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The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill, as
amended, was passed.

The title of the bill was amended so
as to read: ‘“A bill to authorize the So-
ciety of the First Infantry Division to
make modifications to the First Divi-
sion Monument located on Federal
Land in President’s Park in the Dis-
trict of Columbia, and for other pur-
poses.”’.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———

MULTINATIONAL  SPECIES CON-
SERVATION FUNDS SEMIPOSTAL
STAMP REAUTHORIZATION ACT
OF 2019

Mr. HUFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, I move
to suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 1446) to require the United States
Postal Service to continue selling the
Multinational Species Conservation
Funds Semipostal Stamp until all re-
maining stamps are sold, and for other
purposes, as amended.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 1446

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Multi-
national Species Conservation Funds
Semipostal Stamp Reauthorization Act of
2019”.

SEC. 2. REAUTHORIZATION; REQUIREMENT TO
SELL ALL STAMPS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 2(c) of the Multi-
national Species Conservation Funds
Semipostal Stamp Act of 2010 (39 U.S.C. 416
note; Public Law 111-241) is amended—

(1) in paragraph (2)—

(A) by striking ‘‘of at least 6 years,”; and

(B) by inserting before the period at the
end the following: ‘‘and ending not earlier
than the date on which the United States
Postal Service provides notice to Congress
under paragraph (5)’’; and

(2) by adding at the end the following:

“(b) REQUIREMENT TO SELL ALL STAMPS
PRINTED.—

““(A) IN GENERAL.—The United States Post-
al Service shall sell each copy of the Multi-
national Species Conservation Fund
Semipostal Stamp that the United States
Postal Service prints under this Act.

‘(B) NOTIFICATION OF CONGRESS.—The
United States Postal Service shall notify the
Committee on Homeland Security and Gov-
ernmental Affairs of the Senate and the
Committee on Oversight and Reform of the
House of Representatives when all copies of
the Multinational Species Conservation
Fund Semipostal Stamp printed under this
Act have been sold.”.

(b) RETROACTIVE APPLICABILITY.—The
amendments made by subsection (a) shall
take effect as if enacted on the day after the
date of enactment of the Multinational Spe-
cies Conservation Funds Semipostal Stamp
Reauthorization Act of 2013 (Public Law 113-
165; 128 Stat. 1878).

SEC. 3. DETERMINATION
FECTS.

The budgetary effects of this Act, for the
purpose of complying with the Statutory
Pay-As-You-Go Act of 2010, shall be deter-
mined by reference to the latest statement
titled ‘‘Budgetary Effects of PAYGO Legisla-
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tion” for this Act, submitted for printing in
the Congressional Record by the Chairman of
the House Budget Committee, provided that
such statement has been submitted prior to
the vote on passage.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
California (Mr. HUFFMAN) and the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. MCCLIN-
TOCK) each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from California.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. HUFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
have 5 legislative days in which to re-
vise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on the meas-
ure under consideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from California?

There was no objection.

Mr. HUFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support
of H.R. 1446. It is a bill that would re-
quire the U.S. Postal Service to con-
tinue selling the Multinational Species
Conservation Funds Semipostal Stamp.
It would require those continued sales
until such time as the remaining
stamps are sold.

Now, since 2010, these stamps have
been sold by the U.S. Postal Service to
support international conservation ef-
forts, but the authorization for these
sales has expired, leaving 49 million
stamps unsold—printed, but unsold.
Americans care deeply about wildlife,
and by purchasing these stamps, they
can support the Multinational Species
Conservation Fund, which includes five
grant programs that support the con-
servation of African and Asian ele-
phants, great apes, marine turtles,
rhinos and tigers.

Between 2011 and 2017, the stamp
sales from this program generated $3.9
million, and that money went to con-

servation projects related to
antipoaching, capacity building, com-
munity engagement and outreach,

habitat restoration, and raising public
awareness of wildlife trafficking.

Mr. Speaker, 49 million stamps have
already been printed. They are sitting
and waiting to be sold. This bill doesn’t
authorize the printing of any new
stamps, but it does direct the U.S.
Postal Service to continue selling the
stamps it has printed until they are ex-
hausted.

At a time when so many species are
threatened with extinction due to cli-
mate change, habitat loss, and exploi-
tation, we must do more to protect
wildlife.

Mr. Speaker, I do not have another
speaker at this point, and I reserve the
balance of my time.

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
COMMITTEE ON NATURAL RESOURCES,
Washington, DC, September 30, 2019.
Hon. ELIJAH E. CUMMINGS,
Chair, Committee on Oversight and Reform,
House of Representatives, Washington DC.

DEAR CHAIR CUMMINGS: I write to you con-

cerning H.R. 1446 the, ‘‘Multinational Spe-

November 20, 2019

cies Conservation Funds Semipostal Stamp
Reauthorization Act of 2019.”

I appreciate your willingness to work coop-
eratively on this legislation. I recognize that
the bill contains provisions that fall within
the jurisdiction of the Committee on Over-
sight and Reform. I acknowledge that your
Committee will not formally consider H.R.
1446 and agree that the inaction of your
Committee with respect to the bill does not
waive any future jurisdictional claim over
the matters contained in the bill that fall
within your Committee’s Rule X jurisdic-
tion.

I will ensure that our exchange of letters is
included in the Congressional Record during
floor consideration of the bill. I appreciate
your cooperation regarding this legislation
and look forward to continuing to work with
you as this measure moves through the legis-
lative process.

Sincerely,
RAUL M. GRIJALVA,
Chair,
House Natural Resources Committee.
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
COMMITTEE ON OVERSIGHT AND REFORM,
Washington, DC, October 16, 2019.
Hon. RAUL GRIJALVA,
Chairman, Committee on Natural Resources,
Washington, DC.

DEAR CHAIRMAN GRIJALVA: I am writing to
you concerning the bill H.R. 1446, the Multi-
national Species Conservation Funds
Semipostal Stamp Reauthorization Act of
2019. There are certain provisions in the leg-
islation which fall within the Rule X juris-
diction of the Committee on Oversight and
Reform.

In the interest of permitting your com-
mittee to proceed expeditiously to consider-
ation of this important bill, I am willing to
waive this Committee’s right to consider the
bill. I do so with the understanding that by
waiving consideration of the bill, the Com-
mittee does not waive any future jurisdic-
tional claim over the subject matters con-
tained in the bill which fall within its Rule
X jurisdiction. I request that you urge the
Speaker to name members of this Committee
to any conference committee which is named
to consider such provisions.

Please place this letter into the committee
report on H.R. 1446 and into the Congres-
sional Record during consideration of the
measure on the House floor. Thank you for
the cooperative spirit in which you have
worked regarding this matter and others be-
tween our respective committees.

Sincerely,
ELIJAH E. CUMMINGS,
Chairman.

MCCLINTOCK. Mr. Speaker, I
myself such time as I may con-

Mr.
yield
sume.

Mr. Speaker, I thank Mr. CLAY for
this legislation and for his being ame-
nable to changes that make this bill
one that every Member can support.

This legislation raises money
through the voluntary purchases of a
special stamp that in turn funds valu-
able conservation efforts of iconic glob-
al species such as tigers, elephants,
rhinos, great apes, marine turtles, and
their habitats.

Anyone who wants to help these ef-
forts can do so by purchasing these
stamps; a small surcharge for which is
then deposited in the Multinational
Species Conservation Funds. These
funds in turn provide grants for con-
servation work around the globe. To
date, over $5.7 million have been raised



November 20, 2019

by this low-key and entirely voluntary
effort.

While the authority to sell these pop-
ular stamps has expired, the stockpile
of 49 million stamps still exists. Mr.
CLAY accepted amendments to allow
the stockpile to be depleted before new
stamps are printed that prevents waste
and protects taxpayers.

International conservation of these
important species is a shared goal of
both Democrats and Republicans, and
this bill is a very good example of that
seemingly rare opportunity for all of us
to come together for the benefit of
wildlife, their habitat, and, of course,
the American people who enjoy both
for generations to come.

Mr. Speaker, I urge adoption of the
measure, and I yield back the balance
of my time.

Mr. HUFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, I thank
the gentleman from California (Mr.
MCcCLINTOCK). It is good to have bipar-
tisan support for this bill.

Mr. Speaker, I am prepared to close,
and I yield back the balance of my
time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from California (Mr.
HUFFMAN) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 1446, as
amended.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill, as
amended, was passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———

HOMESTEAD NATIONAL
HISTORICAL PARK

Mr. HUFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, I move
to suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 1472) to rename the Homestead
National Monument of America near
Beatrice, Nebraska, as the Homestead
National Historical Park.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 1472

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. HOMESTEAD NATIONAL HISTORICAL
PARK.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The first section of the
Act of March 19, 1936 (16 U.S.C. 450u), is
amended by striking ‘‘designated’” and all
that follows through the end and inserting
“‘designated the ‘Homestead National Histor-
ical Park’.”.

(b) REFERENCES.—Any reference in a law,
map, regulation, document, paper, or other
record of the United States to the unit of the
National Park System known as ‘‘The Home-
stead National Monument of America’ shall
be considered to be a reference to the
‘“‘Homestead National Historical Park”.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
California (Mr. HUFFMAN) and the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. McCLIN-
TOCK) each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from California (Mr. HUFFMAN).

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. HUFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, I ask

unanimous consent that Members have
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b5 legislative days in which to revise
and extend their remarks and include
extraneous material on the measure
under consideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from California?

There was no objection.

Mr. HUFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, H.R. 1472, introduced by
my friend Representative SMITH from
Nebraska, would rename the Home-
stead National Monument of America
near Beatrice, Nebraska, to the Home-
stead National Historical Park.

In 1862, President Lincoln signed the
Homestead Act, and this enabled citi-
zens to own a portion of the vast public
lands across the Western United
States.

To commemorate the first claim
under the Homestead Act, Congress es-
tablished the Homestead National
Monument of America in 1936; serving
as a lasting memorial to the over 1.6
million claims that built the American
West.

Today, the Homestead National
Monument of America consists of the
first site successfully claimed under
the Homestead Act, the Freeman
School, a heritage museum, hiking
trails, and 100 acres of restored tall
grass prairie. Redesignating this im-
portant monument as a national his-
torical park would provide a more ac-
curate and appropriate description of
the scope and complexity of the site’s
resources and would conform the
park’s designation to Park Service
standards.

Mr. Speaker, again, I thank my col-
league Representative SMITH for intro-
ducing this bill, and I urge my col-
leagues to support H.R. 1472. I reserve
the balance of my time.

Mr. McCLINTOCK. Mr. Speaker, I
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Mr. Speaker, H.R. 1472, offered by our
colleague, Congressman SMITH of Ne-
braska, would redesignate the Home-
stead National Monument of America
to simply the Homestead National His-
torical Park.

Congress authorized this commemo-
ration in 1936 after acquiring the site of
the Daniel Freeman homestead. It was
set aside as a lasting memorial to the
settlers who built the American West
as a result of the Homestead Act of 1862
and its successors.

In total, 207 million, or 10 percent, of
all land in the United States was set-
tled under the Homestead Act. The
name of the monument with the redun-
dant qualifier ‘““of America’ has made
it an anomaly within the National
Park system. This bill simply removes
that redundancy and conforms more
clearly with the naming customs of the
National Park Service.

Redesignating the unit as a national
historical park will further clarify the
unit’s characteristics in keeping with
the modern designations that the Park
Service maintains.
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Mr. Speaker, I urge adoption of the
measure, and I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. HUFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, I re-
serve the balance of my time.

Mr. McCLINTOCK. Mr. Speaker, I
yield 5 minutes to the gentleman from
Nebraska (Mr. SMITH), the author of
the measure who brings it to the floor
today.

Mr. SMITH of Nebraska. Mr. Speak-
er, I certainly appreciate my col-
leagues and their support of our effort
to change the name from Homestead
National Monument of America to the
Homestead National Historical Park.
Obviously, some of the reasons have
been outlined.

I appreciate the chairman and rank-
ing member for bringing this legisla-
tion to the floor. It is supported by the
entire Nebraska delegation, and even
more importantly, by local stake-
holders.

And as was mentioned, the Home-
stead Act of 1862 was signed by Presi-
dent Lincoln, and it absolutely helped
shaped the American West. It allowed
U.S. citizens to earn ownership of a
portion of the vast public lands owned
by the Federal Government across the
Western U.S.

Ultimately, the Federal Government
granted title to 10 percent of the land
in the U.S. through this program. It
gave millions a chance to build a new
life for themselves, their families and
for future generations.

In order to claim a 160-acre parcel of
land under the Homestead Act, a home-
steader was required to be at least 21
years of age or the head of a household,
build a home on the land, improve and
farm the land for 5 years, and pay an
$18 filing fee.
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The Homestead Act remained in
place through 1976, with provisions al-
lowing for homesteading in Alaska
through 1986.

President Ronald Reagan said the
Homestead Act ‘‘ensured that the great
western prairies of America would be
the realm of independent, property-
owning citizens—a mightier guarantee
of freedom is difficult to imagine.”

We are very proud that the very first
claim under the Homestead Act was
made by a man named Daniel Freeman,
near Beatrice, Nebraska, in Nebraska’s
Third District. To memorialize this
milestone, as well as the 1.6 million
other claims which built the American
West, the Homestead National Monu-
ment of America was established, also
near Beatrice.

Unfortunately, referring to this site
as a monument brings images of a sin-
gle, static monument, such as a statue,
an obelisk, or even a natural feature
like the Scotts Bluff National Monu-
ment near my hometown of Gering, Ne-
braska, not of an extensive park that
celebrates the pioneering homesteaders
of many years ago.

Homestead National Monument con-
sists of a heritage museum, the Free-
man School mentioned earlier, as well
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