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joy of my life,’’ she once said, ‘‘I believe it is 
there that one lays the beginning of a sound 
education foundation upon which a child can 
continue to learn successfully.’’ 

Marie continued her passion for literacy by 
participating in the Each One Teach One pro-
gram which aims to improve early literacy by 
building vocabulary through hands-on commu-
nity projects. This program allows students to 
contribute to their communities while building 
topical vocabulary. 

To Marie’s four children, to her entire family, 
and to all those who loved and admired her, 
I share my condolences and my gratitude for 
the exceptional dedication and progress made 
possible by Marie’s life and work. 

f 

TRIBUTE HONORING VICTORIA 
BARNES ANDERSON 

HON. JAMES E. CLYBURN 
OF SOUTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, December 6, 2019 

Mr. CLYBURN. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to pay tribute and wish a happy birthday 
to a Centenarian and constituent who serves 
as an example for how we all might live to see 
100 years of life. Mrs. Victoria Barnes Ander-
son is celebrating this remarkable milestone 
on December 23, 2019, an added blessing 
during our nation’s most joyous season. 

The daughter of a foreman, Mrs. Anderson 
grew up on a sharecropper’s farm in Pineville, 
South Carolina, and was the fifth of eight chil-
dren born to parents, William and Mariah 
Barnes. She attended Barhill Elementary 
School and later Dubass in Bonneau. She was 
forced to quit school in the sixth grade when 
the bus service stopped. However, she later 
went back to school at night so she could help 
her children with their homework. 

She was married to the late James Ander-
son, and the couple was blessed with eight 
children. To support the family, she was a do-
mestic worker earning just $5 to $10 per day. 
The family did not have much, but never went 
without. The Andersons were able to put three 
children through college, an accomplishment 
she attributes to the Grace of God. 

Since she was a young child, Mrs. Ander-
son has had a great faith. She attended Sun-
day School and church at the Good Shepherd 
Reformed Episcopal Church until her mar-
riage, when she joined Bethel United Meth-
odist Church. She has been a member there 
for 81 years, participating in many ministries: 
Junior and Senior Choir, Vice President and 
President of United Women, Women’s Day 
Program Chairperson, Prayer Band Member, 
and Harvest Day Program Co-Founder. Mrs. 
Anderson frequently says, ‘‘I’ve been serving 
the Lord a long, long time, and I’m not tired 
yet.’’ 

During her more active days, Mrs. Anderson 
had a number of hobbies such as gardening, 
canning, and cooking. She still cooks from 
time to time with family assistance. Mrs. An-
derson enjoys singing and her favorite song is 
‘‘Your Grace and Mercy.’’ As a devout Chris-
tian, Mrs. Anderson’s favorite book is the 
Bible, and her favorite scripture is Psalm 27, 
‘‘The Lord is my light and my salvation, whom 
shall I fear?’’ 

Mrs. Anderson has lived through six wars 
and 18 presidents. She says the proudest mo-

ment in her life was witnessing the election of 
President Barack Obama. Mrs. Anderson 
never imagined she would see the election of 
the first African American President of the 
United States of America. Her response was 
simply, ‘‘Look at God.’’ 

In addition to her 8 children, she has 30 
grandchildren, 68 great-grandchildren, and 49 
great-great-grandchildren who love and cher-
ish her. 

Madam Speaker, I ask that you and my col-
leagues join me in offering congratulations and 
a special happy 100th birthday to Victoria 
Barnes Anderson. Her longevity has set an 
example for all of us and inspires us to per-
severe no matter the circumstances. I am 
pleased to honor her for her lifelong devotion 
to faith and family. 
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. JOE CUNNINGHAM 
OF SOUTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, December 6, 2019 

Mr. CUNNINGHAM. Madam Speaker, on 
December 5, 2019, I was not recorded on Roll 
Call Vote No. 651 on H. Res. 741, providing 
for consideration of the bill (H.R. 4) Voting 
Rights Advancement Act and providing for 
consideration of the resolution (H. Res. 326) 
expressing the sense of the House of Rep-
resentatives regarding United States efforts to 
resolve the Israeli-Palestinian conflict through 
a negotiated two-state solution. I would have 
voted Aye. 
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IN HONOR OF THE 50TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE MONTGOMERY 
FIRE DEPARTMENT 

HON. KEVIN BRADY 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, December 6, 2019 

Mr. BRADY. Madam Speaker, today I rise in 
celebration ofthe 50th Anniversary of the 
Montgomery Fire Department in Montgomery, 
Texas. 

From its inception in February of 1969, the 
Montgomery Fire Department has protected 
and served the entire Montgomery area—ap-
proximately 232 square miles—in the Eighth 
District of Texas, including the Cities of Mont-
gomery, Dobbin, Walden, and Bentwater. This 
area was originally covered by two fire depart-
ments, the Montgomery and the Walden Vol-
unteer Fire Departments but the two merged 
in 1982 to keep up with the growing popu-
lation of the county. 

As more and more people came into the 
area, more fire stations were built in Walden, 
Cape Conroe, the City of Dobbin, and Mont-
gomery. In1989, in response to growing de-
mand for their services, the Montgomery Fire 
Department hired its first full time firefighter, 
and in 2001 they opened another station in 
Bentwater that housed both volunteer and full- 
time firefighters. 

Today, the Montgomery Fire Department 
has five manned stations and an administra-
tive building. Their full staff includes a Fire 
Chief, four Battalion Chiefs, 51 full-time fire-
fighters, and 25 part-time or volunteer fire-
fighters. 

The Montgomery County Fire Department 
employs the use of three booster trucks, five 
pumpers, three tankers, and one All-Terrain- 
Vehicle. This equipment allows the fire depart-
ment to respond to fires, car accidents, and 
any other emergency or natural disaster in 
Montgomery County. 

Under the leadership of Fire Chief Brian 
Edwards, the fire department serves Mont-
gomery County by offering not only protection 
from fires and other emergencies, but edu-
cation and prevention. It’s incredible to see 
just how much they’ve grown these past 50 
years. 

I would like to thank the Montgomery Fire 
Department for half a century of service, and 
congratulate them on a job well-done. The en-
tirety of Montgomery County is grateful for 
their service and keeping our community safe. 
Congratulations on 50 prosperous years, and 
we look forward to 50 more. 
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COMMEMORATION OF THE 90TH 
ANNIVERSARY OF THE DAUGH-
TERS OF PENELOPE 

HON. GUS M. BILIRAKIS 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, December 6, 2019 

Mr. BILIRAKIS. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to mark an important anniversary. Last 
month, the Daughters of Penelope, an inter-
national woman’s organization and affiliate or-
ganization of the American Hellenic Edu-
cational Progressive Association (AHEPA), 
celebrated its 90th anniversary on November 
16. Founded in San Francisco, the Daughters 
of Penelope originally worked to improve the 
status and well-being of women and their fam-
ilies. They also sought to provide women with 
the opportunity to make significant contribu-
tions to their communities and country. After 
successfully achieving many of their early 
goals, the Daughters of Penelope now pro-
mote the ideals of ancient Greece: philan-
thropy, education, civic responsibility, and fam-
ily and individual excellence, achieved through 
community service and volunteerism. 

I am a proud Greek-American. As a young 
boy, my grandparents, parents, aunts and un-
cles instilled in me an appreciation for our 
beautiful Greek culture, which focuses on fam-
ily, community, and faith. As Co-Chairman of 
the Congressional Caucus on Hellenic Issues, 
it is with great pride that I see these values 
shine through the Daughters of Penelope 
today, across all its 250 chapters worldwide. 
Through the exceptional Penelope House in 
Mobile, Alabama and Penelope’s Place in 
Brockton, Massachusetts, the organization vig-
orously supports efforts to combat domestic vi-
olence in Greece as well as the United States. 
The development of these shelters brought re-
newed hope to many areas with suffering fam-
ilies who previously did not have access to the 
same level of care. 

As a member on the Health Subcommittee 
of the Energy and Commerce Committee, I 
am impressed with the organization’s efforts to 
provide financial support and raise awareness 
for medical research on treatments for breast 
cancer, Thalassemia (Cooley’s anemia), mus-
cular dystrophy, and Alzheimer’s disease. The 
Daughters of Penelope are also a leading 
sponsor of the U.S. Department of Housing 
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and Urban Development’s Section 202 Hous-
ing for the Elderly Program, which offers af-
fordable housing to senior citizens in Alabama, 
Indiana, Iowa, Massachusetts, Minnesota and 
Texas. Recently, the Daughters of Penelope 
has also demonstrated support for senior nu-
trition and isolation with support for Meals on 
Wheels of America. 

In addition to helping the elderly, the Daugh-
ters of Penelope Foundation, Inc., supports 
the educational objectives of the Daughters of 
Penelope by providing tens of thousands of 
dollars annually for scholarships, sponsoring 
educational seminars, and donating children’s 
books to schools, shelters and churches 
through the ‘‘Penelope’s Books’’ program. 
After ninety meaningful and productive years, 
it excites me to see what the Daughters of Pe-
nelope will accomplish and how they will help 
our country and our culture in the next ninety 
years. 

f 

HONORING ROGER E. HEDGEPETH 

HON. H. MORGAN GRIFFITH 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, December 6, 2019 

Mr. GRIFFITH. Madam Speaker, I offer 
these remarks in honor of Roger E. 
Hedgepeth, one of the longest-serving mayors 
of Blacksburg, Virginia and a professor at Vir-
ginia Tech in that town, who died on Novem-
ber 12, 2019 at the age of 89. 

Born in Norfolk, Virginia, on January 17, 
1930, Roger E. Hedgepeth went to Maury 
High School and then graduated from Virginia 
Tech, where he received a degree in mechan-
ical engineering. Following graduation, Mr. 
Hedgepeth served in the Armed Forces during 
the Korean War. Mr. Hedgepeth returned to 
Virginia Tech after serving his country and re-
ceived a master’s degree in mechanical engi-
neering. 

He married Jenny in 1956. They would re-
main happily married for 55 years until her 
death. 

Mr. Hedgepeth used the education from his 
two degrees in mechanical engineering to 
teach students at Virginia Tech for 38 years. 

As a resident of Blacksburg while teaching 
at Virginia Tech, he was active in his commu-
nity and decided to make the leap to elected 
office. After two years of serving on the 
Blacksburg Town Council, Mr. Hedgepeth be-
came mayor. Mr. Hedgepeth served in that 
position for 24 years, the second-longest ten-
ure in Blacksburg’s history. 

As mayor, Mr. Hedgepeth was respected by 
his colleagues in government as well as his 
constituents. The relationship between 
Blacksburg and Virginia Tech during his ten-
ure was so cordial that representatives from 
other college towns around the country would 
come to study their success. 

Virginia Tech and the town of Blacksburg 
were fortunate to have this leader and educa-
tor in the community. Mr. Hedgepeth is sur-
vived by his children Natalie and Michael and 
grandchildren, Taylor and Austin of Bristol, Vir-
ginia, and Risher and Azat of Blacksburg. I 
offer my condolences to the Hedgepeth family 
on their loss. 

RECOGNIZING THE 11TH ANNUAL 
FAMILY CHRISTMAS EXTRAVA-
GANZA 

HON. BILL POSEY 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, December 6, 2019 

Mr. POSEY. Madam Speaker, on December 
21, 2019, Brevard County families, businesses 
and local community organizations will gather 
to celebrate the 11th Annual Family Christmas 
Extravaganza. Having become one of the larg-
est Christmas celebrations on the Space 
Coast, this year’s event will be bigger and bet-
ter than ever, promising a place for family and 
friends to partake in a wide variety of holiday 
festivities to get them in the Christmas spirit. 

This year’s event will take place at Fred 
Poppe Regional Park in Palm Bay from 11 
am–4:30 pm and will be completely free of 
charge thanks to over 80 local businesses and 
organizations that came together to donate 
food, gift certificates and equipment. Because 
of their generous contributions, families will be 
able to enjoy cotton candy, hotdogs, snow 
cones, bouncy houses, ride horses and trains 
and even go rock climbing. 

Hosting the event will be Eddie Anthony 
Izquierdo as ‘‘Eddie Frost’’ and Ahriel Brown 
as ‘‘Arctic Ahriel,’’ who will engage families 
with Christmas singalongs, short skits, and 
giveaways. A variety of exclusive perform-
ances will follow by Grammy Award-winning 
bassist Trae Pierce and the T-Stones, Chagy 
the Clown and the acrobats of Cirque Adven-
ture. 

The House of Palm Bay, City of Palm Bay 
Parks and Recreation along with several com-
munity business partners such as Thrifty Spe-
cialty Produce, Chick-Fil-A, Gator Automotive 
and Edible Arrangements are just among the 
few names of many we have to thank for pro-
viding the venue and resources to make the 
celebration unforgettable. 

Senior Pastor Ken Delgado of the House at 
Palm Bay said in anticipation of the event, 
‘‘With today’s news being filled with division, 
contention and expressions of hatred, it is ex-
citing to see the City of Palm Bay, along with 
its businesses and citizens, create an event 
where love, joy and peace is expressed. The 
Family Christmas Extravaganza is the greatest 
expression that so many people yearn for and 
is what the angels proclaimed at the birth of 
Jesus saying, ‘Peace and good will towards all 
men.’ ’’ 

The City of Palm Bay issued a proclamation 
in support for this year’s celebration, pro-
claiming December 21, 2019 Family Christmas 
Extravaganza Day. 

The spirit ofthe holidays is all about giving 
and spending time with loved ones. This 
year’s Extravaganza brings our community to-
gether to remind us of that. 

I ask my colleagues to join me in saluting all 
those who are doing their part to spread the 
Christmas spirit this holiday season and those 
who have worked so hard to make the Annual 
Family Christmas Extravaganza possible. 

DECEMBER VETERAN OF THE 
MONTH 

HON. KEVIN HERN 
OF OKLAHOMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Friday, December 6, 2019 

Mr. KEVIN HERN of Oklahoma. Madam 
Speaker, I rise to honor the American heroes 
who nobly defended our nation, and those 
who lost their lives in the name of that cause, 
during the surprise attack on Pearl Harbor on 
December 7, 1941. 

With the 78th anniversary of the infamous 
attack on Pearl Harbor approaching, I cannot 
think of a better time to take pause and to re-
member those Americans who courageously 
jumped into action upon seeing enemy air-
planes overhead. In what would remain the 
deadliest foreign attack on American soil for 
60 years until the devastating events of Sep-
tember 11, 2001, 2,335 American servicemen 
were killed that day and an additional 1,143 
were wounded. In an effort to cripple Amer-
ica’s naval might, the Japanese destroyed or 
damaged 19 United States Navy ships, includ-
ing eight battleships during the attack. In spite 
of their best efforts, the Japanese could not 
defeat American resolve and although our na-
tion was wounded, as the world would later 
learn, the Japanese had simply awoken a 
sleeping giant. 

As time marches on and we lose more and 
more members of America’s Greatest Genera-
tion, I am proud to recognize Arles Cole. 
Quartermaster Cole was aboard the USS 
West Virginia on December 7, 1941, and hero-
ically defended his ship and its crew at all 
costs. Quartermaster Cole is one of the few 
survivors of Pearl Harbor still with us and I am 
proud that he is my constituent in Oklahoma’s 
First Congressional District. I am honored to 
recognize Quartermaster Arles Cole not only 
for his venerable service on December 7th 
and throughout World War II, but also for his 
continued commitment to his community. 

Every American should take heed of the ex-
ample set by those brave servicemembers 
who fought and those who died at Pearl Har-
bor on December 7, 1941. In the face of over-
whelming odds, they remained committed to 
their mission and to their country even if it 
meant sacrificing their life. I am proud to rec-
ognize them today and to remember and 
honor their service and sacrifice everyday as 
we enjoy the freedoms that they so gallantly 
defended. 

f 

IN HONOR OF GERTIE 
WILKERSON’S 100TH BIRTHDAY 

HON. RICHARD HUDSON 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Friday, December 6, 2019 

Mr. HUDSON. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to honor Mrs. Gertie Wilkerson and wish her 
a very happy 100th birthday. 

Gertie was born on December 7, 1919, to 
Everett and Gracie Cline Carter. Throughout 
her life she has developed the reputation of 
living a life full of purpose, commitment and 
keenness in acknowledging blessings from 
God. 

Gertie and her family moved to Annapolis in 
the 1920’s where she began a 30 year career 
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