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and frequently stressed that tech-
nology is changing at a pace that the 
human brain simply cannot keep up 
with. This understanding and concern 
led him to emphasize the importance of 
teaching critical thinking and an alle-
giance to objective truth, which he pos-
ited would push back against the trib-
alism and binary thinking afflicting 
our society. 

As part of his efforts to bridge divi-
sion and expand human understanding, 
Woodie served as a mentor to countless 
students. While following Woodie in a 
speaking program was certainly a 
daunting task, I always looked forward 
to hearing his perspective at FIRST 
events. The major theme that Woodie 
sought to impart to students is that 
life is not a zero sum game. He would 
encourage them to work and compete 
with ‘‘gracious professionalism,’’ where 
you work hard and challenge one an-
other to be your very best, but you al-
ways engage with respect and kindness. 
FIRST encourages its participants to 
consider the annual contest as 
‘‘coopertition,’’ and Woodie used the 
opportunity to interact with the stu-
dents and coaches as a way to reinforce 
this critical concept, that success 
comes through bringing out the best in 
each other and in humanity. 

Woodie understood what a good lead-
er should be, and his vision and exam-
ple are characteristics that all Ameri-
cans should aspire to. And in many 
ways, his confidence in our ability as 
human beings to solve problems and 
transcend our most basic tribal in-
stincts, informed by science and grace, 
was uniquely American. 

Dr. Woodie Flowers was one of the 
most brilliant, kind, and creative peo-
ple I have ever met, and it was an 
honor to know him. I extend my condo-
lences to Woodie’s talented and mag-
nificent wife and partner, Margaret, 
and their entire family. And I join 
them and the FIRST community in 
mourning an extraordinarily intel-
ligent inventor, humanist, and Amer-
ican. 

We will miss Woodie more than I can 
say, but I am certain that his legacy 
will live on through the countless lives 
he has touched. The world is a smarter, 
better, and more hopeful place because 
Woodie Flowers lived his life with love 
and purpose.∑ 

f 

TRIBUTE TO EDWARD HALL 

Ms. ROSEN. Mr. President, today it 
is my honor to pay tribute to Edward 
Hall, an incredible 96-year-old Ne-
vadan, whose story began when he an-
swered the call to defend his country. 
Eighty years ago, in 1939, at the age of 
16, Ed lied about his age to enlist in the 
Army Air Corps and began his military 
service to our great Nation. On Decem-
ber 7, 1941, at just 18 years old, he found 
himself stationed at Hickam Field, Ha-
waii, working in the mess hall cleaning 
up and preparing for the day when he 
and his fellow troops heard an explo-
sion. This was the beginning of the 

Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor, and 
Ed, like many of the men on Hickam 
Field, stopped what he was doing to re-
spond to this attack on the American 
Base. Without hesitation, Ed put his 
life on the line, joining in to rescue his 
fellow servicemembers injured in the 
ongoing attack. Along with an Army 
officer, Ed commandeered a truck and 
began driving around the flight line 
picking up the injured to move them to 
the base hospital in spite of coming 
into direct fire from Japanese aircraft. 
Upon returning from his third round of 
picking up the injured, Ed’s truck was 
strafed by a Japanese Zero fighter and 
taken out of action, but Ed kept at it, 
as he knew helping the injured was his 
priority. As the bodies of the dead and 
injured continued to mount, Ed 
grabbed a .45-caliber pistol off one of 
his fallen comrades in order to have 
the means to defend himself from the 
attack as enemy planes buzzed the 
skies above him. He would go on to 
keep that pistol for the remainder of 
the war. 

As the attack on Pearl Harbor ended, 
the recovery of the base began as Ed 
and other survivors began dealing with 
the aftermath of the attack and pre-
paring for our formal entry into World 
War II in the Pacific theater. Ed kept 
going, as many of the members of that 
‘‘greatest generation’’ did throughout 
World War II, embodying the American 
spirit of tenacity when faced with the 
greatest adversity, the spirit that 
eventually led to our success in defeat-
ing tyranny and enabling freedom 
across the world at the end of the 
Great War in 1945. 

Mr. President, to Edward Hall, I join 
citizens across Nevada and the Nation 
in sending our sincere gratitude to him 
for his service to the United States. It 
is heroes like Ed whose service has 
kept our communities, States, Nation, 
and world safe. His service during 
World War II, and the life he has led 
since are an incredible testament to re-
silience, and we are forever grateful. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO ANTHONY BORDA 

∑ Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, today I 
recognize Anthony Borda, an intern in 
my Washington, DC, office, for all of 
the hard work he has done for me, my 
staff, and the State of South Dakota 
over the past several months. 

Anthony is a graduate of Nutley High 
School in Nutley, NJ. Currently, he is 
attending American University in 
Washington, DC, where he is majoring 
in political science. He is a hard work-
er who has been dedicated to getting 
the most out of his internship experi-
ence. 

I extend my sincere thanks and ap-
preciation to Anthony for all of the 
fine work he has done and wish him 
continued success in the years to 
come.∑ 

TRIBUTE TO WILLIAM SHUSTER 
DIXON 

∑ Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, today I 
recognize William Shuster Dixon, an 
intern in my Washington, DC, office, 
for all of the hard work he has done for 
me, my staff, and the State of South 
Dakota over the past several months. 

Will is a graduate of Altoona Area 
High School in Altoona, PA. Currently, 
he is attending American University in 
Washington, DC, where he is pursuing a 
degree in communications, law, eco-
nomics, and government. He is a hard 
worker who has been dedicated to get-
ting the most out of his internship ex-
perience. 

I extend my sincere thanks and ap-
preciation to Will for all of the fine 
work he has done and wish him contin-
ued success in the years to come.∑ 

f 

TRIBUTE TO ALEXANDER REINKE 

∑ Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, today I 
recognize Alexander Reinke, an intern 
in my Washington, DC, office, for all of 
the hard work he has done for me, my 
staff, and the State of South Dakota 
over the past several months. 

Alex is a recent graduate of South 
Dakota State University in Brookings, 
SD, having earned a degree in history. 
This spring, Alex plans to continue 
serving the public by working on Cap-
itol Hill. He is a hard worker who has 
been dedicated to getting the most out 
of his internship experience. 

I extend my sincere thanks and ap-
preciation to Alex for all of the fine 
work he has done and wish him contin-
ued success in the years to come.∑ 

f 

MESSAGES FROM THE HOUSE 

At 10:02 a.m., a message from the 
House of Representatives, delivered by 
Mrs. Cole, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that the House has passed the 
following bill, with an amendment, in 
which it requests the concurrence of 
the Senate: 

S. 151. An act to deter criminal robocall 
violations and improve enforcement of sec-
tion 227(b) of the Communications Act of 
1934, and for other purposes. 

ENROLLED BILL SIGNED 
At 12:22 p.m., a message from the 

House of Representatives, delivered by 
Mrs. Cole, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that the Speaker has signed 
the following enrolled bill: 

H.R. 5277. An act to amend section 442 of 
title, United States Code, to exempt certain 
interests in mutual funds, unit investment 
trusts, employee benefit plans, and retire-
ment plans from conflict of interest limita-
tions for the Government Publishing Office. 

The enrolled bill was subsequently 
signed by the President pro tempore 
(Mr. GRASSLEY). 

f 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES 

The following reports of committees 
were submitted: 

By Mr. WICKER, from the Committee on 
Commerce, Science, and Transportation, 
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with an amendment in the nature of a sub-
stitute: 

S. 153. A bill to promote veteran involve-
ment in STEM education, computer science, 
and scientific research, and for other pur-
poses (Rept . No. 116–164). 

S. 529. A bill to establish a national pro-
gram to identify and reduce losses from land-
slide hazards, to establish a national 3D Ele-
vation Program, and for other purposes 
(Rept. No. 116–165). 

By Mr. WICKER, from the Committee on 
Commerce, Science, and Transportation, 
with an amendment: 

S. 906. A bill to improve the management 
of driftnet fishing (Rept. No. 116–166). 

By Mr. WICKER, from the Committee on 
Commerce, Science, and Transportation, 
without amendment: 

S. 908. A bill to provide for an equitable 
management of summer flounder based on 
geographic, scientific, and economic data 
and for other purposes (Rept. No. 116–167). 

S. 914. A bill to reauthorize the Integrated 
Coastal and Ocean Observation System Act 
of 2009, to clarify the authority of the Ad-
ministrator of the National Oceanic and At-
mospheric Administration with respect to 
post-storm assessments, and to require the 
establishment of a National Water Center, 
and for other purposes (Rept. No. 116–168). 

By Mr. WICKER, from the Committee on 
Commerce, Science, and Transportation, 
with an amendment: 

S. 1148. A bill to amend title 49, United 
States Code, to require the Administrator of 
the Federal Aviation Administration to give 
preferential consideration to individuals who 
have successfully completed air traffic con-
troller training and veterans when hiring air 
traffic control specialists (Rept. No. 116–169). 

f 

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS AND 
JOINT RESOLUTIONS 

The following bills and joint resolu-
tions were introduced, read the first 
and second times by unanimous con-
sent, and referred as indicated: 

By Ms. BALDWIN (for herself, Mr. 
ROUNDS, Mr. ROBERTS, Mrs. CAPITO, 
and Mr. TESTER): 

S. 2982. A bill to expand eligibility for cer-
tain housing programs for qualified volun-
teer first responders; to the Committee on 
Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs. 

By Mrs. FEINSTEIN: 
S. 2983. A bill to require the Secretary of 

Veterans Affairs to seek to enter into an 
agreement with the city of Vallejo, Cali-
fornia, for the transfer of Mare Island Naval 
Cemetery in Vallejo, California, and for 
other purposes; to the Committee on Vet-
erans’ Affairs. 

By Mr. THUNE (for himself and Mr. 
ISAKSON): 

S. 2984. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to allow for certain resi-
dential rental property to be depreciated 
over a 30-year period; to the Committee on 
Finance. 

By Mr. MCCONNELL: 
S. 2985. A bill to authorize the Secretary of 

the Interior to conduct a study to assess the 
suitability and feasibility of designating cer-
tain land in the State of Kentucky as the 
Kentucky Wildlands National Heritage Area, 
and for other purposes; to the Committee on 
Energy and Natural Resources. 

By Mr. YOUNG (for himself and Ms. 
STABENOW): 

S. 2986. A bill to amend part A of title XI 
of the Social Security Act to establish an 
interagency council on social determinants 
of health, and for other purposes; to the 
Committee on Finance. 

By Mr. TILLIS (for himself, Mr. COONS, 
Mr. CASSIDY, and Ms. HIRONO): 

S. 2987. A bill to authorize U.S. Customs 
and Border Protection to seize imported 
merchandise that infringes a design patent, 
and for other purposes; to the Committee on 
Finance. 

By Mr. TESTER (for himself, Ms. COL-
LINS, Mr. CASEY, and Mr. DAINES): 

S. 2988. A bill to address the financial ex-
ploitation of veterans receiving pension from 
the Department of Veterans Affairs, and for 
other purposes; to the Committee on Vet-
erans’ Affairs. 

By Mr. WYDEN (for himself and Mr. 
CASSIDY): 

S. 2989. A bill to amend title XI of the So-
cial Security Act to clarify the mailing re-
quirement relating to social security ac-
count statements; to the Committee on Fi-
nance. 

By Mr. THUNE: 
S. 2990. A bill to require that the Federal 

Government procure from the private sector 
the goods and services necessary for the op-
erations and management of certain Govern-
ment agencies, and for other purposes; to the 
Committee on Homeland Security and Gov-
ernmental Affairs. 

By Mr. SULLIVAN (for himself and Ms. 
BALDWIN): 

S. 2991. A bill to direct the Secretary of 
Veterans Affairs to conduct an independent 
review of the deaths of certain veterans by 
suicide , and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Veterans’ Affairs. 

By Mr. MERKLEY (for himself, Mr. 
DURBIN, Mr. BLUMENTHAL, Ms. WAR-
REN, Mr. MENENDEZ, and Mr. WHITE-
HOUSE): 

S. 2992. A bill to amend the Securities Ex-
change Act of 1934 to prohibit mandatory 
pre-dispute arbitration agreements, and for 
other purposes; to the Committee on Bank-
ing, Housing, and Urban Affairs. 

By Mr. WARNER (for himself and Mr. 
SCOTT of South Carolina): 

S. 2993. A bill to amend titles XVIII and 
XIX of the Social Security Act with respect 
to nursing facility requirements, and for 
other purposes; to the Committee on Fi-
nance. 

By Mr. SCOTT of South Carolina (for 
himself, Mr. GRASSLEY, Mr. YOUNG, 
Mr. GARDNER, Ms. ERNST, Mr. CAS-
SIDY, Mr. RUBIO, and Mrs. CAPITO): 

S. 2994. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to require information re-
porting with respect to the qualified oppor-
tunity zone tax incentives enacted by the 
2017 tax reform legislation, to require public 
reports related to such tax incentives, and 
for other purposes; to the Committee on Fi-
nance. 

By Mr. MANCHIN (for himself and Mrs. 
CAPITO): 

S. 2995. A bill to require the Secretary of 
Veterans Affairs to submit to Congress re-
ports on patient safety and quality of care at 
medical centers of the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs, and for other purposes; to the 
Committee on Veterans’ Affairs. 

By Mr. LEE (for himself, Mr. SCOTT of 
Florida, Mrs. BLACKBURN, and Mr. 
CRUZ): 

S. 2996. A bill to amend the Head Start Act 
to authorize block grants to States for pre-
kindergarten education, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Health, Edu-
cation, Labor, and Pensions. 

f 

ADDITIONAL COSPONSORS 

S. 133 
At the request of Ms. MURKOWSKI, the 

names of the Senator from Louisiana 
(Mr. CASSIDY) and the Senator from 

Minnesota (Ms. KLOBUCHAR) were added 
as cosponsors of S. 133, a bill to award 
a Congressional Gold Medal, collec-
tively, to the United States merchant 
mariners of World War II, in recogni-
tion of their dedicated and vital service 
during World War II. 

S. 319 
At the request of Mrs. MURRAY, the 

name of the Senator from New Hamp-
shire (Mrs. SHAHEEN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 319, a bill to improve the 
reproductive assistance provided by the 
Department of Defense and the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs to severely 
wounded, ill, or injured members of the 
Armed Forces, veterans, and their 
spouses or partners, and for other pur-
poses. 

S. 460 
At the request of Mr. WARNER, the 

name of the Senator from New Mexico 
(Mr. HEINRICH) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 460, a bill to amend the Inter-
nal Revenue Code of 1986 to extend the 
exclusion for employer-provided edu-
cation assistance to employer pay-
ments of student loans. 

S. 511 
At the request of Mr. COTTON, the 

name of the Senator from Pennsyl-
vania (Mr. TOOMEY) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 511, a bill to promote and 
protect from discrimination living 
organ donors. 

S. 622 
At the request of Mr. JONES, the 

name of the Senator from Iowa (Ms. 
ERNST) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
622, a bill to amend title 10, United 
States Code, to repeal the requirement 
for reduction of survivor annuities 
under the Survivor Benefit Plan by 
veterans’ dependency and indemnity 
compensation, and for other purposes. 

S. 670 
At the request of Mr. RUBIO, the 

name of the Senator from California 
(Mrs. FEINSTEIN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 670, a bill to make day-
light savings time permanent, and for 
other purposes. 

S. 800 
At the request of Mr. CASSIDY, the 

names of the Senator from Colorado 
(Mr. BENNET) and the Senator from Ar-
izona (Ms. MCSALLY) were added as co-
sponsors of S. 800, a bill to establish a 
postsecondary student data system. 

S. 839 
At the request of Mr. PORTMAN, the 

name of the Senator from North Da-
kota (Mr. HOEVEN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 839, a bill to extend Fed-
eral Pell Grant eligibility of certain 
short-term programs. 

S. 879 
At the request of Mr. VAN HOLLEN, 

the names of the Senator from Ohio 
(Mr. BROWN), the Senator from Colo-
rado (Mr. BENNET) and the Senator 
from Wisconsin (Ms. BALDWIN) were 
added as cosponsors of S. 879, a bill to 
provide a process for granting lawful 
permanent resident status to aliens 
from certain countries who meet speci-
fied eligibility requirements, and for 
other purposes. 
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