
ators permitted to speak therein for up 
to 10 minutes each. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

PALLONE-THUNE TRACED ACT 

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, every 
American has had to deal with annoy-
ing and illegal robocalls. All of us have 
been interrupted at one time or an-
other by a robocall’s announcing ‘‘You 
have won a prize’’ or claiming to need 
important banking information so that 
our accounts will not be closed. These 
calls are a major nuisance. Of course, 
they are not just a nuisance. Too many 
Americans fall victim to sophisticated 
robocall scammers and have their 
money or identities stolen. These indi-
viduals spend months or years strug-
gling to get their lives back after fall-
ing prey to these scammers. 

There are currently laws and fines in 
place to prevent scam artists from 
preying on people through the tele-
phone. Unfortunately, these measures 
have not been sufficient. In many 
cases, robocall scammers simply build 
the current fines into the cost of doing 
business, and the Federal Communica-
tions Commission’s enforcement ef-
forts are hampered by a tight time win-
dow for pursuing violators. 

I have been working on this issue 
since my time as chairman of the Com-

mittee on Commerce, Science, and 
Transportation, and at the end of last 
year, I introduced the Telephone 
Robocall Abuse Criminal Enforcement 
and Deterrence Act, or the TRACED 
Act, with my colleague Senator MAR-
KEY. 

The Senate passed our bill in May, 
and last week our bill was passed by 
the House of Representatives. The 
TRACED Act provides tools to discour-
age illegal robocalls, protect con-
sumers, crack down on offenders. 

Criminal prosecution of illegal 
robocallers can be difficult. Scammers 
are frequently based abroad and quick-
ly shut down shop before authorities 
can get to them, but I believe we need 
to make sure there is a credible threat 
of criminal prosecution and prison for 
those who use robocalls to prey upon 
the elderly and other vulnerable Amer-
icans. 

The TRACED Act convenes a work-
ing group with representatives from 
the Department of Justice, the Federal 
Communications Commission, the Fed-
eral Trade Commission, the Depart-
ment of Commerce, the Consumer Fi-
nancial Protection Bureau, State at-
torneys general, and others to identify 
ways to criminally prosecute illegal 
robocalling. 

In the meantime, it expands the win-
dow in which the FCC can pursue 
scammers and levy fines from 1 year to 
4 years. 

The bill also makes it easier for your 
cell phone carrier to lawfully block 
calls that aren’t properly authenti-
cated, which will ultimately help stop 
scammers from getting through to 
your phone in the first place. 

The TRACED Act also tackles the 
issue of spoof calls, where scammers 
make the call appear as if it is coming 
from some known number. 

I remember an article from my home 
State a couple of years ago that re-
ported that scammers had successfully 
spoofed the number of the Watertown 
Police Department. To anyone who re-
ceived a call, it looked as if it really 
was the Watertown Police Department 
calling. 

The TRACED Act also addresses the 
issue of so-called one-ring scams, 
where international scammers try to 
get individuals to return their calls so 
they can charge them exorbitant fees, 
and it directs the Federal Communica-
tions Commission to convene a work-
ing group to address the problem of il-
legal robocalls being made to hospitals. 

There are numerous stories of hos-
pital telephone lines being flooded with 
robocalls, disrupting critical lines of 
communication, literally, for hours. 
This can’t be allowed to go on. 

I want to thank Senator MARKEY for 
partnering with me on the TRACED 
Act, and my House colleagues for ad-
vancing this legislation. I am proud of 
the bipartisan support our bill has re-
ceived in both Houses of Congress. 

One last step remains before we can 
get this bill to the President’s desk, 
and that is Senate passage of the final 
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