December 4, 2019

Senate, and we can’t budge, despite the
rest of the world moving on dealing
with this issue.

Let me close with an anniversary
that we marked this week. Ten years
ago this Friday, a full-page ad ran in
the New York Times—a full-page ad
pointing out that the science of cli-
mate change was already by then—10
years ago—to use the words in the ad-
vertisement, ‘‘irrefutable,” ‘‘scientif-
ically irrefutable.”” The science is sci-
entifically irrefutable. And it goes on
to say that the consequences of climate
change would be ‘‘catastrophic and ir-
reversible.” Wow. The science is irref-
utable; the consequences, catastrophic
and irreversible? Who could have
signed this ad? I will tell you who
signed this ad. Donald J. Trump and
his children, Donald Trump, Jr., Eric
Trump, Ivanka Trump—oh, and the
Trump Organization, right there. This
is what the Trumps had to say about
this 10 years ago, Friday.

I conclude by saying to my col-
leagues, the science is there for you to
see. You don’t have to go far. Just go
to your home State university. It is
right there waiting for you. For the
truth of climate change, just turn to
the researchers teaching your students
in your State’s own universities. They
can tell you, just as Donald Trump and
his family did 10 years ago, that what
we face is irrefutable and that its con-
sequences will be catastrophic and irre-
versible if we keep monkeying around
and failing to act.

I yield the floor.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk proceeded to
call the roll.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The Senator from Ohio.

Mr. BROWN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

———

REMEMBERING HARRISON
DILLARD

Mr. BROWN. Mr. President, I rise
today to honor a Cleveland native, a
Buffalo soldier, and an Olympic leg-
end—Harrison Dillard. Mr. Dillard died
last month at the age of 96. His life in-
cluded service to our country in World
War II, four Olympic gold medals, and
world records.

He grew up racing up and down the
streets of our shared hometown of
Cleveland with friends. When Mr. Dil-
lard was 13, he saw his hometown hero,
a gentleman named Jesse Owens, in a
parade. He ran home and told his moth-
er: “‘I just saw Jesse Owens, [Mom], and
I'm going to be just like him.”

She humored her son. Think about
how many people say that to mothers
in Cleveland and other places. She
humored her son like all mothers do,
but Harrison Dillard was serious. He
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and his friends would take old cars
seats and put them in the street and
jump over them for practice.

When he enrolled at Jesse Owens’
alma mater, Cleveland’s East Tech-
nical High School on the east side of
our city, Owens himself gave Harrison
a new pair of running shoes. Jesse
Owens was one of the most famous ath-
letes in the country. He won world
records, one gold medal, and stood up
to Adolph Hitler. Jessie Owens gave
Harrison Dillard a new pair of running
shoes.

Mr. Dillard joined the Army after
high school. He served in a segregated
unit. Just for younger people who don’t
know this history, we segregated our
Armed Forces in this country, even in
World War II. Just to add a little more
to that history with those soldiers who
came back from serving their country,
they came back to a segregated coun-
try. They had fought for human rights.
They came back, and they didn’t have
those human rights. Think about that.

After the war, General Patton saw
Harrison Dillard in an Army track
meet, and Patton said—pardon my lan-
guage on the Senate floor: “‘[That man]
is the best Goddamn athlete I've ever
seen.”’

Harrison Dillard proved him right.
He represented our country at the
Olympics in London. He brought home
two gold medals in the 100-meter race.
He achieved his childhood dream. He
matched Jesse Owens’ Olympic record
time of 10.3 seconds. That was in 1948.
He would later write in his autobiog-
raphy: ‘I could finally say that I was
just like [Jesse Owens].”’

Plenty of people tried to hold Har-
rison Dillard back because of the color
of his skin. He recalled how, after his
military discharge, he was refused food
at a restaurant. Again, he served his
country, he came back to his country,
and he was refused food in a restaurant
because of the color of his skin. It is
shameful how we treated veterans and
fellow citizens in this country. It is a
testament to Mr. Dillard’s tenacity and
talent that he achieved so much in the
face of a society that was so often set
up to hold him back. He ended his ca-
reer by serving the city that raised
him. He worked for the Cleveland pub-
lic school system.

Now, I met Harrison Dillard once.
Actually, I met him later as an adult.
I saw him not that many years ago. I
met him when I was in Boy Scouts at
Camp Avery Hand in Mansfield, OH.
Harrison Dillard came out and spoke to
our Scout troop and other troops who
were gsitting there congregated to lis-
ten to this world class famous athlete
talk to us about service. I remember I
didn’t know a lot about him because I
was not even born when he won the
Olympics, but I knew he was an Olym-
pian. He was introduced as that. We
got to listen to him, and he inspired us.

His legacy lives on in Northeast
Ohio. He lives on around the country
not only in our record books but also
through the young people he inspired. I
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ask all my colleagues to join me in
honoring Harrison Dillard—Olympic
gold medal winner, U.S. Army veteran,
and citizen of the great city of Cleve-
land.

I yield the floor.

————

EXECUTIVE SESSION

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

Mrs. BLACKBURN. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to executive session to con-
sider the following nomination: Execu-
tive Calendar No. 499.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

The clerk will report the nomination.

The bill clerk read the nomination of
Hugh Nathanial Halpern, of Virginia,
to be Director of the Government Pub-
lishing Office.

Mrs. BLACKBURN. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate vote on the nomination with no in-
tervening action or debate.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

The question is, Will the Senate ad-
vise and consent on the Halpern nomi-
nation?

The nomination was confirmed.

———

LEGISLATIVE SESSION

MORNING BUSINESS

Mrs. BLACKBURN. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to legislative session and
be in a period of morning business,
with Senators permitted to speak
therein for up to 10 minutes each.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

(At the request of Mr. SCHUMER, the
following statement was ordered to be
printed in the RECORD.)

——
VOTE EXPLANATION

e Ms. HARRIS. Mr. President, I was ab-
sent but had I been present, I would
have voted no on rollcall vote No. 369
the confirmation of Executive Calendar
No. 347, Eric Ross Komitee to be United
States District Judge for the Eastern
District of New York.

Mr. President, I was absent but had I
been present I would have voted no on
rollcall vote No. 370 the motion to in-
voke cloture on Executive Calendar No.
3563, John L. Sinatra, Jr., to be United
States District Judge for the Western
District of New York.

Mr. President, I was absent but had I
been present I would have voted no on
rollcall vote No. 371 the motion to in-
voke cloture on Executive Calendar No.
478, Sarah E. Pitlyk to be United
States District Judge for the Eastern
District of Missouri.
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