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and frequently stressed that tech-
nology is changing at a pace that the 
human brain simply cannot keep up 
with. This understanding and concern 
led him to emphasize the importance of 
teaching critical thinking and an alle-
giance to objective truth, which he pos-
ited would push back against the trib-
alism and binary thinking afflicting 
our society. 

As part of his efforts to bridge divi-
sion and expand human understanding, 
Woodie served as a mentor to countless 
students. While following Woodie in a 
speaking program was certainly a 
daunting task, I always looked forward 
to hearing his perspective at FIRST 
events. The major theme that Woodie 
sought to impart to students is that 
life is not a zero sum game. He would 
encourage them to work and compete 
with ‘‘gracious professionalism,’’ where 
you work hard and challenge one an-
other to be your very best, but you al-
ways engage with respect and kindness. 
FIRST encourages its participants to 
consider the annual contest as 
‘‘coopertition,’’ and Woodie used the 
opportunity to interact with the stu-
dents and coaches as a way to reinforce 
this critical concept, that success 
comes through bringing out the best in 
each other and in humanity. 

Woodie understood what a good lead-
er should be, and his vision and exam-
ple are characteristics that all Ameri-
cans should aspire to. And in many 
ways, his confidence in our ability as 
human beings to solve problems and 
transcend our most basic tribal in-
stincts, informed by science and grace, 
was uniquely American. 

Dr. Woodie Flowers was one of the 
most brilliant, kind, and creative peo-
ple I have ever met, and it was an 
honor to know him. I extend my condo-
lences to Woodie’s talented and mag-
nificent wife and partner, Margaret, 
and their entire family. And I join 
them and the FIRST community in 
mourning an extraordinarily intel-
ligent inventor, humanist, and Amer-
ican. 

We will miss Woodie more than I can 
say, but I am certain that his legacy 
will live on through the countless lives 
he has touched. The world is a smarter, 
better, and more hopeful place because 
Woodie Flowers lived his life with love 
and purpose.∑ 
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TRIBUTE TO EDWARD HALL 

Ms. ROSEN. Mr. President, today it 
is my honor to pay tribute to Edward 
Hall, an incredible 96-year-old Ne-
vadan, whose story began when he an-
swered the call to defend his country. 
Eighty years ago, in 1939, at the age of 
16, Ed lied about his age to enlist in the 
Army Air Corps and began his military 
service to our great Nation. On Decem-
ber 7, 1941, at just 18 years old, he found 
himself stationed at Hickam Field, Ha-
waii, working in the mess hall cleaning 
up and preparing for the day when he 
and his fellow troops heard an explo-
sion. This was the beginning of the 

Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor, and 
Ed, like many of the men on Hickam 
Field, stopped what he was doing to re-
spond to this attack on the American 
Base. Without hesitation, Ed put his 
life on the line, joining in to rescue his 
fellow servicemembers injured in the 
ongoing attack. Along with an Army 
officer, Ed commandeered a truck and 
began driving around the flight line 
picking up the injured to move them to 
the base hospital in spite of coming 
into direct fire from Japanese aircraft. 
Upon returning from his third round of 
picking up the injured, Ed’s truck was 
strafed by a Japanese Zero fighter and 
taken out of action, but Ed kept at it, 
as he knew helping the injured was his 
priority. As the bodies of the dead and 
injured continued to mount, Ed 
grabbed a .45-caliber pistol off one of 
his fallen comrades in order to have 
the means to defend himself from the 
attack as enemy planes buzzed the 
skies above him. He would go on to 
keep that pistol for the remainder of 
the war. 

As the attack on Pearl Harbor ended, 
the recovery of the base began as Ed 
and other survivors began dealing with 
the aftermath of the attack and pre-
paring for our formal entry into World 
War II in the Pacific theater. Ed kept 
going, as many of the members of that 
‘‘greatest generation’’ did throughout 
World War II, embodying the American 
spirit of tenacity when faced with the 
greatest adversity, the spirit that 
eventually led to our success in defeat-
ing tyranny and enabling freedom 
across the world at the end of the 
Great War in 1945. 

Mr. President, to Edward Hall, I join 
citizens across Nevada and the Nation 
in sending our sincere gratitude to him 
for his service to the United States. It 
is heroes like Ed whose service has 
kept our communities, States, Nation, 
and world safe. His service during 
World War II, and the life he has led 
since are an incredible testament to re-
silience, and we are forever grateful. 
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TRIBUTE TO ANTHONY BORDA 

∑ Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, today I 
recognize Anthony Borda, an intern in 
my Washington, DC, office, for all of 
the hard work he has done for me, my 
staff, and the State of South Dakota 
over the past several months. 

Anthony is a graduate of Nutley High 
School in Nutley, NJ. Currently, he is 
attending American University in 
Washington, DC, where he is majoring 
in political science. He is a hard work-
er who has been dedicated to getting 
the most out of his internship experi-
ence. 

I extend my sincere thanks and ap-
preciation to Anthony for all of the 
fine work he has done and wish him 
continued success in the years to 
come.∑ 

TRIBUTE TO WILLIAM SHUSTER 
DIXON 

∑ Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, today I 
recognize William Shuster Dixon, an 
intern in my Washington, DC, office, 
for all of the hard work he has done for 
me, my staff, and the State of South 
Dakota over the past several months. 

Will is a graduate of Altoona Area 
High School in Altoona, PA. Currently, 
he is attending American University in 
Washington, DC, where he is pursuing a 
degree in communications, law, eco-
nomics, and government. He is a hard 
worker who has been dedicated to get-
ting the most out of his internship ex-
perience. 

I extend my sincere thanks and ap-
preciation to Will for all of the fine 
work he has done and wish him contin-
ued success in the years to come.∑ 
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TRIBUTE TO ALEXANDER REINKE 

∑ Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, today I 
recognize Alexander Reinke, an intern 
in my Washington, DC, office, for all of 
the hard work he has done for me, my 
staff, and the State of South Dakota 
over the past several months. 

Alex is a recent graduate of South 
Dakota State University in Brookings, 
SD, having earned a degree in history. 
This spring, Alex plans to continue 
serving the public by working on Cap-
itol Hill. He is a hard worker who has 
been dedicated to getting the most out 
of his internship experience. 

I extend my sincere thanks and ap-
preciation to Alex for all of the fine 
work he has done and wish him contin-
ued success in the years to come.∑ 
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MESSAGES FROM THE HOUSE 

At 10:02 a.m., a message from the 
House of Representatives, delivered by 
Mrs. Cole, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that the House has passed the 
following bill, with an amendment, in 
which it requests the concurrence of 
the Senate: 

S. 151. An act to deter criminal robocall 
violations and improve enforcement of sec-
tion 227(b) of the Communications Act of 
1934, and for other purposes. 

ENROLLED BILL SIGNED 
At 12:22 p.m., a message from the 

House of Representatives, delivered by 
Mrs. Cole, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that the Speaker has signed 
the following enrolled bill: 

H.R. 5277. An act to amend section 442 of 
title, United States Code, to exempt certain 
interests in mutual funds, unit investment 
trusts, employee benefit plans, and retire-
ment plans from conflict of interest limita-
tions for the Government Publishing Office. 

The enrolled bill was subsequently 
signed by the President pro tempore 
(Mr. GRASSLEY). 

f 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES 

The following reports of committees 
were submitted: 

By Mr. WICKER, from the Committee on 
Commerce, Science, and Transportation, 
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