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House of Representatives 
The House met at 10 a.m. and was 

called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mr. TAKANO). 

f 

DESIGNATION OF SPEAKER PRO 
TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker: 

WASHINGTON, DC, 
November 19, 2019. 

I hereby appoint the Honorable MARK 
TAKANO to act as Speaker pro tempore on 
this day. 

NANCY PELOSI, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 

f 

MORNING-HOUR DEBATE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the order of the House of Janu-
ary 3, 2019, the Chair will now recog-
nize Members from lists submitted by 
the majority and minority leaders for 
morning-hour debate. 

The Chair will alternate recognition 
between the parties. All time shall be 
equally allocated between the parties, 
and in no event shall debate continue 
beyond 11:50 a.m. Each Member, other 
than the majority and minority leaders 
and the minority whip, shall be limited 
to 5 minutes. 

f 

SUPPORT COLLEGE 
AFFORDABILITY 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from 
Oregon (Ms. BONAMICI) for 5 minutes. 

Ms. BONAMICI. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today in strong support of H.R. 4674, 
the College Affordability Act. I am 
proud to be an original cosponsor of 
this comprehensive reauthorization of 
the Higher Education Act. 

The Federal role in education is cen-
tered on equity. When we promote and 
realize equity in education, when we 
expand and invest in educational op-

portunities, we can improve outcomes 
for all students, at all levels. 

President Johnson signed the first 
Higher Education Act into law in 1965, 
more than 50 years ago. The goal was 
to make certain that no student is de-
nied a college education because of a 
lack of resources. At that time, Presi-
dent Johnson said: ‘‘This act means the 
path of knowledge is open to all that 
have the determination to walk it.’’ 

We have made some progress over the 
past 50-plus years. But for many stu-
dents, especially first-generation and 
low-income students and many stu-
dents of color, they have the deter-
mination, but there are still too many 
barriers for them to overcome. 

I am glad this bill addresses those 
barriers and includes several of my 
longtime priorities, informed by con-
versations I have had with students, 
community colleges, colleges, and uni-
versities across my home State of Or-
egon. These priorities include strength-
ening financial counseling for student 
borrowers and modernizing the Federal 
work-study program to direct re-
sources to students who need it most. 

I have also heard from numerous stu-
dent loan borrowers in northwest Or-
egon who describe loan repayment as 
anxiety-inducing, daunting, and over-
whelming, which is why I have in-
cluded language in the College Afford-
ability Act to help protect many bor-
rowers from default by getting and 
keeping them in manageable, income- 
driven repayment plans. 

Also, unfortunately, I have heard 
that housing and food insecurity are 
prevalent for too many students across 
this country. This bill includes lan-
guage I authored, along with my Edu-
cation and Labor Committee colleague 
Representative TAKANO, to address the 
issue of food insecurity by making sure 
that students who are eligible for 
SNAP are aware of their eligibility and 
have the support they need to secure 
those benefits. 

The College Affordability Act also in-
creases Pell grant funding, supports 
school-based childcare centers, pro-
vides stronger accountability measures 
for institutions, creates an emergency 
grant program for students who en-
counter unexpected financial barriers, 
and makes urgently needed improve-
ments to the public service loan for-
giveness program. 

I am proud of the work that the Edu-
cation and Labor Committee has done 
in crafting the College Affordability 
Act. I am grateful to Chairman SCOTT 
for his leadership. I urge all of my col-
leagues to support this crucial legisla-
tion when it comes to the floor as we 
continue our work to make college af-
fordable and equitable for everyone. 

f 

RECOGNIZING NATIONAL RURAL 
HEALTH DAY 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania (Mr. THOMPSON) for 5 
minutes. 

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise today to recognize 
November 21 as National Rural Health 
Day. 

Nearly 60 million Americans call 
rural America home. It is a great place 
to live, to work, and to raise a family. 

To ensure the vitality and vibrancy 
of rural America, investments in infra-
structure, technology, and healthcare 
are critical. Americans in every corner 
of the Nation deserve access to reli-
able, quality healthcare, but rural 
America faces its own unique health 
challenges that need to be addressed. 

Sadly, rural Americans are more 
likely than those in urban areas to die 
prematurely from heart disease, can-
cer, unintentional injury, chronic 
lower respiratory disease, and stroke, 
the Nation’s five leading causes of 
death. 

Rural America is no stranger to 
healthcare struggles, including long 
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distances to the closest hospital, many 
uninsured or underinsured residents, 
and a larger number of aging residents 
with chronic conditions. 

Another issue is simply the lack of 
doctors and providers. There are only 
40 physicians for every 100,000 people in 
rural America. This leads to unserved 
patients and overworked medical pro-
fessionals. 

One way to address these issues is 
through telemedicine. Telemedicine 
can reduce healthcare barriers, in-
crease access, and bolster convenience 
for millions of Americans. 

Telemedicine is critical in ensuring 
increased access to care for Americans 
who live many miles away from a hos-
pital or a doctor’s office. It can also 
make a difference in the lives of lim-
ited-mobility Americans, like those 
who may be elderly or living with dif-
ferent types of disabilities. 

Another way to improve the health 
of rural Americans who may be consid-
ered low-income is to address out-of- 
pocket costs for Medicaid expenses. 

Something that needs to be addressed 
for seniors in not only rural America 
but also across the country is the mis-
use of direct and indirect remunera-
tion, or DIR, and how it has impacted 
the part D drug plans. Over the years, 
DIR has become a catchall for phar-
macy fees, which has unfairly shifted 
additional costs onto Medicaid pa-
tients. 

While progress has been made with 
the 2018 Medicare part D pricing rule, 
there is still much more to be done. 
That is why I cosponsored H.R. 1034, 
the Phair Pricing Act. This bill di-
rectly addresses necessary reforms to 
DIR fees by doing four key things. 

First, the Phair Pricing Act will re-
quire all price concessions between a 
pharmacy and a pharmacy benefits 
manager be included at the point of 
sale to decrease patient costs. 

Second, the bill will realign market 
incentives to ensure patients have ac-
cess to and receive the best possible 
care. 

Third, the Phair Pricing Act will di-
rect the Secretary of Health and 
Human Services to establish a working 
group of stakeholders to create quality 
measures based on a pharmacy’s prac-
tice. 

Lastly, the bill would ensure phar-
macy benefits managers disclose all 
fees, price concessions, and programs 
to the Centers for Medicare and Med-
icaid Services. 

Mr. Speaker, rural Americans de-
serve the best medical care available, 
and we can improve options for them 
and for all Americans through com-
monsense, bipartisan solutions like in-
vestments in telemedicine and legisla-
tion like the Phair Pricing Act. 

f 

STREAMLINING NATURAL 
DISASTER RESPONSE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Texas (Mr. GREEN) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. GREEN of Texas. Mr. Speaker, 
and still I rise because I love my coun-
try, and I rise today with a very special 
message concerning some of the disas-
ters that confront us in this country. 

I rise because, last night, this House 
passed H.R. 3702. This was a piece of 
legislation designed to deal with emer-
gency management after these disas-
ters. It is styled the Reforming Dis-
aster Recovery Act of 2019. 

This is an important piece of legisla-
tion that passed, and because it has 
passed the House, it is most appro-
priate that we do several things. The 
first is to acknowledge the support 
that it had in the House and give 
thanks to those who have supported 
the legislation. I have to thank all the 
290 Members of this House who voted to 
support this legislation—290 Members. 
It was bipartisan. 

Mrs. ANN WAGNER was the Repub-
lican lead on this bill, and she did great 
work in bringing along the bipartisan 
effort that was necessary to pass the 
legislation—Mrs. ANN WAGNER, a co-
sponsor of the legislation to deal with 
natural disasters. 

I would also like to thank my chair-
woman of the Financial Services Com-
mittee, the Honorable MAXINE WATERS, 
who fought fearlessly to help us get 
this passed. 

But I cannot do this without ac-
knowledging the ranking member, the 
Honorable Mr. MCHENRY, who also 
fought to get it passed. In fact, it 
passed out of the committee unani-
mously because of WATERS and 
MCHENRY, and because of the Honor-
able ANN WAGNER. It passed out of the 
committee unanimously. 

The bill came to the floor, and again, 
290 of the Members of this Congress 
voted for it. I salute all the persons 
who helped to make this possible. 

Just a quick word about the bill, and 
5 minutes is not nearly enough to 
thank all the people associated with it. 

Mr. Speaker, I include in the RECORD 
a long list of persons, not the least of 
which, of course, will be the staff. 

Rep. Wagner, Chair Waters and Ranking 
Member McHenry, Leaders Hoyer and 
McCarthy, Democratic and Republican Staff, 
Office of Inspector General, Department of 
Housing and Urban Development; Secretary 
of Housing and Urban Development Dr. Ben 
Carson, Chair DeFazio and Ranking Member 
Sam Graves, Chair Lowey and Ranking 
Member Kay Granger, Houston Mayor Syl-
vester Turner, Harris County Judge Hidalgo, 
Harris County Commissioner Rodney Ellis, 
Harris County Commissioner Adrian Garcia. 

ENDORSEMENTS 
National Housing Resource Center. 
National Fair Housing Alliance. 
National Low Income Housing Coalition. 
Disaster Housing Recovery Coalition, 800+ 

members, including: The Arc of the United 
States, Autistic Self Advocacy Network, 
Consortium for Citizens with Disabilities 
Housing Task Force, Disaster Law Project, 
Enterprise Community Partners, Fair Share 
Housing Center, Habitat for Humanity Inter-
national, Hispanic Federation, Local Initia-
tives Support Coalition, National Associa-
tion of Councils on Developmental Disabil-
ities, National Coalition for Healthy Hous-
ing, National Community Development Asso-

ciation, National Law Center on Homeless-
ness & Poverty, Paralyzed Veterans of Amer-
ica, Texas Low Income Housing Information 
Service. 

Mr. GREEN of Texas. Mr. Speaker, 
the staff really worked diligently and 
tirelessly to get this bill passed as well. 

But the bill itself, after natural dis-
asters in this country, we have been 
relegated to starting a process to ac-
cord various areas in the country that 
are impacted funding to help them re-
build, to help them restore order to 
their lives. 

In doing this, we have not codified 
the methodology by which we would 
perfect the assistance that is needed. 
We never codified it. Twenty-six years 
ago, HUD received the responsibility to 
respond, but we didn’t give any codified 
rules. 

The HUD OIG indicated that there 
was a necessity to codify some rules so 
that we could respond in a timely man-
ner but, also, do it in an efficacious 
manner such that we would not re-
invent the wheel each and every time, 
which is what we have been doing, rein-
venting the wheel. 

Well, this bill does that. It codifies 
the whole process of dealing with man-
agement after a disaster. 

FEMA deals with the emergency side 
of it, in terms of an immediate re-
sponse, providing persons with some-
place to live, providing persons with 
the necessities of life. But the long- 
term response is what HUD deals with. 

Under this long-term response legis-
lation that we passed yesterday, HUD 
now can work with municipalities di-
rectly, in some cases. If a municipality 
has demonstrated that it can handle 
large sums of money, then funding can 
go from the Congress to the munici-
pality, as opposed to some other agen-
cy within the State and then trickle 
down to that municipality. 

Houston, Texas, by way of example, 
has demonstrated that it can handle 
these large sums of money. They have 
a great accounting department. Mayor 
Turner is there, and he has done an 
outstanding job. 

With this kind of opportunity to get 
direct funding, people will receive help 
more efficaciously. They will receive it 
immediately. 

Also, in small areas of the country, 
small cities, they will get a better un-
derstanding of how they can approach 
this process and how they can get the 
funding accorded them in a faster way. 

The bill really is something that has 
been needed, not only for the hurri-
canes and the flooding but also for the 
tornadic activities, for the earthquakes 
that will visit some parts of the coun-
try, and for the fires that we will have. 

This legislation is meaningful, and I 
will say more about it in the future. 

f 

MOVING IMPEACHMENT 
GOALPOSTS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Alabama (Mr. BYRNE) for 5 minutes. 
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Mr. BYRNE. Mr. Speaker, unfortu-

nately, I must rise again because, like 
so many times before, the goalposts for 
impeaching President Trump have 
moved. At this rate, NANCY PELOSI 
must be any field goal kicker’s worst 
nightmare. 

Since literally day one, it has been 
abundantly clear that the far-left 
members of a so-called squad have been 
moving this Democratic majority clos-
er to impeaching the President. They 
don’t care why or how. They don’t care 
what evidence, real or imagined, is 
used. They care only about the end re-
sult: impeaching President Trump so 
that he will not win reelection. 

As this radical faction gains domi-
nance in the Democratic Party, Speak-
er PELOSI has tried every justification 
in the book to impeach this President. 

We were told for years that we would 
get to impeachment from the Mueller 
report. They said just wait, wait till 
the report. It is going to show Russian 
collusion. 

Well, 2 years and millions of dollars 
down the drain, Mueller showed no col-
lusion. 

b 1015 
The Democrat narrative quickly 

turned towards ‘‘obstruction of jus-
tice,’’ but that, too, fell flat. 

But then, Mr. Speaker, the majority 
got a new gift, the whistleblower. 
Never mind he had no firsthand knowl-
edge of what he blew the whistle on; 
never mind he is a partisan Democrat; 
never mind he worked with ADAM 
SCHIFF on his new allegations against 
President Trump. 

It was campaign finance violations. 
Well, that didn’t work. So then it was 
quid pro quo. For weeks, that is all the 
majority talked about. 

Not anymore. Apparently, Mr. 
Speaker, some highly paid political 
consultants warned Speaker PELOSI 
that quid pro quo did not resonate with 
the American people. So now it seems 
they have moved on to another version 
of impeachment that tested best in 
their focus groups, the nefarious- 
sounding ‘‘bribery.’’ It is bribery. That 
is what we will impeach President 
Trump on. 

Well, Mr. Speaker, I think my friends 
on the other side need to dust off their 
law books because, unfortunately for 
their latest impeachment fantasy, brib-
ery isn’t just some word. It is a real 
crime with a real definition, and it is 
one this majority cannot prove. 

You see, bribery occurs when an indi-
vidual ‘‘corruptly’’ links receiving 
something of value in exchange for an 
official government action. 

I say to the majority, show me how 
asking Ukraine to look into the 2016 
election and into the sketchy dealings 
of Hunter Biden is acting corruptly. 
Because I will tell you what: I will 
show you evidence that Ukrainian offi-
cials were working to boost Secretary 
Clinton, and I will show you evidence 
that the Obama administration itself 
was concerned about Hunter Biden’s 
deals. 

I think most Americans will say 
maybe the President of the United 
States should be looking into these 
things. I think they will say we want 
the President looking into possible cor-
ruption in our government and inter-
ference in our elections. 

More importantly, I say to the ma-
jority, show me how President Trump 
linked aid to these investigations. 

Mr. Speaker, President Trump’s 
phone call with Ukraine’s President 
Zelensky—you know, the one that the 
whistleblower blew the whistle on—it 
is on the internet. Everyone can read 
it, and I hope that they will, because 
nowhere in that call did President 
Trump ever link any aid to Ukraine in 
exchange for anything. The President 
did not one time—not one time—even 
mention any kind of hold on the aid, 
not once. 

This is not bribery. This is not im-
peachable conduct. Yet here we are 
trying to remove the President of the 
United States, the leader of this coun-
try, the man chosen by the voters, over 
these newest allegations. 

Mr. Speaker, the American people 
see past this charade. They know that 
this is a partisan political scheme. And 
at this point, I think most people who 
are paying attention, those who 
haven’t tuned out, know this is just the 
latest effort by Democrats to throw 
something at the wall and see it if 
sticks. 

President Trump has committed no 
‘‘bribery, treason, or high crimes and 
misdemeanors’’ the only offenses that 
the Constitution says warrant im-
peachment. 

I ask the majority, when do we stop 
and get back to the business of the 
American people? 

f 

ENOUGH IS ENOUGH 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from 
Ohio (Mrs. BEATTY) for 5 minutes. 

Mrs. BEATTY. Mr. Speaker, I am 
proud to represent the Third Congres-
sional District of Ohio. Unfortunately, 
my district, the State, and the Nation 
are no stranger to senseless gun vio-
lence, lack of affordable housing, and 
quality healthcare. 

I rise today, again, to say enough is 
enough. 

I rise to mourn the 13,200 men, 
women, and children who have been 
victims of gun violence this year. 

The time for only thoughts and pray-
ers is over. It is time for serious, hard- 
hitting policy and change. I call on my 
colleagues to support my legislation, 
H.R. 287, the SAFER Now Act. 

Safer America for Everyone Right 
Now is comprehensive and pulls to-
gether the most forward-thinking poli-
cies in one package. It would, Mr. 
Speaker, require background checks, 
prohibit the sale of semiautomatic as-
sault weapons, make trafficking in 
firearms a stand-alone criminal of-
fense, prohibit the possession of fire-
arms by a person who has been con-

victed of stalking, and bans bump 
stocks. 

Let’s pass this bill and the two gun 
reform bills already waiting on Senate 
action. 

My first-ever floor speech, when 
elected to Congress, was on gun vio-
lence. Since then, I sponsored and 
helped sponsor and pass commonsense 
gun laws, proudly received an F rating 
from the NRA, participated in the 24- 
hour gun reform sit-in, marched with 
Moms Demand Action and stood with 
Students Demand Action for gun re-
form, and more. 

I am calling on the Governor of Ohio, 
city mayors, State representatives, 
city council, community leaders, and 
others to demand action to make our 
communities safer, get guns off the 
street, train and put neighborhood po-
lice back in our communities, call 
upon the soon-to-be new police chief of 
Columbus to first patrol our inner-city 
neighborhoods, know our community, 
hold police officers accountable, and 
support reducing gun violence—because 
enough is enough. 

LACK OF AFFORDABLE HOUSING 
Mrs. BEATTY. Mr. Speaker, lack of 

affordable housing is an issue. 
The Columbus area is the most ex-

pensive region for housing in Ohio. A 
person would have to work a minimum 
wage of over $18 per hour to afford a 
two-bedroom apartment. We are fight-
ing to only get a $15-per-hour minimum 
wage. 

I recently convened an Affordable 
Housing Summit to discuss this crit-
ical issue with 36 stakeholders, toured 
the district, and, in that evening, was 
joined by some 400 constituents to have 
a community conversation, hearing 
firsthand from them about affordable 
housing issues. 

We know that young people and Afri-
can Americans are disproportionately 
affected by this housing shortage. Too 
many young people, too many seniors, 
too many veterans, and too many fami-
lies are facing homelessness. 

Columbus and our suburban areas are 
continuing to grow. We need to ensure 
that all of our residents can grow and 
prosper. 

Call to action: I recently passed a bill 
for FHA first-time home buyers to get 
a reduction on their mortgage insur-
ance for taking a financial literacy 
course. It passed the House. Now let’s 
call on the Senate to pass it. 

We must increase the supply of equi-
table opportunities to access affordable 
housing, call on the banks to design 
CRA projects with their bank-owned 
houses, raise bond financing, expand 
abatement housing buyouts, increase 
Federal funding, hire a housing czar in 
my district, and support State housing 
tax credits. 

I will continue to work with stake-
holders to address this affordable hous-
ing crisis. 

AFFORDABLE QUALITY HEALTHCARE 
Mrs. BEATTY. Mr. Speaker, lastly 

today, I rise for access to affordable 
and quality healthcare for my con-
stituents and all Americans: Too many 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 00:33 Nov 20, 2019 Jkt 099060 PO 00000 Frm 00003 Fmt 7634 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\K19NO7.004 H19NOPT1S
sp

en
ce

r 
on

 D
S

K
B

B
X

C
H

B
2P

R
O

D
 w

ith
 H

O
U

S
E



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSEH8964 November 19, 2019 
constituents do not get the care they 
need due to skyrocketing costs. Too 
many seniors can’t afford their pre-
scriptions, and they are cutting their 
pills in half to stretch their medicine. 
Too many young people cannot afford 
the insurance premiums to even get ac-
cess to a doctor. 

At the beginning of this Congress, I 
met with stakeholders in my district 
to solicit their help. I will continue to 
support the Affordable Care Act and 
oppose Republicans’ attempts to dis-
mantle this critical legislation, be-
cause if Republicans had their way, 
nearly 30 million Americans would lose 
their healthcare—an unconscionable 
and sobering statistic. 

I am proud to cosponsor H.R. 3, the 
Lower Drug Costs Now Act. 

Mr. Speaker, I am fighting for the 
people of the Third Congressional Dis-
trict of Ohio. 

f 

CELEBRATING THE 10TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE JANE PAULEY 
COMMUNITY HEALTH CENTER 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Indiana (Mr. PENCE) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. PENCE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to congratulate The Jane Pauley Com-
munity Health Center, with locations 
across Indiana, on 10 years of helping 
patients of all ages and backgrounds in 
need of care. 

Founded in 2009, these healthcare 
centers continue to service commu-
nities across the Sixth District, pro-
viding affordable healthcare to Hoo-
siers. The Jane Pauley Community 
Centers embody the spirit of humanity 
and altruism by serving those in need, 
regardless of the patients’ ability to 
pay. 

Congratulations on a decade of serv-
ice. 

CONGRATULATING THE NEW CASTLE HIGH 
SCHOOL WOMEN’S VOLLEYBALL TEAM 

Mr. PENCE. Mr. Speaker, I rise to 
recognize the New Castle High School 
women’s volleyball team for winning 
the 2019 class 4A State volleyball 
championship. This marks New Cas-
tle’s third year in a row on achieving 
this tremendous victory. 

The coaching staff and players’ hard 
work have brought pride to the New 
Castle community. Congratulations to 
the Trojans, and a great job on the 
three-peat. 

CONGRATULATING THE GREENFIELD-CENTRAL 
HIGH SCHOOL MARCHING BAND 

Mr. PENCE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize the Greenfield-Central 
High School marching band for win-
ning the class B Indiana State cham-
pionship. 

I recently visited Greenfield-Central 
High School and was able to meet some 
of the band members and see their in-
credible facilities firsthand. The 160- 
member Cougar Pride Marching Band 
spent hours every day working toward 
this goal, and it is an accomplishment 
they are sure to remember for the rest 
of their lives. 

I congratulate the Cougars on their 
awesome achievement. 

CONGRATULATING BARBARA HINKLE 

Mr. PENCE. Mr. Speaker, I rise to 
recognize Barbara Hinkle of Conners-
ville for receiving the Archbishop Ed-
ward T. O’Meara Respect Life Award. 

As a member of the St. Gabriel par-
ish, Barbara started the Compassionate 
Visitors and Vigil Keepers Group, 
which serves local nursing homes. Bar-
bara started the group to bring, as she 
said, ‘‘joy and hope to the lonely and 
peace and comfort to the dying.’’ 

I congratulate Barbara on her award 
and thank her for her servant’s heart. 

CONGRATULATING MUNCIE PUBLIC LIBRARY 

Mr. PENCE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to express my appreciation for the 
Muncie Public Library receiving the 
Historic Preservation Education Grant. 

The funds from Indiana Humanities, 
in cooperation with the National En-
dowment for the Humanities, will be 
used to help the library share its his-
tory and preservation needs with the 
public. 

Carnegie Library was the first li-
brary building in Muncie and one of the 
first to be built in Indiana on a full do-
nation from Andrew Carnegie. This fa-
cility serves as an icon of history and 
a modern workspace and receives my 
full support in Congress. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE SERVICE OF 
AMERICORPS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
California (Mr. BERA) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. BERA. Mr. Speaker, today I rise 
to talk about one of the great service- 
based programs in America, the 
AmeriCorps program. 

Since 1994, more than 1.1 million 
Americans have served in AmeriCorps. 
Today, more than 75,000 AmeriCorps 
members serve each year at over 21,000 
locations across the country, including 
nonprofits, schools, public education 
agencies, and community and faith- 
based groups. 

AmeriCorps members come from all 
across this country. They are young 
men and women looking to learn lead-
ership and give back to our country 
and our communities. 

They serve critical needs like fight-
ing poverty, sustaining national parks, 
responding to and preparing for disas-
ters, and mentoring youth. 

They mobilize and coordinate mil-
lions of volunteers to serve alongside 
them, which promotes a lasting impact 
on the volunteers and the communities 
that they serve. 

I was recently fortunate to speak at 
the induction ceremony for the 
AmeriCorps National Civilian Commu-
nity Corps, one of three AmeriCorps 
programs. AmeriCorps NCCC members 
are assigned to one of four regional 
campuses, one being Sacramento, Cali-
fornia, the district I represent. 

Before becoming AmeriCorps mem-
bers, the inductees have to take the 

AmeriCorps member pledge; and, as I 
read that pledge, I thought this is 
something that we ought to think 
about as Members of Congress. 

Mr. Speaker, let me read that pledge 
to you right now. It says: 

I will get things done for America, to make 
our people safer, smarter, and healthier. 

I will bring Americans together to 
strengthen our communities. 

Faced with apathy, I will take action. 
Faced with conflict, I will seek common 

ground. 
Faced with adversity, I will persevere. 
I will carry this commitment with me this 

year and beyond. 
I am an AmeriCorps member, and I will get 

things done. 

Imagine, if these young Americans 
can take that pledge, what if we just 
changed that last line to ‘‘I am a Mem-
ber of Congress, and I will get things 
done’’? 

We can learn something from these 
young people. Let’s come together as a 
body. Let’s emulate what we are teach-
ing that next generation, and let’s get 
things done, Congress. 

f 

b 1030 

RECOGNIZING NATIONAL 
ADOPTION AWARENESS MONTH 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania (Mr. SMUCKER) for 5 min-
utes. 

Mr. SMUCKER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize November as Na-
tional Adoption Awareness Month. 

According to the Adoption Network, 
one out of every 25 families in the 
United States has an adopted child. 
That means adoption has directly 
touched the lives of one-third of the 
U.S. population. 

Yet, despite the widespread impact of 
adoption, many more children still 
need a loving home. The average child 
waits for an adoptive family for more 
than 3 years, and nearly 115,000 chil-
dren are waiting to find their forever 
home. We can do better. 

Many barriers prevent these children 
from being placed in loving homes. 
They include the high and often unpre-
dictable cost of adoption, and families 
and birth mothers simply not having 
enough information about the option of 
adoption. 

To reduce these barriers and help 
support increased adoption placement, 
I recently introduced the Improving 
Adoption Outcomes and Affordability 
Act. My legislation provides assistance 
to State or local governments, public 
and private adoption agencies, faith- 
based organizations, and eligible non-
profits for the purpose of improving 
adoption education, providing prebirth 
counseling assistance to birth mothers 
choosing adoption, and helping to 
cover mental health or substance abuse 
treatments to mothers struggling with 
addiction and other personal chal-
lenges during pregnancy. 

Not only will this increased edu-
cation and counseling improve the out-
come of the adoption for both birth 
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mothers and adopting families, but it 
will also provide more pricing stability 
to the overall fees that families pay 
during an adoption. Adoptions often 
cost tens of thousands of dollars, which 
is a financial impediment to families 
making this life-affirming choice. In-
jecting more price predictability into 
the adoption system may be the help 
that families need when making the 
decision to adopt. 

Last Congress, bipartisan legislation 
that I introduced to reduce known bar-
riers for foster placement was signed 
into law. This bill builds on that effort 
to improve adoption outcomes, and we 
all will remain committed to ensuring 
that every child has the opportunity to 
grow up in a safe and loving home. 
RECOGNIZING ANN LETORT ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 

Mr. SMUCKER. Mr. Speaker I rise 
today to congratulate the faculty, 
staff, and students of Ann LeTort Ele-
mentary School in the Penn Manor 
School District on being recognized as 
the 2019–2020 National Blue Ribbon 
School. 

Mr. Speaker, the National Blue Rib-
bon Schools program was founded near-
ly 40 years ago to recognize out-
standing public and private schools, 
who are making a difference and exem-
plify excellence. LeTort Elementary 
was recognized as an Exemplary 
Achievement Gap Closing School. 

I would like to thank Penn Manor su-
perintendent Dr. Michael Leichliter, 
the Penn Manor School Board, and the 
leadership and teachers at Ann LeTort 
Elementary for working very hard for 
this achievement. We know how a qual-
ity education prepares students for 
success throughout the rest of their 
lives. 

Mr. Speaker, in their application for 
recognition, school principal Mrs. 
Carly McPherson notes that, ‘‘it is evi-
dent how individuals throughout the 
community are vested in the education 
of every LeTort student.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, I thank and congratu-
late that community for making a dif-
ference in the lives of their students 
and for being recognized as a National 
Blue Ribbon School. 

f 

RECOGNIZING ALABAMA’S 200TH 
ANNIVERSARY OF STATEHOOD 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from 
Alabama (Mrs. ROBY) for 5 minutes. 

Mrs. ROBY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to highlight an important time in Ala-
bama’s history. 

I am proud to lead the efforts joined 
by my colleagues from Alabama in in-
troducing a resolution today, which 
honors the 200th anniversary of Ala-
bama’s statehood. 

On December 14, 1819, Alabama was 
incorporated into the Union as the 22nd 
State. December 14, 2019, will mark 200 
years since the historical day of our 
State’s incorporation. This is a monu-
mental occasion in our State’s history, 
and we are looking forward to joining 
Alabamians in a year full of memo-

rable celebration and commemoration 
of the bicentennial. 

It is my greatest honor to represent 
and serve the people of Alabama’s Sec-
ond Congressional District, which in-
cludes Montgomery, our State’s capital 
city. Alabama is currently experi-
encing extreme economic development 
and job growth across the State, which 
makes this special time even more ex-
citing for us all. 

I join my colleagues in recognizing 
this milestone in our State’s history. I 
am grateful to have the opportunity to 
serve the people of Alabama as we cele-
brate the birthday and history of the 
beloved State we all call home. 

f 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess until noon 
today. 

Accordingly (at 10 o’clock and 35 
minutes a.m.), the House stood in re-
cess. 

f 

b 1200 

AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker pro 
tempore (Mr. CUELLAR) at noon. 

f 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, the Reverend Patrick 
J. Conroy, offered the following prayer: 

Almighty God, we give You thanks 
for giving us another day. 

Bless all Members with wisdom in 
good measure—pressed down, shaken 
together, and running over—that the 
legacy of great legislators of our his-
tory might be carried on with integrity 
for the benefit of all. 

In the proceedings this day, may all 
Members be impelled by the spirit to 
perform as their best selves, mindful of 
the great responsibility they have to 
remain faithful to the Constitution 
which guarantees all of our security as 
Americans. 

May all that is done in the people’s 
House be for Your greater honor and 
glory. 

Amen. 
f 

THE JOURNAL 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair has examined the Journal of the 
last day’s proceedings and announces 
to the House his approval thereof. 

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved. 

Mr. HIGGINS of New York. Mr. 
Speaker, pursuant to clause 1, rule I, I 
demand a vote on agreeing to the 
Speaker’s approval of the Journal. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the Speaker’s approval 
of the Journal. 

The question was taken; and the 
Speaker pro tempore announced that 
the ayes appeared to have it. 

Mr. HIGGINS of New York. Mr. 
Speaker, I object to the vote on the 
ground that a quorum is not present 
and make the point of order that a 
quorum is not present. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8, rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this question will be post-
poned. 

The point of no quorum is considered 
withdrawn. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the 

gentlewoman from Minnesota (Ms. 
CRAIG) come forward and lead the 
House in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Ms. CRAIG led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 
A message in writing from the Presi-

dent of the United States was commu-
nicated to the House by Miss Kaitlyn 
Roberts, one of his secretaries. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair will entertain up to 15 requests 
for 1-minute speeches on each side of 
the aisle. 

f 

RESPONDING TO RAIL-BASED 
INCIDENTS 

(Mr. HIGGINS of New York asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute.) 

Mr. HIGGINS of New York. Mr. 
Speaker, last weekend, a train derailed 
in Niagara Falls, New York, tossing 
several cars filled with butane on their 
side within yards of neighborhoods, 
residences, and local restaurants. 

The Niagara Falls Fire Department 
and Niagara Falls Air Reserve Station 
responded quickly and, fortunately, 
this time, the emergency didn’t rise to 
the level of placing the community in 
great danger. 

According to the United States De-
partment of Transportation, over 1,300 
train derailments took place in 2018 
alone, leaving no doubt that situations 
like this will occur again. 

That is why I have introduced, along 
with Congresswoman HERRERA 
BEUTLER, the Fire Department Proper 
Response and Equipment Prioritization 
Act. This bipartisan legislation ensures 
that our brave first responders have ac-
cess to Federal grants that support the 
specialized training and equipment 
necessary to respond to rail-based inci-
dents, making the safety of our com-
munities a priority. 

f 

THE TIME TO PASS THE USMCA IS 
NOW 

(Mr. STAUBER asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
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minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. STAUBER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to address the critical need to 
pass the USMCA, a trade agreement for 
the 21st century. The USMCA would 
expand our markets, add $63 billion to 
the economy, and create 176,000 new 
jobs, with thousands of those jobs com-
ing to Minnesota. 

When I am back in Minnesota’s 
Eighth Congressional District meeting 
farmers, workers, and businessmen and 
-women alike, I am often asked why 
Congress has not yet passed the 
USMCA, even though it was signed by 
the President nearly a year ago. And 
my answer is this: If we voted on the 
USMCA today, it would pass the House 
with strong bipartisan support. 

Unfortunately, Democratic leader-
ship’s refusal to bring this critical 
trade agreement to the House floor for 
a vote continues, and uncertainty re-
mains for millions of Americans. 

Pursuing partisan impeachment 
rather than clinching bipartisan wins 
for the American worker, is not what a 
majority of the American people sent 
us here to do. Enough is enough. I urge 
Democratic leadership to stop playing 
politics and join the rest of us in work-
ing for the American people. 

The time to pass the USMCA is now. 
f 

LOWERING PRESCRIPTION DRUG 
PRICES 

(Ms. CRAIG asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Ms. CRAIG. Mr. Speaker, the number 
one issue that my constituents have 
asked me to address is the price of 
healthcare and, especially, the cost of 
prescription drugs. It is long past time 
for commonsense legislation to end the 
ban on price negotiation for drugs for 
our Nation’s Medicare patients. 

This one action will hold Big Pharma 
accountable and encourage more com-
petition. That is why the special inter-
ests have opposed H.R. 3, because it 
forces them to lower their prices for 
U.S. patients. 

We can use the money saved to lower 
premiums, cap out-of-pocket costs for 
our Nation’s seniors, and invest in the 
National Institutes of Health’s life-
saving research and innovation. 

These are decisions that impact real 
people. Take my constituent from 
Rosemount. He has Crohn’s disease and 
takes a medication called Canasa. 
When he started taking the drug, it 
was $100 for a 30-day supply. Over the 
past 10 years, that has skyrocketed to 
$1,500 a month. In Canada, that same 
drug costs $75 a month. 

It is time to stop talking and take 
action. 

f 

JUVENILE DIABETES RESEARCH 
FOUNDATION ONE WALK 

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina 
asked and was given permission to ad-

dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr. 
Speaker, on Saturday, I walked in the 
Juvenile Diabetes Research Founda-
tion One Walk at Segra Park, home of 
the famous Columbia Fireflies. I am 
grateful to have been able to support 
such an important cause and walk in 
support of eradicating type 1 diabetes. 

The money raised at the JDRF One 
Walk in Columbia supports life-chang-
ing research that gives hope to those 
impacted by type 1 diabetes. It is an 
autoimmune disease that strikes sud-
denly and is serious and stressful to 
families, challenging families across 
our district. 

Currently, there is nothing that can 
be done to prevent type 1 diabetes and 
there is no cure. JDRF is a leader in 
funding diabetes research, motivated 
by their vision of a world without type 
1 diabetes. This organization works 
tirelessly to improve the lives of those 
affected by this disease by accelerating 
life-changing breakthroughs to cure, 
prevent, and treat diabetes. 

I appreciate JDRF Palmetto Chapter 
Development Director Beth McCrary 
for her hard work and success in co-
ordinating the JDRF Walk in Columbia 
and for her advocacy for ending type 1 
diabetes. 

In conclusion, God bless our troops, 
and we will never forget September the 
11th in the global war on terrorism. 

f 

FUNDING THE GOVERNMENT 
THROUGH DECEMBER 20, 2019 

(Mrs. LAWRENCE asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
her remarks.) 

Mrs. LAWRENCE. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today in strong support of the con-
tinuing resolution to fund our govern-
ment. 

Unfortunately, it breaks my heart 
that we have not been able to do our 
job and reach a consensus on a budget, 
but we will not be shutting down our 
government. The bill ensures that the 
Federal Government does not shut 
down a week before Americans cele-
brate Thanksgiving with their families, 
preventing countless Federal employ-
ees from being forced to work without 
a paycheck. 

For my home State of Michigan, this 
continuing resolution repeals section 
1438 of the FAST Act, which would re-
scind over $7 billion in highway fund-
ing from the States. This repeal would 
protect over $300 million in critical 
funding for Michigan, which is needed 
for our highways. 

I am also thrilled that the continuing 
resolution provides a 3 percent pay in-
crease for our Nation’s servicemembers 
who devote their lives to protecting 
our Nation. 

While the House and Senate use this 
additional month to continue negoti-
ating complete fiscal year funding, I 
urge the Senate to include House lan-
guage that would include increased 

funding for maternal mortality, envi-
ronmental protection, and programs 
that give women and families a better 
chance. 

f 

DIRECT-TO-CONSUMER ADVER-
TISING COSTS IN THE UNITED 
STATES 
(Mr. MURPHY of North Carolina 

asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute.) 

Mr. MURPHY of North Carolina. Mr. 
Speaker, I would like to bring aware-
ness today to a challenge that most 
Americans face every day with the 
high cost of their prescribed medica-
tions. 

Since 2010, the practicing cost of 
drugs in the United States has risen by 
close to 10 percent per year. As a physi-
cian, I see patients who forgo their 
medications because they simply can-
not afford them. 

In 1996, the United States’ use of di-
rect-to-consumer advertising began a 
skyrocketing climb such that, today, 8 
out of the top 10 pharmaceutical com-
panies in the U.S. spend more on adver-
tising than they do on research, per-
sonnel, or manufacturing. In fact, we 
are only one of two countries in the 
world that allow this practice, and this 
is a major reason why we have the 
highest cost of medications in the 
world. 

As a physician, I am often put in the 
unenviable position of explaining to a 
patient why the drug they see on TV is 
not the right drug for them and why. 
Patients ask their doctor about this 
medication, only for them to receive 
entirely different advice from their 
physician who diagnoses their illness. 

Yes, I am an ardent supporter of free 
speech, yet I would ask the American 
public: Is it worth it to you to pay up 
to 25 percent more for your medica-
tions just to see them advertised on 
television? 

So rather than investing billions of 
dollars in advertising, pharmaceutical 
companies could be decreasing the cost 
of medications or using that money for 
cure research. 

I ask for bipartisan support of this 
measure. 

f 

LEGAL IMMIGRATION MAKES OUR 
COUNTRY GREAT 

(Mr. BUDD asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. BUDD. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to showcase why legal immigration 
makes our country great. 

Earlier this month, I had the oppor-
tunity to give a keynote address at a 
naturalization ceremony for new U.S. 
citizens. I awarded 68 new Americans 
with their citizenship certificates and 
spoke with their families and their 
loved ones. Being a part of that cere-
mony reinforced my patriotism and my 
belief in our country. 

We want the best and the brightest 
from around the world to come to our 
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shores, and we want them to do it the 
right way. That is part of the Amer-
ican story. 

So let no one claim that being tough 
on illegal immigration has to mean 
that you in any way oppose immi-
grants. It is actually quite the oppo-
site. We want people to come to the 
United States the American way, the 
legal way, so they can pursue their 
American Dream. 

f 

REMEMBERING THE GETTYSBURG 
ADDRESS 

(Mr. JOYCE of Pennsylvania asked 
and was given permission to address 
the House for 1 minute and to revise 
and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. JOYCE of Pennsylvania. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise today to remember 
President Lincoln’s famous remarks in 
Gettysburg, 156 years ago today. 

In the Gettysburg Address, President 
Lincoln expressed some of the most im-
portant American values in just 272 
words. At the time, President Lincoln 
said: ‘‘The world will little note, nor 
long remember what we say here, but 
it can never forget what they did 
here.’’ 

Over the past 150 years, the world 
still remembers the service of those 
who fought in Gettysburg, including 
my great-grandfather. 

We continue to remember and to 
cherish what President Lincoln said 
there, and we remain resolved ‘‘that 
government of the people, by the peo-
ple, for the people, shall not perish 
from the Earth.’’ 

It is my privilege to represent Get-
tysburg, Pennsylvania, in the United 
States House of Representatives and to 
highlight our region’s significant role 
in American history. 

f 

b 1215 

FOOD BANKS PLAY AN IMPOR-
TANT ROLE IN SUPPORTING 
FAMILIES WHO NEED A HELPING 
HAND 

(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania. 
Mr. Speaker, this weekend I had the 
pleasure of joining volunteers of my 
district at the Port Matilda Baptist 
Church for the monthly CommonFood 
distribution event. 

CommonFood is an organization that 
works to provide underserved and un-
deremployed elderly, single-parent 
families, and low-income families in 
western Centre County with nutritious 
food. 

CommonFood feeds approximately 
140 to 150 families in the area. Each 
month these families receive a box of 
food valued at approximately $150 filled 
with meat, produce, and nonperish-
ables. 

Organizations like CommonFood and 
our Nation’s food banks play an impor-

tant role in supporting families who 
may need a helping hand. Through the 
USDA’s Emergency Food Assistance 
Program, States are provided with food 
that is then distributed to local food 
banks and soup kitchens. These organi-
zations then distribute quality ingredi-
ents to low-income households who are, 
in turn, able to provide their families 
with nutritious meals. 

Organizations that provide emer-
gency food assistance play an impor-
tant role in the lives of low-income 
families, and they deserve our support. 
I am proud to support the farm bill 
that provides that type of support. 

f 

CONGRATULATING LOYALSOCK 
LANCERS MARCHING BAND 

(Mr. KELLER asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. KELLER. Mr. Speaker, on behalf 
of the people of Pennsylvania’s 12th 
Congressional District, I congratulate 
the Loyalsock Lancers Marching Band 
on their recent State championship at 
the 2019 Cavalcade of Bands. 

The Lancers 2019 show entitled, 
‘‘Heart of the Machine,’’ Tin Man’s 
journey to finding his heart, has been 
noted as leaving fans on their feet 
cheering during halftime events at 
football games and during their com-
petition season. 

The Loyalsock Lancers Marching 
Band has a rich history of success, win-
ning the 2017 Cavalcade of Bands, being 
20-time Tournament of Bands Region 4 
champions, and marching in the Na-
tional Outback Bowl parade. The band 
is the only band in North America to 
open for the performing group 
DRUMLine Live. 

Even given this rich history of 
achievement, band director Ryan 
Bulgarelli said that the 2019 Lancers 
are possibly the best in school history. 
Again, I congratulate the Loyalsock 
Lancers Marching Band on their recent 
State championship. 

f 

REQUEST TO CONSIDER HOUSE 
AMENDMENT TO SENATE 
AMENDMENT TO H.R. 1865, NA-
TIONAL LAW ENFORCEMENT MU-
SEUM COMMEMORATIVE COIN 
ACT 

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, I ask 
unanimous consent that it be in order 
at any time to take from the Speaker’s 
table the bill, H.R. 1865, with the Sen-
ate amendment thereto, and to con-
sider in the House, without interven-
tion of any point of order, a motion of-
fered by the chair of the Committee on 
Appropriations or her designee that the 
House concur in the Senate amend-
ment with the amendment submitted 
for printing by Representative LOWEY 
of New York in the portion of the CON-
GRESSIONAL RECORD designated for that 
purpose in clause 8 of rule XVIII; that 
the Senate amendment and the motion 
be considered as read; that the motion 
be debatable for 1 hour equally divided 

and controlled by the chair and rank-
ing minority member of the Committee 
on Appropriations; that the previous 
question be considered as ordered on 
the motion to adoption without inter-
vening motion or demand for division 
of the question; and that House Resolu-
tion 708 be laid on the table. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Massachusetts? 

Mr. ROY. Mr. Speaker, I object. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Objec-

tion is heard. 
f 

PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION 
OF SENATE AMENDMENT TO H.R. 
3055, COMMERCE, JUSTICE, 
SCIENCE, AGRICULTURE, RURAL 
DEVELOPMENT, FOOD AND DRUG 
ADMINISTRATION, INTERIOR, EN-
VIRONMENT, MILITARY CON-
STRUCTION, VETERANS AF-
FAIRS, TRANSPORTATION, AND 
HOUSING AND URBAN DEVELOP-
MENT APPROPRIATIONS ACT, 
2020 
Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, by di-

rection of the Committee on Rules, I 
call up House Resolution 708 and ask 
for its immediate consideration. 

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows: 

H. RES. 708 
Resolved, That upon adoption of this reso-

lution it shall be in order to take from the 
Speaker’s table the bill (H.R. 3055) making 
appropriations for the Departments of Com-
merce and Justice, Science, and Related 
Agencies for the fiscal year ending Sep-
tember 30, 2020, and for other purposes, with 
the Senate amendment thereto, and to con-
sider in the House, without intervention of 
any point of order, a motion offered by the 
chair of the Committee on Appropriations or 
her designee that the House concur in the 
Senate amendment with an amendment in-
serting the text of Rules Committee Print 
116-38 in lieu of the matter proposed to be in-
serted by the Senate. The Senate amend-
ment and the motion shall be considered as 
read. The motion shall be debatable for one 
hour equally divided and controlled by the 
chair and ranking minority member of the 
Committee on Appropriations. The previous 
question shall be considered as ordered on 
the motion to its adoption without inter-
vening motion. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from Massachusetts is recog-
nized for 1 hour. 

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, for 
the purpose of debate only, I yield the 
customary 30 minutes to the gen-
tleman from Oklahoma (Mr. COLE), 
pending which I yield myself such time 
as I may consume. During consider-
ation of this resolution, all time yield-
ed is for the purpose of debate only. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
be given 5 legislative days to revise and 
extend their remarks. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Massachusetts? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, on 

Monday, the Rules Committee met and 
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reported a rule, House Resolution 708, 
providing for consideration of the Sen-
ate amendment to H.R. 3055. One hour 
of general debate has been provided, 
controlled by the chair and ranking 
minority member of the Committee on 
Appropriations. 

Mr. Speaker, funding the government 
may seem like an arcane exercise to 
some watching this debate today, but 
it is the most basic responsibility any 
Member of Congress has. And failure to 
follow through could be devastating. 

Remember what happened during the 
Trump shutdown? The President and 
Republican leaders who controlled the 
Congress then caused the longest gov-
ernment shutdown in American his-
tory. 

Hundreds of Federal workers were 
forced to miss paychecks. The men and 
women who keep our country safe 
struggled to put food on the table. 
Members of the Coast Guard, FBI 
agents, Border Patrol officers, and TSA 
agents waited in long lines at food 
banks to provide for their families. 
Millions of households were at risk of 
experiencing a gap in their SNAP bene-
fits without a backup plan. And I could 
go on and on. 

These debates are not just some ab-
stract political exercise. They have 
real-life consequences. And that is why 
this majority passed bills to fund 
roughly 96 percent of the Federal Gov-
ernment earlier this year, but Leader 
MCCONNELL and Senate Republicans 
couldn’t get their work done. 

So today we find ourselves needing to 
take action, once again, before funding 
runs out later this week. And, once 
again, this majority is not shirking its 
responsibilities. We are taking the lead 
through a bill that not only keeps the 
lights on, it addresses the most critical 
budget priorities we face. 

In addition to funding the govern-
ment through December 20, the under-
lying measure also gives our military a 
3.1 percent pay raise. It fully funds a 
fair and accurate 2020 Census, and it 
keeps critical public health programs 
going for another month, so consumers 
don’t see a gap in care. Families, busi-
nesses, and communities need this cer-
tainty while talks continue on a 
longer-term deal. 

Just as important as what is here, 
Mr. Speaker, is what is not here. There 
are no controversial policy provisions, 
nothing designed to make Members run 
to their partisan corners. This is sim-
ply about whether key programs re-
main authorized and funded, whether 
members of our military are able to 
avoid the pain of budget uncertainty, 
and whether we guarantee an accurate 
2020 Census. 

You know, we fight about a lot of 
issues on this floor, but this bill should 
not be one of them. I know President 
Trump’s disposition is to govern by 
tweet. That is what helped bring on the 
last Republican shutdown. I don’t 
know if he has logged on in the last few 
minutes and tried to throw a wrench 
into the process, but I hope that re-

gardless of what he does or doesn’t say 
in the next few days, Republicans will 
join us in agreeing that we should not 
be shutting the government down. 

We should pass this bill. We should 
allow appropriators to have more time 
to negotiate and continue this process 
in an orderly way. Make no mistake, 
this majority will continue fighting 
hard for our priorities. We are going to 
keep defending vital programs, and we 
will be providing a check on the Trump 
administration. But we are going to 
fight for what we believe in while 
averting another costly shutdown be-
cause it is the right thing to do, and it 
is the responsible thing to do. 

I don’t expect that my colleagues on 
the other side of the aisle are always 
going to share our priorities, but I do 
know that there are many in the 
House, and I include my ranking mem-
ber who was also an appropriator in 
that category, who is sincerely dedi-
cated to making sure we do our job to 
making sure we fund our government, 
to making sure that we achieve a rea-
sonable compromise, and to making 
sure that we avoid another shutdown 
that has such catastrophic effects. 

So I urge all my colleagues to join 
with us. Let’s allow more time for 
talks to continue while saying enough 
to government shutdowns. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. COLE. Mr. Speaker, I want to 
thank my good friend, the gentleman 
from Massachusetts (Chairman MCGOV-
ERN) for yielding me the customary 30 
minutes, and I yield myself such time 
as I may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, we are here on a bill 
that represents one of the most funda-
mental roles of the United States Con-
gress, and that is to fund the govern-
ment, and to keep it open. 

This continuing resolution ensures 
critical government funding will re-
main in place through December 20. 
While short-term measures are never 
ideal, this extension of funding is nec-
essary to ensure that the House and 
the Senate can continue to negotiate 
and reach agreement on a full-year ap-
propriation for fiscal year 2020. 

As Members of Congress, we are obli-
gated each year to pass legislation that 
funds the government and keeps it 
open so that it can continue to provide 
services that many of our constituents 
are counting on. With today’s bill, we 
ensure that the government remains 
open until December 20, which will give 
Congress time to reach an agreement 
funding the entire government for the 
rest of the fiscal year. 

This continuing resolution not only 
maintains government funding, but it 
also rightly extends authorizations for 
some key programs that otherwise 
would expire, programs like commu-
nity health centers, a special diabetes 
program, and the special diabetes pro-
gram for Native Americans. And we are 
also adding an adjustment to raise pay 
for our members of the armed services 
by 3.1 percent. 

Even though it is good news that we 
are preventing a government shutdown 
with this continuing resolution—as my 
friend knows, I certainly plan to sup-
port it when it comes to the floor—to-
day’s measure sadly represents a 
missed opportunity for the House of 
Representatives. The fact that we are 
here today on our second continuing 
resolution of this fiscal year is a re-
minder that Congress is not getting its 
work done, at least when it comes to 
appropriations. 

Last year, despite the fact that we 
were in the midst of an election cycle, 
Congress still managed to get appro-
priations bills covering 80 percent of 
full-year spending passed into law by 
the start of the fiscal year. Today, by 
contrast, we have passed exactly zero 
appropriations bills into law, despite 
being almost 2 months into the fiscal 
year. 

This state of affairs is disappointing, 
and while I recognize that this is cer-
tainly not entirely the fault of the 
House of Representatives, we still have 
yet to pass all 12 bills out of our own 
House. The job won’t get any closer to 
completion until we pass all 12 appro-
priations bills for this fiscal year. The 
American people deserve no less from 
us and our full attention on this press-
ing matter. 

Again, I share my friend’s frustration 
at this process, but I am actually 
somewhat optimistic that in the next 
30 days we can get that job done and 
get out of this cycle of continuing reso-
lutions and actually have a fully func-
tional government with 12 appropria-
tions bills. Certainly, I intend to work 
to achieve that aim. I know my friend 
and my colleagues on both sides of the 
aisle on the Appropriations Committee 
will do that, and I sincerely hope we 
can be successful. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge opposition to the 
rule, but support for the underlying 
bill, and I reserve the balance of my 
time. 

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, we 
don’t have any additional speakers on 
our side, so we are ready to close any 
time the gentleman is. 

Mr. COLE. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume. 

I urge opposition to the rule. And 
while I am encouraged that we are con-
sidering a continuing resolution to 
keep the government open and oper-
ating until December 20, our work for 
this fiscal year is not done. It is not 
going to be done until we pass all 12 ap-
propriations bills into law. 

While the House is focused on other 
areas, we have neglected some of our 
key responsibilities in both Chambers, 
quite frankly, for funding the govern-
ment for fiscal year 2020. Our constitu-
ents demand that we get our job done. 

So, Mr. Speaker, again, I reiterate 
my commitment. I know the commit-
ment of my colleagues on the Appro-
priations Committee, on both sides of 
the aisle, to work diligently to come to 
an agreement so we can we can bring 
before this body compromised legisla-
tion between a Republican Senate and 
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a Democratic House, legislation that 
we can all, frankly, send to the Presi-
dent with a great deal of pride. This 
underlying legislation gives us the 
time to do that. 

I thank my friend for cooperating, 
and I look forward to working with 
him on that measure, as well as the 
eventual completion of the appropria-
tions process. 

So, Mr. Speaker, while I oppose the 
rule, I support the underlying bill, and 
I yield back the balance of my time. 

b 1230 

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself the balance of my time. 

Let me begin my closing by again 
thanking the gentleman from Okla-
homa (Mr. COLE) not only for his work 
on the Rules Committee but also for 
his work on the Appropriations Com-
mittee. I think he understands the im-
portance of making sure that we don’t 
have any more government shutdowns, 
but he also understands that in this 
place, no matter who is in charge, you 
don’t always get 100 percent of what 
you want and that sometimes com-
promise is appropriate and necessary 
to do the right thing. 

Mr. Speaker, as the gentleman 
knows, we on this side tried to accom-
modate the minority in terms of the 
underlying measure, changing the un-
derlying measure at the minority’s re-
quest. Unfortunately, a Member on the 
minority side objected, so we were not 
able to do that, but I do have nothing 
but the highest respect for the gen-
tleman, and I appreciate his words. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, I know that some 
of my friends on the other side of the 
aisle would have drafted a different bill 
if they were in charge. I want my col-
leagues to know that if I could wave a 
magic wand and have my own way in 
everything, I would, too. 

For example, I would have removed 
the 4-month extension of the PATRIOT 
Act’s FISA provision from this bill. I 
have voted against this program in the 
past and for bipartisan reforms that 
would strip the government of this un-
checked and, I believe, unconstitu-
tional spying power. 

I may be the chairman of the Rules 
Committee, but I don’t believe it 
should be my way or the highway on 
everything. I don’t believe in blowing 
up a bipartisan, bicameral negotiation 
just because I didn’t get my own way 
on a particular provision. 

But make no mistake, Mr. Speaker, I 
hope that we have a standalone and ro-
bust debate on the FISA when the ex-
tension expires next year. As I said, 
this is a 4-month extension that we are 
talking about. Meaningful reforms, I 
think, are long overdue. 

Let me remind my colleagues what is 
at stake today. 800,000 Americans had 
their paychecks held hostage for 35 
days during the President’s last shut-
down. Workers couldn’t pay their bills. 
Communities lost access to health and 
safety services. Our national security 
was endangered. Our economy was 

harmed. The nonpartisan Congres-
sional Budget Office estimates that it 
cost us billions of dollars for the Presi-
dent’s shutdown. 

The choice before us today is whether 
we are going to vote to cause a repeat 
of that devastation or not. I think the 
costs are too high, and I would like to 
think my Republican friends have 
learned their lesson. 

Look, no one expects either side to 
stop fighting for what they believe in, 
but let’s do it while the lights are on. 

There is really nothing terribly con-
troversial here. This is not a radical 
proposal. It is about keeping the gov-
ernment funded through December 20, 
giving the men and women of our mili-
tary a raise, fully funding the Census, 
and encouraging Senator MCCONNELL 
and Senate Republicans to finally get 
their work done. 

House appropriators, I would say in a 
bipartisan way, did most of their work. 
The Senate remains a problem on get-
ting a yearlong budget deal. 

Quite frankly, if it were possible, the 
Senate majority leader should be sued 
for malpractice due to his inaction. 
But we are where we are, and we should 
all be able to agree on that. Mr. Speak-
er, I strongly urge a ‘‘yes’’ vote on this 
rule and on the underlying bill. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time, and I move the previous 
question on the resolution. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on ordering the previous 
question. 

The question was taken; and the 
Speaker pro tempore announced that 
the ayes appeared to have it. 

Mr. COLE. Mr. Speaker, on that I de-
mand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this question will be post-
poned. 

f 

CONTINUATION OF THE NATIONAL 
EMERGENCY WITH RESPECT TO 
BURUNDI—MESSAGE FROM THE 
PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED 
STATES (H. DOC. NO. 116–81) 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following message 
from the President of the United 
States; which was read and, together 
with the accompanying papers, referred 
to the Committee on Foreign Affairs 
and ordered to be printed: 

To the Congress of the United States: 
Section 202(d) of the National Emer-

gencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides 
for the automatic termination of a na-
tional emergency unless, within 90 
days before the anniversary date of its 
declaration, the President publishes in 
the Federal Register and transmits to 
the Congress a notice stating that the 
emergency is to continue in effect be-
yond the anniversary date. In accord-
ance with this provision, I have sent to 
the Federal Register for publication the 
enclosed notice stating that the na-

tional emergency with respect to the 
situation in Burundi declared in Execu-
tive Order 13712 of November 22, 2015, is 
to continue in effect beyond November 
22, 2019. 

The situation in Burundi, which has 
been marked by killing and other vio-
lence against civilians, unrest, the in-
citement of violence, and significant 
political repression, and which threat-
ens the peace, security, and stability of 
Burundi and the region, continues to 
pose an unusual and extraordinary 
threat to the national security and for-
eign policy of the United States. There-
fore, I have determined that it is nec-
essary to continue the national emer-
gency declared in Executive Order 13712 
with respect to the situation in Bu-
rundi. 

DONALD J. TRUMP.
THE WHITE HOUSE, November 19, 2019. 

f 

COMMUNICATION FROM THE 
CLERK OF THE HOUSE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Clerk of the House of 
Representatives: 

OFFICE OF THE CLERK, 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 

Washington, DC, November 19, 2019. 
Hon. NANCY PELOSI, 
Speaker, House of Representatives, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR MADAM SPEAKER: Pursuant to the 
permission granted in Clause 2(h) of Rule II 
of the Rules of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives, the Clerk received the following mes-
sage from the Secretary of the Senate on No-
vember 19, 2019, at 11:07 a.m.: 

That the Senate passed S. 2071. 
With best wishes, I am, 

Sincerely, 
CHERYL L. JOHNSON. 

f 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess subject to 
the call of the Chair. 

Accordingly (at 12 o’clock and 36 
minutes p.m.), the House stood in re-
cess. 

f 

b 1310 

AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker pro 
tempore (Mr. LARSON of Connecticut) 
at 1 o’clock and 10 minutes p.m. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pro-
ceedings will resume on questions pre-
viously postponed. Votes will be taken 
in the following order: 

Ordering the previous question on 
House Resolution 708; 

Adoption of House Resolution 708, if 
ordered; and 

Suspending the rules and passing 
H.R. 5084. 
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The first electronic vote will be con-

ducted as a 15-minute vote. Pursuant 
to clause 9 of rule XX, remaining elec-
tronic votes will be conducted as 5- 
minute votes. 

f 

PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION 
OF SENATE AMENDMENT TO H.R. 
3055, COMMERCE, JUSTICE, 
SCIENCE, AGRICULTURE, RURAL 
DEVELOPMENT, FOOD AND DRUG 
ADMINISTRATION, INTERIOR, EN-
VIRONMENT, MILITARY CON-
STRUCTION, VETERANS AF-
FAIRS, TRANSPORTATION, AND 
HOUSING AND URBAN DEVELOP-
MENT APPROPRIATIONS ACT, 
2020 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the unfin-
ished business is the vote on ordering 
the previous question on the resolution 
(H. Res. 708) providing for consider-
ation of the Senate amendment to the 
bill (H.R. 3055) making appropriations 
for the Departments of Commerce and 
Justice, Science, and Related Agencies 
for the fiscal year ending September 30, 
2020, and for other purposes, on which 
the yeas and nays were ordered. 

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on ordering the previous 
question. 

The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there were—yeas 228, nays 
192, not voting 10, as follows: 

[Roll No. 628] 

YEAS—228 

Adams 
Aguilar 
Allred 
Axne 
Barragán 
Bass 
Beatty 
Bera 
Beyer 
Bishop (GA) 
Blumenauer 
Blunt Rochester 
Bonamici 
Boyle, Brendan 

F. 
Brindisi 
Brown (MD) 
Brownley (CA) 
Bustos 
Butterfield 
Carbajal 
Cárdenas 
Carson (IN) 
Cartwright 
Case 
Casten (IL) 
Castor (FL) 
Castro (TX) 
Chu, Judy 
Cicilline 
Cisneros 
Clark (MA) 
Clarke (NY) 
Clay 
Cleaver 
Clyburn 
Cohen 
Connolly 
Cooper 
Correa 
Costa 
Courtney 
Cox (CA) 
Craig 
Crist 
Crow 

Cuellar 
Cunningham 
Davids (KS) 
Davis (CA) 
Davis, Danny K. 
Dean 
DeFazio 
DeGette 
DeLauro 
DelBene 
Delgado 
Demings 
DeSaulnier 
Deutch 
Dingell 
Doggett 
Doyle, Michael 

F. 
Engel 
Escobar 
Eshoo 
Espaillat 
Evans 
Finkenauer 
Fletcher 
Foster 
Frankel 
Fudge 
Gallego 
Garamendi 
Garcı́a (IL) 
Garcia (TX) 
Golden 
Gomez 
Gonzalez (TX) 
Gottheimer 
Green, Al (TX) 
Grijalva 
Haaland 
Harder (CA) 
Hastings 
Hayes 
Heck 
Higgins (NY) 
Himes 
Horn, Kendra S. 

Houlahan 
Hoyer 
Huffman 
Jackson Lee 
Jayapal 
Jeffries 
Johnson (GA) 
Johnson (TX) 
Kaptur 
Keating 
Kelly (IL) 
Kennedy 
Khanna 
Kildee 
Kilmer 
Kim 
Kind 
Kirkpatrick 
Krishnamoorthi 
Kuster (NH) 
Lamb 
Langevin 
Larsen (WA) 
Larson (CT) 
Lawrence 
Lawson (FL) 
Lee (CA) 
Lee (NV) 
Levin (CA) 
Levin (MI) 
Lewis 
Lieu, Ted 
Lipinski 
Loebsack 
Lofgren 
Lowenthal 
Lowey 
Luján 
Luria 
Lynch 
Malinowski 
Maloney, 

Carolyn B. 
Maloney, Sean 
Matsui 
McAdams 

McBath 
McCollum 
McEachin 
McGovern 
McNerney 
Meeks 
Meng 
Moore 
Morelle 
Moulton 
Mucarsel-Powell 
Murphy (FL) 
Nadler 
Napolitano 
Neal 
Neguse 
Norcross 
O’Halleran 
Ocasio-Cortez 
Omar 
Pallone 
Panetta 
Pappas 
Pascrell 
Payne 
Perlmutter 
Peters 
Peterson 
Phillips 
Pingree 
Pocan 
Porter 

Pressley 
Price (NC) 
Quigley 
Raskin 
Rice (NY) 
Richmond 
Rose (NY) 
Rouda 
Roybal-Allard 
Ruiz 
Ruppersberger 
Rush 
Ryan 
Sánchez 
Sarbanes 
Scanlon 
Schakowsky 
Schiff 
Schneider 
Schrader 
Schrier 
Scott (VA) 
Scott, David 
Sewell (AL) 
Shalala 
Sherman 
Sherrill 
Sires 
Slotkin 
Smith (WA) 
Soto 
Spanberger 

Stanton 
Stevens 
Suozzi 
Swalwell (CA) 
Takano 
Thompson (CA) 
Thompson (MS) 
Titus 
Tlaib 
Tonko 
Torres (CA) 
Torres Small 

(NM) 
Trahan 
Trone 
Underwood 
Van Drew 
Vargas 
Veasey 
Vela 
Velázquez 
Visclosky 
Wasserman 

Schultz 
Waters 
Watson Coleman 
Welch 
Wexton 
Wild 
Wilson (FL) 
Yarmuth 

NAYS—192 

Abraham 
Aderholt 
Allen 
Amash 
Amodei 
Armstrong 
Arrington 
Babin 
Bacon 
Baird 
Balderson 
Banks 
Barr 
Bergman 
Biggs 
Bishop (NC) 
Bishop (UT) 
Bost 
Brady 
Brooks (AL) 
Brooks (IN) 
Buchanan 
Buck 
Bucshon 
Budd 
Burchett 
Burgess 
Byrne 
Calvert 
Carter (GA) 
Carter (TX) 
Chabot 
Cheney 
Cline 
Cloud 
Cole 
Collins (GA) 
Comer 
Conaway 
Cook 
Crawford 
Crenshaw 
Curtis 
Davidson (OH) 
Davis, Rodney 
DesJarlais 
Diaz-Balart 
Duncan 
Dunn 
Emmer 
Estes 
Ferguson 
Fitzpatrick 
Fleischmann 
Flores 
Fortenberry 
Foxx (NC) 
Fulcher 
Gaetz 
Gallagher 
Gianforte 
Gibbs 
Gonzalez (OH) 
Gooden 

Gosar 
Granger 
Graves (GA) 
Graves (LA) 
Graves (MO) 
Green (TN) 
Griffith 
Grothman 
Guest 
Guthrie 
Hagedorn 
Harris 
Hartzler 
Hern, Kevin 
Herrera Beutler 
Hice (GA) 
Higgins (LA) 
Hill (AR) 
Holding 
Hollingsworth 
Hudson 
Huizenga 
Hunter 
Johnson (LA) 
Johnson (OH) 
Johnson (SD) 
Joyce (OH) 
Joyce (PA) 
Katko 
Keller 
Kelly (MS) 
Kelly (PA) 
King (IA) 
King (NY) 
Kinzinger 
Kustoff (TN) 
LaHood 
LaMalfa 
Lamborn 
Latta 
Lesko 
Long 
Loudermilk 
Lucas 
Luetkemeyer 
Marchant 
Marshall 
Massie 
Mast 
McCarthy 
McCaul 
McClintock 
McHenry 
McKinley 
Meuser 
Miller 
Mitchell 
Moolenaar 
Mooney (WV) 
Mullin 
Murphy (NC) 
Newhouse 
Norman 
Nunes 

Olson 
Palazzo 
Palmer 
Pence 
Perry 
Posey 
Ratcliffe 
Reed 
Reschenthaler 
Rice (SC) 
Riggleman 
Roby 
Rodgers (WA) 
Roe, David P. 
Rogers (AL) 
Rogers (KY) 
Rooney (FL) 
Rose, John W. 
Rouzer 
Roy 
Rutherford 
Scalise 
Schweikert 
Scott, Austin 
Sensenbrenner 
Shimkus 
Simpson 
Smith (MO) 
Smith (NE) 
Smith (NJ) 
Smucker 
Spano 
Stauber 
Stefanik 
Steil 
Steube 
Stewart 
Stivers 
Taylor 
Thompson (PA) 
Thornberry 
Tipton 
Turner 
Upton 
Wagner 
Walberg 
Walden 
Walker 
Walorski 
Waltz 
Watkins 
Weber (TX) 
Webster (FL) 
Wenstrup 
Westerman 
Williams 
Wilson (SC) 
Wittman 
Womack 
Woodall 
Wright 
Yoho 
Young 
Zeldin 

NOT VOTING—10 

Bilirakis 
Gabbard 
Gohmert 
Horsford 

Hurd (TX) 
Jordan 
Meadows 
Serrano 

Speier 
Timmons 

b 1345 

Messrs. SPANO, BOST, CALVERT, 
STEWART, and WENSTRUP changed 
their vote from ‘‘yea’’ to ‘‘nay.’’ 

So the previous question was ordered. 
The result of the vote was announced 

as above recorded. 
Stated against: 
Mr. HURD of Texas. Madam Speaker, I was 

unavoidably detained. 
Had I been present, I would have voted 

‘‘nay’’ on rollcall No. 628. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore (Ms. 

DEGETTE). The question is on the reso-
lution. 

The question was taken; and the 
Speaker pro tempore announced that 
the ayes appeared to have it. 

Mr. COLE. Madam Speaker, on that I 
demand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. This 

will be a 5-minute vote. 
The vote was taken by electronic de-

vice, and there were—yeas 230, nays 
194, not voting 6, as follows: 

[Roll No. 629] 

YEAS—230 

Adams 
Aguilar 
Allred 
Axne 
Barragán 
Bass 
Beatty 
Bera 
Beyer 
Bishop (GA) 
Blumenauer 
Blunt Rochester 
Bonamici 
Boyle, Brendan 

F. 
Brindisi 
Brown (MD) 
Brownley (CA) 
Bustos 
Butterfield 
Carbajal 
Cárdenas 
Carson (IN) 
Cartwright 
Case 
Casten (IL) 
Castor (FL) 
Castro (TX) 
Chu, Judy 
Cicilline 
Cisneros 
Clark (MA) 
Clarke (NY) 
Clay 
Cleaver 
Clyburn 
Cohen 
Connolly 
Cooper 
Correa 
Costa 
Courtney 
Cox (CA) 
Craig 
Crist 
Crow 
Cuellar 
Cunningham 
Davids (KS) 
Davis (CA) 
Davis, Danny K. 
Dean 
DeFazio 
DeGette 
DeLauro 
DelBene 

Delgado 
Demings 
DeSaulnier 
Deutch 
Dingell 
Doggett 
Doyle, Michael 

F. 
Engel 
Escobar 
Eshoo 
Espaillat 
Evans 
Finkenauer 
Fletcher 
Foster 
Frankel 
Fudge 
Gallego 
Garamendi 
Garcı́a (IL) 
Garcia (TX) 
Golden 
Gomez 
Gonzalez (TX) 
Gottheimer 
Green, Al (TX) 
Grijalva 
Haaland 
Harder (CA) 
Hastings 
Hayes 
Heck 
Higgins (NY) 
Himes 
Horn, Kendra S. 
Horsford 
Houlahan 
Hoyer 
Huffman 
Jackson Lee 
Jayapal 
Jeffries 
Johnson (GA) 
Johnson (TX) 
Kaptur 
Keating 
Kelly (IL) 
Kennedy 
Khanna 
Kildee 
Kilmer 
Kim 
Kind 
Kirkpatrick 
Krishnamoorthi 

Kuster (NH) 
Lamb 
Langevin 
Larsen (WA) 
Larson (CT) 
Lawrence 
Lawson (FL) 
Lee (CA) 
Lee (NV) 
Levin (CA) 
Levin (MI) 
Lewis 
Lieu, Ted 
Lipinski 
Loebsack 
Lofgren 
Lowenthal 
Lowey 
Luján 
Luria 
Lynch 
Malinowski 
Maloney, 

Carolyn B. 
Maloney, Sean 
Matsui 
McAdams 
McBath 
McCollum 
McEachin 
McGovern 
McNerney 
Meeks 
Meng 
Moore 
Morelle 
Moulton 
Mucarsel-Powell 
Murphy (FL) 
Nadler 
Napolitano 
Neal 
Neguse 
Norcross 
O’Halleran 
Ocasio-Cortez 
Omar 
Pallone 
Panetta 
Pappas 
Pascrell 
Payne 
Perlmutter 
Peters 
Peterson 
Phillips 
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Pingree 
Pocan 
Porter 
Pressley 
Price (NC) 
Quigley 
Raskin 
Rice (NY) 
Richmond 
Rose (NY) 
Rouda 
Roybal-Allard 
Ruiz 
Ruppersberger 
Rush 
Ryan 
Sánchez 
Sarbanes 
Scanlon 
Schakowsky 
Schiff 
Schneider 
Schrader 

Schrier 
Scott (VA) 
Scott, David 
Sewell (AL) 
Shalala 
Sherman 
Sherrill 
Sires 
Slotkin 
Smith (WA) 
Soto 
Spanberger 
Speier 
Stanton 
Stevens 
Suozzi 
Swalwell (CA) 
Takano 
Thompson (CA) 
Thompson (MS) 
Titus 
Tlaib 
Tonko 

Torres (CA) 
Torres Small 

(NM) 
Trahan 
Trone 
Underwood 
Van Drew 
Vargas 
Veasey 
Vela 
Velázquez 
Visclosky 
Wasserman 

Schultz 
Waters 
Watson Coleman 
Welch 
Wexton 
Wild 
Wilson (FL) 
Yarmuth 

NAYS—194 

Abraham 
Aderholt 
Allen 
Amash 
Amodei 
Armstrong 
Arrington 
Babin 
Bacon 
Baird 
Balderson 
Banks 
Barr 
Bergman 
Biggs 
Bishop (NC) 
Bishop (UT) 
Bost 
Brady 
Brooks (AL) 
Brooks (IN) 
Buchanan 
Buck 
Bucshon 
Budd 
Burchett 
Burgess 
Byrne 
Calvert 
Carter (GA) 
Carter (TX) 
Chabot 
Cheney 
Cline 
Cloud 
Cole 
Collins (GA) 
Comer 
Conaway 
Cook 
Crawford 
Crenshaw 
Curtis 
Davidson (OH) 
Davis, Rodney 
DesJarlais 
Diaz-Balart 
Duncan 
Dunn 
Emmer 
Estes 
Ferguson 
Fitzpatrick 
Fleischmann 
Flores 
Fortenberry 
Foxx (NC) 
Fulcher 
Gaetz 
Gallagher 
Gianforte 
Gibbs 
Gonzalez (OH) 
Gooden 
Gosar 

Granger 
Graves (GA) 
Graves (LA) 
Graves (MO) 
Green (TN) 
Griffith 
Grothman 
Guest 
Guthrie 
Hagedorn 
Harris 
Hartzler 
Hern, Kevin 
Herrera Beutler 
Hice (GA) 
Higgins (LA) 
Hill (AR) 
Holding 
Hollingsworth 
Hudson 
Huizenga 
Hunter 
Hurd (TX) 
Johnson (LA) 
Johnson (OH) 
Johnson (SD) 
Jordan 
Joyce (OH) 
Joyce (PA) 
Katko 
Keller 
Kelly (MS) 
Kelly (PA) 
King (IA) 
King (NY) 
Kinzinger 
Kustoff (TN) 
LaHood 
LaMalfa 
Lamborn 
Latta 
Lesko 
Long 
Loudermilk 
Lucas 
Luetkemeyer 
Marchant 
Marshall 
Massie 
Mast 
McCarthy 
McCaul 
McHenry 
McKinley 
Meadows 
Meuser 
Miller 
Mitchell 
Moolenaar 
Mooney (WV) 
Mullin 
Murphy (NC) 
Newhouse 
Norman 
Nunes 

Olson 
Palazzo 
Palmer 
Pence 
Perry 
Posey 
Ratcliffe 
Reed 
Reschenthaler 
Rice (SC) 
Riggleman 
Roby 
Rodgers (WA) 
Roe, David P. 
Rogers (AL) 
Rogers (KY) 
Rooney (FL) 
Rose, John W. 
Rouzer 
Roy 
Rutherford 
Scalise 
Schweikert 
Scott, Austin 
Sensenbrenner 
Shimkus 
Simpson 
Smith (MO) 
Smith (NE) 
Smith (NJ) 
Smucker 
Spano 
Stauber 
Stefanik 
Steil 
Steube 
Stewart 
Stivers 
Taylor 
Thompson (PA) 
Thornberry 
Tipton 
Turner 
Upton 
Wagner 
Walberg 
Walden 
Walker 
Walorski 
Waltz 
Watkins 
Weber (TX) 
Webster (FL) 
Wenstrup 
Westerman 
Williams 
Wilson (SC) 
Wittman 
Womack 
Woodall 
Wright 
Yoho 
Young 
Zeldin 

NOT VOTING—6 

Bilirakis 
Gabbard 

Gohmert 
McClintock 

Serrano 
Timmons 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER PRO TEMPORE 
The SPEAKER pro tempore (during 

the vote). There are 2 minutes remain-
ing. 

b 1352 

So the resolution was agreed to. 
The result of the vote was announced 

as above recorded. 
A motion to reconsider was laid on 

the table. 

f 

IMPROVING CORPORATE GOVERN-
ANCE THROUGH DIVERSITY ACT 
OF 2019 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the unfin-
ished business is the vote on the mo-
tion to suspend the rules and pass the 
bill (H.R. 5084) to amend the Securities 
Exchange Act of 1934 to require the 
submission by issuers of data relating 
to diversity and for other purposes, on 
which the yeas and nays were ordered. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Texas (Mr. GREEN) 
that the House suspend the rules and 
pass the bill. 

This will be a 5-minute vote. 
The vote was taken by electronic de-

vice, and there were—yeas 281, nays 
135, not voting 14, as follows: 

[Roll No. 630] 

YEAS—281 

Adams 
Aguilar 
Allred 
Axne 
Bacon 
Barr 
Barragán 
Bass 
Beatty 
Bera 
Bergman 
Beyer 
Bishop (GA) 
Blumenauer 
Blunt Rochester 
Bonamici 
Bost 
Boyle, Brendan 

F. 
Brindisi 
Brooks (IN) 
Brown (MD) 
Brownley (CA) 
Buchanan 
Bustos 
Butterfield 
Calvert 
Carbajal 
Cárdenas 
Carson (IN) 
Cartwright 
Case 
Casten (IL) 
Castor (FL) 
Castro (TX) 
Chu, Judy 
Cicilline 
Cisneros 
Clark (MA) 
Clarke (NY) 
Clay 
Cleaver 
Clyburn 
Cohen 
Cole 
Connolly 
Cooper 
Correa 
Costa 
Courtney 
Cox (CA) 
Craig 
Crenshaw 
Crist 
Crow 
Cuellar 
Cunningham 

Davids (KS) 
Davis (CA) 
Davis, Danny K. 
Davis, Rodney 
Dean 
DeFazio 
DeGette 
DeLauro 
DelBene 
Delgado 
Demings 
DeSaulnier 
Deutch 
Diaz-Balart 
Dingell 
Doggett 
Doyle, Michael 

F. 
Engel 
Escobar 
Espaillat 
Evans 
Finkenauer 
Fitzpatrick 
Fletcher 
Fortenberry 
Foster 
Frankel 
Fudge 
Gallego 
Garamendi 
Garcı́a (IL) 
Garcia (TX) 
Golden 
Gomez 
Gonzalez (OH) 
Gonzalez (TX) 
Gottheimer 
Granger 
Graves (LA) 
Graves (MO) 
Green, Al (TX) 
Grijalva 
Guthrie 
Haaland 
Harder (CA) 
Hastings 
Hayes 
Heck 
Herrera Beutler 
Higgins (NY) 
Hill (AR) 
Himes 
Holding 
Horn, Kendra S. 
Horsford 
Houlahan 

Hoyer 
Hudson 
Huffman 
Huizenga 
Hurd (TX) 
Jackson Lee 
Jayapal 
Jeffries 
Johnson (GA) 
Johnson (TX) 
Joyce (OH) 
Kaptur 
Katko 
Keating 
Kelly (IL) 
Kennedy 
Khanna 
Kildee 
Kilmer 
Kim 
Kind 
King (NY) 
Kirkpatrick 
Krishnamoorthi 
Kuster (NH) 
Lamb 
Langevin 
Larsen (WA) 
Larson (CT) 
Lawrence 
Lawson (FL) 
Lee (CA) 
Lee (NV) 
Levin (CA) 
Levin (MI) 
Lewis 
Lieu, Ted 
Lipinski 
Loebsack 
Lofgren 
Lowenthal 
Lowey 
Lucas 
Luetkemeyer 
Luján 
Luria 
Lynch 
Malinowski 
Maloney, 

Carolyn B. 
Maloney, Sean 
Marchant 
Matsui 
McAdams 
McBath 
McCaul 
McCollum 

McEachin 
McGovern 
McHenry 
McNerney 
Meeks 
Meng 
Miller 
Moore 
Moulton 
Mucarsel-Powell 
Murphy (FL) 
Nadler 
Napolitano 
Neal 
Neguse 
Norcross 
Ocasio-Cortez 
Omar 
Pallone 
Panetta 
Pappas 
Pascrell 
Payne 
Perlmutter 
Peters 
Peterson 
Phillips 
Pingree 
Pocan 
Porter 
Posey 
Pressley 
Price (NC) 
Quigley 
Raskin 
Ratcliffe 
Reed 
Rice (NY) 
Richmond 

Rodgers (WA) 
Rogers (KY) 
Rose (NY) 
Rouda 
Roybal-Allard 
Ruiz 
Ruppersberger 
Rush 
Ryan 
Sánchez 
Sarbanes 
Scanlon 
Schakowsky 
Schiff 
Schneider 
Schrader 
Schrier 
Scott (VA) 
Scott, David 
Shalala 
Sherman 
Sherrill 
Sires 
Slotkin 
Smith (NJ) 
Smith (WA) 
Soto 
Spanberger 
Speier 
Stanton 
Stauber 
Stefanik 
Steil 
Stevens 
Stewart 
Stivers 
Suozzi 
Swalwell (CA) 
Takano 

Thompson (CA) 
Thompson (MS) 
Thornberry 
Tipton 
Titus 
Tlaib 
Tonko 
Torres (CA) 
Torres Small 

(NM) 
Trahan 
Trone 
Turner 
Underwood 
Upton 
Van Drew 
Vargas 
Veasey 
Vela 
Velázquez 
Visclosky 
Wagner 
Walberg 
Walden 
Walker 
Walorski 
Waltz 
Wasserman 

Schultz 
Waters 
Watson Coleman 
Welch 
Wexton 
Wild 
Williams 
Wilson (FL) 
Yarmuth 

NAYS—135 

Abraham 
Aderholt 
Allen 
Amash 
Amodei 
Armstrong 
Arrington 
Babin 
Baird 
Balderson 
Banks 
Biggs 
Bishop (UT) 
Brady 
Brooks (AL) 
Buck 
Bucshon 
Budd 
Burchett 
Burgess 
Byrne 
Carter (GA) 
Carter (TX) 
Chabot 
Cheney 
Cline 
Cloud 
Collins (GA) 
Comer 
Conaway 
Crawford 
Curtis 
Davidson (OH) 
DesJarlais 
Duncan 
Dunn 
Emmer 
Estes 
Ferguson 
Fleischmann 
Flores 
Foxx (NC) 
Fulcher 
Gaetz 
Gallagher 

Gianforte 
Gibbs 
Gooden 
Gosar 
Graves (GA) 
Green (TN) 
Griffith 
Grothman 
Guest 
Hagedorn 
Harris 
Hartzler 
Hern, Kevin 
Hice (GA) 
Higgins (LA) 
Hollingsworth 
Hunter 
Johnson (LA) 
Johnson (OH) 
Johnson (SD) 
Jordan 
Joyce (PA) 
Keller 
Kelly (MS) 
Kelly (PA) 
King (IA) 
Kinzinger 
Kustoff (TN) 
LaHood 
Lamborn 
Latta 
Lesko 
Long 
Loudermilk 
Marshall 
Massie 
Mast 
McCarthy 
McKinley 
Meadows 
Meuser 
Mitchell 
Moolenaar 
Mooney (WV) 
Mullin 

Murphy (NC) 
Norman 
Nunes 
Olson 
Palazzo 
Palmer 
Pence 
Perry 
Reschenthaler 
Rice (SC) 
Riggleman 
Roby 
Roe, David P. 
Rogers (AL) 
Rooney (FL) 
Rose, John W. 
Rouzer 
Roy 
Rutherford 
Scalise 
Schweikert 
Scott, Austin 
Sensenbrenner 
Shimkus 
Simpson 
Smith (MO) 
Smith (NE) 
Smucker 
Spano 
Steube 
Taylor 
Thompson (PA) 
Watkins 
Weber (TX) 
Webster (FL) 
Wenstrup 
Westerman 
Wilson (SC) 
Wittman 
Womack 
Woodall 
Wright 
Yoho 
Young 
Zeldin 

NOT VOTING—14 

Bilirakis 
Bishop (NC) 
Cook 
Eshoo 
Gabbard 

Gohmert 
LaMalfa 
McClintock 
Morelle 
Newhouse 

O’Halleran 
Serrano 
Sewell (AL) 
Timmons 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (during 
the vote). There are 2 minutes remain-
ing. 
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b 1359 

Messrs. WENSTRUP and LONG 
changed their vote from ‘‘yea’’ to 
‘‘nay.’’ 

So (two-thirds being in the affirma-
tive) the rules were suspended and the 
bill was passed. 

The result of the vote was announced 
as above recorded. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

Stated for: 
Mr. MORELLE. Madam Speaker, I regret-

tably missed the vote on H.R. 5084 Improving 
Corporate Governance through Diversity Act 
of 2019 on November 19, 2019. Had I been 
present, I would have voted yea on rollcall No. 
630. 

f 

COMMERCE, JUSTICE, SCIENCE, 
AGRICULTURE, RURAL DEVELOP-
MENT, FOOD AND DRUG ADMIN-
ISTRATION, INTERIOR, ENVIRON-
MENT, MILITARY CONSTRUC-
TION, VETERANS AFFAIRS, 
TRANSPORTATION, AND HOUSING 
AND URBAN DEVELOPMENT AP-
PROPRIATIONS ACT, 2020 

Mrs. LOWEY. Mr. Speaker, pursuant 
to House Resolution 708, I call up the 
bill (H.R. 3055) making appropriations 
for the Departments of Commerce and 
Justice, Science, and Related Agencies 
for the fiscal year ending September 30, 
2020, and for other purposes, with the 
Senate amendment thereto, and ask for 
its immediate consideration. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 

EVANS). The Clerk will designate the 
Senate amendment. 

Senate amendment: 
Strike out all after the enacting clause and 

insert the following: 
SHORT TITLE 

SECTION 1. This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Com-
merce, Justice, Science, Agriculture, Rural De-
velopment, Food and Drug Administration, Inte-
rior, Environment, Transportation, and Housing 
and Urban Development Appropriations Act, 
2020’’. 

REFERENCES TO ACT 
SEC. 2. Except as expressly provided other-

wise, any reference to ‘‘this Act’’ contained in 
any division of this Act shall be treated as refer-
ring only to the provisions of that division. 

REFERENCES TO REPORT 
SEC. 3. (a) Any reference to a ‘‘report accom-

panying this Act’’ contained in division A shall 
be treated as a reference to Senate Report 116– 
127. The effect of such Report shall be limited to 
division A and shall apply for purposes of deter-
mining the allocation of funds provided by, and 
the implementation of, division A. 

(b) Any reference to a ‘‘report accompanying 
this Act’’ contained in division B shall be treat-
ed as a reference to Senate Report 116–110. The 
effect of such Report shall be limited to division 
B and shall apply for purposes of determining 
the allocation of funds provided by, and the im-
plementation of, division B. 

(c) Any reference to a ‘‘report accompanying 
this Act’’ contained in division C shall be treat-
ed as a reference to Senate Report 116–123. The 
effect of such Report shall be limited to division 
C and shall apply for purposes of determining 
the allocation of funds provided by, and the im-
plementation of, division C. 

(d) Any reference to a ‘‘report accompanying 
this Act’’ contained in division D shall be treat-

ed as a reference to Senate Report 116–109. The 
effect of such Report shall be limited to division 
D and shall apply for purposes of determining 
the allocation of funds provided by, and the im-
plementation of, division D. 
DIVISION A—COMMERCE AND JUSTICE, 

SCIENCE, AND RELATED AGENCIES AP-
PROPRIATIONS ACT, 2020 
The following sums are appropriated, out of 

any money in the Treasury not otherwise appro-
priated, for the Departments of Commerce and 
Justice, Science, and Related Agencies for the 
fiscal year ending September 30, 2020, and for 
other purposes, namely: 

TITLE I 
DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

INTERNATIONAL TRADE ADMINISTRATION 
OPERATIONS AND ADMINISTRATION 

For necessary expenses for international trade 
activities of the Department of Commerce pro-
vided for by law, and for engaging in trade pro-
motional activities abroad, including expenses of 
grants and cooperative agreements for the pur-
pose of promoting exports of United States firms, 
without regard to sections 3702 and 3703 of title 
44, United States Code; full medical coverage for 
dependent members of immediate families of em-
ployees stationed overseas and employees tempo-
rarily posted overseas; travel and transportation 
of employees of the International Trade Admin-
istration between two points abroad, without re-
gard to section 40118 of title 49, United States 
Code; employment of citizens of the United 
States and aliens by contract for services; rental 
of space abroad for periods not exceeding 10 
years, and expenses of alteration, repair, or im-
provement; purchase or construction of tem-
porary demountable exhibition structures for 
use abroad; payment of tort claims, in the man-
ner authorized in the first paragraph of section 
2672 of title 28, United States Code, when such 
claims arise in foreign countries; not to exceed 
$294,300 for official representation expenses 
abroad; purchase of passenger motor vehicles for 
official use abroad, not to exceed $45,000 per ve-
hicle; obtaining insurance on official motor ve-
hicles; and rental of tie lines, $521,250,000, to re-
main available until September 30, 2020, of 
which $11,000,000 is to be derived from fees to be 
retained and used by the International Trade 
Administration, notwithstanding section 3302 of 
title 31, United States Code: Provided, That, of 
amounts provided under this heading, not less 
than $16,400,000 shall be for China antidumping 
and countervailing duty enforcement and com-
pliance activities: Provided further, That, of the 
amounts provided under this heading, up to 
$10,000,000 shall be available for the SelectUSA 
program: Provided further, That the provisions 
of the first sentence of section 105(f) and all of 
section 108(c) of the Mutual Educational and 
Cultural Exchange Act of 1961 (22 U.S.C. 2455(f) 
and 2458(c)) shall apply in carrying out these 
activities; and that for the purpose of this Act, 
contributions under the provisions of the Mu-
tual Educational and Cultural Exchange Act of 
1961 shall include payment for assessments for 
services provided as part of these activities. 

BUREAU OF INDUSTRY AND SECURITY 
OPERATIONS AND ADMINISTRATION 

For necessary expenses for export administra-
tion and national security activities of the De-
partment of Commerce, including costs associ-
ated with the performance of export administra-
tion field activities both domestically and 
abroad; full medical coverage for dependent 
members of immediate families of employees sta-
tioned overseas; employment of citizens of the 
United States and aliens by contract for services 
abroad; payment of tort claims, in the manner 
authorized in the first paragraph of section 2672 
of title 28, United States Code, when such claims 
arise in foreign countries; not to exceed $13,500 
for official representation expenses abroad; 
awards of compensation to informers under the 

Export Control Reform Act of 2018 (subtitle B of 
title XVII of the John S. McCain National De-
fense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2019; 
Public Law 115–232; 132 Stat. 2208; 50 U.S.C. 
4801 et seq.), and as authorized by section 1(b) 
of the Act of June 15, 1917 (40 Stat. 223; 22 
U.S.C. 401(b)); and purchase of passenger motor 
vehicles for official use and motor vehicles for 
law enforcement use with special requirement 
vehicles eligible for purchase without regard to 
any price limitation otherwise established by 
law, $127,652,000, to remain available until ex-
pended: Provided, That the provisions of the 
first sentence of section 105(f) and all of section 
108(c) of the Mutual Educational and Cultural 
Exchange Act of 1961 (22 U.S.C. 2455(f) and 
2458(c)) shall apply in carrying out these activi-
ties: Provided further, That payments and con-
tributions collected and accepted for materials 
or services provided as part of such activities 
may be retained for use in covering the cost of 
such activities, and for providing information to 
the public with respect to the export administra-
tion and national security activities of the De-
partment of Commerce and other export control 
programs of the United States and other govern-
ments. 

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT ADMINISTRATION 

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT ASSISTANCE PROGRAMS 

For grants for economic development assist-
ance as provided by the Public Works and Eco-
nomic Development Act of 1965, for trade adjust-
ment assistance, and for grants authorized by 
section 27 of the Stevenson-Wydler Technology 
Innovation Act of 1980 (15 U.S.C. 3722), 
$279,500,000, to remain available until expended, 
of which $31,000,000 shall be for grants under 
such section 27. 

SALARIES AND EXPENSES 

For necessary expenses of administering the 
economic development assistance programs as 
provided for by law, $40,000,000: Provided, That 
these funds may be used to monitor projects ap-
proved pursuant to title I of the Public Works 
Employment Act of 1976, title II of the Trade Act 
of 1974, section 27 of the Stevenson-Wydler 
Technology Innovation Act of 1980 (15 U.S.C. 
3722), and the Community Emergency Drought 
Relief Act of 1977. 

MINORITY BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT AGENCY 

MINORITY BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT 

For necessary expenses of the Department of 
Commerce in fostering, promoting, and devel-
oping minority business enterprises, including 
expenses of grants, contracts, and other agree-
ments with public or private organizations, 
$40,000,000, of which not more than $15,500,000 
shall be available for overhead expenses, includ-
ing salaries and expenses, rent, utilities, and in-
formation technology services. 

ECONOMIC AND STATISTICAL ANALYSIS 

SALARIES AND EXPENSES 

For necessary expenses, as authorized by law, 
of economic and statistical analysis programs of 
the Department of Commerce, $107,000,000, to re-
main available until September 30, 2021. 

BUREAU OF THE CENSUS 

CURRENT SURVEYS AND PROGRAMS 

For necessary expenses for collecting, com-
piling, analyzing, preparing, and publishing 
statistics, provided for by law, $274,000,000: Pro-
vided, That, from amounts provided herein, 
funds may be used for promotion, outreach, and 
marketing activities. 

PERIODIC CENSUSES AND PROGRAMS 

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 

For necessary expenses for collecting, com-
piling, analyzing, preparing, and publishing 
statistics for periodic censuses and programs 
provided for by law, $7,284,319,000, to remain 
available until September 30, 2021: Provided, 
That, from amounts provided herein, funds may 
be used for promotion, outreach, and marketing 
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activities: Provided further, That within the 
amounts appropriated, $3,556,000 shall be trans-
ferred to the ‘‘Office of Inspector General’’ ac-
count for activities associated with carrying out 
investigations and audits related to the Bureau 
of the Census: Provided further, That of the 
amount provided under this heading, 
$2,500,000,000 is designated by the Congress as 
being for the 2020 Census pursuant to section 
251(b)(2)(G) of the Balanced Budget and Emer-
gency Deficit Control Act of 1985. 

NATIONAL TELECOMMUNICATIONS AND 
INFORMATION ADMINISTRATION 

SALARIES AND EXPENSES 

For necessary expenses, as provided for by 
law, of the National Telecommunications and 
Information Administration (NTIA), $42,441,000, 
to remain available until September 30, 2021: 
Provided, That, notwithstanding 31 U.S.C. 
1535(d), the Secretary of Commerce shall charge 
Federal agencies for costs incurred in spectrum 
management, analysis, operations, and related 
services, and such fees shall be retained and 
used as offsetting collections for costs of such 
spectrum services, to remain available until ex-
pended: Provided further, That the Secretary of 
Commerce is authorized to retain and use as off-
setting collections all funds transferred, or pre-
viously transferred, from other Government 
agencies for all costs incurred in telecommuni-
cations research, engineering, and related ac-
tivities by the Institute for Telecommunication 
Sciences of NTIA, in furtherance of its assigned 
functions under this paragraph, and such funds 
received from other Government agencies shall 
remain available until expended. 

PUBLIC TELECOMMUNICATIONS FACILITIES, 
PLANNING AND CONSTRUCTION 

For the administration of prior-year grants, 
recoveries and unobligated balances of funds 
previously appropriated are available for the 
administration of all open grants until their ex-
piration. 

UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

SALARIES AND EXPENSES 

(INCLUDING TRANSFERS OF FUNDS) 

For necessary expenses of the United States 
Patent and Trademark Office (USPTO) provided 
for by law, including defense of suits instituted 
against the Under Secretary of Commerce for In-
tellectual Property and Director of the USPTO, 
$3,450,681,000, to remain available until ex-
pended: Provided, That the sum herein appro-
priated from the general fund shall be reduced 
as offsetting collections of fees and surcharges 
assessed and collected by the USPTO under any 
law are received during fiscal year 2020, so as to 
result in a fiscal year 2020 appropriation from 
the general fund estimated at $0: Provided fur-
ther, That during fiscal year 2020, should the 
total amount of such offsetting collections be 
less than $3,450,681,000, this amount shall be re-
duced accordingly: Provided further, That any 
amount received in excess of $3,450,681,000 in fis-
cal year 2020 and deposited in the Patent and 
Trademark Fee Reserve Fund shall remain 
available until expended: Provided further, 
That the Director of USPTO shall submit a 
spending plan to the Committees on Appropria-
tions of the House of Representatives and the 
Senate for any amounts made available by the 
preceding proviso and such spending plan shall 
be treated as a reprogramming under section 505 
of this Act and shall not be available for obliga-
tion or expenditure except in compliance with 
the procedures set forth in that section: Pro-
vided further, That any amounts reprogrammed 
in accordance with the preceding proviso shall 
be transferred to the United States Patent and 
Trademark Office ‘‘Salaries and Expenses’’ ac-
count: Provided further, That from amounts 
provided herein, not to exceed $900 shall be 
made available in fiscal year 2020 for official re-
ception and representation expenses: Provided 
further, That in fiscal year 2020 from the 

amounts made available for ‘‘Salaries and Ex-
penses’’ for the USPTO, the amounts necessary 
to pay (1) the difference between the percentage 
of basic pay contributed by the USPTO and em-
ployees under section 8334(a) of title 5, United 
States Code, and the normal cost percentage (as 
defined by section 8331(17) of that title) as pro-
vided by the Office of Personnel Management 
(OPM) for USPTO’s specific use, of basic pay, 
of employees subject to subchapter III of chapter 
83 of that title, and (2) the present value of the 
otherwise unfunded accruing costs, as deter-
mined by OPM for USPTO’s specific use of post- 
retirement life insurance and post-retirement 
health benefits coverage for all USPTO employ-
ees who are enrolled in Federal Employees 
Health Benefits (FEHB) and Federal Employees 
Group Life Insurance (FEGLI), shall be trans-
ferred to the Civil Service Retirement and Dis-
ability Fund, the FEGLI Fund, and the FEHB 
Fund, as appropriate, and shall be available for 
the authorized purposes of those accounts: Pro-
vided further, That any differences between the 
present value factors published in OPM’s yearly 
300 series benefit letters and the factors that 
OPM provides for USPTO’s specific use shall be 
recognized as an imputed cost on USPTO’s fi-
nancial statements, where applicable: Provided 
further, That, notwithstanding any other provi-
sion of law, all fees and surcharges assessed and 
collected by USPTO are available for USPTO 
only pursuant to section 42(c) of title 35, United 
States Code, as amended by section 22 of the 
Leahy-Smith America Invents Act (Public Law 
112–29): Provided further, That within the 
amounts appropriated, $2,000,000 shall be trans-
ferred to the ‘‘Office of Inspector General’’ ac-
count for activities associated with carrying out 
investigations and audits related to the USPTO. 

NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF STANDARDS AND 
TECHNOLOGY 

SCIENTIFIC AND TECHNICAL RESEARCH AND 
SERVICES 

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 

For necessary expenses of the National Insti-
tute of Standards and Technology (NIST), 
$753,500,000, to remain available until expended, 
of which not to exceed $9,000,000 may be trans-
ferred to the ‘‘Working Capital Fund’’: Pro-
vided, That not to exceed $5,000 shall be for offi-
cial reception and representation expenses: Pro-
vided further, That NIST may provide local 
transportation for summer undergraduate re-
search fellowship program participants. 

INDUSTRIAL TECHNOLOGY SERVICES 

For necessary expenses for industrial tech-
nology services, $161,500,000, to remain available 
until expended, of which $145,500,000 shall be 
for the Hollings Manufacturing Extension Part-
nership, and of which $16,000,000 shall be for 
the National Network for Manufacturing Inno-
vation (also known as ‘‘Manufacturing USA’’). 

CONSTRUCTION OF RESEARCH FACILITIES 

For construction of new research facilities, in-
cluding architectural and engineering design, 
and for renovation and maintenance of existing 
facilities, not otherwise provided for the Na-
tional Institute of Standards and Technology, 
as authorized by sections 13 through 15 of the 
National Institute of Standards and Technology 
Act (15 U.S.C. 278c–278e), $123,000,000, to remain 
available until expended: Provided, That the 
Secretary of Commerce shall include in the 
budget justification materials that the Secretary 
submits to Congress in support of the Depart-
ment of Commerce budget (as submitted with the 
budget of the President under section 1105(a) of 
title 31, United States Code) an estimate for 
each National Institute of Standards and Tech-
nology construction project having a total 
multi-year program cost of more than $5,000,000, 
and simultaneously the budget justification ma-
terials shall include an estimate of the budg-
etary requirements for each such project for 
each of the 5 subsequent fiscal years. 

NATIONAL OCEANIC AND ATMOSPHERIC 
ADMINISTRATION 

OPERATIONS, RESEARCH, AND FACILITIES 
(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 

For necessary expenses of activities author-
ized by law for the National Oceanic and At-
mospheric Administration, including mainte-
nance, operation, and hire of aircraft and ves-
sels; pilot programs for state-led fisheries man-
agement, notwithstanding any other provision 
of law; grants, contracts, or other payments to 
nonprofit organizations for the purposes of con-
ducting activities pursuant to cooperative agree-
ments; and relocation of facilities, $3,727,466,000, 
to remain available until September 30, 2021: 
Provided, That fees and donations received by 
the National Ocean Service for the management 
of national marine sanctuaries may be retained 
and used for the salaries and expenses associ-
ated with those activities, notwithstanding sec-
tion 3302 of title 31, United States Code: Pro-
vided further, That in addition, $174,774,000 
shall be derived by transfer from the fund enti-
tled ‘‘Promote and Develop Fishery Products 
and Research Pertaining to American Fish-
eries’’, which shall only be used for fishery ac-
tivities related to the Saltonstall-Kennedy Grant 
Program; Fisheries Data Collections, Surveys 
and Assessments; and Interjurisdictional Fish-
eries Grants: Provided further, That not to ex-
ceed $62,070,000 shall be for payment to the De-
partment of Commerce Working Capital Fund: 
Provided further, That of the $3,919,740,000 pro-
vided for in direct obligations under this head-
ing, $3,727,466,000 is appropriated from the gen-
eral fund, $174,774,000 is provided by transfer, 
and $17,500,000 is derived from recoveries of 
prior year obligations: Provided further, That 
any deviation from the amounts designated for 
specific activities in the report accompanying 
this Act, or any use of deobligated balances of 
funds provided under this heading in previous 
years, shall be subject to the procedures set 
forth in section 505 of this Act: Provided fur-
ther, That in addition, for necessary retired pay 
expenses under the Retired Serviceman’s Family 
Protection and Survivor Benefits Plan, and for 
payments for the medical care of retired per-
sonnel and their dependents under the Depend-
ents’ Medical Care Act (10 U.S.C. ch. 55), such 
sums as may be necessary: Provided further, 
That the Administrator of the National Oceanic 
and Atmospheric Administration submit to Con-
gress a report on existing supercomputing ca-
pacity and needs of the Administration and on 
the incremental improvement to operational 
weather forecasts that would result from a sig-
nificant investment in additional compute ca-
pacity. 
PROCUREMENT, ACQUISITION AND CONSTRUCTION 

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 
For procurement, acquisition and construction 

of capital assets, including alteration and modi-
fication costs, of the National Oceanic and At-
mospheric Administration, $1,552,528,000, to re-
main available until September 30, 2022, except 
that funds provided for acquisition and con-
struction of vessels and construction of facilities 
shall remain available until expended: Provided, 
That of the $1,565,528,000 provided for in direct 
obligations under this heading, $1,552,528,000 is 
appropriated from the general fund and 
$13,000,000 is provided from recoveries of prior 
year obligations: Provided further, That any de-
viation from the amounts designated for specific 
activities in the report accompanying this Act, 
or any use of deobligated balances of funds pro-
vided under this heading in previous years, 
shall be subject to the procedures set forth in 
section 505 of this Act: Provided further, That 
the Secretary of Commerce shall include in 
budget justification materials that the Secretary 
submits to Congress in support of the Depart-
ment of Commerce budget (as submitted with the 
budget of the President under section 1105(a) of 
title 31, United States Code) an estimate for 
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each National Oceanic and Atmospheric Admin-
istration procurement, acquisition or construc-
tion project having a total of more than 
$5,000,000 and simultaneously the budget jus-
tification shall include an estimate of the budg-
etary requirements for each such project for 
each of the 5 subsequent fiscal years: Provided 
further, That, within the amounts appropriated, 
$1,302,000 shall be transferred to the ‘‘Office of 
Inspector General’’ account for activities associ-
ated with carrying out investigations and audits 
related to satellite procurement, acquisition and 
construction. 

PACIFIC COASTAL SALMON RECOVERY 

For necessary expenses associated with the 
restoration of Pacific salmon populations, 
$65,000,000, to remain available until September 
30, 2021: Provided, That, of the funds provided 
herein, the Secretary of Commerce may issue 
grants to the States of Washington, Oregon, 
Idaho, Nevada, California, and Alaska, and to 
the Federally recognized tribes of the Columbia 
River and Pacific Coast (including Alaska), for 
projects necessary for conservation of salmon 
and steelhead populations that are listed as 
threatened or endangered, or that are identified 
by a State as at-risk to be so listed, for main-
taining populations necessary for exercise of 
tribal treaty fishing rights or native subsistence 
fishing, or for conservation of Pacific coastal 
salmon and steelhead habitat, based on guide-
lines to be developed by the Secretary of Com-
merce: Provided further, That all funds shall be 
allocated based on scientific and other merit 
principles and shall not be available for mar-
keting activities: Provided further, That funds 
disbursed to States shall be subject to a match-
ing requirement of funds or documented in-kind 
contributions of at least 33 percent of the Fed-
eral funds. 

FISHERMEN’S CONTINGENCY FUND 

For carrying out the provisions of title IV of 
Public Law 95–372, not to exceed $349,000, to be 
derived from receipts collected pursuant to that 
Act, to remain available until expended. 

FISHERIES FINANCE PROGRAM ACCOUNT 

Subject to section 502 of the Congressional 
Budget Act of 1974, during fiscal year 2020, obli-
gations of direct loans may not exceed 
$24,000,000 for Individual Fishing Quota loans 
and not to exceed $100,000,000 for traditional di-
rect loans as authorized by the Merchant Ma-
rine Act of 1936. 

DEPARTMENTAL MANAGEMENT 

SALARIES AND EXPENSES 

For necessary expenses for the management of 
the Department of Commerce provided for by 
law, including not to exceed $4,500 for official 
reception and representation, $61,000,000: Pro-
vided, That, of the amounts provided under this 
heading, no less than $34,231,000 shall be spent 
on personnel compensation and benefits, as 
identified by object classes 11, 12, and 13: Pro-
vided further, That no employee of the Depart-
ment of Commerce may be detailed or assigned 
from a bureau or office funded by this Act or 
any other Act to offices within the Office of the 
Secretary of the Department of Commerce for 
more than 30 days in a fiscal year unless the in-
dividuals employing bureau or office is fully re-
imbursed for the salary and expenses of the em-
ployee for the entire period of assignment using 
funds provided under this heading. 

RENOVATION AND MODERNIZATION 

For necessary expenses for the renovation and 
modernization of the Herbert C. Hoover Build-
ing, $1,000,000, to remain available until ex-
pended. 

BUSINESS APPLICATION SYSTEM MODERNIZATION 

For carrying out the activities and require-
ments described in section 1077 of division A of 
the National Defense Authorization Act for Fis-
cal Year 2018, $22,000,000, to remain available 
until September 30, 2022. 

OFFICE OF INSPECTOR GENERAL 
For necessary expenses of the Office of In-

spector General in carrying out the provisions of 
the Inspector General Act of 1978 (5 U.S.C. 
App.), $34,744,000: Provided, That notwith-
standing section 6413(b) of the Middle Class Tax 
Relief and Job Creation Act of 2012 (Public Law 
112–96), $2,000,000, to remain available until ex-
pended, from the amounts provided under this 
heading, shall be derived from the Public Safety 
Trust Fund for activities associated with car-
rying out investigations and audits related to 
the First Responder Network Authority 
(FirstNet). 

GENERAL PROVISIONS—DEPARTMENT OF 
COMMERCE 

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 
SEC. 101. During the current fiscal year, appli-

cable appropriations and funds made available 
to the Department of Commerce by this Act shall 
be available for the activities specified in the 
Act of October 26, 1949 (15 U.S.C. 1514), to the 
extent and in the manner prescribed by the Act, 
and, notwithstanding 31 U.S.C. 3324, may be 
used for advanced payments not otherwise au-
thorized only upon the certification of officials 
designated by the Secretary of Commerce that 
such payments are in the public interest. 

SEC. 102. During the current fiscal year, ap-
propriations made available to the Department 
of Commerce by this Act for salaries and ex-
penses shall be available for hire of passenger 
motor vehicles as authorized by 31 U.S.C. 1343 
and 1344; services as authorized by 5 U.S.C. 
3109; and uniforms or allowances therefor, as 
authorized by law (5 U.S.C. 5901–5902). 

SEC. 103. Not to exceed 5 percent of any ap-
propriation made available for the current fiscal 
year for the Department of Commerce in this Act 
may be transferred between such appropria-
tions, but no such appropriation shall be in-
creased by more than 10 percent by any such 
transfers: Provided, That any transfer pursuant 
to this section shall be treated as a reprogram-
ming of funds under section 505 of this Act and 
shall not be available for obligation or expendi-
ture except in compliance with the procedures 
set forth in that section: Provided further, That 
the Secretary of Commerce shall notify the Com-
mittees on Appropriations at least 15 days in ad-
vance of the acquisition or disposal of any cap-
ital asset (including land, structures, and equip-
ment) not specifically provided for in this Act or 
any other law appropriating funds for the De-
partment of Commerce. 

SEC. 104. The requirements set forth by section 
105 of the Commerce, Justice, Science, and Re-
lated Agencies Appropriations Act, 2012 (Public 
Law 112–55), as amended by section 105 of title 
I of division B of Public Law 113–6, are hereby 
adopted by reference and made applicable with 
respect to fiscal year 2020: Provided, That the 
life cycle cost for the Joint Polar Satellite Sys-
tem is $11,322,125,000 and the life cycle cost for 
the Geostationary Operational Environmental 
Satellite R-Series Program is $10,828,059,000. 

SEC. 105. Notwithstanding any other provision 
of law, the Secretary may furnish services (in-
cluding but not limited to utilities, telecommuni-
cations, and security services) necessary to sup-
port the operation, maintenance, and improve-
ment of space that persons, firms, or organiza-
tions are authorized, pursuant to the Public 
Buildings Cooperative Use Act of 1976 or other 
authority, to use or occupy in the Herbert C. 
Hoover Building, Washington, DC, or other 
buildings, the maintenance, operation, and pro-
tection of which has been delegated to the Sec-
retary from the Administrator of General Serv-
ices pursuant to the Federal Property and Ad-
ministrative Services Act of 1949 on a reimburs-
able or non-reimbursable basis. Amounts re-
ceived as reimbursement for services provided 
under this section or the authority under which 
the use or occupancy of the space is authorized, 
up to $200,000, shall be credited to the appro-
priation or fund which initially bears the costs 
of such services. 

SEC. 106. Nothing in this title shall be con-
strued to prevent a grant recipient from deter-
ring child pornography, copyright infringement, 
or any other unlawful activity over its net-
works. 

SEC. 107. The Administrator of the National 
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration is au-
thorized to use, with their consent, with reim-
bursement and subject to the limits of available 
appropriations, the land, services, equipment, 
personnel, and facilities of any department, 
agency, or instrumentality of the United States, 
or of any State, local government, Indian tribal 
government, Territory, or possession, or of any 
political subdivision thereof, or of any foreign 
government or international organization, for 
purposes related to carrying out the responsibil-
ities of any statute administered by the National 
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration. 

SEC. 108. The National Technical Information 
Service shall not charge any customer for a copy 
of any report or document generated by the Leg-
islative Branch unless the Service has provided 
information to the customer on how an elec-
tronic copy of such report or document may be 
accessed and downloaded for free online. 
Should a customer still require the Service to 
provide a printed or digital copy of the report or 
document, the charge shall be limited to recov-
ering the Service’s cost of processing, reproduc-
ing, and delivering such report or document. 

SEC. 109. To carry out the responsibilities of 
the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Adminis-
tration (NOAA), the Administrator of NOAA is 
authorized to: (1) enter into grants and coopera-
tive agreements with; (2) use on a non-reimburs-
able basis land, services, equipment, personnel, 
and facilities provided by; and (3) receive and 
expend funds made available on a consensual 
basis from: a Federal agency, State or subdivi-
sion thereof, local government, tribal govern-
ment, territory, or possession or any subdivi-
sions thereof: Provided, That funds received for 
permitting and related regulatory activities pur-
suant to this section shall be deposited under 
the heading ‘‘National Oceanic and Atmos-
pheric Administration—Operations, Research, 
and Facilities’’ and shall remain available until 
September 30, 2022, for such purposes: Provided 
further, That all funds within this section and 
their corresponding uses are subject to section 
505 of this Act. 

SEC. 110. Amounts provided by this Act or by 
any prior appropriations Act that remain avail-
able for obligation, for necessary expenses of the 
programs of the Economics and Statistics Ad-
ministration of the Department of Commerce, in-
cluding amounts provided for programs of the 
Bureau of Economic Analysis and the Bureau of 
the Census, shall be available for expenses of co-
operative agreements with appropriate entities, 
including any Federal, State, or local govern-
mental unit, or institution of higher education, 
to aid and promote statistical, research, and 
methodology activities which further the pur-
poses for which such amounts have been made 
available. 

SEC. 111. Not later than one day after the date 
of the enactment of this Act, using amounts ap-
propriated or otherwise made available in this 
title for the Bureau of Industry and Security for 
operations and administration, the Secretary of 
Commerce shall— 

(1) publish in the Federal Register the report 
on the findings of the investigation into the ef-
fect on national security of imports of auto-
mobiles and automotive parts that the Secretary 
initiated on May 23, 2018, under section 232(b) 
of the Trade Expansion Act of 1962 (19 U.S.C. 
1862(b)), as required under paragraph (3)(B) of 
that section; and 

(2) submit to Congress any portion of the re-
port that contains classified information, which 
may be viewed only by Members of Congress and 
their staff with appropriate security clearances. 

This title may be cited as the ‘‘Department of 
Commerce Appropriations Act, 2020’’. 
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TITLE II 

DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
GENERAL ADMINISTRATION 

SALARIES AND EXPENSES 

For expenses necessary for the administration 
of the Department of Justice, $114,740,000, of 
which not to exceed $4,000,000 for security and 
construction of Department of Justice facilities 
shall remain available until expended. 

JUSTICE INFORMATION SHARING TECHNOLOGY 

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 

For necessary expenses for information shar-
ing technology, including planning, develop-
ment, deployment, and departmental direction, 
$33,875,000, to remain available until expended: 
Provided, That the Attorney General may trans-
fer up to $40,000,000 to this account, from funds 
available to the Department of Justice for infor-
mation technology, to remain available until ex-
pended, for enterprise-wide information tech-
nology initiatives: Provided further, That the 
transfer authority in the preceding proviso is in 
addition to any other transfer authority con-
tained in this Act: Provided further, That any 
transfer pursuant to the first proviso shall be 
treated as a reprogramming under section 505 of 
this Act and shall not be available for obligation 
or expenditure except in compliance with the 
procedures set forth in that section. 

EXECUTIVE OFFICE FOR IMMIGRATION REVIEW 

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 

For expenses necessary for the administration 
of immigration-related activities of the Executive 
Office for Immigration Review, $672,966,000, of 
which $4,000,000 shall be derived by transfer 
from the Executive Office for Immigration Re-
view fees deposited in the ‘‘Immigration Exami-
nations Fee’’ account, and of which not less 
than $15,000,000 shall be available for services 
and activities provided by the Legal Orientation 
Program: Provided, That not to exceed 
$35,000,000 of the total amount made available 
under this heading shall remain available until 
expended. 

OFFICE OF INSPECTOR GENERAL 

For necessary expenses of the Office of In-
spector General, $105,000,000, including not to 
exceed $10,000 to meet unforeseen emergencies of 
a confidential character. 

UNITED STATES PAROLE COMMISSION 

SALARIES AND EXPENSES 

For necessary expenses of the United States 
Parole Commission as authorized, $13,308,000: 
Provided, That, notwithstanding any other pro-
vision of law, upon the expiration of a term of 
office of a Commissioner, the Commissioner may 
continue to act until a successor has been ap-
pointed. 

LEGAL ACTIVITIES 

SALARIES AND EXPENSES, GENERAL LEGAL 
ACTIVITIES 

For expenses necessary for the legal activities 
of the Department of Justice, not otherwise pro-
vided for, including not to exceed $20,000 for ex-
penses of collecting evidence, to be expended 
under the direction of, and to be accounted for 
solely under the certificate of, the Attorney 
General; the administration of pardon and clem-
ency petitions; and rent of private or Govern-
ment-owned space in the District of Columbia, 
$924,000,000, of which not to exceed $20,000,000 
for litigation support contracts shall remain 
available until expended: Provided, That of the 
amount provided for INTERPOL Washington 
dues payments, not to exceed $685,000 shall re-
main available until expended: Provided fur-
ther, That of the total amount appropriated, not 
to exceed $9,000 shall be available to INTERPOL 
Washington for official reception and represen-
tation expenses: Provided further, That not-
withstanding section 205 of this Act, upon a de-
termination by the Attorney General that emer-
gent circumstances require additional funding 

for litigation activities of the Civil Division, the 
Attorney General may transfer such amounts to 
‘‘Salaries and Expenses, General Legal Activi-
ties’’ from available appropriations for the cur-
rent fiscal year for the Department of Justice, as 
may be necessary to respond to such cir-
cumstances: Provided further, That any transfer 
pursuant to the preceding proviso shall be treat-
ed as a reprogramming under section 505 of this 
Act and shall not be available for obligation or 
expenditure except in compliance with the pro-
cedures set forth in that section: Provided fur-
ther, That of the amount appropriated, such 
sums as may be necessary shall be available to 
the Civil Rights Division for salaries and ex-
penses associated with the election monitoring 
program under section 8 of the Voting Rights 
Act of 1965 (52 U.S.C. 10305) and to reimburse 
the Office of Personnel Management for such 
salaries and expenses: Provided further, That of 
the amounts provided under this heading for the 
election monitoring program, $3,390,000 shall re-
main available until expended: Provided fur-
ther, That of the amount appropriated, not less 
than $195,982,000 shall be available for the 
Criminal Division, including related expenses 
for the Mutual Legal Assistance Treaty Pro-
gram. 

In addition, for reimbursement of expenses of 
the Department of Justice associated with proc-
essing cases under the National Childhood Vac-
cine Injury Act of 1986, not to exceed 
$13,000,000, to be appropriated from the Vaccine 
Injury Compensation Trust Fund. 

SALARIES AND EXPENSES, ANTITRUST DIVISION 
For expenses necessary for the enforcement of 

antitrust and kindred laws, $166,755,000, to re-
main available until expended: Provided, That 
notwithstanding any other provision of law, 
fees collected for premerger notification filings 
under the Hart-Scott-Rodino Antitrust Improve-
ments Act of 1976 (15 U.S.C. 18a), regardless of 
the year of collection (and estimated to be 
$141,000,000 in fiscal year 2020), shall be re-
tained and used for necessary expenses in this 
appropriation, and shall remain available until 
expended: Provided further, That the sum here-
in appropriated from the general fund shall be 
reduced as such offsetting collections are re-
ceived during fiscal year 2020, so as to result in 
a final fiscal year 2020 appropriation from the 
general fund estimated at $25,755,000. 

SALARIES AND EXPENSES, UNITED STATES 
ATTORNEYS 

For necessary expenses of the Offices of the 
United States Attorneys, including inter-govern-
mental and cooperative agreements, 
$2,278,360,000: Provided, That of the total 
amount appropriated, not to exceed $7,200 shall 
be available for official reception and represen-
tation expenses: Provided further, That not to 
exceed $25,000,000 shall remain available until 
expended: Provided further, That each United 
States Attorney shall establish or participate in 
a task force on human trafficking. 

UNITED STATES TRUSTEE SYSTEM FUND 
For necessary expenses of the United States 

Trustee Program, as authorized, $227,229,000, to 
remain available until expended: Provided, 
That, notwithstanding any other provision of 
law, deposits to the United States Trustee Sys-
tem Fund and amounts herein appropriated 
shall be available in such amounts as may be 
necessary to pay refunds due depositors: Pro-
vided further, That, notwithstanding any other 
provision of law, fees deposited into the Fund 
pursuant to section 589a(b) of title 28, United 
States Code (as limited by section 1004(b) of the 
Bankruptcy Judgeship Act of 2017 (division B of 
Public Law 115–72)), shall be retained and used 
for necessary expenses in this appropriation and 
shall remain available until expended: Provided 
further, That to the extent that fees deposited 
into the Fund in fiscal year 2020, net of amounts 
necessary to pay refunds due depositors, exceed 
$227,229,000, those excess amounts shall be avail-

able in future fiscal years only to the extent 
provided in advance in appropriations Acts: 
Provided further, That the sum herein appro-
priated from the general fund shall be reduced 
(1) as such fees are received during fiscal year 
2020, net of amounts necessary to pay refunds 
due depositors, (estimated at $309,000,000) and 
(2) to the extent that any remaining general 
fund appropriations can be derived from 
amounts deposited in the Fund in previous fis-
cal years that are not otherwise appropriated, 
so as to result in a final fiscal year 2020 appro-
priation from the general fund estimated at $0. 

SALARIES AND EXPENSES, FOREIGN CLAIMS 
SETTLEMENT COMMISSION 

For expenses necessary to carry out the activi-
ties of the Foreign Claims Settlement Commis-
sion, including services as authorized by section 
3109 of title 5, United States Code, $2,335,000. 

FEES AND EXPENSES OF WITNESSES 
For fees and expenses of witnesses, for ex-

penses of contracts for the procurement and su-
pervision of expert witnesses, for private counsel 
expenses, including advances, and for expenses 
of foreign counsel, $270,000,000, to remain avail-
able until expended, of which not to exceed 
$16,000,000 is for construction of buildings for 
protected witness safesites; not to exceed 
$3,000,000 is for the purchase and maintenance 
of armored and other vehicles for witness secu-
rity caravans; and not to exceed $18,000,000 is 
for the purchase, installation, maintenance, and 
upgrade of secure telecommunications equip-
ment and a secure automated information net-
work to store and retrieve the identities and lo-
cations of protected witnesses: Provided, That 
amounts made available under this heading may 
not be transferred pursuant to section 205 of this 
Act. 
SALARIES AND EXPENSES, COMMUNITY RELATIONS 

SERVICE 
(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 

For necessary expenses of the Community Re-
lations Service, $16,000,000: Provided, That not-
withstanding section 205 of this Act, upon a de-
termination by the Attorney General that emer-
gent circumstances require additional funding 
for conflict resolution and violence prevention 
activities of the Community Relations Service, 
the Attorney General may transfer such 
amounts to the Community Relations Service, 
from available appropriations for the current 
fiscal year for the Department of Justice, as may 
be necessary to respond to such circumstances: 
Provided further, That any transfer pursuant to 
the preceding proviso shall be treated as a re-
programming under section 505 of this Act and 
shall not be available for obligation or expendi-
ture except in compliance with the procedures 
set forth in that section. 

ASSETS FORFEITURE FUND 
For expenses authorized by subparagraphs 

(B), (F), and (G) of section 524(c)(1) of title 28, 
United States Code, $20,514,000, to be derived 
from the Department of Justice Assets Forfeiture 
Fund. 

UNITED STATES MARSHALS SERVICE 
SALARIES AND EXPENSES 

For necessary expenses of the United States 
Marshals Service, $1,410,000,000, of which not to 
exceed $6,000 shall be available for official re-
ception and representation expenses, and not to 
exceed $25,000,000 shall remain available until 
expended. 

CONSTRUCTION 
For construction in space controlled, occupied 

or utilized by the United States Marshals Serv-
ice for prisoner holding and related support, 
$17,000,000, to remain available until expended. 

FEDERAL PRISONER DETENTION 
For necessary expenses related to United 

States prisoners in the custody of the United 
States Marshals Service as authorized by section 
4013 of title 18, United States Code, 
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$1,867,461,000, to remain available until ex-
pended: Provided, That not to exceed $20,000,000 
shall be considered ‘‘funds appropriated for 
State and local law enforcement assistance’’ 
pursuant to section 4013(b) of title 18, United 
States Code: Provided further, That the United 
States Marshals Service shall be responsible for 
managing the Justice Prisoner and Alien Trans-
portation System. 

NATIONAL SECURITY DIVISION 
SALARIES AND EXPENSES 

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 
For expenses necessary to carry out the activi-

ties of the National Security Division, 
$110,000,000, of which not to exceed $5,000,000 
for information technology systems shall remain 
available until expended: Provided, That not-
withstanding section 205 of this Act, upon a de-
termination by the Attorney General that emer-
gent circumstances require additional funding 
for the activities of the National Security Divi-
sion, the Attorney General may transfer such 
amounts to this heading from available appro-
priations for the current fiscal year for the De-
partment of Justice, as may be necessary to re-
spond to such circumstances: Provided further, 
That any transfer pursuant to the preceding 
proviso shall be treated as a reprogramming 
under section 505 of this Act and shall not be 
available for obligation or expenditure except in 
compliance with the procedures set forth in that 
section. 

INTERAGENCY LAW ENFORCEMENT 
INTERAGENCY CRIME AND DRUG ENFORCEMENT 
For necessary expenses for the identification, 

investigation, and prosecution of individuals as-
sociated with the most significant drug traf-
ficking organizations, transnational organized 
crime, and money laundering organizations not 
otherwise provided for, to include inter-govern-
mental agreements with State and local law en-
forcement agencies engaged in the investigation 
and prosecution of individuals involved in 
transnational organized crime and drug traf-
ficking, $550,458,000, of which $50,000,000 shall 
remain available until expended: Provided, That 
any amounts obligated from appropriations 
under this heading may be used under authori-
ties available to the organizations reimbursed 
from this appropriation. 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
SALARIES AND EXPENSES 

For necessary expenses of the Federal Bureau 
of Investigation for detection, investigation, and 
prosecution of crimes against the United States, 
$9,467,902,000, of which not to exceed 
$216,900,000 shall remain available until ex-
pended: Provided, That not to exceed $284,000 
shall be available for official reception and rep-
resentation expenses. 

CONSTRUCTION 
For necessary expenses, to include the cost of 

equipment, furniture, and information tech-
nology requirements, related to construction or 
acquisition of buildings, facilities, and sites by 
purchase, or as otherwise authorized by law; 
conversion, modification, and extension of fed-
erally owned buildings; preliminary planning 
and design of projects; and operation and main-
tenance of secure work environment facilities 
and secure networking capabilities; $485,000,000, 
to remain available until expended. 

DRUG ENFORCEMENT ADMINISTRATION 
SALARIES AND EXPENSES 

For necessary expenses of the Drug Enforce-
ment Administration, including not to exceed 
$70,000 to meet unforeseen emergencies of a con-
fidential character pursuant to section 530C of 
title 28, United States Code; and expenses for 
conducting drug education and training pro-
grams, including travel and related expenses for 
participants in such programs and the distribu-
tion of items of token value that promote the 
goals of such programs, $2,340,010,000, of which 

not to exceed $75,000,000 shall remain available 
until expended and not to exceed $90,000 shall 
be available for official reception and represen-
tation expenses: Provided, That, using amounts 
made available under this heading, the Drug 
Enforcement Administration shall continue to 
establish and utilize data collection and sharing 
agreements with other Federal agencies and 
continue to consider other sources of informa-
tion to properly assess the estimated rates of 
overdose deaths and abuse and the overall pub-
lic health impact regarding covered controlled 
substances as required under section 306(i) of 
the Controlled Substances Act (21 U.S.C. 826(i)), 
and shall report to the Committee on Appropria-
tions of the Senate not later than 30 days after 
the date of enactment of this Act regarding the 
establishment and utilization of such data col-
lection and sharing agreements. 
BUREAU OF ALCOHOL, TOBACCO, FIREARMS AND 

EXPLOSIVES 
SALARIES AND EXPENSES 

For necessary expenses of the Bureau of Alco-
hol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives, for 
training of State and local law enforcement 
agencies with or without reimbursement, includ-
ing training in connection with the training and 
acquisition of canines for explosives and fire 
accelerants detection; and for provision of lab-
oratory assistance to State and local law en-
forcement agencies, with or without reimburse-
ment, $1,370,000,000, of which not to exceed 
$36,000 shall be for official reception and rep-
resentation expenses, not to exceed $1,000,000 
shall be available for the payment of attorneys’ 
fees as provided by section 924(d)(2) of title 18, 
United States Code, and not to exceed 
$20,000,000 shall remain available until ex-
pended: Provided, That none of the funds ap-
propriated herein shall be available to inves-
tigate or act upon applications for relief from 
Federal firearms disabilities under section 925(c) 
of title 18, United States Code: Provided further, 
That such funds shall be available to investigate 
and act upon applications filed by corporations 
for relief from Federal firearms disabilities 
under section 925(c) of title 18, United States 
Code: Provided further, That no funds made 
available by this or any other Act may be used 
to transfer the functions, missions, or activities 
of the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms 
and Explosives to other agencies or Depart-
ments. 

FEDERAL PRISON SYSTEM 
SALARIES AND EXPENSES 

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 
For necessary expenses of the Federal Prison 

System for the administration, operation, and 
maintenance of Federal penal and correctional 
institutions, and for the provision of technical 
assistance and advice on corrections related 
issues to foreign governments, $7,470,000,000 of 
which not less than $75,000,000 shall be for the 
programs and activities authorized by the First 
Step Act of 2018 (Public Law 115–391): Provided, 
That the Attorney General may transfer to the 
Department of Health and Human Services such 
amounts as may be necessary for direct expendi-
tures by that Department for medical relief for 
inmates of Federal penal and correctional insti-
tutions: Provided further, That the Director of 
the Federal Prison System, where necessary, 
may enter into contracts with a fiscal agent or 
fiscal intermediary claims processor to determine 
the amounts payable to persons who, on behalf 
of the Federal Prison System, furnish health 
services to individuals committed to the custody 
of the Federal Prison System: Provided further, 
That not to exceed $5,400 shall be available for 
official reception and representation expenses: 
Provided further, That not to exceed $50,000,000 
shall remain available until expended for nec-
essary operations: Provided further, That, of 
the amounts provided for contract confinement, 
not to exceed $20,000,000 shall remain available 
until expended to make payments in advance for 

grants, contracts and reimbursable agreements, 
and other expenses: Provided further, That the 
Director of the Federal Prison System may ac-
cept donated property and services relating to 
the operation of the prison card program from a 
not-for-profit entity which has operated such 
program in the past, notwithstanding the fact 
that such not-for-profit entity furnishes services 
under contracts to the Federal Prison System re-
lating to the operation of pre-release services, 
halfway houses, or other custodial facilities. 

BUILDINGS AND FACILITIES 
For planning, acquisition of sites, and con-

struction of new facilities; purchase and acqui-
sition of facilities and remodeling, and equip-
ping of such facilities for penal and correctional 
use, including all necessary expenses incident 
thereto, by contract or force account; and con-
structing, remodeling, and equipping necessary 
buildings and facilities at existing penal and 
correctional institutions, including all necessary 
expenses incident thereto, by contract or force 
account, $290,000,000, to remain available until 
expended, of which $181,000,000 shall be avail-
able only for costs related to construction of 
new facilities: Provided, That labor of United 
States prisoners may be used for work performed 
under this appropriation. 

FEDERAL PRISON INDUSTRIES, INCORPORATED 
The Federal Prison Industries, Incorporated, 

is hereby authorized to make such expenditures 
within the limits of funds and borrowing au-
thority available, and in accord with the law, 
and to make such contracts and commitments 
without regard to fiscal year limitations as pro-
vided by section 9104 of title 31, United States 
Code, as may be necessary in carrying out the 
program set forth in the budget for the current 
fiscal year for such corporation. 

LIMITATION ON ADMINISTRATIVE EXPENSES, 
FEDERAL PRISON INDUSTRIES, INCORPORATED 
Not to exceed $2,700,000 of the funds of the 

Federal Prison Industries, Incorporated, shall 
be available for its administrative expenses, and 
for services as authorized by section 3109 of title 
5, United States Code, to be computed on an ac-
crual basis to be determined in accordance with 
the corporation’s current prescribed accounting 
system, and such amounts shall be exclusive of 
depreciation, payment of claims, and expendi-
tures which such accounting system requires to 
be capitalized or charged to cost of commodities 
acquired or produced, including selling and 
shipping expenses, and expenses in connection 
with acquisition, construction, operation, main-
tenance, improvement, protection, or disposition 
of facilities and other property belonging to the 
corporation or in which it has an interest. 

STATE AND LOCAL LAW ENFORCEMENT 
ACTIVITIES 

OFFICE ON VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN 
VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN PREVENTION AND 

PROSECUTION PROGRAMS 
(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 

For grants, contracts, cooperative agreements, 
and other assistance for the prevention and 
prosecution of violence against women, as au-
thorized by the Omnibus Crime Control and Safe 
Streets Act of 1968 (34 U.S.C. 10101 et seq.) (‘‘the 
1968 Act’’); the Violent Crime Control and Law 
Enforcement Act of 1994 (Public Law 103–322) 
(‘‘the 1994 Act’’); the Victims of Child Abuse Act 
of 1990 (Public Law 101–647) (‘‘the 1990 Act’’); 
the Prosecutorial Remedies and Other Tools to 
end the Exploitation of Children Today Act of 
2003 (Public Law 108–21); the Juvenile Justice 
and Delinquency Prevention Act of 1974 (34 
U.S.C. 11101 et seq.) (‘‘the 1974 Act’’); the Vic-
tims of Trafficking and Violence Protection Act 
of 2000 (Public Law 106–386) (‘‘the 2000 Act’’); 
the Violence Against Women and Department of 
Justice Reauthorization Act of 2005 (Public Law 
109–162) (‘‘the 2005 Act’’); the Violence Against 
Women Reauthorization Act of 2013 (Public Law 
113–4) (‘‘the 2013 Act’’); the Rape Survivor Child 
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Custody Act of 2015 (Public Law 114–22) (‘‘the 
2015 Act’’); and the Abolish Human Trafficking 
Act (Public Law 115–392); and for related vic-
tims services, $500,000,000, to remain available 
until expended, which shall be derived by trans-
fer from amounts available for obligation in this 
Act from the Fund established by section 1402 of 
chapter XIV of title II of Public Law 98–473 (34 
U.S.C. 20101), notwithstanding section 1402(d) of 
such Act of 1984, and merged with the amounts 
otherwise made available under this heading: 
Provided, That except as otherwise provided by 
law, not to exceed 5 percent of funds made 
available under this heading may be used for 
expenses related to evaluation, training, and 
technical assistance: Provided further, That of 
the amount provided— 

(1) $215,000,000 is for grants to combat violence 
against women, as authorized by part T of the 
1968 Act; 

(2) $36,500,000 is for transitional housing as-
sistance grants for victims of domestic violence, 
dating violence, stalking, or sexual assault as 
authorized by section 40299 of the 1994 Act; 

(3) $2,500,000 is for the National Institute of 
Justice and the Bureau of Justice Statistics for 
research, evaluation, and statistics of violence 
against women and related issues addressed by 
grant programs of the Office on Violence 
Against Women, which shall be transferred to 
‘‘Research, Evaluation and Statistics’’ for ad-
ministration by the Office of Justice Programs; 

(4) $11,000,000 is for a grant program to pro-
vide services to advocate for and respond to 
youth victims of domestic violence, dating vio-
lence, sexual assault, and stalking; assistance to 
children and youth exposed to such violence; 
programs to engage men and youth in pre-
venting such violence; and assistance to middle 
and high school students through education 
and other services related to such violence: Pro-
vided, That unobligated balances available for 
the programs authorized by sections 41201, 
41204, 41303, and 41305 of the 1994 Act, prior to 
its amendment by the 2013 Act, shall be avail-
able for this program: Provided further, That 10 
percent of the total amount available for this 
grant program shall be available for grants 
under the program authorized by section 2015 of 
the 1968 Act: Provided further, That the defini-
tions and grant conditions in section 40002 of 
the 1994 Act shall apply to this program; 

(5) $53,000,000 is for grants to encourage arrest 
policies as authorized by part U of the 1968 Act, 
of which $4,000,000 is for a homicide reduction 
initiative; 

(6) $37,500,000 is for sexual assault victims as-
sistance, as authorized by section 41601 of the 
1994 Act; 

(7) $43,500,000 is for rural domestic violence 
and child abuse enforcement assistance grants, 
as authorized by section 40295 of the 1994 Act; 

(8) $20,000,000 is for grants to reduce violent 
crimes against women on campus, as authorized 
by section 304 of the 2005 Act; 

(9) $45,500,000 is for legal assistance for vic-
tims, as authorized by section 1201 of the 2000 
Act; 

(10) $5,000,000 is for enhanced training and 
services to end violence against and abuse of 
women in later life, as authorized by section 
40802 of the 1994 Act; 

(11) $17,000,000 is for grants to support fami-
lies in the justice system, as authorized by sec-
tion 1301 of the 2000 Act: Provided, That unobli-
gated balances available for the programs au-
thorized by section 1301 of the 2000 Act and sec-
tion 41002 of the 1994 Act, prior to their amend-
ment by the 2013 Act, shall be available for this 
program; 

(12) $6,000,000 is for education and training to 
end violence against and abuse of women with 
disabilities, as authorized by section 1402 of the 
2000 Act; 

(13) $1,000,000 is for the National Resource 
Center on Workplace Responses to assist victims 
of domestic violence, as authorized by section 
41501 of the 1994 Act; 

(14) $1,000,000 is for analysis and research on 
violence against Indian women, including as 
authorized by section 904 of the 2005 Act: Pro-
vided, That such funds may be transferred to 
‘‘Research, Evaluation and Statistics’’ for ad-
ministration by the Office of Justice Programs; 

(15) $500,000 is for a national clearinghouse 
that provides training and technical assistance 
on issues relating to sexual assault of American 
Indian and Alaska Native women; 

(16) $4,000,000 is for grants to assist tribal gov-
ernments in exercising special domestic violence 
criminal jurisdiction, as authorized by section 
904 of the 2013 Act: Provided, That the grant 
conditions in section 40002(b) of the 1994 Act 
shall apply to this program; and 

(17) $1,000,000 is for the purposes authorized 
under the 2015 Act. 

OFFICE OF JUSTICE PROGRAMS 
RESEARCH, EVALUATION AND STATISTICS 

For grants, contracts, cooperative agreements, 
and other assistance authorized by title I of the 
Omnibus Crime Control and Safe Streets Act of 
1968 (‘‘the 1968 Act’’); the Juvenile Justice and 
Delinquency Prevention Act of 1974 (‘‘the 1974 
Act’’); the Missing Children’s Assistance Act (34 
U.S.C. 11291 et seq.); the Prosecutorial Remedies 
and Other Tools to end the Exploitation of Chil-
dren Today Act of 2003 (Public Law 108–21); the 
Justice for All Act of 2004 (Public Law 108–405); 
the Violence Against Women and Department of 
Justice Reauthorization Act of 2005 (Public Law 
109–162) (‘‘the 2005 Act’’); the Victims of Child 
Abuse Act of 1990 (Public Law 101–647); the Sec-
ond Chance Act of 2007 (Public Law 110–199); 
the Victims of Crime Act of 1984 (Public Law 98– 
473); the Adam Walsh Child Protection and 
Safety Act of 2006 (Public Law 109–248) (‘‘the 
Adam Walsh Act’’); the PROTECT Our Chil-
dren Act of 2008 (Public Law 110–401); subtitle D 
of title II of the Homeland Security Act of 2002 
(Public Law 107–296) (‘‘the 2002 Act’’); the NICS 
Improvement Amendments Act of 2007 (Public 
Law 110–180); the Violence Against Women Re-
authorization Act of 2013 (Public Law 113–4) 
(‘‘the 2013 Act’’); and other programs, 
$80,000,000, to remain available until expended, 
of which— 

(1) $43,000,000 is for criminal justice statistics 
programs, and other activities, as authorized by 
part C of title I of the 1968 Act; and 

(2) $37,000,000 is for research, development, 
and evaluation programs, and other activities as 
authorized by part B of title I of the 1968 Act 
and subtitle D of title II of the 2002 Act, of 
which $5,000,000 is for research targeted toward 
developing a better understanding of the domes-
tic radicalization phenomenon, and advancing 
evidence-based strategies for effective interven-
tion and prevention; $1,000,000 is for research to 
study the root causes of school violence to in-
clude the impact and effectiveness of grants 
made under the STOP School Violence Act; 
$1,000,000 is for a national study to understand 
the responses of law enforcement to sex traf-
ficking of minors; $2,000,000 is for a national 
center on forensics; and $3,000,000 is for a na-
tional center for restorative justice. 
STATE AND LOCAL LAW ENFORCEMENT ASSISTANCE 

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 

For grants, contracts, cooperative agreements, 
and other assistance authorized by the Violent 
Crime Control and Law Enforcement Act of 1994 
(Public Law 103–322) (‘‘the 1994 Act’’); the Om-
nibus Crime Control and Safe Streets Act of 1968 
(‘‘the 1968 Act’’); the Justice for All Act of 2004 
(Public Law 108–405); the Victims of Child Abuse 
Act of 1990 (Public Law 101–647) (‘‘the 1990 
Act’’); the Trafficking Victims Protection Reau-
thorization Act of 2005 (Public Law 109–164); the 
Violence Against Women and Department of 
Justice Reauthorization Act of 2005 (Public Law 
109–162) (‘‘the 2005 Act’’); the Adam Walsh 
Child Protection and Safety Act of 2006 (Public 
Law 109–248) (‘‘the Adam Walsh Act’’); the Vic-
tims of Trafficking and Violence Protection Act 

of 2000 (Public Law 106–386); the NICS Improve-
ment Amendments Act of 2007 (Public Law 110– 
180); subtitle D of title II of the Homeland Secu-
rity Act of 2002 (Public Law 107–296) (‘‘the 2002 
Act’’); the Second Chance Act of 2007 (Public 
Law 110–199); the Prioritizing Resources and 
Organization for Intellectual Property Act of 
2008 (Public Law 110–403); the Victims of Crime 
Act of 1984 (Public Law 98–473); the Mentally Ill 
Offender Treatment and Crime Reduction Reau-
thorization and Improvement Act of 2008 (Public 
Law 110–416); the Violence Against Women Re-
authorization Act of 2013 (Public Law 113–4) 
(‘‘the 2013 Act’’); the Comprehensive Addiction 
and Recovery Act of 2016 (Public Law 114–198) 
(‘‘CARA’’); the Justice for All Reauthorization 
Act of 2016 (Public Law 114–324); Kevin and 
Avonte’s Law (division Q of Public Law 115–141) 
(‘‘Kevin and Avonte’s Law’’); the Keep Young 
Athletes Safe Act of 2018 (title III of division S 
of Public Law 115–141) (‘‘the Keep Young Ath-
letes Safe Act’’); the STOP School Violence Act 
of 2018 (title V of division S of Public Law 115– 
141) (‘‘the STOP School Violence Act’’); the Fix 
NICS Act of 2018 (title VI of division S of Public 
Law 115–141); the Project Safe Neighborhoods 
Grant Program Authorization Act of 2018 (Pub-
lic Law 115–185); the SUPPORT for Patients 
and Communities Act (Public Law 115–271); and 
the Second Chance Reauthorization Act of 2018 
(Public Law 115–391); and other programs, 
$1,789,790,000, to remain available until ex-
pended as follows— 

(1) $545,000,000 for the Edward Byrne Memo-
rial Justice Assistance Grant program as author-
ized by subpart 1 of part E of title I of the 1968 
Act (except that section 1001(c), and the special 
rules for Puerto Rico under section 505(g) of title 
I of the 1968 Act shall not apply for purposes of 
this Act), of which, notwithstanding such sub-
part 1, $12,000,000 is for the Officer Robert Wil-
son III Memorial Initiative on Preventing Vio-
lence Against Law Enforcement Officer Resil-
ience and Survivability (VALOR), $7,500,000 is 
for an initiative to support evidence-based polic-
ing, $8,000,000 is for an initiative to enhance 
prosecutorial decision-making, $2,400,000 is for 
the operationalization, maintenance and expan-
sion of the National Missing and Unidentified 
Persons System, $2,500,000 is for an academic 
based training initiative to improve police-based 
responses to people with mental illness or devel-
opmental disabilities, $2,000,000 is for a student 
loan repayment assistance program pursuant to 
section 952 of Public Law 110–315, $15,500,000 is 
for prison rape prevention and prosecution 
grants to States and units of local government, 
and other programs, as authorized by the Prison 
Rape Elimination Act of 2003 (Public Law 108– 
79), $2,000,000 is for a grant program authorized 
by Kevin and Avonte’s Law, $3,000,000 is for a 
regional law enforcement technology initiative, 
$20,000,000 is for programs to reduce gun crime 
and gang violence, as authorized by Public Law 
115–185, $2,000,000 is for a grant to provide a 
drug field testing and training initiative, 
$5,500,000 is for the Capital Litigation Improve-
ment Grant Program, as authorized by section 
426 of Public Law 108–405, and for grants for 
wrongful conviction review, $1,000,000 is for a 
collaborative mental health and anti-recidivism 
initiative, $100,000,000 is for grants for law en-
forcement activities associated with the presi-
dential nominating conventions, $2,000,000 is for 
a program to improve juvenile indigent defense, 
and $8,000,000 is for community-based violence 
prevention initiatives; 

(2) $150,000,000 for the State Criminal Alien 
Assistance Program, as authorized by section 
241(i)(5) of the Immigration and Nationality Act 
(8 U.S.C. 1231(i)(5)): Provided, That no jurisdic-
tion shall request compensation for any cost 
greater than the actual cost for Federal immi-
gration and other detainees housed in State and 
local detention facilities; 

(3) $85,000,000 for victim services programs for 
victims of trafficking, as authorized by section 
107(b)(2) of Public Law 106–386, for programs 
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authorized under Public Law 109–164, or pro-
grams authorized under Public Law 113–4; 

(4) $14,000,000 for economic, high technology, 
white collar, and Internet crime prevention 
grants, including as authorized by section 401 of 
Public Law 110–403, of which $2,500,000 is for 
competitive grants that help State and local law 
enforcement tackle intellectual property thefts, 
and $2,000,000 for a competitive grant program 
for training students in computer forensics and 
digital investigation; 

(5) $20,000,000 for sex offender management 
assistance, as authorized by the Adam Walsh 
Act, and related activities; 

(6) $27,500,000 for the Patrick Leahy Bullet-
proof Vest Partnership Grant Program, as au-
thorized by section 2501 of title I of the 1968 Act: 
Provided, That $1,500,000 is transferred directly 
to the National Institute of Standards and 
Technology’s Office of Law Enforcement Stand-
ards for research, testing and evaluation pro-
grams; 

(7) $1,000,000 for the National Sex Offender 
Public Website; 

(8) $78,290,000 for grants to States to upgrade 
criminal and mental health records for the Na-
tional Instant Criminal Background Check Sys-
tem, of which no less than $25,000,000 shall be 
for grants made under the authorities of the 
NICS Improvement Amendments Act of 2007 
(Public Law 110–180) and Fix NICS Act of 2018; 

(9) $30,000,000 for Paul Coverdell Forensic 
Sciences Improvement Grants under part BB of 
title I of the 1968 Act; 

(10) $136,000,000 for DNA-related and forensic 
programs and activities, of which— 

(A) $125,000,000 is for a DNA analysis and ca-
pacity enhancement program and for other 
local, State, and Federal forensic activities, in-
cluding the purposes authorized under section 2 
of the DNA Analysis Backlog Elimination Act of 
2000 (Public Law 106–546) (the Debbie Smith 
DNA Backlog Grant Program): Provided, That 
up to 4 percent of funds made available under 
this paragraph may be used for the purposes de-
scribed in the DNA Training and Education for 
Law Enforcement, Correctional Personnel, and 
Court Officers program (Public Law 108–405, 
section 303); 

(B) $7,000,000 is for the purposes described in 
the Kirk Bloodsworth Post-Conviction DNA 
Testing Grant Program (Public Law 108–405, 
section 412); and 

(C) $4,000,000 is for Sexual Assault Forensic 
Exam Program grants, including as authorized 
by section 304 of Public Law 108–405; 

(11) $48,000,000 for a grant program for com-
munity-based sexual assault response reform; 

(12) $12,000,000 for the court-appointed special 
advocate program, as authorized by section 217 
of the 1990 Act; 

(13) $38,000,000 for assistance to Indian tribes; 
(14) $90,000,000 for offender reentry programs 

and research, as authorized by the Second 
Chance Act of 2007 (Public Law 110–199) and by 
the Second Chance Reauthorization Act of 2018 
(Public Law 115–391), without regard to the time 
limitations specified at section 6(1) of such Act, 
of which not to exceed $6,000,000 is for a pro-
gram to improve State, local, and tribal proba-
tion or parole supervision efforts and strategies, 
$5,000,000 is for Children of Incarcerated Par-
ents Demonstrations to enhance and maintain 
parental and family relationships for incarcer-
ated parents as a reentry or recidivism reduction 
strategy, and $4,500,000 is for additional replica-
tion sites employing the Project HOPE Oppor-
tunity Probation with Enforcement model imple-
menting swift and certain sanctions in proba-
tion, and for a research project on the effective-
ness of the model: Provided, That up to 
$7,500,000 of funds made available in this para-
graph may be used for performance-based 
awards for Pay for Success projects, of which 
up to $5,000,000 shall be for Pay for Success pro-
grams implementing the Permanent Supportive 
Housing Model; 

(15) $67,500,000 for initiatives to improve po-
lice-community relations, of which $22,500,000 is 

for a competitive matching grant program for 
purchases of body-worn cameras for State, local 
and Tribal law enforcement, $28,000,000 is for a 
justice reinvestment initiative, for activities re-
lated to criminal justice reform and recidivism 
reduction, and $17,000,000 is for an Edward 
Byrne Memorial criminal justice innovation pro-
gram; 

(16) $378,000,000 for comprehensive opioid 
abuse reduction activities, including as author-
ized by CARA, and for the following programs, 
which shall address opioid, stimulant, and sub-
stance abuse reduction consistent with under-
lying program authorities— 

(A) $80,000,000 for Drug Courts, as authorized 
by section 1001(a)(25)(A) of title I of the 1968 
Act; 

(B) $33,000,000 for mental health courts and 
adult and juvenile collaboration program 
grants, as authorized by parts V and HH of title 
I of the 1968 Act, and the Mentally Ill Offender 
Treatment and Crime Reduction Reauthoriza-
tion and Improvement Act of 2008 (Public Law 
110–416); 

(C) $31,000,000 for grants for Residential Sub-
stance Abuse Treatment for State Prisoners, as 
authorized by part S of title I of the 1968 Act; 

(D) $23,000,000 for a veterans treatment courts 
program; 

(E) $31,000,000 for a program to monitor pre-
scription drugs and scheduled listed chemical 
products; and 

(F) $180,000,000 for a comprehensive opioid, 
stimulant, and substance abuse program; 

(17) $2,500,000 for a competitive grant program 
authorized by the Keep Young Athletes Safe 
Act; and 

(18) $67,000,000 for grants to be administered 
by the Bureau of Justice Assistance for purposes 
authorized under the STOP School Violence 
Act: 
Provided, That, if a unit of local government 
uses any of the funds made available under this 
heading to increase the number of law enforce-
ment officers, the unit of local government will 
achieve a net gain in the number of law enforce-
ment officers who perform non-administrative 
public sector safety service. 

JUVENILE JUSTICE PROGRAMS 
For grants, contracts, cooperative agreements, 

and other assistance authorized by the Juvenile 
Justice and Delinquency Prevention Act of 1974 
(‘‘the 1974 Act’’); the Omnibus Crime Control 
and Safe Streets Act of 1968 (‘‘the 1968 Act’’); 
the Violence Against Women and Department of 
Justice Reauthorization Act of 2005 (Public Law 
109–162) (‘‘the 2005 Act’’); the Missing Children’s 
Assistance Act (34 U.S.C. 11291 et seq.); the 
Prosecutorial Remedies and Other Tools to end 
the Exploitation of Children Today Act of 2003 
(Public Law 108–21); the Victims of Child Abuse 
Act of 1990 (Public Law 101–647) (‘‘the 1990 
Act’’); the Adam Walsh Child Protection and 
Safety Act of 2006 (Public Law 109–248) (‘‘the 
Adam Walsh Act’’); the PROTECT Our Chil-
dren Act of 2008 (Public Law 110–401); the Vio-
lence Against Women Reauthorization Act of 
2013 (Public Law 113–4) (‘‘the 2013 Act’’); the 
Justice for All Reauthorization Act of 2016 (Pub-
lic Law 114–324); the Juvenile Justice Reform 
Act of 2018 (Public Law 115–385); and other ju-
venile justice programs, $315,000,000, to remain 
available until expended as follows— 

(1) $63,000,000 for programs authorized by sec-
tion 221 of the 1974 Act, and for training and 
technical assistance to assist small, nonprofit 
organizations with the Federal grants process: 
Provided, That of the amounts provided under 
this paragraph, $500,000 shall be for a competi-
tive demonstration grant program to support 
emergency planning among State, local and 
tribal juvenile justice residential facilities; 

(2) $97,000,000 for youth mentoring grants; 
(3) $40,000,000 for delinquency prevention, as 

authorized by section 505 of the 1974 Act, of 
which, pursuant to sections 261 and 262 there-
of— 

(A) $5,000,000 shall be for the Tribal Youth 
Program; 

(B) $500,000 shall be for an Internet site pro-
viding information and resources on children of 
incarcerated parents; 

(C) $2,000,000 shall be for competitive grants 
focusing on girls in the juvenile justice system; 

(D) $10,000,000 shall be for an opioid-affected 
youth initiative; and 

(E) $8,000,000 shall be for an initiative relating 
to children exposed to violence; 

(4) $27,000,000 for programs authorized by the 
Victims of Child Abuse Act of 1990; 

(5) $85,000,000 for missing and exploited chil-
dren programs, including as authorized by sec-
tions 404(b) and 405(a) of the 1974 Act (except 
that section 102(b)(4)(B) of the PROTECT Our 
Children Act of 2008 (Public Law 110–401) shall 
not apply for purposes of this Act); and 

(6) $3,000,000 for child abuse training pro-
grams for judicial personnel and practitioners, 
as authorized by section 222 of the 1990 Act: 
Provided, That not more than 10 percent of each 
amount may be used for research, evaluation, 
and statistics activities designed to benefit the 
programs or activities authorized: Provided fur-
ther, That not more than 2 percent of the 
amounts designated under paragraphs (1) 
through (3) and (6) may be used for training 
and technical assistance: Provided further, That 
the two preceding provisos shall not apply to 
grants and projects administered pursuant to 
sections 261 and 262 of the 1974 Act and to miss-
ing and exploited children programs. 

PUBLIC SAFETY OFFICER BENEFITS 
(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 

For payments and expenses authorized under 
section 1001(a)(4) of title I of the Omnibus Crime 
Control and Safe Streets Act of 1968, such sums 
as are necessary (including amounts for admin-
istrative costs), to remain available until ex-
pended; and $24,800,000 for payments authorized 
by section 1201(b) of such Act and for edu-
cational assistance authorized by section 1218 of 
such Act, to remain available until expended: 
Provided, That notwithstanding section 205 of 
this Act, upon a determination by the Attorney 
General that emergent circumstances require ad-
ditional funding for such disability and edu-
cation payments, the Attorney General may 
transfer such amounts to ‘‘Public Safety Officer 
Benefits’’ from available appropriations for the 
Department of Justice as may be necessary to re-
spond to such circumstances: Provided further, 
That any transfer pursuant to the preceding 
proviso shall be treated as a reprogramming 
under section 505 of this Act and shall not be 
available for obligation or expenditure except in 
compliance with the procedures set forth in that 
section. 

COMMUNITY ORIENTED POLICING SERVICES 
COMMUNITY ORIENTED POLICING SERVICES 

PROGRAMS 
(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 

For activities authorized by the Violent Crime 
Control and Law Enforcement Act of 1994 (Pub-
lic Law 103–322); the Omnibus Crime Control 
and Safe Streets Act of 1968 (‘‘the 1968 Act’’); 
the Violence Against Women and Department of 
Justice Reauthorization Act of 2005 (Public Law 
109–162) (‘‘the 2005 Act’’); the American Law 
Enforcement Heroes Act of 2017 (Public Law 
115–37); and the SUPPORT for Patients and 
Communities Act (Public Law 115–271), 
$335,000,000, to remain available until expended: 
Provided, That any balances made available 
through prior year deobligations shall only be 
available in accordance with section 505 of this 
Act: Provided further, That of the amount pro-
vided under this heading— 

(1) $245,000,000 is for grants under section 1701 
of title I of the 1968 Act (34 U.S.C. 10381) for the 
hiring and rehiring of additional career law en-
forcement officers under part Q of such title 
notwithstanding subsection (i) of such section: 
Provided, That, notwithstanding section 1704(c) 
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of such title (34 U.S.C. 10384(c)), funding for 
hiring or rehiring a career law enforcement offi-
cer may not exceed $125,000 unless the Director 
of the Office of Community Oriented Policing 
Services grants a waiver from this limitation: 
Provided further, That within the amounts ap-
propriated under this paragraph, $27,000,000 is 
for improving tribal law enforcement, including 
hiring, equipment, training, anti-methamphet-
amine activities, and anti-opioid activities: Pro-
vided further, That of the amounts appropriated 
under this paragraph, $6,500,000 is for commu-
nity policing development activities in further-
ance of the purposes in section 1701: Provided 
further, That of the amounts appropriated 
under this paragraph $38,000,000 is for regional 
information sharing activities, as authorized by 
part M of title I of the 1968 Act, which shall be 
transferred to and merged with ‘‘Research, 
Evaluation, and Statistics’’ for administration 
by the Office of Justice Programs: Provided fur-
ther, That within the amounts appropriated 
under this paragraph, no less than $3,000,000 is 
to support the Tribal Access Program: Provided 
further, That within the amounts appropriated 
under this paragraph, $5,000,000 is for training, 
peer mentoring, and mental health program ac-
tivities as authorized under the Law Enforce-
ment Mental Health and Wellness Act (Public 
Law 115–113); 

(2) $10,000,000 is for activities authorized by 
the POLICE Act of 2016 (Public Law 114–199); 

(3) $12,000,000 is for competitive grants to 
State law enforcement agencies in States with 
high seizures of precursor chemicals, finished 
methamphetamine, laboratories, and laboratory 
dump seizures: Provided, That funds appro-
priated under this paragraph shall be utilized 
for investigative purposes to locate or inves-
tigate illicit activities, including precursor diver-
sion, laboratories, or methamphetamine traf-
fickers; 

(4) $35,000,000 is for competitive grants to 
statewide law enforcement agencies in States 
with high rates of primary treatment admissions 
for heroin and other opioids: Provided, That 
these funds shall be utilized for investigative 
purposes to locate or investigate illicit activities, 
including activities related to the distribution of 
heroin or unlawful distribution of prescription 
opioids, or unlawful heroin and prescription 
opioid traffickers through statewide collabora-
tion; and 

(5) $33,000,000 is for competitive grants to be 
administered by the Community Oriented Polic-
ing Services Office for purposes authorized 
under the STOP School Violence Act (title V of 
division S of Public Law 115–141). 
GENERAL PROVISIONS—DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 
SEC. 201. In addition to amounts otherwise 

made available in this title for official reception 
and representation expenses, a total of not to 
exceed $50,000 from funds appropriated to the 
Department of Justice in this title shall be avail-
able to the Attorney General for official recep-
tion and representation expenses. 

SEC. 202. None of the funds appropriated by 
this title shall be available to pay for an abor-
tion, except where the life of the mother would 
be endangered if the fetus were carried to term, 
or in the case of rape or incest: Provided, That 
should this prohibition be declared unconstitu-
tional by a court of competent jurisdiction, this 
section shall be null and void. 

SEC. 203. None of the funds appropriated 
under this title shall be used to require any per-
son to perform, or facilitate in any way the per-
formance of, any abortion. 

SEC. 204. Nothing in the preceding section 
shall remove the obligation of the Director of the 
Bureau of Prisons to provide escort services nec-
essary for a female inmate to receive such serv-
ice outside the Federal facility: Provided, That 
nothing in this section in any way diminishes 
the effect of section 203 intended to address the 
philosophical beliefs of individual employees of 
the Bureau of Prisons. 

SEC. 205. Not to exceed 5 percent of any ap-
propriation made available for the current fiscal 
year for the Department of Justice in this Act 
may be transferred between such appropria-
tions, but no such appropriation, except as oth-
erwise specifically provided, shall be increased 
by more than 10 percent by any such transfers: 
Provided, That any transfer pursuant to this 
section shall be treated as a reprogramming of 
funds under section 505 of this Act and shall not 
be available for obligation except in compliance 
with the procedures set forth in that section. 

SEC. 206. None of the funds made available 
under this title may be used by the Federal Bu-
reau of Prisons or the United States Marshals 
Service for the purpose of transporting an indi-
vidual who is a prisoner pursuant to conviction 
for crime under State or Federal law and is clas-
sified as a maximum or high security prisoner, 
other than to a prison or other facility certified 
by the Federal Bureau of Prisons as appro-
priately secure for housing such a prisoner. 

SEC. 207. (a) None of the funds appropriated 
by this Act may be used by Federal prisons to 
purchase cable television services, or to rent or 
purchase audiovisual or electronic media or 
equipment used primarily for recreational pur-
poses. 

(b) Subsection (a) does not preclude the rent-
al, maintenance, or purchase of audiovisual or 
electronic media or equipment for inmate train-
ing, religious, or educational programs. 

SEC. 208. None of the funds made available 
under this title shall be obligated or expended 
for any new or enhanced information tech-
nology program having total estimated develop-
ment costs in excess of $100,000,000, unless the 
Deputy Attorney General and the investment re-
view board certify to the Committees on Appro-
priations of the House of Representatives and 
the Senate that the information technology pro-
gram has appropriate program management con-
trols and contractor oversight mechanisms in 
place, and that the program is compatible with 
the enterprise architecture of the Department of 
Justice. 

SEC. 209. The notification thresholds and pro-
cedures set forth in section 505 of this Act shall 
apply to deviations from the amounts designated 
for specific activities in this Act and in the re-
port accompanying this Act, and to any use of 
deobligated balances of funds provided under 
this title in previous years. 

SEC. 210. None of the funds appropriated by 
this Act may be used to plan for, begin, con-
tinue, finish, process, or approve a public-pri-
vate competition under the Office of Manage-
ment and Budget Circular A–76 or any successor 
administrative regulation, directive, or policy 
for work performed by employees of the Bureau 
of Prisons or of Federal Prison Industries, In-
corporated. 

SEC. 211. Notwithstanding any other provision 
of law, no funds shall be available for the sal-
ary, benefits, or expenses of any United States 
Attorney assigned dual or additional respon-
sibilities by the Attorney General or his designee 
that exempt that United States Attorney from 
the residency requirements of section 545 of title 
28, United States Code. 

SEC. 212. At the discretion of the Attorney 
General, and in addition to any amounts that 
otherwise may be available (or authorized to be 
made available) by law, with respect to funds 
appropriated by this title under the headings 
‘‘Research, Evaluation and Statistics’’, ‘‘State 
and Local Law Enforcement Assistance’’, and 
‘‘Juvenile Justice Programs’’— 

(1) up to 2 percent of funds made available to 
the Office of Justice Programs for grant or reim-
bursement programs may be used by such Office 
to provide training and technical assistance; 
and 

(2) up to 2 percent of funds made available for 
grant or reimbursement programs under such 
headings, except for amounts appropriated spe-
cifically for research, evaluation, or statistical 
programs administered by the National Institute 

of Justice and the Bureau of Justice Statistics, 
shall be transferred to and merged with funds 
provided to the National Institute of Justice and 
the Bureau of Justice Statistics, to be used by 
them for research, evaluation, or statistical pur-
poses, without regard to the authorizations for 
such grant or reimbursement programs. 

SEC. 213. Upon request by a grantee for whom 
the Attorney General has determined there is a 
fiscal hardship, the Attorney General may, with 
respect to funds appropriated in this or any 
other Act making appropriations for fiscal years 
2017 through 2020 for the following programs, 
waive the following requirements: 

(1) For the adult and juvenile offender State 
and local reentry demonstration projects under 
part FF of title I of the Omnibus Crime Control 
and Safe Streets Act of 1968 (34 U.S.C. 10631 et 
seq.), the requirements under section 2976(g)(1) 
of such part (34 U.S.C. 10631(g)(1)). 

(2) For grants to protect inmates and safe-
guard communities as authorized by section 6 of 
the Prison Rape Elimination Act of 2003 (34 
U.S.C. 30305(c)(3)), the requirements of section 
6(c)(3) of such Act. 

SEC. 214. Notwithstanding any other provision 
of law, section 20109(a) of subtitle A of title II 
of the Violent Crime Control and Law Enforce-
ment Act of 1994 (34 U.S.C. 12109(a)) shall not 
apply to amounts made available by this or any 
other Act. 

SEC. 215. None of the funds made available 
under this Act, other than for the national in-
stant criminal background check system estab-
lished under section 103 of the Brady Handgun 
Violence Prevention Act (34 U.S.C. 40901), may 
be used by a Federal law enforcement officer to 
facilitate the transfer of an operable firearm to 
an individual if the Federal law enforcement of-
ficer knows or suspects that the individual is an 
agent of a drug cartel, unless law enforcement 
personnel of the United States continuously 
monitor or control the firearm at all times. 

SEC. 216. (a) None of the income retained in 
the Department of Justice Working Capital 
Fund pursuant to title I of Public Law 102–140 
(105 Stat. 784; 28 U.S.C. 527 note) shall be avail-
able for obligation during fiscal year 2020, ex-
cept up to $12,000,000 may be obligated for im-
plementation of a unified Department of Justice 
financial management system. 

(b) Not to exceed $30,000,000 of the unobli-
gated balances transferred to the capital ac-
count of the Department of Justice Working 
Capital Fund pursuant to title I of Public Law 
102–140 (105 Stat. 784; 28 U.S.C. 527 note) shall 
be available for obligation in fiscal year 2020, 
and any use, obligation, transfer or allocation 
of such funds shall be treated as a reprogram-
ming of funds under section 505 of this Act. 

(c) Not to exceed $10,000,000 of the excess un-
obligated balances available under section 
524(c)(8)(E) of title 28, United States Code, shall 
be available for obligation during fiscal year 
2020, and any use, obligation, transfer or alloca-
tion of such funds shall be treated as a re-
programming of funds under section 505 of this 
Act. 

SEC. 217. Discretionary funds that are made 
available in this Act for the Office of Justice 
Programs may be used to participate in Perform-
ance Partnership Pilots authorized under sec-
tion 526 of division H of Public Law 113–76, sec-
tion 524 of division G of Public Law 113–235, sec-
tion 525 of division H of Public Law 114–113, 
and such authorities as are enacted for Perform-
ance Partnership Pilots in an appropriations 
Act for fiscal years 2019 and 2020. 

SEC. 218. In this fiscal year and each fiscal 
year thereafter, amounts credited to and made 
available in the Department of Justice Working 
Capital Fund as an offsetting collection pursu-
ant to section 108 of Public Law 103–121, 107 
Stat. 1164 (1994) shall be so credited and avail-
able only to the extent and in such amounts as 
provided in advance in appropriations Acts: 
Provided, That notwithstanding 31 U.S.C. 3302 
or any other statute affecting the crediting of 
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collections, the Attorney General may credit, as 
a discretionary offsetting collection, to the De-
partment of Justice Working Capital Fund, for 
fiscal year 2020, up to three percent of all 
amounts collected pursuant to civil debt collec-
tion litigation activities of the Department of 
Justice and, such amounts so credited in fiscal 
year 2020 shall remain available until expended, 
shall be subject to the terms and conditions of 
that fund, and shall be used only for paying the 
costs of processing and tracking such litigation: 
Provided further, That any such amounts from 
the fund that the Attorney General determines 
are necessary to pay for the costs of processing 
and tracking civil debt collection litigation ac-
tivities in fiscal year 2020 shall be transferred to 
other appropriations accounts in the Depart-
ment of Justice for paying the costs of such ac-
tivities, and shall be in addition to any amounts 
otherwise made available for such purpose in 
those appropriations accounts: Provided fur-
ther, That such transfer authority is in addition 
to any other transfer authority provided by law: 
Provided further, That any transfer of funds 
pursuant to this section shall be treated as a re-
programming of funds under section 505 of this 
Act and shall not be available for obligation ex-
cept in compliance with the procedures set forth 
in that section. 

SEC. 219. Not later than 30 days after the date 
of enactment of this Act, the Attorney General 
shall submit to Congress a report that— 

(1) details the progress of the implementation 
of the Ashanti Alert Act of 2018 (Public Law 
115–401; 132 Stat. 5336) and the amendments 
made by that Act; and 

(2) establishes a deadline for full implementa-
tion of that Act and the amendments made by 
that Act, which shall be not later than 90 days 
after the date of enactment of this Act. 

SEC. 220. (a) Notwithstanding any other provi-
sion of this Act, the total amount made avail-
able under the heading ‘‘COMMUNITY ORIENTED 
POLICING SERVICES PROGRAMS (INCLUDING TRANS-
FER OF FUNDS)’’ under the heading ‘‘COMMUNITY 
ORIENTED POLICING SERVICES’’ under the head-
ing ‘‘DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE’’ in this title 
shall be increased by $1,000,000, which shall be 
used by increasing by that amount the amount 
specified in paragraph (3) under such headings 
for competitive grants to State law enforcement 
agencies in States with high seizures of pre-
cursor chemicals, finished methamphetamine, 
laboratories, and laboratory dump seizures. 

(b) Notwithstanding any other provision of 
this Act, the total amount made available for 
necessary expenses for information sharing 
technology under the heading ‘‘JUSTICE INFOR-
MATION SHARING TECHNOLOGY (INCLUDING TRANS-
FER OF FUNDS)’’ under the heading ‘‘GENERAL 
ADMINISTRATION’’ under the heading ‘‘DE-
PARTMENT OF JUSTICE’’ in this title shall be 
decreased by $1,000,000. 

SEC. 221. Not later than 90 days after the date 
of enactment of this Act, the Attorney General 
shall submit a report to the Committee on Ap-
propriations and the Committee on the Judiciary 
of the Senate detailing the efforts of the Depart-
ment of Justice to combat and enforce animal 
fighting and animal welfare statutes, which 
shall include— 

(1) a break down of the number of personnel 
dedicated to animal welfare crimes on a full- 
time basis, including their respective depart-
mental component; 

(2) a list of all cases involving animal welfare 
crimes that the Department of Justice has pros-
ecuted since 2014; 

(3) a list of investigations that were referred to 
the Department of Justice that have been de-
layed or declined to be prosecuted by the De-
partment of Justice and the reason for any de-
ferral or declination; and 

(4) a qualitative description of how the De-
partment of Justice coordinates the efforts of the 
Department with other governmental partners to 
ensure proper enforcement of animal welfare 
laws. 

This title may be cited as the ‘‘Department of 
Justice Appropriations Act, 2020’’. 

TITLE III 

SCIENCE 

OFFICE OF SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY POLICY 

For necessary expenses of the Office of 
Science and Technology Policy, in carrying out 
the purposes of the National Science and Tech-
nology Policy, Organization, and Priorities Act 
of 1976 (42 U.S.C. 6601 et seq.), hire of passenger 
motor vehicles, and services as authorized by 
section 3109 of title 5, United States Code, not to 
exceed $2,250 for official reception and represen-
tation expenses, and rental of conference rooms 
in the District of Columbia, $5,544,000. 

NATIONAL SPACE COUNCIL 

For necessary expenses of the National Space 
Council, in carrying out the purposes of Title V 
of Public Law 100–685 and Executive Order 
13803, hire of passenger motor vehicles, and 
services as authorized by section 3109 of title 5, 
United States Code, not to exceed $2,250 for offi-
cial reception and representation expenses, 
$1,965,000: Provided, That notwithstanding any 
other provision of law, the National Space 
Council may accept personnel support from Fed-
eral agencies, departments, and offices, and 
such Federal agencies, departments, and offices 
may detail staff without reimbursement to the 
National Space Council for purposes provided 
herein. 

NATIONAL AERONAUTICS AND SPACE 
ADMINISTRATION 

SCIENCE 

For necessary expenses, not otherwise pro-
vided for, in the conduct and support of science 
research and development activities, including 
research, development, operations, support, and 
services; maintenance and repair, facility plan-
ning and design; space flight, spacecraft con-
trol, and communications activities; program 
management; personnel and related costs, in-
cluding uniforms or allowances therefor, as au-
thorized by sections 5901 and 5902 of title 5, 
United States Code; travel expenses; purchase 
and hire of passenger motor vehicles; and pur-
chase, lease, charter, maintenance, and oper-
ation of mission and administrative aircraft, 
$6,905,700,000, to remain available until Sep-
tember 30, 2021: Provided, That, $1,945,000,000 
shall be for Earth Science; $2,631,100,000 shall be 
for Planetary Science; $1,171,600,000 shall be for 
Astrophysics; $423,000,000 shall be for the James 
Webb Space Telescope; and $735,000,000 shall be 
for Heliophysics: Provided further, That the Na-
tional Aeronautics and Space Administration 
shall use the Space Launch System as the 
launch vehicle for the Jupiter Europa Clipper 
mission. 

AERONAUTICS 

For necessary expenses, not otherwise pro-
vided for, in the conduct and support of aero-
nautics research and development activities, in-
cluding research, development, operations, sup-
port, and services; maintenance and repair, fa-
cility planning and design; space flight, space-
craft control, and communications activities; 
program management; personnel and related 
costs, including uniforms or allowances there-
for, as authorized by sections 5901 and 5902 of 
title 5, United States Code; travel expenses; pur-
chase and hire of passenger motor vehicles; and 
purchase, lease, charter, maintenance, and op-
eration of mission and administrative aircraft, 
$783,900,000, to remain available until September 
30, 2021. 

SPACE TECHNOLOGY 

For necessary expenses, not otherwise pro-
vided for, in the conduct and support of space 
technology research and development activities, 
including research, development, operations, 
support, and services; maintenance and repair, 
facility planning and design; space flight, 
spacecraft control, and communications activi-

ties; program management; personnel and re-
lated costs, including uniforms or allowances 
therefor, as authorized by sections 5901 and 5902 
of title 5, United States Code; travel expenses; 
purchase and hire of passenger motor vehicles; 
and purchase, lease, charter, maintenance, and 
operation of mission and administrative aircraft, 
$1,076,400,000, to remain available until Sep-
tember 30, 2021: Provided, That $180,000,000 
shall be for RESTORE–L: Provided further, 
That $100,000,000 shall be for the development 
and demonstration of a nuclear thermal propul-
sion system, of which $70,000,000 shall be for the 
design of a flight demonstration system. 

EXPLORATION 
For necessary expenses, not otherwise pro-

vided for, in the conduct and support of explo-
ration research and development activities, in-
cluding research, development, operations, sup-
port, and services; maintenance and repair, fa-
cility planning and design; space flight, space-
craft control, and communications activities; 
program management; personnel and related 
costs, including uniforms or allowances there-
for, as authorized by sections 5901 and 5902 of 
title 5, United States Code; travel expenses; pur-
chase and hire of passenger motor vehicles; and 
purchase, lease, charter, maintenance, and op-
eration of mission and administrative aircraft, 
$6,222,600,000, to remain available until Sep-
tember 30, 2021: Provided, That not less than 
$1,406,700,000 shall be for the Orion Multi-Pur-
pose Crew Vehicle: Provided further, That not 
less than $2,585,900,000 shall be for the Space 
Launch System (SLS) launch vehicle, which 
shall have a lift capability not less than 130 
metric tons and which shall have core elements 
and an Exploration Upper Stage developed si-
multaneously: Provided further, That of the 
amounts provided for SLS, not less than 
$300,000,000 shall be for Exploration Upper 
Stage development: Provided further, That 
$590,000,000 shall be for Exploration Ground 
Systems: Provided further, That the National 
Aeronautics and Space Administration shall 
provide to the Committees on Appropriations of 
the House of Representatives and the Senate, 
concurrent with the annual budget submission, 
a 5-year budget profile for an integrated system 
that includes the SLS, the Orion Multi-Purpose 
Crew Vehicle, and associated ground systems 
that will ensure an Exploration Mission-2 
crewed launch as early as possible, as well as a 
system-based funding profile for a sustained 
launch cadence beyond the initial crewed test 
launch: Provided further, That $1,640,000,000 
shall be for exploration research and develop-
ment. 

SPACE OPERATIONS 
For necessary expenses, not otherwise pro-

vided for, in the conduct and support of space 
operations research and development activities, 
including research, development, operations, 
support and services; space flight, spacecraft 
control and communications activities, includ-
ing operations, production, and services; main-
tenance and repair, facility planning and de-
sign; program management; personnel and re-
lated costs, including uniforms or allowances 
therefor, as authorized by sections 5901 and 5902 
of title 5, United States Code; travel expenses; 
purchase and hire of passenger motor vehicles; 
and purchase, lease, charter, maintenance and 
operation of mission and administrative aircraft, 
$4,150,200,000, to remain available until Sep-
tember 30, 2021. 

SCIENCE, TECHNOLOGY, ENGINEERING, AND 
MATHEMATICS ENGAGEMENT 

For necessary expenses, not otherwise pro-
vided for, in the conduct and support of aero-
space and aeronautical education research and 
development activities, including research, de-
velopment, operations, support, and services; 
program management; personnel and related 
costs, including uniforms or allowances there-
for, as authorized by sections 5901 and 5902 of 
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title 5, United States Code; travel expenses; pur-
chase and hire of passenger motor vehicles; and 
purchase, lease, charter, maintenance, and op-
eration of mission and administrative aircraft, 
$112,000,000, to remain available until September 
30, 2021, of which $22,000,000 shall be for the Es-
tablished Program to Stimulate Competitive Re-
search and $47,000,000 shall be for the National 
Space Grant College and Fellowship Program. 

SAFETY, SECURITY AND MISSION SERVICES 

For necessary expenses, not otherwise pro-
vided for, in the conduct and support of science, 
aeronautics, space technology, exploration, 
space operations and education research and 
development activities, including research, de-
velopment, operations, support, and services; 
maintenance and repair, facility planning and 
design; space flight, spacecraft control, and 
communications activities; program manage-
ment; personnel and related costs, including 
uniforms or allowances therefor, as authorized 
by sections 5901 and 5902 of title 5, United States 
Code; travel expenses; purchase and hire of pas-
senger motor vehicles; not to exceed $63,000 for 
official reception and representation expenses; 
and purchase, lease, charter, maintenance, and 
operation of mission and administrative aircraft, 
$2,934,800,000, to remain available until Sep-
tember 30, 2021. 

CONSTRUCTION AND ENVIRONMENTAL COMPLIANCE 
AND RESTORATION 

For necessary expenses for construction of fa-
cilities including repair, rehabilitation, revital-
ization, and modification of facilities, construc-
tion of new facilities and additions to existing 
facilities, facility planning and design, and res-
toration, and acquisition or condemnation of 
real property, as authorized by law, and envi-
ronmental compliance and restoration, 
$524,400,000, to remain available until September 
30, 2025: Provided, That proceeds from leases de-
posited into this account shall be available for a 
period of 5 years to the extent and in amounts 
as provided in annual appropriations Acts: Pro-
vided further, That such proceeds referred to in 
the preceding proviso shall be available for obli-
gation for fiscal year 2020 in an amount not to 
exceed $14,900,000: Provided further, That each 
annual budget request shall include an annual 
estimate of gross receipts and collections and 
proposed use of all funds collected pursuant to 
section 20145 of title 51, United States Code. 

OFFICE OF INSPECTOR GENERAL 

For necessary expenses of the Office of In-
spector General in carrying out the Inspector 
General Act of 1978, $40,000,000, of which 
$500,000 shall remain available until September 
30, 2021. 

ADMINISTRATIVE PROVISIONS 

(INCLUDING TRANSFERS OF FUNDS) 

Funds for any announced prize otherwise au-
thorized shall remain available, without fiscal 
year limitation, until a prize is claimed or the 
offer is withdrawn. 

Not to exceed 5 percent of any appropriation 
made available for the current fiscal year for 
the National Aeronautics and Space Adminis-
tration in this Act may be transferred between 
such appropriations, but no such appropriation, 
except as otherwise specifically provided, shall 
be increased by more than 10 percent by any 
such transfers. Balances so transferred shall be 
merged with and available for the same pur-
poses and the same time period as the appro-
priations to which transferred. Any transfer 
pursuant to this provision shall be treated as a 
reprogramming of funds under section 505 of 
this Act and shall not be available for obligation 
except in compliance with the procedures set 
forth in that section. 

The spending plan required by this Act shall 
be provided by NASA at the theme, program, 
project and activity level. The spending plan, as 
well as any subsequent change of an amount es-
tablished in that spending plan that meets the 

notification requirements of section 505 of this 
Act, shall be treated as a reprogramming under 
section 505 of this Act and shall not be available 
for obligation or expenditure except in compli-
ance with the procedures set forth in that sec-
tion. 

Not more than 50 percent of the amounts made 
available in this Act for the Gateway; Advanced 
Cislunar and Surface Capabilities; Commercial 
LEO Development; and Lunar Discovery and 
Exploration, excluding the Lunar Reconnais-
sance Orbiter, may be obligated until the Ad-
ministrator submits a multi-year plan to the 
Committees on Appropriations of the House of 
Representatives and the Senate that identifies 
estimated dates, by fiscal year, for Space 
Launch System flights to build the Gateway; the 
commencement of partnerships with commercial 
entities for additional LEO missions to land hu-
mans and rovers on the Moon; and conducting 
additional scientific activities on the Moon. The 
multi-year plan shall include key milestones to 
be met by fiscal year to achieve goals for each 
of the lunar programs described in the previous 
sentence and funding required by fiscal year to 
achieve such milestones. 

NATIONAL SCIENCE FOUNDATION 

RESEARCH AND RELATED ACTIVITIES 

For necessary expenses in carrying out the 
National Science Foundation Act of 1950 (42 
U.S.C. 1861 et seq.), and Public Law 86–209 (42 
U.S.C. 1880 et seq.); services as authorized by 
section 3109 of title 5, United States Code; main-
tenance and operation of aircraft and purchase 
of flight services for research support; acquisi-
tion of aircraft; and authorized travel; 
$6,769,670,000, to remain available until Sep-
tember 30, 2021, of which not to exceed 
$500,000,000 shall remain available until ex-
pended for polar research and operations sup-
port, and for reimbursement to other Federal 
agencies for operational and science support 
and logistical and other related activities for the 
United States Antarctic program: Provided, 
That receipts for scientific support services and 
materials furnished by the National Research 
Centers and other National Science Foundation 
supported research facilities may be credited to 
this appropriation. 

MAJOR RESEARCH EQUIPMENT AND FACILITIES 
CONSTRUCTION 

For necessary expenses for the acquisition, 
construction, commissioning, and upgrading of 
major research equipment, facilities, and other 
such capital assets pursuant to the National 
Science Foundation Act of 1950 (42 U.S.C. 1861 
et seq.), including authorized travel, 
$253,230,000, to remain available until expended. 

EDUCATION AND HUMAN RESOURCES 

For necessary expenses in carrying out 
science, mathematics and engineering education 
and human resources programs and activities 
pursuant to the National Science Foundation 
Act of 1950 (42 U.S.C. 1861 et seq.), including 
services as authorized by section 3109 of title 5, 
United States Code, authorized travel, and rent-
al of conference rooms in the District of Colum-
bia, $937,000,000, to remain available until Sep-
tember 30, 2021. 

AGENCY OPERATIONS AND AWARD MANAGEMENT 

For agency operations and award manage-
ment necessary in carrying out the National 
Science Foundation Act of 1950 (42 U.S.C. 1861 
et seq.); services authorized by section 3109 of 
title 5, United States Code; hire of passenger 
motor vehicles; uniforms or allowances therefor, 
as authorized by sections 5901 and 5902 of title 
5, United States Code; rental of conference 
rooms in the District of Columbia; and reim-
bursement of the Department of Homeland Secu-
rity for security guard services; $336,900,000: 
Provided, That not to exceed $8,280 is for official 
reception and representation expenses: Provided 
further, That contracts may be entered into 
under this heading in fiscal year 2020 for main-

tenance and operation of facilities and for other 
services to be provided during the next fiscal 
year. 

OFFICE OF THE NATIONAL SCIENCE BOARD 
For necessary expenses (including payment of 

salaries, authorized travel, hire of passenger 
motor vehicles, the rental of conference rooms in 
the District of Columbia, and the employment of 
experts and consultants under section 3109 of 
title 5, United States Code) involved in carrying 
out section 4 of the National Science Founda-
tion Act of 1950 (42 U.S.C. 1863) and Public Law 
86–209 (42 U.S.C. 1880 et seq.), $4,500,000: Pro-
vided, That not to exceed $2,500 shall be avail-
able for official reception and representation ex-
penses. 

OFFICE OF INSPECTOR GENERAL 
For necessary expenses of the Office of In-

spector General as authorized by the Inspector 
General Act of 1978, $15,700,000, of which 
$400,000 shall remain available until September 
30, 2021. 

ADMINISTRATIVE PROVISIONS 
(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 

Not to exceed 5 percent of any appropriation 
made available for the current fiscal year for 
the National Science Foundation in this Act 
may be transferred between such appropria-
tions, but no such appropriation shall be in-
creased by more than 10 percent by any such 
transfers. Any transfer pursuant to this para-
graph shall be treated as a reprogramming of 
funds under section 505 of this Act and shall not 
be available for obligation except in compliance 
with the procedures set forth in that section. 

The Director of the National Science Founda-
tion (NSF) shall notify the Committees on Ap-
propriations of the House of Representatives 
and the Senate at least 30 days in advance of 
any planned divestment through transfer, de-
commissioning, termination, or deconstruction 
of any NSF-owned facilities or any NSF capital 
assets (including land, structures, and equip-
ment) valued greater than $2,500,000. 

This title may be cited as the ‘‘Science Appro-
priations Act, 2020’’. 

TITLE IV 
RELATED AGENCIES 

COMMISSION ON CIVIL RIGHTS 
SALARIES AND EXPENSES 

For necessary expenses of the Commission on 
Civil Rights, including hire of passenger motor 
vehicles, $10,200,000: Provided, That none of the 
funds appropriated in this paragraph may be 
used to employ any individuals under Schedule 
C of subpart C of part 213 of title 5 of the Code 
of Federal Regulations exclusive of one special 
assistant for each Commissioner: Provided fur-
ther, That none of the funds appropriated in 
this paragraph shall be used to reimburse Com-
missioners for more than 75 billable days, with 
the exception of the chairperson, who is per-
mitted 125 billable days: Provided further, That 
the Chair may accept and use any gift or dona-
tion to carry out the work of the Commission: 
Provided further, That none of the funds appro-
priated in this paragraph shall be used for any 
activity or expense that is not explicitly author-
ized by section 3 of the Civil Rights Commission 
Act of 1983 (42 U.S.C. 1975a). 
EQUAL EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY COMMISSION 

SALARIES AND EXPENSES 
For necessary expenses of the Equal Employ-

ment Opportunity Commission as authorized by 
title VII of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, the Age 
Discrimination in Employment Act of 1967, the 
Equal Pay Act of 1963, the Americans with Dis-
abilities Act of 1990, section 501 of the Rehabili-
tation Act of 1973, the Civil Rights Act of 1991, 
the Genetic Information Nondiscrimination Act 
(GINA) of 2008 (Public Law 110–233), the ADA 
Amendments Act of 2008 (Public Law 110–325), 
and the Lilly Ledbetter Fair Pay Act of 2009 
(Public Law 111–2), including services as au-
thorized by section 3109 of title 5, United States 
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Code; hire of passenger motor vehicles as au-
thorized by section 1343(b) of title 31, United 
States Code; nonmonetary awards to private 
citizens; and up to $30,500,000 for payments to 
State and local enforcement agencies for author-
ized services to the Commission, $384,500,000: 
Provided, That the Commission is authorized to 
make available for official reception and rep-
resentation expenses not to exceed $2,250 from 
available funds: Provided further, That the 
Commission may take no action to implement 
any workforce repositioning, restructuring, or 
reorganization until such time as the Commit-
tees on Appropriations of the House of Rep-
resentatives and the Senate have been notified 
of such proposals, in accordance with the re-
programming requirements of section 505 of this 
Act: Provided further, That the Chair may ac-
cept and use any gift or donation to carry out 
the work of the Commission. 

INTERNATIONAL TRADE COMMISSION 
SALARIES AND EXPENSES 

For necessary expenses of the International 
Trade Commission, including hire of passenger 
motor vehicles and services as authorized by sec-
tion 3109 of title 5, United States Code, and not 
to exceed $2,250 for official reception and rep-
resentation expenses, $99,400,000, to remain 
available until expended. 

LEGAL SERVICES CORPORATION 
PAYMENT TO THE LEGAL SERVICES CORPORATION 
For payment to the Legal Services Corpora-

tion to carry out the purposes of the Legal Serv-
ices Corporation Act of 1974, $425,500,000, of 
which $388,200,000 is for basic field programs 
and required independent audits; $5,300,000 is 
for the Office of Inspector General, of which 
such amounts as may be necessary may be used 
to conduct additional audits of recipients; 
$22,000,000 is for management and grants over-
sight; $4,000,000 is for client self-help and infor-
mation technology; $4,500,000 is for a Pro Bono 
Innovation Fund; and $1,500,000 is for loan re-
payment assistance: Provided, That the Legal 
Services Corporation may continue to provide 
locality pay to officers and employees at a rate 
no greater than that provided by the Federal 
Government to Washington, DC-based employ-
ees as authorized by section 5304 of title 5, 
United States Code, notwithstanding section 
1005(d) of the Legal Services Corporation Act (42 
U.S.C. 2996d(d)): Provided further, That the au-
thorities provided in section 205 of this Act shall 
be applicable to the Legal Services Corporation: 
Provided further, That, for the purposes of sec-
tion 505 of this Act, the Legal Services Corpora-
tion shall be considered an agency of the United 
States Government. 

ADMINISTRATIVE PROVISION—LEGAL SERVICES 
CORPORATION 

None of the funds appropriated in this Act to 
the Legal Services Corporation shall be ex-
pended for any purpose prohibited or limited by, 
or contrary to any of the provisions of, sections 
501, 502, 503, 504, 505, and 506 of Public Law 
105–119, and all funds appropriated in this Act 
to the Legal Services Corporation shall be sub-
ject to the same terms and conditions set forth 
in such sections, except that all references in 
sections 502 and 503 to 1997 and 1998 shall be 
deemed to refer instead to 2019 and 2020, respec-
tively. 

MARINE MAMMAL COMMISSION 

SALARIES AND EXPENSES 

For necessary expenses of the Marine Mam-
mal Commission as authorized by title II of the 
Marine Mammal Protection Act of 1972 (16 
U.S.C. 1361 et seq.), $3,616,000. 

OFFICE OF THE UNITED STATES TRADE 
REPRESENTATIVE 

SALARIES AND EXPENSES 

For necessary expenses of the Office of the 
United States Trade Representative, including 
the hire of passenger motor vehicles and the em-

ployment of experts and consultants as author-
ized by section 3109 of title 5, United States 
Code, $54,000,000, of which $1,000,000 shall re-
main available until expended: Provided, That 
of the total amount made available under this 
heading, not to exceed $124,000 shall be avail-
able for official reception and representation ex-
penses. 

TRADE ENFORCEMENT TRUST FUND 
(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 

For activities of the United States Trade Rep-
resentative authorized by section 611 of the 
Trade Facilitation and Trade Enforcement Act 
of 2015 (19 U.S.C. 4405), including transfers, 
$15,000,000, to be derived from the Trade En-
forcement Trust Fund: Provided, That any 
transfer pursuant to subsection (d)(1) of such 
section shall be treated as a reprogramming 
under section 505 of this Act. 

STATE JUSTICE INSTITUTE 
SALARIES AND EXPENSES 

For necessary expenses of the State Justice In-
stitute, as authorized by the State Justice Insti-
tute Act of 1984 (42 U.S.C. 10701 et seq.) 
$6,300,000, of which $500,000 shall remain avail-
able until September 30, 2021: Provided, That 
not to exceed $2,250 shall be available for offi-
cial reception and representation expenses: Pro-
vided further, That, for the purposes of section 
505 of this Act, the State Justice Institute shall 
be considered an agency of the United States 
Government. 

TITLE V 
GENERAL PROVISIONS 
(INCLUDING RESCISSIONS) 

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 
SEC. 501. No part of any appropriation con-

tained in this Act shall be used for publicity or 
propaganda purposes not authorized by the 
Congress. 

SEC. 502. No part of any appropriation con-
tained in this Act shall remain available for ob-
ligation beyond the current fiscal year unless 
expressly so provided herein. 

SEC. 503. The expenditure of any appropria-
tion under this Act for any consulting service 
through procurement contract, pursuant to sec-
tion 3109 of title 5, United States Code, shall be 
limited to those contracts where such expendi-
tures are a matter of public record and available 
for public inspection, except where otherwise 
provided under existing law, or under existing 
Executive order issued pursuant to existing law. 

SEC. 504. If any provision of this Act or the 
application of such provision to any person or 
circumstances shall be held invalid, the remain-
der of the Act and the application of each provi-
sion to persons or circumstances other than 
those as to which it is held invalid shall not be 
affected thereby. 

SEC. 505. None of the funds provided under 
this Act, or provided under previous appropria-
tions Acts to the agencies funded by this Act 
that remain available for obligation or expendi-
ture in fiscal year 2020, or provided from any ac-
counts in the Treasury of the United States de-
rived by the collection of fees available to the 
agencies funded by this Act, shall be available 
for obligation or expenditure through a re-
programming of funds that: (1) creates or initi-
ates a new program, project, or activity; (2) 
eliminates a program, project, or activity; (3) in-
creases funds or personnel by any means for 
any project or activity for which funds have 
been denied or restricted; (4) relocates an office 
or employees; (5) reorganizes or renames offices, 
programs, or activities; (6) contracts out or 
privatizes any functions or activities presently 
performed by Federal employees; (7) augments 
existing programs, projects, or activities in ex-
cess of $500,000 or 10 percent, whichever is less, 
or reduces by 10 percent funding for any pro-
gram, project, or activity, or numbers of per-
sonnel by 10 percent; or (8) results from any 
general savings, including savings from a reduc-

tion in personnel, which would result in a 
change in existing programs, projects, or activi-
ties as approved by Congress; unless the House 
and Senate Committees on Appropriations are 
notified 15 days in advance of such reprogram-
ming of funds. 

SEC. 506. (a) If it has been finally determined 
by a court or Federal agency that any person 
intentionally affixed a label bearing a ‘‘Made in 
America’’ inscription, or any inscription with 
the same meaning, to any product sold in or 
shipped to the United States that is not made in 
the United States, the person shall be ineligible 
to receive any contract or subcontract made 
with funds made available in this Act, pursuant 
to the debarment, suspension, and ineligibility 
procedures described in sections 9.400 through 
9.409 of title 48, Code of Federal Regulations. 

(b)(1) To the extent practicable, with respect 
to authorized purchases of promotional items, 
funds made available by this Act shall be used 
to purchase items that are manufactured, pro-
duced, or assembled in the United States, its ter-
ritories or possessions. 

(2) The term ‘‘promotional items’’ has the 
meaning given the term in OMB Circular A–87, 
Attachment B, Item (1)(f)(3). 

SEC. 507. (a) The Departments of Commerce 
and Justice, the National Science Foundation, 
and the National Aeronautics and Space Ad-
ministration shall provide to the Committees on 
Appropriations of the House of Representatives 
and the Senate a quarterly report on the status 
of balances of appropriations at the account 
level. For unobligated, uncommitted balances 
and unobligated, committed balances the quar-
terly reports shall separately identify the 
amounts attributable to each source year of ap-
propriation from which the balances were de-
rived. For balances that are obligated, but unex-
pended, the quarterly reports shall separately 
identify amounts by the year of obligation. 

(b) The report described in subsection (a) shall 
be submitted within 30 days of the end of each 
quarter. 

(c) If a department or agency is unable to ful-
fill any aspect of a reporting requirement de-
scribed in subsection (a) due to a limitation of a 
current accounting system, the department or 
agency shall fulfill such aspect to the maximum 
extent practicable under such accounting system 
and shall identify and describe in each quar-
terly report the extent to which such aspect is 
not fulfilled. 

SEC. 508. Any costs incurred by a department 
or agency funded under this Act resulting from, 
or to prevent, personnel actions taken in re-
sponse to funding reductions included in this 
Act shall be absorbed within the total budgetary 
resources available to such department or agen-
cy: Provided, That the authority to transfer 
funds between appropriations accounts as may 
be necessary to carry out this section is provided 
in addition to authorities included elsewhere in 
this Act: Provided further, That use of funds to 
carry out this section shall be treated as a re-
programming of funds under section 505 of this 
Act and shall not be available for obligation or 
expenditure except in compliance with the pro-
cedures set forth in that section: Provided fur-
ther, That for the Department of Commerce, this 
section shall also apply to actions taken for the 
care and protection of loan collateral or grant 
property. 

SEC. 509. None of the funds provided by this 
Act shall be available to promote the sale or ex-
port of tobacco or tobacco products, or to seek 
the reduction or removal by any foreign country 
of restrictions on the marketing of tobacco or to-
bacco products, except for restrictions which are 
not applied equally to all tobacco or tobacco 
products of the same type. 

SEC. 510. Notwithstanding any other provision 
of law, amounts deposited or available in the 
Fund established by section 1402 of chapter XIV 
of title II of Public Law 98–473 (34 U.S.C. 20101) 
in any fiscal year in excess of $3,177,000,000 
shall not be available for obligation until the 
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following fiscal year: Provided, That notwith-
standing section 1402(d) of such Act, of the 
amounts available from the Fund for obligation: 
(1) $10,000,000 shall be transferred to the De-
partment of Justice Office of the Inspector Gen-
eral and remain available until expended for 
oversight and auditing purposes; and (2) 5 per-
cent shall be available to the Office for Victims 
of Crime for grants, consistent with the require-
ments of the Victims of Crime Act, to Indian 
tribes to improve services for victims of crime. 

SEC. 511. None of the funds made available to 
the Department of Justice in this Act may be 
used to discriminate against or denigrate the re-
ligious or moral beliefs of students who partici-
pate in programs for which financial assistance 
is provided from those funds, or of the parents 
or legal guardians of such students. 

SEC. 512. None of the funds made available in 
this Act may be transferred to any department, 
agency, or instrumentality of the United States 
Government, except pursuant to a transfer made 
by, or transfer authority provided in, this Act or 
any other appropriations Act. 

SEC. 513. (a) The Inspectors General of the De-
partment of Commerce, the Department of Jus-
tice, the National Aeronautics and Space Ad-
ministration, the National Science Foundation, 
and the Legal Services Corporation shall con-
duct audits, pursuant to the Inspector General 
Act (5 U.S.C. App.), of grants or contracts for 
which funds are appropriated by this Act, and 
shall submit reports to Congress on the progress 
of such audits, which may include preliminary 
findings and a description of areas of particular 
interest, within 180 days after initiating such an 
audit and every 180 days thereafter until any 
such audit is completed. 

(b) Within 60 days after the date on which an 
audit described in subsection (a) by an Inspector 
General is completed, the Secretary, Attorney 
General, Administrator, Director, or President, 
as appropriate, shall make the results of the 
audit available to the public on the Internet 
website maintained by the Department, Admin-
istration, Foundation, or Corporation, respec-
tively. The results shall be made available in re-
dacted form to exclude— 

(1) any matter described in section 552(b) of 
title 5, United States Code; and 

(2) sensitive personal information for any in-
dividual, the public access to which could be 
used to commit identity theft or for other inap-
propriate or unlawful purposes. 

(c) Any person awarded a grant or contract 
funded by amounts appropriated by this Act 
shall submit a statement to the Secretary of 
Commerce, the Attorney General, the Adminis-
trator, Director, or President, as appropriate, 
certifying that no funds derived from the grant 
or contract will be made available through a 
subcontract or in any other manner to another 
person who has a financial interest in the per-
son awarded the grant or contract. 

(d) The provisions of the preceding sub-
sections of this section shall take effect 30 days 
after the date on which the Director of the Of-
fice of Management and Budget, in consultation 
with the Director of the Office of Government 
Ethics, determines that a uniform set of rules 
and requirements, substantially similar to the 
requirements in such subsections, consistently 
apply under the executive branch ethics pro-
gram to all Federal departments, agencies, and 
entities. 

SEC. 514. (a) None of the funds appropriated 
or otherwise made available under this Act may 
be used by the Departments of Commerce and 
Justice, the National Aeronautics and Space Ad-
ministration, or the National Science Founda-
tion to acquire a high-impact or moderate-im-
pact information system, as defined for security 
categorization in the National Institute of 
Standards and Technology’s (NIST) Federal In-
formation Processing Standard Publication 199, 
‘‘Standards for Security Categorization of Fed-
eral Information and Information Systems’’ un-
less the agency has— 

(1) reviewed the supply chain risk for the in-
formation systems against criteria developed by 
NIST and the Federal Bureau of Investigation 
(FBI) to inform acquisition decisions for high- 
impact and moderate-impact information sys-
tems within the Federal Government; 

(2) reviewed the supply chain risk from the 
presumptive awardee against available and rel-
evant threat information provided by the FBI 
and other appropriate agencies; and 

(3) in consultation with the FBI or other ap-
propriate Federal entity, conducted an assess-
ment of any risk of cyber-espionage or sabotage 
associated with the acquisition of such system, 
including any risk associated with such system 
being produced, manufactured, or assembled by 
one or more entities identified by the United 
States Government as posing a cyber threat, in-
cluding but not limited to, those that may be 
owned, directed, or subsidized by the People’s 
Republic of China, the Islamic Republic of Iran, 
the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea, or 
the Russian Federation. 

(b) None of the funds appropriated or other-
wise made available under this Act may be used 
to acquire a high-impact or moderate-impact in-
formation system reviewed and assessed under 
subsection (a) unless the head of the assessing 
entity described in subsection (a) has— 

(1) developed, in consultation with NIST, the 
FBI, and supply chain risk management ex-
perts, a mitigation strategy for any identified 
risks; 

(2) determined, in consultation with NIST and 
the FBI, that the acquisition of such system is 
in the national interest of the United States; 
and 

(3) reported that determination to the Commit-
tees on Appropriations of the House of Rep-
resentatives and the Senate and the agency In-
spector General. 

SEC. 515. None of the funds made available in 
this Act shall be used in any way whatsoever to 
support or justify the use of torture by any offi-
cial or contract employee of the United States 
Government. 

SEC. 516. (a) Notwithstanding any other provi-
sion of law or treaty, none of the funds appro-
priated or otherwise made available under this 
Act or any other Act may be expended or obli-
gated by a department, agency, or instrumen-
tality of the United States to pay administrative 
expenses or to compensate an officer or em-
ployee of the United States in connection with 
requiring an export license for the export to 
Canada of components, parts, accessories or at-
tachments for firearms listed in Category I, sec-
tion 121.1 of title 22, Code of Federal Regula-
tions (International Trafficking in Arms Regu-
lations (ITAR), part 121, as it existed on April 1, 
2005) with a total value not exceeding $500 
wholesale in any transaction, provided that the 
conditions of subsection (b) of this section are 
met by the exporting party for such articles. 

(b) The foregoing exemption from obtaining 
an export license— 

(1) does not exempt an exporter from filing 
any Shipper’s Export Declaration or notification 
letter required by law, or from being otherwise 
eligible under the laws of the United States to 
possess, ship, transport, or export the articles 
enumerated in subsection (a); and 

(2) does not permit the export without a li-
cense of— 

(A) fully automatic firearms and components 
and parts for such firearms, other than for end 
use by the Federal Government, or a Provincial 
or Municipal Government of Canada; 

(B) barrels, cylinders, receivers (frames) or 
complete breech mechanisms for any firearm 
listed in Category I, other than for end use by 
the Federal Government, or a Provincial or Mu-
nicipal Government of Canada; or 

(C) articles for export from Canada to another 
foreign destination. 

(c) In accordance with this section, the Dis-
trict Directors of Customs and postmasters shall 
permit the permanent or temporary export with-

out a license of any unclassified articles speci-
fied in subsection (a) to Canada for end use in 
Canada or return to the United States, or tem-
porary import of Canadian-origin items from 
Canada for end use in the United States or re-
turn to Canada for a Canadian citizen. 

(d) The President may require export licenses 
under this section on a temporary basis if the 
President determines, upon publication first in 
the Federal Register, that the Government of 
Canada has implemented or maintained inad-
equate import controls for the articles specified 
in subsection (a), such that a significant diver-
sion of such articles has and continues to take 
place for use in international terrorism or in the 
escalation of a conflict in another nation. The 
President shall terminate the requirements of a 
license when reasons for the temporary require-
ments have ceased. 

SEC. 517. Notwithstanding any other provision 
of law, no department, agency, or instrumen-
tality of the United States receiving appro-
priated funds under this Act or any other Act 
shall obligate or expend in any way such funds 
to pay administrative expenses or the compensa-
tion of any officer or employee of the United 
States to deny any application submitted pursu-
ant to 22 U.S.C. 2778(b)(1)(B) and qualified pur-
suant to 27 CFR section 478.112 or .113, for a 
permit to import United States origin ‘‘curios or 
relics’’ firearms, parts, or ammunition. 

SEC. 518. None of the funds made available in 
this Act may be used to include in any new bi-
lateral or multilateral trade agreement the text 
of— 

(1) paragraph 2 of article 16.7 of the United 
States–Singapore Free Trade Agreement; 

(2) paragraph 4 of article 17.9 of the United 
States–Australia Free Trade Agreement; or 

(3) paragraph 4 of article 15.9 of the United 
States–Morocco Free Trade Agreement. 

SEC. 519. None of the funds made available in 
this Act may be used to authorize or issue a na-
tional security letter in contravention of any of 
the following laws authorizing the Federal Bu-
reau of Investigation to issue national security 
letters: The Right to Financial Privacy Act of 
1978; The Electronic Communications Privacy 
Act of 1986; The Fair Credit Reporting Act; The 
National Security Act of 1947; USA PATRIOT 
Act; USA FREEDOM Act of 2015; and the laws 
amended by these Acts. 

SEC. 520. If at any time during any quarter, 
the program manager of a project within the ju-
risdiction of the Departments of Commerce or 
Justice, the National Aeronautics and Space Ad-
ministration, or the National Science Founda-
tion totaling more than $75,000,000 has reason-
able cause to believe that the total program cost 
has increased by 10 percent or more, the pro-
gram manager shall immediately inform the re-
spective Secretary, Administrator, or Director. 
The Secretary, Administrator, or Director shall 
notify the House and Senate Committees on Ap-
propriations within 30 days in writing of such 
increase, and shall include in such notice: the 
date on which such determination was made; a 
statement of the reasons for such increases; the 
action taken and proposed to be taken to control 
future cost growth of the project; changes made 
in the performance or schedule milestones and 
the degree to which such changes have contrib-
uted to the increase in total program costs or 
procurement costs; new estimates of the total 
project or procurement costs; and a statement 
validating that the project’s management struc-
ture is adequate to control total project or pro-
curement costs. 

SEC. 521. Funds appropriated by this Act, or 
made available by the transfer of funds in this 
Act, for intelligence or intelligence related ac-
tivities are deemed to be specifically authorized 
by the Congress for purposes of section 504 of 
the National Security Act of 1947 (50 U.S.C. 
3094) during fiscal year 2020 until the enactment 
of the Intelligence Authorization Act for fiscal 
year 2020. 

SEC. 522. None of the funds appropriated or 
otherwise made available by this Act may be 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 02:25 Nov 20, 2019 Jkt 099060 PO 00000 Frm 00023 Fmt 7634 Sfmt 6333 E:\CR\FM\A19NO7.001 H19NOPT1S
sp

en
ce

r 
on

 D
S

K
B

B
X

C
H

B
2P

R
O

D
 w

ith
 H

O
U

S
E



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSEH8984 November 19, 2019 
used to enter into a contract in an amount 
greater than $5,000,000 or to award a grant in 
excess of such amount unless the prospective 
contractor or grantee certifies in writing to the 
agency awarding the contract or grant that, to 
the best of its knowledge and belief, the con-
tractor or grantee has filed all Federal tax re-
turns required during the three years preceding 
the certification, has not been convicted of a 
criminal offense under the Internal Revenue 
Code of 1986, and has not, more than 90 days 
prior to certification, been notified of any un-
paid Federal tax assessment for which the liabil-
ity remains unsatisfied, unless the assessment is 
the subject of an installment agreement or offer 
in compromise that has been approved by the 
Internal Revenue Service and is not in default, 
or the assessment is the subject of a non-frivo-
lous administrative or judicial proceeding. 

(RESCISSIONS) 
SEC. 523. (a) Of the unobligated balances from 

prior year appropriations available to the De-
partment of Commerce, the following funds are 
hereby rescinded, not later than September 30, 
2020, from the following accounts in the speci-
fied amounts— 

(1) ‘‘Economic Development Administration, 
Economic Development Assistance Programs’’, 
$10,000,000; and 

(2) ‘‘National Oceanic and Atmospheric Ad-
ministration, Fisheries Enforcement Asset For-
feiture Fund’’, $5,000,000. 

(b) Of the unobligated balances available to 
the Department of Justice, the following funds 
are hereby rescinded, not later than September 
30, 2020, from the following accounts in the 
specified amounts— 

(1) ‘‘Working Capital Fund’’, $100,000,000; 
(2) ‘‘Federal Bureau of Investigation, Salaries 

and Expenses’’, $71,974,000 including from, but 
not limited to, fees collected to defray expenses 
for the automation of fingerprint identification 
and criminal justice information services and 
associated costs; and 

(3) ‘‘State and Local Law Enforcement Activi-
ties, Office of Justice Programs’’, $70,000,000. 

(c) Of the unobligated balances available to 
the National Aeronautics and Space Adminis-
tration from prior year appropriations under the 
heading ‘‘Science’’, $70,000,000 is hereby re-
scinded. 

(d) The Departments of Commerce and Justice 
and the National Aeronautics and Space Ad-
ministration shall submit to the Committees on 
Appropriations of the House of Representatives 
and the Senate a report no later than September 
1, 2020, specifying the amount of each rescission 
made pursuant to subsections (a), (b), and (c). 

(e) The amounts rescinded in subsections (a), 
(b), and (c) shall not be from amounts that were 
designated by the Congress as an emergency or 
disaster relief requirement pursuant to the con-
current resolution on the budget or the Bal-
anced Budget and Emergency Deficit Control 
Act of 1985. 

SEC. 524. None of the funds made available in 
this Act may be used to purchase first class or 
premium airline travel in contravention of sec-
tions 301–10.122 through 301–10.124 of title 41 of 
the Code of Federal Regulations. 

SEC. 525. None of the funds made available in 
this Act may be used to send or otherwise pay 
for the attendance of more than 50 employees 
from a Federal department or agency, who are 
stationed in the United States, at any single 
conference occurring outside the United States 
unless— 

(1) such conference is a law enforcement 
training or operational conference for law en-
forcement personnel and the majority of Federal 
employees in attendance are law enforcement 
personnel stationed outside the United States; or 

(2) such conference is a scientific conference 
and the department or agency head determines 
that such attendance is in the national interest 
and notifies the Committees on Appropriations 
of the House of Representatives and the Senate 

within at least 15 days of that determination 
and the basis for that determination. 

SEC. 526. None of the funds appropriated or 
otherwise made available in this or any other 
Act may be used to transfer, release, or assist in 
the transfer or release to or within the United 
States, its territories, or possessions Khalid 
Sheikh Mohammed or any other detainee who— 

(1) is not a United States citizen or a member 
of the Armed Forces of the United States; and 

(2) is or was held on or after June 24, 2009, at 
the United States Naval Station, Guantanamo 
Bay, Cuba, by the Department of Defense. 

SEC. 527. (a) None of the funds appropriated 
or otherwise made available in this or any other 
Act may be used to construct, acquire, or modify 
any facility in the United States, its territories, 
or possessions to house any individual described 
in subsection (c) for the purposes of detention or 
imprisonment in the custody or under the effec-
tive control of the Department of Defense. 

(b) The prohibition in subsection (a) shall not 
apply to any modification of facilities at United 
States Naval Station, Guantanamo Bay, Cuba. 

(c) An individual described in this subsection 
is any individual who, as of June 24, 2009, is lo-
cated at United States Naval Station, Guanta-
namo Bay, Cuba, and who— 

(1) is not a citizen of the United States or a 
member of the Armed Forces of the United 
States; and 

(2) is— 
(A) in the custody or under the effective con-

trol of the Department of Defense; or 
(B) otherwise under detention at United 

States Naval Station, Guantanamo Bay, Cuba. 
SEC. 528. The Director of the Office of Man-

agement and Budget shall instruct any depart-
ment, agency, or instrumentality of the United 
States receiving funds appropriated under this 
Act to track undisbursed balances in expired 
grant accounts and include in its annual per-
formance plan and performance and account-
ability reports the following: 

(1) Details on future action the department, 
agency, or instrumentality will take to resolve 
undisbursed balances in expired grant accounts. 

(2) The method that the department, agency, 
or instrumentality uses to track undisbursed 
balances in expired grant accounts. 

(3) Identification of undisbursed balances in 
expired grant accounts that may be returned to 
the Treasury of the United States. 

(4) In the preceding 3 fiscal years, details on 
the total number of expired grant accounts with 
undisbursed balances (on the first day of each 
fiscal year) for the department, agency, or in-
strumentality and the total finances that have 
not been obligated to a specific project remain-
ing in the accounts. 

SEC. 529. (a) None of the funds made available 
by this Act may be used for the National Aero-
nautics and Space Administration (NASA), the 
Office of Science and Technology Policy 
(OSTP), or the National Space Council (NSC) to 
develop, design, plan, promulgate, implement, or 
execute a bilateral policy, program, order, or 
contract of any kind to participate, collaborate, 
or coordinate bilaterally in any way with China 
or any Chinese-owned company unless such ac-
tivities are specifically authorized by a law en-
acted after the date of enactment of this Act. 

(b) None of the funds made available by this 
Act may be used to effectuate the hosting of of-
ficial Chinese visitors at facilities belonging to 
or utilized by NASA. 

(c) The limitations described in subsections (a) 
and (b) shall not apply to activities which 
NASA, OSTP, or NSC, after consultation with 
the Federal Bureau of Investigation, have cer-
tified— 

(1) pose no risk of resulting in the transfer of 
technology, data, or other information with na-
tional security or economic security implications 
to China or a Chinese-owned company; and 

(2) will not involve knowing interactions with 
officials who have been determined by the 
United States to have direct involvement with 
violations of human rights. 

(d) Any certification made under subsection 
(c) shall be submitted to the Committees on Ap-
propriations of the House of Representatives 
and the Senate, and the Federal Bureau of In-
vestigation, no later than 30 days prior to the 
activity in question and shall include a descrip-
tion of the purpose of the activity, its agenda, 
its major participants, and its location and tim-
ing. 

SEC. 530. None of the funds made available by 
this Act may be used to pay the salaries or ex-
penses of personnel to deny, or fail to act on, an 
application for the importation of any model of 
shotgun if— 

(1) all other requirements of law with respect 
to the proposed importation are met; and 

(2) no application for the importation of such 
model of shotgun, in the same configuration, 
had been denied by the Attorney General prior 
to January 1, 2011, on the basis that the shot-
gun was not particularly suitable for or readily 
adaptable to sporting purposes. 

SEC. 531. (a) None of the funds made available 
in this Act may be used to maintain or establish 
a computer network unless such network blocks 
the viewing, downloading, and exchanging of 
pornography. 

(b) Nothing in subsection (a) shall limit the 
use of funds necessary for any Federal, State, 
tribal, or local law enforcement agency or any 
other entity carrying out criminal investiga-
tions, prosecution, adjudication, or other law 
enforcement- or victim assistance-related activ-
ity. 

SEC. 532. The Departments of Commerce and 
Justice, the National Aeronautics and Space Ad-
ministration, the National Science Foundation, 
the Commission on Civil Rights, the Equal Em-
ployment Opportunity Commission, the Inter-
national Trade Commission, the Legal Services 
Corporation, the Marine Mammal Commission, 
the Offices of Science and Technology Policy 
and the United States Trade Representative, the 
National Space Council, and the State Justice 
Institute shall submit spending plans, signed by 
the respective department or agency head, to the 
Committees on Appropriations of the House of 
Representatives and the Senate within 45 days 
after the date of enactment of this Act. 

SEC. 533. None of the funds made available by 
this Act may be obligated or expended to imple-
ment the Arms Trade Treaty until the Senate 
approves a resolution of ratification for the 
Treaty. 

SEC. 534. Notwithstanding any other provision 
of this Act, none of the funds appropriated or 
otherwise made available by this Act may be 
used to pay award or incentive fees for con-
tractor performance that has been judged to be 
below satisfactory performance or for perform-
ance that does not meet the basic requirements 
of a contract, unless the Agency determines that 
any such deviations are due to unforeseeable 
events, government-driven scope changes, or are 
not significant within the overall scope of the 
project and/or program and unless such awards 
or incentive fees are consistent with 16.401(e)(2) 
of the FAR. 

SEC. 535. None of the funds made available by 
this Act may be used in contravention of section 
7606 (‘‘Legitimacy of Industrial Hemp Re-
search’’) of the Agricultural Act of 2014 (Public 
Law 113–79) by the Department of Justice or the 
Drug Enforcement Administration. 

SEC. 536. None of the funds made available 
under this Act to the Department of Justice may 
be used, with respect to any of the States of Ala-
bama, Alaska, Arizona, Arkansas, California, 
Colorado, Connecticut, Delaware, Florida, Geor-
gia, Hawaii, Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, Kentucky, 
Louisiana, Maine, Maryland, Massachusetts, 
Michigan, Minnesota, Mississippi, Missouri, 
Montana, Nevada, New Hampshire, New Jersey, 
New Mexico, New York, North Carolina, North 
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Dakota, Ohio, Oklahoma, Oregon, Pennsyl-
vania, Rhode Island, South Carolina, Ten-
nessee, Texas, Utah, Vermont, Virginia, Wash-
ington, West Virginia, Wisconsin, and Wyo-
ming, or with respect to the District of Colum-
bia, the Commonwealth of the Northern Mar-
iana Islands, the United States Virgin Islands, 
Guam, or Puerto Rico, to prevent any of them 
from implementing their own laws that author-
ize the use, distribution, possession, or cultiva-
tion of medical marijuana. 

SEC. 537. The Department of Commerce, the 
National Aeronautics and Space Administra-
tion, and the National Science Foundation shall 
provide a quarterly report to the Committees on 
Appropriations of the House of Representatives 
and the Senate on any official travel to China 
by any employee of such Department or agency, 
including the purpose of such travel. 

SEC. 538. None of the funds provided in this 
Act shall be available for obligation for the 
James Webb Space Telescope (JWST) after De-
cember 31, 2019, if the individual identified 
under subsection (c)(2)(E) of section 30104 of 
title 51, United States Code, as responsible for 
JWST determines that the formulation and de-
velopment costs (with development cost as de-
fined under section 30104 of title 51, United 
States Code) are likely to exceed $8,802,700,000, 
unless the program is modified so that the costs 
do not exceed $8,802,700,000. 

This division may be cited as the ‘‘Commerce, 
Justice, Science, and Related Agencies Appro-
priations Act, 2020’’. 
DIVISION B—AGRICULTURE, RURAL DE-

VELOPMENT, FOOD AND DRUG ADMINIS-
TRATION, AND RELATED AGENCIES AP-
PROPRIATIONS ACT, 2020 
The following sums are appropriated, out of 

any money in the Treasury not otherwise appro-
priated, for Agriculture, Rural Development, 
Food and Drug Administration, and Related 
Agencies programs for the fiscal year ending 
September 30, 2020, and for other purposes, 
namely: 

TITLE I 
AGRICULTURAL PROGRAMS 

PROCESSING, RESEARCH, AND MARKETING 
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY 

(INCLUDING TRANSFERS OF FUNDS) 
For necessary expenses of the Office of the 

Secretary, $46,782,000, of which not to exceed 
$6,030,000 shall be available for the immediate 
Office of the Secretary: Provided, That funds 
made available by this Act to an agency in the 
Rural Development mission area for salaries and 
expenses are available to fund up to one admin-
istrative support staff for the Office; not to ex-
ceed $1,496,000 shall be available for the Office 
of Homeland Security; not to exceed $4,711,000 
shall be available for the Office of Partnerships 
and Public Engagement; not to exceed 
$23,176,000 shall be available for the Office of 
the Assistant Secretary for Administration, of 
which $22,301,000 shall be available for Depart-
mental Administration to provide for necessary 
expenses for management support services to of-
fices of the Department and for general adminis-
tration, security, repairs and alterations, and 
other miscellaneous supplies and expenses not 
otherwise provided for and necessary for the 
practical and efficient work of the Department: 
Provided further, That funds made available by 
this Act to an agency in the Administration mis-
sion area for salaries and expenses are available 
to fund up to one administrative support staff 
for the Office; not to exceed $3,869,000 shall be 
available for the Office of Assistant Secretary 
for Congressional Relations to carry out the 
programs funded by this Act, including pro-
grams involving intergovernmental affairs and 
liaison within the executive branch; and not to 
exceed $7,500,000 shall be available for the Office 
of Communications: Provided further, That the 
Secretary of Agriculture is authorized to trans-
fer funds appropriated for any office of the Of-

fice of the Secretary to any other office of the 
Office of the Secretary: Provided further, That 
no appropriation for any office shall be in-
creased or decreased by more than 5 percent: 
Provided further, That not to exceed $22,000 of 
the amount made available under this para-
graph for the immediate Office of the Secretary 
shall be available for official reception and rep-
resentation expenses, not otherwise provided 
for, as determined by the Secretary: Provided 
further, That the amount made available under 
this heading for Departmental Administration 
shall be reimbursed from applicable appropria-
tions in this Act for travel expenses incident to 
the holding of hearings as required by 5 U.S.C. 
551–558: Provided further, That funds made 
available under this heading for the Office of 
the Assistant Secretary for Congressional Rela-
tions may be transferred to agencies of the De-
partment of Agriculture funded by this Act to 
maintain personnel at the agency level: Pro-
vided further, That no funds made available 
under this heading for the Office of Assistant 
Secretary for Congressional Relations may be 
obligated after 30 days from the date of enact-
ment of this Act, unless the Secretary has noti-
fied the Committees on Appropriations of both 
Houses of Congress on the allocation of these 
funds by USDA agency: Provided further, That 
of the funds made available under this heading, 
$3,000,000 shall be made available to the Office 
of the Secretary to carry out the duties of the 
working group established under section 770 of 
the Agriculture, Rural Development, Food and 
Drug Administration, and Related Agencies Ap-
propriations Act, 2019 (Public Law 116–6; 133 
Stat. 89). 

EXECUTIVE OPERATIONS 
OFFICE OF THE CHIEF ECONOMIST 

For necessary expenses of the Office of the 
Chief Economist, $24,286,000, of which $8,000,000 
shall be for grants or cooperative agreements for 
policy research under 7 U.S.C. 3155. 

OFFICE OF HEARINGS AND APPEALS 

For necessary expenses of the Office of Hear-
ings and Appeals, $15,222,000. 

OFFICE OF BUDGET AND PROGRAM ANALYSIS 

For necessary expenses of the Office of Budget 
and Program Analysis, $9,525,000. 

OFFICE OF THE CHIEF INFORMATION OFFICER 

For necessary expenses of the Office of the 
Chief Information Officer, $101,400,000, of which 
not less than $48,950,000 is for cybersecurity re-
quirements of the department. 

OFFICE OF THE CHIEF FINANCIAL OFFICER 

For necessary expenses of the Office of the 
Chief Financial Officer, $13,500,000. 

OFFICE OF THE ASSISTANT SECRETARY FOR CIVIL 
RIGHTS 

For necessary expenses of the Office of the As-
sistant Secretary for Civil Rights, $901,000: Pro-
vided, That funds made available by this Act to 
an agency in the Civil Rights mission area for 
salaries and expenses are available to fund up 
to one administrative support staff for the Of-
fice. 

OFFICE OF CIVIL RIGHTS 

For necessary expenses of the Office of Civil 
Rights, $24,206,000. 

AGRICULTURE BUILDINGS AND FACILITIES 

(INCLUDING TRANSFERS OF FUNDS) 

For payment of space rental and related costs 
pursuant to Public Law 92–313, including au-
thorities pursuant to the 1984 delegation of au-
thority from the Administrator of General Serv-
ices to the Department of Agriculture under 40 
U.S.C. 121, for programs and activities of the 
Department which are included in this Act, and 
for alterations and other actions needed for the 
Department and its agencies to consolidate 
unneeded space into configurations suitable for 
release to the Administrator of General Services, 
and for the operation, maintenance, improve-

ment, and repair of Agriculture buildings and 
facilities, and for related costs, $331,114,000, to 
remain available until expended. 

HAZARDOUS MATERIALS MANAGEMENT 
(INCLUDING TRANSFERS OF FUNDS) 

For necessary expenses of the Department of 
Agriculture, to comply with the Comprehensive 
Environmental Response, Compensation, and 
Liability Act (42 U.S.C. 9601 et seq.) and the 
Solid Waste Disposal Act (42 U.S.C. 6901 et seq.), 
$3,503,000, to remain available until expended: 
Provided, That appropriations and funds avail-
able herein to the Department for Hazardous 
Materials Management may be transferred to 
any agency of the Department for its use in 
meeting all requirements pursuant to the above 
Acts on Federal and non-Federal lands. 

OFFICE OF INSPECTOR GENERAL 

For necessary expenses of the Office of In-
spector General, including employment pursu-
ant to the Inspector General Act of 1978 (Public 
Law 95–452; 5 U.S.C. App.), $98,208,000, includ-
ing such sums as may be necessary for con-
tracting and other arrangements with public 
agencies and private persons pursuant to sec-
tion 6(a)(9) of the Inspector General Act of 1978 
(Public Law 95–452; 5 U.S.C. App.), and includ-
ing not to exceed $125,000 for certain confiden-
tial operational expenses, including the pay-
ment of informants, to be expended under the 
direction of the Inspector General pursuant to 
the Inspector General Act of 1978 (Public Law 
95–452; 5 U.S.C. App.) and section 1337 of the 
Agriculture and Food Act of 1981 (Public Law 
97–98). 

OFFICE OF THE GENERAL COUNSEL 

For necessary expenses of the Office of the 
General Counsel, $45,146,000. 

OFFICE OF ETHICS 

For necessary expenses of the Office of Ethics, 
$4,136,000. 

OFFICE OF THE UNDER SECRETARY FOR 
RESEARCH, EDUCATION, AND ECONOMICS 

For necessary expenses of the Office of the 
Under Secretary for Research, Education, and 
Economics, $800,000: Provided, That funds made 
available by this Act to an agency in the Re-
search, Education, and Economics mission area 
for salaries and expenses are available to fund 
up to one administrative support staff for the 
Office. 

ECONOMIC RESEARCH SERVICE 

For necessary expenses of the Economic Re-
search Service, $86,757,000. 

NATIONAL AGRICULTURAL STATISTICS SERVICE 

For necessary expenses of the National Agri-
cultural Statistics Service, $175,294,000, of which 
up to $45,300,000 shall be available until ex-
pended for the Census of Agriculture: Provided, 
That amounts made available for the Census of 
Agriculture may be used to conduct Current In-
dustrial Report surveys subject to 7 U.S.C. 
2204g(d) and (f). 

AGRICULTURAL RESEARCH SERVICE 

SALARIES AND EXPENSES 

For necessary expenses of the Agricultural Re-
search Service and for acquisition of lands by 
donation, exchange, or purchase at a nominal 
cost not to exceed $100, and for land exchanges 
where the lands exchanged shall be of equal 
value or shall be equalized by a payment of 
money to the grantor which shall not exceed 25 
percent of the total value of the land or interests 
transferred out of Federal ownership, 
$1,424,966,000, of which $41,100,000, to remain 
available until expended, shall be used to carry 
out the science program at the National Bio- 
and Agro-defense Facility located in Manhat-
tan, Kansas: Provided, That appropriations 
hereunder shall be available for the operation 
and maintenance of aircraft and the purchase 
of not to exceed one for replacement only: Pro-
vided further, That appropriations hereunder 
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shall be available pursuant to 7 U.S.C. 2250 for 
the construction, alteration, and repair of build-
ings and improvements, but unless otherwise 
provided, the cost of constructing any one build-
ing shall not exceed $500,000, except for 
headhouses or greenhouses which shall each be 
limited to $1,800,000, except for 10 buildings to be 
constructed or improved at a cost not to exceed 
$1,100,000 each, and except for two buildings to 
be constructed at a cost not to exceed $3,000,000 
each, and the cost of altering any one building 
during the fiscal year shall not exceed 10 per-
cent of the current replacement value of the 
building or $500,000, whichever is greater: Pro-
vided further, That appropriations hereunder 
shall be available for entering into lease agree-
ments at any Agricultural Research Service lo-
cation for the construction of a research facility 
by a non-Federal entity for use by the Agricul-
tural Research Service and a condition of the 
lease shall be that any facility shall be owned, 
operated, and maintained by the non-Federal 
entity and shall be removed upon the expiration 
or termination of the lease agreement: Provided 
further, That the limitations on alterations con-
tained in this Act shall not apply to moderniza-
tion or replacement of existing facilities at Belts-
ville, Maryland: Provided further, That appro-
priations hereunder shall be available for grant-
ing easements at the Beltsville Agricultural Re-
search Center: Provided further, That the fore-
going limitations shall not apply to replacement 
of buildings needed to carry out the Act of April 
24, 1948 (21 U.S.C. 113a): Provided further, That 
appropriations hereunder shall be available for 
granting easements at any Agricultural Re-
search Service location for the construction of a 
research facility by a non-Federal entity for use 
by, and acceptable to, the Agricultural Research 
Service and a condition of the easements shall 
be that upon completion the facility shall be ac-
cepted by the Secretary, subject to the avail-
ability of funds herein, if the Secretary finds 
that acceptance of the facility is in the interest 
of the United States: Provided further, That 
funds may be received from any State, other po-
litical subdivision, organization, or individual 
for the purpose of establishing or operating any 
research facility or research project of the Agri-
cultural Research Service, as authorized by law: 
Provided further, That amounts made available 
under this heading may be used to provide pub-
lic access to a river at a research facility of the 
Agricultural Research Service. 

BUILDINGS AND FACILITIES 

For the acquisition of land, construction, re-
pair, improvement, extension, alteration, and 
purchase of fixed equipment or facilities as nec-
essary to carry out the agricultural research 
programs of the Department of Agriculture, 
where not otherwise provided, $304,800,000 to re-
main available until expended, of which 
$166,900,000 shall be allocated for ARS facilities 
co-located with university partners. 

NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF FOOD AND AGRICULTURE 

RESEARCH AND EDUCATION ACTIVITIES 

For payments to agricultural experiment sta-
tions, for cooperative forestry and other re-
search, for facilities, and for other expenses, 
$937,649,000, which shall be for the purposes, 
and in the amounts, specified in the table titled 
‘‘National Institute of Food and Agriculture, 
Research and Education Activities’’ in the re-
port accompanying this Act: Provided, That 
funds for research grants for 1994 institutions, 
education grants for 1890 institutions, capacity 
building for non-land-grant colleges of agri-
culture, the agriculture and food research ini-
tiative, veterinary medicine loan repayment, 
multicultural scholars, graduate fellowship and 
institution challenge grants, and grants man-
agement systems shall remain available until ex-
pended: Provided further, That each institution 
eligible to receive funds under the Evans-Allen 
program receives no less than $1,000,000: Pro-
vided further, That funds for education grants 

for Alaska Native and Native Hawaiian-serving 
institutions be made available to individual eli-
gible institutions or consortia of eligible institu-
tions with funds awarded equally to each of the 
States of Alaska and Hawaii: Provided further, 
That funds for education grants for 1890 institu-
tions shall be made available to institutions eli-
gible to receive funds under 7 U.S.C. 3221 and 
3222: Provided further, That not more than 5 
percent of the amounts made available by this 
or any other Act to carry out the Agriculture 
and Food Research Initiative under 7 U.S.C. 
450i(b) may be retained by the Secretary of Agri-
culture to pay administrative costs incurred by 
the Secretary in carrying out that authority. 

NATIVE AMERICAN INSTITUTIONS ENDOWMENT 
FUND 

For the Native American Institutions Endow-
ment Fund authorized by Public Law 103–382 (7 
U.S.C. 301 note), $11,880,000, to remain available 
until expended. 

EXTENSION ACTIVITIES 
For payments to States, the District of Colum-

bia, Puerto Rico, Guam, the Virgin Islands, Mi-
cronesia, the Northern Marianas, and American 
Samoa, $509,082,000, which shall be for the pur-
poses, and in the amounts, specified in the table 
titled ‘‘National Institute of Food and Agri-
culture, Extension Activities’’ in the report ac-
companying this Act: Provided, That funds for 
facility improvements at 1890 institutions shall 
remain available until expended: Provided fur-
ther, That institutions eligible to receive funds 
under 7 U.S.C. 3221 for cooperative extension re-
ceive no less than $1,000,000: Provided further, 
That funds for cooperative extension under sec-
tions 3(b) and (c) of the Smith-Lever Act (7 
U.S.C. 343(b) and (c)) and section 208(c) of Pub-
lic Law 93–471 shall be available for retirement 
and employees’ compensation costs for extension 
agents. 

INTEGRATED ACTIVITIES 
For the integrated research, education, and 

extension grants programs, including necessary 
administrative expenses, $38,000,000, which shall 
be for the purposes, and in the amounts, speci-
fied in the table titled ‘‘National Institute of 
Food and Agriculture, Integrated Activities’’ in 
the report accompanying this Act: Provided, 
That funds for the Food and Agriculture De-
fense Initiative shall remain available until Sep-
tember 30, 2021: Provided further, That notwith-
standing any other provision of law, indirect 
costs shall not be charged against any Exten-
sion Implementation Program Area grant 
awarded under the Crop Protection/Pest Man-
agement Program (7 U.S.C. 7626). 

OFFICE OF THE UNDER SECRETARY FOR 
MARKETING AND REGULATORY PROGRAMS 

For necessary expenses of the Office of the 
Under Secretary for Marketing and Regulatory 
Programs, $901,000: Provided, That funds made 
available by this Act to an agency in the Mar-
keting and Regulatory Programs mission area 
for salaries and expenses are available to fund 
up to one administrative support staff for the 
Office. 
ANIMAL AND PLANT HEALTH INSPECTION SERVICE 

SALARIES AND EXPENSES 
(INCLUDING TRANSFERS OF FUNDS) 

For necessary expenses of the Animal and 
Plant Health Inspection Service, including up to 
$30,000 for representation allowances and for ex-
penses pursuant to the Foreign Service Act of 
1980 (22 U.S.C. 4085), $1,027,916,000, of which 
$470,000, to remain available until expended, 
shall be available for the control of outbreaks of 
insects, plant diseases, animal diseases and for 
control of pest animals and birds (‘‘contingency 
fund’’) to the extent necessary to meet emer-
gency conditions; of which $11,520,000, to re-
main available until expended, shall be used for 
the cotton pests program for cost share purposes 
or for debt retirement for active eradication 
zones; of which $37,857,000, to remain available 

until expended, shall be for Animal Health 
Technical Services; of which $705,000 shall be 
for activities under the authority of the Horse 
Protection Act of 1970, as amended (15 U.S.C. 
1831); of which $62,840,000, to remain available 
until expended, shall be used to support avian 
health; of which $4,251,000, to remain available 
until expended, shall be for information tech-
nology infrastructure; of which $186,013,000, to 
remain available until expended, shall be for 
specialty crop pests; of which, $13,826,000, to re-
main available until expended, shall be for field 
crop and rangeland ecosystem pests; of which 
$16,523,000, to remain available until expended, 
shall be for zoonotic disease management; of 
which $40,966,000, to remain available until ex-
pended, shall be for emergency preparedness 
and response; of which $60,000,000, to remain 
available until expended, shall be for tree and 
wood pests; of which $5,725,000, to remain avail-
able until expended, shall be for the National 
Veterinary Stockpile; of which up to $1,500,000, 
to remain available until expended, shall be for 
the scrapie program for indemnities; of which 
$2,500,000, to remain available until expended, 
shall be for the wildlife damage management 
program for aviation safety: Provided, That of 
amounts available under this heading for wild-
life services methods development, $1,000,000 
shall remain available until expended: Provided 
further, That of amounts available under this 
heading for the screwworm program, $4,990,000 
shall remain available until expended; of which 
$20,800,000, to remain available until expended, 
shall be used to carry out the science program at 
the National Bio- and Agro-defense Facility lo-
cated in Manhattan, Kansas: Provided further, 
That no funds shall be used to formulate or ad-
minister a brucellosis eradication program for 
the current fiscal year that does not require 
minimum matching by the States of at least 40 
percent: Provided further, That this appropria-
tion shall be available for the operation and 
maintenance of aircraft and the purchase of not 
to exceed five, of which two shall be for replace-
ment only: Provided further, That in addition, 
in emergencies which threaten any segment of 
the agricultural production industry of the 
United States, the Secretary may transfer from 
other appropriations or funds available to the 
agencies or corporations of the Department such 
sums as may be deemed necessary, to be avail-
able only in such emergencies for the arrest and 
eradication of contagious or infectious disease 
or pests of animals, poultry, or plants, and for 
expenses in accordance with sections 10411 and 
10417 of the Animal Health Protection Act (7 
U.S.C. 8310 and 8316) and sections 431 and 442 
of the Plant Protection Act (7 U.S.C. 7751 and 
7772), and any unexpended balances of funds 
transferred for such emergency purposes in the 
preceding fiscal year shall be merged with such 
transferred amounts: Provided further, That ap-
propriations hereunder shall be available pursu-
ant to law (7 U.S.C. 2250) for the repair and al-
teration of leased buildings and improvements, 
but unless otherwise provided the cost of alter-
ing any one building during the fiscal year shall 
not exceed 10 percent of the current replacement 
value of the building. 

In fiscal year 2020, the agency is authorized to 
collect fees to cover the total costs of providing 
technical assistance, goods, or services requested 
by States, other political subdivisions, domestic 
and international organizations, foreign govern-
ments, or individuals, provided that such fees 
are structured such that any entity’s liability 
for such fees is reasonably based on the tech-
nical assistance, goods, or services provided to 
the entity by the agency, and such fees shall be 
reimbursed to this account, to remain available 
until expended, without further appropriation, 
for providing such assistance, goods, or services. 

BUILDINGS AND FACILITIES 
For plans, construction, repair, preventive 

maintenance, environmental support, improve-
ment, extension, alteration, and purchase of 
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fixed equipment or facilities, as authorized by 7 
U.S.C. 2250, and acquisition of land as author-
ized by 7 U.S.C. 428a, $3,175,000, to remain 
available until expended. 

AGRICULTURAL MARKETING SERVICE 
MARKETING SERVICES 

For necessary expenses of the Agricultural 
Marketing Service, $181,549,000, of which 
$6,000,000 shall be available for the purposes of 
section 12306 of Public Law 113–79: Provided, 
That this appropriation shall be available pur-
suant to law (7 U.S.C. 2250) for the alteration 
and repair of buildings and improvements, but 
the cost of altering any one building during the 
fiscal year shall not exceed 10 percent of the 
current replacement value of the building: Pro-
vided further, That up to $4,454,000 of this ap-
propriation may be used for United States Ware-
house Act activities to supplement amounts 
made available by the United States Warehouse 
Act. 

Fees may be collected for the cost of standard-
ization activities, as established by regulation 
pursuant to law (31 U.S.C. 9701). 

LIMITATION ON ADMINISTRATIVE EXPENSES 
Not to exceed $61,227,000 (from fees collected) 

shall be obligated during the current fiscal year 
for administrative expenses: Provided, That if 
crop size is understated and/or other uncontrol-
lable events occur, the agency may exceed this 
limitation by up to 10 percent with notification 
to the Committees on Appropriations of both 
Houses of Congress. 

FUNDS FOR STRENGTHENING MARKETS, INCOME, 
AND SUPPLY (SECTION 32) 

(INCLUDING TRANSFERS OF FUNDS) 
Funds available under section 32 of the Act of 

August 24, 1935 (7 U.S.C. 612c), shall be used 
only for commodity program expenses as author-
ized therein, and other related operating ex-
penses, except for: (1) transfers to the Depart-
ment of Commerce as authorized by the Fish 
and Wildlife Act of 1956 (16 U.S.C. 742a et seq.); 
(2) transfers otherwise provided in this Act; and 
(3) not more than $20,705,000 for formulation 
and administration of marketing agreements 
and orders pursuant to the Agricultural Mar-
keting Agreement Act of 1937 and the Agricul-
tural Act of 1961 (Public Law 87–128). 

PAYMENTS TO STATES AND POSSESSIONS 
For payments to departments of agriculture, 

bureaus and departments of markets, and simi-
lar agencies for marketing activities under sec-
tion 204(b) of the Agricultural Marketing Act of 
1946 (7 U.S.C. 1623(b)), $1,235,000. 

LIMITATION ON INSPECTION AND WEIGHING 
SERVICES EXPENSES 

Not to exceed $55,000,000 (from fees collected) 
shall be obligated during the current fiscal year 
for inspection and weighing services: Provided, 
That if grain export activities require additional 
supervision and oversight, or other uncontrol-
lable factors occur, this limitation may be ex-
ceeded by up to 10 percent with notification to 
the Committees on Appropriations of both 
Houses of Congress. 

OFFICE OF THE UNDER SECRETARY FOR FOOD 
SAFETY 

For necessary expenses of the Office of the 
Under Secretary for Food Safety, $800,000: Pro-
vided, That funds made available by this Act to 
an agency in the Food Safety mission area for 
salaries and expenses are available to fund up 
to one administrative support staff for the Of-
fice. 

FOOD SAFETY AND INSPECTION SERVICE 
For necessary expenses to carry out services 

authorized by the Federal Meat Inspection Act, 
the Poultry Products Inspection Act, and the 
Egg Products Inspection Act, including not to 
exceed $10,000 for representation allowances and 
for expenses pursuant to section 8 of the Act ap-
proved August 3, 1956 (7 U.S.C. 1766), 
$1,054,344,000; and in addition, $1,000,000 may be 

credited to this account from fees collected for 
the cost of laboratory accreditation as author-
ized by section 1327 of the Food, Agriculture, 
Conservation and Trade Act of 1990 (7 U.S.C. 
138f): Provided, That funds provided for the 
Public Health Data Communication Infrastruc-
ture system shall remain available until ex-
pended: Provided further, That no fewer than 
148 full-time equivalent positions shall be em-
ployed during fiscal year 2020 for purposes dedi-
cated solely to inspections and enforcement re-
lated to the Humane Methods of Slaughter Act 
(7 U.S.C. 1901 et seq.): Provided further, That 
the Food Safety and Inspection Service shall 
continue implementation of section 11016 of 
Public Law 110–246 as further clarified by the 
amendments made in section 12106 of Public 
Law 113–79: Provided further, That this appro-
priation shall be available pursuant to law (7 
U.S.C. 2250) for the alteration and repair of 
buildings and improvements, but the cost of al-
tering any one building during the fiscal year 
shall not exceed 10 percent of the current re-
placement value of the building. 

TITLE II 
FARM PRODUCTION AND CONSERVATION 

PROGRAMS 
OFFICE OF THE UNDER SECRETARY FOR FARM 

PRODUCTION AND CONSERVATION 
For necessary expenses of the Office of the 

Under Secretary for Farm Production and Con-
servation, $901,000: Provided, That funds made 
available by this Act to an agency in the Farm 
Production and Conservation mission area for 
salaries and expenses are available to fund up 
to one administrative support staff for the Of-
fice. 
FARM PRODUCTION AND CONSERVATION BUSINESS 

CENTER 
SALARIES AND EXPENSES 

(INCLUDING TRANSFERS OF FUNDS) 
For necessary expenses of the Farm Produc-

tion and Conservation Business Center, 
$206,530,000: Provided, That $60,228,000 of 
amounts appropriated for the current fiscal year 
pursuant to section 1241(a) of the Farm Security 
and Rural Investment Act of 1985 (16 U.S.C. 
3841(a)) shall be transferred to and merged with 
this account. 

FARM SERVICE AGENCY 
SALARIES AND EXPENSES 

(INCLUDING TRANSFERS OF FUNDS) 
For necessary expenses of the Farm Service 

Agency, $1,127,837,000, of which not less than 
$20,000,000 shall be for the hiring of new em-
ployees to fill vacancies at Farm Service Agency 
county offices and farm loan officers and shall 
be available until September 30, 2021, and of 
which $5,000,000 shall be available to carry out 
section 310I of the Consolidated Farm and Rural 
Development Act (7 U.S.C. 1936c): Provided, 
That not more than 50 percent of the funding 
made available under this heading for informa-
tion technology related to farm program delivery 
may be obligated until the Secretary submits to 
the Committees on Appropriations of both 
Houses of Congress, and receives written or elec-
tronic notification of receipt from such Commit-
tees of, a plan for expenditure that (1) identifies 
for each project/investment over $25,000 (a) the 
functional and performance capabilities to be 
delivered and the mission benefits to be realized, 
(b) the estimated lifecycle cost for the entirety of 
the project/investment, including estimates for 
development as well as maintenance and oper-
ations, and (c) key milestones to be met; (2) dem-
onstrates that each project/investment is, (a) 
consistent with the Farm Service Agency Infor-
mation Technology Roadmap, (b) being man-
aged in accordance with applicable lifecycle 
management policies and guidance, and (c) sub-
ject to the applicable Department’s capital plan-
ning and investment control requirements; and 
(3) has been reviewed by the Government Ac-
countability Office and approved by the Com-

mittees on Appropriations of both Houses of 
Congress: Provided further, That the agency 
shall submit a report by the end of the fourth 
quarter of fiscal year 2020 to the Committees on 
Appropriations and the Government Account-
ability Office, that identifies for each project/in-
vestment that is operational (a) current perform-
ance against key indicators of customer satisfac-
tion, (b) current performance of service level 
agreements or other technical metrics, (c) cur-
rent performance against a pre-established cost 
baseline, (d) a detailed breakdown of current 
and planned spending on operational enhance-
ments or upgrades, and (e) an assessment of 
whether the investment continues to meet busi-
ness needs as intended as well as alternatives to 
the investment: Provided further, That the Sec-
retary is authorized to use the services, facili-
ties, and authorities (but not the funds) of the 
Commodity Credit Corporation to make program 
payments for all programs administered by the 
Agency: Provided further, That other funds 
made available to the Agency for authorized ac-
tivities may be advanced to and merged with 
this account: Provided further, That funds 
made available to county committees shall re-
main available until expended: Provided fur-
ther, That none of the funds available to the 
Farm Service Agency shall be used to close Farm 
Service Agency county offices: Provided further, 
That none of the funds available to the Farm 
Service Agency shall be used to permanently re-
locate county based employees that would result 
in an office with two or fewer employees with-
out prior notification and approval of the Com-
mittees on Appropriations of both Houses of 
Congress. 

STATE MEDIATION GRANTS 
For grants pursuant to section 502(b) of the 

Agricultural Credit Act of 1987, as amended (7 
U.S.C. 5101–5106), $5,545,000. 

GRASSROOTS SOURCE WATER PROTECTION 
PROGRAM 

For necessary expenses to carry out wellhead 
or groundwater protection activities under sec-
tion 1240O of the Food Security Act of 1985 (16 
U.S.C. 3839bb–2), $6,500,000, to remain available 
until expended. 

DAIRY INDEMNITY PROGRAM 
(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 

For necessary expenses involved in making in-
demnity payments to dairy farmers and manu-
facturers of dairy products under a dairy in-
demnity program, such sums as may be nec-
essary, to remain available until expended: Pro-
vided, That such program is carried out by the 
Secretary in the same manner as the dairy in-
demnity program described in the Agriculture, 
Rural Development, Food and Drug Administra-
tion, and Related Agencies Appropriations Act, 
2001 (Public Law 106–387, 114 Stat. 1549A–12). 

AGRICULTURAL CREDIT INSURANCE FUND 
PROGRAM ACCOUNT 

(INCLUDING TRANSFERS OF FUNDS) 
For gross obligations for the principal amount 

of direct and guaranteed farm ownership (7 
U.S.C. 1922 et seq.) and operating (7 U.S.C. 1941 
et seq.) loans, emergency loans (7 U.S.C. 1961 et 
seq.), Indian tribe land acquisition loans (25 
U.S.C. 488), boll weevil loans (7 U.S.C. 1989), 
guaranteed conservation loans (7 U.S.C. 1924 et 
seq.), and Indian highly fractionated land loans 
(25 U.S.C. 488) to be available from funds in the 
Agricultural Credit Insurance Fund, as follows: 
$2,750,000,000 for guaranteed farm ownership 
loans and $1,500,000,000 for farm ownership di-
rect loans; $1,960,000,000 for unsubsidized guar-
anteed operating loans and $1,550,133,000 for di-
rect operating loans; emergency loans, 
$37,668,000; Indian tribe land acquisition loans, 
$20,000,000; guaranteed conservation loans, 
$150,000,000; Indian highly fractionated land 
loans, $10,000,000; and for boll weevil eradi-
cation program loans, $60,000,000: Provided, 
That the Secretary shall deem the pink 
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bollworm to be a boll weevil for the purpose of 
boll weevil eradication program loans. 

For the cost of direct and guaranteed loans 
and grants, including the cost of modifying 
loans as defined in section 502 of the Congres-
sional Budget Act of 1974, as follows: farm oper-
ating loans, $58,440,000 for direct operating 
loans, $20,972,000 for unsubsidized guaranteed 
operating loans, emergency loans, $2,023,000 and 
$2,745,000 for Indian highly fractionated land 
loans, and $60,000 for boll weevil eradication 
loans, to remain available until expended. 

In addition, for administrative expenses nec-
essary to carry out the direct and guaranteed 
loan programs, $319,762,000: Provided, That of 
this amount, $294,114,000 shall be transferred to 
and merged with the appropriation for ‘‘Farm 
Service Agency, Salaries and Expenses’’: Pro-
vided further, That of this amount $16,081,000 
shall be transferred to and merged with the ap-
propriation for ‘‘Farm Production and Con-
servation Business Center, Salaries and Ex-
penses’’. 

Funds appropriated by this Act to the Agri-
cultural Credit Insurance Program Account for 
farm ownership, operating and conservation di-
rect loans and guaranteed loans may be trans-
ferred among these programs: Provided, That 
the Committees on Appropriations of both 
Houses of Congress are notified at least 15 days 
in advance of any transfer. 

RISK MANAGEMENT AGENCY 
SALARIES AND EXPENSES 

For necessary expenses of the Risk Manage-
ment Agency, $58,361,000: Provided, That 
$2,000,000 shall be available for compliance and 
integrity activities required under section 
516(b)(2)(C) of the Federal Crop Insurance Act 
of 1938 (7 U.S.C. 1516(b)(2)(C)) in addition to 
other amounts provided: Provided further, That 
not to exceed $1,000 shall be available for offi-
cial reception and representation expenses, as 
authorized by 7 U.S.C. 1506(i). 

NATURAL RESOURCES CONSERVATION SERVICE 
CONSERVATION OPERATIONS 

For necessary expenses for carrying out the 
provisions of the Act of April 27, 1935 (16 U.S.C. 
590a–f), including preparation of conservation 
plans and establishment of measures to conserve 
soil and water (including farm irrigation and 
land drainage and such special measures for soil 
and water management as may be necessary to 
prevent floods and the siltation of reservoirs and 
to control agricultural related pollutants); oper-
ation of conservation plant materials centers; 
classification and mapping of soil; dissemination 
of information; acquisition of lands, water, and 
interests therein for use in the plant materials 
program by donation, exchange, or purchase at 
a nominal cost not to exceed $100 pursuant to 
the Act of August 3, 1956 (7 U.S.C. 428a); pur-
chase and erection or alteration or improvement 
of permanent and temporary buildings; and op-
eration and maintenance of aircraft, 
$835,228,000, to remain available until September 
30, 2021: Provided, That appropriations here-
under shall be available pursuant to 7 U.S.C. 
2250 for construction and improvement of build-
ings and public improvements at plant materials 
centers, except that the cost of alterations and 
improvements to other buildings and other pub-
lic improvements shall not exceed $250,000: Pro-
vided further, That when buildings or other 
structures are erected on non-Federal land, that 
the right to use such land is obtained as pro-
vided in 7 U.S.C. 2250a: Provided further, That 
of the amounts made available under this head-
ing, $11,200,000, shall remain available until ex-
pended for the authorities under 16 U.S.C. 1001– 
1005 and 1007–1009 for authorized ongoing wa-
tershed projects with a primary purpose of pro-
viding water to rural communities. 
WATERSHED AND FLOOD PREVENTION OPERATIONS 

For necessary expenses to carry out preventive 
measures, including but not limited to surveys 
and investigations, engineering operations, 

works of improvement, and changes in use of 
land, in accordance with the Watershed Protec-
tion and Flood Prevention Act (16 U.S.C. 1001– 
1005 and 1007–1009) and in accordance with the 
provisions of laws relating to the activities of 
the Department, $175,000,000, to remain avail-
able until expended: Provided, That for funds 
provided by this Act or any other prior Act, the 
limitation regarding the size of the watershed or 
subwatershed exceeding two hundred and fifty 
thousand acres in which such activities can be 
undertaken shall only apply for activities un-
dertaken for the primary purpose of flood pre-
vention (including structural and land treat-
ment measures): Provided further, That of the 
amounts made available under this heading, 
$70,000,000 shall be allocated to projects and ac-
tivities that can commence promptly following 
enactment; that address regional priorities for 
flood prevention, agricultural water manage-
ment, inefficient irrigation systems, fish and 
wildlife habitat, or watershed protection; or that 
address authorized ongoing projects under the 
authorities of section 13 of the Flood Control 
Act of December 22, 1944 (Public Law 78–534) 
with a primary purpose of watershed protection 
by preventing floodwater damage and stabi-
lizing stream channels, tributaries, and banks to 
reduce erosion and sediment transport. 

CORPORATIONS 

The following corporations and agencies are 
hereby authorized to make expenditures, within 
the limits of funds and borrowing authority 
available to each such corporation or agency 
and in accord with law, and to make contracts 
and commitments without regard to fiscal year 
limitations as provided by section 104 of the 
Government Corporation Control Act as may be 
necessary in carrying out the programs set forth 
in the budget for the current fiscal year for such 
corporation or agency, except as hereinafter 
provided. 

FEDERAL CROP INSURANCE CORPORATION FUND 

For payments as authorized by section 516 of 
the Federal Crop Insurance Act (7 U.S.C. 1516), 
such sums as may be necessary, to remain avail-
able until expended. 

COMMODITY CREDIT CORPORATION FUND 

REIMBURSEMENT FOR NET REALIZED LOSSES 

(INCLUDING TRANSFERS OF FUNDS) 

For the current fiscal year, such sums as may 
be necessary to reimburse the Commodity Credit 
Corporation for net realized losses sustained, 
but not previously reimbursed, pursuant to sec-
tion 2 of the Act of August 17, 1961 (15 U.S.C. 
713a–11): Provided, That of the funds available 
to the Commodity Credit Corporation under sec-
tion 11 of the Commodity Credit Corporation 
Charter Act (15 U.S.C. 714i) for the conduct of 
its business with the Foreign Agricultural Serv-
ice, up to $5,000,000 may be transferred to and 
used by the Foreign Agricultural Service for in-
formation resource management activities of the 
Foreign Agricultural Service that are not related 
to Commodity Credit Corporation business. 

HAZARDOUS WASTE MANAGEMENT 

(LIMITATION ON EXPENSES) 

For the current fiscal year, the Commodity 
Credit Corporation shall not expend more than 
$5,000,000 for site investigation and cleanup ex-
penses, and operations and maintenance ex-
penses to comply with the requirement of section 
107(g) of the Comprehensive Environmental Re-
sponse, Compensation, and Liability Act (42 
U.S.C. 9607(g)), and section 6001 of the Solid 
Waste Disposal Act (42 U.S.C. 6961). 

TITLE III 

RURAL DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMS 

OFFICE OF THE UNDER SECRETARY FOR RURAL 
DEVELOPMENT 

For necessary expenses of the Office of the 
Under Secretary for Rural Development, 
$800,000. 

RURAL DEVELOPMENT 
SALARIES AND EXPENSES 

(INCLUDING TRANSFERS OF FUNDS) 
For necessary expenses for carrying out the 

administration and implementation of Rural De-
velopment programs, including activities with 
institutions concerning the development and op-
eration of agricultural cooperatives; and for co-
operative agreements; $242,005,000: Provided, 
That notwithstanding any other provision of 
law, funds appropriated under this heading 
may be used for advertising and promotional ac-
tivities that support Rural Development pro-
grams: Provided further, That in addition to 
any other funds appropriated for purposes au-
thorized by section 502(i) of the Housing Act of 
1949 (42 U.S.C. 1472(i)), any amounts collected 
under such section, as amended by this Act, will 
immediately be credited to this account and will 
remain available until expended for such pur-
poses. 

RURAL HOUSING SERVICE 
RURAL HOUSING INSURANCE FUND PROGRAM 

ACCOUNT 
(INCLUDING TRANSFERS OF FUNDS) 

For gross obligations for the principal amount 
of direct and guaranteed loans as authorized by 
title V of the Housing Act of 1949, to be avail-
able from funds in the rural housing insurance 
fund, as follows: $1,000,000,000 shall be for direct 
loans and $24,000,000,000 shall be for unsub-
sidized guaranteed loans; $28,000,000 for section 
504 housing repair loans; $40,000,000 for section 
515 rental housing; $230,000,000 for section 538 
guaranteed multi-family housing loans; 
$10,000,000 for credit sales of single family hous-
ing acquired property; $5,000,000 for section 523 
self-help housing land development loans; and 
$5,000,000 for section 524 site development loans. 

For the cost of direct and guaranteed loans, 
including the cost of modifying loans, as defined 
in section 502 of the Congressional Budget Act 
of 1974, as follows: section 502 loans, $90,000,000 
shall be for direct loans; section 504 housing re-
pair loans, $4,679,000; section 523 self-help hous-
ing land development loans, $577,000; section 524 
site development loans, $546,000; and repair, re-
habilitation, and new construction of section 
515 rental housing, $12,144,000: Provided, That 
to support the loan program level for section 538 
guaranteed loans made available under this 
heading the Secretary may charge or adjust any 
fees to cover the projected cost of such loan 
guarantees pursuant to the provisions of the 
Credit Reform Act of 1990 (2 U.S.C. 661 et seq.), 
and the interest on such loans may not be sub-
sidized: Provided further, That applicants in 
communities that have a current rural area 
waiver under section 541 of the Housing Act of 
1949 (42 U.S.C. 1490q) shall be treated as living 
in a rural area for purposes of section 502 guar-
anteed loans provided under this heading: Pro-
vided further, That of the amounts available 
under this paragraph for section 502 direct 
loans, no less than $5,000,000 shall be available 
for direct loans for individuals whose homes will 
be built pursuant to a program funded with a 
mutual and self-help housing grant authorized 
by section 523 of the Housing Act of 1949 until 
June 1, 2020: Provided further, That the Sec-
retary shall implement provisions to provide in-
centives to nonprofit organizations and public 
housing authorities to facilitate the acquisition 
of Rural Housing Service (RHS) multifamily 
housing properties by such nonprofit organiza-
tions and public housing authorities that com-
mit to keep such properties in the RHS multi-
family housing program for a period of time as 
determined by the Secretary, with such incen-
tives to include, but not be limited to, the fol-
lowing: allow such nonprofit entities and public 
housing authorities to earn a Return on Invest-
ment on their own resources to include proceeds 
from low income housing tax credit syndication, 
own contributions, grants, and developer loans 
at favorable rates and terms, invested in a deal; 
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and allow reimbursement of organizational costs 
associated with owner’s oversight of asset re-
ferred to as ‘‘Asset Management Fee’’ of up to 
$7,500 per property. 

In addition, for the cost of direct loans, 
grants, and contracts, as authorized by sections 
514 and 516 of the Housing Act of 1949 (42 U.S.C. 
1484, 1486), $18,583,000, to remain available until 
expended, for direct farm labor housing loans 
and domestic farm labor housing grants and 
contracts: Provided, That any balances avail-
able for the Farm Labor Program Account shall 
be transferred to and merged with this account. 

In addition, for administrative expenses nec-
essary to carry out the direct and guaranteed 
loan programs, $412,254,000 shall be transferred 
to and merged with the appropriation for 
‘‘Rural Development, Salaries and Expenses’’. 

RENTAL ASSISTANCE PROGRAM 
For rental assistance agreements entered into 

or renewed pursuant to the authority under sec-
tion 521(a)(2) of the Housing Act of 1949 or 
agreements entered into in lieu of debt forgive-
ness or payments for eligible households as au-
thorized by section 502(c)(5)(D) of the Housing 
Act of 1949, $1,375,000,000, of which $40,000,000 
shall be available until September 30, 2021; and 
in addition such sums as may be necessary, as 
authorized by section 521(c) of the Act, to liq-
uidate debt incurred prior to fiscal year 1992 to 
carry out the rental assistance program under 
section 521(a)(2) of the Act: Provided, That rent-
al assistance agreements entered into or re-
newed during the current fiscal year shall be 
funded for a one-year period: Provided further, 
That upon request by an owner of a project fi-
nanced by an existing loan under section 514 or 
515 of the Act, the Secretary may renew the 
rental assistance agreement for a period of 20 
years or until the term of such loan has expired, 
subject to annual appropriations: Provided fur-
ther, That any unexpended balances remaining 
at the end of such one-year agreements may be 
transferred and used for purposes of any debt 
reduction; maintenance, repair, or rehabilita-
tion of any existing projects; preservation; and 
rental assistance activities authorized under 
title V of the Act: Provided further, That rental 
assistance provided under agreements entered 
into prior to fiscal year 2020 for a farm labor 
multi-family housing project financed under 
section 514 or 516 of the Act may not be recap-
tured for use in another project until such as-
sistance has remained unused for a period of 12 
consecutive months, if such project has a wait-
ing list of tenants seeking such assistance or the 
project has rental assistance eligible tenants 
who are not receiving such assistance: Provided 
further, That such recaptured rental assistance 
shall, to the extent practicable, be applied to an-
other farm labor multi-family housing project fi-
nanced under section 514 or 516 of the Act: Pro-
vided further, That except as provided in the 
fourth proviso under this heading and notwith-
standing any other provision of the Act, the 
Secretary may recapture rental assistance pro-
vided under agreements entered into prior to fis-
cal year 2020 for a project that the Secretary de-
termines no longer needs rental assistance and 
use such recaptured funds for current needs. 

MULTI-FAMILY HOUSING REVITALIZATION 
PROGRAM ACCOUNT 

For the rural housing voucher program as au-
thorized under section 542 of the Housing Act of 
1949, but notwithstanding subsection (b) of such 
section, and for additional costs to conduct a 
demonstration program for the preservation and 
revitalization of multi-family rental housing 
properties described in this paragraph, 
$56,500,000, to remain available until expended: 
Provided, That of the funds made available 
under this heading, $32,000,000, shall be avail-
able for rural housing vouchers to any low-in-
come household (including those not receiving 
rental assistance) residing in a property fi-
nanced with a section 515 loan which has been 
prepaid after September 30, 2005: Provided fur-

ther, That the amount of such voucher shall be 
the difference between comparable market rent 
for the section 515 unit and the tenant paid rent 
for such unit: Provided further, That funds 
made available for such vouchers shall be sub-
ject to the availability of annual appropriations: 
Provided further, That the Secretary shall, to 
the maximum extent practicable, administer 
such vouchers with current regulations and ad-
ministrative guidance applicable to section 8 
housing vouchers administered by the Secretary 
of the Department of Housing and Urban Devel-
opment: Provided further, That if the Secretary 
determines that the amount made available for 
vouchers in this or any other Act is not needed 
for vouchers, the Secretary may use such funds 
for the demonstration program for the preserva-
tion and revitalization of multi-family rental 
housing properties described in this paragraph: 
Provided further, That of the funds made avail-
able under this heading, $24,500,000 shall be 
available for a demonstration program for the 
preservation and revitalization of the sections 
514, 515, and 516 multi-family rental housing 
properties to restructure existing USDA multi- 
family housing loans, as the Secretary deems 
appropriate, expressly for the purposes of ensur-
ing the project has sufficient resources to pre-
serve the project for the purpose of providing 
safe and affordable housing for low-income resi-
dents and farm laborers including reducing or 
eliminating interest; deferring loan payments, 
subordinating, reducing or reamortizing loan 
debt; and other financial assistance including 
advances, payments and incentives (including 
the ability of owners to obtain reasonable re-
turns on investment) required by the Secretary: 
Provided further, That the Secretary shall as 
part of the preservation and revitalization 
agreement obtain a restrictive use agreement 
consistent with the terms of the restructuring: 
Provided further, That if the Secretary deter-
mines that additional funds for vouchers de-
scribed in this paragraph are needed, funds for 
the preservation and revitalization demonstra-
tion program may be used for such vouchers: 
Provided further, That if Congress enacts legis-
lation to permanently authorize a multi-family 
rental housing loan restructuring program simi-
lar to the demonstration program described 
herein, the Secretary may use funds made avail-
able for the demonstration program under this 
heading to carry out such legislation with the 
prior approval of the Committees on Appropria-
tions of both Houses of Congress: Provided fur-
ther, That in addition to any other available 
funds, the Secretary may expend not more than 
$1,000,000 total, from the program funds made 
available under this heading, for administrative 
expenses for activities funded under this head-
ing. 

MUTUAL AND SELF-HELP HOUSING GRANTS 
For grants and contracts pursuant to section 

523(b)(1)(A) of the Housing Act of 1949 (42 
U.S.C. 1490c), $30,000,000, to remain available 
until expended. 

RURAL HOUSING ASSISTANCE GRANTS 
For grants for very low-income housing repair 

and rural housing preservation made by the 
Rural Housing Service, as authorized by 42 
U.S.C. 1474, and 1490m, $45,000,000, to remain 
available until expended. 

RURAL COMMUNITY FACILITIES PROGRAM 
ACCOUNT 

(INCLUDING TRANSFERS OF FUNDS) 
For gross obligations for the principal amount 

of direct and guaranteed loans as authorized by 
section 306 and described in section 381E(d)(1) of 
the Consolidated Farm and Rural Development 
Act, $2,800,000,000 for direct loans and 
$500,000,000 for guaranteed loans. 

For the cost of grants for rural community fa-
cilities programs as authorized by section 306 
and described in section 381E(d)(1) of the Con-
solidated Farm and Rural Development Act, 
$45,778,000, to remain available until expended: 

Provided, That $6,000,000 of the amount appro-
priated under this heading shall be available for 
a Rural Community Development Initiative: 
Provided further, That such funds shall be used 
solely to develop the capacity and ability of pri-
vate, nonprofit community-based housing and 
community development organizations, low-in-
come rural communities, and Federally Recog-
nized Native American Tribes to undertake 
projects to improve housing, community facili-
ties, community and economic development 
projects in rural areas: Provided further, That 
such funds shall be made available to qualified 
private, nonprofit and public intermediary orga-
nizations proposing to carry out a program of fi-
nancial and technical assistance: Provided fur-
ther, That such intermediary organizations 
shall provide matching funds from other 
sources, including Federal funds for related ac-
tivities, in an amount not less than funds pro-
vided: Provided further, That $5,778,000 of the 
amount appropriated under this heading shall 
be to provide grants for facilities in rural com-
munities with extreme unemployment and severe 
economic depression (Public Law 106–387), with 
up to 5 percent for administration and capacity 
building in the State rural development offices: 
Provided further, That $4,000,000 of the amount 
appropriated under this heading shall be avail-
able for community facilities grants to tribal col-
leges, as authorized by section 306(a)(19) of such 
Act: Provided further, That sections 381E–H and 
381N of the Consolidated Farm and Rural Devel-
opment Act are not applicable to the funds made 
available under this heading. 

RURAL BUSINESS—COOPERATIVE SERVICE 
RURAL BUSINESS PROGRAM ACCOUNT 

(INCLUDING TRANSFERS OF FUNDS) 
For the cost of loan guarantees and grants, 

for the rural business development programs au-
thorized by section 310B and described in sub-
sections (a), (c), (f) and (g) of section 310B of 
the Consolidated Farm and Rural Development 
Act, $65,475,000, to remain available until ex-
pended: Provided, That of the amount appro-
priated under this heading, not to exceed 
$500,000 shall be made available for one grant to 
a qualified national organization to provide 
technical assistance for rural transportation in 
order to promote economic development and 
$9,000,000 shall be for grants to the Delta Re-
gional Authority (7 U.S.C. 2009aa et seq.), the 
Northern Border Regional Commission (40 
U.S.C. 15101 et seq.), and the Appalachian Re-
gional Commission (40 U.S.C. 14101 et seq.) for 
any Rural Community Advancement Program 
purpose as described in section 381E(d) of the 
Consolidated Farm and Rural Development Act, 
of which not more than 5 percent may be used 
for administrative expenses: Provided further, 
That $4,000,000 of the amount appropriated 
under this heading shall be for business grants 
to benefit Federally Recognized Native Amer-
ican Tribes, including $250,000 for a grant to a 
qualified national organization to provide tech-
nical assistance for rural transportation in 
order to promote economic development: Pro-
vided further, That sections 381E–H and 381N of 
the Consolidated Farm and Rural Development 
Act are not applicable to funds made available 
under this heading. 

INTERMEDIARY RELENDING PROGRAM FUND 
ACCOUNT 

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 
For the principal amount of direct loans, as 

authorized by the Intermediary Relending Pro-
gram Fund Account (7 U.S.C. 1936b), 
$18,889,000. 

For the cost of direct loans, $5,219,000, as au-
thorized by the Intermediary Relending Program 
Fund Account (7 U.S.C. 1936b), of which 
$557,000 shall be available through June 30, 
2020, for Federally Recognized Native American 
Tribes; and of which $1,072,000 shall be avail-
able through June 30, 2020, for Mississippi Delta 
Region counties (as determined in accordance 
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with Public Law 100–460): Provided, That such 
costs, including the cost of modifying such 
loans, shall be as defined in section 502 of the 
Congressional Budget Act of 1974. 

In addition, for administrative expenses to 
carry out the direct loan programs, $4,468,000 
shall be transferred to and merged with the ap-
propriation for ‘‘Rural Development, Salaries 
and Expenses’’. 
RURAL ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT LOANS PROGRAM 

ACCOUNT 
For the principal amount of direct loans, as 

authorized under section 313B(a) of the Rural 
Electrification Act, for the purpose of promoting 
rural economic development and job creation 
projects, $50,000,000. 

The cost of grants authorized under section 
313B(a) of the Rural Electrification Act, for the 
purpose of promoting rural economic develop-
ment and job creation projects shall not exceed 
$10,000,000. 

RURAL COOPERATIVE DEVELOPMENT GRANTS 
For rural cooperative development grants au-

thorized under section 310B(e) of the Consoli-
dated Farm and Rural Development Act (7 
U.S.C. 1932), $15,600,000, of which $2,800,000 
shall be for cooperative agreements for the ap-
propriate technology transfer for rural areas 
program: Provided, That not to exceed $3,000,000 
shall be for grants for cooperative development 
centers, individual cooperatives, or groups of co-
operatives that serve socially disadvantaged 
groups and a majority of the boards of directors 
or governing boards of which are comprised of 
individuals who are members of socially dis-
advantaged groups; and of which $3,000,000, to 
remain available until expended, shall be for 
Agriculture Innovation Centers authorized pur-
suant to section 6402 of Public Law 107–171. 

RURAL ENERGY FOR AMERICA PROGRAM 
For the cost of a program of loan guarantees, 

under the same terms and conditions as author-
ized by section 9007 of the Farm Security and 
Rural Investment Act of 2002 (7 U.S.C. 8107), 
$706,000: Provided, That the cost of loan guar-
antees, including the cost of modifying such 
loans, shall be as defined in section 502 of the 
Congressional Budget Act of 1974. 

RURAL UTILITIES SERVICE 

RURAL WATER AND WASTE DISPOSAL PROGRAM 
ACCOUNT 

(INCLUDING TRANSFERS OF FUNDS) 

For the cost of direct loans, loan guarantees 
and grants for rural water, waste water, waste 
disposal, and solid waste management programs 
authorized by sections 306, 306A, 306C, 306D, 
306E, and 310B and described in sections 
306C(a)(2), 306D, 306E, and 381E(d)(2) of the 
Consolidated Farm and Rural Development Act, 
$484,980,000, to remain available until expended, 
of which not to exceed $1,000,000 shall be avail-
able for the rural utilities program described in 
section 306(a)(2)(B) of such Act, and of which 
not to exceed $3,000,000 shall be available for the 
rural utilities program described in section 306E 
of such Act: Provided, That not to exceed 
$15,000,000 of the amount appropriated under 
this heading shall be for grants authorized by 
section 306A(i)(2) of the Consolidated Farm and 
Rural Development Act in addition to funding 
authorized by section 306A(i)(1) of such Act: 
Provided further, That $68,000,000 of the 
amount appropriated under this heading shall 
be for loans and grants including water and 
waste disposal systems grants authorized by sec-
tion 306C(a)(2)(B) and section 306D of the Con-
solidated Farm and Rural Development Act, and 
Federally Recognized Native American Tribes 
authorized by 306C(a)(1) of such Act: Provided 
further, That funding provided for section 306D 
of the Consolidated Farm and Rural Develop-
ment Act may be provided to a consortium 
formed pursuant to section 325 of Public Law 
105–83: Provided further, That not more than 2 
percent of the funding provided for section 306D 

of the Consolidated Farm and Rural Develop-
ment Act may be used by the State of Alaska for 
training and technical assistance programs and 
not more than 2 percent of the funding provided 
for section 306D of the Consolidated Farm and 
Rural Development Act may be used by a con-
sortium formed pursuant to section 325 of Public 
Law 105–83 for training and technical assistance 
programs: Provided further, That not to exceed 
$30,000,000 of the amount appropriated under 
this heading shall be for technical assistance 
grants for rural water and waste systems pursu-
ant to section 306(a)(14) of such Act, unless the 
Secretary makes a determination of extreme 
need, of which $8,000,000 shall be made avail-
able for a grant to a qualified nonprofit multi- 
State regional technical assistance organization, 
with experience in working with small commu-
nities on water and waste water problems, the 
principal purpose of such grant shall be to assist 
rural communities with populations of 3,300 or 
less, in improving the planning, financing, de-
velopment, operation, and management of water 
and waste water systems, and of which not less 
than $800,000 shall be for a qualified national 
Native American organization to provide tech-
nical assistance for rural water systems for trib-
al communities: Provided further, That not to 
exceed $19,570,000 of the amount appropriated 
under this heading shall be for contracting with 
qualified national organizations for a circuit 
rider program to provide technical assistance for 
rural water systems: Provided further, That not 
to exceed $4,000,000 shall be for solid waste man-
agement grants: Provided further, That 
$10,000,000 of the amount appropriated under 
this heading shall be transferred to, and merged 
with, the Rural Utilities Service, High Energy 
Cost Grants Account to provide grants author-
ized under section 19 of the Rural Electrification 
Act of 1936 (7 U.S.C. 918a): Provided further, 
That any prior year balances for high-energy 
cost grants authorized by section 19 of the Rural 
Electrification Act of 1936 (7 U.S.C. 918a) shall 
be transferred to and merged with the Rural 
Utilities Service, High Energy Cost Grants Ac-
count: Provided further, That sections 381E–H 
and 381N of the Consolidated Farm and Rural 
Development Act are not applicable to the funds 
made available under this heading. 

RURAL ELECTRIFICATION AND 
TELECOMMUNICATIONS LOANS PROGRAM ACCOUNT 

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 

The principal amount of direct and guaran-
teed loans as authorized by sections 305, 306, 
and 317 of the Rural Electrification Act of 1936 
(7 U.S.C. 935, 936, and 940g) shall be made as 
follows: loans made pursuant to sections 305, 
306, and 317, notwithstanding 317(c), of that 
Act, rural electric, $5,500,000,000; guaranteed 
underwriting loans pursuant to section 313A, 
$750,000,000; 5 percent rural telecommunications 
loans, cost of money rural telecommunications 
loans, and for loans made pursuant to section 
306 of that Act, rural telecommunications loans, 
$690,000,000: Provided, That up to $2,000,000,000 
shall be used for the construction, acquisition, 
design and engineering or improvement of fossil- 
fueled electric generating plants (whether new 
or existing) that utilize carbon subsurface utili-
zation and storage systems. 

For the cost of direct loans as authorized by 
section 305 of the Rural Electrification Act of 
1936 (7 U.S.C. 935), including the cost of modi-
fying loans, as defined in section 502 of the Con-
gressional Budget Act of 1974, cost of money 
rural telecommunications loans, $3,795,000. 

In addition, for administrative expenses nec-
essary to carry out the direct and guaranteed 
loan programs, $33,270,000, which shall be trans-
ferred to and merged with the appropriation for 
‘‘Rural Development, Salaries and Expenses’’. 

DISTANCE LEARNING, TELEMEDICINE, AND 
BROADBAND PROGRAM 

For the principal amount of broadband tele-
communication loans, $29,851,000. 

For grants for telemedicine and distance 
learning services in rural areas, as authorized 
by 7 U.S.C. 950aaa et seq., $34,000,000, to remain 
available until expended: Provided, That 
$3,000,000 shall be made available for grants au-
thorized by 379G of the Consolidated Farm and 
Rural Development Act: Provided further, That 
funding provided under this heading for grants 
under 379G of the Consolidated Farm and Rural 
Development Act may only be provided to enti-
ties that meet all of the eligibility criteria for a 
consortium as established by this section. 

For the cost of broadband loans, as author-
ized by section 601 of the Rural Electrification 
Act, $5,340,000, to remain available until ex-
pended: Provided, That the cost of direct loans 
shall be as defined in section 502 of the Congres-
sional Budget Act of 1974. 

In addition, $30,000,000, to remain available 
until expended, for a grant program to finance 
broadband transmission in rural areas eligible 
for Distance Learning and Telemedicine Pro-
gram benefits authorized by 7 U.S.C. 950aaa. 

TITLE IV 
DOMESTIC FOOD PROGRAMS 

OFFICE OF THE UNDER SECRETARY FOR FOOD, 
NUTRITION, AND CONSUMER SERVICES 

For necessary expenses of the Office of the 
Under Secretary for Food, Nutrition, and Con-
sumer Services, $800,000: Provided, That funds 
made available by this Act to an agency in the 
Food, Nutrition and Consumer Services mission 
area for salaries and expenses are available to 
fund up to one administrative support staff for 
the Office. 

FOOD AND NUTRITION SERVICE 
CHILD NUTRITION PROGRAMS 

(INCLUDING TRANSFERS OF FUNDS) 

For necessary expenses to carry out the Rich-
ard B. Russell National School Lunch Act (42 
U.S.C. 1751 et seq.), except section 21, and the 
Child Nutrition Act of 1966 (42 U.S.C. 1771 et 
seq.), except sections 17 and 21; $23,602,569,000 to 
remain available through September 30, 2021, of 
which such sums as are made available under 
section 14222(b)(1) of the Food, Conservation, 
and Energy Act of 2008 (Public Law 110–246), as 
amended by this Act, shall be merged with and 
available for the same time period and purposes 
as provided herein: Provided, That of the total 
amount available, $12,475,000 shall be available 
to carry out section 19 of the Child Nutrition 
Act of 1966 (42 U.S.C. 1771 et seq.): Provided fur-
ther, That of the total amount available, 
$30,000,000 shall be available to provide competi-
tive grants to State agencies for subgrants to 
local educational agencies and schools to pur-
chase the equipment, with a value of greater 
than $1,000, needed to serve healthier meals, im-
prove food safety, and to help support the estab-
lishment, maintenance, or expansion of the 
school breakfast program: Provided further, 
That of the total amount available, $28,000,000 
shall remain available until expended to carry 
out section 749(g) of the Agriculture Appropria-
tions Act of 2010 (Public Law 111–80): Provided 
further, That section 26(d) of the Richard B. 
Russell National School Lunch Act (42 U.S.C. 
1769g(d)) is amended in the first sentence by 
striking ‘‘2010 through 2019’’ and inserting ‘‘2010 
through 2020’’: Provided further, That section 
9(h)(3) of the Richard B. Russell National 
School Lunch Act (42 U.S.C. 1758(h)(3)) is 
amended in the first sentence by striking ‘‘For 
fiscal year 2019’’ and inserting ‘‘For fiscal year 
2020’’: Provided further, That section 9(h)(4) of 
the Richard B. Russell National School Lunch 
Act (42 U.S.C. 1758(h)(4)) is amended in the first 
sentence by striking ‘‘For fiscal year 2019’’ and 
inserting ‘‘For fiscal year 2020’’. 

SPECIAL SUPPLEMENTAL NUTRITION PROGRAM FOR 
WOMEN, INFANTS, AND CHILDREN (WIC) 

For necessary expenses to carry out the spe-
cial supplemental nutrition program as author-
ized by section 17 of the Child Nutrition Act of 
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1966 (42 U.S.C. 1786), $6,000,000,000, to remain 
available through September 30, 2021: Provided, 
That notwithstanding section 17(h)(10) of the 
Child Nutrition Act of 1966 (42 U.S.C. 
1786(h)(10)), not less than $80,000,000 shall be 
used for breastfeeding peer counselors and other 
related activities, and $19,000,000 shall be used 
for infrastructure: Provided further, That none 
of the funds provided in this account shall be 
available for the purchase of infant formula ex-
cept in accordance with the cost containment 
and competitive bidding requirements specified 
in section 17 of such Act: Provided further, That 
none of the funds provided shall be available for 
activities that are not fully reimbursed by other 
Federal Government departments or agencies 
unless authorized by section 17 of such Act: Pro-
vided further, That upon termination of a feder-
ally mandated vendor moratorium and subject 
to terms and conditions established by the Sec-
retary, the Secretary may waive the requirement 
at 7 CFR 246.12(g)(6) at the request of a State 
agency. 
SUPPLEMENTAL NUTRITION ASSISTANCE PROGRAM 

For necessary expenses to carry out the Food 
and Nutrition Act of 2008 (7 U.S.C. 2011 et seq.), 
$69,163,287,000, of which $3,000,000,000, to re-
main available through December 31, 2021, shall 
be placed in reserve for use only in such 
amounts and at such times as may become nec-
essary to carry out program operations: Pro-
vided, That funds provided herein shall be ex-
pended in accordance with section 16 of the 
Food and Nutrition Act of 2008: Provided fur-
ther, That of the funds made available under 
this heading, $998,000 may be used to provide 
nutrition education services to State agencies 
and Federally Recognized Tribes participating 
in the Food Distribution Program on Indian 
Reservations: Provided further, That this appro-
priation shall be subject to any work registra-
tion or workfare requirements as may be re-
quired by law: Provided further, That funds 
made available for Employment and Training 
under this heading shall remain available 
through September 30, 2021: Provided further, 
That funds made available under this heading 
for section 28(d)(1), section 4(b), and section 
27(a) of the Food and Nutrition Act of 2008 shall 
remain available through September 30, 2021: 
Provided further, That none of the funds made 
available under this heading may be obligated 
or expended in contravention of section 213A of 
the Immigration and Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 
1183A): Provided further, That funds made 
available under this heading may be used to 
enter into contracts and employ staff to conduct 
studies, evaluations, or to conduct activities re-
lated to program integrity provided that such 
activities are authorized by the Food and Nutri-
tion Act of 2008. 

COMMODITY ASSISTANCE PROGRAM 
For necessary expenses to carry out disaster 

assistance and the Commodity Supplemental 
Food Program as authorized by section 4(a) of 
the Agriculture and Consumer Protection Act of 
1973 (7 U.S.C. 612c note); the Emergency Food 
Assistance Act of 1983; special assistance for the 
nuclear affected islands, as authorized by sec-
tion 103(f)(2) of the Compact of Free Association 
Amendments Act of 2003 (Public Law 108–188); 
and the Farmers’ Market Nutrition Program, as 
authorized by section 17(m) of the Child Nutri-
tion Act of 1966, $344,248,000, to remain avail-
able through September 30, 2021: Provided, That 
none of these funds shall be available to reim-
burse the Commodity Credit Corporation for 
commodities donated to the program: Provided 
further, That notwithstanding any other provi-
sion of law, effective with funds made available 
in fiscal year 2020 to support the Seniors Farm-
ers’ Market Nutrition Program, as authorized by 
section 4402 of the Farm Security and Rural In-
vestment Act of 2002, such funds shall remain 
available through September 30, 2021: Provided 
further, That of the funds made available under 
section 27(a) of the Food and Nutrition Act of 

2008 (7 U.S.C. 2036(a)), the Secretary may use up 
to 15 percent for costs associated with the dis-
tribution of commodities. 

NUTRITION PROGRAMS ADMINISTRATION 
For necessary administrative expenses of the 

Food and Nutrition Service for carrying out any 
domestic nutrition assistance program, 
$160,891,000: Provided, That of the funds pro-
vided herein, $2,000,000 shall be used for the 
purposes of section 4404 of Public Law 107–171, 
as amended by section 4401 of Public Law 110– 
246. 

TITLE V 
FOREIGN ASSISTANCE AND RELATED 

PROGRAMS 
OFFICE OF THE UNDER SECRETARY FOR TRADE 

AND FOREIGN AGRICULTURAL AFFAIRS 
For necessary expenses of the Office of the 

Under Secretary for Trade and Foreign Agricul-
tural Affairs, $875,000: Provided, That funds 
made available by this Act to any agency in the 
Trade and Foreign Agricultural Affairs mission 
area for salaries and expenses are available to 
fund up to one administrative support staff for 
the Office. 

OFFICE OF CODEX ALIMENTARIUS 
For necessary expenses of the Office of Codex 

Alimentarius, $4,775,000, including not to exceed 
$40,000 for official reception and representation 
expenses. 

FOREIGN AGRICULTURAL SERVICE 
SALARIES AND EXPENSES 

(INCLUDING TRANSFERS OF FUNDS) 
For necessary expenses of the Foreign Agri-

cultural Service, including not to exceed $250,000 
for representation allowances and for expenses 
pursuant to section 8 of the Act approved Au-
gust 3, 1956 (7 U.S.C. 1766), $217,920,000, of 
which no more than 6 percent shall remain 
available until September 30, 2021, for overseas 
operations to include the payment of locally em-
ployed staff: Provided, That the Service may 
utilize advances of funds, or reimburse this ap-
propriation for expenditures made on behalf of 
Federal agencies, public and private organiza-
tions and institutions under agreements exe-
cuted pursuant to the agricultural food produc-
tion assistance programs (7 U.S.C. 1737) and the 
foreign assistance programs of the United States 
Agency for International Development: Provided 
further, That funds made available for middle- 
income country training programs, funds made 
available for the Borlaug International Agricul-
tural Science and Technology Fellowship pro-
gram, and up to $2,000,000 of the Foreign Agri-
cultural Service appropriation solely for the 
purpose of offsetting fluctuations in inter-
national currency exchange rates, subject to 
documentation by the Foreign Agricultural 
Service, shall remain available until expended. 

FOOD FOR PEACE TITLE I DIRECT CREDIT AND 
FOOD FOR PROGRESS PROGRAM ACCOUNT 

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 
For administrative expenses to carry out the 

credit program of title I, Food for Peace Act 
(Public Law 83–480) and the Food for Progress 
Act of 1985, $142,000, shall be transferred to and 
merged with the appropriation for ‘‘Farm Serv-
ice Agency, Salaries and Expenses’’. 

FOOD FOR PEACE TITLE II GRANTS 
For expenses during the current fiscal year, 

not otherwise recoverable, and unrecovered 
prior years’ costs, including interest thereon, 
under the Food for Peace Act (Public Law 83– 
480), for commodities supplied in connection 
with dispositions abroad under title II of said 
Act, $1,716,000,000, to remain available until ex-
pended. 
MCGOVERN-DOLE INTERNATIONAL FOOD FOR EDU-

CATION AND CHILD NUTRITION PROGRAM 
GRANTS 
For necessary expenses to carry out the provi-

sions of section 3107 of the Farm Security and 

Rural Investment Act of 2002 (7 U.S.C. 1736o–1), 
$210,255,000, to remain available until expended: 
Provided, That the Commodity Credit Corpora-
tion is authorized to provide the services, facili-
ties, and authorities for the purpose of imple-
menting such section, subject to reimbursement 
from amounts provided herein: Provided further, 
That of the amount made available under this 
heading, not more than 10 percent, but not less 
than $15,000,000, shall remain available until ex-
pended to purchase agricultural commodities as 
described in subsection 3107(a)(2) of the Farm 
Security and Rural Investment Act of 2002 (7 
U.S.C. 1736o–1(a)(2)). 

COMMODITY CREDIT CORPORATION EXPORT 
(LOANS) CREDIT GUARANTEE PROGRAM ACCOUNT 

(INCLUDING TRANSFERS OF FUNDS) 

For administrative expenses to carry out the 
Commodity Credit Corporation’s Export Guar-
antee Program, GSM 102 and GSM 103, 
$6,381,000, to cover common overhead expenses 
as permitted by section 11 of the Commodity 
Credit Corporation Charter Act and in con-
formity with the Federal Credit Reform Act of 
1990, of which $6,063,000 shall be transferred to 
and merged with the appropriation for ‘‘Foreign 
Agricultural Service, Salaries and Expenses’’, 
and of which $318,000 shall be transferred to 
and merged with the appropriation for ‘‘Farm 
Service Agency, Salaries and Expenses’’. 

TITLE VI 

RELATED AGENCY AND FOOD AND DRUG 
ADMINISTRATION 

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES 

FOOD AND DRUG ADMINISTRATION 

SALARIES AND EXPENSES 

For necessary expenses of the Food and Drug 
Administration, including hire and purchase of 
passenger motor vehicles; for payment of space 
rental and related costs pursuant to Public Law 
92–313 for programs and activities of the Food 
and Drug Administration which are included in 
this Act; for rental of special purpose space in 
the District of Columbia or elsewhere; in addi-
tion to amounts appropriated to the FDA Inno-
vation Account, for carrying out the activities 
described in section 1002(b)(4) of the 21st Cen-
tury Cures Act (Public Law 114–255); for mis-
cellaneous and emergency expenses of enforce-
ment activities, authorized and approved by the 
Secretary and to be accounted for solely on the 
Secretary’s certificate, not to exceed $25,000; and 
notwithstanding section 521 of Public Law 107– 
188; $5,761,442,000: Provided, That of the amount 
provided under this heading, $1,074,714,000 shall 
be derived from prescription drug user fees au-
thorized by 21 U.S.C. 379h, and shall be credited 
to this account and remain available until ex-
pended; $220,142,000 shall be derived from med-
ical device user fees authorized by 21 U.S.C. 
379j, and shall be credited to this account and 
remain available until expended; $513,223,000 
shall be derived from human generic drug user 
fees authorized by 21 U.S.C. 379j–42, and shall 
be credited to this account and remain available 
until expended; $41,923,000 shall be derived from 
biosimilar biological product user fees author-
ized by 21 U.S.C. 379j–52, and shall be credited 
to this account and remain available until ex-
pended; $30,611,000 shall be derived from animal 
drug user fees authorized by 21 U.S.C. 379j–12, 
and shall be credited to this account and remain 
available until expended; $20,151,000 shall be de-
rived from generic new animal drug user fees 
authorized by 21 U.S.C. 379j–21, and shall be 
credited to this account and remain available 
until expended; $712,000,000 shall be derived 
from tobacco product user fees authorized by 21 
U.S.C. 387s, and shall be credited to this ac-
count and remain available until expended: Pro-
vided further, That in addition to and notwith-
standing any other provision under this head-
ing, amounts collected for prescription drug user 
fees, medical device user fees, human generic 
drug user fees, biosimilar biological product user 
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fees, animal drug user fees, and generic new 
animal drug user fees that exceed the respective 
fiscal year 2020 limitations are appropriated and 
shall be credited to this account and remain 
available until expended: Provided further, 
That fees derived from prescription drug, med-
ical device, human generic drug, biosimilar bio-
logical product, animal drug, and generic new 
animal drug assessments for fiscal year 2020, in-
cluding any such fees collected prior to fiscal 
year 2020 but credited for fiscal year 2020, shall 
be subject to the fiscal year 2020 limitations: 
Provided further, That the Secretary may accept 
payment during fiscal year 2020 of user fees 
specified under this heading and authorized for 
fiscal year 2021, prior to the due date for such 
fees, and that amounts of such fees assessed for 
fiscal year 2021 for which the Secretary accepts 
payment in fiscal year 2020 shall not be included 
in amounts under this heading: Provided fur-
ther, That none of these funds shall be used to 
develop, establish, or operate any program of 
user fees authorized by 31 U.S.C. 9701: Provided 
further, That of the total amount appropriated: 
(1) $1,081,356,000 shall be for the Center for Food 
Safety and Applied Nutrition and related field 
activities in the Office of Regulatory Affairs, of 
which no less than $16,000,000 shall be used for 
inspections of foreign seafood manufacturers 
and field examinations of imported seafood; (2) 
$1,967,193,000 shall be for the Center for Drug 
Evaluation and Research and related field ac-
tivities in the Office of Regulatory Affairs; (3) 
$419,302,000 shall be for the Center for Biologics 
Evaluation and Research and for related field 
activities in the Office of Regulatory Affairs; (4) 
$240,966,000 shall be for the Center for Veteri-
nary Medicine and for related field activities in 
the Office of Regulatory Affairs; (5) $580,486,000 
shall be for the Center for Devices and Radio-
logical Health and for related field activities in 
the Office of Regulatory Affairs; (6) $66,712,000 
shall be for the National Center for Toxi-
cological Research; (7) $661,739,000 shall be for 
the Center for Tobacco Products and for related 
field activities in the Office of Regulatory Af-
fairs; (8) $189,634,000 shall be for Rent and Re-
lated activities, of which $54,889,000 is for White 
Oak Consolidation, other than the amounts 
paid to the General Services Administration for 
rent; (9) $239,382,000 shall be for payments to the 
General Services Administration for rent; and 
(10) $314,672,000 shall be for other activities, in-
cluding the Office of the Commissioner of Food 
and Drugs, the Office of Foods and Veterinary 
Medicine, the Office of Medical and Tobacco 
Products, the Office of Global and Regulatory 
Policy, the Office of Operations, the Office of 
the Chief Scientist, and central services for 
these offices: Provided further, That not to ex-
ceed $25,000 of this amount shall be for official 
reception and representation expenses, not oth-
erwise provided for, as determined by the Com-
missioner: Provided further, That any transfer 
of funds pursuant to section 770(n) of the Fed-
eral Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act (21 U.S.C. 
379dd(n)) shall only be from amounts made 
available under this heading for other activities: 
Provided further, That of the amounts that are 
made available under this heading for ‘‘other 
activities’’, and that are not derived from user 
fees, $1,500,000 shall be transferred to and 
merged with the appropriation for ‘‘Department 
of Health and Human Services—Office of In-
spector General’’ for oversight of the programs 
and operations of the Food and Drug Adminis-
tration and shall be in addition to funds other-
wise made available for oversight of the Food 
and Drug Administration: Provided further, 
That funds may be transferred from one speci-
fied activity to another with the prior approval 
of the Committees on Appropriations of both 
Houses of Congress. 

In addition, mammography user fees author-
ized by 42 U.S.C. 263b, export certification user 
fees authorized by 21 U.S.C. 381, priority review 
user fees authorized by 21 U.S.C. 360n and 360ff, 
food and feed recall fees, food reinspection fees, 

and voluntary qualified importer program fees 
authorized by 21 U.S.C. 379j–31, outsourcing fa-
cility fees authorized by 21 U.S.C. 379j–62, pre-
scription drug wholesale distributor licensing 
and inspection fees authorized by 21 U.S.C. 
353(e)(3), third-party logistics provider licensing 
and inspection fees authorized by 21 U.S.C. 
360eee–3(c)(1), third-party auditor fees author-
ized by 21 U.S.C. 384d(c)(8), and medical coun-
termeasure priority review voucher user fees au-
thorized by 21 U.S.C. 360bbb–4a, and, contingent 
upon the enactment of the Over-the-Counter 
Monograph User Fee Act of 2019, fees relating to 
over-the-counter monograph drugs authorized 
by part 10 of subchapter C of Chapter VII of the 
Federal Food, Drug and Cosmetic Act shall be 
credited to this account, to remain available 
until expended. 

BUILDINGS AND FACILITIES 

For plans, construction, repair, improvement, 
extension, alteration, demolition, and purchase 
of fixed equipment or facilities of or used by the 
Food and Drug Administration, where not oth-
erwise provided, $11,788,000, to remain available 
until expended. 

FDA INNOVATION ACCOUNT, CURES ACT 

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 

For necessary expenses to carry out the pur-
poses described under section 1002(b)(4) of the 
21st Century Cures Act, in addition to amounts 
available for such purposes under the heading 
‘‘Salaries and Expenses’’, $75,000,000, to remain 
available until expended: Provided, That 
amounts appropriated in this paragraph are ap-
propriated pursuant to section 1002(b)(3) of the 
21st Century Cures Act, are to be derived from 
amounts transferred under section 1002(b)(2)(A) 
of such Act, and may be transferred by the Com-
missioner of Food and Drugs to the appropria-
tion for ‘‘Department of Health and Human 
Services Food and Drug Administration Salaries 
and Expenses’’ solely for the purposes provided 
in such Act: Provided further, That upon a de-
termination by the Commissioner that funds 
transferred pursuant to the previous proviso are 
not necessary for the purposes provided, such 
amounts may be transferred back to the ac-
count: Provided further, That such transfer au-
thority is in addition to any other transfer au-
thority provided by law. 

INDEPENDENT AGENCY 

FARM CREDIT ADMINISTRATION 

LIMITATION ON ADMINISTRATIVE EXPENSES 

Not to exceed $77,000,000 (from assessments 
collected from farm credit institutions, including 
the Federal Agricultural Mortgage Corporation) 
shall be obligated during the current fiscal year 
for administrative expenses as authorized under 
12 U.S.C. 2249: Provided, That this limitation 
shall not apply to expenses associated with re-
ceiverships: Provided further, That the agency 
may exceed this limitation by up to 10 percent 
with notification to the Committees on Appro-
priations of both Houses of Congress. 

TITLE VII 

GENERAL PROVISIONS 

(INCLUDING RESCISSIONS AND TRANSFERS OF 
FUNDS) 

SEC. 701. Within the unit limit of cost fixed by 
law, appropriations and authorizations made 
for the Department of Agriculture for the cur-
rent fiscal year under this Act shall be available 
for the purchase, in addition to those specifi-
cally provided for, of not to exceed 71 passenger 
motor vehicles of which 68 shall be for replace-
ment only, and for the hire of such vehicles: 
Provided, That notwithstanding this section, 
the only purchase of new passenger vehicles 
shall be for those determined by the Secretary to 
be necessary for transportation safety, to reduce 
operational costs, and for the protection of life, 
property, and public safety. 

SEC. 702. Notwithstanding any other provision 
of this Act, the Secretary of Agriculture may 

transfer unobligated balances of discretionary 
funds appropriated by this Act or any other 
available unobligated discretionary balances 
that are remaining available of the Department 
of Agriculture to the Working Capital Fund for 
the acquisition of plant and capital equipment 
necessary for the delivery of financial, adminis-
trative, and information technology services of 
primary benefit to the agencies of the Depart-
ment of Agriculture, such transferred funds to 
remain available until expended: Provided, That 
none of the funds made available by this Act or 
any other Act shall be transferred to the Work-
ing Capital Fund without the prior approval of 
the agency administrator: Provided further, 
That none of the funds transferred to the Work-
ing Capital Fund pursuant to this section shall 
be available for obligation without written noti-
fication to and the prior approval of the Com-
mittees on Appropriations of both Houses of 
Congress: Provided further, That none of the 
funds appropriated by this Act or made avail-
able to the Department’s Working Capital Fund 
shall be available for obligation or expenditure 
to make any changes to the Department’s Na-
tional Finance Center without written notifica-
tion to and prior approval of the Committees on 
Appropriations of both Houses of Congress as 
required by section 716 of this Act: Provided fur-
ther, That none of the funds appropriated by 
this Act or made available to the Department’s 
Working Capital Fund shall be available for ob-
ligation or expenditure to initiate, plan, de-
velop, implement, or make any changes to re-
move or relocate any systems, missions, or func-
tions of the offices of the Chief Financial Offi-
cer or any personnel from the National Finance 
Center prior to written notification to and prior 
approval of the Committee on Appropriations of 
both Houses of Congress and in accordance with 
the requirements of section 716 of this Act: Pro-
vided further, That the Secretary of Agriculture 
and the offices of the Chief Financial Officer 
shall actively market to existing and new De-
partments and other government agencies Na-
tional Finance Center shared services including, 
but not limited to, payroll, financial manage-
ment, and human capital shared services and 
allow the National Finance Center to perform 
technology upgrades: Provided further, That of 
annual income amounts in the Working Capital 
Fund of the Department of Agriculture attrib-
utable to the amounts in excess of the true costs 
of the shared services provided by the National 
Finance Center and budgeted for the National 
Finance Center, the Secretary shall reserve not 
more than 4 percent for the replacement or ac-
quisition of capital equipment, including equip-
ment for the improvement, delivery, and imple-
mentation of financial, administrative, and in-
formation technology services, and other sys-
tems of the National Finance Center or to pay 
any unforeseen, extraordinary cost of the Na-
tional Finance Center: Provided further, That 
none of the amounts reserved shall be available 
for obligation unless the Secretary submits writ-
ten notification of the obligation to the Commit-
tees on Appropriations of both Houses of Con-
gress: Provided further, That the limitations on 
the obligation of funds pending notification to 
Congressional Committees shall not apply to 
any obligation that, as determined by the Sec-
retary, is necessary to respond to a declared 
state of emergency that significantly impacts the 
operations of the National Finance Center; or to 
evacuate employees of the National Finance 
Center to a safe haven to continue operations of 
the National Finance Center. 

SEC. 703. No part of any appropriation con-
tained in this Act shall remain available for ob-
ligation beyond the current fiscal year unless 
expressly so provided herein. 

SEC. 704. No funds appropriated by this Act 
may be used to pay negotiated indirect cost 
rates on cooperative agreements or similar ar-
rangements between the United States Depart-
ment of Agriculture and nonprofit institutions 
in excess of 10 percent of the total direct cost of 
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the agreement when the purpose of such cooper-
ative arrangements is to carry out programs of 
mutual interest between the two parties. This 
does not preclude appropriate payment of indi-
rect costs on grants and contracts with such in-
stitutions when such indirect costs are computed 
on a similar basis for all agencies for which ap-
propriations are provided in this Act. 

SEC. 705. Appropriations to the Department of 
Agriculture for the cost of direct and guaran-
teed loans made available in the current fiscal 
year shall remain available until expended to 
disburse obligations made in the current fiscal 
year for the following accounts: the Rural De-
velopment Loan Fund program account, the 
Rural Electrification and Telecommunication 
Loans program account, and the Rural Housing 
Insurance Fund program account. 

SEC. 706. None of the funds made available to 
the Department of Agriculture by this Act may 
be used to acquire new information technology 
systems or significant upgrades, as determined 
by the Office of the Chief Information Officer, 
without the approval of the Chief Information 
Officer and the concurrence of the Executive In-
formation Technology Investment Review 
Board: Provided, That notwithstanding any 
other provision of law, none of the funds appro-
priated or otherwise made available by this Act 
may be transferred to the Office of the Chief In-
formation Officer without written notification 
to and the prior approval of the Committees on 
Appropriations of both Houses of Congress: Pro-
vided further, That, notwithstanding section 
11319 of title 40, United States Code, none of the 
funds available to the Department of Agri-
culture for information technology shall be obli-
gated for projects, contracts, or other agree-
ments over $25,000 prior to receipt of written ap-
proval by the Chief Information Officer: Pro-
vided further, That the Chief Information Offi-
cer may authorize an agency to obligate funds 
without written approval from the Chief Infor-
mation Officer for projects, contracts, or other 
agreements up to $250,000 based upon the per-
formance of an agency measured against the 
performance plan requirements described in the 
explanatory statement accompanying Public 
Law 113–235. 

SEC. 707. Funds made available under section 
524(b) of the Federal Crop Insurance Act (7 
U.S.C. 1524(b)) in the current fiscal year shall 
remain available until expended to disburse obli-
gations made in the current fiscal year. 

SEC. 708. Notwithstanding any other provision 
of law, any former RUS borrower that has re-
paid or prepaid an insured, direct or guaranteed 
loan under the Rural Electrification Act of 1936, 
or any not-for-profit utility that is eligible to re-
ceive an insured or direct loan under such Act, 
shall be eligible for assistance under section 
313B(a) of such Act in the same manner as a 
borrower under such Act. 

SEC. 709. Except as otherwise specifically pro-
vided by law, not more than $20,000,000 in unob-
ligated balances from appropriations made 
available for salaries and expenses in this Act 
for the Farm Service Agency shall remain avail-
able through September 30, 2021, for information 
technology expenses: Provided, That except as 
otherwise specifically provided by law, unobli-
gated balances from appropriations made avail-
able for salaries and expenses in this Act for the 
Rural Development mission area shall remain 
available through September 30, 2021, for infor-
mation technology expenses. 

SEC. 710. None of the funds appropriated or 
otherwise made available by this Act may be 
used for first-class travel by the employees of 
agencies funded by this Act in contravention of 
sections 301–10.122 through 301–10.124 of title 41, 
Code of Federal Regulations. 

SEC. 711. In the case of each program estab-
lished or amended by the Agricultural Act of 
2014 (Public Law 113–79) or by a successor to 
that Act, other than by title I or subtitle A of 
title III of such Act, or programs for which in-
definite amounts were provided in that Act, that 

is authorized or required to be carried out using 
funds of the Commodity Credit Corporation— 

(1) such funds shall be available for salaries 
and related administrative expenses, including 
technical assistance, associated with the imple-
mentation of the program, without regard to the 
limitation on the total amount of allotments and 
fund transfers contained in section 11 of the 
Commodity Credit Corporation Charter Act (15 
U.S.C. 714i); and 

(2) the use of such funds for such purpose 
shall not be considered to be a fund transfer or 
allotment for purposes of applying the limitation 
on the total amount of allotments and fund 
transfers contained in such section. 

SEC. 712. Of the funds made available by this 
Act, not more than $2,900,000 shall be used to 
cover necessary expenses of activities related to 
all advisory committees, panels, commissions, 
and task forces of the Department of Agri-
culture, except for panels used to comply with 
negotiated rule makings and panels used to 
evaluate competitively awarded grants. 

SEC. 713. (a) None of the funds made available 
in this Act may be used to maintain or establish 
a computer network unless such network blocks 
the viewing, downloading, and exchanging of 
pornography. 

(b) Nothing in subsection (a) shall limit the 
use of funds necessary for any Federal, State, 
tribal, or local law enforcement agency or any 
other entity carrying out criminal investiga-
tions, prosecution, or adjudication activities. 

SEC. 714. Notwithstanding subsection (b) of 
section 14222 of Public Law 110–246 (7 U.S.C. 
612c–6; in this section referred to as ‘‘section 
14222’’), none of the funds appropriated or oth-
erwise made available by this or any other Act 
shall be used to pay the salaries and expenses of 
personnel to carry out a program under section 
32 of the Act of August 24, 1935 (7 U.S.C. 612c; 
in this section referred to as ‘‘section 32’’) in ex-
cess of $1,331,784,000 (exclusive of carryover ap-
propriations from prior fiscal years), as follows: 
Child Nutrition Programs Entitlement Commod-
ities—$485,000,000; State Option Contracts— 
$5,000,000; Removal of Defective Commodities— 
$2,500,000; Administration of Section 32 Com-
modity Purchases—$35,853,000: Provided, That 
of the total funds made available in the matter 
preceding this proviso that remain unobligated 
on October 1, 2020, such unobligated balances 
shall carryover into fiscal year 2021 and shall 
remain available until expended for any of the 
purposes of section 32, except that any such car-
ryover funds used in accordance with clause (3) 
of section 32 may not exceed $350,000,000 and 
may not be obligated until the Secretary of Agri-
culture provides written notification of the ex-
penditures to the Committees on Appropriations 
of both Houses of Congress at least two weeks in 
advance: Provided further, That, with the ex-
ception of any available carryover funds au-
thorized in any prior appropriations Act to be 
used for the purposes of clause (3) of section 32, 
none of the funds appropriated or otherwise 
made available by this or any other Act shall be 
used to pay the salaries or expenses of any em-
ployee of the Department of Agriculture to carry 
out clause (3) of section 32. 

SEC. 715. None of the funds appropriated by 
this or any other Act shall be used to pay the 
salaries and expenses of personnel who prepare 
or submit appropriations language as part of the 
President’s budget submission to the Congress 
for programs under the jurisdiction of the Ap-
propriations Subcommittees on Agriculture, 
Rural Development, Food and Drug Administra-
tion, and Related Agencies that assumes reve-
nues or reflects a reduction from the previous 
year due to user fees proposals that have not 
been enacted into law prior to the submission of 
the budget unless such budget submission iden-
tifies which additional spending reductions 
should occur in the event the user fees proposals 
are not enacted prior to the date of the con-
vening of a committee of conference for the fis-
cal year 2021 appropriations Act. 

SEC. 716. (a) None of the funds provided by 
this Act, or provided by previous appropriations 
Acts to the agencies funded by this Act that re-
main available for obligation or expenditure in 
the current fiscal year, or provided from any ac-
counts in the Treasury derived by the collection 
of fees available to the agencies funded by this 
Act, shall be available for obligation or expendi-
ture through a reprogramming, transfer of 
funds, or reimbursements as authorized by the 
Economy Act, or in the case of the Department 
of Agriculture, through use of the authority 
provided by section 702(b) of the Department of 
Agriculture Organic Act of 1944 (7 U.S.C. 2257) 
or section 8 of Public Law 89–106 (7 U.S.C. 2263), 
that— 

(1) creates new programs; 
(2) eliminates a program, project, or activity; 
(3) increases funds or personnel by any means 

for any project or activity for which funds have 
been denied or restricted; 

(4) relocates an office or employees; 
(5) reorganizes offices, programs, or activities; 

or 
(6) contracts out or privatizes any functions 

or activities presently performed by Federal em-
ployees; 
unless the Secretary of Agriculture, or the Sec-
retary of Health and Human Services (as the 
case may be) notifies in writing and receives ap-
proval from the Committees on Appropriations 
of both Houses of Congress at least 30 days in 
advance of the reprogramming of such funds or 
the use of such authority. 

(b) None of the funds provided by this Act, or 
provided by previous Appropriations Acts to the 
agencies funded by this Act that remain avail-
able for obligation or expenditure in the current 
fiscal year, or provided from any accounts in 
the Treasury derived by the collection of fees 
available to the agencies funded by this Act, 
shall be available for obligation or expenditure 
for activities, programs, or projects through a 
reprogramming or use of the authorities referred 
to in subsection (a) involving funds in excess of 
$500,000 or 10 percent, whichever is less, that— 

(1) augments existing programs, projects, or 
activities; 

(2) reduces by 10 percent funding for any ex-
isting program, project, or activity, or numbers 
of personnel by 10 percent as approved by Con-
gress; or 

(3) results from any general savings from a re-
duction in personnel which would result in a 
change in existing programs, activities, or 
projects as approved by Congress; unless the 
Secretary of Agriculture or the Secretary of 
Health and Human Services (as the case may be) 
notifies in writing and receives approval from 
the Committees on Appropriations of both 
Houses of Congress at least 30 days in advance 
of the reprogramming or transfer of such funds 
or the use of such authority. 

(c) The Secretary of Agriculture or the Sec-
retary of Health and Human Services shall no-
tify in writing and receive approval from the 
Committees on Appropriations of both Houses of 
Congress before implementing any program or 
activity not carried out during the previous fis-
cal year unless the program or activity is funded 
by this Act or specifically funded by any other 
Act. 

(d) None of the funds provided by this Act, or 
provided by previous Appropriations Acts to the 
agencies funded by this Act that remain avail-
able for obligation or expenditure in the current 
fiscal year, or provided from any accounts in 
the Treasury derived by the collection of fees 
available to the agencies funded by this Act, 
shall be available for— 

(1) modifying major capital investments fund-
ing levels, including information technology sys-
tems, that involves increasing or decreasing 
funds in the current fiscal year for the indi-
vidual investment in excess of $500,000 or 10 per-
cent of the total cost, whichever is less; 
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(2) realigning or reorganizing new, current, or 

vacant positions or agency activities or func-
tions to establish a center, office, branch, or 
similar entity with five or more personnel; or 

(3) carrying out activities or functions that 
were not described in the budget request; unless 
the agencies funded by this Act notify, in writ-
ing, the Committees on Appropriations of both 
Houses of Congress at least 30 days in advance 
of using the funds for these purposes. 

(e) As described in this section, no funds may 
be used for any activities unless the Secretary of 
Agriculture or the Secretary of Health and 
Human Services receives from the Committee on 
Appropriations of both Houses of Congress writ-
ten or electronic mail confirmation of receipt of 
the notification as required in this section. 

SEC. 717. Notwithstanding section 310B(g)(5) 
of the Consolidated Farm and Rural Develop-
ment Act (7 U.S.C. 1932(g)(5)), the Secretary 
may assess a one-time fee for any guaranteed 
business and industry loan in an amount that 
does not exceed 3 percent of the guaranteed 
principal portion of the loan. 

SEC. 718. None of the funds appropriated or 
otherwise made available to the Department of 
Agriculture, the Food and Drug Administration, 
or the Farm Credit Administration shall be used 
to transmit or otherwise make available reports, 
questions, or responses to questions that are a 
result of information requested for the appro-
priations hearing process to any non-Depart-
ment of Agriculture, non-Department of Health 
and Human Services, or non-Farm Credit Ad-
ministration employee. 

SEC. 719. Unless otherwise authorized by exist-
ing law, none of the funds provided in this Act, 
may be used by an executive branch agency to 
produce any prepackaged news story intended 
for broadcast or distribution in the United 
States unless the story includes a clear notifica-
tion within the text or audio of the prepackaged 
news story that the prepackaged news story was 
prepared or funded by that executive branch 
agency. 

SEC. 720. No employee of the Department of 
Agriculture may be detailed or assigned from an 
agency or office funded by this Act or any other 
Act to any other agency or office of the Depart-
ment for more than 60 days in a fiscal year un-
less the individual’s employing agency or office 
is fully reimbursed by the receiving agency or 
office for the salary and expenses of the em-
ployee for the period of assignment. 

SEC. 721. Not later than 30 days after the date 
of enactment of this Act, the Secretary of Agri-
culture, the Commissioner of the Food and Drug 
Administration, and the Chairman of the Farm 
Credit Administration shall submit to the Com-
mittees on Appropriations of both Houses of 
Congress a detailed spending plan by program, 
project, and activity for all the funds made 
available under this Act including appropriated 
user fees, as defined in the report accompanying 
this Act. 

SEC. 722. Of the unobligated balances from 
amounts made available for the supplemental 
nutrition program as authorized by section 17 of 
the Child Nutrition Act of 1966 (42 U.S.C. 1786), 
$800,000,000 are hereby rescinded. 

SEC. 723. The Secretary shall continue an 
intermediary loan packaging program based on 
the pilot program in effect for fiscal year 2013 
for packaging and reviewing section 502 single 
family direct loans. The Secretary shall con-
tinue agreements with current intermediary or-
ganizations and with additional qualified inter-
mediary organizations. The Secretary shall 
work with these organizations to increase effec-
tiveness of the section 502 single family direct 
loan program in rural communities and shall set 
aside and make available from the national re-
serve section 502 loans an amount necessary to 
support the work of such intermediaries and 
provide a priority for review of such loans. 

SEC. 724. For loans and loan guarantees that 
do not require budget authority and the pro-
gram level has been established in this Act, the 

Secretary of Agriculture may increase the pro-
gram level for such loans and loan guarantees 
by not more than 25 percent: Provided, That 
prior to the Secretary implementing such an in-
crease, the Secretary notifies, in writing, the 
Committees on Appropriations of both Houses of 
Congress at least 15 days in advance. 

SEC. 725. None of the credit card refunds or re-
bates transferred to the Working Capital Fund 
pursuant to section 729 of the Agriculture, 
Rural Development, Food and Drug Administra-
tion, and Related Agencies Appropriations Act, 
2002 (7 U.S.C. 2235a; Public Law 107–76) shall be 
available for obligation without written notifi-
cation to, and the prior approval of, the Com-
mittees on Appropriations of both Houses of 
Congress: Provided, That the refunds or rebates 
so transferred shall be available for obligation 
only for the acquisition of plant and capital 
equipment necessary for the delivery of finan-
cial, administrative, and information technology 
services, including cloud adoption and migra-
tion, of primary benefit to the agencies of the 
Department of Agriculture. 

SEC. 726. None of the funds made available by 
this Act may be used to implement, administer, 
or enforce the ‘‘variety’’ requirements of the 
final rule entitled ‘‘Enhancing Retailer Stand-
ards in the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance 
Program (SNAP)’’ published by the Department 
of Agriculture in the Federal Register on Decem-
ber 15, 2016 (81 Fed. Reg. 90675) until the Sec-
retary of Agriculture amends the definition of 
the term ‘‘variety’’ as de fined in section 
278.1(b)(1)(ii)(C) of title 7, Code of Federal Reg-
ulations, and ‘‘variety’’ as applied in the defini-
tion of the term ‘‘staple food’’ as defined in sec-
tion 271.2 of title 7, Code of Federal Regulations, 
to increase the number of items that qualify as 
acceptable varieties in each staple food category 
so that the total number of such items in each 
staple food category exceeds the number of such 
items in each staple food category included in 
the final rule as published on December 15, 2016: 
Provided, That until the Secretary promulgates 
such regulatory amendments, the Secretary 
shall apply the requirements regarding accept-
able varieties and breadth of stock to Supple-
mental Nutrition Assistance Program retailers 
that were in effect on the day before the date of 
the enactment of the Agricultural Act of 2014 
(Public Law 113–79). 

SEC. 727. None of the funds made available by 
this Act or any other Act may be used— 

(1) in contravention of section 7606 of the Ag-
ricultural Act of 2014 (7 U.S.C. 5940), subtitle G 
of the Agricultural Marketing Act of 1946, or 
section 10114 of the Agriculture Improvement 
Act of 2018; or 

(2) to prohibit the transportation, processing, 
sale, or use of hemp, or seeds of such plant, that 
is grown or cultivated in accordance with sub-
section section 7606 of the Agricultural Act of 
2014 or Subtitle G of the Agricultural Marketing 
Act of 1946, within or outside the State in which 
the hemp is grown or cultivated. 

SEC. 728. In carrying out subsection (h) of sec-
tion 502 of the Housing Act of 1949 (42 U.S.C. 
1472), the Secretary of Agriculture shall have 
the same authority with respect to loans guar-
anteed under such section and eligible lenders 
for such loans as the Secretary has under sub-
sections (h) and (j) of section 538 of such Act (42 
U.S.C. 1490p–2) with respect to loans guaranteed 
under such section 538 and eligible lenders for 
such loans. 

SEC. 729. None of the funds made available by 
this Act may be used to propose, promulgate, or 
implement any rule, or take any other action 
with respect to, allowing or requiring informa-
tion intended for a prescribing health care pro-
fessional, in the case of a drug or biological 
product subject to section 503(b)(1) of the Fed-
eral Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act (21 U.S.C. 
353(b)(1)), to be distributed to such professional 
electronically (in lieu of in paper form) unless 
and until a Federal law is enacted to allow or 
require such distribution. 

SEC. 730. None of the funds made available by 
this Act may be used to notify a sponsor or oth-
erwise acknowledge receipt of a submission for 
an exemption for investigational use of a drug 
or biological product under section 505(i) of the 
Federal Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act (21 
U.S.C. 355(i)) or section 351(a)(3) of the Public 
Health Service Act (42 U.S.C. 262(a)(3)) in re-
search in which a human embryo is inten-
tionally created or modified to include a heri-
table genetic modification. Any such submission 
shall be deemed to have not been received by the 
Secretary, and the exemption may not go into 
effect. 

SEC. 731. None of the funds made available by 
this or any other Act may be used to carry out 
the final rule promulgated by the Food and 
Drug Administration and put into effect Novem-
ber 16, 2015, in regards to the hazard analysis 
and risk-based preventive control requirements 
of the current good manufacturing practice, 
hazard analysis, and risk-based preventive con-
trols for food for animals rule with respect to 
the regulation of the production, distribution, 
sale, or receipt of dried spent grain byproducts 
of the alcoholic beverage production process. 

SEC. 732. There is hereby appropriated 
$10,000,000, to remain available until expended, 
to carry out section 6407 of the Farm Security 
and Rural Investment Act of 2002 (7 U.S.C. 
8107a): Provided, That the Secretary may allow 
eligible entities, or comparable entities that pro-
vide energy efficiency services using their own 
billing mechanism to offer loans to customers in 
any part of their service territory and to offer 
loans to replace a manufactured housing unit 
with another manufactured housing unit, if re-
placement would be more cost effective in saving 
energy. 

SEC. 733. (a) The Secretary of Agriculture 
shall— 

(1) conduct audits in a manner that evaluates 
the following factors in the country or region 
being audited, as applicable— 

(A) veterinary control and oversight; 
(B) disease history and vaccination practices; 
(C) livestock demographics and traceability; 
(D) epidemiological separation from potential 

sources of infection; 
(E) surveillance practices; 
(F) diagnostic laboratory capabilities; and 
(G) emergency preparedness and response; 

and 
(2) promptly make publicly available the final 

reports of any audits or reviews conducted pur-
suant to subsection (1). 

(b) This section shall be applied in a manner 
consistent with United States obligations under 
its international trade agreements. 

SEC. 734. No food that bears or contains par-
tially hydrogenated oils (as defined in the order 
published by the Food and Drug Administration 
in the Federal Register on June 17, 2015 (80 Fed. 
Reg. 34650 et seq.)) shall be considered to be 
adulterated within the meaning of subsection 
(a)(1) or (a)(2)(C)(i) of section 402 of the Federal 
Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act (21 U.S.C. 342(a)) 
because such food contains such partially hy-
drogenated oils until the applicable compliance 
dates specified by FDA in the Federal Register 
on May 21, 2018 (83 Fed. Reg. 23358 et seq.). 

SEC. 735. The National Bio and Agro-Defense 
Facility shall be transferred without reimburse-
ment from the Secretary of Homeland Security 
to the Secretary of Agriculture. 

SEC. 736. There is hereby appropriated 
$1,000,000 for the Secretary to carry out a pilot 
program that provides forestry inventory anal-
ysis, forest management and economic outcomes 
modelling for certain currently enrolled Con-
servation Reserve Program participants. The 
Secretary shall allow the Commodity Credit Cor-
poration to enter into agreements with and pro-
vide grants to qualified non-profit organizations 
dedicated to conservation, forestry and wildlife 
habitats, that also have experience in con-
ducting accurate forest inventory analysis 
through the use of advanced, cost-effective tech-
nology. The Secretary shall focus the analysis 
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on lands enrolled for at least eight years and lo-
cated in areas with a substantial concentration 
of acres enrolled under conservation practices 
devoted to multiple bottomland hardwood tree 
species including CP03, CP03A, CP11, CP22, 
CP31 and CP40. 

SEC. 737. In addition to amounts otherwise 
made available by this Act and notwithstanding 
the last sentence of 16 U.S.C. 1310, there is ap-
propriated $4,000,000, to remain available until 
expended, to implement non-renewable agree-
ments on eligible lands, including flooded agri-
cultural lands, as determined by the Secretary, 
under the Water Bank Act (16 U.S.C. 1301–1311). 

SEC. 738. There is hereby appropriated 
$2,000,000 to carry out section 1621 of Public 
Law 110–246. 

SEC. 739. None of the funds made available by 
this Act may be used to carry out any activities 
or incur any expense related to the issuance of 
licenses under section 3 of the Animal Welfare 
Act (7 U.S.C. 2133), or the renewal of such li-
censes, to class B dealers who sell dogs and cats 
for use in research, experiments, teaching, or 
testing. 

SEC. 740. (a)(1) No Federal funds made avail-
able for this fiscal year for the rural water, 
waste water, waste disposal, and solid waste 
management programs authorized by sections 
306, 306A, 306C, 306D, 306E, and 310B of the 
Consolidated Farm and Rural Development Act 
(7 U.S.C. 1926 et seq.) shall be used for a project 
for the construction, alteration, maintenance, or 
repair of a public water or wastewater system 
unless all of the iron and steel products used in 
the project are produced in the United States. 

(2) In this section, the term ‘‘iron and steel 
products’’ means the following products made 
primarily of iron or steel: lined or unlined pipes 
and fittings, manhole covers and other munic-
ipal castings, hydrants, tanks, flanges, pipe 
clamps and restraints, valves, structural steel, 
reinforced precast concrete, and construction 
materials. 

(b) Subsection (a) shall not apply in any case 
or category of cases in which the Secretary of 
Agriculture (in this section referred to as the 
‘‘Secretary’’) or the designee of the Secretary 
finds that— 

(1) applying subsection (a) would be incon-
sistent with the public interest; 

(2) iron and steel products are not produced in 
the United States in sufficient and reasonably 
available quantities or of a satisfactory quality; 
or 

(3) inclusion of iron and steel products pro-
duced in the United States will increase the cost 
of the overall project by more than 25 percent. 

(c) If the Secretary or the designee receives a 
request for a waiver under this section, the Sec-
retary or the designee shall make available to 
the public on an informal basis a copy of the re-
quest and information available to the Secretary 
or the designee concerning the request, and 
shall allow for informal public input on the re-
quest for at least 15 days prior to making a find-
ing based on the request. The Secretary or the 
designee shall make the request and accom-
panying information available by electronic 
means, including on the official public Internet 
Web site of the Department. 

(d) This section shall be applied in a manner 
consistent with United States obligations under 
international agreements. 

(e) The Secretary may retain up to 0.25 per-
cent of the funds appropriated in this Act for 
‘‘Rural Utilities Service—Rural Water and 
Waste Disposal Program Account’’ for carrying 
out the provisions described in subsection (a)(1) 
for management and oversight of the require-
ments of this section. 

(f) Subsection (a) shall not apply with respect 
to a project for which the engineering plans and 
specifications include use of iron and steel prod-
ucts otherwise prohibited by such subsection if 
the plans and specifications have received re-
quired approvals from State agencies prior to 
the date of enactment of this Act. 

(g) For purposes of this section, the terms 
‘‘United States’’ and ‘‘State’’ shall include each 
of the several States, the District of Columbia, 
and each federally recognized Indian tribe. 

SEC. 741. The Secretary shall set aside for 
Rural Economic Area Partnership (REAP) 
Zones, until August 15, 2020, an amount of 
funds made available in title III under the head-
ings of Rural Housing Insurance Fund Program 
Account, Mutual and Self-Help Housing Grants, 
Rural Housing Assistance Grants, Rural Com-
munity Facilities Program Account, Rural Busi-
ness Program Account, Rural Development 
Loan Fund Program Account, and Rural Water 
and Waste Disposal Program Account, equal to 
the amount obligated in REAP Zones with re-
spect to funds provided under such headings in 
the most recent fiscal year any such funds were 
obligated under such headings for REAP Zones. 

SEC. 742. There is hereby appropriated 
$1,000,000, to remain available until expended, 
for a pilot program for the Secretary to provide 
grants to qualified non-profit organizations and 
public housing authorities to provide technical 
assistance, including financial and legal serv-
ices, to RHS multi-family housing borrowers to 
facilitate the acquisition of RHS multi-family 
housing properties in areas where the Secretary 
determines a risk of loss of affordable housing, 
by non-profit housing organizations and public 
housing authorities as authorized by law that 
commit to keep such properties in the RHS 
multi-family housing program for a period of 
time as determined by the Secretary. 

SEC. 743. None of the funds appropriated by 
this Act may be used in any way, directly or in-
directly, to influence congressional action on 
any legislation or appropriation matters pend-
ing before Congress, other than to communicate 
to Members of Congress as described in 18 U.S.C. 
1913. 

SEC. 744. In response to an eligible community 
where the drinking water supplies are inad-
equate due to a natural disaster, as determined 
by the Secretary, including drought or severe 
weather, the Secretary may provide potable 
water through the Emergency Community Water 
Assistance Grant Program for an additional pe-
riod of time not to exceed 120 days beyond the 
established period provided under the Program 
in order to protect public health. 

SEC. 745. Of the total amounts made available 
by this Act for direct loans and grants in the 
following headings: ‘‘Rural Housing Service— 
Rural Housing Insurance Fund Program Ac-
count’’; ‘‘Rural Housing Service—Mutual and 
Self-Help Housing Grants’’; ‘‘Rural Housing 
Service—Rural Housing Assistance Grants’’; 
‘‘Rural Housing Service—Rural Community Fa-
cilities Program Account’’; ‘‘Rural Business-Co-
operative Service—Rural Business Program Ac-
count’’; ‘‘Rural Business-Cooperative Service— 
Rural Economic Development Loans Program 
Account’’; ‘‘Rural Business-Cooperative Serv-
ice—Rural Cooperative Development Grants’’; 
‘‘Rural Utilities Service—Rural Water and 
Waste Disposal Program Account’’; ‘‘Rural Util-
ities Service—Rural Electrification and Tele-
communications Loans Program Account’’; and 
‘‘Rural Utilities Service—Distance Learning, 
Telemedicine, and Broadband Program’’, to the 
maximum extent feasible, at least 10 percent of 
the funds shall be allocated for assistance in 
persistent poverty counties under this section, 
including, notwithstanding any other provision 
regarding population limits, any county seat of 
such a persistent poverty county that has a pop-
ulation that does not exceed the authorized pop-
ulation limit by more than 10 percent: Provided, 
That for purposes of this section, the term ‘‘per-
sistent poverty counties’’ means any county 
that has had 20 percent or more of its popu-
lation living in poverty over the past 30 years, 
as measured by the 1980, 1990, and 2000 decen-
nial censuses, and 2007–2011 American Commu-
nity Survey 5-year average: Provided further, 
That with respect to specific activities for which 
program levels have been made available by this 

Act that are not supported by budget authority, 
the requirements of this section shall be applied 
to such program level. 

SEC. 746. In addition to any other funds made 
available in this Act or any other Act, there is 
appropriated $5,000,000 to carry out section 
18(g)(8) of the Richard B. Russell National 
School Lunch Act (42 U.S.C. 1769(g)), to remain 
available until expended. 

SEC. 747. There is hereby appropriated 
$2,000,000, to remain available until September 
30, 2021, for the cost of loans and grants that is 
consistent with section 4206 of the Agricultural 
Act of 2014, for necessary expenses of the Sec-
retary to support projects that provide access to 
healthy food in underserved areas, to create and 
preserve quality jobs, and to revitalize low-in-
come communities. 

SEC. 748. For an additional amount for ‘‘Ani-
mal and Plant Health Inspection Service—Sala-
ries and Expenses’’, $8,500,000, to remain avail-
able until September 30, 2021, for one-time con-
trol and management and associated activities 
directly related to the multiple-agency response 
to citrus greening. 

SEC. 749. None of the funds made available by 
this or any other Act may be used to enforce the 
final rule promulgated by the Food and Drug 
Administration entitled ‘‘Standards for the 
Growing, Harvesting, Packing, and Holding of 
Produce for Human Consumption,’’ and pub-
lished on November 27, 2015, with respect to the 
regulation of the production, distribution, sale, 
or receipt of grape varietals that are grown, 
harvested and used solely for wine and receive 
commercial processing that adequately reduces 
the presence of microorganisms of public health 
significance. 

SEC. 750. There is hereby appropriated 
$5,000,000, to remain available until September 
30, 2021, for a pilot program for the National In-
stitute of Food and Agriculture to provide 
grants to nonprofit organizations for programs 
and services to establish and enhance farming 
and ranching opportunities for military vet-
erans. 

SEC. 751. For school year 2019–2020, none of 
the funds made available by this Act may be 
used to implement or enforce the matter fol-
lowing the first comma in the second sentence of 
footnote (c) of section 220.8(c) of title 7, Code of 
Federal Regulations, with respect to the substi-
tution of vegetables for fruits under the school 
breakfast program established under section 4 of 
the Child Nutrition Act of 1966 (42 U.S.C. 1773). 

SEC. 752. Not later than 180 days after the 
date of enactment of this Act, the Secretary of 
Agriculture shall issue a final rule based on the 
proposed rule entitled ‘‘National Organic Pro-
gram; Origin of Livestock,’’ published in the 
Federal Register on April 28, 2015 (80 Fed. Reg. 
23455): Provided, That the final rule shall incor-
porate public comments submitted in response to 
the proposed rule. 

SEC. 753. There is hereby appropriated 
$20,000,000, to remain available until expended, 
to carry out section 12513 of Public Law 115–334: 
Provided, That the Secretary shall take meas-
ures to ensure an equal distribution of funds be-
tween the three regional innovation initiatives. 

SEC. 754. There is hereby appropriated 
$5,000,000, to remain available until September 
30, 2021, to carry out section 2103 of Public Law 
115–334. 

SEC. 755. There is hereby appropriated 
$1,000,000, to remain available until September 
30, 2021, to carry out section 4208 of Public Law 
115–334. 

SEC. 756. There is hereby appropriated 
$2,000,000 to carry out section 4206 of Public 
Law 115–334. 

SEC. 757. There is hereby appropriated 
$20,000,000, for an additional amount for ‘‘De-
partment of Health and Human Services—Food 
and Drug Administration—Buildings and Fa-
cilities’’ to remain available until expended and 
in addition to amounts otherwise made available 
for such purposes, for necessary expenses of 
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plans, construction, repair, improvement, exten-
sion, alteration, demolition and purchase of 
fixed equipment or facilities of or used by FDA. 

SEC. 758. There is hereby appropriated 
$5,000,000 to carry out section 6424 of Public 
Law 115–334. 

SEC. 759. Of the unobligated balances from 
amounts made available to carry out section 749 
of Division A of Public Law 115–31 and section 
739 of Division A of Public Law 115–141, 
$15,073,000 are rescinded. 

SEC. 760. In addition to amounts otherwise 
made available by this or any other Act, there is 
hereby appropriated $5,000,000, to remain avail-
able until expended, under the heading ‘‘Rural 
Water Technical Assistance Grant Program Ac-
count’’ for the cost of a pilot program in coordi-
nation with a regional research university con-
sortium for research and direct services to ad-
dress challenges facing traditional rural waste-
water systems needs: Provided, That the pilot 
should address the wastewater needs of histori-
cally impoverished communities that have had 
difficult soil conditions for traditional waste-
water treatment systems. 

SEC. 761. (a) Section 313(b) of the Rural Elec-
trification Act of 1936, as amended (7 U.S.C. 
940c(b)), shall be applied for fiscal year 2020 and 
each fiscal year thereafter until the specified 
funding has been expended as if the following 
were inserted after the final period in subsection 
(b)(2): ‘‘In addition, the Secretary shall use 
$425,000,000 of funds available in this sub-
account in fiscal year 2019 for an additional 
amount for the same purpose and under the 
same terms and conditions as funds appro-
priated by Sec. 779 of Public Law 115–141 and 
shall use $128,000,000 of funds available in this 
subaccount in fiscal year 2020 for an additional 
amount for the same purpose and under the 
same terms and conditions as funds appro-
priated for water and waste disposal grants 
under section 306(a)(2) of the Consolidated Farm 
and Rural Development Act.’’: Provided, That 
any use of such funds shall be treated as a re-
programming of funds under section 716 of this 
Act. 

(b) Section 762(b) of division B of Public Law 
116–6 shall no longer apply. 

SEC. 762. In addition to amounts otherwise 
made available by this or any other Act, there is 
hereby appropriated $9,500,000, to remain avail-
able until expended, under the heading ‘‘Na-
tional Institute of Food and Agriculture—Re-
search and Education Activities’’ and 
$15,500,000, to remain available until expended, 
under the heading ‘‘Economic Research Service’’ 
for salaries and expenses, including for reloca-
tion expenses, the costs of alteration and repair 
of leased buildings and improvements pursuant 
to 7 U.S.C. 2250, and other transition costs, for 
the relocation of employees and certain oper-
ations to the Kansas City metropolitan area, as 
directed by the decision of the Secretary of Agri-
culture dated June 13, 2019. 

SEC. 763. No food containing genetically engi-
neered salmon shall be permitted to be intro-
duced, or delivered for introduction, into inter-
state commerce until the conclusion and trans-
mittal to Congress of a consumer study of the ef-
ficacy of the Department of Agriculture’s Na-
tional Bioengineered Food Disclosure Standard 
for informing consumers of the genetically engi-
neered content of salmon products, as set forth 
in 21 CFR 528.1092: Provided, That the study 
shall be performed by a commission constituted 
jointly by the United States Department of Agri-
culture and the Food and Drug Administration 
under the Federal Advisory Committee Act and 
shall commence no later than 180 days after the 
enactment of this Act. 

SEC. 764. (a) Title I of the Additional Supple-
mental Appropriations for Disaster Relief Act, 
2019 (Public Law 116–20) is amended in the mat-
ter under the heading ‘‘Department of Agri-
culture—Office of the Secretary’’ by inserting 
‘‘to cooperative processors for reduced quantity 
and quality sugar beets,’’ after ‘‘planting in 

2019,’’: Provided, That amounts repurposed 
under this section that were previously des-
ignated by the Congress as an emergency re-
quirement pursuant to the Balanced Budget and 
Emergency Deficit Control Act of 1985 are des-
ignated by the Congress as an emergency re-
quirement pursuant to section 251(b)(2)(A)(i) of 
the Balanced Budget and Emergency Deficit 
Control Act of 1985 and shall be available only 
if the President subsequently so designates all 
such amounts and transmits such designations 
to the Congress. 

(b) This section shall become effective imme-
diately upon enactment of this Act. 

SEC. 765. None of the funds made available by 
this Act may be used to pay the salaries or ex-
penses of personnel— 

(1) to inspect horses under section 3 of the 
Federal Meat Inspection Act (21 U.S.C. 603); 

(2) to inspect horses under section 903 of the 
Federal Agriculture Improvement and Reform 
Act of 1996 (7 U.S.C. 1901 note; Public Law 104– 
127); or 

(3) to implement or enforce section 352.19 of 
title 9, Code of Federal Regulations (or a suc-
cessor regulation). 

SEC. 766. Section 9(i)(2) of the Food and Nutri-
tion Act of 2008 (7 U.S.C. 2018(i)(2)) is amended 
by striking ‘‘for a period’’ and all that follows 
through ‘‘2018’’ and inserting ‘‘prior to Decem-
ber 31, 2020’’. 

SEC. 767. Not later than 60 days after enact-
ment of this Act, the Commissioner of the Food 
and Drug Administration shall issue a request 
for information to determine the next steps that 
will address the recent pulmonary illnesses re-
ported to be associated with the use of e-ciga-
rettes and vaping products. As part of such re-
quest for information, the Commissioner shall 
request public comment on product design and 
how to prevent consumers from modifying or 
adding any substances to these products that 
are not intended by the manufacturer: Provided, 
That the Food and Drug Administration shall 
provide an update to the Committee on Appro-
priations on a quarterly basis. 

REPORT ON FOOD DISTRIBUTION PROGRAMS 
REACHING UNDERSERVED POPULATIONS 

SEC. 768. The Secretary of Agriculture shall 
conduct a study on the challenges that the food 
distribution program on Indian reservations es-
tablished under section 4(b) of the Food and Nu-
trition Act of 2008 (7 U.S.C. 2013(b)) and other 
food distribution programs administered by the 
Secretary of Agriculture face in reaching under-
served populations, with an emphasis on the 
homebound and the elderly, to better capture 
data on the population of people unable to 
physically travel to a distribution location for 
food. 

SEC. 769. (a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 
days after the date of enactment of this Act, the 
Secretary of Agriculture shall submit to Con-
gress a report that describes the economic and 
environmental impacts of importing orchids in 
growing media. 

(b) REQUIREMENTS.—The report under sub-
section (a) shall include— 

(1) a description of— 
(A) the economic impact of importing orchids 

in growing media on a State-by-State basis, with 
data collected from local growers; and 

(B) any incidents of pests detected on orchids 
imported with growing media; and 

(2) an analysis with respect to the additional 
resources that are necessary to prevent and 
mitigate the introduction of pests resulting from 
importing orchids in growing media. 

SEC. 770. (a) There is appropriated $3,000,000 
to carry out section 1673(d) of the Food, Agri-
culture, Conservation, and Trade Act of 1990 (7 
U.S.C. 5926(d)). 

(b) The amount made available under the 
heading ‘‘OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY’’ in title I 
for necessary expenses of the Office of the Sec-
retary shall be reduced by $3,000,000, which 
shall be derived by reducing the amount pro-

vided under that heading for Departmental Ad-
ministration by $3,000,000. 

SEC. 771. (a) Notwithstanding any other provi-
sion of this Act, the amount made available 
under the heading ‘‘EXTENSION ACTIVITIES’’ 
under the heading ‘‘NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF 
FOOD AND AGRICULTURE’’ under the heading 
‘‘AGRICULTURAL PROGRAMS’’ in title I 
shall be increased by $5,000,000, which shall be 
used by increasing by that amount the amount 
specified for the Farm and Ranch Stress Assist-
ance Network in the table titled ‘‘National Insti-
tute of Food and Agriculture, Extension Activi-
ties’’ in the report accompanying this Act. 

(b) Notwithstanding any other provision of 
this Act, the amount made available for the Of-
fice of the Chief Financial Officer under the 
heading ‘‘OFFICE OF THE CHIEF FINANCIAL OFFI-
CER’’ under the heading ‘‘AGRICULTURAL 
PROGRAMS’’ in title I shall be reduced by 
$5,000,000. 

SEC. 772. (a) There is appropriated $5,000,000 
to carry out section 1450 of the National Agri-
cultural Research, Extension, and Teaching 
Policy Act of 1977 (7 U.S.C. 3222e). 

(b) Notwithstanding any other provision of 
this Act, the amount provided under the head-
ing ‘‘AGRICULTURE BUILDINGS AND FACILITIES’’ 
under the heading ‘‘AGRICULTURAL PRO-
GRAMS’’ in title I shall be reduced by 
$5,000,000. 

SEC. 773. In providing assistance under title V 
of the Housing Act of 1949 (42 U.S.C. 1471 et 
seq.) using amounts made available under title 
III, the Secretary of Agriculture shall prioritize 
the maintenance needs for rural housing facili-
ties and staff needs, which shall include 
prioritizing— 

(1) oversight of aging rental housing program 
properties with capital repair needs; 

(2) the needs of staff overseeing the Rural 
Housing Service and field staff conducting 
housing inspections; and 

(3) enforcement against property owners when 
those owners fail to make necessary repairs. 

SEC. 774. (a) Notwithstanding any other provi-
sion of this Act, the amount appropriated under 
this Act to the Rural Utilities Service under the 
heading ‘‘DISTANCE LEARNING, TELEMEDICINE, 
AND BROADBAND PROGRAM’’ for grants for tele-
medicine and distance learning services in rural 
areas shall be increased by $1,000,000. 

(b) Notwithstanding any other provision of 
this Act, the amount appropriated under this 
Act to the Department of Agriculture under the 
heading ‘‘AGRICULTURE BUILDINGS AND FACILI-
TIES’’ shall be reduced by $1,000,000. 

SEC. 775. (a) There is appropriated $3,000,000 
to carry out the emergency and transitional pet 
shelter and housing assistance grant program 
established under section 12502(b) of the Agri-
culture Improvement Act of 2018 (34 U.S.C. 
20127). 

(b) The amount made available under the 
heading ‘‘OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY’’ in title I 
for necessary expenses of the Office of the Sec-
retary shall be reduced by $3,000,000, which 
shall be derived by reducing the amount pro-
vided under that heading for Departmental Ad-
ministration by $3,000,000. 

SEC. 776. (a) Notwithstanding any other provi-
sion of this Act, the amount appropriated under 
the heading ‘‘SALARIES AND EXPENSES’’ under 
the heading ‘‘ANIMAL AND PLANT HEALTH IN-
SPECTION SERVICE’’ in title I shall be increased 
by $1,000,000, to remain available until ex-
pended, which shall be for surveillance, testing, 
prevention, and research relating to Eastern 
equine encephalitis in impacted States. 

(b) Notwithstanding any other provision of 
this Act, the amount appropriated under this 
Act to the Department of Agriculture under the 
heading ‘‘OFFICE OF THE CHIEF FINANCIAL OFFI-
CER’’ shall be reduced by $1,000,000. 

SEC. 777. (a) There is appropriated $5,000,000 
to carry out section 222 of the Department of 
Agriculture Reorganization Act of 1994 (7 U.S.C. 
6923). 
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(b) Notwithstanding any other provision of 

this Act, the amount provided under the head-
ing ‘‘AGRICULTURE BUILDINGS AND FACILITIES’’ 
under the heading ‘‘AGRICULTURAL PRO-
GRAMS’’ in title I shall be reduced by 
$6,000,000. 

SEC. 778. (a) There is appropriated $2,000,000 
to carry out section 30 of the Food and Nutri-
tion Act of 2008 (7 U.S.C. 2036d). 

(b) Notwithstanding any other provision of 
this Act, the amount provided under the head-
ing ‘‘AGRICULTURE BUILDINGS AND FACILITIES’’ 
under the heading ‘‘AGRICULTURAL PRO-
GRAMS’’ in title I shall be reduced by 
$2,000,000. 

This division may be cited as the ‘‘Agri-
culture, Rural Development, Food and Drug Ad-
ministration, and Related Agencies Appropria-
tions Act, 2020’’. 
DIVISION C—DEPARTMENT OF THE INTE-

RIOR, ENVIRONMENT, AND RELATED 
AGENCIES APPROPRIATIONS ACT, 2020 
The following sums are appropriated, out of 

any money in the Treasury not otherwise appro-
priated, for the Department of the Interior, en-
vironment, and related agencies for the fiscal 
year ending September 30, 2020, and for other 
purposes, namely: 

TITLE I 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT 
MANAGEMENT OF LANDS AND RESOURCES 

For necessary expenses for protection, use, im-
provement, development, disposal, cadastral sur-
veying, classification, acquisition of easements 
and other interests in lands, and performance of 
other functions, including maintenance of fa-
cilities, as authorized by law, in the manage-
ment of lands and their resources under the ju-
risdiction of the Bureau of Land Management, 
including the general administration of the Bu-
reau, and assessment of mineral potential of 
public lands pursuant to section 1010(a) of Pub-
lic Law 96–487 (16 U.S.C. 3150(a)), $1,250,274,000, 
to remain available until expended: Provided, 
That amounts in the fee account of the BLM 
Permit Processing Improvement Fund may be 
used for any bureau-related expenses associated 
with the processing of oil and gas applications 
for permits to drill and related use authoriza-
tions. 

In addition, $40,696,000 is for Mining Law Ad-
ministration program operations, including the 
cost of administering the mining claim fee pro-
gram, to remain available until expended, to be 
reduced by amounts collected by the Bureau 
and credited to this appropriation from mining 
claim maintenance fees and location fees that 
are hereby authorized for fiscal year 2020, so as 
to result in a final appropriation estimated at 
not more than $1,250,274,000, and $2,000,000, to 
remain available until expended, from commu-
nication site rental fees established by the Bu-
reau for the cost of administering communica-
tion site activities. 

LAND ACQUISITION 
(INCLUDING RESCISSION OF FUNDS) 

For expenses necessary to carry out sections 
205, 206, and 318(d) of Public Law 94–579, in-
cluding administrative expenses and acquisition 
of lands or waters, or interests therein, 
$28,800,000, to be derived from the Land and 
Water Conservation Fund and to remain avail-
able until expended. 

Of the unobligated balances from amounts 
made available for Land Acquisition and de-
rived from the Land and Water Conservation 
Fund, $2,367,000 is hereby permanently re-
scinded from projects with cost savings or failed 
or partially failed projects: Provided, That no 
amounts may be rescinded from amounts that 
were designated by the Congress as an emer-
gency requirement pursuant to the Concurrent 
Resolution on the Budget or the Balanced 
Budget and Emergency Deficit Control Act of 
1985. 

OREGON AND CALIFORNIA GRANT LANDS 

For expenses necessary for management, pro-
tection, and development of resources and for 
construction, operation, and maintenance of ac-
cess roads, reforestation, and other improve-
ments on the revested Oregon and California 
Railroad grant lands, on other Federal lands in 
the Oregon and California land-grant counties 
of Oregon, and on adjacent rights-of-way; and 
acquisition of lands or interests therein, includ-
ing existing connecting roads on or adjacent to 
such grant lands; $106,985,000, to remain avail-
able until expended: Provided, That 25 percent 
of the aggregate of all receipts during the cur-
rent fiscal year from the revested Oregon and 
California Railroad grant lands is hereby made 
a charge against the Oregon and California 
land-grant fund and shall be transferred to the 
General Fund in the Treasury in accordance 
with the second paragraph of subsection (b) of 
title II of the Act of August 28, 1937 (43 U.S.C. 
2605). 

RANGE IMPROVEMENTS 

For rehabilitation, protection, and acquisition 
of lands and interests therein, and improvement 
of Federal rangelands pursuant to section 401 of 
the Federal Land Policy and Management Act 
of 1976 (43 U.S.C. 1751), notwithstanding any 
other Act, sums equal to 50 percent of all mon-
eys received during the prior fiscal year under 
sections 3 and 15 of the Taylor Grazing Act (43 
U.S.C. 315b, 315m) and the amount designated 
for range improvements from grazing fees and 
mineral leasing receipts from Bankhead-Jones 
lands transferred to the Department of the Inte-
rior pursuant to law, but not less than 
$10,000,000, to remain available until expended: 
Provided, That not to exceed $600,000 shall be 
available for administrative expenses. 

SERVICE CHARGES, DEPOSITS, AND FORFEITURES 

For administrative expenses and other costs 
related to processing application documents and 
other authorizations for use and disposal of 
public lands and resources, for costs of pro-
viding copies of official public land documents, 
for monitoring construction, operation, and ter-
mination of facilities in conjunction with use 
authorizations, and for rehabilitation of dam-
aged property, such amounts as may be col-
lected under Public Law 94–579 (43 U.S.C. 1701 
et seq.), and under section 28 of the Mineral 
Leasing Act (30 U.S.C. 185), to remain available 
until expended: Provided, That notwithstanding 
any provision to the contrary of section 305(a) 
of Public Law 94–579 (43 U.S.C. 1735(a)), any 
moneys that have been or will be received pursu-
ant to that section, whether as a result of for-
feiture, compromise, or settlement, if not appro-
priate for refund pursuant to section 305(c) of 
that Act (43 U.S.C. 1735(c)), shall be available 
and may be expended under the authority of 
this Act by the Secretary to improve, protect, or 
rehabilitate any public lands administered 
through the Bureau of Land Management 
which have been damaged by the action of a re-
source developer, purchaser, permittee, or any 
unauthorized person, without regard to whether 
all moneys collected from each such action are 
used on the exact lands damaged which led to 
the action: Provided further, That any such 
moneys that are in excess of amounts needed to 
repair damage to the exact land for which funds 
were collected may be used to repair other dam-
aged public lands. 

MISCELLANEOUS TRUST FUNDS 

In addition to amounts authorized to be ex-
pended under existing laws, there is hereby ap-
propriated such amounts as may be contributed 
under section 307 of Public Law 94–579 (43 
U.S.C. 1737), and such amounts as may be ad-
vanced for administrative costs, surveys, ap-
praisals, and costs of making conveyances of 
omitted lands under section 211(b) of that Act 
(43 U.S.C. 1721(b)), to remain available until ex-
pended. 

ADMINISTRATIVE PROVISIONS 

The Bureau of Land Management may carry 
out the operations funded under this Act by di-
rect expenditure, contracts, grants, cooperative 
agreements and reimbursable agreements with 
public and private entities, including with 
States. Appropriations for the Bureau shall be 
available for purchase, erection, and dismantle-
ment of temporary structures, and alteration 
and maintenance of necessary buildings and ap-
purtenant facilities to which the United States 
has title; up to $100,000 for payments, at the dis-
cretion of the Secretary, for information or evi-
dence concerning violations of laws adminis-
tered by the Bureau; miscellaneous and emer-
gency expenses of enforcement activities author-
ized or approved by the Secretary and to be ac-
counted for solely on the Secretary’s certificate, 
not to exceed $10,000: Provided, That notwith-
standing Public Law 90–620 (44 U.S.C. 501), the 
Bureau may, under cooperative cost-sharing 
and partnership arrangements authorized by 
law, procure printing services from cooperators 
in connection with jointly produced publica-
tions for which the cooperators share the cost of 
printing either in cash or in services, and the 
Bureau determines the cooperator is capable of 
meeting accepted quality standards: Provided 
further, That projects to be funded pursuant to 
a written commitment by a State government to 
provide an identified amount of money in sup-
port of the project may be carried out by the Bu-
reau on a reimbursable basis. Appropriations 
herein made shall not be available for the de-
struction of healthy, unadopted, wild horses 
and burros in the care of the Bureau or its con-
tractors or for the sale of wild horses and burros 
that results in their destruction for processing 
into commercial products. 

UNITED STATES FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE 

RESOURCE MANAGEMENT 

For necessary expenses of the United States 
Fish and Wildlife Service, as authorized by law, 
and for scientific and economic studies, general 
administration, and for the performance of 
other authorized functions related to such re-
sources, $1,357,182,000, to remain available until 
September 30, 2021, of which $4,088,000 shall be 
for activities under section 5(d)(2) of the Lake 
Tahoe Restoration Act (Public Law 106–506; 114 
Stat. 2353; 130 Stat. 1786): Provided, That not to 
exceed $18,318,000 shall be used for implementing 
subsections (a), (b), (c), and (e) of section 4 of 
the Endangered Species Act of 1973 (16 U.S.C. 
1533) (except for processing petitions, developing 
and issuing proposed and final regulations, and 
taking any other steps to implement actions de-
scribed in subsection (c)(2)(A), (c)(2)(B)(i), or 
(c)(2)(B)(ii)). 

CONSTRUCTION 

For construction, improvement, acquisition, or 
removal of buildings and other facilities re-
quired in the conservation, management, inves-
tigation, protection, and utilization of fish and 
wildlife resources, and the acquisition of lands 
and interests therein; $43,226,000, to remain 
available until expended. 

LAND ACQUISITION 

(INCLUDING RESCISSION OF FUNDS) 

For expenses necessary to carry out chapter 
2003 of title 54, United States Code, including 
administrative expenses, and for acquisition of 
land or waters, or interest therein, in accord-
ance with statutory authority applicable to the 
United States Fish and Wildlife Service, 
$58,770,000, to be derived from the Land and 
Water Conservation Fund and to remain avail-
able until expended: Provided, That none of the 
funds appropriated for specific land acquisition 
projects may be used to pay for any administra-
tive overhead, planning or other management 
costs. 

Of the unobligated balances from amounts 
made available for the Fish and Wildlife Service 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 02:25 Nov 20, 2019 Jkt 099060 PO 00000 Frm 00037 Fmt 7634 Sfmt 6333 E:\CR\FM\A19NO7.001 H19NOPT1S
sp

en
ce

r 
on

 D
S

K
B

B
X

C
H

B
2P

R
O

D
 w

ith
 H

O
U

S
E



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSEH8998 November 19, 2019 
and derived from the Land and Water Conserva-
tion Fund, $3,628,000 is hereby permanently re-
scinded from projects with cost savings or failed 
or partially failed projects: Provided further, 
That no amounts may be rescinded from 
amounts that were designated by the Congress 
as an emergency requirement pursuant to the 
Concurrent Resolution on the Budget or the 
Balanced Budget and Emergency Deficit Con-
trol Act of 1985. 

COOPERATIVE ENDANGERED SPECIES 
CONSERVATION FUND 

(INCLUDING RESCISSION OF FUNDS) 

For expenses necessary to carry out section 6 
of the Endangered Species Act of 1973 (16 U.S.C. 
1535), $53,495,000, to remain available until ex-
pended, of which $22,695,000 is to be derived 
from the Cooperative Endangered Species Con-
servation Fund; and of which $30,800,000 is to be 
derived from the Land and Water Conservation 
Fund. 

Of the unobligated balances made available 
from the Cooperative Endangered Species Con-
servation Fund, $18,771,000 is permanently re-
scinded from projects or from other grant pro-
grams with an unobligated carry over balance: 
Provided, That no amounts may be rescinded 
from amounts that were designated by the Con-
gress as an emergency requirement pursuant to 
the Concurrent Resolution on the Budget or the 
Balanced Budget and Emergency Deficit Con-
trol Act of 1985. 

NATIONAL WILDLIFE REFUGE FUND 

For expenses necessary to implement the Act 
of October 17, 1978 (16 U.S.C. 715s), $13,228,000. 

NORTH AMERICAN WETLANDS CONSERVATION FUND 

For expenses necessary to carry out the provi-
sions of the North American Wetlands Conserva-
tion Act (16 U.S.C. 4401 et seq.), $44,000,000, to 
remain available until expended. 

NEOTROPICAL MIGRATORY BIRD CONSERVATION 

For expenses necessary to carry out the 
Neotropical Migratory Bird Conservation Act 
(16 U.S.C. 6101 et seq.), $4,910,000, to remain 
available until expended. 

MULTINATIONAL SPECIES CONSERVATION FUND 

For expenses necessary to carry out the Afri-
can Elephant Conservation Act (16 U.S.C. 4201 
et seq.), the Asian Elephant Conservation Act of 
1997 (16 U.S.C. 4261 et seq.), the Rhinoceros and 
Tiger Conservation Act of 1994 (16 U.S.C. 5301 et 
seq.), the Great Ape Conservation Act of 2000 (16 
U.S.C. 6301 et seq.), and the Marine Turtle Con-
servation Act of 2004 (16 U.S.C. 6601 et seq.), 
$12,800,000, to remain available until expended. 

STATE AND TRIBAL WILDLIFE GRANTS 

For wildlife conservation grants to States and 
to the District of Columbia, Puerto Rico, Guam, 
the United States Virgin Islands, the Northern 
Mariana Islands, American Samoa, and Indian 
tribes under the provisions of the Fish and 
Wildlife Act of 1956 and the Fish and Wildlife 
Coordination Act, for the development and im-
plementation of programs for the benefit of wild-
life and their habitat, including species that are 
not hunted or fished, $65,171,000, to remain 
available until expended: Provided, That of the 
amount provided herein, $4,809,000 is for a com-
petitive grant program for Indian tribes not sub-
ject to the remaining provisions of this appro-
priation: Provided further, That $6,362,000 is for 
a competitive grant program to implement ap-
proved plans for States, territories, and other ju-
risdictions and at the discretion of affected 
States, the regional Associations of fish and 
wildlife agencies, not subject to the remaining 
provisions of this appropriation: Provided fur-
ther, That the Secretary shall, after deducting 
$10,571,000 and administrative expenses, appor-
tion the amount provided herein in the fol-
lowing manner: (1) to the District of Columbia 
and to the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, each 
a sum equal to not more than one-half of 1 per-
cent thereof; and (2) to Guam, American Samoa, 

the United States Virgin Islands, and the Com-
monwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, 
each a sum equal to not more than one-fourth 
of 1 percent thereof: Provided further, That the 
Secretary shall apportion the remaining amount 
in the following manner: (1) one-third of which 
is based on the ratio to which the land area of 
such State bears to the total land area of all 
such States; and (2) two-thirds of which is based 
on the ratio to which the population of such 
State bears to the total population of all such 
States: Provided further, That the amounts ap-
portioned under this paragraph shall be ad-
justed equitably so that no State shall be appor-
tioned a sum which is less than 1 percent of the 
amount available for apportionment under this 
paragraph for any fiscal year or more than 5 
percent of such amount: Provided further, That 
the Federal share of planning grants shall not 
exceed 75 percent of the total costs of such 
projects and the Federal share of implementa-
tion grants shall not exceed 65 percent of the 
total costs of such projects: Provided further, 
That the non-Federal share of such projects 
may not be derived from Federal grant pro-
grams: Provided further, That any amount ap-
portioned in 2020 to any State, territory, or 
other jurisdiction that remains unobligated as of 
September 30, 2021, shall be reapportioned, to-
gether with funds appropriated in 2022, in the 
manner provided herein. 

ADMINISTRATIVE PROVISIONS 
(INCLUDING RESCISSION OF FUNDS) 

The United States Fish and Wildlife Service 
may carry out the operations of Service pro-
grams by direct expenditure, contracts, grants, 
cooperative agreements and reimbursable agree-
ments with public and private entities. Appro-
priations and funds available to the United 
States Fish and Wildlife Service shall be avail-
able for repair of damage to public roads within 
and adjacent to reservation areas caused by op-
erations of the Service; options for the purchase 
of land at not to exceed $1 for each option; fa-
cilities incident to such public recreational uses 
on conservation areas as are consistent with 
their primary purpose; and the maintenance 
and improvement of aquaria, buildings, and 
other facilities under the jurisdiction of the 
Service and to which the United States has title, 
and which are used pursuant to law in connec-
tion with management, and investigation of fish 
and wildlife resources: Provided, That notwith-
standing 44 U.S.C. 501, the Service may, under 
cooperative cost sharing and partnership ar-
rangements authorized by law, procure printing 
services from cooperators in connection with 
jointly produced publications for which the co-
operators share at least one-half the cost of 
printing either in cash or services and the Serv-
ice determines the cooperator is capable of meet-
ing accepted quality standards: Provided fur-
ther, That the Service may accept donated air-
craft as replacements for existing aircraft: Pro-
vided further, That notwithstanding 31 U.S.C. 
3302, all fees collected for non-toxic shot review 
and approval shall be deposited under the head-
ing ‘‘United States Fish and Wildlife Service— 
Resource Management’’ and shall be available 
to the Secretary, without further appropriation, 
to be used for expenses of processing of such 
non-toxic shot type or coating applications and 
revising regulations as necessary, and shall re-
main available until expended. 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 
OPERATION OF THE NATIONAL PARK SYSTEM 

For expenses necessary for the management, 
operation, and maintenance of areas and facili-
ties administered by the National Park Service 
and for the general administration of the Na-
tional Park Service, $2,564,597,000, of which 
$10,032,000 shall be for planning and inter-
agency coordination in support of Everglades 
restoration and $135,980,000 shall be for mainte-
nance, repair, or rehabilitation projects for con-
structed assets and $153,575,000 for cyclic main-

tenance projects for constructed assets and cul-
tural resources shall remain available until Sep-
tember 30, 2021: Provided, That funds appro-
priated under this heading in this Act are avail-
able for the purposes of section 5 of Public Law 
95–348: Provided further, That notwithstanding 
section 9(a) of the United States 
Semiquincentennial Commission Act of 2016 
(Public Law 114–196; 130 Stat. 691), $3,300,000 of 
the funds made available under this heading 
shall be provided to the organization selected 
under section 9(b) of that Act for expenditure by 
the United States Semiquincentennial Commis-
sion in accordance with that Act: Provided fur-
ther, That, of the funds made available under 
this heading, $3,576,000 shall be made available 
for the Partnership Wild and Scenic Rivers pro-
gram and similarly managed rivers: Provided 
further, That, notwithstanding sections 7(b), 8, 
and 9 of the 400 Years of African-American His-
tory Commission Act (36 U.S.C. note prec. 101; 
Public Law 115–102), of the amount made avail-
able under this heading, $500,000 shall be pro-
vided to the 400 Years of African-American His-
tory Commission for expenditure on activities 
authorized by that Act through July 1, 2021. 

NATIONAL RECREATION AND PRESERVATION 
For expenses necessary to carry out recreation 

programs, natural programs, cultural programs, 
heritage partnership programs, environmental 
compliance and review, international park af-
fairs, and grant administration, not otherwise 
provided for, $68,084,000. 

HISTORIC PRESERVATION FUND 
For expenses necessary in carrying out the 

National Historic Preservation Act (division A of 
subtitle III of title 54, United States Code), 
$113,160,000, to be derived from the Historic 
Preservation Fund and to remain available until 
September 30, 2020, of which $14,000,000 shall be 
for Save America’s Treasures grants for preser-
vation of national significant sites, structures 
and artifacts as authorized by section 7303 of 
the Omnibus Public Land Management Act of 
2009 (54 U.S.C. 3089): Provided, That an indi-
vidual Save America’s Treasures grant shall be 
matched by non-Federal funds: Provided fur-
ther, That individual projects shall only be eli-
gible for one grant: Provided further, That all 
projects to be funded shall be approved by the 
Secretary of the Interior in consultation with 
the House and Senate Committees on Appropria-
tions: Provided further, That of the funds pro-
vided for the Historic Preservation Fund, 
$750,000 is for competitive grants for the survey 
and nomination of properties to the National 
Register of Historic Places and as National His-
toric Landmarks associated with communities 
currently under-represented, as determined by 
the Secretary, $16,250,000 is for competitive 
grants to preserve the sites and stories of the 
Civil Rights movement, $9,000,000 is for grants to 
Historically Black Colleges and Universities, 
and $7,500,000 is for competitive grants for the 
restoration of historic properties of national, 
State and local significance listed on or eligible 
for inclusion on the National Register of His-
toric Places, to be made without imposing the 
usage or direct grant restrictions of section 
101(e)(3) (54 U.S.C. 302904) of the National His-
torical Preservation Act: Provided further, That 
such competitive grants shall be made without 
imposing the matching requirements in section 
302902(b)(3) of title 54, United States Code, to 
States and Indian tribes as defined in chapter 
3003 of such title, Native Hawaiian organiza-
tions, local governments, including Certified 
Local Governments, and non-profit organiza-
tions. 

CONSTRUCTION 
For construction, improvements, repair, or re-

placement of physical facilities, and compliance 
and planning for programs and areas adminis-
tered by the National Park Service, $392,185,000, 
to remain available until expended: Provided, 
That notwithstanding any other provision of 
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law, for any project initially funded in fiscal 
year 2020 with a future phase indicated in the 
National Park Service 5-Year Line Item Con-
struction Plan, a single procurement may be 
issued which includes the full scope of the 
project: Provided further, That the solicitation 
and contract shall contain the clause avail-
ability of funds found at 48 CFR 52.232–18: Pro-
vided further, That National Park Service Do-
nations, Park Concessions Franchise Fees, and 
Recreation Fees may be made available for the 
cost of adjustments and changes within the 
original scope of effort for projects funded by 
the National Park Service Construction appro-
priation: Provided further, That the Secretary 
of the Interior shall consult with the Committees 
on Appropriations, in accordance with current 
reprogramming thresholds, prior to making any 
charges authorized by this section. 

LAND ACQUISITION AND STATE ASSISTANCE 
(INCLUDING RESCISSION OF FUNDS) 

For expenses necessary to carry out chapter 
2003 of title 54, United States Code, including 
administrative expenses, and for acquisition of 
lands or waters, or interest therein, in accord-
ance with the statutory authority applicable to 
the National Park Service, $199,899,000, to be de-
rived from the Land and Water Conservation 
Fund and to remain available until expended, of 
which $140,000,000 is for the State assistance 
program and of which $10,000,000 shall be for 
the American Battlefield Protection Program 
grants as authorized by chapter 3081 of title 54, 
United States Code. 

Of the unobligated balances from amounts 
made available for the National Park Service 
and derived from the Land and Water Conserva-
tion Fund, $2,279,000 is hereby permanently re-
scinded from projects or from other grant pro-
grams with an unobligated carry over balance: 
Provided, That no amounts may be rescinded 
from amounts that were designed by the Con-
gress as an emergency requirement pursuant to 
the Concurrent Resolution on the Budget or the 
Balanced Budget and Emergency Deficit Con-
trol Act of 1985. 

CENTENNIAL CHALLENGE 
For expenses necessary to carry out the provi-

sions of section 101701 of title 54, United States 
Code, relating to challenge cost share agree-
ments, $20,000,000, to remain available until ex-
pended, for Centennial Challenge projects and 
programs: Provided, That not less than 50 per-
cent of the total cost of each project or program 
shall be derived from non-Federal sources in the 
form of donated cash, assets, or a pledge of do-
nation guaranteed by an irrevocable letter of 
credit. 

ADMINISTRATIVE PROVISIONS 
(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 

In addition to other uses set forth in section 
101917(c)(2) of title 54, United States Code, fran-
chise fees credited to a sub-account shall be 
available for expenditure by the Secretary, with-
out further appropriation, for use at any unit 
within the National Park System to extinguish 
or reduce liability for Possessory Interest or 
leasehold surrender interest. Such funds may 
only be used for this purpose to the extent that 
the benefitting unit anticipated franchise fee re-
ceipts over the term of the contract at that unit 
exceed the amount of funds used to extinguish 
or reduce liability. Franchise fees at the benefit-
ting unit shall be credited to the sub-account of 
the originating unit over a period not to exceed 
the term of a single contract at the benefitting 
unit, in the amount of funds so expended to ex-
tinguish or reduce liability. 

For the costs of administration of the Land 
and Water Conservation Fund grants author-
ized by section 105(a)(2)(B) of the Gulf of Mex-
ico Energy Security Act of 2006 (Public Law 109– 
432), the National Park Service may retain up to 
3 percent of the amounts which are authorized 
to be disbursed under such section, such re-
tained amounts to remain available until ex-
pended. 

National Park Service funds may be trans-
ferred to the Federal Highway Administration 
(FHWA), Department of Transportation, for 
purposes authorized under 23 U.S.C. 204. Trans-
fers may include a reasonable amount for 
FHWA administrative support costs. 

UNITED STATES GEOLOGICAL SURVEY 
SURVEYS, INVESTIGATIONS, AND RESEARCH 

For expenses necessary for the United States 
Geological Survey to perform surveys, investiga-
tions, and research covering topography, geol-
ogy, hydrology, biology, and the mineral and 
water resources of the United States, its terri-
tories and possessions, and other areas as au-
thorized by 43 U.S.C. 31, 1332, and 1340; classify 
lands as to their mineral and water resources; 
give engineering supervision to power permittees 
and Federal Energy Regulatory Commission li-
censees; administer the minerals exploration 
program (30 U.S.C. 641); conduct inquiries into 
the economic conditions affecting mining and 
materials processing industries (30 U.S.C. 3, 21a, 
and 1603; 50 U.S.C. 98g(1)) and related purposes 
as authorized by law; and to publish and dis-
seminate data relative to the foregoing activi-
ties; $1,209,601,000, to remain available until 
September 30, 2021; of which $79,337,000 shall re-
main available until expended for satellite oper-
ations; and of which $71,164,000 shall be avail-
able until expended for deferred maintenance 
and capital improvement projects that exceed 
$100,000 in cost: Provided, That none of the 
funds provided for the ecosystem research activ-
ity shall be used to conduct new surveys on pri-
vate property, unless specifically authorized in 
writing by the property owner: Provided fur-
ther, That no part of this appropriation shall be 
used to pay more than one-half the cost of topo-
graphic mapping or water resources data collec-
tion and investigations carried on in coopera-
tion with States and municipalities. 

ADMINISTRATIVE PROVISIONS 
From within the amount appropriated for ac-

tivities of the United States Geological Survey 
such sums as are necessary shall be available for 
contracting for the furnishing of topographic 
maps and for the making of geophysical or other 
specialized surveys when it is administratively 
determined that such procedures are in the pub-
lic interest; construction and maintenance of 
necessary buildings and appurtenant facilities; 
acquisition of lands for gauging stations, obser-
vation wells, and seismic equipment; expenses of 
the United States National Committee for Geo-
logical Sciences; and payment of compensation 
and expenses of persons employed by the Survey 
duly appointed to represent the United States in 
the negotiation and administration of interstate 
compacts: Provided, That activities funded by 
appropriations herein made may be accom-
plished through the use of contracts, grants, or 
cooperative agreements as defined in section 
6302 of title 31, United States Code: Provided 
further, That the United States Geological Sur-
vey may enter into contracts or cooperative 
agreements directly with individuals or indi-
rectly with institutions or nonprofit organiza-
tions, without regard to 41 U.S.C. 6101, for the 
temporary or intermittent services of students or 
recent graduates, who shall be considered em-
ployees for the purpose of chapters 57 and 81 of 
title 5, United States Code, relating to com-
pensation for travel and work injuries, and 
chapter 171 of title 28, United States Code, relat-
ing to tort claims, but shall not be considered to 
be Federal employees for any other purposes. 

BUREAU OF OCEAN ENERGY MANAGEMENT 
OCEAN ENERGY MANAGEMENT 

For expenses necessary for granting and ad-
ministering leases, easements, rights-of-way and 
agreements for use for oil and gas, other min-
erals, energy, and marine-related purposes on 
the Outer Continental Shelf and approving op-
erations related thereto, as authorized by law; 
for environmental studies, as authorized by law; 
for implementing other laws and to the extent 

provided by Presidential or Secretarial delega-
tion; and for matching grants or cooperative 
agreements, $193,426,000, of which $133,426,000 is 
to remain available until September 30, 2021, 
and of which $60,000,000 is to remain available 
until expended: Provided, That this total appro-
priation shall be reduced by amounts collected 
by the Secretary and credited to this appropria-
tion from additions to receipts resulting from in-
creases to lease rental rates in effect on August 
5, 1993, and from cost recovery fees from activi-
ties conducted by the Bureau of Ocean Energy 
Management pursuant to the Outer Continental 
Shelf Lands Act, including studies, assessments, 
analysis, and miscellaneous administrative ac-
tivities: Provided further, That the sum herein 
appropriated shall be reduced as such collec-
tions are received during the fiscal year, so as to 
result in a final fiscal year 2020 appropriation 
estimated at not more than $133,426,000: Pro-
vided further, That not to exceed $3,000 shall be 
available for reasonable expenses related to pro-
moting volunteer beach and marine cleanup ac-
tivities. 

BUREAU OF SAFETY AND ENVIRONMENTAL 
ENFORCEMENT 

OFFSHORE SAFETY AND ENVIRONMENTAL 
ENFORCEMENT 

For expenses necessary for the regulation of 
operations related to leases, easements, rights- 
of-way and agreements for use for oil and gas, 
other minerals, energy, and marine-related pur-
poses on the Outer Continental Shelf, as au-
thorized by law; for enforcing and implementing 
laws and regulations as authorized by law and 
to the extent provided by Presidential or Secre-
tarial delegation; and for matching grants or co-
operative agreements, $146,341,000, of which 
$120,341,000 is to remain available until Sep-
tember 30, 2021, and of which $26,000,000 is to re-
main available until expended: Provided, That 
this total appropriation shall be reduced by 
amounts collected by the Secretary and credited 
to this appropriation from additions to receipts 
resulting from increases to lease rental rates in 
effect on August 5, 1993, and from cost recovery 
fees from activities conducted by the Bureau of 
Safety and Environmental Enforcement pursu-
ant to the Outer Continental Shelf Lands Act, 
including studies, assessments, analysis, and 
miscellaneous administrative activities: Provided 
further, That the sum herein appropriated shall 
be reduced as such collections are received dur-
ing the fiscal year, so as to result in a final fis-
cal year 2020 appropriation estimated at not 
more than $120,341,000. 

For an additional amount, $41,000,000, to re-
main available until expended, to be reduced by 
amounts collected by the Secretary and credited 
to this appropriation, which shall be derived 
from non-refundable inspection fees collected in 
fiscal year 2020, as provided in this Act: Pro-
vided, That to the extent that amounts realized 
from such inspection fees exceed $41,000,000, the 
amounts realized in excess of $41,000,000 shall be 
credited to this appropriation and remain avail-
able until expended: Provided further, That for 
fiscal year 2020, not less than 50 percent of the 
inspection fees expended by the Bureau of Safe-
ty and Environmental Enforcement will be used 
to fund personnel and mission-related costs to 
expand capacity and expedite the orderly devel-
opment, subject to environmental safeguards, of 
the Outer Continental Shelf pursuant to the 
Outer Continental Shelf Lands Act (43 U.S.C. 
1331 et seq.), including the review of applica-
tions for permits to drill. 

OIL SPILL RESEARCH 

For necessary expenses to carry out title I, 
section 1016, title IV, sections 4202 and 4303, title 
VII, and title VIII, section 8201 of the Oil Pollu-
tion Act of 1990, $14,899,000, which shall be de-
rived from the Oil Spill Liability Trust Fund, to 
remain available until expended. 
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OFFICE OF SURFACE MINING RECLAMATION AND 

ENFORCEMENT 
REGULATION AND TECHNOLOGY 

For necessary expenses to carry out the provi-
sions of the Surface Mining Control and Rec-
lamation Act of 1977, Public Law 95–87, 
$117,768,000, to remain available until September 
30, 2021: Provided, That appropriations for the 
Office of Surface Mining Reclamation and En-
forcement may provide for the travel and per 
diem expenses of State and tribal personnel at-
tending Office of Surface Mining Reclamation 
and Enforcement sponsored training. 

In addition, for costs to review, administer, 
and enforce permits issued by the Office pursu-
ant to section 507 of Public Law 95–87 (30 U.S.C. 
1257), $40,000, to remain available until ex-
pended: Provided, That fees assessed and col-
lected by the Office pursuant to such section 507 
shall be credited to this account as discretionary 
offsetting collections, to remain available until 
expended: Provided further, That the sum here-
in appropriated from the general fund shall be 
reduced as collections are received during the 
fiscal year, so as to result in a fiscal year 2020 
appropriation estimated at not more than 
$117,678,000. 

ABANDONED MINE RECLAMATION FUND 
For necessary expenses to carry out title IV of 

the Surface Mining Control and Reclamation 
Act of 1977, Public Law 95–87, $24,713,000, to be 
derived from receipts of the Abandoned Mine 
Reclamation Fund and to remain available until 
expended: Provided, That pursuant to Public 
Law 97–365, the Department of the Interior is 
authorized to use up to 20 percent from the re-
covery of the delinquent debt owed to the 
United States Government to pay for contracts 
to collect these debts: Provided further, That 
funds made available under title IV of Public 
Law 95–87 may be used for any required non- 
Federal share of the cost of projects funded by 
the Federal Government for the purpose of envi-
ronmental restoration related to treatment or 
abatement of acid mine drainage from aban-
doned mines: Provided further, That such 
projects must be consistent with the purposes 
and priorities of the Surface Mining Control 
and Reclamation Act: Provided further, That 
amounts provided under this heading may be 
used for the travel and per diem expenses of 
State and tribal personnel attending Office of 
Surface Mining Reclamation and Enforcement 
sponsored training. 

In addition, $115,000,000, to remain available 
until expended, for grants to States and feder-
ally recognized Indian Tribes for reclamation of 
abandoned mine lands and other related activi-
ties in accordance with the terms and conditions 
described in the report accompanying this Act: 
Provided, That such additional amount shall be 
used for economic and community development 
in conjunction with the priorities in section 
403(a) of the Surface Mining Control and Rec-
lamation Act of 1977 (30 U.S.C. 1233(a)): Pro-
vided further, That of such additional amount, 
$75,000,000 shall be distributed in equal amounts 
to the 3 Appalachian States with the greatest 
amount of unfunded needs to meet the priorities 
described in paragraphs (1) and (2) of such sec-
tion, $30,000,000 shall be distributed in equal 
amounts to the 3 Appalachian States with the 
subsequent greatest amount of unfunded needs 
to meet such priorities, and $10,000,000 shall be 
for grants to federally recognized Indian Tribes 
without regard to their status as certified or 
uncertified under the Surface Mining Control 
and Reclamation Act of 1977 (30 U.S.C. 1233(a)), 
for reclamation of abandoned mine lands and 
other related activities in accordance with the 
terms and conditions described in the report ac-
companying this Act and shall be used for eco-
nomic and community development in conjunc-
tion with the priorities in section 403(a) of the 
Surface Mining Control and Reclamation Act of 
1977: Provided further, That such additional 
amount shall be allocated to States and Indian 

Tribes within 60 days after the date of enact-
ment of this Act. 

INDIAN AFFAIRS 
BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS 

OPERATION OF INDIAN PROGRAMS 
(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 

For expenses necessary for the operation of 
Indian programs, as authorized by law, includ-
ing the Snyder Act of November 2, 1921 (25 
U.S.C. 13), the Indian Self-Determination and 
Education Assistance Act of 1975 (25 U.S.C. 5301 
et seq.), $1,533,461,000, to remain available until 
September 30, 2021, except as otherwise provided 
herein; of which not to exceed $8,500 may be for 
official reception and representation expenses; 
of which not to exceed $74,734,000 shall be for 
welfare assistance payments: Provided, That in 
cases of designated Federal disasters, the Sec-
retary may exceed such cap, for welfare pay-
ments from the amounts provided herein, to pro-
vide for disaster relief to Indian communities af-
fected by the disaster: Provided further, That 
federally recognized Indian tribes and tribal or-
ganizations of federally recognized Indian tribes 
may use their tribal priority allocations for 
unmet welfare assistance costs: Provided fur-
ther, That not later than 120 days after the date 
of enactment of this Act, the Director of the Bu-
reau of Indian Affairs shall submit to the Com-
mittee on Appropriations of the Senate and the 
Committee on Appropriations of the House of 
Representatives a report describing the facilities 
investments required to improve the direct serv-
ice and tribally operated detention and public 
safety facilities in Indian country that are in 
poor condition, including associated cost esti-
mates: Provided further, That not to exceed 
$57,424,000 shall remain available until ex-
pended for housing improvement, road mainte-
nance, attorney fees, litigation support, land 
records improvement, and the Navajo-Hopi Set-
tlement Program: Provided further, That any 
forestry funds allocated to a federally recog-
nized tribe which remain unobligated as of Sep-
tember 30, 2021, may be transferred during fiscal 
year 2022 to an Indian forest land assistance ac-
count established for the benefit of the holder of 
the funds within the holder’s trust fund ac-
count: Provided further, That any such unobli-
gated balances not so transferred shall expire on 
September 30, 2022: Provided further, That in 
order to enhance the safety of Bureau field em-
ployees, the Bureau may use funds to purchase 
uniforms or other identifying articles of clothing 
for personnel: Provided further, That the Bu-
reau of Indian Affairs may accept transfers of 
funds from U.S. Customs and Border Protection 
to supplement any other funding available for 
reconstruction or repair of roads owned by the 
Bureau of Indian Affairs as identified on the 
National Tribal Transportation Facility Inven-
tory, 23 U.S.C. 202(b)(1). 

CONTRACT SUPPORT COSTS 
For payments to tribes and tribal organiza-

tions for contract support costs associated with 
Indian Self-Determination and Education As-
sistance Act agreements with the Bureau of In-
dian Affairs and the Bureau of Indian Edu-
cation for fiscal year 2020, such sums as may be 
necessary, which shall be available for obliga-
tion through September 30, 2021: Provided, That 
notwithstanding any other provision of law, no 
amounts made available under this heading 
shall be available for transfer to another budget 
account. 

CONSTRUCTION 
(INCLUDING TRANSFER AND RESCISSION OF FUNDS) 

For construction, repair, improvement, and 
maintenance of irrigation and power systems, 
buildings, utilities, and other facilities, includ-
ing architectural and engineering services by 
contract; acquisition of lands, and interests in 
lands; and preparation of lands for farming, 
and for construction of the Navajo Indian Irri-
gation Project pursuant to Public Law 87–483; 

$128,723,000, to remain available until expended: 
Provided, That such amounts as may be avail-
able for the construction of the Navajo Indian 
Irrigation Project may be transferred to the Bu-
reau of Reclamation: Provided further, That 
any funds provided for the Safety of Dams pro-
gram pursuant to the Act of November 2, 1921 
(25 U.S.C. 13), shall be made available on a non-
reimbursable basis: Provided further, That in 
order to ensure timely completion of construc-
tion projects, the Secretary may assume control 
of a project and all funds related to the project, 
if, within 18 months of the date of enactment of 
this Act, any Public Law 93–638 contractor re-
ceiving funds appropriated in this Act or in any 
prior Act, has not completed the planning and 
design phase of the project and commenced con-
struction: Provided further, That this appro-
priation may be reimbursed from the Office of 
the Special Trustee for American Indians appro-
priation for the appropriate share of construc-
tion costs for space expansion needed in agency 
offices to meet trust reform implementation: Pro-
vided further, That of the funds made available 
under this heading, $10,000,000 shall be derived 
from the Indian Irrigation Fund established by 
section 3211 of the WIIN Act (Public Law 114– 
322; 130 Stat. 1749). 

Of the unobligated balances made available 
for the ‘‘Construction, Resources Management’’ 
account, $2,000,000 is permanently rescinded: 
Provided, That no amounts may be rescinded 
from amounts that were designated by the Con-
gress as an emergency requirement pursuant to 
the Concurrent Resolution on the Budget or the 
Balanced Budget and Emergency Deficit Con-
trol Act of 1985. 

INDIAN LAND AND WATER CLAIM SETTLEMENTS 
AND MISCELLANEOUS PAYMENTS TO INDIANS 

For payments and necessary administrative 
expenses for implementation of Indian land and 
water claim settlements pursuant to Public 
Laws 99–264, 100–580, 101–618, 111–11, 111–291, 
and 114–322, and for implementation of other 
land and water rights settlements, $45,644,000, to 
remain available until expended. 

INDIAN GUARANTEED LOAN PROGRAM ACCOUNT 
For the cost of guaranteed loans and insured 

loans, $10,779,000, of which $1,455,000 is for ad-
ministrative expenses, as authorized by the In-
dian Financing Act of 1974: Provided, That such 
costs, including the cost of modifying such 
loans, shall be as defined in section 502 of the 
Congressional Budget Act of 1974: Provided fur-
ther, That these funds are available to subsidize 
total loan principal, any part of which is to be 
guaranteed or insured, not to exceed 
$174,616,164. 

BUREAU OF INDIAN EDUCATION 
OPERATION OF INDIAN EDUCATION PROGRAMS 

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 
For expenses necessary for the operation of 

Indian education programs, as authorized by 
law, including the Snyder Act of November 2, 
1921 (25 U.S.C. 13), the Indian Self-Determina-
tion and Education Assistance Act of 1975 (25 
U.S.C.5301 et seq.), the Education Amendments 
of 1978 (25 U.S.C. 2001–2019), and the Tribally 
Controlled Schools Act of 1988 (25 U.S.C. 2501 et 
seq.), $905,841,000, to remain available until Sep-
tember 30, 2021, except as otherwise provided 
herein: Provided, That Federally recognized In-
dian tribes and tribal organizations of Federally 
recognized Indian tribes may use their tribal 
priority allocations for unmet welfare assistance 
costs: Provided further, That not to exceed 
$685,223,000 for school operations costs of Bu-
reau-funded schools and other education pro-
grams shall become available on July 1, 2020, 
and shall remain available until September 30, 
2021: Provided further, That notwithstanding 
any other provision of law, including but not 
limited to the Indian Self–Determination Act of 
1975 (25 U.S.C. 5301 et seq.) and section 1128 of 
the Education Amendments of 1978 (25 U.S.C.), 
not to exceed $83,407,000 within and only from 
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such amounts made available for school oper-
ations shall be available for administrative cost 
grants associated with grants approved prior to 
July 1, 2020: Provided further, That in order to 
enhance safety of Bureau field employees, the 
Bureau may use funds to purchase uniforms or 
other identifying articles of clothing for per-
sonnel. 

EDUCATION CONSTRUCTION 
For construction, repair, improvements, and 

maintenance of buildings, utilities and other fa-
cilities necessary for the operation of Indian 
education programs, including architectural 
and engineering services by contract; acquisi-
tion of lands, and interests in lands: 
$238,250,000, to remain available until expended; 
Provided, That in order to ensure timely comple-
tion of construction projects, the Secretary may 
assume control of a project and all funds related 
to the project, if, within 18 months of the date 
of enactment of this Act, any Public Law 100– 
297 (25 U.S.C. 2501 et seq.) grantee or Public 
Law 93–638 (25 U.S.C. 5301 et seq.) contractor re-
ceiving funds appropriated in this Act or in any 
prior Act, has not completed the planning and 
design phase of the project and commenced con-
struction. 

ADMINISTRATIVE PROVISIONS 
The Bureau of Indian Affairs and the Bureau 

of Indian Education may carry out the oper-
ation of Indian programs by direct expenditure, 
contracts, cooperative agreements, compacts, 
and grants, either directly or in cooperation 
with States and other organizations. 

Notwithstanding Public Law 87–279 (25 U.S.C. 
15), the Bureau of Indian Affairs may contract 
for services in support of the management, oper-
ation, and maintenance of the Power Division 
of the San Carlos Irrigation Project. 

Notwithstanding any other provision of law, 
no funds available to the Bureau of Indian Af-
fairs or the Bureau of Indian Education for cen-
tral office oversight, Education Management, 
and Executive Direction and Administrative 
Services (except executive direction and admin-
istrative services funding for Tribal Priority Al-
locations, regional offices, and facilities oper-
ations and maintenance) shall be available for 
contracts, grants, compacts, or cooperative 
agreements with the Bureau of Indian Affairs or 
the Bureau of Indian Education under the pro-
visions of the Indian Self-Determination Act or 
the Tribal Self-Governance Act as amended. 

In the event any tribe returns appropriations 
made available by this Act to the Bureau of In-
dian Affairs or the Bureau of Indian Education, 
this action shall not diminish the Federal Gov-
ernment’s trust responsibility to that tribe, or 
the government-to-government relationship be-
tween the United States and that tribe, or that 
tribe’s ability to access future appropriations. 

Notwithstanding any other provision of law, 
no funds available to the Bureau of Indian 
Education, other than the amounts provided 
herein for assistance to public schools under 25 
U.S.C. 452 et seq., shall be available to support 
the operation of any elementary or secondary 
school in the State of Alaska. 

No funds available to the Bureau of Indian 
Education shall be used to support expanded 
grades for any school or dormitory beyond the 
grade structure in place or approved by the Sec-
retary of the Interior at each school in the Bu-
reau of Indian Education school system as of 
October 1, 1995, except that the Secretary of the 
Interior may waive this prohibition to support 
expansion of up to one additional grade when 
the Secretary determines such waiver is needed 
to support accomplishment of the mission of the 
Bureau of Indian Education, or more than one 
grade to expand the elementary grade structure 
for the Bureau-funded schools with a K–2 grade 
structure on October 1, 1996. Appropriations 
made available in this or any prior Act for 
schools funded by the Bureau shall be available, 
in accordance with the Bureau’s funding for-
mula, only to the schools in the Bureau school 

system as of September 1, 1996, and to any 
school or school program that was reinstated in 
fiscal year 2012. Funds made available under 
this Act may not be used to establish a charter 
school at a Bureau-funded school (as that term 
is defined in section 1141 of the Education 
Amendments of 1978 (25 U.S.C. 2021)), except 
that a charter school that is in existence on the 
date of the enactment of this Act and that has 
operated at a Bureau-funded school before Sep-
tember 1, 1999, may continue to operate during 
that period, but only if the charter school pays 
to the Bureau a pro rata share of funds to reim-
burse the Bureau for the use of the real and per-
sonal property (including buses and vans), the 
funds of the charter school are kept separate 
and apart from Bureau funds, and the Bureau 
does not assume any obligation for charter 
school programs of the State in which the school 
is located if the charter school loses such fund-
ing. Employees of Bureau-funded schools shar-
ing a campus with a charter school and per-
forming functions related to the charter school’s 
operation and employees of a charter school 
shall not be treated as Federal employees for 
purposes of chapter 171 of title 28, United States 
Code. 

Notwithstanding any other provision of law, 
including section 113 of title I of appendix C of 
Public Law 106–113, if in fiscal year 2003 or 2004 
a grantee received indirect and administrative 
costs pursuant to a distribution formula based 
on section 5(f) of Public Law 101–301, the Sec-
retary shall continue to distribute indirect and 
administrative cost funds to such grantee using 
the section 5(f) distribution formula. 

Funds available under this Act may not be 
used to establish satellite locations of schools in 
the Bureau school system as of September 1, 
1996, except that the Secretary may waive this 
prohibition in order for an Indian tribe to pro-
vide language and cultural immersion edu-
cational programs for non-public schools located 
within the jurisdictional area of the tribal gov-
ernment which exclusively serve tribal members, 
do not include grades beyond those currently 
served at the existing Bureau-funded school, 
provide an educational environment with edu-
cator presence and academic facilities com-
parable to the Bureau-funded school, comply 
with all applicable Tribal, Federal, or State 
health and safety standards, and the Americans 
with Disabilities Act, and demonstrate the bene-
fits of establishing operations at a satellite loca-
tion in lieu of incurring extraordinary costs, 
such as for transportation or other impacts to 
students such as those caused by busing stu-
dents extended distances: Provided, That no 
funds available under this Act may be used to 
fund operations, maintenance, rehabilitation, 
construction or other facilities-related costs for 
such assets that are not owned by the Bureau: 
Provided further, That the term ‘‘satellite 
school’’ means a school location physically sep-
arated from the existing Bureau school by more 
than 50 miles but that forms part of the existing 
school in all other respects. 

Funds made available within Operation of In-
dian Programs, Operation of Indian Education 
Programs, Construction, and Education Con-
struction may be used to execute requested ad-
justments in tribal priority allocations. 

DEPARTMENTAL OFFICES 

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY 

DEPARTMENTAL OPERATIONS 

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 

For necessary expenses for management of the 
Department of the Interior and for grants and 
cooperative agreements, as authorized by law, 
$136,244,000, to remain available until September 
30, 2021; of which not to exceed $15,000 may be 
for official reception and representation ex-
penses; and of which up to $1,000,000 shall be 
available for workers compensation payments 
and unemployment compensation payments as-
sociated with the orderly closure of the United 

States Bureau of Mines; and of which $9,000,000 
for the Appraisal and Valuation Service Office 
is to be derived from the Land and Water Con-
servation Fund and shall remain available until 
expended; and of which $11,061,000 for Indian 
land, mineral, and resource valuation activities 
shall remain available until expended: Provided, 
That funds for Indian land, mineral, and re-
source valuation activities may, as needed, be 
transferred to and merged with the Bureau of 
Indian Affairs ‘‘Operation of Indian Programs’’ 
account, and the Bureau of Indian Education 
‘‘Operation of Indian Education Programs’’ ac-
count and the Office of the Special Trustee for 
American Indians ‘‘Federal Trust Programs’’ 
account: Provided further, That funds made 
available through contracts or grants obligated 
during fiscal year 2019, as authorized by the In-
dian Self-Determination Act of 1975 (25 U.S.C. 
5301 et seq.), shall remain available until ex-
pended by the contractor or grantee. 

ADMINISTRATIVE PROVISIONS 

For fiscal year 2020, up to $400,000 of the pay-
ments authorized by chapter 69 of title 31, 
United States Code, may be retained for admin-
istrative expenses of the Payments in Lieu of 
Taxes Program: Provided, That the amounts 
provided under this Act specifically for the Pay-
ments in Lieu of Taxes program are the only 
amounts available for payments authorized 
under chapter 69 of title 31, United States Code: 
Provided further, That in the event the sums 
appropriated for any fiscal year for payments 
pursuant to this chapter are insufficient to 
make the full payments authorized by that 
chapter to all units of local government, then 
the payment to each local government shall be 
made proportionally: Provided further, That the 
Secretary may make adjustments to payment to 
individual units of local government to correct 
for prior overpayments or underpayments: Pro-
vided further, That no payment shall be made 
pursuant to that chapter to otherwise eligible 
units of local government if the computed 
amount of the payment is less than $100. 

INSULAR AFFAIRS 

ASSISTANCE TO TERRITORIES 

For expenses necessary for assistance to terri-
tories under the jurisdiction of the Department 
of the Interior and other jurisdictions identified 
in section 104(e) of Public Law 108–188, 
$102,131,000, of which: (1) $92,640,000 shall re-
main available until expended for territorial as-
sistance, including general technical assistance, 
maintenance assistance, disaster assistance, 
coral reef initiative activities, and brown tree 
snake control and research; grants to the judici-
ary in American Samoa for compensation and 
expenses, as authorized by law (48 U.S.C. 
1661(c)); grants to the Government of American 
Samoa, in addition to current local revenues, for 
construction and support of governmental func-
tions; grants to the Government of the Virgin Is-
lands, as authorized by law; grants to the Gov-
ernment of Guam, as authorized by law; and 
grants to the Government of the Northern Mar-
iana Islands, as authorized by law (Public Law 
94–241; 90 Stat. 272); and (2) $9,491,000 shall be 
available until September 30, 2021, for salaries 
and expenses of the Office of Insular Affairs: 
Provided, That all financial transactions of the 
territorial and local governments herein pro-
vided for, including such transactions of all 
agencies or instrumentalities established or used 
by such governments, may be audited by the 
Government Accountability Office, at its discre-
tion, in accordance with chapter 35 of title 31, 
United States Code: Provided further, That 
Northern Mariana Islands Covenant grant 
funding shall be provided according to those 
terms of the Agreement of the Special Represent-
atives on Future United States Financial Assist-
ance for the Northern Mariana Islands ap-
proved by Public Law 104–134: Provided further, 
That the funds for the program of operations 
and maintenance improvement are appropriated 
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to institutionalize routine operations and main-
tenance improvement of capital infrastructure 
with territorial participation and cost sharing to 
be determined by the Secretary based on the 
grantee’s commitment to timely maintenance of 
its capital assets: Provided further, That any 
appropriation for disaster assistance under this 
heading in this Act or previous appropriations 
Acts may be used as non–Federal matching 
funds for the purpose of hazard mitigation 
grants provided pursuant to section 404 of the 
Robert T. Stafford Disaster Relief and Emer-
gency Assistance Act (42 U.S.C. 5170c). 

COMPACT OF FREE ASSOCIATION 
For grants and necessary expenses, $8,463,000, 

to remain available until expended, as provided 
for in sections 221(a)(2) and 233 of the Compact 
of Free Association for the Republic of Palau; 
and section 221(a)(2) of the Compacts of Free 
Association for the Government of the Republic 
of the Marshall Islands and the Federated 
States of Micronesia, as authorized by Public 
Law 99–658 and Public Law 108–188: Provided, 
That of the funds appropriated under this head-
ing, $5,000,000 is for deposit into the Compact 
Trust Fund of the Republic of the Marshall Is-
lands as compensation authorized by Public 
Law 108–188 for adverse financial and economic 
impacts. 

ADMINISTRATIVE PROVISIONS 
(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 

At the request of the Governor of Guam, the 
Secretary may transfer discretionary funds or 
mandatory funds provided under section 104(e) 
of Public Law 108–188 and Public Law 104–134, 
that are allocated for Guam, to the Secretary of 
Agriculture for the subsidy cost of direct or 
guaranteed loans, plus not to exceed three per-
cent of the amount of the subsidy transferred 
for the cost of loan administration, for the pur-
poses authorized by the Rural Electrification 
Act of 1936 and section 306(a)(1) of the Consoli-
dated Farm and Rural Development Act for con-
struction and repair projects in Guam, and such 
funds shall remain available until expended: 
Provided, That such costs, including the cost of 
modifying such loans, shall be as defined in sec-
tion 502 of the Congressional Budget Act of 1974: 
Provided further, That such loans or loan guar-
antees may be made without regard to the popu-
lation of the area, credit elsewhere require-
ments, and restrictions on the types of eligible 
entities under the Rural Electrification Act of 
1936 and section 306(a)(1) of the Consolidated 
Farm and Rural Development Act: Provided fur-
ther, That any funds transferred to the Sec-
retary of Agriculture shall be in addition to 
funds otherwise made available to make or 
guarantee loans under such authorities. 

OFFICE OF THE SOLICITOR 
SALARIES AND EXPENSES 

For necessary expenses of the Office of the So-
licitor, $66,816,000. 

OFFICE OF INSPECTOR GENERAL 
SALARIES AND EXPENSES 

For necessary expenses of the Office of In-
spector General, $53,000,000. 
OFFICE OF THE SPECIAL TRUSTEE FOR AMERICAN 

INDIANS 
FEDERAL TRUST PROGRAMS 

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 
For the operation of trust programs for Indi-

ans by direct expenditure, contracts, cooperative 
agreements, compacts, and grants, $111,540,000, 
to remain available until expended, of which 
not to exceed $19,016,000 from this or any other 
Act, may be available for historical accounting: 
Provided, That funds for trust management im-
provements and litigation support may, as need-
ed, be transferred to or merged with the Bureau 
of Indian Affairs ‘‘Operation of Indian Pro-
grams’’ account, the Bureau of Indian Edu-
cation, ‘‘Operation of Indian Education Pro-
grams’’ account, the Office of the Solicitor, 

‘‘Salaries and Expenses’’ account, and the Of-
fice of the Secretary, ‘‘Departmental Oper-
ations’’ account: Provided further, That funds 
made available through contracts or grants obli-
gated during fiscal year 2020, as authorized by 
the Indian Self-Determination Act of 1975 (25 
U.S.C. 5301 et seq.), shall remain available until 
expended by the contractor or grantee: Provided 
further, That notwithstanding any other provi-
sion of law, the Secretary shall not be required 
to provide a quarterly statement of performance 
for any Indian trust account that has not had 
activity for at least 15 months and has a bal-
ance of $15 or less: Provided further, That the 
Secretary shall issue an annual account state-
ment and maintain a record of any such ac-
counts and shall permit the balance in each 
such account to be withdrawn upon the express 
written request of the account holder: Provided 
further, That not to exceed $50,000 is available 
for the Secretary to make payments to correct 
administrative errors of either disbursements 
from or deposits to Individual Indian Money or 
Tribal accounts after September 30, 2002: Pro-
vided further, That erroneous payments that are 
recovered shall be credited to and remain avail-
able in this account for this purpose: Provided 
further, That the Secretary shall not be required 
to reconcile Special Deposit Accounts with a 
balance of less than $500 unless the Office of the 
Special Trustee receives proof of ownership from 
a Special Deposit Accounts claimant: Provided 
further, That notwithstanding section 102 of the 
American Indian Trust Fund Management Re-
form Act of 1994 (Public Law 103–412) or any 
other provision of law, the Secretary may aggre-
gate the trust accounts of individuals whose 
whereabouts are unknown for a continuous pe-
riod of at least five years and shall not be re-
quired to generate periodic statements of per-
formance for the individual accounts: Provided 
further, That with respect to the eighth proviso, 
the Secretary shall continue to maintain suffi-
cient records to determine the balance of the in-
dividual accounts, including any accrued inter-
est and income, and such funds shall remain 
available to the individual account holders. 

DEPARTMENT-WIDE PROGRAMS 
WILDLAND FIRE MANAGEMENT 

(INCLUDING TRANSFERS OF FUNDS) 
For necessary expenses for fire preparedness, 

fire suppression operations, fire science and re-
search, emergency rehabilitation, fuels manage-
ment activities, and rural fire assistance by the 
Department of the Interior, $952,338,000, to re-
main available until expended, of which not to 
exceed $18,427,000 shall be for the renovation or 
construction of fire facilities: Provided, That 
such funds are also available for repayment of 
advances to other appropriation accounts from 
which funds were previously transferred for 
such purposes: Provided further, That of the 
funds provided $194,000,000 is for fuels manage-
ment activities: Provided further, That of the 
funds provided $20,470,000 is for burned area re-
habilitation: Provided further, That persons 
hired pursuant to 43 U.S.C. 1469 may be fur-
nished subsistence and lodging without cost 
from funds available from this appropriation: 
Provided further, That notwithstanding 42 
U.S.C. 1856d, sums received by a bureau or of-
fice of the Department of the Interior for fire 
protection rendered pursuant to 42 U.S.C. 1856 
et seq., protection of United States property, 
may be credited to the appropriation from which 
funds were expended to provide that protection, 
and are available without fiscal year limitation: 
Provided further, That using the amounts des-
ignated under this title of this Act, the Sec-
retary of the Interior may enter into procure-
ment contracts, grants, or cooperative agree-
ments, for fuels management activities, and for 
training and monitoring associated with such 
fuels management activities on Federal land, or 
on adjacent non-Federal land for activities that 
benefit resources on Federal land: Provided fur-
ther, That the costs of implementing any cooper-

ative agreement between the Federal Govern-
ment and any non-Federal entity may be 
shared, as mutually agreed on by the affected 
parties: Provided further, That notwithstanding 
requirements of the Competition in Contracting 
Act, the Secretary, for purposes of fuels man-
agement activities, may obtain maximum prac-
ticable competition among: (1) local private, 
nonprofit, or cooperative entities; (2) Youth 
Conservation Corps crews, Public Lands Corps 
(Public Law 109–154), or related partnerships 
with State, local, or nonprofit youth groups; (3) 
small or micro-businesses; or (4) other entities 
that will hire or train locally a significant per-
centage, defined as 50 percent or more, of the 
project workforce to complete such contracts: 
Provided further, That in implementing this sec-
tion, the Secretary shall develop written guid-
ance to field units to ensure accountability and 
consistent application of the authorities pro-
vided herein: Provided further, That funds ap-
propriated under this heading may be used to 
reimburse the United States Fish and Wildlife 
Service and the National Marine Fisheries Serv-
ice for the costs of carrying out their respon-
sibilities under the Endangered Species Act of 
1973 (16 U.S.C. 1531 et seq.) to consult and con-
ference, as required by section 7 of such Act, in 
connection with wildland fire management ac-
tivities: Provided further, That the Secretary of 
the Interior may use wildland fire appropria-
tions to enter into leases of real property with 
local governments, at or below fair market 
value, to construct capitalized improvements for 
fire facilities on such leased properties, includ-
ing but not limited to fire guard stations, retard-
ant stations, and other initial attack and fire 
support facilities, and to make advance pay-
ments for any such lease or for construction ac-
tivity associated with the lease: Provided fur-
ther, That the Secretary of the Interior and the 
Secretary of Agriculture may authorize the 
transfer of funds appropriated for wildland fire 
management, in an aggregate amount not to ex-
ceed $50,000,000, between the Departments when 
such transfers would facilitate and expedite 
wildland fire management programs and 
projects: Provided further, That funds provided 
for wildfire suppression shall be available for 
support of Federal emergency response actions: 
Provided further, That funds appropriated 
under this heading shall be available for assist-
ance to or through the Department of State in 
connection with forest and rangeland research, 
technical information, and assistance in foreign 
countries, and, with the concurrence of the Sec-
retary of State, shall be available to support for-
estry, wildland fire management, and related 
natural resource activities outside the United 
States and its territories and possessions, in-
cluding technical assistance, education and 
training, and cooperation with United States 
and international organizations: Provided fur-
ther, That of the funds provided under this 
heading $383,657,000 is provided to meet the 
terms of section 251(b)(2)(F)(ii)(I) of the Bal-
anced Budget and Emergency Deficit Control 
Act of 1985, as amended. 

In addition to the amounts provided under 
this heading for wildfire suppression operations, 
$300,000,000, to remain available until expended, 
is additional new budget authority as specified 
for purposes of section 251(b)(2)(F) of the Bal-
anced Budget and Emergency Deficit Control 
Act of 1985: Provided, That the Secretary of the 
Department of the Interior may transfer such 
amounts to the Department of Agriculture for 
wildfire suppression operations. 

CENTRAL HAZARDOUS MATERIALS FUND 
For necessary expenses of the Department of 

the Interior and any of its component offices 
and bureaus for the response action, including 
associated activities, performed pursuant to the 
Comprehensive Environmental Response, Com-
pensation, and Liability Act (42 U.S.C. 9601 et 
seq.), $10,010,000, to remain available until ex-
pended. 
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NATURAL RESOURCE DAMAGE ASSESSMENT AND 

RESTORATION 

NATURAL RESOURCE DAMAGE ASSESSMENT FUND 

To conduct natural resource damage assess-
ment, restoration activities, and onshore oil spill 
preparedness by the Department of the Interior 
necessary to carry out the provisions of the 
Comprehensive Environmental Response, Com-
pensation, and Liability Act (42 U.S.C. 9601 et 
seq.), the Federal Water Pollution Control Act 
(33 U.S.C. 1251 et seq.), the Oil Pollution Act of 
1990 (33 U.S.C. 2701 et seq.), and 54 U.S.C. 
100721 et seq., $7,767,000, to remain available 
until expended. 

WORKING CAPITAL FUND 

For the operation and maintenance of a de-
partmental financial and business management 
system, information technology improvements of 
general benefit to the Department, cybersecu-
rity, and the consolidation of facilities and op-
erations throughout the Department, 
$68,235,000, to remain available until expended: 
Provided, That none of the funds appropriated 
in this Act or any other Act may be used to es-
tablish reserves in the Working Capital Fund 
account other than for accrued annual leave 
and depreciation of equipment without prior ap-
proval of the Committees on Appropriations of 
the House of Representatives and the Senate: 
Provided further, That the Secretary may assess 
reasonable charges to State, local and tribal 
government employees for training services pro-
vided by the National Indian Program Training 
Center, other than training related to Public 
Law 93–638: Provided further, That the Sec-
retary may lease or otherwise provide space and 
related facilities, equipment or professional serv-
ices of the National Indian Program Training 
Center to State, local and tribal government em-
ployees or persons or organizations engaged in 
cultural, educational, or recreational activities 
(as defined in section 3306(a) of title 40, United 
States Code) at the prevailing rate for similar 
space, facilities, equipment, or services in the vi-
cinity of the National Indian Program Training 
Center: Provided further, That all funds re-
ceived pursuant to the two preceding provisos 
shall be credited to this account, shall be avail-
able until expended, and shall be used by the 
Secretary for necessary expenses of the National 
Indian Program Training Center: Provided fur-
ther, That the Secretary may enter into grants 
and cooperative agreements to support the Of-
fice of Natural Resource Revenue’s collection 
and disbursement of royalties, fees, and other 
mineral revenue proceeds, as authorized by law. 

ADMINISTRATIVE PROVISION 

There is hereby authorized for acquisition 
from available resources within the Working 
Capital Fund, aircraft which may be obtained 
by donation, purchase or through available ex-
cess surplus property: Provided, That existing 
aircraft being replaced may be sold, with pro-
ceeds derived or trade-in value used to offset the 
purchase price for the replacement aircraft. 

OFFICE OF NATURAL RESOURCES REVENUE 

For necessary expenses for management of the 
collection and disbursement of royalties, fees, 
and other mineral revenue proceeds, and for 
grants and cooperative agreements, as author-
ized by law, $147,330,000, to remain available 
until September 30, 2021; of which $50,651,000 
shall remain available until expended for the 
purpose of mineral revenue management activi-
ties: Provided, That notwithstanding any other 
provision of law, $15,000 shall be available for 
refunds of overpayments in connection with cer-
tain Indian leases in which the Secretary con-
curred with the claimed refund due, to pay 
amounts owed to Indian allottees or tribes, or to 
correct prior unrecoverable erroneous payments. 

GENERAL PROVISIONS, DEPARTMENT OF THE 
INTERIOR 

(INCLUDING TRANSFERS OF FUNDS) 
EMERGENCY TRANSFER AUTHORITY—INTRA- 

BUREAU 
SEC. 101. Appropriations made in this title 

shall be available for expenditure or transfer 
(within each bureau or office), with the ap-
proval of the Secretary, for the emergency re-
construction, replacement, or repair of aircraft, 
buildings, utilities, or other facilities or equip-
ment damaged or destroyed by fire, flood, storm, 
or other unavoidable causes: Provided, That no 
funds shall be made available under this au-
thority until funds specifically made available 
to the Department of the Interior for emer-
gencies shall have been exhausted: Provided 
further, That all funds used pursuant to this 
section must be replenished by a supplemental 
appropriation, which must be requested as 
promptly as possible. 

EMERGENCY TRANSFER AUTHORITY— 
DEPARTMENT-WIDE 

SEC. 102. The Secretary may authorize the ex-
penditure or transfer of any no year appropria-
tion in this title, in addition to the amounts in-
cluded in the budget programs of the several 
agencies, for the suppression or emergency pre-
vention of wildland fires on or threatening 
lands under the jurisdiction of the Department 
of the Interior; for the emergency rehabilitation 
of burned-over lands under its jurisdiction; for 
emergency actions related to potential or actual 
earthquakes, floods, volcanoes, storms, or other 
unavoidable causes; for contingency planning 
subsequent to actual oil spills; for response and 
natural resource damage assessment activities 
related to actual oil spills or releases of haz-
ardous substances into the environment; for the 
prevention, suppression, and control of actual 
or potential grasshopper and Mormon cricket 
outbreaks on lands under the jurisdiction of the 
Secretary, pursuant to the authority in section 
417(b) of Public Law 106–224 (7 U.S.C. 7717(b)); 
for emergency reclamation projects under sec-
tion 410 of Public Law 95–87; and shall transfer, 
from any no year funds available to the Office 
of Surface Mining Reclamation and Enforce-
ment, such funds as may be necessary to permit 
assumption of regulatory authority in the event 
a primacy State is not carrying out the regu-
latory provisions of the Surface Mining Act: 
Provided, That appropriations made in this title 
for wildland fire operations shall be available 
for the payment of obligations incurred during 
the preceding fiscal year, and for reimbursement 
to other Federal agencies for destruction of ve-
hicles, aircraft, or other equipment in connec-
tion with their use for wildland fire operations, 
with such reimbursement to be credited to ap-
propriations currently available at the time of 
receipt thereof: Provided further, That for 
wildland fire operations, no funds shall be made 
available under this authority until the Sec-
retary determines that funds appropriated for 
‘‘wildland fire suppression’’ shall be exhausted 
within 30 days: Provided further, That all funds 
used pursuant to this section must be replen-
ished by a supplemental appropriation, which 
must be requested as promptly as possible: Pro-
vided further, That such replenishment funds 
shall be used to reimburse, on a pro rata basis, 
accounts from which emergency funds were 
transferred. 

AUTHORIZED USE OF FUNDS 
SEC. 103. Appropriations made to the Depart-

ment of the Interior in this title shall be avail-
able for services as authorized by section 3109 of 
title 5, United States Code, when authorized by 
the Secretary, in total amount not to exceed 
$500,000; purchase and replacement of motor ve-
hicles, including specially equipped law enforce-
ment vehicles; hire, maintenance, and operation 
of aircraft; hire of passenger motor vehicles; 
purchase of reprints; payment for telephone 
service in private residences in the field, when 

authorized under regulations approved by the 
Secretary; and the payment of dues, when au-
thorized by the Secretary, for library member-
ship in societies or associations which issue pub-
lications to members only or at a price to mem-
bers lower than to subscribers who are not mem-
bers. 

AUTHORIZED USE OF FUNDS, INDIAN TRUST 
MANAGEMENT 

SEC. 104. Appropriations made in this Act 
under the headings Bureau of Indian Affairs 
and Bureau of Indian Education, and Office of 
the Special Trustee for American Indians and 
any unobligated balances from prior appropria-
tions Acts made under the same headings shall 
be available for expenditure or transfer for In-
dian trust management and reform activities. 
Total funding for historical accounting activi-
ties shall not exceed amounts specifically des-
ignated in this Act for such purpose. 

REDISTRIBUTION OF FUNDS, BUREAU OF INDIAN 
AFFAIRS 

SEC. 105. Notwithstanding any other provision 
of law, the Secretary of the Interior is author-
ized to redistribute any Tribal Priority Alloca-
tion funds, including tribal base funds, to al-
leviate tribal funding inequities by transferring 
funds to address identified, unmet needs, dual 
enrollment, overlapping service areas or inac-
curate distribution methodologies. No tribe shall 
receive a reduction in Tribal Priority Allocation 
funds of more than 10 percent in fiscal year 
2020. Under circumstances of dual enrollment, 
overlapping service areas or inaccurate distribu-
tion methodologies, the 10 percent limitation 
does not apply. 

ELLIS, GOVERNORS, AND LIBERTY ISLANDS 
SEC. 106. Notwithstanding any other provision 

of law, the Secretary of the Interior is author-
ized to acquire lands, waters, or interests there-
in including the use of all or part of any pier, 
dock, or landing within the State of New York 
and the State of New Jersey, for the purpose of 
operating and maintaining facilities in the sup-
port of transportation and accommodation of 
visitors to Ellis, Governors, and Liberty Islands, 
and of other program and administrative activi-
ties, by donation or with appropriated funds, 
including franchise fees (and other monetary 
consideration), or by exchange; and the Sec-
retary is authorized to negotiate and enter into 
leases, subleases, concession contracts or other 
agreements for the use of such facilities on such 
terms and conditions as the Secretary may de-
termine reasonable. 

OUTER CONTINENTAL SHELF INSPECTION FEES 
SEC. 107. (a) In fiscal year 2020, the Secretary 

shall collect a nonrefundable inspection fee, 
which shall be deposited in the ‘‘Offshore Safety 
and Environmental Enforcement’’ account, from 
the designated operator for facilities subject to 
inspection under 43 U.S.C. 1348(c). 

(b) Annual fees shall be collected for facilities 
that are above the waterline, excluding drilling 
rigs, and are in place at the start of the fiscal 
year. Fees for fiscal year 2020 shall be: 

(1) $10,500 for facilities with no wells, but with 
processing equipment or gathering lines; 

(2) $17,000 for facilities with 1 to 10 wells, with 
any combination of active or inactive wells; and 

(3) $31,500 for facilities with more than 10 
wells, with any combination of active or inac-
tive wells. 

(c) Fees for drilling rigs shall be assessed for 
all inspections completed in fiscal year 2020. 
Fees for fiscal year 2020 shall be: 

(1) $30,500 per inspection for rigs operating in 
water depths of 500 feet or more; and 

(2) $16,700 per inspection for rigs operating in 
water depths of less than 500 feet. 

(d) The Secretary shall bill designated opera-
tors under subsection (b) within 60 days, with 
payment required within 30 days of billing. The 
Secretary shall bill designated operators under 
subsection (c) within 30 days of the end of the 
month in which the inspection occurred, with 
payment required within 30 days of billing. 
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CONTRACTS AND AGREEMENTS FOR WILD HORSE 

AND BURRO HOLDING FACILITIES 

SEC. 108. Notwithstanding any other provision 
of this Act, the Secretary of the Interior may 
enter into multiyear cooperative agreements 
with nonprofit organizations and other appro-
priate entities, and may enter into multiyear 
contracts in accordance with the provisions of 
section 3903 of title 41, United States Code (ex-
cept that the 5-year term restriction in sub-
section (a) shall not apply), for the long-term 
care and maintenance of excess wild free roam-
ing horses and burros by such organizations or 
entities on private land. Such cooperative agree-
ments and contracts may not exceed 10 years, 
subject to renewal at the discretion of the Sec-
retary. 

MASS MARKING OF SALMONIDS 

SEC. 109. The United States Fish and Wildlife 
Service shall, in carrying out its responsibilities 
to protect threatened and endangered species of 
salmon, implement a system of mass marking of 
salmonid stocks, intended for harvest, that are 
released from federally operated or federally fi-
nanced hatcheries including but not limited to 
fish releases of coho, chinook, and steelhead 
species. Marked fish must have a visible mark 
that can be readily identified by commercial and 
recreational fishers. 

CONTRACTS AND AGREEMENTS WITH INDIAN 
AFFAIRS 

SEC. 110. Notwithstanding any other provision 
of law, during fiscal year 2020, in carrying out 
work involving cooperation with State, local, 
and tribal governments or any political subdivi-
sion thereof, Indian Affairs may record obliga-
tions against accounts receivable from any such 
entities, except that total obligations at the end 
of the fiscal year shall not exceed total budg-
etary resources available at the end of the fiscal 
year. 

HUMANE TRANSFER OF EXCESS ANIMALS 

SEC. 111. Notwithstanding any other provision 
of law, the Secretary of the Interior may trans-
fer excess wild horses or burros that have been 
removed from the public lands to other Federal, 
State, and local government agencies for use as 
work animals: Provided, That the Secretary may 
make any such transfer immediately upon re-
quest of such Federal, State, or local govern-
ment agency: Provided further, That any excess 
animal transferred under this provision shall 
lose its status as a wild free-roaming horse or 
burro as defined in the Wild Free-Roaming 
Horses and Burros Act: Provided further, That 
any Federal, State, or local government agency 
receiving excess wild horses or burros as author-
ized in this section shall not: destroy the horses 
or burros in a way that results in their destruc-
tion into commercial products; sell or otherwise 
transfer the horses or burros in a way that re-
sults in their destruction for processing into 
commercial products; or euthanize the horses or 
burros except upon the recommendation of a li-
censed veterinarian, in cases of severe injury, 
illness, or advanced age. 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR EXPERIENCED 
SERVICES PROGRAM 

SEC. 112. (a) Notwithstanding any other provi-
sion of law relating to Federal grants and coop-
erative agreements, the Secretary of the Interior 
is authorized to make grants to, or enter into co-
operative agreements with, private nonprofit or-
ganizations designated by the Secretary of 
Labor under title V of the Older Americans Act 
of 1965 to utilize the talents of older Americans 
in programs authorized by other provisions of 
law administered by the Secretary and con-
sistent with such provisions of law. 

(b) Prior to awarding any grant or agreement 
under subsection (a), the Secretary shall ensure 
that the agreement would not— 

(1) result in the displacement of individuals 
currently employed by the Department, includ-
ing partial displacement through reduction of 

non-overtime hours, wages, or employment bene-
fits; 

(2) result in the use of an individual under the 
Department of the Interior Experienced Services 
Program for a job or function in a case in which 
a Federal employee is in a layoff status from the 
same or substantially equivalent job within the 
Department; or 

(3) affect existing contracts for services. 
PAYMENTS IN LIEU OF TAXES (PILT) 

SEC. 113. Section 6906 of title 31, United States 
Code, is amended by striking ‘‘fiscal year 2019’’ 
and inserting ‘‘fiscal year 2020’’. 

OBLIGATION OF FUNDS 
SEC. 114. Amounts appropriated by this Act to 

the Department of the Interior shall be available 
for obligation and expenditure not later than 60 
days after the date of enactment of this Act. 

SAGE-GROUSE 
SEC. 115. None of the funds made available by 

this or any other Act may be used by the Sec-
retary of the Interior to write or issue pursuant 
to section 4 of the Endangered Species Act of 
1973 (16 U.S.C. 1533)— 

(1) a proposed rule for greater sage-grouse 
(Centrocercus urophasianus); 

(2) a proposed rule for the Columbia basin dis-
tinct population segment of greater sage-grouse. 

BUREAU OF OCEAN ENERGY MANAGEMENT, 
REGULATION AND ENFORCEMENT REORGANIZATION 

SEC. 116. The Secretary of the Interior, in 
order to implement a reorganization of the Bu-
reau of Ocean Energy Management, Regulation 
and Enforcement, may transfer funds among 
and between the successor offices and bureaus 
affected by the reorganization only in conform-
ance with the reprogramming guidelines de-
scribed in the report accompanying this Act. 

LAW ENFORCEMENT REPORTING 
SEC. 117. The Bureau of Indian Affairs shall 

conduct a study to identify the law enforcement 
staffing needs of Indian Tribes, which shall in-
clude— 

(1) a detailed analysis, by Indian Tribe, of 
law enforcement hiring impediments and chal-
lenges; 

(2) a strategy on how to recruit and train law 
enforcement officers and fill law enforcement 
vacancies; and 

(3) a proposed strategy that could be used to 
address the impediments and challenges identi-
fied in paragraph (1). 

GAO STUDY ON OUTDOOR RECREATION 
SEC. 118. (a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section: 
(1) COVERED AGENCY.—The term ‘‘covered 

agency’’ means— 
(A) the Department of Agriculture; 
(B) the Department of the Interior; 
(C) the Corps of Engineers; 
(D) the National Marine Fisheries Service; 

and 
(E) the Office of National Marine Sanctuaries 

of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Ad-
ministration. 

(2) OUTDOOR RECREATION.—The term ‘‘out-
door recreation’’ means all recreational activi-
ties undertaken for pleasure that— 

(A) generally involve some level of intentional 
physical exertion; and 

(B) occur in nature-based environments out-
doors. 

(b) STUDY REQUIRED.—The Comptroller Gen-
eral of the United States shall conduct a study 
that— 

(1) identifies each program carried out by a 
covered agency that directly impacts the out-
door recreation sector, including each program 
that affects the management and conservation 
of, and access to, the land, waters, and natural 
resources of the United States; and 

(2) describes, for each program identified 
under paragraph (1), the spending level for that 
program during each of the 20 fiscal years pre-
ceding the year in which the report is submitted. 

(c) REQUIRED COORDINATION.—In conducting 
the study under subsection (b), the Comptroller 

General of the United States shall coordinate 
with the outdoor recreation industry, non-
governmental organizations, the Bureau of Eco-
nomic Analysis of the Department of Commerce, 
and other interested stakeholders. 

(d) REPORT.—Not later 240 days after the date 
of enactment of this Act, the Comptroller Gen-
eral of the United States shall submit to the ap-
propriate committees of Congress a report that 
describes the results of the study conducted 
under subsection (b). 

TITLE II 
ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 

SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY 
For science and technology, including re-

search and development activities, which shall 
include research and development activities 
under the Comprehensive Environmental Re-
sponse, Compensation, and Liability Act of 1980; 
necessary expenses for personnel and related 
costs and travel expenses; procurement of lab-
oratory equipment and supplies; and other oper-
ating expenses in support of research and devel-
opment, $713,259,000, to remain available until 
September 30, 2021: Provided, That of the funds 
included under this heading, $6,000,000 shall be 
for Research: National Priorities as specified in 
the report accompanying this Act. 
ENVIRONMENTAL PROGRAMS AND MANAGEMENT 
For environmental programs and manage-

ment, including necessary expenses, not other-
wise provided for, for personnel and related 
costs and travel expenses; hire of passenger 
motor vehicles; hire, maintenance, and oper-
ation of aircraft; purchase of reprints; library 
memberships in societies or associations which 
issue publications to members only or at a price 
to members lower than to subscribers who are 
not members; administrative costs of the 
brownfields program under the Small Business 
Liability Relief and Brownfields Revitalization 
Act of 2002; implementation of a coal combustion 
residual permit program under section 2301 of 
the Water and Waste Act of 2016; and not to ex-
ceed $31,000 for official reception and represen-
tation expenses, $2,623,582,000, to remain avail-
able until September 30, 2021: Provided, That of 
the funds included under this heading, 
$17,700,000 shall be for Environmental Protec-
tion: National Priorities as specified in the re-
port accompanying this Act: Provided further, 
That of the funds included under this heading, 
$471,741,000 shall be for Geographic Programs 
specified in the report accompanying this Act. 

In addition, $5,000,000 to remain available 
until expended, for necessary expenses of activi-
ties described in section 26(b)(1) of the Toxic 
Substances Control Act (15 U.S.C. 2625(b)(1)): 
Provided, That fees collected pursuant to that 
section of that Act and deposited in the ‘‘TSCA 
Service Fee Fund’’ as discretionary offsetting 
receipts in fiscal year 2020 shall be retained and 
used for necessary salaries and expenses in this 
appropriation and shall remain available until 
expended: Provided further, That the sum here-
in appropriated in this paragraph from the gen-
eral fund for fiscal year 2020 shall be reduced by 
the amount of discretionary offsetting receipts 
received during fiscal year 2020, so as to result 
in a final fiscal year 2020 appropriation from 
the general fund estimated at not more than $0: 
Provided further, That to the extent that 
amounts realized from such receipts exceed 
$5,000,000, those amount in excess of $5,000,000 
shall be deposited in the ‘‘TSCA Service Fee 
Fund’’ as discretionary offsetting receipts in fis-
cal year 2020, shall be retained and used for 
necessary salaries and expenses in this account, 
and shall remain available until expended: Pro-
vided further, That of the funds included in the 
first paragraph under this heading, the Chem-
ical Risk Review and Reduction program project 
shall be allocated for this fiscal year, excluding 
the amount of any fees appropriated, not less 
than the amount of appropriations for that pro-
gram project for fiscal year 2014. 
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HAZARDOUS WASTE ELECTRONIC MANIFEST 

SYSTEM FUND 

For necessary expenses to carry out section 
3024 of the Solid Waste Disposal Act (42 U.S.C. 
6939g), including the development, operation, 
maintenance, and upgrading of the hazardous 
waste electronic manifest system established by 
such section, $8,000,000, to remain available 
until expended: Provided, That the sum herein 
appropriated from the general fund shall be re-
duced as offsetting collections under such sec-
tion 3024 are received during fiscal year 2020, 
which shall remain available until expended 
and be used for necessary expenses in this ap-
propriation, so as to result in a final fiscal year 
2020 appropriation from the general fund esti-
mated at not more than $0: Provided further, 
That to the extent such offsetting collections re-
ceived in fiscal year 2020 exceed $8,000,000, those 
excess amounts shall remain available until ex-
pended and be used for necessary expenses in 
this appropriation. 

OFFICE OF INSPECTOR GENERAL 

For necessary expenses of the Office of In-
spector General in carrying out the provisions of 
the Inspector General Act of 1978, $41,489,000, to 
remain available until September 30, 2021. 

BUILDINGS AND FACILITIES 

For construction, repair, improvement, exten-
sion, alteration, and purchase of fixed equip-
ment or facilities of, or for use by, the Environ-
mental Protection Agency, $34,467,000, to remain 
available until expended. 

HAZARDOUS SUBSTANCE SUPERFUND 

(INCLUDING TRANSFERS OF FUNDS) 

For necessary expenses to carry out the Com-
prehensive Environmental Response, Compensa-
tion, and Liability Act of 1980 (CERCLA), in-
cluding sections 111(c)(3), (c)(5), (c)(6), and 
(e)(4) (42 U.S.C. 9611) $1,167,783,000, to remain 
available until expended, consisting of such 
sums as are available in the Trust Fund on Sep-
tember 30, 2019, as authorized by section 517(a) 
of the Superfund Amendments and Reauthoriza-
tion Act of 1986 (SARA) and up to $1,167,783,000 
as a payment from general revenues to the Haz-
ardous Substance Superfund for purposes as au-
thorized by section 517(b) of SARA: Provided, 
That funds appropriated under this heading 
may be allocated to other Federal agencies in 
accordance with section 111(a) of CERCLA: Pro-
vided further, That of the funds appropriated 
under this heading, $9,586,000 shall be paid to 
the ‘‘Office of Inspector General’’ appropriation 
to remain available until September 30, 2021, 
and $17,775,000 shall be paid to the ‘‘Science 
and Technology’’ appropriation to remain avail-
able until September 30, 2021. 

LEAKING UNDERGROUND STORAGE TANK TRUST 
FUND PROGRAM 

For necessary expenses to carry out leaking 
underground storage tank cleanup activities au-
thorized by subtitle I of the Solid Waste Dis-
posal Act, $91,941,000, to remain available until 
expended, of which $66,572,000 shall be for car-
rying out leaking underground storage tank 
cleanup activities authorized by section 9003(h) 
of the Solid Waste Disposal Act; $25,369,000 shall 
be for carrying out the other provisions of the 
Solid Waste Disposal Act specified in section 
9508(c) of the Internal Revenue Code: Provided, 
That the Administrator is authorized to use ap-
propriations made available under this heading 
to implement section 9013 of the Solid Waste Dis-
posal Act to provide financial assistance to fed-
erally recognized Indian tribes for the develop-
ment and implementation of programs to man-
age underground storage tanks. 

INLAND OIL SPILL PROGRAMS 

For expenses necessary to carry out the Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency’s responsibilities 
under the Oil Pollution Act of 1990, $18,290,000, 
to be derived from the Oil Spill Liability trust 
fund, to remain available until expended. 

STATE AND TRIBAL ASSISTANCE GRANTS 

For environmental programs and infrastruc-
ture assistance, including capitalization grants 
for State revolving funds and performance part-
nership grants, $4,247,028,000, to remain avail-
able until expended, of which— 

(1) $1,638,826,000 shall be for making capital-
ization grants for the Clean Water State Revolv-
ing Funds under title VI of the Federal Water 
Pollution Control Act; and of which 
$1,126,088,000 shall be for making capitalization 
grants for the Drinking Water State Revolving 
Funds under section 1452 of the Safe Drinking 
Water Act: Provided, That for fiscal year 2020, 
to the extent there are sufficient eligible project 
applications and projects are consistent with 
State Intended Use Plans, not less than 10 per-
cent of the funds made available under this title 
to each State for Clean Water State Revolving 
Fund capitalization grants shall be used by the 
State for projects to address green infrastruc-
ture, water or energy efficiency improvements, 
or other environmentally innovative activities: 
Provided further, That for fiscal year 2020, 
funds made available under this title to each 
State for Drinking Water State Revolving Fund 
capitalization grants may, at the discretion of 
each State, be used for projects to address green 
infrastructure, water or energy efficiency im-
provements, or other environmentally innovative 
activities: Provided further, That notwith-
standing section 603(d)(7) of the Federal Water 
Pollution Control Act, the limitation on the 
amounts in a State water pollution control re-
volving fund that may be used by a State to ad-
minister the fund shall not apply to amounts in-
cluded as principal in loans made by such fund 
in fiscal year 2020 and prior years where such 
amounts represent costs of administering the 
fund to the extent that such amounts are or 
were deemed reasonable by the Administrator, 
accounted for separately from other assets in 
the fund, and used for eligible purposes of the 
fund, including administration: Provided fur-
ther, That for fiscal year 2020, notwithstanding 
the provisions of subsections (g)(1), (h), and (l) 
of section 201 of the Federal Water Pollution 
Control Act, grants made under title II of such 
Act for American Samoa, Guam, the common-
wealth of the Northern Marianas, the United 
States Virgin Islands, and the District of Colum-
bia may also be made for the purpose of pro-
viding assistance: (1) solely for facility plans, 
design activities, or plans, specifications, and 
estimates for any proposed project for the con-
struction of treatment works; and (2) for the 
construction, repair, or replacement of privately 
owned treatment works serving one or more 
principal residences or small commercial estab-
lishments: Provided further, That for fiscal year 
2020, notwithstanding the provisions of such 
subsections (g)(1), (h), and (l) of section 201 and 
section 518(c) of the Federal Water Pollution 
Control Act, funds reserved by the Adminis-
trator for grants under section 518(c) of the Fed-
eral Water Pollution Control Act may also be 
used to provide assistance: (1) solely for facility 
plans, design activities, or plans, specifications, 
and estimates for any proposed project for the 
construction of treatment works; and (2) for the 
construction, repair, or replacement of privately 
owned treatment works serving one or more 
principal residences or small commercial estab-
lishments: Provided further, That for fiscal year 
2020, notwithstanding any provision of the Fed-
eral Water Pollution Control Act and regula-
tions issued pursuant thereof, up to a total of 
$2,000,000 of the funds reserved by the Adminis-
trator for grants under section 518(c) of such 
Act may also be used for grants for training, 
technical assistance, and educational programs 
relating to the operation and management of the 
treatment works specified in section 518(c) of 
such Act: Provided further, That for fiscal year 
2020, funds reserved under section 518(c) of such 
Act shall be available for grants only to Indian 
tribes, as defined in section 518(h) of such Act 

and former Indian reservations in Oklahoma (as 
determined by the Secretary of the Interior) and 
Native Villages as defined in Public Law 92–203: 
Provided further, That for fiscal year 2020, not-
withstanding the limitation on amounts in sec-
tion 518(c) of the Federal Water Pollution Con-
trol Act, up to a total of 2 percent of the funds 
appropriated, or $30,000,000, whichever is great-
er, and notwithstanding the limitation on 
amounts in section 1452(i) of the Safe Drinking 
Water Act, up to a total of 2 percent of the 
funds appropriated, or $20,000,000, whichever is 
greater, for State Revolving Funds under such 
Acts may be reserved by the Administrator for 
grants under section 518(c) and section 1452(i) of 
such Acts: Provided further, That for fiscal year 
2020, notwithstanding the amounts specified in 
section 205(c) of the Federal Water Pollution 
Control Act, up to 1.5 percent of the aggregate 
funds appropriated for the Clean Water State 
Revolving Fund program under the Act less any 
sums reserved under section 518(c) of the Act, 
may be reserved by the Administrator for grants 
made under title II of the Federal Water Pollu-
tion Control Act for American Samoa, Guam, 
the Commonwealth of the Northern Marianas, 
and United States Virgin Islands: Provided fur-
ther, That for fiscal year 2020, notwithstanding 
the limitations on amounts specified in section 
1452(j) of the Safe Drinking Water Act, up to 1.5 
percent of the funds appropriated for the Drink-
ing Water State Revolving Fund programs under 
the Safe Drinking Water Act may be reserved by 
the Administrator for grants made under section 
1452(j) of the Safe Drinking Water Act: Provided 
further, That 10 percent of the funds made 
available under this title to each State for Clean 
Water State Revolving Fund capitalization 
grants and 20 percent of the funds made avail-
able under this title to each State for Drinking 
Water State Revolving Fund capitalization 
grants shall be used by the State to provide ad-
ditional subsidy to eligible recipients in the form 
of forgiveness of principal, negative interest 
loans, or grants (or any combination of these), 
and shall be so used by the State only where 
such funds are provided as initial financing for 
an eligible recipient or to buy, refinance, or re-
structure the debt obligations of eligible recipi-
ents only where such debt was incurred on or 
after the date of enactment of this Act, or where 
such debt was incurred prior to the date of en-
actment of this Act if the State, with concur-
rence from the Administrator, determines that 
such funds could be used to help address a 
threat to public health from heightened expo-
sure to lead in drinking water or if a Federal or 
State emergency declaration has been issued due 
to a threat to public health from heightened ex-
posure to lead in a municipal drinking water 
supply before the date of enactment of this Act: 
Provided further, That in a State in which such 
an emergency declaration has been issued, the 
State may use more than 20 percent of the funds 
made available under this title to the State for 
Drinking Water State Revolving Fund capital-
ization grants to provide additional subsidy to 
eligible recipients; 

(2) $19,511,000 shall be for architectural, engi-
neering, planning, design, construction and re-
lated activities in connection with the construc-
tion of high priority water and wastewater fa-
cilities in the area of the United States-Mexico 
Border, after consultation with the appropriate 
border commission: Provided, That no funds 
provided by this appropriations Act to address 
the water, wastewater and other critical infra-
structure needs of the colonias in the United 
States along the United States-Mexico border 
shall be made available to a county or municipal 
government unless that government has estab-
lished an enforceable local ordinance, or other 
zoning rule, which prevents in that jurisdiction 
the development or construction of any addi-
tional colonia areas, or the development within 
an existing colonia the construction of any new 
home, business, or other structure which lacks 
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water, wastewater, or other necessary infra-
structure; 

(3) $29,186,000 shall be for grants to the State 
of Alaska to address drinking water and waste-
water infrastructure needs of rural and Alaska 
Native Villages: Provided, That of these funds: 
(A) the State of Alaska shall provide a match of 
25 percent; (B) no more than 5 percent of the 
funds may be used for administrative and over-
head expenses; and (C) the State of Alaska shall 
make awards consistent with the Statewide pri-
ority list established in conjunction with the 
Agency and the U.S. Department of Agriculture 
for all water, sewer, waste disposal, and similar 
projects carried out by the State of Alaska that 
are funded under section 221 of the Federal 
Water Pollution Control Act (33 U.S.C. 1301) or 
the Consolidated Farm and Rural Development 
Act (7 U.S.C. 1921 et seq.) which shall allocate 
not less than 25 percent of the funds provided 
for projects in regional hub communities; 

(4) $85,166,000 shall be to carry out section 
104(k) of the Comprehensive Environmental Re-
sponse, Compensation, and Liability Act of 1980 
(CERCLA), including grants, interagency agree-
ments, and associated program support costs: 
Provided, That at least 10 percent shall be allo-
cated for assistance in persistent poverty coun-
ties: Provided further, That for purposes of this 
section, the term ‘‘persistent poverty counties’’ 
means any county that has had 20 percent or 
more of its population living in poverty over the 
past 30 years, as measured by the 1990 and 2000 
decennial censuses and the most recent Small 
Area Income and Poverty Estimates; 

(5) $85,166,000 shall be for grants under title 
VII, subtitle G of the Energy Policy Act of 2005; 

(6) $56,306,000 shall be for targeted airshed 
grants in accordance with the terms and condi-
tions in the report accompanying this Act; 

(7) $4,000,000 shall be to carry out the water 
quality program authorized in section 5004(d) of 
the Water Infrastructure Improvements for the 
Nation Act (Public Law 114–322); 

(8) $25,816,000 shall be for grants for small and 
disadvantaged communities authorized in sec-
tion 2104 of the Water Infrastructure Improve-
ments for the Nation Act (Public Law 114–322); 

(9) $19,511,000 shall be for grants for reducing 
lead in drinking water authorized in section 
2105 of the Water Infrastructure Improvements 
for the Nation Act (Public Law 114–322); 

(10) $2,000,000 shall be for grants under sec-
tion 1459A(l) of the Safe Drinking Water Act (42 
U.S.C. 300j–19a(l)), as amended by section 2005 
of the America’s Water Infrastructure Act of 
2018 (Public Law 115–270); 

(11) $29,186,000 shall be for grants under sec-
tion 1464(d) of the Safe Drinking Water Act (42 
U.S.C. 300j–24(d)), as amended by section 2107 of 
the Water Infrastructure Improvements for the 
Nation Act (Public Law 114–322) and section 
2006(a) of the America’s Water Infrastructure 
Act of 2018 (Public Law 115–270); 

(12) $5,000,000 shall be for grants under sec-
tion 1465 of the Safe Drinking Water Act (42 
U.S.C. 300j–25), as added by section 2006(b) of 
the America’s Water Infrastructure Act of 2018 
(Public Law 115–270); 

(13) $13,000,000 shall be for grants under sec-
tion 104(b)(8) of the Federal Water Pollution 
Control Act (33 U.S.C. 1254(b)(8)), as added by 
section 4103 of the America’s Water Infrastruc-
ture Act of 2018 (Public Law 115–270); 

(14) $20,497,000 shall be for grants under sec-
tion 221 of the Federal Water Pollution Control 
Act (33 U.S.C. 1301), as amended by section 4106 
of the America’s Water Infrastructure Act of 
2018 (Public Law 115–270); 

(15) $1,000,000 shall be for grants authorized 
in section 4304 of the America’s Water Infra-
structure Act of 2018 (Public Law 115–270); and 

(16) $1,086,769,000 shall be for grants, includ-
ing associated program support costs, to States, 
federally recognized tribes, interstate agencies, 
tribal consortia, and air pollution control agen-
cies for multi-media or single media pollution 
prevention, control and abatement and related 

activities, including activities pursuant to the 
provisions set forth under this heading in Public 
Law 104–134, and for making grants under sec-
tion 103 of the Clean Air Act for particulate 
matter monitoring and data collection activities 
subject to terms and conditions specified by the 
Administrator, of which: $46,190,000 shall be for 
carrying out section 128 of CERCLA; $9,332,000 
shall be for Environmental Information Ex-
change Network grants, including associated 
program support costs; $1,449,000 shall be for 
grants to States under section 2007(f)(2) of the 
Solid Waste Disposal Act, which shall be in ad-
dition to funds appropriated under the heading 
‘‘Leaking Underground Storage Tank Trust 
Fund Program’’ to carry out the provisions of 
the Solid Waste Disposal Act specified in section 
9508(c) of the Internal Revenue Code other than 
section 9003(h) of the Solid Waste Disposal Act; 
$17,848,000 of the funds available for grants 
under section 106 of the Federal Water Pollution 
Control Act shall be for State participation in 
national- and State-level statistical surveys of 
water resources and enhancements to State 
monitoring programs; $24,000,000 shall be for 
multipurpose grants, including interagency 
agreements. 

WATER INFRASTRUCTURE FINANCE AND 
INNOVATION PROGRAM ACCOUNT 

For the cost of direct loans and for the cost of 
guaranteed loans, as authorized by the Water 
Infrastructure Finance and Innovation Act of 
2014, $65,000,000, to remain available until ex-
pended: Provided, That such costs, including 
the cost of modifying such loans, shall be as de-
fined in section 502 of the Congressional Budget 
Act of 1974: Provided further, That these funds 
are available to subsidize gross obligations for 
the principal amount of direct loans, including 
capitalized interest, and total loan principal, in-
cluding capitalized interest, any part of which 
is to be guaranteed, not to exceed 
$13,500,000,000: Provided further, That of the 
funds made available under this heading, 
$5,000,000 shall be used solely for the cost of di-
rect loans and for the cost of guaranteed loans 
for projects described in section 5026(9) of the 
Water Infrastructure Finance and Innovation 
Act of 2014 to State infrastructure financing au-
thorities, as authorized by section 5033(e) of 
such Act. 

In addition, fees authorized to be collected 
pursuant to sections 5029 and 5030 of the Water 
Infrastructure Finance and Innovation Act of 
2014 shall be deposited in this account, to re-
main available until expended. 

In addition, for administrative expenses to 
carry out the direct and guaranteed loan pro-
grams, notwithstanding section 5033 of the 
Water Infrastructure Finance and Innovation 
Act of 2014, $8,000,000, to remain available until 
September 30, 2021. 
ADMINISTRATIVE PROVISIONS—ENVIRONMENTAL 

PROTECTION AGENCY 
(INCLUDING TRANSFERS) 

For fiscal year 2020, notwithstanding 31 
U.S.C. 6303(1) and 6305(1), the Administrator of 
the Environmental Protection Agency, in car-
rying out the Agency’s function to implement 
directly Federal environmental programs re-
quired or authorized by law in the absence of an 
acceptable tribal program, may award coopera-
tive agreements to federally recognized Indian 
tribes or Intertribal consortia, if authorized by 
their member tribes, to assist the Administrator 
in implementing Federal environmental pro-
grams for Indian tribes required or authorized 
by law, except that no such cooperative agree-
ments may be awarded from funds designated 
for State financial assistance agreements. 

The Administrator of the Environmental Pro-
tection Agency is authorized to collect and obli-
gate pesticide registration service fees in accord-
ance with section 33 of the Federal Insecticide, 
Fungicide, and Rodenticide Act, as amended by 
Public Law 116–8, the Pesticide Registration Im-
provement Extension Act of 2018. 

Notwithstanding section 33(d)(2) of the Fed-
eral Insecticide, Fungicide, and Rodenticide Act 
(FIFRA) (7 U.S.C. 136w–8(d)(2)), the Adminis-
trator of the Environmental Protection Agency 
may assess fees under section 33 of FIFRA (7 
U.S.C. 136w–8) for fiscal year 2020. 

The Administrator is authorized to transfer up 
to $301,000,000 of the funds appropriated for the 
Great Lakes Restoration Initiative under the 
heading ‘‘Environmental Programs and Man-
agement’’ to the head of any Federal depart-
ment or agency, with the concurrence of such 
head, to carry out activities that would support 
the Great Lakes Restoration Initiative and 
Great Lakes Water Quality Agreement pro-
grams, projects, or activities; to enter into an 
interagency agreement with the head of such 
Federal department or agency to carry out these 
activities; and to make grants to governmental 
entities, nonprofit organizations, institutions, 
and individuals for planning, research, moni-
toring, outreach, and implementation in fur-
therance of the Great Lakes Restoration Initia-
tive and the Great Lakes Water Quality Agree-
ment. 

The Science and Technology, Environmental 
Programs and Management, Office of Inspector 
General, Hazardous Substance Superfund, and 
Leaking Underground Storage Tank Trust Fund 
Program Accounts, are available for the con-
struction, alteration, repair, rehabilitation, and 
renovation of facilities, provided that the cost 
does not exceed $150,000 per project. 

For fiscal year 2020, and notwithstanding sec-
tion 518(f) of the Federal Water Pollution Con-
trol Act (33 U.S.C. 1377(f)), the Administrator is 
authorized to use the amounts appropriated for 
any fiscal year under section 319 of the Act to 
make grants to Indian tribes pursuant to sec-
tions 319(h) and 518(e) of that Act. 

The Administrator is authorized to use the 
amounts appropriated under the heading ‘‘Envi-
ronmental Programs and Management’’ for fis-
cal year 2020 to provide grants to implement the 
Southeastern New England Watershed Restora-
tion Program. 

Notwithstanding the limitations on amounts 
in section 320(i)(2)(B) of the Federal Water Pol-
lution Control Act, not less than $1,000,000 of 
the funds made available under this title for the 
National Estuary Program shall be for making 
competitive awards described in section 
320(g)(4). 

TITLE III 
RELATED AGENCIES 

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 
OFFICE OF THE UNDER SECRETARY FOR NATURAL 

RESOURCES AND ENVIRONMENT 
For necessary expenses of the Office of the 

Under Secretary for Natural Resources and En-
vironment, $875,000: Provided, That funds made 
available by this Act to any agency in the Nat-
ural Resources and Environment mission area 
for salaries and expenses are available to fund 
up to one administrative support staff for the 
office. 

FOREST SERVICE 
FOREST SERVICE OPERATIONS 

For necessary expenses of the Forest Service, 
not otherwise provided for, $953,750,000, to re-
main available through September 30, 2023: (1) 
for the base salary and expenses of permanent 
employees carrying out administrative and gen-
eral management support functions, in an 
amount not to exceed $257,050,000; (2) for the 
costs of facility maintenance, repairs, and leases 
for buildings and sites where these support 
functions take place; (3) for the costs of: (A) all 
utility and telecommunication expenses of the 
Forest Service, and (B) business services; and (4) 
for information technology including cyber se-
curity requirements: Provided, That funds pro-
vided under this heading may be used for nec-
essary administrative support function expenses 
of the Forest Service not otherwise provided for 
and necessary for its operation. 
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FOREST AND RANGELAND RESEARCH 

For necessary expenses of forest and range-
land research as authorized by law, $257,640,000, 
to remain available through September 30, 2023: 
Provided, That of the funds provided, 
$14,810,000 is for the forest inventory and anal-
ysis program: Provided further, That all au-
thorities for the use of funds, including the use 
of contracts, grants, and cooperative agree-
ments, available to execute the Forest and 
Rangeland Research appropriation, are also 
available in the utilization of these funds for 
Fire Science Research. 

STATE AND PRIVATE FORESTRY 

For necessary expenses of cooperating with 
and providing technical and financial assist-
ance to States, territories, possessions, and oth-
ers, and for forest health management, and con-
ducting an international program as authorized, 
$317,964,000, to remain available through Sep-
tember 30, 2023, as authorized by law; of which 
$63,990,000 is to be derived from the Land and 
Water Conservation Fund to be used for the 
Forest Legacy Program, to remain available 
until expended. 

NATIONAL FOREST SYSTEM 

For necessary expenses of the Forest Service, 
not otherwise provided for, for management, 
protection, improvement, and utilization of the 
National Forest System, and for hazardous fuels 
management on or adjacent to such lands, 
$1,857,280,000, to remain available through Sep-
tember 30, 2023: Provided, That of the funds pro-
vided, $40,000,000 shall be deposited in the Col-
laborative Forest Landscape Restoration Fund 
for ecological restoration treatments as author-
ized by 16 U.S.C. 7303(f): Provided further, That 
not later than 90 days after the date of enact-
ment of this Act, the Chief of the Forest Service 
shall submit to the Committees on Appropria-
tions and Natural Resources of the House of 
Representatives and the Committees on Appro-
priations and Energy and Natural Resources of 
the Senate a report detailing the status of ef-
forts to accelerate forest ecosystem restoration 
under the Four Forest Restoration Initiative: 
Provided further, That of the funds provided, 
$24,330,000 shall be for forest products: Provided 
further, That of the funds provided, $149,990,000 
shall be for hazardous fuels management activi-
ties, of which not to exceed $15,000,000 may be 
used to make grants, using any authorities 
available to the Forest Service under the ‘‘State 
and Private Forestry’’ appropriation, for the 
purpose of creating incentives for increased use 
of biomass from National Forest System lands: 
Provided further, That $20,000,000 may be used 
by the Secretary of Agriculture to enter into 
procurement contracts or cooperative agree-
ments or to issue grants for hazardous fuels 
management activities, and for training or mon-
itoring associated with such hazardous fuels 
management activities on Federal land, or on 
non-Federal land if the Secretary determines 
such activities benefit resources on Federal 
land: Provided further, That funds made avail-
able to implement the Community Forestry Res-
toration Act, Public Law 106–393, title VI, shall 
be available for use on non-Federal lands in ac-
cordance with authorities made available to the 
Forest Service under the ‘‘State and Private 
Forestry’’ appropriations: Provided further, 
That notwithstanding section 33 of the 
Bankhead Jones Farm Tenant Act (7 U.S.C. 
1012), the Secretary of Agriculture, in calcu-
lating a fee for grazing on a National Grass-
land, may provide a credit of up to 50 percent of 
the calculated fee to a Grazing Association or 
direct permittee for a conservation practice ap-
proved by the Secretary in advance of the fiscal 
year in which the cost of the conservation prac-
tice is incurred. And, that the amount credited 
shall remain available to the Grazing Associa-
tion or the direct permittee, as appropriate, in 
the fiscal year in which the credit is made and 
each fiscal year thereafter for use on the project 

for conservation practices approved by the Sec-
retary. 

CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT AND MAINTENANCE 
(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 

For necessary expenses of the Forest Service, 
not otherwise provided for, $107,940,000, to re-
main available through September 30, 2023, for 
construction, capital improvement, maintenance 
and acquisition of buildings and other facilities 
and infrastructure; and for construction, recon-
struction, decommissioning of roads that are no 
longer needed, including unauthorized roads 
that are not part of the transportation system, 
and maintenance of forest roads and trails by 
the Forest Service as authorized by 16 U.S.C. 
532–538 and 23 U.S.C. 101 and 205: Provided, 
That funds becoming available in fiscal year 
2019 under the Act of March 4, 1913 (16 U.S.C. 
501) shall be transferred to the General Fund of 
the Treasury and shall not be available for 
transfer or obligation for any other purpose un-
less the funds are appropriated. 

LAND ACQUISITION 
(INCLUDING RESCISSION OF FUNDS) 

For expenses necessary to carry out the provi-
sions of chapter 2003 of title 54, United States 
Code, including administrative expenses, and 
for acquisition of land or waters, or interest 
therein, in accordance with statutory authority 
applicable to the Forest Service, $73,741,000, to 
be derived from the Land and Water Conserva-
tion Fund and to remain available until ex-
pended. 

Of the unobligated balances from amounts 
made available for Forest Service and derived 
from the Land and Water Conservation Fund, 
$2,000,000 is hereby permanently rescinded from 
projects with cost savings or failed projects or 
partially failed that had funds returned: Pro-
vided, That no amounts may be rescinded from 
amounts that were designated by the Congress 
as an emergency requirement pursuant to the 
Concurrent Resolution on the Budget or the 
Balanced Budget and Emergency Deficit Con-
trol Act of 1985. 

ACQUISITION OF LANDS FOR NATIONAL FORESTS 
SPECIAL ACTS 

For acquisition of lands within the exterior 
boundaries of the Cache, Uinta, and Wasatch 
National Forests, Utah; the Toiyabe National 
Forest, Nevada; and the Angeles, San 
Bernardino, Sequoia, and Cleveland National 
Forests, California; and the Ozark-St. Francis 
and Ouachita National Forests, Arkansas; as 
authorized by law, $700,000, to be derived from 
forest receipts. 

ACQUISITION OF LANDS TO COMPLETE LAND 
EXCHANGES 

For acquisition of lands, such sums, to be de-
rived from funds deposited by State, county, or 
municipal governments, public school districts, 
or other public school authorities, and for au-
thorized expenditures from funds deposited by 
non-Federal parties pursuant to Land Sale and 
Exchange Acts, pursuant to the Act of December 
4, 1967 (16 U.S.C. 484a), to remain available 
through September 30, 2023, (16 U.S.C. 516–617a, 
555a; Public Law 96–586; Public Law 76–589, 76– 
591; and Public Law 78–310). 

RANGE BETTERMENT FUND 
For necessary expenses of range rehabilita-

tion, protection, and improvement, 50 percent of 
all moneys received during the prior fiscal year, 
as fees for grazing domestic livestock on lands in 
National Forests in the 16 Western States, pur-
suant to section 401(b)(1) of Public Law 94–579, 
to remain available through September 30, 2023, 
of which not to exceed 6 percent shall be avail-
able for administrative expenses associated with 
on-the-ground range rehabilitation, protection, 
and improvements. 

GIFTS, DONATIONS AND BEQUESTS FOR FOREST 
AND RANGELAND RESEARCH 

For expenses authorized by 16 U.S.C. 1643(b), 
$45,000, to remain available through September 

30, 2023, to be derived from the fund established 
pursuant to the above Act. 

MANAGEMENT OF NATIONAL FOREST LANDS FOR 
SUBSISTENCE USES 

For necessary expenses of the Forest Service 
to manage Federal lands in Alaska for subsist-
ence uses under title VIII of the Alaska Na-
tional Interest Lands Conservation Act (16 
U.S.C. 3111 et seq.), $2,500,000, to remain avail-
able through September 30, 2023. 

WILDLAND FIRE MANAGEMENT 
(INCLUDING TRANSFERS OF FUNDS) 

For necessary expenses for forest fire 
presuppression activities on National Forest 
System lands, for emergency wildland fire sup-
pression on or adjacent to such lands or other 
lands under fire protection agreement, and for 
emergency rehabilitation of burned-over Na-
tional Forest System lands and water, 
$1,964,730,000, to remain available through Sep-
tember 30, 2023: Provided, That such funds in-
cluding unobligated balances under this head-
ing, are available for repayment of advances 
from other appropriations accounts previously 
transferred for such purposes: Provided further, 
That any unobligated funds appropriated in a 
previous fiscal year for hazardous fuels manage-
ment may be transferred to the ‘‘National Forest 
System’’ account: Provided further, That such 
funds shall be available to reimburse State and 
other cooperating entities for services provided 
in response to wildfire and other emergencies or 
disasters to the extent such reimbursements by 
the Forest Service for non-fire emergencies are 
fully repaid by the responsible emergency man-
agement agency: Provided further, That funds 
provided shall be available for support to Fed-
eral emergency response: Provided further, That 
the costs of implementing any cooperative agree-
ment between the Federal Government and any 
non-Federal entity may be shared, as mutually 
agreed on by the affected parties: Provided fur-
ther, That of the funds provided under this 
heading,$1,011,000,000 shall be available for 
wildfire suppression operations, and is provided 
to the meet the terms of section 251(b)(2)(F)(ii)(I) 
of the Balanced Budget and Emergency Deficit 
Control Act of 1985, as amended. 

In addition to the amounts provided under 
this heading for wildfire suppression operations, 
$1,950,000,000, to remain available until ex-
pended, is additional new budget authority as 
specified for purposes of section 251(b)(2)(F) of 
the Balanced Budget and Emergency Deficit 
Control Act of 1985: Provided, That the Sec-
retary of Agriculture may transfer such 
amounts to the Department of Interior for wild-
fire suppression operations. 

ADMINISTRATIVE PROVISIONS—FOREST SERVICE 
(INCLUDING TRANSFERS OF FUNDS) 

Appropriations to the Forest Service for the 
current fiscal year shall be available for: (1) 
purchase of passenger motor vehicles; acquisi-
tion of passenger motor vehicles from excess 
sources, and hire of such vehicles; purchase, 
lease, operation, maintenance, and acquisition 
of aircraft to maintain the operable fleet for use 
in Forest Service wildland fire programs and 
other Forest Service programs; notwithstanding 
other provisions of law, existing aircraft being 
replaced may be sold, with proceeds derived or 
trade-in value used to offset the purchase price 
for the replacement aircraft; (2) services pursu-
ant to 7 U.S.C. 2225, and not to exceed $100,000 
for employment under 5 U.S.C. 3109; (3) pur-
chase, erection, and alteration of buildings and 
other public improvements (7 U.S.C. 2250); (4) 
acquisition of land, waters, and interests there-
in pursuant to 7 U.S.C. 428a; (5) for expenses 
pursuant to the Volunteers in the National For-
est Act of 1972 (16 U.S.C. 558a, 558d, and 558a 
note); (6) the cost of uniforms as authorized by 
5 U.S.C. 5901–5902; and (7) for debt collection 
contracts in accordance with 31 U.S.C. 3718(c). 

Any appropriations or funds available to the 
Forest Service may be transferred to the 
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Wildland Fire Management appropriation for 
forest firefighting, emergency rehabilitation of 
burned-over or damaged lands or waters under 
its jurisdiction, and fire preparedness due to se-
vere burning conditions upon the Secretary’s 
notification of the House and Senate Committees 
on Appropriations that all fire suppression 
funds appropriated under the heading 
‘‘Wildland Fire Management’’ will be obligated 
within 30 days: Provided, That all funds used 
pursuant to this paragraph must be replenished 
by a supplemental appropriation which must be 
requested as promptly as possible. 

Not more than $50,000,000 of funds appro-
priated to the Forest Service shall be available 
for expenditure or transfer to the Department of 
the Interior for wildland fire management, haz-
ardous fuels management, and State fire assist-
ance when such transfers would facilitate and 
expedite wildland fire management programs 
and projects. 

Notwithstanding any other provision of this 
Act, the Forest Service may transfer unobligated 
balances of discretionary funds appropriated to 
the Forest Service by this Act to or within the 
National Forest System Account, or reprogram 
funds to be used for the purposes of hazardous 
fuels management and urgent rehabilitation of 
burned-over National Forest System lands and 
water, such transferred funds shall remain 
available through September 30, 2023: Provided, 
That none of the funds transferred pursuant to 
this section shall be available for obligation 
without written notification to and the prior ap-
proval of the Committees on Appropriations of 
both Houses of Congress: Provided further, That 
this section does not apply to funds derived from 
the Land and Water Conservation Fund. 

Funds appropriated to the Forest Service shall 
be available for assistance to or through the 
Agency for International Development in con-
nection with forest and rangeland research, 
technical information, and assistance in foreign 
countries, and shall be available to support for-
estry and related natural resource activities out-
side the United States and its territories and 
possessions, including technical assistance, edu-
cation and training, and cooperation with U.S., 
private, and international organizations. The 
Forest Service, acting for the International Pro-
gram, may sign direct funding agreements with 
foreign governments and institutions as well as 
other domestic agencies (including the U.S. 
Agency for International Development, the De-
partment of State, and the Millennium Chal-
lenge Corporation), U.S. private sector firms, in-
stitutions and organizations to provide technical 
assistance and training programs overseas on 
forestry and rangeland management. 

Funds appropriated to the Forest Service shall 
be available for expenditure or transfer to the 
Department of the Interior, Bureau of Land 
Management, for removal, preparation, and 
adoption of excess wild horses and burros from 
National Forest System lands, and for the per-
formance of cadastral surveys to designate the 
boundaries of such lands. 

None of the funds made available to the For-
est Service in this Act or any other Act with re-
spect to any fiscal year shall be subject to trans-
fer under the provisions of section 702(b) of the 
Department of Agriculture Organic Act of 1944 
(7 U.S.C. 2257), section 442 of Public Law 106– 
224 (7 U.S.C. 7772), or section 10417(b) of Public 
Law 107–171 (7 U.S.C. 8316(b)). 

None of the funds available to the Forest 
Service may be reprogrammed without the ad-
vance approval of the House and Senate Com-
mittees on Appropriations in accordance with 
the reprogramming procedures contained in the 
report accompanying this Act. 

Not more than $82,000,000 of funds available 
to the Forest Service shall be transferred to the 
Working Capital Fund of the Department of Ag-
riculture and not more than $14,500,000 of funds 
available to the Forest Service shall be trans-
ferred to the Department of Agriculture for De-
partment Reimbursable Programs, commonly re-

ferred to as Greenbook charges. Nothing in this 
paragraph shall prohibit or limit the use of re-
imbursable agreements requested by the Forest 
Service in order to obtain services from the De-
partment of Agriculture’s National Information 
Technology Center and the Department of Agri-
culture’s International Technology Service. 

Of the funds available to the Forest Service, 
up to $5,000,000 shall be available for priority 
projects within the scope of the approved budg-
et, which shall be carried out by the Youth Con-
servation Corps and shall be carried out under 
the authority of the Public Lands Corps Act of 
1993 (16 U.S.C. 1721 et seq.). 

Of the funds available to the Forest Service, 
$4,000 is available to the Chief of the Forest 
Service for official reception and representation 
expenses. 

Pursuant to sections 405(b) and 410(b) of Pub-
lic Law 101–593, of the funds available to the 
Forest Service, up to $3,000,000 may be advanced 
in a lump sum to the National Forest Founda-
tion to aid conservation partnership projects in 
support of the Forest Service mission, without 
regard to when the Foundation incurs expenses, 
for projects on or benefitting National Forest 
System lands or related to Forest Service pro-
grams: Provided, That of the Federal funds 
made available to the Foundation, no more than 
$300,000 shall be available for administrative ex-
penses: Provided further, That the Foundation 
shall obtain, by the end of the period of Federal 
financial assistance, private contributions to 
match funds made available by the Forest Serv-
ice on at least a one-for-one basis: Provided fur-
ther, That the Foundation may transfer Federal 
funds to a Federal or a non-Federal recipient 
for a project at the same rate that the recipient 
has obtained the non-Federal matching funds. 

Pursuant to section 2(b)(2) of Public Law 98– 
244, up to $3,000,000 of the funds available to the 
Forest Service may be advanced to the National 
Fish and Wildlife Foundation in a lump sum to 
aid cost-share conservation projects, without re-
gard to when expenses are incurred, on or bene-
fitting National Forest System lands or related 
to Forest Service programs: Provided, That such 
funds shall be matched on at least a one-for-one 
basis by the Foundation or its sub-recipients: 
Provided further, That the Foundation may 
transfer Federal funds to a Federal or non-Fed-
eral recipient for a project at the same rate that 
the recipient has obtained the non-Federal 
matching funds. 

Funds appropriated to the Forest Service shall 
be available for interactions with and providing 
technical assistance to rural communities and 
natural resource-based businesses for sustain-
able rural development purposes. 

Funds appropriated to the Forest Service shall 
be available for payments to counties within the 
Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area, 
pursuant to section 14(c)(1) and (2), and section 
16(a)(2) of Public Law 99–663. 

Any funds appropriated to the Forest Service 
may be used to meet the non-Federal share re-
quirement in section 502(c) of the Older Ameri-
cans Act of 1965 (42 U.S.C. 3056(c)(2)). 

The Forest Service shall not assess funds for 
the purpose of performing fire, administrative, 
and other facilities maintenance and decommis-
sioning. 

Notwithstanding any other provision of law, 
of any appropriations or funds available to the 
Forest Service, not to exceed $500,000 may be 
used to reimburse the Office of the General 
Counsel (OGC), Department of Agriculture, for 
travel and related expenses incurred as a result 
of OGC assistance or participation requested by 
the Forest Service at meetings, training sessions, 
management reviews, land purchase negotia-
tions and similar matters unrelated to civil liti-
gation. Future budget justifications for both the 
Forest Service and the Department of Agri-
culture should clearly display the sums pre-
viously transferred and the sums requested for 
transfer. 

An eligible individual who is employed in any 
project funded under title V of the Older Ameri-

cans Act of 1965 (42 U.S.C. 3056 et seq.) and ad-
ministered by the Forest Service shall be consid-
ered to be a Federal employee for purposes of 
chapter 171 of title 28, United States Code. 

Notwithstanding any other provision of this 
Act, through the Office of Budget and Program 
Analysis, the Forest Service shall report no later 
than 30 business days following the close of 
each fiscal quarter all current and prior year 
unobligated balances, by fiscal year, budget line 
item and account, to the House and Senate 
Committees on Appropriations. 

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND HUMAN 
SERVICES 

INDIAN HEALTH SERVICE 

INDIAN HEALTH SERVICES 

For expenses necessary to carry out the Act of 
August 5, 1954 (68 Stat. 674), the Indian Self-De-
termination and Education Assistance Act, the 
Indian Health Care Improvement Act, and titles 
II and III of the Public Health Service Act with 
respect to the Indian Health Service, 
$4,318,884,000, to remain available until Sep-
tember 30, 2021, except as otherwise provided 
herein, together with payments received during 
the fiscal year pursuant to 42 U.S.C. 238(b) and 
238b, for services furnished by the Indian 
Health Service: Provided, That funds made 
available to tribes and tribal organizations 
through contracts, grant agreements, or any 
other agreements or compacts authorized by the 
Indian Self-Determination and Education As-
sistance Act of 1975 (25 U.S.C. 450), shall be 
deemed to be obligated at the time of the grant 
or contract award and thereafter shall remain 
available to the tribe or tribal organization 
without fiscal year limitation: Provided further, 
That $2,000,000 shall be available for grants or 
contracts with public or private institutions to 
provide alcohol or drug treatment services to In-
dians, including alcohol detoxification services: 
Provided further, That $967,363,000 for Pur-
chased/Referred Care, including $53,000,000 for 
the Indian Catastrophic Health Emergency 
Fund, shall remain available until expended: 
Provided further, That of the funds provided, 
up to $44,000,000 shall remain available until ex-
pended for implementation of the loan repay-
ment program under section 108 of the Indian 
Health Care Improvement Act: Provided further, 
That of the funds provided, $97,000,000 shall re-
main available until expended to supplement 
funds available for operational costs at tribal 
clinics operated under an Indian Self-Deter-
mination and Education Assistance Act compact 
or contract where health care is delivered in 
space acquired through a full service lease, 
which is not eligible for maintenance and im-
provement from the Indian Health Service, and 
$58,000,000 shall be for accreditation emer-
gencies, including supplementing activities 
funded under the heading ‘‘Indian Health Fa-
cilities’’, of which up to $4,000,000 may be used 
to supplement amounts otherwise available for 
Purchased/Referred Care: Provided further, 
That the amounts collected by the Federal Gov-
ernment as authorized by sections 104 and 108 of 
the Indian Health Care Improvement Act (25 
U.S.C. 1613a and 1616a) during the preceding 
fiscal year for breach of contracts shall be de-
posited in the Fund authorized by section 108A 
of the Act (25 U.S.C. 1616a–1) and shall remain 
available until expended and, notwithstanding 
section 108A(c) of the Act (25 U.S.C. 1616a–1(c)), 
funds shall be available to make new awards 
under the loan repayment and scholarship pro-
grams under sections 104 and 108 of the Act (25 
U.S.C. 1613a and 1616a): Provided further, That 
the amounts made available within this account 
for the Substance Abuse and Suicide Prevention 
Program, for Opioid Prevention, Treatment and 
Recovery Services, for the Domestic Violence 
Prevention Program, for the Zero Suicide Initia-
tive, for the housing subsidy authority for civil-
ian employees, for Aftercare Pilot Programs at 
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Youth Regional Treatment Centers, for trans-
formation and modernization costs of the Elec-
tronic Health Record System, for an initiative to 
improve recruitment and retention of healthcare 
providers and certain other critical professions, 
for national quality and oversight activities, to 
improve collections from public and private in-
surance at Indian Health Service and tribally 
operated facilities, and for accreditation emer-
gencies shall be allocated at the discretion of the 
Director of the Indian Health Service and shall 
remain available until expended: Provided fur-
ther, That funds provided in this Act may be 
used for annual contracts and grants that fall 
within 2 fiscal years, provided the total obliga-
tion is recorded in the year the funds are appro-
priated: Provided further, That the amounts col-
lected by the Secretary of Health and Human 
Services under the authority of title IV of the 
Indian Health Care Improvement Act shall re-
main available until expended for the purpose of 
achieving compliance with the applicable condi-
tions and requirements of titles XVIII and XIX 
of the Social Security Act, except for those re-
lated to the planning, design, or construction of 
new facilities: Provided further, That funding 
contained herein for scholarship programs 
under the Indian Health Care Improvement Act 
(25 U.S.C. 1613) shall remain available until ex-
pended: Provided further, That amounts re-
ceived by tribes and tribal organizations under 
title IV of the Indian Health Care Improvement 
Act shall be reported and accounted for and 
available to the receiving tribes and tribal orga-
nizations until expended: Provided further, 
That the Bureau of Indian Affairs may collect 
from the Indian Health Service, tribes and tribal 
organizations operating health facilities pursu-
ant to Public Law 93–638, such individually 
identifiable health information relating to dis-
abled children as may be necessary for the pur-
pose of carrying out its functions under the In-
dividuals with Disabilities Education Act (20 
U.S.C. 1400 et seq.): Provided further, That of 
the funds provided, $72,280,000 is for the Indian 
Health Care Improvement Fund and may be 
used, as needed, to carry out activities typically 
funded under the Indian Health Facilities ac-
count. 

CONTRACT SUPPORT COSTS 
For payments to tribes and tribal organiza-

tions for contract support costs associated with 
Indian Self-Determination and Education As-
sistance Act agreements with the Indian Health 
Service for fiscal year 2020, such sums as may be 
necessary: Provided, That notwithstanding any 
other provision of law, no amounts made avail-
able under this heading shall be available for 
transfer to another budget account. 

INDIAN HEALTH FACILITIES 
For construction, repair, maintenance, im-

provement, and equipment of health and related 
auxiliary facilities, including quarters for per-
sonnel; preparation of plans, specifications, and 
drawings; acquisition of sites, purchase and 
erection of modular buildings, and purchases of 
trailers; and for provision of domestic and com-
munity sanitation facilities for Indians, as au-
thorized by section 7 of the Act of August 5, 1954 
(42 U.S.C. 2004a), the Indian Self-Determination 
Act, and the Indian Health Care Improvement 
Act, and for expenses necessary to carry out 
such Acts and titles II and III of the Public 
Health Service Act with respect to environ-
mental health and facilities support activities of 
the Indian Health Service, $902,878,000, to re-
main available until expended: Provided, That 
notwithstanding any other provision of law, 
funds appropriated for the planning, design, 
construction, renovation or expansion of health 
facilities for the benefit of an Indian tribe or 
tribes may be used to purchase land on which 
such facilities will be located: Provided further, 
That not to exceed $500,000 may be used by the 
Indian Health Service to purchase TRANSAM 
equipment from the Department of Defense for 
distribution to the Indian Health Service and 

tribal facilities: Provided further, That none of 
the funds appropriated to the Indian Health 
Service may be used for sanitation facilities con-
struction for new homes funded with grants by 
the housing programs of the United States De-
partment of Housing and Urban Development. 

ADMINISTRATIVE PROVISIONS—INDIAN HEALTH 
SERVICE 

Appropriations provided in this Act to the In-
dian Health Service shall be available for serv-
ices as authorized by 5 U.S.C. 3109 at rates not 
to exceed the per diem rate equivalent to the 
maximum rate payable for senior-level positions 
under 5 U.S.C. 5376; hire of passenger motor ve-
hicles and aircraft; purchase of medical equip-
ment; purchase of reprints; purchase, renova-
tion and erection of modular buildings and ren-
ovation of existing facilities; payments for tele-
phone service in private residences in the field, 
when authorized under regulations approved by 
the Secretary; uniforms or allowances therefor 
as authorized by 5 U.S.C. 5901–5902; and for ex-
penses of attendance at meetings that relate to 
the functions or activities of the Indian Health 
Service: Provided, That in accordance with the 
provisions of the Indian Health Care Improve-
ment Act, non-Indian patients may be extended 
health care at all tribally administered or In-
dian Health Service facilities, subject to charges, 
and the proceeds along with funds recovered 
under the Federal Medical Care Recovery Act 
(42 U.S.C. 2651–2653) shall be credited to the ac-
count of the facility providing the service and 
shall be available without fiscal year limitation: 
Provided further, That notwithstanding any 
other law or regulation, funds transferred from 
the Department of Housing and Urban Develop-
ment to the Indian Health Service shall be ad-
ministered under Public Law 86–121, the Indian 
Sanitation Facilities Act and Public Law 93–638: 
Provided further, That funds appropriated to 
the Indian Health Service in this Act, except 
those used for administrative and program di-
rection purposes, shall not be subject to limita-
tions directed at curtailing Federal travel and 
transportation: Provided further, That none of 
the funds made available to the Indian Health 
Service in this Act shall be used for any assess-
ments or charges by the Department of Health 
and Human Services unless identified in the 
budget justification and provided in this Act, or 
approved by the House and Senate Committees 
on Appropriations through the reprogramming 
process: Provided further, That notwithstanding 
any other provision of law, funds previously or 
herein made available to a tribe or tribal organi-
zation through a contract, grant, or agreement 
authorized by title I or title V of the Indian 
Self-Determination and Education Assistance 
Act of 1975 (25 U.S.C. 450), may be deobligated 
and reobligated to a self-determination contract 
under title I, or a self-governance agreement 
under title V of such Act and thereafter shall re-
main available to the tribe or tribal organization 
without fiscal year limitation: Provided further, 
That none of the funds made available to the 
Indian Health Service in this Act shall be used 
to implement the final rule published in the Fed-
eral Register on September 16, 1987, by the De-
partment of Health and Human Services, relat-
ing to the eligibility for the health care services 
of the Indian Health Service until the Indian 
Health Service has submitted a budget request 
reflecting the increased costs associated with the 
proposed final rule, and such request has been 
included in an appropriations Act and enacted 
into law: Provided further, That with respect to 
functions transferred by the Indian Health 
Service to tribes or tribal organizations, the In-
dian Health Service is authorized to provide 
goods and services to those entities on a reim-
bursable basis, including payments in advance 
with subsequent adjustment, and the reimburse-
ments received therefrom, along with the funds 
received from those entities pursuant to the In-
dian Self-Determination Act, may be credited to 
the same or subsequent appropriation account 

from which the funds were originally derived, 
with such amounts to remain available until ex-
pended: Provided further, That reimbursements 
for training, technical assistance, or services 
provided by the Indian Health Service will con-
tain total costs, including direct, administrative, 
and overhead costs associated with the provi-
sion of goods, services, or technical assistance: 
Provided further, That the Indian Health Serv-
ice may provide to civilian medical personnel 
serving in hospitals operated by the Indian 
Health Service housing allowances equivalent to 
those that would be provided to members of the 
Commissioned Corps of the United States Public 
Health Service serving in similar positions at 
such hospitals: Provided further, That the ap-
propriation structure for the Indian Health 
Service may not be altered without advance no-
tification to the House and Senate Committees 
on Appropriations. 

NATIONAL INSTITUTES OF HEALTH 
NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH 

SCIENCES 
For necessary expenses for the National Insti-

tute of Environmental Health Sciences in car-
rying out activities set forth in section 311(a) of 
the Comprehensive Environmental Response, 
Compensation, and Liability Act of 1980 (42 
U.S.C. 9660(a)) and section 126(g) of the Super-
fund Amendments and Reauthorization Act of 
1986, $81,000,000. 

AGENCY FOR TOXIC SUBSTANCES AND DISEASE 
REGISTRY 

TOXIC SUBSTANCES AND ENVIRONMENTAL PUBLIC 
HEALTH 

For necessary expenses for the Agency for 
Toxic Substances and Disease Registry (ATSDR) 
in carrying out activities set forth in sections 
104(i) and 111(c)(4) of the Comprehensive Envi-
ronmental Response, Compensation, and Liabil-
ity Act of 1980 (CERCLA) and section 3019 of 
the Solid Waste Disposal Act, $76,691,000: Pro-
vided, That notwithstanding any other provi-
sion of law, in lieu of performing a health as-
sessment under section 104(i)(6) of CERCLA, the 
Administrator of ATSDR may conduct other ap-
propriate health studies, evaluations, or activi-
ties, including, without limitation, biomedical 
testing, clinical evaluations, medical moni-
toring, and referral to accredited healthcare 
providers: Provided further, That in performing 
any such health assessment or health study, 
evaluation, or activity, the Administrator of 
ATSDR shall not be bound by the deadlines in 
section 104(i)(6)(A) of CERCLA: Provided fur-
ther, That none of the funds appropriated 
under this heading shall be available for 
ATSDR to issue in excess of 40 toxicological pro-
files pursuant to section 104(i) of CERCLA dur-
ing fiscal year 2020, and existing profiles may be 
updated as necessary. 

OTHER RELATED AGENCIES 
EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 

COUNCIL ON ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY AND 
OFFICE OF ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY 

For necessary expenses to continue functions 
assigned to the Council on Environmental Qual-
ity and Office of Environmental Quality pursu-
ant to the National Environmental Policy Act of 
1969, the Environmental Quality Improvement 
Act of 1970, and Reorganization Plan No. 1 of 
1977, and not to exceed $750 for official recep-
tion and representation expenses, $2,994,000: 
Provided, That notwithstanding section 202 of 
the National Environmental Policy Act of 1970, 
the Council shall consist of one member, ap-
pointed by the President, by and with the ad-
vice and consent of the Senate, serving as chair-
man and exercising all powers, functions, and 
duties of the Council. 
CHEMICAL SAFETY AND HAZARD INVESTIGATION 

BOARD 
SALARIES AND EXPENSES 

For necessary expenses in carrying out activi-
ties pursuant to section 112(r)(6) of the Clean 
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Air Act, including hire of passenger vehicles, 
uniforms or allowances therefor, as authorized 
by 5 U.S.C. 5901–5902, and for services author-
ized by 5 U.S.C. 3109 but at rates for individuals 
not to exceed the per diem equivalent to the 
maximum rate payable for senior level positions 
under 5 U.S.C. 5376, $12,000,000: Provided, That 
the Chemical Safety and Hazard Investigation 
Board (Board) shall have not more than three 
career Senior Executive Service positions: Pro-
vided further, That notwithstanding any other 
provision of law, the individual appointed to the 
position of Inspector General of the Environ-
mental Protection Agency (EPA) shall, by virtue 
of such appointment, also hold the position of 
Inspector General of the Board: Provided fur-
ther, That notwithstanding any other provision 
of law, the Inspector General of the Board shall 
utilize personnel of the Office of Inspector Gen-
eral of EPA in performing the duties of the In-
spector General of the Board, and shall not ap-
point any individuals to positions within the 
Board. 

OFFICE OF NAVAJO AND HOPI INDIAN 
RELOCATION 

SALARIES AND EXPENSES 
(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 

For necessary expenses of the Office of Navajo 
and Hopi Indian Relocation as authorized by 
Public Law 93–531, $7,500,000, to remain avail-
able until expended: Provided, That funds pro-
vided in this or any other appropriations Act 
are to be used to relocate eligible individuals 
and groups including evictees from District 6, 
Hopi-partitioned lands residents, those in sig-
nificantly substandard housing, and all others 
certified as eligible and not included in the pre-
ceding categories: Provided further, That none 
of the funds contained in this or any other Act 
may be used by the Office of Navajo and Hopi 
Indian Relocation to evict any single Navajo or 
Navajo family who, as of November 30, 1985, was 
physically domiciled on the lands partitioned to 
the Hopi Tribe unless a new or replacement 
home is provided for such household: Provided 
further, That no relocatee will be provided with 
more than one new or replacement home: Pro-
vided further, That the Office shall relocate any 
certified eligible relocatees who have selected 
and received an approved homesite on the Nav-
ajo reservation or selected a replacement resi-
dence off the Navajo reservation or on the land 
acquired pursuant to section 11 of Public Law 
93–531 (88 Stat. 1716). 

INSTITUTE OF AMERICAN INDIAN AND ALASKA 
NATIVE CULTURE AND ARTS DEVELOPMENT 

PAYMENT TO THE INSTITUTE 
For payment to the Institute of American In-

dian and Alaska Native Culture and Arts Devel-
opment, as authorized by part A of title XV of 
Public Law 99–498 (20 U.S.C. 4411 et seq.), 
$10,210,000, which shall become available on 
July 1, 2019, and shall remain available until 
September 30, 2020. 

SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION 
SALARIES AND EXPENSES 

For necessary expenses of the Smithsonian In-
stitution, as authorized by law, including re-
search in the fields of art, science, and history; 
development, preservation, and documentation 
of the National Collections; presentation of pub-
lic exhibits and performances; collection, prepa-
ration, dissemination, and exchange of informa-
tion and publications; conduct of education, 
training, and museum assistance programs; 
maintenance, alteration, operation, lease agree-
ments of no more than 30 years, and protection 
of buildings, facilities, and approaches; not to 
exceed $100,000 for services as authorized by 5 
U.S.C. 3109; and purchase, rental, repair, and 
cleaning of uniforms for employees, $751,110,000, 
to remain available until September 30, 2020, ex-
cept as otherwise provided herein; of which not 
to exceed $6,908,000 for the instrumentation pro-
gram, collections acquisition, exhibition re-

installation, and the repatriation of skeletal re-
mains program shall remain available until ex-
pended; and including such funds as may be 
necessary to support American overseas research 
centers: Provided further, That of the funds ap-
propriated herein, not less than $4,292,000 shall 
be made available for the Smithsonian Latino 
Center and related initiative: Provided further, 
That of the funds appropriated herein, not less 
than $3,700,000 shall be made available for the 
Women’s History Initiative: Provided, That 
funds appropriated herein are available for ad-
vance payments to independent contractors per-
forming research services or participating in of-
ficial Smithsonian presentations: Provided, That 
the Smithsonian Institution may expend Federal 
appropriations designated in this Act for lease 
or rent payments, as rent payable to the Smith-
sonian Institution, and such rent payments may 
be deposited into the general trust funds of the 
Institution to be available as trust funds for ex-
penses associated with the purchase of a portion 
of the building at 600 Maryland Avenue, S.W., 
Washington, D.C. to the extent that Federally 
supported activities will be housed there: Pro-
vided further, That the use of such amounts in 
the general trust funds of the Institution for 
such purpose shall not be construed as Federal 
debt service for, a Federal guarantee of, a trans-
fer of risk to, or an obligation of the Federal 
Government: Provided further, That no appro-
priated funds may be used directly to service 
debt which is incurred to finance the costs of 
acquiring a portion of the building at 600 Mary-
land Avenue, S.W., Washington, D.C., or of 
planning, designing, and constructing improve-
ments to such building: Provided further, That 
the Smithsonian Institution may not sell its 
ownership interest, or any portion thereof, in 
such building without prior written notification 
to the House and Senate Committees on Appro-
priations 30 days in advance. 

FACILITIES CAPITAL 

For necessary expenses of repair, revitaliza-
tion, and alteration of facilities owned or occu-
pied by the Smithsonian Institution, by contract 
or otherwise, as authorized by section 2 of the 
Act of August 22, 1949 (63 Stat. 623), and for 
construction, including necessary personnel, 
$296,499,000, to remain available until expended, 
of which not to exceed $10,000 shall be for serv-
ices as authorized by 5 U.S.C. 3109. 

NATIONAL GALLERY OF ART 

SALARIES AND EXPENSES 

For the upkeep and operations of the National 
Gallery of Art, the protection and care of the 
works of art therein, and administrative ex-
penses incident thereto, as authorized by the 
Act of March 24, 1937 (50 Stat. 51), as amended 
by the public resolution of April 13, 1939 (Public 
Resolution 9, Seventy-sixth Congress), including 
services as authorized by 5 U.S.C. 3109; payment 
in advance when authorized by the treasurer of 
the Gallery for membership in library, museum, 
and art associations or societies whose publica-
tions or services are available to members only, 
or to members at a price lower than to the gen-
eral public; purchase, repair, and cleaning of 
uniforms for guards, and uniforms, or allow-
ances therefor, for other employees as author-
ized by law (5 U.S.C. 5901–5902); purchase or 
rental of devices and services for protecting 
buildings and contents thereof, and mainte-
nance, alteration, improvement, and repair of 
buildings, approaches, and grounds; and pur-
chase of services for restoration and repair of 
works of art for the National Gallery of Art by 
contracts made, without advertising, with indi-
viduals, firms, or organizations at such rates or 
prices and under such terms and conditions as 
the Gallery may deem proper, $147,022,000, to re-
main available until September 30, 2021, of 
which not to exceed $3,640,000 for the special ex-
hibition program shall remain available until 
expended. 

REPAIR, RESTORATION AND RENOVATION OF 
BUILDINGS 

For necessary expenses of repair, restoration 
and renovation of buildings, grounds and facili-
ties owned or occupied by the National Gallery 
of Art, by contract or otherwise, for operating 
lease agreements of no more than 10 years, with 
no extensions or renewals beyond the 10 years, 
that address space needs created by the ongoing 
renovations in the Master Facilities Plan, as au-
thorized, $25,203,000, to remain available until 
expended: Provided, That of this amount, 
$1,000,000 shall be available for design of an off- 
site art storage facility in partnership with 
Smithsonian Institution: Provided further, That 
contracts awarded for environmental systems, 
protection systems, and exterior repair or ren-
ovation of buildings of the National Gallery of 
Art may be negotiated with selected contractors 
and awarded on the basis of contractor quali-
fications as well as price. 
JOHN F. KENNEDY CENTER FOR THE PERFORMING 

ARTS 
OPERATIONS AND MAINTENANCE 

For necessary expenses for the operation, 
maintenance and security of the John F. Ken-
nedy Center for the Performing Arts, $25,690,000. 

CAPITAL REPAIR AND RESTORATION 
For necessary expenses for capital repair and 

restoration of the existing features of the build-
ing and site of the John F. Kennedy Center for 
the Performing Arts, $17,600,000, to remain 
available until expended. 
WOODROW WILSON INTERNATIONAL CENTER FOR 

SCHOLARS 
SALARIES AND EXPENSES 

For expenses necessary in carrying out the 
provisions of the Woodrow Wilson Memorial Act 
of 1968 (82 Stat. 1356) including hire of pas-
senger vehicles and services as authorized by 5 
U.S.C. 3109, $14,000,000, to remain available 
until September 30, 2021. 

NATIONAL FOUNDATION ON THE ARTS AND THE 
HUMANITIES 

NATIONAL ENDOWMENT FOR THE ARTS 
GRANTS AND ADMINISTRATION 

For necessary expenses to carry out the Na-
tional Foundation on the Arts and the Human-
ities Act of 1965, $157,000,000 shall be available 
to the National Endowment for the Arts for the 
support of projects and productions in the arts, 
including arts education and public outreach 
activities, through assistance to organizations 
and individuals pursuant to section 5 of the Act, 
for program support, and for administering the 
functions of the Act, to remain available until 
expended. 

NATIONAL ENDOWMENT FOR THE HUMANITIES 
GRANTS AND ADMINISTRATION 

For necessary expenses to carry out the Na-
tional Foundation on the Arts and the Human-
ities Act of 1965, $157,000,000 to remain available 
until expended, of which $143,850,000 shall be 
available for support of activities in the human-
ities, pursuant to section 7(c) of the Act and for 
administering the functions of the Act; and 
$13,150,000 shall be available to carry out the 
matching grants program pursuant to section 
10(a)(2) of the Act, including $11,900,000 for the 
purposes of section 7(h): Provided, That appro-
priations for carrying out section 10(a)(2) shall 
be available for obligation only in such amounts 
as may be equal to the total amounts of gifts, 
bequests, devises of money, and other property 
accepted by the chairman or by grantees of the 
National Endowment for the Humanities under 
the provisions of sections 11(a)(2)(B) and 
11(a)(3)(B) during the current and preceding fis-
cal years for which equal amounts have not pre-
viously been appropriated. 

ADMINISTRATIVE PROVISIONS 
None of the funds appropriated to the Na-

tional Foundation on the Arts and the Human-
ities may be used to process any grant or con-
tract documents which do not include the text of 
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18 U.S.C. 1913: Provided, That none of the funds 
appropriated to the National Foundation on the 
Arts and the Humanities may be used for offi-
cial reception and representation expenses: Pro-
vided further, That funds from nonappropriated 
sources may be used as necessary for official re-
ception and representation expenses: Provided 
further, That the Chairperson of the National 
Endowment for the Arts may approve grants of 
up to $10,000, if in the aggregate the amount of 
such grants does not exceed 5 percent of the 
sums appropriated for grantmaking purposes per 
year: Provided further, That such small grant 
actions are taken pursuant to the terms of an 
expressed and direct delegation of authority 
from the National Council on the Arts to the 
Chairperson. 

COMMISSION OF FINE ARTS 
SALARIES AND EXPENSES 

For expenses of the Commission of Fine Arts 
under chapter 91 of title 40, United States Code, 
$3,050,000: Provided, That the Commission is au-
thorized to charge fees to cover the full costs of 
its publications, and such fees shall be credited 
to this account as an offsetting collection, to re-
main available until expended without further 
appropriation: Provided further, That the Com-
mission is authorized to accept gifts, including 
objects, papers, artwork, drawings and artifacts, 
that pertain to the history and design of the Na-
tion’s Capital or the history and activities of the 
Commission of Fine Arts, for the purpose of ar-
tistic display, study, or education: Provided fur-
ther, That one-tenth of one percent of the funds 
provided under this heading may be used for of-
ficial reception and representation expenses. 
NATIONAL CAPITAL ARTS AND CULTURAL AFFAIRS 
For necessary expenses as authorized by Pub-

lic Law 99–190 (20 U.S.C. 956a), $2,750,000. 
ADVISORY COUNCIL ON HISTORIC PRESERVATION 

SALARIES AND EXPENSES 
For necessary expenses of the Advisory Coun-

cil on Historic Preservation (Public Law 89–665), 
$7,000,000. 

NATIONAL CAPITAL PLANNING COMMISSION 
SALARIES AND EXPENSES 

For necessary expenses of the National Cap-
ital Planning Commission under chapter 87 of 
title 40, United States Code, including services 
as authorized by 5 U.S.C. 3109, $7,948,000: Pro-
vided, That one-quarter of 1 percent of the 
funds provided under this heading may be used 
for official reception and representational ex-
penses associated with hosting international 
visitors engaged in the planning and physical 
development of world capitals. 
UNITED STATES HOLOCAUST MEMORIAL MUSEUM 

HOLOCAUST MEMORIAL MUSEUM 
For expenses of the Holocaust Memorial Mu-

seum, as authorized by Public Law 106–292 (36 
U.S.C. 2301–2310), $59,500,000, of which 
$1,715,000 shall remain available until September 
30, 2022, for the Museum’s equipment replace-
ment program; and of which $4,000,000 for the 
Museum’s repair and rehabilitation program 
and $1,264,000 for the Museum’s outreach initia-
tives program shall remain available until ex-
pended: Provided, That, not later than 120 days 
after the date of enactment of this Act, the Di-
rector of the United States Holocaust Memorial 
Museum shall submit to the Committee on Ap-
propriations of the Senate and the Committee on 
Appropriations of the House of Representatives 
a report that describes the efforts of the United 
States Holocaust Memorial Museum to support 
memory and a range of educational programs 
relating to the Holocaust, including the collec-
tion and usage of historical documentation, 
such as survivor testimony. 
DWIGHT D. EISENHOWER MEMORIAL COMMISSION 

SALARIES AND EXPENSES 
For necessary expenses of the Dwight D. Ei-

senhower Memorial Commission, $1,800,000, to 
remain available until expended. 

WOMEN’S SUFFRAGE CENTENNIAL COMMISSION 
SALARIES AND EXPENSES 

For necessary expenses for the Women’s Suf-
frage Centennial Commission, as authorized by 
the Women’s Suffrage Centennial Commission 
Act (section 431(a)(3) of division G of Public 
Law 115–31), $1,000,000, to remain available 
until expended. 

WORLD WAR I CENTENNIAL COMMISSION 
SALARIES AND EXPENSES 

Notwithstanding section 9 of the World War I 
Centennial Commission Act, as authorized by 
the World War I Centennial Commission Act 
(Public Law 112–272) and the Carl Levin and 
Howard P. ‘‘Buck’’ McKeon National Defense 
Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2015 (Public 
Law 113–291), for necessary expenses of the 
World War I Centennial Commission, $7,000,000, 
to remain available until expended: Provided, 
That in addition to the authority provided by 
section 6(g) of such Act, the World War I Com-
mission may accept money, in-kind personnel 
services, contractual support, or any appro-
priate support from any executive branch agen-
cy for activities of the Commission. 

ALYCE SPOTTED BEAR AND WALTER SOBOLEFF 
COMMISSION ON NATIVE CHILDREN 

For necessary expenses of the Alyce Spotted 
Bear and Walter Soboleff Commission on Native 
Children, $500,000, to remain available until ex-
pended. 

TITLE IV 
GENERAL PROVISIONS 

(INCLUDING TRANSFERS OF FUNDS) 
RESTRICTION ON USE OF FUNDS 

SEC. 401. No part of any appropriation con-
tained in this Act shall be available for any ac-
tivity or the publication or distribution of lit-
erature that in any way tends to promote public 
support or opposition to any legislative proposal 
on which Congressional action is not complete 
other than to communicate to Members of Con-
gress as described in 18 U.S.C. 1913. 

OBLIGATION OF APPROPRIATIONS 
SEC. 402. No part of any appropriation con-

tained in this Act shall remain available for ob-
ligation beyond the current fiscal year unless 
expressly so provided herein. 

DISCLOSURE OF ADMINISTRATIVE EXPENSES 
SEC. 403. The amount and basis of estimated 

overhead charges, deductions, reserves or 
holdbacks, including working capital fund and 
cost pool charges, from programs, projects, ac-
tivities and subactivities to support government- 
wide, departmental, agency, or bureau adminis-
trative functions or headquarters, regional, or 
central operations shall be presented in annual 
budget justifications and subject to approval by 
the Committees on Appropriations of the House 
of Representatives and the Senate. Changes to 
such estimates shall be presented to the Commit-
tees on Appropriations for approval. 

MINING APPLICATIONS 
SEC. 404. (a) LIMITATION OF FUNDS.—None of 

the funds appropriated or otherwise made avail-
able pursuant to this Act shall be obligated or 
expended to accept or process applications for a 
patent for any mining or mill site claim located 
under the general mining laws. 

(b) EXCEPTIONS.—Subsection (a) shall not 
apply if the Secretary of the Interior determines 
that, for the claim concerned (1) a patent appli-
cation was filed with the Secretary on or before 
September 30, 1994; and (2) all requirements es-
tablished under sections 2325 and 2326 of the Re-
vised Statutes (30 U.S.C. 29 and 30) for vein or 
lode claims, sections 2329, 2330, 2331, and 2333 of 
the Revised Statutes (30 U.S.C. 35, 36, and 37) 
for placer claims, and section 2337 of the Revised 
Statutes (30 U.S.C. 42) for mill site claims, as the 
case may be, were fully complied with by the ap-
plicant by that date. 

(c) REPORT.—On September 30, 2021, the Sec-
retary of the Interior shall file with the House 

and Senate Committees on Appropriations and 
the Committee on Natural Resources of the 
House and the Committee on Energy and Nat-
ural Resources of the Senate a report on actions 
taken by the Department under the plan sub-
mitted pursuant to section 314(c) of the Depart-
ment of the Interior and Related Agencies Ap-
propriations Act, 1997 (Public Law 104–208). 

(d) MINERAL EXAMINATIONS.—In order to 
process patent applications in a timely and re-
sponsible manner, upon the request of a patent 
applicant, the Secretary of the Interior shall 
allow the applicant to fund a qualified third- 
party contractor to be selected by the Director of 
the Bureau of Land Management to conduct a 
mineral examination of the mining claims or mill 
sites contained in a patent application as set 
forth in subsection (b). The Bureau of Land 
Management shall have the sole responsibility 
to choose and pay the third-party contractor in 
accordance with the standard procedures em-
ployed by the Bureau of Land Management in 
the retention of third-party contractors. 

CONTRACT SUPPORT COSTS, PRIOR YEAR 
LIMITATION 

SEC. 405. Sections 405 and 406 of division F of 
the Consolidated and Further Continuing Ap-
propriations Act, 2015 (Public Law 113–235) 
shall continue in effect in fiscal year 2020. 

CONTRACT SUPPORT COSTS, FISCAL YEAR 2020 
LIMITATION 

SEC. 406. Amounts provided by this Act for fis-
cal year 2020 under the headings ‘‘Department 
of Health and Human Services, Indian Health 
Service, Contract Support Costs’’ and ‘‘Depart-
ment of the Interior, Bureau of Indian Affairs 
and Bureau of Indian Education, Contract Sup-
port Costs’’ are the only amounts available for 
contract support costs arising out of self-deter-
mination or self-governance contracts, grants, 
compacts, or annual funding agreements for fis-
cal year 2020 with the Bureau of Indian Affairs 
Bureau of Indian Education or the Indian 
Health Service: Provided, That such amounts 
provided by this Act are not available for pay-
ment of claims for contract support costs for 
prior years, or for repayments of payments for 
settlements or judgments awarding contract sup-
port costs for prior years. 

FOREST MANAGEMENT PLANS 
SEC. 407. The Secretary of Agriculture shall 

not be considered to be in violation of subpara-
graph 6(f)(5)(A) of the Forest and Rangeland 
Renewable Resources Planning Act of 1974 (16 
U.S.C. 1604(f)(5)(A)) solely because more than 15 
years have passed without revision of the plan 
for a unit of the National Forest System. Noth-
ing in this section exempts the Secretary from 
any other requirement of the Forest and Range-
land Renewable Resources Planning Act (16 
U.S.C. 1600 et seq.) or any other law: Provided, 
That if the Secretary is not acting expeditiously 
and in good faith, within the funding available, 
to revise a plan for a unit of the National Forest 
System, this section shall be void with respect to 
such plan and a court of proper jurisdiction 
may order completion of the plan on an acceler-
ated basis. 

PROHIBITION WITHIN NATIONAL MONUMENTS 
SEC. 408. No funds provided in this Act may be 

expended to conduct preleasing, leasing and re-
lated activities under either the Mineral Leasing 
Act (30 U.S.C. 181 et seq.) or the Outer Conti-
nental Shelf Lands Act (43 U.S.C. 1331 et seq.) 
within the boundaries of a National Monument 
established pursuant to the Act of June 8, 1906 
(16 U.S.C. 431 et seq.) as such boundary existed 
on January 20, 2001, except where such activi-
ties are allowed under the Presidential procla-
mation establishing such monument. 

LIMITATION ON TAKINGS 

SEC. 409. Unless otherwise provided herein, no 
funds appropriated in this Act for the acquisi-
tion of lands or interests in lands may be ex-
pended for the filing of declarations of taking or 
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complaints in condemnation without the ap-
proval of the House and Senate Committees on 
Appropriations: Provided, That this provision 
shall not apply to funds appropriated to imple-
ment the Everglades National Park Protection 
and Expansion Act of 1989, or to funds appro-
priated for Federal assistance to the State of 
Florida to acquire lands for Everglades restora-
tion purposes. 

TIMBER SALE REQUIREMENTS 
SEC. 410. No timber sale in Alaska’s Region 10 

shall be advertised if the indicated rate is deficit 
(defined as the value of the timber is not suffi-
cient to cover all logging and stumpage costs 
and provide a normal profit and risk allowance 
under the Forest Service’s appraisal process) 
when appraised using a residual value ap-
praisal. The western red cedar timber from those 
sales which is surplus to the needs of the domes-
tic processors in Alaska, shall be made available 
to domestic processors in the contiguous 48 
United States at prevailing domestic prices. All 
additional western red cedar volume not sold to 
Alaska or contiguous 48 United States domestic 
processors may be exported to foreign markets at 
the election of the timber sale holder. All Alaska 
yellow cedar may be sold at prevailing export 
prices at the election of the timber sale holder. 

PROHIBITION ON NO-BID CONTRACTS 
SEC. 411. None of the funds appropriated or 

otherwise made available by this Act to execu-
tive branch agencies may be used to enter into 
any Federal contract unless such contract is en-
tered into in accordance with the requirements 
of Chapter 33 of title 41, United States Code, or 
Chapter 137 of title 10, United States Code, and 
the Federal Acquisition Regulation, unless— 

(1) Federal law specifically authorizes a con-
tract to be entered into without regard for these 
requirements, including formula grants for 
States, or federally recognized Indian tribes; 

(2) such contract is authorized by the Indian 
Self-Determination and Education Assistance 
Act (Public Law 93–638, 25 U.S.C. 450 et seq.) or 
by any other Federal laws that specifically au-
thorize a contract within an Indian tribe as de-
fined in section 4(e) of that Act (25 U.S.C. 
450b(e)); or 

(3) such contract was awarded prior to the 
date of enactment of this Act. 

POSTING OF REPORTS 
SEC. 412. (a) Any agency receiving funds made 

available in this Act, shall, subject to sub-
sections (b) and (c), post on the public website 
of that agency any report required to be sub-
mitted by the Congress in this or any other Act, 
upon the determination by the head of the agen-
cy that it shall serve the national interest. 

(b) Subsection (a) shall not apply to a report 
if— 

(1) the public posting of the report com-
promises national security; or 

(2) the report contains proprietary informa-
tion. 

(c) The head of the agency posting such re-
port shall do so only after such report has been 
made available to the requesting Committee or 
Committees of Congress for no less than 45 days. 

NATIONAL ENDOWMENT FOR THE ARTS GRANT 
GUIDELINES 

SEC. 413. Of the funds provided to the Na-
tional Endowment for the Arts— 

(1) The Chairperson shall only award a grant 
to an individual if such grant is awarded to 
such individual for a literature fellowship, Na-
tional Heritage Fellowship, or American Jazz 
Masters Fellowship. 

(2) The Chairperson shall establish procedures 
to ensure that no funding provided through a 
grant, except a grant made to a State or local 
arts agency, or regional group, may be used to 
make a grant to any other organization or indi-
vidual to conduct activity independent of the di-
rect grant recipient. Nothing in this subsection 
shall prohibit payments made in exchange for 
goods and services. 

(3) No grant shall be used for seasonal support 
to a group, unless the application is specific to 
the contents of the season, including identified 
programs or projects. 

NATIONAL ENDOWMENT FOR THE ARTS PROGRAM 
PRIORITIES 

SEC. 414. (a) In providing services or awarding 
financial assistance under the National Foun-
dation on the Arts and the Humanities Act of 
1965 from funds appropriated under this Act, 
the Chairperson of the National Endowment for 
the Arts shall ensure that priority is given to 
providing services or awarding financial assist-
ance for projects, productions, workshops, or 
programs that serve underserved populations. 

(b) In this section: 
(1) The term ‘‘underserved population’’ means 

a population of individuals, including urban mi-
norities, who have historically been outside the 
purview of arts and humanities programs due to 
factors such as a high incidence of income below 
the poverty line or to geographic isolation. 

(2) The term ‘‘poverty line’’ means the poverty 
line (as defined by the Office of Management 
and Budget, and revised annually in accord-
ance with section 673(2) of the Community Serv-
ices Block Grant Act (42 U.S.C. 9902(2))) appli-
cable to a family of the size involved. 

(c) In providing services and awarding finan-
cial assistance under the National Foundation 
on the Arts and Humanities Act of 1965 with 
funds appropriated by this Act, the Chairperson 
of the National Endowment for the Arts shall 
ensure that priority is given to providing serv-
ices or awarding financial assistance for 
projects, productions, workshops, or programs 
that will encourage public knowledge, edu-
cation, understanding, and appreciation of the 
arts. 

(d) With funds appropriated by this Act to 
carry out section 5 of the National Foundation 
on the Arts and Humanities Act of 1965— 

(1) the Chairperson shall establish a grant 
category for projects, productions, workshops, 
or programs that are of national impact or 
availability or are able to tour several States; 

(2) the Chairperson shall not make grants ex-
ceeding 15 percent, in the aggregate, of such 
funds to any single State, excluding grants 
made under the authority of paragraph (1); 

(3) the Chairperson shall report to the Con-
gress annually and by State, on grants awarded 
by the Chairperson in each grant category 
under section 5 of such Act; and 

(4) the Chairperson shall encourage the use of 
grants to improve and support community-based 
music performance and education. 

STATUS OF BALANCES OF APPROPRIATIONS 
SEC. 415. The Department of the Interior, the 

Environmental Protection Agency, the Forest 
Service, and the Indian Health Service shall 
provide the Committees on Appropriations of the 
House of Representatives and Senate quarterly 
reports on the status of balances of appropria-
tions including all uncommitted, committed, and 
unobligated funds in each program and activity. 

PROHIBITION ON USE OF FUNDS 
SEC. 416. Notwithstanding any other provision 

of law, none of the funds made available in this 
Act or any other Act may be used to promulgate 
or implement any regulation requiring the 
issuance of permits under title V of the Clean 
Air Act (42 U.S.C. 7661 et seq.) for carbon diox-
ide, nitrous oxide, water vapor, or methane 
emissions resulting from biological processes as-
sociated with livestock production. 

GREENHOUSE GAS REPORTING RESTRICTIONS 
SEC. 417. Notwithstanding any other provision 

of law, none of the funds made available in this 
or any other Act may be used to implement any 
provision in a rule, if that provision requires 
mandatory reporting of greenhouse gas emis-
sions from manure management systems. 

FUNDING PROHIBITION 
SEC. 418. None of the funds made available by 

this or any other Act may be used to regulate 

the lead content of ammunition, ammunition 
components, or fishing tackle under the Toxic 
Substances Control Act (15 U.S.C. 2601 et seq.) 
or any other law. 

EXTENSION OF GRAZING PERMITS 
SEC. 419. The terms and conditions of section 

325 of Public Law 108–108 (117 Stat. 1307), re-
garding grazing permits issued by the Forest 
Service on any lands not subject to administra-
tion under section 402 of the Federal Lands Pol-
icy and Management Act (43 U.S.C. 1752), shall 
remain in effect for fiscal year 2020. 

FUNDING PROHIBITION 
SEC. 420. (a) None of the funds made available 

in this Act may be used to maintain or establish 
a computer network unless such network is de-
signed to block access to pornography websites. 

(b) Nothing in subsection (a) shall limit the 
use of funds necessary for any Federal, State, 
tribal, or local law enforcement agency or any 
other entity carrying out criminal investiga-
tions, prosecution, or adjudication activities. 

FOREST SERVICE FACILITY REALIGNMENT AND 
ENHANCEMENT ACT 

SEC. 421. Section 503(f) of the Forest Service 
Facility Realignment and Enhancement Act of 
2005 (16 U.S.C. 580d note; Public Law 109–54) is 
amended by striking ‘‘2019’’ and inserting 
‘‘2020’’. 

USE OF AMERICAN IRON AND STEEL 
SEC. 422. (a)(1) None of the funds made avail-

able by a State water pollution control revolving 
fund as authorized by section 1452 of the Safe 
Drinking Water Act (42 U.S.C. 300j–12) shall be 
used for a project for the construction, alter-
ation, maintenance, or repair of a public water 
system or treatment works unless all of the iron 
and steel products used in the project are pro-
duced in the United States. 

(2) In this section, the term ‘‘iron and steel’’ 
products means the following products made 
primarily of iron or steel: lined or unlined pipes 
and fittings, manhole covers and other munic-
ipal castings, hydrants, tanks, flanges, pipe 
clamps and restraints, valves, structural steel, 
reinforced precast concrete, and construction 
materials. 

(b) Subsection (a) shall not apply in any case 
or category of cases in which the Administrator 
of the Environmental Protection Agency (in this 
section referred to as the ‘‘Administrator’’) finds 
that— 

(1) applying subsection (a) would be incon-
sistent with the public interest; 

(2) iron and steel products are not produced in 
the United States in sufficient and reasonably 
available quantities and of a satisfactory qual-
ity; or 

(3) inclusion of iron and steel products pro-
duced in the United States will increase the cost 
of the overall project by more than 25 percent. 

(c) If the Administrator receives a request for 
a waiver under this section, the Administrator 
shall make available to the public on an infor-
mal basis a copy of the request and information 
available to the Administrator concerning the 
request, and shall allow for informal public 
input on the request for at least 15 days prior to 
making a finding based on the request. The Ad-
ministrator shall make the request and accom-
panying information available by electronic 
means, including on the official public Internet 
Web site of the Environmental Protection Agen-
cy. 

(d) This section shall be applied in a manner 
consistent with United States obligations under 
international agreements. 

(e) The Administrator may retain up to 0.25 
percent of the funds appropriated in this Act for 
the Clean and Drinking Water State Revolving 
Funds for carrying out the provisions described 
in subsection (a)(1) for management and over-
sight of the requirements of this section. 

MIDWAY ISLAND 
SEC. 423. None of the funds made available by 

this Act may be used to destroy any buildings or 
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structures on Midway Island that have been 
recommended by the United States Navy for in-
clusion in the National Register of Historic 
Places (54 U.S.C. 302101). 

JOHN F. KENNEDY CENTER REAUTHORIZATION 

SEC. 424. Section 13 of the John F. Kennedy 
Center Act (20 U.S.C. 76r) is amended by strik-
ing subsections (a) and (b) and inserting the fol-
lowing: 

‘‘(a) MAINTENANCE, REPAIR, AND SECURITY.— 
There is authorized to be appropriated to the 
Board to carry out section 4(a)(1)(H), $25,690,000 
for fiscal year 2020. 

‘‘(b) CAPITAL PROJECTS.—There is authorized 
to be appropriated to the Board to carry out 
subparagraphs (F) and (G) of section 4(a)(1), 
$17,600,000 for fiscal year 2020.’’. 

LOCAL COOPERATOR TRAINING AGREEMENTS AND 
TRANSFERS OF EXCESS EQUIPMENT AND SUP-
PLIES FOR WILDFIRES 

SEC. 425. The Secretary of the Interior is au-
thorized to enter into grants and cooperative 
agreements with volunteer fire departments, 
rural fire departments, rangeland fire protection 
associations, and similar organizations to pro-
vide for wildland fire training and equipment, 
including supplies and communication devices. 
Notwithstanding 121(c) of title 40, United States 
Code, or section 521 of title 40, United States 
Code, the Secretary is further authorized to 
transfer title to excess Department of the Inte-
rior firefighting equipment no longer needed to 
carry out the functions of the Department’s 
wildland fire management program to such or-
ganizations. 

RECREATION FEES 

SEC. 426. Section 810 of the Federal Lands 
Recreation Enhancement Act (16 U.S.C. 6809) 
shall be applied by substituting ‘‘October 1, 
2021’’ for ‘‘September 30, 2019’’. 

POLICIES RELATING TO BIOMASS ENERGY 

SEC. 427. To support the key role that forests 
in the United States can play in addressing the 
energy needs of the United States, the Secretary 
of Energy, the Secretary of Agriculture, and the 
Administrator of the Environmental Protection 
Agency shall, consistent with their missions, 
jointly— 

(1) ensure that Federal policy relating to for-
est bioenergy— 

(A) is consistent across all Federal depart-
ments and agencies; and 

(B) recognizes the full benefits of the use of 
forest biomass for energy, conservation, and re-
sponsible forest management; and 

(2) establish clear and simple policies for the 
use of forest biomass as an energy solution, in-
cluding policies that— 

(A) reflect the carbon-neutrality of forest bio-
energy and recognize biomass as a renewable 
energy source, provided the use of forest biomass 
for energy production does not cause conversion 
of forests to non-forest use; 

(B) encourage private investment throughout 
the forest biomass supply chain, including in— 

(i) working forests; 
(ii) harvesting operations; 
(iii) forest improvement operations; 
(iv) forest bioenergy production; 
(v) wood products manufacturing; or 
(vi) paper manufacturing; 
(C) encourage forest management to improve 

forest health; and 
(D) recognize State initiatives to produce and 

use forest biomass. 

SMALL REMOTE INCINERATORS 

SEC. 428. None of the funds made available in 
this Act may be used to implement or enforce the 
regulation issued on March 21, 2011 at 40 CFR 
part 60 subparts CCCC and DDDD with respect 
to units in the State of Alaska that are defined 
as ‘‘small, remote incinerator’’ units in those 
regulations and, until a subsequent regulation 
is issued, the Administrator shall implement the 
law and regulations in effect prior to such date. 

CLARIFICATION OF EXEMPTIONS 
SEC. 429. None of the funds made available in 

this Act may be used to require a permit for the 
discharge of dredged or fill material under the 
Federal Water Pollution Control Act (33 U.S.C. 
1251 et seq.) for the activities identified in sub-
paragraphs (A) and (C) of section 404(f)(1) of 
the Act (33 U.S.C. 1344(f)(1)(A), (C)). 

SEC. 430. Notwithstanding any other provision 
of this Act, none of the funds appropriated or 
otherwise made available by this Act may be 
used to pay award or incentive fees for con-
tractor performance that has been judged to be 
below satisfactory performance or for perform-
ance that does not meet the basic requirements 
of a contract, unless the Agency determines that 
any such deviations are due to unforeseeable 
events, government-driven scope changes, or are 
not significant within the overall scope of the 
project and/or program and unless such awards 
or incentive fees are consistent with 16.401(e)(2) 
of the FAR. 

SEC. 431. (a) Not later than 1 year after the 
date of enactment of this Act, the Director of 
the Office of Management and Budget shall 
submit to Congress and post on the website of 
the Office of Management and Budget a report 
on each project funded by an agency that is ap-
propriated funds under this division— 

(1) that is more than 5 years behind schedule; 
or 

(2) for which the amount spent on the project 
is not less than $1,000,000,000 more than the 
original cost estimate for the project. 

(b) Each report submitted and posted under 
subsection (a) shall include, for each project in-
cluded in the report— 

(1) a brief description of the project, includ-
ing— 

(A) the purpose of the project; 
(B) each location in which the project is car-

ried out; 
(C) the year in which the project was initi-

ated; 
(D) the Federal share of the total cost of the 

project; and 
(E) each primary contractor, subcontractor, 

grant recipient, and subgrantee recipient of the 
project; 

(2) an explanation of any change to the origi-
nal scope of the project, including by the addi-
tion or narrowing of the initial requirements of 
the project; 

(3) the original expected date for completion of 
the project; 

(4) the current expected date for completion of 
the project; 

(5) the original cost estimate for the project, as 
adjusted to reflect increases in the Consumer 
Price Index for All Urban Consumers, as pub-
lished by the Bureau of Labor Statistics; 

(6) the current cost estimate for the project, as 
adjusted to reflect increases in the Consumer 
Price Index for All Urban Consumers, as pub-
lished by the Bureau of Labor Statistics; 

(7) an explanation for a delay in completion 
or increase in the original cost estimate for the 
project; and 

(8) the amount of and rationale for any 
award, incentive fee, or other type of bonus, if 
any, awarded for the project. 

SEC. 432. (a) Notwithstanding any other provi-
sion of this division, funds made available 
under the heading ‘‘ENVIRONMENTAL PROGRAMS 
AND MANAGEMENT’’ under the heading ‘‘ENVI-
RONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY’’ under 
title II shall be reduced by $5,489,000, which 
shall be reduced from amounts for Operations 
and Administration as described in the report 
accompanying this Act. 

(b) Notwithstanding any other provision of 
this division, the amount made available under 
the heading ‘‘STATE AND TRIBAL ASSISTANCE 
GRANTS’’ under the heading ‘‘ENVIRON-
MENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY’’ under title 
II shall be increased by $5,489,000. 

(c) Notwithstanding any other provision of 
this division, the amount made available under 

paragraph (2) under the heading ‘‘STATE AND 
TRIBAL ASSISTANCE GRANTS’’ under the heading 
‘‘ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY’’ 
under title II shall be increased by $5,489,000. 

GEOGRAPHIC PROGRAMS 
SEC. 433. (a) Notwithstanding any other provi-

sion of this division, the amount made available 
for Geographic Programs under the heading 
‘‘ENVIRONMENTAL PROGRAMS AND MANAGE-
MENT’’ under the heading ‘‘ENVIRONMENTAL 
PROTECTION AGENCY’’ under title II shall be 
increased by 3 percent, and the amount made 
available for each Geographic Program de-
scribed in the report accompanying this Act 
shall be increased by 3 percent. 

(b) Notwithstanding any other provision of 
this division, the amount authorized to be trans-
ferred under the fourth paragraph under the 
heading ‘‘ADMINISTRATIVE PROVISIONS—ENVI-
RONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY’’ under the 
heading ‘‘ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION 
AGENCY’’ under title II shall be increased by 
the additional amount made available for the 
Great Lakes Restoration Initiative under sub-
section (a). 

(c) Notwithstanding any other provision of 
this division, funds made available under the 
heading ‘‘ENVIRONMENTAL PROGRAMS AND MAN-
AGEMENT’’ under the heading ‘‘ENVIRON-
MENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY’’ under title 
II for operations and administration, as speci-
fied in the report accompanying this Act, shall 
be reduced by an amount equal to the total 
amount additionally appropriated for Geo-
graphic Programs under subsection (a). 

This division may be cited as the ‘‘Department 
of the Interior, Environment, and Related Agen-
cies Appropriations Act, 2020’’. 
DIVISION D—TRANSPORTATION, AND 

HOUSING AND URBAN DEVELOPMENT, 
AND RELATED AGENCIES APPROPRIA-
TIONS ACT, 2020 
The following sums are appropriated, out of 

any money in the Treasury not otherwise appro-
priated, for the Departments of Transportation, 
and Housing and Urban Development, and re-
lated agencies for the fiscal year ending Sep-
tember 30, 2020, and for other purposes, namely: 

TITLE I 
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY 
SALARIES AND EXPENSES 

For necessary expenses of the Office of the 
Secretary, $113,910,000, of which not to exceed 
$3,065,000 shall be available for the immediate 
Office of the Secretary; not to exceed $1,000,000 
shall be available for the immediate Office of the 
Deputy Secretary; not to exceed $20,428,000 shall 
be available for the Office of the General Coun-
sel; not to exceed $10,331,000 shall be available 
for the Office of the Under Secretary of Trans-
portation for Policy; not to exceed $14,300,000 
shall be available for the Office of the Assistant 
Secretary for Budget and Programs; not to ex-
ceed $2,546,000 shall be available for the Office 
of the Assistant Secretary for Governmental Af-
fairs; not to exceed $29,244,000 shall be available 
for the Office of the Assistant Secretary for Ad-
ministration; not to exceed $2,142,000 shall be 
available for the Office of Public Affairs; not to 
exceed $1,859,000 shall be available for the Office 
of the Executive Secretariat; not to exceed 
$12,181,000 shall be available for the Office of 
Intelligence, Security, and Emergency Response; 
and not to exceed $16,814,000 shall be available 
for the Office of the Chief Information Officer: 
Provided, That the Secretary of Transportation 
is authorized to transfer funds appropriated for 
any office of the Office of the Secretary to any 
other office of the Office of the Secretary: Pro-
vided further, That no appropriation for any of-
fice shall be increased or decreased by more 
than 7 percent by all such transfers: Provided 
further, That notice of any change in funding 
greater than 7 percent shall be submitted for ap-
proval to the House and Senate Committees on 
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Appropriations: Provided further, That not to 
exceed $60,000 shall be for allocation within the 
Department for official reception and represen-
tation expenses as the Secretary may determine: 
Provided further, That notwithstanding any 
other provision of law, excluding fees author-
ized in Public Law 107–71, there may be credited 
to this appropriation up to $2,500,000 in funds 
received in user fees: Provided further, That 
none of the funds provided in this Act shall be 
available for the position of Assistant Secretary 
for Public Affairs. 

RESEARCH AND TECHNOLOGY 
For necessary expenses related to the Office of 

the Assistant Secretary for Research and Tech-
nology, $8,000,000, of which $2,218,000 shall re-
main available until September 30, 2022: Pro-
vided, That there may be credited to this appro-
priation, to be available until expended, funds 
received from States, counties, municipalities, 
other public authorities, and private sources for 
expenses incurred for training: Provided fur-
ther, That any reference in law, regulation, ju-
dicial proceedings, or elsewhere to the Research 
and Innovative Technology Administration 
shall continue to be deemed to be a reference to 
the Office of the Assistant Secretary for Re-
search and Technology of the Department of 
Transportation: Provided further, That of the 
amount made available under this heading, 
$1,000,000 shall be to establish an emergency 
planning transportation data initiative to con-
duct research and develop models for data inte-
gration of geo-located weather and roadways 
information for emergency and other severe 
weather conditions to improve public safety and 
emergency evacuation and response capabilities. 

NATIONAL INFRASTRUCTURE INVESTMENTS 
For capital investments in surface transpor-

tation infrastructure, $1,000,000,000, to remain 
available through September 30, 2022: Provided, 
That the Secretary of Transportation shall dis-
tribute funds provided under this heading as 
discretionary grants to be awarded to a State, 
local government, transit agency, port author-
ity, or a collaboration among such entities on a 
competitive basis for projects that will have a 
significant local or regional impact: Provided 
further, That projects eligible for funding pro-
vided under this heading shall include, but not 
be limited to, highway or bridge projects eligible 
under title 23, United States Code; public trans-
portation projects eligible under chapter 53 of 
title 49, United States Code; passenger and 
freight rail transportation projects; port infra-
structure investments (including inland port in-
frastructure and land ports of entry); and 
projects investing in surface transportation fa-
cilities that are located on tribal land and for 
which title or maintenance responsibility is vest-
ed in the Federal Government: Provided further, 
That of the amount made available under this 
heading, the Secretary may use an amount not 
to exceed $15,000,000 for the planning, prepara-
tion or design of projects eligible for funding 
under this heading: Provided further, That 
grants awarded under the previous proviso shall 
not be subject to a minimum grant size: Provided 
further, That the Secretary may use up to 20 
percent of the funds made available under this 
heading for the purpose of paying the subsidy 
and administrative costs of projects eligible for 
Federal credit assistance under chapter 6 of title 
23, United States Code, or sections 501 through 
504 of the Railroad Revitalization and Regu-
latory Reform Act of 1976 (Public Law 94–210), 
as amended, if the Secretary finds that such use 
of the funds would advance the purposes of this 
paragraph: Provided further, That in distrib-
uting funds provided under this heading, the 
Secretary shall take such measures so as to en-
sure an equitable geographic distribution of 
funds, an appropriate balance in addressing the 
needs of urban and rural areas, and the invest-
ment in a variety of transportation modes: Pro-
vided further, That a grant funded under this 
heading shall be not less than $5,000,000 and not 

greater than $25,000,000: Provided further, That 
not more than 10 percent of the funds made 
available under this heading may be awarded to 
projects in a single State: Provided further, 
That the Federal share of the costs for which an 
expenditure is made under this heading shall be, 
at the option of the recipient, up to 80 percent: 
Provided further, That the Secretary shall give 
priority to projects that require a contribution 
of Federal funds in order to complete an overall 
financing package: Provided further, That not 
less than 30 percent of the funds provided under 
this heading shall be for projects located in 
rural areas: Provided further, That for projects 
located in a rural area, the minimum grant size 
shall be $1,000,000 and the Secretary may in-
crease the Federal share of costs above 80 per-
cent: Provided further, That projects conducted 
using funds provided under this heading must 
comply with the requirements of subchapter IV 
of chapter 31 of title 40, United States Code: 
Provided further, That the Secretary shall con-
duct a new competition to select the grants and 
credit assistance awarded under this heading: 
Provided further, That the Secretary may retain 
up to three percent of the funds provided under 
this heading, and may transfer portions of those 
funds to the Administrators of the Federal High-
way Administration, the Federal Transit Ad-
ministration, the Federal Railroad Administra-
tion, and the Maritime Administration to fund 
the award and oversight of grants and credit as-
sistance made under the National Infrastructure 
Investments program: Provided further, That 
none of the funds provided in the previous pro-
viso may be used to hire additional personnel: 
Provided further, That the Secretary shall con-
sider and award projects based solely on the se-
lection criteria from the fiscal year 2017 Notice 
of Funding Opportunity: Provided further, 
That, notwithstanding the previous proviso, the 
Secretary shall not use the Federal share or an 
applicant’s ability to generate non-Federal rev-
enue as a selection criteria in awarding projects: 
Provided further, That the Secretary shall issue 
the Notice of Funding Opportunity no later 
than 60 days after enactment of this Act: Pro-
vided further, That such Notice of Funding Op-
portunity shall require application submissions 
90 days after the publishing of such Notice: Pro-
vided further, That of the applications sub-
mitted under the previous two provisos, the Sec-
retary shall make grants no later than 270 days 
after enactment of this Act in such amounts 
that the Secretary determines. 

NATIONAL SURFACE TRANSPORTATION AND 
INNOVATIVE FINANCE BUREAU 

For necessary expenses of the National Sur-
face Transportation and Innovative Finance 
Bureau as authorized by 49 U.S.C. 116, 
$5,000,000, to remain available until expended: 
Provided, That the Secretary shall notify the 
House and Senate Committees on Appropria-
tions no less than 15 days prior to exercising the 
transfer authority granted under section 116(h) 
of title 49, United States Code. 

FINANCIAL MANAGEMENT CAPITAL 

For necessary expenses for upgrading and en-
hancing the Department of Transportation’s fi-
nancial systems and re-engineering business 
processes, $2,000,000, to remain available 
through September 30, 2021. 

CYBER SECURITY INITIATIVES 

For necessary expenses for cyber security ini-
tiatives, including necessary upgrades to wide 
area network and information technology infra-
structure, improvement of network perimeter 
controls and identity management, testing and 
assessment of information technology against 
business, security, and other requirements, im-
plementation of Federal cyber security initia-
tives and information infrastructure enhance-
ments, and implementation of enhanced security 
controls on network devices, $15,000,000, to re-
main available through September 30, 2021. 

OFFICE OF CIVIL RIGHTS 
For necessary expenses of the Office of Civil 

Rights, $9,470,000. 
TRANSPORTATION PLANNING, RESEARCH, AND 

DEVELOPMENT 
For necessary expenses for conducting trans-

portation planning, research, systems develop-
ment, development activities, and making 
grants, $7,879,000, to remain available until ex-
pended: Provided, That of such amount, 
$1,000,000 shall be for necessary expenses of the 
Interagency Infrastructure Permitting Improve-
ment Center (IIPIC): Provided further, That 
there may be transferred to this appropriation, 
to remain available until expended, amounts 
transferred from other Federal agencies for ex-
penses incurred under this heading for IIPIC 
activities not related to transportation infra-
structure: Provided further, That the tools and 
analysis developed by the IIPIC shall be avail-
able to other Federal agencies for the permitting 
and review of major infrastructure projects not 
related to transportation only to the extent that 
other Federal agencies provide funding to the 
Department as provided for under the previous 
proviso. 

WORKING CAPITAL FUND 
For necessary expenses for operating costs 

and capital outlays of the Working Capital 
Fund, not to exceed $319,793,000, shall be paid 
from appropriations made available to the De-
partment of Transportation: Provided, That 
such services shall be provided on a competitive 
basis to entities within the Department of 
Transportation: Provided further, That the 
above limitation on operating expenses shall not 
apply to non-DOT entities: Provided further, 
That no funds appropriated in this Act to an 
agency of the Department shall be transferred to 
the Working Capital Fund without majority ap-
proval of the Working Capital Fund Steering 
Committee and approval of the Secretary: Pro-
vided further, That no assessments may be lev-
ied against any program, budget activity, sub-
activity or project funded by this Act unless no-
tice of such assessments and the basis therefor 
are presented to the House and Senate Commit-
tees on Appropriations and are approved by 
such Committees. 

SMALL AND DISADVANTAGED BUSINESS 
UTILIZATION AND OUTREACH 

For necessary expenses for small and dis-
advantaged business utilization and outreach 
activities, $3,488,000, to remain available until 
September 30, 2021: Provided, That notwith-
standing 49 U.S.C. 332, these funds may be used 
for business opportunities related to any mode 
of transportation. 

PAYMENTS TO AIR CARRIERS 
(AIRPORT AND AIRWAY TRUST FUND) 

In addition to funds made available from any 
other source to carry out the essential air serv-
ice program under 49 U.S.C. 41731 through 
41742, $162,000,000, to be derived from the Air-
port and Airway Trust Fund, to remain avail-
able until expended: Provided, That in deter-
mining between or among carriers competing to 
provide service to a community, the Secretary 
may consider the relative subsidy requirements 
of the carriers: Provided further, That basic es-
sential air service minimum requirements shall 
not include the 15-passenger capacity require-
ment under section 41732(b)(3) of title 49, United 
States Code: Provided further, That none of the 
funds in this Act or any other Act shall be used 
to enter into a new contract with a community 
located less than 40 miles from the nearest small 
hub airport before the Secretary has negotiated 
with the community over a local cost share: Pro-
vided further, That amounts authorized to be 
distributed for the essential air service program 
under section 41742(b) of title 49, United States 
Code, shall be made available immediately from 
amounts otherwise provided to the Adminis-
trator of the Federal Aviation Administration: 
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Provided further, That the Administrator may 
reimburse such amounts from fees credited to 
the account established under section 45303 of 
title 49, United States Code. 

ADMINISTRATIVE PROVISIONS—OFFICE OF THE 
SECRETARY OF TRANSPORTATION 

SEC. 101. None of the funds made available in 
this Act to the Department of Transportation 
may be obligated for the Office of the Secretary 
of Transportation to approve assessments or re-
imbursable agreements pertaining to funds ap-
propriated to the modal administrations in this 
Act, except for activities underway on the date 
of enactment of this Act, unless such assess-
ments or agreements have completed the normal 
reprogramming process for Congressional notifi-
cation. 

SEC. 102. The Secretary shall post on the Web 
site of the Department of Transportation a 
schedule of all meetings of the Council on Credit 
and Finance, including the agenda for each 
meeting, and require the Council on Credit and 
Finance to record the decisions and actions of 
each meeting. 

SEC. 103. In addition to authority provided by 
section 327 of title 49, United States Code, the 
Department’s Working Capital Fund is hereby 
authorized to provide partial or full payments in 
advance and accept subsequent reimbursements 
from all Federal agencies from available funds 
for transit benefit distribution services that are 
necessary to carry out the Federal transit pass 
transportation fringe benefit program under Ex-
ecutive Order No. 13150 and section 3049 of Pub-
lic Law 109–59: Provided, That the Department 
shall maintain a reasonable operating reserve in 
the Working Capital Fund, to be expended in 
advance to provide uninterrupted transit bene-
fits to Government employees: Provided further, 
That such reserve will not exceed one month of 
benefits payable and may be used only for the 
purpose of providing for the continuation of 
transit benefits: Provided further, That the 
Working Capital Fund will be fully reimbursed 
by each customer agency from available funds 
for the actual cost of the transit benefit. 

SEC. 104. None of the funds in this Act may be 
obligated or expended for retention or senior ex-
ecutive bonuses for an employee of the Depart-
ment of Transportation without the prior writ-
ten approval of the Assistant Secretary for Ad-
ministration. 

SEC. 105. Not later than 90 days after the date 
of enactment of this Act, the Secretary of Trans-
portation shall submit to the Committees on Ap-
propriations, Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation, and Environment and Public Works of 
the Senate and the Committees on Appropria-
tions and Transportation and Infrastructure of 
the House of Representatives a report on efforts 
by the Department of Transportation to engage 
with local communities, metropolitan planning 
organizations, and regional transportation com-
missions on advancing data and intelligent 
transportation systems technologies and other 
smart cities solutions. 

SEC. 106. None of the funds made available by 
this Act shall be used to terminate the Intel-
ligent Transportation System Program Advisory 
Committee established under section 5305(h) of 
SAFETEA–LU (23 U.S.C. 512 note; Public Law 
109–59). 

FEDERAL AVIATION ADMINISTRATION 
OPERATIONS 

(AIRPORT AND AIRWAY TRUST FUND) 

For necessary expenses of the Federal Avia-
tion Administration, not otherwise provided for, 
including operations and research activities re-
lated to commercial space transportation, ad-
ministrative expenses for research and develop-
ment, establishment of air navigation facilities, 
the operation (including leasing) and mainte-
nance of aircraft, subsidizing the cost of aero-
nautical charts and maps sold to the public, the 
lease or purchase of passenger motor vehicles for 
replacement only, in addition to amounts made 

available by Public Law 115–254, $10,540,511,000, 
to remain available until September 30, 2021, of 
which $10,540,511,000 shall be derived from the 
Airport and Airway Trust Fund: Provided, That 
of the sums appropriated under this heading— 

(1) $1,359,607,000 shall be available for avia-
tion safety activities; 

(2) $7,925,734,000 shall be available for air 
traffic organization activities; 

(3) $26,040,000 shall be available for commer-
cial space transportation activities; 

(4) $800,646,000 shall be available for finance 
and management activities; 

(5) $61,538,000 shall be available for NextGen 
and operations planning activities; 

(6) $118,642,000 shall be available for security 
and hazardous materials safety; and 

(7) $248,304,000 shall be available for staff of-
fices: 
Provided, That not to exceed 5 percent of any 
budget activity, except for aviation safety budg-
et activity, may be transferred to any budget ac-
tivity under this heading: Provided further, 
That no transfer may increase or decrease any 
appropriation by more than 5 percent: Provided 
further, That any transfer in excess of 5 percent 
shall be treated as a reprogramming of funds 
under section 405 of this Act and shall not be 
available for obligation or expenditure except in 
compliance with the procedures set forth in that 
section: Provided further, That not later than 
March 31 of each fiscal year hereafter, the Ad-
ministrator of the Federal Aviation Administra-
tion shall transmit to Congress an annual up-
date to the report submitted to Congress in De-
cember 2004 pursuant to section 221 of Public 
Law 108–176: Provided further, That the amount 
herein appropriated shall be reduced by $100,000 
for each day after March 31 that such report 
has not been submitted to the Congress: Pro-
vided further, That not later than March 31 of 
each fiscal year hereafter, the Administrator 
shall transmit to Congress a companion report 
that describes a comprehensive strategy for 
staffing, hiring, and training flight standards 
and aircraft certification staff in a format simi-
lar to the one utilized for the controller staffing 
plan, including stated attrition estimates and 
numerical hiring goals by fiscal year: Provided 
further, That the amount herein appropriated 
shall be reduced by $100,000 per day for each 
day after March 31 that such report has not 
been submitted to Congress: Provided further, 
That funds may be used to enter into a grant 
agreement with a nonprofit standard-setting or-
ganization to assist in the development of avia-
tion safety standards: Provided further, That 
none of the funds in this Act shall be available 
for new applicants for the second career train-
ing program: Provided further, That none of the 
funds in this Act shall be available for the Fed-
eral Aviation Administration to finalize or im-
plement any regulation that would promulgate 
new aviation user fees not specifically author-
ized by law after the date of the enactment of 
this Act: Provided further, That there may be 
credited to this appropriation, as offsetting col-
lections, funds received from States, counties, 
municipalities, foreign authorities, other public 
authorities, and private sources for expenses in-
curred in the provision of agency services, in-
cluding receipts for the maintenance and oper-
ation of air navigation facilities, and for 
issuance, renewal or modification of certificates, 
including airman, aircraft, and repair station 
certificates, or for tests related thereto, or for 
processing major repair or alteration forms: Pro-
vided further, That of the funds appropriated 
under this heading, not less than $170,000,000 
shall be used to fund direct operations of the 
current air traffic control towers in the contract 
tower program, including the contract tower 
cost share program, and any airport that is cur-
rently qualified or that will qualify for the pro-
gram during the fiscal year: Provided further, 
That none of the funds in this Act for aero-
nautical charting and cartography are available 
for activities conducted by, or coordinated 

through, the Working Capital Fund: Provided 
further, That none of the funds appropriated or 
otherwise made available by this Act or any 
other Act may be used to eliminate the Contract 
Weather Observers program at any airport: Pro-
vided further, That of the funds appropriated 
under this heading, not less than $5,000,000 
shall be used for a veterans pilot training com-
petitive grant program. 

FACILITIES AND EQUIPMENT 
(AIRPORT AND AIRWAY TRUST FUND) 

For necessary expenses, not otherwise pro-
vided for, for acquisition, establishment, tech-
nical support services, improvement by contract 
or purchase, and hire of national airspace sys-
tems and experimental facilities and equipment, 
as authorized under part A of subtitle VII of 
title 49, United States Code, including initial ac-
quisition of necessary sites by lease or grant; en-
gineering and service testing, including con-
struction of test facilities and acquisition of nec-
essary sites by lease or grant; construction and 
furnishing of quarters and related accommoda-
tions for officers and employees of the Federal 
Aviation Administration stationed at remote lo-
calities where such accommodations are not 
available; and the purchase, lease, or transfer of 
aircraft from funds available under this head-
ing, including aircraft for aviation regulation 
and certification; to be derived from the Airport 
and Airway Trust Fund, $3,153,801,000, of which 
$514,730,000 shall remain available until Sep-
tember 30, 2021, $2,518,544,000 shall remain 
available until September 30, 2022, and 
$120,527,000 shall remain available until ex-
pended: Provided, That there may be credited to 
this appropriation funds received from States, 
counties, municipalities, other public authori-
ties, and private sources, for expenses incurred 
in the establishment, improvement, and mod-
ernization of national airspace systems: Pro-
vided further, That no later than March 31, the 
Secretary of Transportation shall transmit to 
the Congress an investment plan for the Federal 
Aviation Administration which includes funding 
for each budget line item for fiscal years 2021 
through 2025, with total funding for each year 
of the plan constrained to the funding targets 
for those years as estimated and approved by 
the Office of Management and Budget: Provided 
further, That of the amounts made available for 
Enterprise, Concept Development, Human Fac-
tors, and Demonstration, not less than 
$9,500,000 shall be available for the remote tower 
pilot program as authorized by section 161 of the 
FAA Reauthorization Act of 2018 (49 U.S.C. 
47104 note). 

RESEARCH, ENGINEERING, AND DEVELOPMENT 
(AIRPORT AND AIRWAY TRUST FUND) 

For necessary expenses, not otherwise pro-
vided for, for research, engineering, and devel-
opment, as authorized under part A of subtitle 
VII of title 49, United States Code, including 
construction of experimental facilities and ac-
quisition of necessary sites by lease or grant, 
$194,230,000, to be derived from the Airport and 
Airway Trust Fund and to remain available 
until September 30, 2022: Provided, That there 
may be credited to this appropriation as offset-
ting collections, funds received from States, 
counties, municipalities, other public authori-
ties, and private sources, which shall be avail-
able for expenses incurred for research, engi-
neering, and development: Provided further, 
That funds made available under this heading 
shall be used in accordance with the report ac-
companying this Act: Provided further, That 
not to exceed 10 percent of any funding level 
specified under this heading in the report ac-
companying this Act may be transferred to any 
other funding level specified under this heading 
in the report accompanying this Act: Provided 
further, That no transfer may increase or de-
crease any funding level by more than 10 per-
cent: Provided further, That any transfer in ex-
cess of 10 percent shall be treated as a re-
programming of funds under section 405 of this 
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Act and shall not be available for obligation or 
expenditure except in compliance with the pro-
cedures set forth in that section. 

GRANTS-IN-AID FOR AIRPORTS 
(LIQUIDATION OF CONTRACT AUTHORIZATION) 

(LIMITATION ON OBLIGATIONS) 
(AIRPORT AND AIRWAY TRUST FUND) 

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 
For liquidation of obligations incurred for 

grants-in-aid for airport planning and develop-
ment, and noise compatibility planning and pro-
grams as authorized under subchapter I of 
chapter 471 and subchapter I of chapter 475 of 
title 49, United States Code, and under other 
law authorizing such obligations; for procure-
ment, installation, and commissioning of run-
way incursion prevention devices and systems at 
airports of such title; for grants authorized 
under section 41743 of title 49, United States 
Code; and for inspection activities and adminis-
tration of airport safety programs, including 
those related to airport operating certificates 
under section 44706 of title 49, United States 
Code, $3,000,000,000, to be derived from the Air-
port and Airway Trust Fund and to remain 
available until expended: Provided, That none 
of the funds under this heading shall be avail-
able for the planning or execution of programs 
the obligations for which are in excess of 
$3,350,000,000 in fiscal year 2020, notwith-
standing section 47117(g) of title 49, United 
States Code: Provided further, That none of the 
funds under this heading shall be available for 
the replacement of baggage conveyor systems, 
reconfiguration of terminal baggage areas, or 
other airport improvements that are necessary to 
install bulk explosive detection systems: Pro-
vided further, That notwithstanding section 
47109(a) of title 49, United States Code, the Gov-
ernment’s share of allowable project costs under 
paragraph (2) for subgrants or paragraph (3) of 
that section shall be 95 percent for a project at 
other than a large or medium hub airport that 
is a successive phase of a multi-phased con-
struction project for which the project sponsor 
received a grant in fiscal year 2011 for the con-
struction project: Provided further, That not-
withstanding any other provision of law, of 
funds limited under this heading, not more than 
$113,000,000 shall be available for administra-
tion, not less than $15,000,000 shall be available 
for the Airport Cooperative Research Program, 
not less than $39,224,000 shall be available for 
Airport Technology Research, and $10,000,000, 
to remain available until expended, shall be 
available and transferred to ‘‘Office of the Sec-
retary, Salaries and Expenses’’ to carry out the 
Small Community Air Service Development Pro-
gram: Provided further, That in addition to air-
ports eligible under section 41743 of title 49, 
United States Code, such program may include 
the participation of an airport that serves a 
community or consortium that is not larger than 
a small hub airport, according to FAA hub clas-
sifications effective at the time the Office of the 
Secretary issues a request for proposals. 

GRANTS-IN-AID FOR AIRPORTS 
For an additional amount for ‘‘Grants-In-Aid 

for Airports’’, to enable the Secretary of Trans-
portation to make grants for projects as author-
ized by subchapter 1 of chapter 471 and sub-
chapter 1 of chapter 475 of title 49, United States 
Code, $450,000,000, to remain available through 
September 30, 2022: Provided, That amounts 
made available under this heading shall be de-
rived from the general fund, and such funds 
shall not be subject to apportionment formulas, 
special apportionment categories, or minimum 
percentages under chapter 471: Provided fur-
ther, That the Secretary shall distribute funds 
provided under this heading as discretionary 
grants to airports: Provided further, That the 
amount made available under this heading shall 
not be subject to any limitation on obligations 
for the Grants-in-Aid for Airports program set 
forth in any Act: Provided further, That the Ad-

ministrator of the Federal Aviation Administra-
tion may retain up to 0.5 percent of the funds 
provided under this heading to fund the award 
and oversight by the Administrator of grants 
made under this heading. 
ADMINISTRATIVE PROVISIONS—FEDERAL AVIATION 

ADMINISTRATION 
SEC. 110. None of the funds in this Act may be 

used to compensate in excess of 600 technical 
staff-years under the federally funded research 
and development center contract between the 
Federal Aviation Administration and the Center 
for Advanced Aviation Systems Development 
during fiscal year 2020. 

SEC. 111. None of the funds in this Act shall 
be used to pursue or adopt guidelines or regula-
tions requiring airport sponsors to provide to the 
Federal Aviation Administration without cost 
building construction, maintenance, utilities 
and expenses, or space in airport sponsor-owned 
buildings for services relating to air traffic con-
trol, air navigation, or weather reporting: Pro-
vided, That the prohibition of funds in this sec-
tion does not apply to negotiations between the 
agency and airport sponsors to achieve agree-
ment on ‘‘below-market’’ rates for these items or 
to grant assurances that require airport spon-
sors to provide land without cost to the Federal 
Aviation Administration for air traffic control 
facilities. 

SEC. 112. The Administrator of the Federal 
Aviation Administration may reimburse amounts 
made available to satisfy 49 U.S.C. 41742(a)(1) 
from fees credited under 49 U.S.C. 45303 and any 
amount remaining in such account at the close 
of that fiscal year may be made available to sat-
isfy section 41742(a)(1) for the subsequent fiscal 
year. 

SEC. 113. Amounts collected under section 
40113(e) of title 49, United States Code, shall be 
credited to the appropriation current at the time 
of collection, to be merged with and available 
for the same purposes of such appropriation. 

SEC. 114. None of the funds in this Act shall 
be available for paying premium pay under sec-
tion 5546(a) of title 5, United States Code, to any 
Federal Aviation Administration employee un-
less such employee actually performed work 
during the time corresponding to such premium 
pay. 

SEC. 115. None of the funds in this Act may be 
obligated or expended for an employee of the 
Federal Aviation Administration to purchase a 
store gift card or gift certificate through use of 
a Government-issued credit card. 

SEC. 116. Notwithstanding any other provision 
of law, none of the funds made available under 
this Act or any prior Act may be used to imple-
ment or to continue to implement any limitation 
on the ability of any owner or operator of a pri-
vate aircraft to obtain, upon a request to the 
Administrator of the Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration, a blocking of that owner’s or operator’s 
aircraft registration number from any display of 
the Federal Aviation Administration’s Aircraft 
Situational Display to Industry data that is 
made available to the public, except data made 
available to a Government agency, for the non-
commercial flights of that owner or operator. 

SEC. 117. None of the funds in this Act shall 
be available for salaries and expenses of more 
than nine political and Presidential appointees 
in the Federal Aviation Administration. 

SEC. 118. None of the funds made available 
under this Act may be used to increase fees pur-
suant to section 44721 of title 49, United States 
Code, until the Federal Aviation Administration 
provides to the House and Senate Committees on 
Appropriations a report that justifies all fees re-
lated to aeronautical navigation products and 
explains how such fees are consistent with Exec-
utive Order 13642. 

SEC. 119. None of the funds in this Act may be 
used to close a regional operations center of the 
Federal Aviation Administration or reduce its 
services unless the Administrator notifies the 
House and Senate Committees on Appropria-

tions not less than 90 full business days in ad-
vance. 

SEC. 119A. None of the funds appropriated or 
limited by this Act may be used to change 
weight restrictions or prior permission rules at 
Teterboro airport in Teterboro, New Jersey. 

SEC. 119B. None of the funds provided under 
this Act may be used by the Administrator of the 
Federal Aviation Administration to withhold 
from consideration and approval any new appli-
cation for participation in the Contract Tower 
Program, or for reevaluation of Cost-share Pro-
gram participants as long as the Federal Avia-
tion Administration has received an application 
from the airport, and as long as the Adminis-
trator determines such tower is eligible using the 
factors set forth in Federal Aviation Administra-
tion published establishment criteria. 

SEC. 119C. None of the funds made available 
by this Act may be used to close, consolidate, or 
re-designate any field or regional airports divi-
sion office unless the Administrator submits a 
request for the reprogramming of funds under 
section 405 of this Act. 

SENSE OF CONGRESS 
SEC. 119D. It is the sense of Congress that the 

Administrator of the Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration, as part of ongoing efforts to review reg-
ulations regarding the emergency medical equip-
ment carried by passenger airlines, should con-
tinue to prioritize the demands of our nation’s 
growing opioid epidemic and take timely action 
to issue additional guidance to air carriers to 
ensure the expeditious inclusion of opioid an-
tagonists in emergency medical kits. 

FEDERAL HIGHWAY ADMINISTRATION 
LIMITATION ON ADMINISTRATIVE EXPENSES 

(HIGHWAY TRUST FUND) 
(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 

Not to exceed $453,549,689, together with ad-
vances and reimbursements received by the Fed-
eral Highway Administration, shall be obligated 
for necessary expenses for administration and 
operation of the Federal Highway Administra-
tion. In addition, $3,248,000 shall be transferred 
to the Appalachian Regional Commission in ac-
cordance with section 104(a) of title 23, United 
States Code. 

FEDERAL-AID HIGHWAYS 
(LIMITATION ON OBLIGATIONS) 

(HIGHWAY TRUST FUND) 
Funds available for the implementation or 

execution of Federal-aid highway and highway 
safety construction programs authorized under 
titles 23 and 49, United States Code, and the 
provisions of the Fixing America’s Surface 
Transportation Act shall not exceed total obli-
gations of $46,365,092,000 for fiscal year 2020: 
Provided, That the Secretary may collect and 
spend fees, as authorized by title 23, United 
States Code, to cover the costs of services of ex-
pert firms, including counsel, in the field of mu-
nicipal and project finance to assist in the un-
derwriting and servicing of Federal credit in-
struments and all or a portion of the costs to the 
Federal Government of servicing such credit in-
struments: Provided further, That such fees are 
available until expended to pay for such costs: 
Provided further, That such amounts are in ad-
dition to administrative expenses that are also 
available for such purpose, and are not subject 
to any obligation limitation or the limitation on 
administrative expenses under section 608 of 
title 23, United States Code. 

(LIQUIDATION OF CONTRACT AUTHORIZATION) 
(HIGHWAY TRUST FUND) 

For the payment of obligations incurred in 
carrying out Federal-aid highway and highway 
safety construction programs authorized under 
title 23, United States Code, $47,104,092,000 de-
rived from the Highway Trust Fund (other than 
the Mass Transit Account), to remain available 
until expended. 

HIGHWAY INFRASTRUCTURE PROGRAMS 
There is hereby appropriated to the Secretary 

of Transportation $2,700,000,000: Provided, That 
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the amounts made available under this heading 
shall be derived from the general fund, shall be 
in addition to any funds provided for fiscal year 
2020 in this or any other Act for: (1) ‘‘Federal- 
aid Highways’’ under chapter 1 of title 23, 
United States Code; or (2) the Appalachian De-
velopment Highway System as authorized under 
section 1069(y) of Public Law 102–240, and shall 
not affect the distribution or amount of funds 
provided in any other Act: Provided further, 
That section 1101(b) of Public Law 114–94 shall 
apply to funds made available under this head-
ing: Provided further, That of the funds made 
available under this heading, $1,250,000,000 
shall be set aside for activities eligible under sec-
tion 133(b)(1)(A) of title 23, United States Code, 
and for the elimination of hazards and the in-
stallation of protective devices at railway-high-
way crossings, $100,000,000 shall be set aside for 
the nationally significant Federal lands and 
tribal projects program under section 1123 of the 
Fixing America’s Surface Transportation 
(FAST) Act (Public Law 114–94), $1,250,000,000 
shall be set aside for a bridge replacement and 
rehabilitation program for qualifying States, 
and $100,000,000 shall be set aside for necessary 
expenses for construction of the Appalachian 
Development Highway System as authorized 
under section 1069(y) of Public Law 102–240: 
Provided further, That for the purposes of funds 
made available under this heading for activities 
eligible under section 133(b)(1)(A) of title 23, 
United States Code, and for the elimination of 
hazards and the installation of protective de-
vices at railway-highway crossings, the term 
‘‘State’’ means any of the 50 States or the Dis-
trict of Columbia: Provided further, That for the 
purposes of funds made available under this 
heading for construction of the Appalachian 
Development Highway System, the term ‘‘Appa-
lachian State’’ means a State that contains 1 or 
more counties (including any political subdivi-
sion located within the area) in the Appa-
lachian region as defined in section 14102(a) of 
title 40, United States Code: Provided further, 
That the funds made available under this head-
ing for activities eligible under section 
133(b)(1)(A) of title 23, United States Code, and 
for the elimination of hazards and the installa-
tion of protective devices at railway-highway 
crossings, shall be suballocated in the manner 
described in section 133(d) of such title, except 
that the set-aside described in section 133(h) of 
such title shall not apply to funds made avail-
able under this heading: Provided further, That 
the funds made available under this heading for 
(1) activities eligible under section 133(b)(1)(A) 
of such title and for the elimination of hazards 
and the installation of protective devices at rail-
way-highway crossings, and (2) a bridge re-
placement and rehabilitation program shall be 
administered as if apportioned under chapter 1 
of such title and shall remain available through 
September 30, 2023: Provided further, That the 
funds made available under this heading for ac-
tivities eligible under section 133(b)(1)(A) of title 
23, United States Code, and for the elimination 
of hazards and the installation of protective de-
vices at railway-highway crossings, shall be ap-
portioned to the States in the same ratio as the 
obligation limitation for fiscal year 2020 is dis-
tributed among the States in section 120(a)(5) of 
this Act: Provided further, That the funds made 
available under this heading for the nationally 
significant Federal lands and tribal projects 
program under section 1123 of the FAST Act 
shall remain available through September 30, 
2023: Provided further, That for the purposes of 
funds made available under this heading for a 
bridge replacement and rehabilitation program, 
the term ‘‘qualifying State’’ means any of the 50 
States with a population of less than 5,000,000 
and in which less than 65 percent of National 
Highway System bridges are classified as in 
good condition: Provided further, That the Sec-
retary shall distribute funds made available 
under this heading for a bridge replacement and 
rehabilitation program to each qualifying State 

by the proportion that the percentage of Na-
tional Highway System bridges not classified as 
in good condition in such qualifying State bears 
to the sum of the percentages of National High-
way System bridges not classified as in good 
condition in all qualifying States: Provided fur-
ther, That the funds made available under this 
heading for a bridge replacement and rehabilita-
tion program shall be used for highway bridge 
replacement or rehabilitation projects on public 
roads: Provided further, That for purposes of 
this heading for the bridge replacement and re-
habilitation program, the Secretary shall (1) cal-
culate population based on the latest available 
data from the decennial census conducted under 
section 141(a) of title 13, United States Code, 
and (2) calculate the percentages of bridges not 
classified as in good condition based on the Na-
tional Bridge Inventory as of December 31, 2018: 
Provided further, That funds made available 
under this heading for construction of the Ap-
palachian Development Highway System shall 
remain available until expended: Provided fur-
ther, That a project carried out with funds 
made available under this heading for construc-
tion of the Appalachian Development Highway 
System shall be carried out in the same manner 
as a project under section 14501 of title 40, 
United States Code: Provided further, That sub-
ject to the following proviso, funds made avail-
able under this heading for construction of the 
Appalachian Development Highway System 
shall be apportioned to Appalachian States ac-
cording to the percentages derived from the 2012 
Appalachian Development Highway System 
Cost-to-Complete Estimate, adopted in Appa-
lachian Regional Commission Resolution Num-
ber 736, and confirmed as each Appalachian 
State’s relative share of the estimated remaining 
need to complete the Appalachian Development 
Highway System, adjusted to exclude those cor-
ridors that such States have no current plans to 
complete, as reported in the 2013 Appalachian 
Development Highway System Completion Re-
port: Provided further, That the Secretary shall 
adjust apportionments made under the pre-
ceding proviso so that no Appalachian State 
shall be apportioned an amount in excess of 30 
percent of the amount made available for con-
struction of the Appalachian Development 
Highway System under this heading: Provided 
further, That the Secretary shall consult with 
the Appalachian Regional Commission in mak-
ing adjustments under the preceding two pro-
visos: Provided further, That the Federal share 
of the costs for which an expenditure is made 
for construction of the Appalachian Develop-
ment Highway System under this heading shall 
be up to 100 percent. 
ADMINISTRATIVE PROVISIONS—FEDERAL HIGHWAY 

ADMINISTRATION 
SEC. 120. (a) For fiscal year 2020, the Sec-

retary of Transportation shall— 
(1) not distribute from the obligation limita-

tion for Federal-aid highways— 
(A) amounts authorized for administrative ex-

penses and programs by section 104(a) of title 23, 
United States Code; and 

(B) amounts authorized for the Bureau of 
Transportation Statistics; 

(2) not distribute an amount from the obliga-
tion limitation for Federal-aid highways that is 
equal to the unobligated balance of amounts— 

(A) made available from the Highway Trust 
Fund (other than the Mass Transit Account) for 
Federal-aid highway and highway safety con-
struction programs for previous fiscal years the 
funds for which are allocated by the Secretary 
(or apportioned by the Secretary under sections 
202 or 204 of title 23, United States Code); and 

(B) for which obligation limitation was pro-
vided in a previous fiscal year; 

(3) determine the proportion that— 
(A) the obligation limitation for Federal-aid 

highways, less the aggregate of amounts not dis-
tributed under paragraphs (1) and (2) of this 
subsection; bears to 

(B) the total of the sums authorized to be ap-
propriated for the Federal-aid highway and 
highway safety construction programs (other 
than sums authorized to be appropriated for 
provisions of law described in paragraphs (1) 
through (11) of subsection (b) and sums author-
ized to be appropriated for section 119 of title 23, 
United States Code, equal to the amount re-
ferred to in subsection (b)(12) for such fiscal 
year), less the aggregate of the amounts not dis-
tributed under paragraphs (1) and (2) of this 
subsection; 

(4) distribute the obligation limitation for Fed-
eral-aid highways, less the aggregate amounts 
not distributed under paragraphs (1) and (2), for 
each of the programs (other than programs to 
which paragraph (1) applies) that are allocated 
by the Secretary under the Fixing America’s 
Surface Transportation Act and title 23, United 
States Code, or apportioned by the Secretary 
under sections 202 or 204 of that title, by multi-
plying— 

(A) the proportion determined under para-
graph (3); by 

(B) the amounts authorized to be appropriated 
for each such program for such fiscal year; and 

(5) distribute the obligation limitation for Fed-
eral-aid highways, less the aggregate amounts 
not distributed under paragraphs (1) and (2) 
and the amounts distributed under paragraph 
(4), for Federal-aid highway and highway safe-
ty construction programs that are apportioned 
by the Secretary under title 23, United States 
Code (other than the amounts apportioned for 
the National Highway Performance Program in 
section 119 of title 23, United States Code, that 
are exempt from the limitation under subsection 
(b)(12) and the amounts apportioned under sec-
tions 202 and 204 of that title) in the proportion 
that— 

(A) amounts authorized to be appropriated for 
the programs that are apportioned under title 
23, United States Code, to each State for such 
fiscal year; bears to 

(B) the total of the amounts authorized to be 
appropriated for the programs that are appor-
tioned under title 23, United States Code, to all 
States for such fiscal year. 

(b) EXCEPTIONS FROM OBLIGATION LIMITA-
TION.—The obligation limitation for Federal-aid 
highways shall not apply to obligations under 
or for— 

(1) section 125 of title 23, United States Code; 
(2) section 147 of the Surface Transportation 

Assistance Act of 1978 (23 U.S.C. 144 note; 92 
Stat. 2714); 

(3) section 9 of the Federal-Aid Highway Act 
of 1981 (95 Stat. 1701); 

(4) subsections (b) and (j) of section 131 of the 
Surface Transportation Assistance Act of 1982 
(96 Stat. 2119); 

(5) subsections (b) and (c) of section 149 of the 
Surface Transportation and Uniform Relocation 
Assistance Act of 1987 (101 Stat. 198); 

(6) sections 1103 through 1108 of the Inter-
modal Surface Transportation Efficiency Act of 
1991 (105 Stat. 2027); 

(7) section 157 of title 23, United States Code 
(as in effect on June 8, 1998); 

(8) section 105 of title 23, United States Code 
(as in effect for fiscal years 1998 through 2004, 
but only in an amount equal to $639,000,000 for 
each of those fiscal years); 

(9) Federal-aid highway programs for which 
obligation authority was made available under 
the Transportation Equity Act for the 21st Cen-
tury (112 Stat. 107) or subsequent Acts for mul-
tiple years or to remain available until ex-
pended, but only to the extent that the obliga-
tion authority has not lapsed or been used; 

(10) section 105 of title 23, United States Code 
(as in effect for fiscal years 2005 through 2012, 
but only in an amount equal to $639,000,000 for 
each of those fiscal years); 

(11) section 1603 of SAFETEA–LU (23 U.S.C. 
118 note; 119 Stat. 1248), to the extent that funds 
obligated in accordance with that section were 
not subject to a limitation on obligations at the 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 02:25 Nov 20, 2019 Jkt 099060 PO 00000 Frm 00057 Fmt 7634 Sfmt 6333 E:\CR\FM\A19NO7.001 H19NOPT1S
sp

en
ce

r 
on

 D
S

K
B

B
X

C
H

B
2P

R
O

D
 w

ith
 H

O
U

S
E



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSEH9018 November 19, 2019 
time at which the funds were initially made 
available for obligation; and 

(12) section 119 of title 23, United States Code 
(but, for each of fiscal years 2013 through 2020, 
only in an amount equal to $639,000,000). 

(c) REDISTRIBUTION OF UNUSED OBLIGATION 
AUTHORITY.—Notwithstanding subsection (a), 
the Secretary shall, after August 1 of such fiscal 
year— 

(1) revise a distribution of the obligation limi-
tation made available under subsection (a) if an 
amount distributed cannot be obligated during 
that fiscal year; and 

(2) redistribute sufficient amounts to those 
States able to obligate amounts in addition to 
those previously distributed during that fiscal 
year, giving priority to those States having large 
unobligated balances of funds apportioned 
under sections 144 (as in effect on the day before 
the date of enactment of Public Law 112–141) 
and 104 of title 23, United States Code. 

(d) APPLICABILITY OF OBLIGATION LIMITA-
TIONS TO TRANSPORTATION RESEARCH PRO-
GRAMS.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in para-
graph (2), the obligation limitation for Federal- 
aid highways shall apply to contract authority 
for transportation research programs carried out 
under— 

(A) chapter 5 of title 23, United States Code; 
and 

(B) title VI of the Fixing America’s Surface 
Transportation Act. 

(2) EXCEPTION.—Obligation authority made 
available under paragraph (1) shall— 

(A) remain available for a period of 4 fiscal 
years; and 

(B) be in addition to the amount of any limi-
tation imposed on obligations for Federal-aid 
highway and highway safety construction pro-
grams for future fiscal years. 

(e) REDISTRIBUTION OF CERTAIN AUTHORIZED 
FUNDS.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 30 days after 
the date of distribution of obligation limitation 
under subsection (a), the Secretary shall dis-
tribute to the States any funds (excluding funds 
authorized for the program under section 202 of 
title 23, United States Code) that— 

(A) are authorized to be appropriated for such 
fiscal year for Federal-aid highway programs; 
and 

(B) the Secretary determines will not be allo-
cated to the States (or will not be apportioned to 
the States under section 204 of title 23, United 
States Code), and will not be available for obli-
gation, for such fiscal year because of the impo-
sition of any obligation limitation for such fiscal 
year. 

(2) RATIO.—Funds shall be distributed under 
paragraph (1) in the same proportion as the dis-
tribution of obligation authority under sub-
section (a)(5). 

(3) AVAILABILITY.—Funds distributed to each 
State under paragraph (1) shall be available for 
any purpose described in section 133(b) of title 
23, United States Code. 

SEC. 121. Notwithstanding 31 U.S.C. 3302, 
funds received by the Bureau of Transportation 
Statistics from the sale of data products, for 
necessary expenses incurred pursuant to chap-
ter 63 of title 49, United States Code, may be 
credited to the Federal-aid highways account 
for the purpose of reimbursing the Bureau for 
such expenses: Provided, That such funds shall 
be subject to the obligation limitation for Fed-
eral-aid highway and highway safety construc-
tion programs. 

SEC. 122. Not less than 15 days prior to 
waiving, under his or her statutory authority, 
any Buy America requirement for Federal-aid 
highways projects, the Secretary of Transpor-
tation shall make an informal public notice and 
comment opportunity on the intent to issue such 
waiver and the reasons therefor: Provided, That 
the Secretary shall provide an annual report to 
the House and Senate Committees on Appropria-
tions on any waivers granted under the Buy 
America requirements. 

SEC. 123. None of the funds provided in this 
Act to the Department of Transportation may be 
used to provide credit assistance unless not less 
than 3 days before any application approval to 
provide credit assistance under sections 603 and 
604 of title 23, United States Code, the Secretary 
of Transportation provides notification in writ-
ing to the following committees: the House and 
Senate Committees on Appropriations; the Com-
mittee on Environment and Public Works and 
the Committee on Banking, Housing and Urban 
Affairs of the Senate; and the Committee on 
Transportation and Infrastructure of the House 
of Representatives: Provided, That such notifi-
cation shall include, but not be limited to, the 
name of the project sponsor; a description of the 
project; whether credit assistance will be pro-
vided as a direct loan, loan guarantee, or line of 
credit; and the amount of credit assistance. 

SEC. 124. None of the funds provided in this 
Act may be used to make a grant for a project 
under section 117 of title 23, United States Code, 
unless the Secretary, at least 60 days before 
making a grant under that section, provides 
written notification to the House and Senate 
Committees on Appropriations of the proposed 
grant, including an evaluation and justification 
for the project and the amount of the proposed 
grant award: Provided, That the written notifi-
cation required in the previous proviso shall be 
made no later than 180 days after enactment of 
this Act. 

SEC. 125. (a) A State or territory, as defined in 
section 165 of title 23, United States Code, may 
use for any project eligible under section 133(b) 
of title 23 or section 165 of title 23 and located 
within the boundary of the State or territory 
any earmarked amount, and any associated ob-
ligation limitation: Provided, That the Depart-
ment of Transportation for the State or territory 
for which the earmarked amount was originally 
designated or directed notifies the Secretary of 
Transportation of its intent to use its authority 
under this section and submits a quarterly re-
port to the Secretary identifying the projects to 
which the funding would be applied: Provided 
further, That notwithstanding the original pe-
riod of availability of funds to be obligated 
under this section, such funds and associated 
obligation limitation shall remain available for 
obligation for a period of 3 fiscal years after the 
fiscal year in which the Secretary of Transpor-
tation is notified: Provided further, That the 
Federal share of the cost of a project carried out 
with funds made available under this section 
shall be the same as associated with the ear-
mark. 

(b) In this section, the term ‘‘earmarked 
amount’’ means— 

(1) congressionally directed spending, as de-
fined in rule XLIV of the Standing Rules of the 
Senate, identified in a prior law, report, or joint 
explanatory statement, which was authorized to 
be appropriated or appropriated more than 10 
fiscal years prior to the current fiscal year, and 
administered by the Federal Highway Adminis-
tration; or 

(2) a congressional earmark, as defined in rule 
XXI of the Rules of the House of Representa-
tives, identified in a prior law, report, or joint 
explanatory statement, which was authorized to 
be appropriated or appropriated more than 10 
fiscal years prior to the current fiscal year, and 
administered by the Federal Highway Adminis-
tration. 

(c) The authority under subsection (a) may be 
exercised only for those projects or activities 
that have obligated less than 10 percent of the 
amount made available for obligation as of Oc-
tober 1 of the current fiscal year, and shall be 
applied to projects within the same general geo-
graphic area within 100 miles for which the 
funding was designated, except that a State or 
territory may apply such authority to unex-
pended balances of funds from projects or activi-
ties the State or territory certifies have been 
closed and for which payments have been made 
under a final voucher. 

(d) The Secretary shall submit consolidated 
reports of the information provided by the 
States and territories each quarter to the House 
and Senate Committees on Appropriations. 

FEDERAL MOTOR CARRIER SAFETY 
ADMINISTRATION 

MOTOR CARRIER SAFETY OPERATIONS AND 
PROGRAMS 

(LIQUIDATION OF CONTRACT AUTHORIZATION) 

(LIMITATION ON OBLIGATIONS) 

(HIGHWAY TRUST FUND) 

For payment of obligations incurred in the im-
plementation, execution and administration of 
motor carrier safety operations and programs 
pursuant to section 31110 of title 49, United 
States Code, as amended by the Fixing Amer-
ica’s Surface Transportation Act, $288,000,000, 
to be derived from the Highway Trust Fund 
(other than the Mass Transit Account), together 
with advances and reimbursements received by 
the Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administra-
tion, the sum of which shall remain available 
until expended: Provided, That funds available 
for implementation, execution or administration 
of motor carrier safety operations and programs 
authorized under title 49, United States Code, 
shall not exceed total obligations of $288,000,000 
for ‘‘Motor Carrier Safety Operations and Pro-
grams’’ for fiscal year 2020, of which $9,073,000, 
to remain available for obligation until Sep-
tember 30, 2022, is for the research and tech-
nology program, and of which $35,334,000, to re-
main available for obligation until September 30, 
2022, is for information management. 

MOTOR CARRIER SAFETY GRANTS 

(LIQUIDATION OF CONTRACT AUTHORIZATION) 

(LIMITATION ON OBLIGATIONS) 

(HIGHWAY TRUST FUND) 

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 

For payment of obligations incurred in car-
rying out sections 31102, 31103, 31104, and 31313 
of title 49, United States Code, as amended by 
the Fixing America’s Surface Transportation 
Act, $391,135,561, to be derived from the High-
way Trust Fund (other than the Mass Transit 
Account) and to remain available until ex-
pended: Provided, That funds available for the 
implementation or execution of motor carrier 
safety programs shall not exceed total obliga-
tions of $391,135,561 in fiscal year 2020 for 
‘‘Motor Carrier Safety Grants’’: Provided fur-
ther, That of the sums appropriated under this 
heading: 

(1) $308,700,000 shall be available for the motor 
carrier safety assistance program; 

(2) $33,200,000 shall be available for the com-
mercial driver’s license program implementation 
program; 

(3) $45,900,000 shall be available for the high 
priority activities program, of which $1,000,000 is 
to be made available from prior year unobligated 
contract authority provided for Motor Carrier 
Safety in the Transportation Equity Act for the 
21st Century (Public Law 105–178), SAFETEA– 
LU (Public Law 109–59), or other appropriations 
or authorization Acts; and 

(4) $3,335,561 shall be made available for com-
mercial motor vehicle operators grants, of which 
$2,335,561 is to be made available from prior year 
unobligated contract authority provided for 
Motor Carrier Safety in the Transportation Eq-
uity Act for the 21st Century (Public Law 105– 
178), SAFETEA–LU (Public Law 109–59), or 
other appropriations or authorization Acts. 

ADMINISTRATIVE PROVISIONS—FEDERAL MOTOR 
CARRIER SAFETY ADMINISTRATION 

SEC. 130. The Federal Motor Carrier Safety 
Administration shall send notice of 49 CFR sec-
tion 385.308 violations by certified mail, reg-
istered mail, or another manner of delivery, 
which records the receipt of the notice by the 
persons responsible for the violations. 

SEC. 131. None of the funds appropriated or 
otherwise made available to the Department of 
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Transportation by this Act or any other Act 
may be obligated or expended to implement, ad-
minister, or enforce the requirements of section 
31137 of title 49, United States Code, or any reg-
ulation issued by the Secretary pursuant to 
such section, with respect to the use of elec-
tronic logging devices by operators of commer-
cial motor vehicles, as defined in section 31132(1) 
of such title, transporting livestock as defined in 
section 602 of the Emergency Livestock Feed As-
sistance Act of 1988 (7 U.S.C. 1471) or insects. 

SEC. 132. The Federal Motor Carrier Safety 
Administration shall update annual inspection 
regulations under Appendix G to subchapter B 
of chapter III of title 49, Code of Federal Regu-
lations, as recommended by GAO–19–264. 

NATIONAL HIGHWAY TRAFFIC SAFETY 
ADMINISTRATION 

OPERATIONS AND RESEARCH 

For expenses necessary to discharge the func-
tions of the Secretary, $194,000,000: Provided, 
That $178,501,000 shall be for traffic and high-
way safety activities authorized under chapter 
301 and part C of subtitle VI of title 49, United 
States Code: Provided further, That $499,000 
shall be for in-vehicle alcohol detection device 
research: Provided further, That $15,000,000 
shall be for behavioral safety activities under 
section 403 of title 23, United States Code, of 
which $6,000,000 shall be for behavioral research 
on Automated Driving Systems and Advanced 
Driver Assistance Systems and improving con-
sumer responses to safety recalls; $4,000,000 shall 
be for grants, pilot program activities, and inno-
vative solutions to reduce impaired-driving fa-
talities in collaboration with eligible entities; 
and $5,000,000 shall be for grants, pilot program 
activities, and innovative solutions to evaluate 
driver behavior to technologies that protect law 
enforcement, first responders, roadside crews, 
and others while on the job: Provided further, 
That the amounts in the previous proviso shall 
be in addition to any amounts made available 
under the heading, ‘‘Operations and Research 
(Liquidation of Contraction Authorization) 
(Limitation on Obligations)’’ for carrying out 
the provisions of section 403 of title 23, United 
States Code: Provided further, That of the 
amounts made available under this heading, 
$40,000,000 shall remain available through Sep-
tember 30, 2021. 

OPERATIONS AND RESEARCH 

(LIQUIDATION OF CONTRACT AUTHORIZATION) 

(LIMITATION ON OBLIGATIONS) 

(HIGHWAY TRUST FUND) 

For payment of obligations incurred in car-
rying out the provisions of 23 U.S.C. 403, section 
4011 of the Fixing America’s Surface Transpor-
tation Act (Public Law 114–94), and chapter 303 
of title 49, United States Code, $155,300,000, to be 
derived from the Highway Trust Fund (other 
than the Mass Transit Account) and to remain 
available until expended: Provided, That none 
of the funds in this Act shall be available for 
the planning or execution of programs for which 
the total obligations in fiscal year 2020 are in 
excess of $155,300,000: Provided further, That of 
the sums appropriated under this heading: 

(1) $149,800,000 shall be for programs author-
ized under 23 U.S.C. 403 and section 4011 of the 
Fixing America’s Surface Transportation Act 
(Public Law 114–94); and 

(2) $5,500,000 shall be for the National Driver 
Register authorized under chapter 303 of title 49, 
United States Code: 

Provided further, That within the $155,300,000 
obligation limitation for operations and re-
search, $20,000,000 shall remain available until 
September 30, 2021, and shall be in addition to 
the amount of any limitation imposed on obliga-
tions for future years. 

HIGHWAY TRAFFIC SAFETY GRANTS 

(LIQUIDATION OF CONTRACT AUTHORIZATION) 

(LIMITATION ON OBLIGATIONS) 

(HIGHWAY TRUST FUND) 

For payment of obligations incurred in car-
rying out provisions of 23 U.S.C. 402, 404, and 
405, and section 4001(a)(6) of the Fixing Amer-
ica’s Surface Transportation Act, to remain 
available until expended, $623,017,000, to be de-
rived from the Highway Trust Fund (other than 
the Mass Transit Account): Provided, That none 
of the funds in this Act shall be available for 
the planning or execution of programs for which 
the total obligations in fiscal year 2020 are in 
excess of $623,017,000 for programs authorized 
under 23 U.S.C. 402, 404, and 405, and section 
4001(a)(6) of the Fixing America’s Surface 
Transportation Act: Provided further, That of 
the sums appropriated under this heading: 

(1) $279,800,000 shall be for ‘‘Highway Safety 
Programs’’ under 23 U.S.C. 402; 

(2) $285,900,000 shall be for ‘‘National Priority 
Safety Programs’’ under 23 U.S.C. 405; 

(3) $30,500,000 shall be for the ‘‘High Visibility 
Enforcement Program’’ under 23 U.S.C. 404; and 

(4) $26,817,000 shall be for ‘‘Administrative Ex-
penses’’ under section 4001(a)(6) of the Fixing 
America’s Surface Transportation Act: 
Provided further, That none of these funds shall 
be used for construction, rehabilitation, or re-
modeling costs, or for office furnishings and fix-
tures for State, local, or private buildings or 
structures: Provided further, That not to exceed 
$500,000 of the funds made available for ‘‘Na-
tional Priority Safety Programs’’ under 23 
U.S.C. 405 for ‘‘Impaired Driving Counter-
measures’’ (as described in subsection (d) of that 
section) shall be available for technical assist-
ance to the States: Provided further, That with 
respect to the ‘‘Transfers’’ provision under 23 
U.S.C. 405(a)(8), any amounts transferred to in-
crease the amounts made available under sec-
tion 402 shall include the obligation authority 
for such amounts: Provided further, That the 
Administrator shall notify the House and Senate 
Committees on Appropriations of any exercise of 
the authority granted under the previous pro-
viso or under 23 U.S.C. 405(a)(8) within 5 days. 

ADMINISTRATIVE PROVISIONS—NATIONAL 
HIGHWAY TRAFFIC SAFETY ADMINISTRATION 

SEC. 140. An additional $130,000 shall be made 
available to the National Highway Traffic Safe-
ty Administration, out of the amount limited for 
section 402 of title 23, United States Code, to pay 
for travel and related expenses for State man-
agement reviews and to pay for core competency 
development training and related expenses for 
highway safety staff. 

SEC. 141. The limitations on obligations for the 
programs of the National Highway Traffic Safe-
ty Administration set in this Act shall not apply 
to obligations for which obligation authority 
was made available in previous public laws but 
only to the extent that the obligation authority 
has not lapsed or been used. 

FEDERAL RAILROAD ADMINISTRATION 

SAFETY AND OPERATIONS 

For necessary expenses of the Federal Rail-
road Administration, not otherwise provided for, 
$221,698,000, of which $18,000,000 shall remain 
available until expended. 

RAILROAD RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT 

For necessary expenses for railroad research 
and development, $40,600,000, to remain avail-
able until expended. 

RAILROAD REHABILITATION AND IMPROVEMENT 
FINANCING PROGRAM 

The Secretary of Transportation is authorized 
to issue direct loans and loan guarantees pursu-
ant to sections 501 through 504 of the Railroad 
Revitalization and Regulatory Reform Act of 
1976 (Public Law 94–210), as amended, such au-
thority shall exist as long as any such direct 
loan or loan guarantee is outstanding. 

FEDERAL-STATE PARTNERSHIP FOR STATE OF 
GOOD REPAIR 

For necessary expenses related to Federal- 
State Partnership for State of Good Repair 
Grants as authorized by section 24911 of title 49, 
United States Code, $300,000,000, to remain 
available until expended: Provided, That the 
Secretary may withhold up to one percent of the 
amount provided under this heading for the 
costs of award and project management over-
sight of grants carried out under section 24911 of 
title 49, United States Code: Provided further, 
That the Secretary shall issue the Notice of 
Funding Opportunity that encompasses pre-
viously unawarded funds provided under this 
heading in fiscal year 2019 by Public Law 116– 
6 no later than 30 days after enactment of this 
Act and announce the selection of projects to re-
ceive awards for such funds no later than 210 
days after the enactment of this Act: Provided 
further, That the Secretary shall issue the No-
tice of Funding Opportunity that encompasses 
funds provided under this heading in this Act 
no later than 270 days after enactment of this 
Act and announce the selection of projects to re-
ceive awards for such funds no later than 450 
days after the enactment of this Act. 

CONSOLIDATED RAIL INFRASTRUCTURE AND 
SAFETY IMPROVEMENTS 

For necessary expenses related to Consoli-
dated Rail Infrastructure and Safety Improve-
ments Grants, as authorized by section 22907 of 
title 49, United States Code, $255,000,000, to re-
main available until expended: Provided, That 
section 22905(f) of title 49, United States Code, 
shall not apply to projects for the implementa-
tion of positive train control systems otherwise 
eligible under section 24407(c)(1) of title 49, 
United States Code: Provided further, That 
amounts available under this heading for 
projects selected for commuter rail passenger 
transportation may be transferred by the Sec-
retary, after selection, to the appropriate agen-
cies to be administered in accordance with chap-
ter 53 of title 49, United States Code: Provided 
further, That the Secretary shall not limit eligi-
ble projects from consideration for funding for 
planning, engineering, environmental, construc-
tion, and design elements of the same project in 
the same application: Provided further, That 
unobligated balances remaining after 4 years 
from the date of enactment may be used for any 
eligible project under section 22907(c) of title 49, 
United States Code: Provided further, That the 
Secretary may withhold up to one percent of the 
amount provided under this heading for the 
costs of award and project management over-
sight of grants carried out under section 22907 of 
title 49, United States Code: Provided further, 
That the Secretary shall announce the selection 
of projects to receive awards for funds provided 
under this heading in fiscal year 2019 by Public 
Law 116–6 no later than 210 days after the en-
actment of this Act: Provided further, That the 
Secretary shall issue the Notice of Funding Op-
portunity that encompasses funds provided 
under this heading in this Act no later than 270 
days after enactment of this Act and announce 
the selection of projects to receive awards for 
such funds no later than 450 days after the en-
actment of this Act. 

RESTORATION AND ENHANCEMENT 
For necessary expenses related to Restoration 

and Enhancement Grants, as authorized by sec-
tion 24408 of title 49, United States Code, 
$2,000,000, to remain available until expended: 
Provided, That the Secretary may withhold up 
to one percent of the funds provided under this 
heading to fund the costs of award and project 
management and oversight. 
NORTHEAST CORRIDOR GRANTS TO THE NATIONAL 

RAILROAD PASSENGER CORPORATION 
To enable the Secretary of Transportation to 

make grants to the National Railroad Passenger 
Corporation for activities associated with the 
Northeast Corridor as authorized by section 
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11101(a) of the Fixing America’s Surface Trans-
portation Act (division A of Public Law 114–94), 
$680,000,000, to remain available until expended: 
Provided, That the Secretary may retain up to 
one-half of 1 percent of the funds provided 
under both this heading and the ‘‘National Net-
work Grants to the National Railroad Passenger 
Corporation’’ heading to fund the costs of 
project management and oversight of activities 
authorized by section 11101(c) of division A of 
Public Law 114–94: Provided further, That in 
addition to the project management oversight 
funds authorized under section 11101(c) of divi-
sion A of Public Law 114–94, the Secretary may 
retain up to an additional $5,000,000 of the 
funds provided under this heading to fund ex-
penses associated with the Northeast Corridor 
Commission established under section 24905 of 
title 49, United States Code: Provided further, 
That of the amounts made available under this 
heading and the ‘‘National Network Grants to 
the National Railroad Passenger Corporation’’ 
heading, not less than $50,000,000 shall be made 
available to bring Amtrak-served facilities and 
stations into compliance with the Americans 
with Disabilities Act: Provided further, That of 
the amounts made available under this heading 
and the ‘‘National Network Grants to the Na-
tional Railroad Passenger Corporation’’ head-
ing, $100,000,000 shall be made available to fund 
the replacement of the single-level passenger 
cars used on Northeast Corridor and State Sup-
ported Corridor routes. 

NATIONAL NETWORK GRANTS TO THE NATIONAL 
RAILROAD PASSENGER CORPORATION 

To enable the Secretary of Transportation to 
make grants to the National Railroad Passenger 
Corporation for activities associated with the 
National Network as authorized by section 
11101(b) of the Fixing America’s Surface Trans-
portation Act (division A of Public Law 114–94), 
$1,320,000,000, to remain available until ex-
pended: Provided, That the Secretary may re-
tain up to an additional $2,000,000 of the funds 
provided under this heading to fund expenses 
associated with the State-Supported Route Com-
mittee established under section 24712 of title 49, 
United States Code: Provided further, That at 
least $50,000,000 of the amount provided under 
this heading shall be available for the develop-
ment, installation and operation of railroad 
safety technology, including the implementation 
of a positive train control system, on State-sup-
ported routes as defined under section 24102(13) 
of title 49, United States Code, on which positive 
train control systems are not required by law or 
regulation: Provided further, That none of the 
funds provided under this heading shall be used 
by Amtrak to give notice under subsection (a) or 
(b) of section 24706 of title 49, United States 
Code, with respect to long-distance routes (as 
defined in section 24102 of title 49, United States 
Code) on which Amtrak is the sole operator on 
a host railroad’s line and a positive train con-
trol system is not required by law or regulation, 
or, except in an emergency or during mainte-
nance or construction outages impacting such 
routes, to otherwise discontinue, reduce the fre-
quency of, suspend, or substantially alter the 
route of rail service on any portion of such 
route operated in fiscal year 2018, including im-
plementation of service permitted by section 
24305(a)(3)(A) of title 49, United States Code, in 
lieu of rail service. 

ADMINISTRATIVE PROVISIONS—FEDERAL 
RAILROAD ADMINISTRATION 

SEC. 150. None of the funds provided to the 
National Railroad Passenger Corporation may 
be used to fund any overtime costs in excess of 
$35,000 for any individual employee: Provided, 
That the President of Amtrak may waive the 
cap set in the previous proviso for specific em-
ployees when the President of Amtrak deter-
mines such a cap poses a risk to the safety and 
operational efficiency of the system: Provided 
further, That the President of Amtrak shall re-
port to the House and Senate Committees on Ap-

propriations within 60 days of enactment of this 
Act, a summary of all overtime payments in-
curred by the Corporation for 2019 and the three 
prior calendar years: Provided further, That 
such summary shall include the total number of 
employees that received waivers and the total 
overtime payments the Corporation paid to 
those employees receiving waivers for each 
month for 2019 and for the three prior calendar 
years. 

SEC. 151. It is the sense of Congress that— 
(1) long-distance passenger rail routes provide 

much-needed transportation access for 4,700,000 
riders in 325 communities in 40 States and are 
particularly important in rural areas; and 

(2) long-distance passenger rail routes and 
services should be sustained to ensure 
connectivity throughout the National Network 
(as defined in section 24102 of title 49, United 
States Code). 

FEDERAL TRANSIT ADMINISTRATION 
ADMINISTRATIVE EXPENSES 

For necessary administrative expenses of the 
Federal Transit Administration’s programs au-
thorized by chapter 53 of title 49, United States 
Code, $113,165,000: Provided, That none of the 
funds provided or limited in this Act may be 
used to create a permanent office of transit se-
curity under this heading: Provided further, 
That upon submission to the Congress of the fis-
cal year 2021 President’s budget, the Secretary 
of Transportation shall transmit to Congress the 
annual report on New Starts, including pro-
posed allocations for fiscal year 2021. 

TRANSIT FORMULA GRANTS 

(LIQUIDATION OF CONTRACT AUTHORIZATION) 

(LIMITATION ON OBLIGATIONS) 

(HIGHWAY TRUST FUND) 

For payment of obligations incurred in the 
Federal Public Transportation Assistance Pro-
gram in this account, and for payment of obli-
gations incurred in carrying out the provisions 
of 49 U.S.C. 5305, 5307, 5310, 5311, 5312, 5314, 
5318, 5329(e)(6), 5335, 5337, 5339, and 5340, as 
amended by the Fixing America’s Surface 
Transportation Act, section 20005(b) of Public 
Law 112–141, and section 3006(b) of the Fixing 
America’s Surface Transportation Act 
$10,800,000,000, to be derived from the Mass 
Transit Account of the Highway Trust Fund 
and to remain available until expended: Pro-
vided, That funds available for the implementa-
tion or execution of programs authorized under 
49 U.S.C. 5305, 5307, 5310, 5311, 5312, 5314, 5318, 
5329(e)(6), 5335, 5337, 5339, and 5340, as amended 
by the Fixing America’s Surface Transportation 
Act, section 20005(b) of Public Law 112–141, and 
section 3006(b) of the Fixing America’s Surface 
Transportation Act, shall not exceed total obli-
gations of $10,150,348,462 in fiscal year 2020: 
Provided further, That the Federal share of the 
cost of activities carried out under 49 U.S.C. sec-
tion 5312 shall not exceed 80 percent, except that 
if there is substantial public interest or benefit, 
the Secretary may approve a greater Federal 
share. 

TRANSIT INFRASTRUCTURE GRANTS 

For an additional amount for buses and bus 
facilities grants under section 5339 of title 49, 
United States Code, state of good repair grants 
under section 5337 of such title, formula grants 
for rural areas under section 5311 of such title, 
high density state apportionments under section 
5340(d) of such title, and the bus testing facili-
ties under sections 5312 and 5318 of such title, 
$560,000,000 to remain available until expended: 
Provided, That $390,000,000 shall be available 
for grants as authorized under section 5339 of 
such title, of which $195,000,000 shall be avail-
able for the buses and bus facilities formula 
grants as authorized under section 5339(a) of 
such title, and $195,000,000 shall be available for 
the buses and bus facilities competitive grants as 
authorized under section 5339(b) of such title: 
Provided further, That $40,000,000 shall be 

available for the low or no emission grants as 
authorized under section 5339(c) of such title: 
Provided further, That $40,000,000 shall be 
available for the state of good repair grants as 
authorized under section 5337 of such title: Pro-
vided further, That $40,000,000 shall be available 
for formula grants for rural areas as authorized 
under section 5311 of such title: Provided fur-
ther, That $40,000,000 shall be available for the 
high density state apportionments as authorized 
under section 5340(d) of such title: Provided fur-
ther, That notwithstanding section 5318(a) of 
such title, $3,000,000 shall be available for the 
operation and maintenance of bus testing facili-
ties by institutions of higher education selected 
pursuant to section 5312(h) of such title: Pro-
vided further, That $7,000,000 shall be available 
for demonstration and deployment of innovative 
mobility solutions as authorized under section 
5312 of such title: Provided further, That the 
Secretary shall enter into a contract or coopera-
tive agreement with, or make a grant to, each 
institution of higher education selected pursu-
ant to section 5312(h) of such title, to operate 
and maintain a facility to conduct the testing of 
low or no emission vehicle new bus models using 
the standards established pursuant to section 
5318(e)(2) of such title: Provided further, That 
the term ‘‘low or no emission vehicle’’ has the 
meaning given the term in section 5312(e)(6) of 
such title: Provided further, That the Secretary 
shall pay 80 percent of the cost of testing a low 
or no emission vehicle new bus model at each se-
lected institution of higher education: Provided 
further, That the entity having the vehicle test-
ed shall pay 20 percent of the cost of testing: 
Provided further, That a low or no emission ve-
hicle new bus model tested that receives a pass-
ing aggregate test score in accordance with the 
standards established under section 5318(e)(2) of 
such title, shall be deemed to be in compliance 
with the requirements of section 5318(e) of such 
title: Provided further, That amounts made 
available by this heading shall be derived from 
the general fund: Provided further, That the 
amounts made available under this heading 
shall not be subject to any limitation on obliga-
tions for transit programs set forth in any Act. 

TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE AND TRAINING 
For necessary expenses to carry out 49 U.S.C. 

5314, $5,000,000: Provided, That the assistance 
provided under this heading not duplicate the 
activities of 49 U.S.C. 5311(b) or 49 U.S.C. 5312. 

CAPITAL INVESTMENT GRANTS 
For necessary expenses to carry out fixed 

guideway capital investment grants under sec-
tion 5309 of title 49, United States Code, and sec-
tion 3005(b) of the Fixing America’s Surface 
Transportation Act, $1,978,000,000, to remain 
available until September 30, 2023: Provided fur-
ther, That of the amounts made available under 
this heading, $1,500,000,000 shall be available for 
projects authorized under section 5309(d) of title 
49, United States Code, $300,000,000 shall be 
available for projects authorized under section 
5309(e) of title 49, United States Code, 
$78,000,000 shall be available for projects au-
thorized under section 5309(h) of title 49, United 
States Code, and $100,000,000 shall be available 
for projects authorized under section 3005(b) of 
the Fixing America’s Surface Transportation 
Act: Provided further, That the Secretary shall 
continue to administer the capital investment 
grants program in accordance with the proce-
dural and substantive requirements of section 
5309 of title 49, United States Code, and of sec-
tion 3005(b) of the Fixing America’s Surface 
Transportation Act. 

GRANTS TO THE WASHINGTON METROPOLITAN 
AREA TRANSIT AUTHORITY 

For grants to the Washington Metropolitan 
Area Transit Authority as authorized under sec-
tion 601 of division B of Public Law 110–432, 
$150,000,000, to remain available until expended: 
Provided, That the Secretary of Transportation 
shall approve grants for capital and preventive 
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maintenance expenditures for the Washington 
Metropolitan Area Transit Authority only after 
receiving and reviewing a request for each spe-
cific project: Provided further, That the Sec-
retary shall determine that the Washington 
Metropolitan Area Transit Authority has placed 
the highest priority on those investments that 
will improve the safety of the system before ap-
proving such grants: Provided further, That the 
Secretary, in order to ensure safety throughout 
the rail system, may waive the requirements of 
section 601(e)(1) of division B of Public Law 110– 
432. 
ADMINISTRATIVE PROVISIONS—FEDERAL TRANSIT 

ADMINISTRATION 
SEC. 160. The limitations on obligations for the 

programs of the Federal Transit Administration 
shall not apply to any authority under 49 
U.S.C. 5338, previously made available for obli-
gation, or to any other authority previously 
made available for obligation. 

SEC. 161. Notwithstanding any other provision 
of law, funds appropriated or limited by this Act 
under the heading ‘‘Fixed Guideway Capital In-
vestment’’ of the Federal Transit Administration 
for projects specified in this Act or identified in 
reports accompanying this Act not obligated by 
September 30, 2023, and other recoveries, shall be 
directed to projects eligible to use the funds for 
the purposes for which they were originally pro-
vided. 

SEC. 162. Notwithstanding any other provision 
of law, any funds appropriated before October 
1, 2019, under any section of chapter 53 of title 
49, United States Code, that remain available 
for expenditure, may be transferred to and ad-
ministered under the most recent appropriation 
heading for any such section. 

SEC. 163. Notwithstanding any other provision 
of law, none of the funds made available in this 
Act shall be used to enter into a full funding 
grant agreement for a project with a New Starts 
share greater than 51 percent: Provided, That 
the Secretary shall not impede or hinder project 
advancement or approval for any project seek-
ing a Federal contribution from the capital in-
vestment grant program of greater than 40 per-
cent of projects costs as authorized under sec-
tion 5309. 

SEC. 164. None of the funds made available 
under this Act may be used for the implementa-
tion or furtherance of new policies detailed in 
the ‘‘Dear Colleague’’ letter distributed by the 
Federal Transit Administration to capital in-
vestment grant program project sponsors on 
June 29, 2018. 

SEC. 165. None of the funds made available by 
this Act or any other Act may be used to adjust 
apportionments or withhold funds from appor-
tionments pursuant to section 9503(e)(4) of the 
Internal Revenue Code of 1986. 

SAINT LAWRENCE SEAWAY DEVELOPMENT 
CORPORATION 

The Saint Lawrence Seaway Development 
Corporation is hereby authorized to make such 
expenditures, within the limits of funds and bor-
rowing authority available to the Corporation, 
and in accord with law, and to make such con-
tracts and commitments without regard to fiscal 
year limitations, as provided by section 104 of 
the Government Corporation Control Act, as 
amended, as may be necessary in carrying out 
the programs set forth in the Corporation’s 
budget for the current fiscal year. 

OPERATIONS AND MAINTENANCE 
(HARBOR MAINTENANCE TRUST FUND) 

For necessary expenses to conduct the oper-
ations, maintenance, and capital asset renewal 
activities on those portions of the Saint Law-
rence Seaway owned, operated, and maintained 
by the Saint Lawrence Seaway Development 
Corporation, $36,000,000, to be derived from the 
Harbor Maintenance Trust Fund, pursuant to 
Public Law 99–662: Provided, That of the 
amounts made available under this heading, not 
less than $16,000,000 shall be used on capital 
asset renewal activities. 

MARITIME ADMINISTRATION 
MARITIME SECURITY PROGRAM 

For necessary expenses to maintain and pre-
serve a U.S.-flag merchant fleet to serve the na-
tional security needs of the United States, 
$300,000,000, to remain available until expended. 

OPERATIONS AND TRAINING 
(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 

For necessary expenses of operations and 
training activities authorized by law, 
$142,619,000: Provided, That of the sums appro-
priated under this heading— 

(1) $73,351,000 shall remain available until 
September 30, 2021 for the operations of the 
United States Merchant Marine Academy; 

(2) $8,000,000 shall remain available until ex-
pended for the maintenance and repair, equip-
ment, and capital improvements at the United 
States Merchant Marine Academy; 

(3) $3,000,000 shall remain available until Sep-
tember 30, 2021 for the Maritime Environment 
and Technology Assistance program authorized 
under section 50307 of title 46, United States 
Code; and 

(4) $7,000,000 shall remain available until ex-
pended for the Short Sea Transportation Pro-
gram (America’s Marine Highways) to make 
grants for the purposes authorized under sec-
tions 55601(b)(1) and (3) of title 46, United States 
Code: 
Provided further, That not later than January 
12, 2020, the Administrator of the Maritime Ad-
ministration shall transmit to the House and 
Senate Committees on Appropriations the an-
nual report on sexual assault and sexual har-
assment at the United States Merchant Marine 
Academy as required pursuant to section 3507 of 
Public Law 110–417: Provided further, That 
available balances under this heading for the 
Short Sea Transportation Program (America’s 
Marine Highways) from prior year recoveries 
shall be available to carry out activities author-
ized under sections 55601(b)(1) and (3) of title 46, 
United States Code: Provided further, That from 
funds provided under the previous two provisos, 
the Secretary of Transportation shall make 
grants no later than 180 days after enactment of 
this Act in such amounts as the Secretary deter-
mines: Provided further, That any available un-
obligated balances and obligated balances not 
yet expended from previous appropriations 
under this heading for programs and activities 
supporting State Maritime Academies shall be 
transferred to and merged with the appropria-
tions for ‘‘Maritime Administration, State Mari-
time Academy Operations’’ and shall be made 
available for the same purposes as the appro-
priations for ‘‘Maritime Administration, State 
Maritime Academy Operations’’. 

STATE MARITIME ACADEMY OPERATIONS 
For necessary expenses of operations, support 

and training activities for State Maritime Acad-
emies, $342,280,000: Provided, That of the sums 
appropriated under this heading— 

(1) $30,080,000, to remain available until ex-
pended, shall be for maintenance, repair, life ex-
tension, marine insurance, and capacity im-
provement of National Defense Reserve Fleet 
training ships in support of State Maritime 
Academies, of which $8,080,000, to remain avail-
able until expended, shall be for expenses re-
lated to training mariners for costs associated 
with training vessel sharing pursuant to 46 
U.S.C. 51504(g)(3) for costs associated with mobi-
lizing, operating and demobilizing the vessel, in-
cluding travel costs for students, faculty and 
crew, the costs of the general agent, crew costs, 
fuel, insurance, operational fees, and vessel hire 
costs, as determined by the Secretary; 

(2) $300,000,000, to remain available until ex-
pended, shall be for the National Security 
Multi-Mission Vessel Program, including funds 
for construction, planning, administration, and 
design of school ships; 

(3) $2,400,000 shall remain available through 
September 30, 2021, for the Student Incentive 
Program; 

(4) $3,800,000 shall remain available until ex-
pended for training ship fuel assistance; and 

(5) $6,000,000 shall remain available until Sep-
tember 30, 2021, for direct payments for State 
Maritime Academies. 

ASSISTANCE TO SMALL SHIPYARDS 

To make grants to qualified shipyards as au-
thorized under section 54101 of title 46, United 
States Code, as amended by Public Law 113–281, 
$20,000,000, to remain available until expended. 

SHIP DISPOSAL 

For necessary expenses related to the disposal 
of obsolete vessels in the National Defense Re-
serve Fleet of the Maritime Administration, 
$5,000,000, to remain available until expended. 

MARITIME GUARANTEED LOAN (TITLE XI) PROGRAM 
ACCOUNT 

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 

For administrative expenses to carry out the 
guaranteed loan program, $3,000,000, which 
shall be transferred to and merged with the ap-
propriations for ‘‘Operations and Training’’, 
Maritime Administration. 

PORT INFRASTRUCTURE DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM 

To make grants to improve port facilities as 
authorized under section 50302 of title 46, United 
States Code, $91,600,000 to remain available 
until expended: Provided, That projects eligible 
for funding provided under this heading shall 
be projects for coastal seaports and inland wa-
terways ports: Provided further, That the Mari-
time Administration shall distribute funds pro-
vided under this heading as discretionary grants 
to port authorities or commissions or their sub-
divisions and agents under existing authority, 
as well as to a State or political subdivision of 
a State or local government, a tribal govern-
ment, a public agency or publicly chartered au-
thority established by one or more States, a spe-
cial purpose district with a transportation func-
tion, a multistate or multijurisdictional group of 
entities, or a lead entity described above jointly 
with a private entity or group of private enti-
ties: Provided further, That projects eligible for 
funding provided under this heading shall be ei-
ther within the boundary of a port, or outside 
the boundary of a port, and directly related to 
port operations or to an intermodal connection 
to a port that will improve the safety, efficiency, 
or reliability of the movement of goods into, out 
of, around, or within a port, as well as the un-
loading and loading of cargo at a port: Provided 
further, That the Federal share of the costs for 
which an expenditure is made under this head-
ing shall be up to 80 percent: Provided further, 
That for grants awarded under this heading, 
the minimum grant size shall be $1,000,000: Pro-
vided further, That for projects located in rural 
areas, the Secretary may increase the Federal 
share of costs above 80 percent: Provided fur-
ther, That not to exceed 2 percent of the funds 
appropriated under this heading shall be avail-
able for necessary costs of grant administration. 

ADMINISTRATIVE PROVISIONS—MARITIME 
ADMINISTRATION 

SEC. 170. Notwithstanding any other provision 
of this Act, in addition to any existing author-
ity, the Maritime Administration is authorized 
to furnish utilities and services and make nec-
essary repairs in connection with any lease, 
contract, or occupancy involving Government 
property under control of the Maritime Adminis-
tration: Provided, That payments received 
therefor shall be credited to the appropriation 
charged with the cost thereof and shall remain 
available until expended: Provided further, 
That rental payments under any such lease, 
contract, or occupancy for items other than 
such utilities, services, or repairs shall be cov-
ered into the Treasury as miscellaneous receipts. 
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PIPELINE AND HAZARDOUS MATERIALS SAFETY 

ADMINISTRATION 

OPERATIONAL EXPENSES 

For necessary operational expenses of the 
Pipeline and Hazardous Materials Safety Ad-
ministration, $24,215,000, of which $2,000,000 
shall remain available until September 30, 2022. 

HAZARDOUS MATERIALS SAFETY 

For expenses necessary to discharge the haz-
ardous materials safety functions of the Pipeline 
and Hazardous Materials Safety Administra-
tion, $60,000,000, of which $7,600,000 shall re-
main available until September 30, 2022: Pro-
vided, That up to $800,000 in fees collected 
under 49 U.S.C. 5108(g) shall be deposited in the 
general fund of the Treasury as offsetting re-
ceipts: Provided further, That there may be 
credited to this appropriation, to be available 
until expended, funds received from States, 
counties, municipalities, other public authori-
ties, and private sources for expenses incurred 
for training, for reports publication and dissemi-
nation, and for travel expenses incurred in per-
formance of hazardous materials exemptions 
and approvals functions. 

PIPELINE SAFETY 

(PIPELINE SAFETY FUND) 

(OIL SPILL LIABILITY TRUST FUND) 

For expenses necessary to carry out a pipeline 
safety program, as authorized by 49 U.S.C. 
60107, and to discharge the pipeline program re-
sponsibilities of the Oil Pollution Act of 1990, 
$165,000,000, to remain available until September 
30, 2022, of which $23,000,000 shall be derived 
from the Oil Spill Liability Trust Fund; of 
which $134,000,000 shall be derived from the 
Pipeline Safety Fund; and of which $8,000,000 
shall be derived from fees collected under 49 
U.S.C. 60302 and deposited in the Underground 
Natural Gas Storage Facility Safety Account for 
the purpose of carrying out 49 U.S.C. 60141: Pro-
vided, That not less than $1,058,000 of the funds 
provided under this heading shall be for the 
One-Call State grant program. 

EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS GRANTS 

(EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS FUND) 

For expenses necessary to carry out the Emer-
gency Preparedness Grants program, not more 
than $28,318,000 shall remain available until 
September 30, 2022, from amounts made avail-
able by 49 U.S.C. 5116(h), and 5128(b) and (c): 
Provided, That notwithstanding 49 U.S.C. 
5116(h)(4), not more than 4 percent of the 
amounts made available from this account shall 
be available to pay administrative costs: Pro-
vided further, That notwithstanding 49 U.S.C. 
5128(b) and (c) and the current year obligation 
limitation, prior year recoveries recognized in 
the current year shall be available to develop a 
hazardous materials response training cur-
riculum for emergency responders, including re-
sponse activities for the transportation of crude 
oil, ethanol and other flammable liquids by rail, 
consistent with National Fire Protection Asso-
ciation standards, and to make such training 
available through an electronic format: Pro-
vided further, That the prior year recoveries 
made available under this heading shall also be 
available to carry out 49 U.S.C. 5116(a)(1)(C) 
and 5116(i). 

OFFICE OF INSPECTOR GENERAL 

SALARIES AND EXPENSES 

For necessary expenses of the Office of In-
spector General to carry out the provisions of 
the Inspector General Act of 1978, as amended, 
$92,600,000: Provided, That the Inspector Gen-
eral shall have all necessary authority, in car-
rying out the duties specified in the Inspector 
General Act, as amended (5 U.S.C. App. 3), to 
investigate allegations of fraud, including false 
statements to the government (18 U.S.C. 1001), 
by any person or entity that is subject to regula-
tion by the Department of Transportation. 

GENERAL PROVISIONS—DEPARTMENT OF 
TRANSPORTATION 

SEC. 180. (a) During the current fiscal year, 
applicable appropriations to the Department of 
Transportation shall be available for mainte-
nance and operation of aircraft; hire of pas-
senger motor vehicles and aircraft; purchase of 
liability insurance for motor vehicles operating 
in foreign countries on official department busi-
ness; and uniforms or allowances therefor, as 
authorized by law (5 U.S.C. 5901–5902). 

(b) During the current fiscal year, applicable 
appropriations to the Department and its oper-
ating administrations shall be available for the 
purchase, maintenance, operation, and deploy-
ment of unmanned aircraft systems that ad-
vance the Department’s, or its operating admin-
istrations’, missions. 

(c) Any unmanned aircraft system purchased 
or procured by the Department prior to the en-
actment of this Act shall be deemed authorized. 

SEC. 181. Appropriations contained in this Act 
for the Department of Transportation shall be 
available for services as authorized by 5 U.S.C. 
3109, but at rates for individuals not to exceed 
the per diem rate equivalent to the rate for an 
Executive Level IV. 

SEC. 182. (a) No recipient of funds made avail-
able in this Act shall disseminate personal infor-
mation (as defined in 18 U.S.C. 2725(3)) obtained 
by a State department of motor vehicles in con-
nection with a motor vehicle record as defined 
in 18 U.S.C. 2725(1), except as provided in 18 
U.S.C. 2721 for a use permitted under 18 U.S.C. 
2721. 

(b) Notwithstanding subsection (a), the Sec-
retary shall not withhold funds provided in this 
Act for any grantee if a State is in noncompli-
ance with this provision. 

SEC. 183. None of the funds in this Act shall 
be available for salaries and expenses of more 
than 125 political and Presidential appointees in 
the Department of Transportation: Provided, 
That none of the personnel covered by this pro-
vision may be assigned on temporary detail out-
side the Department of Transportation. 

SEC. 184. Funds received by the Federal High-
way Administration and Federal Railroad Ad-
ministration from States, counties, municipali-
ties, other public authorities, and private 
sources for expenses incurred for training may 
be credited respectively to the Federal Highway 
Administration’s ‘‘Federal-Aid Highways’’ ac-
count and to the Federal Railroad Administra-
tion’s ‘‘Safety and Operations’’ account, except 
for State rail safety inspectors participating in 
training pursuant to 49 U.S.C. 20105. 

SEC. 185. (a) None of the funds provided in 
this Act to the Department of Transportation 
may be used to make a loan, loan guarantee, 
line of credit, or discretionary grant unless the 
Secretary of Transportation notifies the House 
and Senate Committees on Appropriations not 
less than 3 full business days before any project 
competitively selected to receive any discre-
tionary grant award, letter of intent, loan com-
mitment, loan guarantee commitment, line of 
credit commitment, or full funding grant agree-
ment is announced by the Department or its 
modal administrations: Provided, That the Sec-
retary gives concurrent notification to the 
House and Senate Committees on Appropria-
tions for any ‘‘quick release’’ of funds from the 
emergency relief program: Provided further, 
That no notification shall involve funds that 
are not available for obligation. 

(b) In addition to the notification required in 
subsection (a), none of the funds made available 
in this Act to the Department of Transportation 
may be used to make a loan, loan guarantee, 
line of credit, cooperative agreement or discre-
tionary grant unless the Secretary of Transpor-
tation provides the House and Senate Commit-
tees on Appropriations a comprehensive list of 
all such loans, loan guarantees, lines of credit, 
cooperative agreement or discretionary grants 
that will be announced not less the 3 full busi-

ness days before such announcement: Provided, 
That the requirement to provide a list in this 
subsection does not apply to any ‘‘quick re-
lease’’ of funds from the emergency relief pro-
gram: Provided further, That no list shall in-
volve funds that are not available for obliga-
tion. 

SEC. 186. Rebates, refunds, incentive pay-
ments, minor fees and other funds received by 
the Department of Transportation from travel 
management centers, charge card programs, the 
subleasing of building space, and miscellaneous 
sources are to be credited to appropriations of 
the Department of Transportation and allocated 
to elements of the Department of Transportation 
using fair and equitable criteria and such funds 
shall be available until expended. 

SEC. 187. Amounts made available in this or 
any prior Act that the Secretary determines rep-
resent improper payments by the Department of 
Transportation to a third-party contractor 
under a financial assistance award, which are 
recovered pursuant to law, shall be available— 

(1) to reimburse the actual expenses incurred 
by the Department of Transportation in recov-
ering improper payments: Provided, That 
amounts made available in this Act shall be 
available until expended; and 

(2) to pay contractors for services provided in 
recovering improper payments or contractor sup-
port in the implementation of the Improper Pay-
ments Information Act of 2002, as amended by 
the Improper Payments Elimination and Recov-
ery Act of 2010 and Improper Payments Elimi-
nation and Recovery Improvement Act of 2012, 
and Fraud Reduction and Data Analytics Act of 
2015: Provided, That amounts in excess of that 
required for paragraphs (1) and (2)— 

(A) shall be credited to and merged with the 
appropriation from which the improper pay-
ments were made, and shall be available for the 
purposes and period for which such appropria-
tions are available: Provided further, That 
where specific project or accounting information 
associated with the improper payment or pay-
ments is not readily available, the Secretary 
may credit an appropriate account, which shall 
be available for the purposes and period associ-
ated with the account so credited; or 

(B) if no such appropriation remains avail-
able, shall be deposited in the Treasury as mis-
cellaneous receipts: Provided further, That prior 
to depositing such recovery in the Treasury, the 
Secretary shall notify the House and Senate 
Committees on Appropriations of the amount 
and reasons for such transfer: Provided further, 
That for purposes of this section, the term ‘‘im-
proper payments’’ has the same meaning as that 
provided in section 2(e)(2) of Public Law 111– 
204. 

SEC. 188. Notwithstanding any other provision 
of law, if any funds provided in or limited by 
this Act are subject to a reprogramming action 
that requires notice to be provided to the House 
and Senate Committees on Appropriations, 
transmission of said reprogramming notice shall 
be provided solely to the House and Senate Com-
mittees on Appropriations, and said reprogram-
ming action shall be approved or denied solely 
by the House and Senate Committees on Appro-
priations: Provided, That the Secretary of 
Transportation may provide notice to other con-
gressional committees of the action of the House 
and Senate Committees on Appropriations on 
such reprogramming but not sooner than 30 
days following the date on which the re-
programming action has been approved or de-
nied by the House and Senate Committees on 
Appropriations. 

SEC. 189. Funds appropriated in this Act to 
the modal administrations may be obligated for 
the Office of the Secretary for the costs related 
to assessments or reimbursable agreements only 
when such amounts are for the costs of goods 
and services that are purchased to provide a di-
rect benefit to the applicable modal administra-
tion or administrations. 
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SEC. 190. The Secretary of Transportation is 

authorized to carry out a program that estab-
lishes uniform standards for developing and 
supporting agency transit pass and transit bene-
fits authorized under section 7905 of title 5, 
United States Code, including distribution of 
transit benefits by various paper and electronic 
media. 

SEC. 191. The Department of Transportation 
may use funds provided by this Act, or any 
other Act, to assist a contract under title 49 
U.S.C. or title 23 U.S.C. utilizing geographic, 
economic, or any other hiring preference not 
otherwise authorized by law, or to amend a rule, 
regulation, policy or other measure that forbids 
a recipient of a Federal Highway Administra-
tion or Federal Transit Administration grant 
from imposing such hiring preference on a con-
tract or construction project with which the De-
partment of Transportation is assisting, only if 
the grant recipient certifies the following: 

(1) that except with respect to apprentices or 
trainees, a pool of readily available but unem-
ployed individuals possessing the knowledge, 
skill, and ability to perform the work that the 
contract requires resides in the jurisdiction; 

(2) that the grant recipient will include appro-
priate provisions in its bid document ensuring 
that the contractor does not displace any of its 
existing employees in order to satisfy such hir-
ing preference; and 

(3) that any increase in the cost of labor, 
training, or delays resulting from the use of 
such hiring preference does not delay or dis-
place any transportation project in the applica-
ble Statewide Transportation Improvement Pro-
gram or Transportation Improvement Program. 

This title may be cited as the ‘‘Department of 
Transportation Appropriations Act, 2020’’. 

TITLE II 
DEPARTMENT OF HOUSING AND URBAN 

DEVELOPMENT 
MANAGEMENT AND ADMINISTRATION 

EXECUTIVE OFFICES 
For necessary salaries and expenses for Exec-

utive Offices, which shall be comprised of the 
offices of the Secretary, Deputy Secretary, Adju-
dicatory Services, Congressional and Intergov-
ernmental Relations, Public Affairs, Small and 
Disadvantaged Business Utilization, and the 
Center for Faith-Based and Neighborhood Part-
nerships, $14,217,000, to remain available until 
September 30, 2021: Provided, That not to exceed 
$25,000 of the amount made available under this 
heading shall be available to the Secretary for 
official reception and representation expenses as 
the Secretary may determine. 

ADMINISTRATIVE SUPPORT OFFICES 
For necessary salaries and expenses for Ad-

ministrative Support Offices, $563,378,000, to re-
main available until September 30, 2021: Pro-
vided, That of the sums appropriated under this 
heading— 

(1) $73,562,000 shall be available for the Office 
of the Chief Financial Officer; 

(2) $103,916,000 shall be available for the Of-
fice of the General Counsel, of which not less 
than $20,000,000 shall be for the Departmental 
Enforcement Center; 

(3) $206,849,000 shall be available for the Of-
fice of Administration; 

(4) $39,827,000 shall be available for the Office 
of the Chief Human Capital Officer; 

(5) $57,861,000 shall be available for the Office 
of Field Policy and Management; 

(6) $19,445,000 shall be available for the Office 
of the Chief Procurement Officer; 

(7) $4,242,000 shall be available for the Office 
of Departmental Equal Employment Oppor-
tunity; and 

(8) $57,676,000 shall be available for the Office 
of the Chief Information Officer: 
Provided further, That funds provided under 
this heading may be used for necessary adminis-
trative and non-administrative expenses of the 
Department of Housing and Urban Develop-

ment, not otherwise provided for, including pur-
chase of uniforms, or allowances therefor, as 
authorized by 5 U.S.C. 5901–5902; hire of pas-
senger motor vehicles; and services as author-
ized by 5 U.S.C. 3109: Provided further, That 
notwithstanding any other provision of law, 
funds appropriated under this heading may be 
used for advertising and promotional activities 
that directly support program activities funded 
in this title: Provided further, That the Sec-
retary shall provide the House and Senate Com-
mittees on Appropriations quarterly written no-
tification regarding the status of pending con-
gressional reports: Provided further, That the 
Secretary shall provide in electronic form all 
signed reports required by Congress: Provided 
further, That none of the funds made available 
under this heading for the Office of the Chief 
Financial Officer for the financial trans-
formation initiative shall be available for obliga-
tion until after the Secretary has published all 
mitigation allocations made available under the 
heading ‘‘Department of Housing and Urban 
Development—Community Planning and Devel-
opment—Community Development Fund’’ in 
Public Law 115–123 and the necessary adminis-
trative requirements pursuant to section 1102 of 
Public Law 116–20: Provided further, That only 
after the terms and conditions of the previous 
proviso have been met, not more than 10 percent 
of the funds made available under this heading 
for the Office of the Chief Financial Officer for 
the financial transformation initiative may be 
obligated until the Secretary submits to the 
House and Senate Committees on Appropria-
tions, for approval, a plan for expenditure that 
includes the financial and internal control ca-
pabilities to be delivered and the mission bene-
fits to be realized, key milestones to be met, and 
the relationship between the proposed use of 
funds made available under this heading and 
the projected total cost and scope of the initia-
tive. 

PROGRAM OFFICES 

For necessary salaries and expenses for Pro-
gram Offices, $844,000,000, to remain available 
until September 30, 2021: Provided, That of the 
sums appropriated under this heading— 

(1) $225,000,000 shall be available for the Of-
fice of Public and Indian Housing; 

(2) $123,000,000 shall be available for the Of-
fice of Community Planning and Development; 

(3) $387,000,000 shall be available for the Of-
fice of Housing, of which not less than 
$13,200,000 shall be for the Office of Recapital-
ization; 

(4) $28,000,000 shall be available for the Office 
of Policy Development and Research; 

(5) $72,000,000 shall be available for the Office 
of Fair Housing and Equal Opportunity; and 

(6) $9,000,000 shall be available for the Office 
of Lead Hazard Control and Healthy Homes. 

WORKING CAPITAL FUND 

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 

For the working capital fund for the Depart-
ment of Housing and Urban Development (re-
ferred to in this paragraph as the ‘‘Fund’’), 
pursuant, in part, to section 7(f) of the Depart-
ment of Housing and Urban Development Act 
(42 U.S.C. 3535(f)), amounts transferred, includ-
ing reimbursements pursuant to section 7(f), to 
the Fund under this heading shall be available 
only for Federal shared services used by offices 
and agencies of the Department, and for any 
such portion of any office or agency’s printing, 
records management, space renovation, fur-
niture, or supply services the Secretary has de-
termined shall be provided through the Fund: 
Provided, That amounts within the Fund shall 
not be available to provide services not specifi-
cally authorized under this heading: Provided 
further, That the Fund shall be reimbursed from 
available funds of agencies and offices in the 
Department for which such services are per-
formed at rates which will return in full all ex-
penses of such services, but shall not be reim-

bursed for, and amounts within the Fund shall 
not be available for, the operational expenses of 
the Fund (including staffing, contracts, systems, 
and software): Provided further, That upon a 
determination by the Secretary that any other 
service (or portion thereof) authorized under 
this heading shall be provided through the 
Fund, amounts made available in this title for 
salaries and expenses under the headings ‘‘Ex-
ecutive Offices’’, ‘‘Administrative Support Of-
fices’’, ‘‘Program Offices’’, and ‘‘Government 
National Mortgage Association’’, for such serv-
ices shall be transferred to the Fund, to remain 
available until expended: Provided further, 
That the Secretary shall notify the House and 
Senate Committees on Appropriations of its 
plans for executing such transfers at least fif-
teen (15) days in advance of such transfers: Pro-
vided further, That the Secretary may transfer 
not to exceed an additional $5,000,000, in aggre-
gate, from all such appropriations, to be merged 
with the Fund and to remain available until ex-
pended for any purpose under this heading. 

PUBLIC AND INDIAN HOUSING 

TENANT-BASED RENTAL ASSISTANCE 

For activities and assistance for the provision 
of tenant-based rental assistance authorized 
under the United States Housing Act of 1937, as 
amended (42 U.S.C. 1437 et seq.) (‘‘the Act’’ 
herein), not otherwise provided for, 
$19,833,000,000, to remain available until ex-
pended, shall be available on October 1, 2019 (in 
addition to the $4,000,000,000 previously appro-
priated under this heading that shall be avail-
able on October 1, 2019), and $4,000,000,000, to 
remain available until expended, shall be avail-
able on October 1, 2020: Provided, That the 
amounts made available under this heading are 
provided as follows: 

(1) $21,502,000,000 shall be available for renew-
als of expiring section 8 tenant-based annual 
contributions contracts (including renewals of 
enhanced vouchers under any provision of law 
authorizing such assistance under section 8(t) of 
the Act) and including renewal of other special 
purpose incremental vouchers: Provided, That 
notwithstanding any other provision of law, 
from amounts provided under this paragraph 
and any carryover, the Secretary for the cal-
endar year 2020 funding cycle shall provide re-
newal funding for each public housing agency 
based on validated voucher management system 
(VMS) leasing and cost data for the prior cal-
endar year and by applying an inflation factor 
as established by the Secretary, by notice pub-
lished in the Federal Register, and by making 
any necessary adjustments for the costs associ-
ated with the first-time renewal of vouchers 
under this paragraph including tenant protec-
tion and Choice Neighborhoods vouchers: Pro-
vided further, That none of the funds provided 
under this paragraph may be used to fund a 
total number of unit months under lease which 
exceeds a public housing agency’s authorized 
level of units under contract, except for public 
housing agencies participating in the MTW 
demonstration, which are instead governed by 
the terms and conditions of their MTW agree-
ments: Provided further, That the Secretary 
shall, to the extent necessary to stay within the 
amount specified under this paragraph (except 
as otherwise modified under this paragraph), 
prorate each public housing agency’s allocation 
otherwise established pursuant to this para-
graph: Provided further, That except as pro-
vided in the following provisos, the entire 
amount specified under this paragraph (except 
as otherwise modified under this paragraph) 
shall be obligated to the public housing agencies 
based on the allocation and pro rata method de-
scribed above, and the Secretary shall notify 
public housing agencies of their annual budget 
by the latter of 60 days after enactment of this 
Act or March 1, 2020: Provided further, That the 
Secretary may extend the notification period 
with the prior written approval of the House 
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and Senate Committees on Appropriations: Pro-
vided further, That public housing agencies par-
ticipating in the MTW demonstration shall be 
funded pursuant to their MTW agreements and 
shall be subject to the same pro rata adjust-
ments under the previous provisos: Provided fur-
ther, That the Secretary may offset public hous-
ing agencies’ calendar year 2020 allocations 
based on the excess amounts of public housing 
agencies’ net restricted assets accounts, includ-
ing HUD-held programmatic reserves (in accord-
ance with VMS data in calendar year 2019 that 
is verifiable and complete), as determined by the 
Secretary: Provided further, That public hous-
ing agencies participating in the MTW dem-
onstration shall also be subject to the offset, as 
determined by the Secretary, excluding amounts 
subject to the single fund budget authority pro-
visions of their MTW agreements, from the 
agencies’ calendar year 2020 MTW funding allo-
cation: Provided further, That the Secretary 
shall use any offset referred to in the previous 
two provisos throughout the calendar year to 
prevent the termination of rental assistance for 
families as the result of insufficient funding, as 
determined by the Secretary, and to avoid or re-
duce the proration of renewal funding alloca-
tions: Provided further, That up to $100,000,000 
shall be available only: (1) for adjustments in 
the allocations for public housing agencies, 
after application for an adjustment by a public 
housing agency that experienced a significant 
increase, as determined by the Secretary, in re-
newal costs of vouchers resulting from unfore-
seen circumstances or from portability under 
section 8(r) of the Act; (2) for vouchers that 
were not in use during the previous 12-month 
period in order to be available to meet a commit-
ment pursuant to section 8(o)(13) of the Act; (3) 
for adjustments for costs associated with HUD– 
Veterans Affairs Supportive Housing (HUD– 
VASH) vouchers; and (4) for public housing 
agencies that despite taking reasonable cost sav-
ings measures, as determined by the Secretary, 
would otherwise be required to terminate rental 
assistance for families as a result of insufficient 
funding: Provided further, That the Secretary 
shall allocate amounts under the previous pro-
viso based on need, as determined by the Sec-
retary; 

(2) $75,000,000 shall be for section 8 rental as-
sistance for relocation and replacement of hous-
ing units that are demolished or disposed of pur-
suant to section 18 of the Act, conversion of sec-
tion 23 projects to assistance under section 8, 
the family unification program under section 
8(x) of the Act, relocation of witnesses in con-
nection with efforts to combat crime in public 
and assisted housing pursuant to a request from 
a law enforcement or prosecution agency, en-
hanced vouchers under any provision of law au-
thorizing such assistance under section 8(t) of 
the Act, Choice Neighborhood vouchers, manda-
tory and voluntary conversions, and tenant pro-
tection assistance including replacement and re-
location assistance or for project-based assist-
ance to prevent the displacement of unassisted 
elderly tenants currently residing in section 202 
properties financed between 1959 and 1974 that 
are refinanced pursuant to Public Law 106–569, 
as amended, or under the authority as provided 
under this Act: Provided, That when a public 
housing development is submitted for demolition 
or disposition under section 18 of the Act, the 
Secretary may provide section 8 rental assist-
ance when the units pose an imminent health 
and safety risk to residents: Provided further, 
That the Secretary may only provide replace-
ment vouchers for units that were occupied 
within the previous 24 months that cease to be 
available as assisted housing, subject only to the 
availability of funds: Provided further, That of 
the amounts made available under this para-
graph, up to $3,000,000 may be available to pro-
vide tenant protection assistance, not otherwise 
provided under this paragraph, to residents re-
siding in low vacancy areas and who may have 
to pay rents greater than 30 percent of house-

hold income, as the result of: (A) the maturity 
of a HUD-insured, HUD-held or section 202 loan 
that requires the permission of the Secretary 
prior to loan prepayment; (B) the expiration of 
a rental assistance contract for which the ten-
ants are not eligible for enhanced voucher or 
tenant protection assistance under existing law; 
or (C) the expiration of affordability restrictions 
accompanying a mortgage or preservation pro-
gram administered by the Secretary: Provided 
further, That such tenant protection assistance 
made available under the previous proviso may 
be provided under the authority of section 8(t) 
or section 8(o)(13) of the United States Housing 
Act of 1937 (42 U.S.C. 1437f(t)): Provided fur-
ther, That the Secretary shall issue guidance to 
implement the previous provisos, including, but 
not limited to, requirements for defining eligible 
at-risk households within 60 days of the enact-
ment of this Act: Provided further, That any 
tenant protection voucher made available from 
amounts under this paragraph shall not be re-
issued by any public housing agency, except the 
replacement vouchers as defined by the Sec-
retary by notice, when the initial family that re-
ceived any such voucher no longer receives such 
voucher, and the authority for any public hous-
ing agency to issue any such voucher shall 
cease to exist: Provided further, That the Sec-
retary may provide section 8 rental assistance 
from amounts made available under this para-
graph for units assisted under a project-based 
subsidy contract funded under the ‘‘Project- 
Based Rental Assistance’’ heading under this 
title where the owner has received a Notice of 
Default and the units pose an imminent health 
and safety risk to residents: Provided further, 
That to the extent that the Secretary determines 
that such units are not feasible for continued 
rental assistance payments or transfer of the 
subsidy contract associated with such units to 
another project or projects and owner or own-
ers, any remaining amounts associated with 
such units under such contract shall be recap-
tured and used to reimburse amounts used 
under this paragraph for rental assistance 
under the preceding proviso; 

(3) $1,977,000,000 shall be for administrative 
and other expenses of public housing agencies 
in administering the section 8 tenant-based rent-
al assistance program, of which up to $20,000,000 
shall be available to the Secretary to allocate to 
public housing agencies that need additional 
funds to administer their section 8 programs, in-
cluding fees associated with section 8 tenant 
protection rental assistance, the administration 
of disaster related vouchers, HUD–VASH vouch-
ers, and other special purpose incremental 
vouchers: Provided, That no less than 
$1,957,000,000 of the amount provided in this 
paragraph shall be allocated to public housing 
agencies for the calendar year 2020 funding 
cycle based on section 8(q) of the Act (and re-
lated Appropriation Act provisions) as in effect 
immediately before the enactment of the Quality 
Housing and Work Responsibility Act of 1998 
(Public Law 105–276): Provided further, That if 
the amounts made available under this para-
graph are insufficient to pay the amounts deter-
mined under the previous proviso, the Secretary 
may decrease the amounts allocated to agencies 
by a uniform percentage applicable to all agen-
cies receiving funding under this paragraph or 
may, to the extent necessary to provide full pay-
ment of amounts determined under the previous 
proviso, utilize unobligated balances, including 
recaptures and carryovers, remaining from 
funds appropriated to the Department of Hous-
ing and Urban Development under this heading 
from prior fiscal years, excluding special pur-
pose vouchers, notwithstanding the purposes for 
which such amounts were appropriated: Pro-
vided further, That all public housing agencies 
participating in the MTW demonstration shall 
be funded pursuant to their MTW agreements, 
and shall be subject to the same uniform per-
centage decrease as under the previous proviso: 
Provided further, That amounts provided under 

this paragraph shall be only for activities re-
lated to the provision of tenant-based rental as-
sistance authorized under section 8, including 
related development activities; 

(4) $218,000,000 for the renewal of tenant- 
based assistance contracts under section 811 of 
the Cranston-Gonzalez National Affordable 
Housing Act (42 U.S.C. 8013), including nec-
essary administrative expenses: Provided, That 
administrative and other expenses of public 
housing agencies in administering the special 
purpose vouchers in this paragraph shall be 
funded under the same terms and be subject to 
the same pro rata reduction as the percent de-
crease for administrative and other expenses to 
public housing agencies under paragraph (3) of 
this heading: Provided further, That upon turn-
over, section 811 special purpose vouchers fund-
ed under this heading in this or prior Acts, or 
under any other heading in prior Acts, shall be 
provided to non-elderly persons with disabilities; 

(5) $1,000,000 shall be for rental assistance and 
associated administrative fees for Tribal HUD– 
VASH to serve Native American veterans that 
are homeless or at-risk of homelessness living on 
or near a reservation or other Indian areas: Pro-
vided, That such amount shall be made avail-
able for renewal grants to recipients that re-
ceived assistance under prior Acts under the 
Tribal HUD–VASH program: Provided further, 
That the Secretary shall be authorized to speci-
fy criteria for renewal grants, including data on 
the utilization of assistance reported by grant 
recipients: Provided further, That such assist-
ance shall be administered in accordance with 
program requirements under the Native Amer-
ican Housing Assistance and Self-Determination 
Act of 1996 and modeled after the HUD–VASH 
program: Provided further, That the Secretary 
shall be authorized to waive, or specify alter-
native requirements for any provision of any 
statute or regulation that the Secretary admin-
isters in connection with the use of funds made 
available under this paragraph (except for re-
quirements related to fair housing, non-
discrimination, labor standards, and the envi-
ronment), upon a finding by the Secretary that 
any such waivers or alternative requirements 
are necessary for the effective delivery and ad-
ministration of such assistance: Provided fur-
ther, That grant recipients shall report to the 
Secretary on utilization of such rental assist-
ance and other program data, as prescribed by 
the Secretary: Provided further, That the Sec-
retary may reallocate, as determined by the Sec-
retary, amounts returned or recaptured from 
awards under prior Acts; 

(6) $40,000,000 for incremental rental voucher 
assistance for use through a supported housing 
program administered in conjunction with the 
Department of Veterans Affairs as authorized 
under section 8(o)(19) of the United States Hous-
ing Act of 1937: Provided, That the Secretary of 
Housing and Urban Development shall make 
such funding available, notwithstanding section 
203 (competition provision) of this title, to public 
housing agencies that partner with eligible VA 
Medical Centers or other entities as designated 
by the Secretary of the Department of Veterans 
Affairs, based on geographical need for such as-
sistance as identified by the Secretary of the De-
partment of Veterans Affairs, public housing 
agency administrative performance, and other 
factors as specified by the Secretary of Housing 
and Urban Development in consultation with 
the Secretary of the Department of Veterans Af-
fairs: Provided further, That the Secretary of 
Housing and Urban Development may waive, or 
specify alternative requirements for (in con-
sultation with the Secretary of the Department 
of Veterans Affairs), any provision of any stat-
ute or regulation that the Secretary of Housing 
and Urban Development administers in connec-
tion with the use of funds made available under 
this paragraph (except for requirements related 
to fair housing, nondiscrimination, labor stand-
ards, and the environment), upon a finding by 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 02:25 Nov 20, 2019 Jkt 099060 PO 00000 Frm 00064 Fmt 7634 Sfmt 6333 E:\CR\FM\A19NO7.001 H19NOPT1S
sp

en
ce

r 
on

 D
S

K
B

B
X

C
H

B
2P

R
O

D
 w

ith
 H

O
U

S
E



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSE H9025 November 19, 2019 
the Secretary that any such waivers or alter-
native requirements are necessary for the effec-
tive delivery and administration of such voucher 
assistance: Provided further, That assistance 
made available under this paragraph shall con-
tinue to remain available for homeless veterans 
upon turn-over; 

(7) $20,000,000 shall be made available for the 
family unification program as authorized under 
section 8(x) of the Act for new incremental 
voucher assistance to assist eligible youth as de-
fined by such section 8(x)(2)(B): Provided, That 
assistance made available under this paragraph 
shall continue to remain available for such eligi-
ble youth upon turnover: Provided further, That 
of the total amount made available under this 
paragraph, up to $10,000,000 shall be available 
on a noncompetitive basis to public housing 
agencies that partner with public child welfare 
agencies to identify such eligible youth, that re-
quest such assistance to timely assist such eligi-
ble youth, and that meet any other criteria as 
specified by the Secretary: Provided further, 
That the Secretary shall review utilization of 
the assistance made available under the pre-
vious proviso, at an interval to be determined by 
the Secretary, and unutilized voucher assistance 
that is no longer needed shall be recaptured by 
the Secretary and reallocated pursuant to the 
previous proviso: Provided further, That for any 
public housing agency administering voucher 
assistance appropriated in a prior Act under the 
family unification program, or made available 
and competitively selected under this paragraph 
for eligible youth, that determines that it no 
longer has an identified need for such assistance 
upon turnover, such agency shall notify the 
Secretary, and the Secretary shall recapture 
such assistance from the agency and reallocate 
it to any other public housing agency or agen-
cies based on need for voucher assistance in 
connection with such specified program or eligi-
ble youth, as applicable; and 

(8) the Secretary shall separately track all 
special purpose vouchers funded under this 
heading. 

HOUSING CERTIFICATE FUND 

(INCLUDING RESCISSIONS) 

Unobligated balances, including recaptures 
and carryover, remaining from funds appro-
priated to the Department of Housing and 
Urban Development under this heading, the 
heading ‘‘Annual Contributions for Assisted 
Housing’’ and the heading ‘‘Project-Based 
Rental Assistance’’, for fiscal year 2020 and 
prior years may be used for renewal of or 
amendments to section 8 project-based contracts 
and for performance-based contract administra-
tors, notwithstanding the purposes for which 
such funds were appropriated: Provided, That 
any obligated balances of contract authority 
from fiscal year 1974 and prior that have been 
terminated shall be rescinded: Provided further, 
That amounts heretofore recaptured, or recap-
tured during the current fiscal year, from sec-
tion 8 project-based contracts from source years 
fiscal year 1975 through fiscal year 1987 are 
hereby rescinded, and an amount of additional 
new budget authority, equivalent to the amount 
rescinded is hereby appropriated, to remain 
available until expended, for the purposes set 
forth under this heading, in addition to 
amounts otherwise available. 

PUBLIC HOUSING CAPITAL FUND 

For the Public Housing Capital Fund Program 
to carry out capital and management activities 
for public housing agencies, as authorized 
under section 9 of the United States Housing 
Act of 1937 (42 U.S.C. 1437g) (the ‘‘Act’’) 
$2,855,000,000, to remain available until Sep-
tember 30, 2023: Provided, That notwithstanding 
any other provision of law or regulation, during 
fiscal year 2020, the Secretary of Housing and 
Urban Development may not delegate to any 
Department official other than the Deputy Sec-
retary and the Assistant Secretary for Public 

and Indian Housing any authority under para-
graph (2) of section 9(j) regarding the extension 
of the time periods under such section: Provided 
further, That for purposes of such section 9(j), 
the term ‘‘obligate’’ means, with respect to 
amounts, that the amounts are subject to a 
binding agreement that will result in outlays, 
immediately or in the future: Provided further, 
That of the total amount made available under 
this heading, up to $14,000,000 shall be to sup-
port ongoing public housing financial and phys-
ical assessment activities: Provided further, 
That of the total amount made available under 
this heading, up to $1,000,000 shall be to support 
the costs of administrative and judicial receiver-
ships: Provided further, That of the total 
amount provided under this heading, not to ex-
ceed $50,000,000 shall be available for the Sec-
retary to make grants, notwithstanding section 
203 of this Act, to public housing agencies for 
emergency capital needs including safety and 
security measures necessary to address crime 
and drug-related activity as well as needs re-
sulting from unforeseen or unpreventable emer-
gencies and natural disasters excluding Presi-
dentially declared emergencies and natural dis-
asters under the Robert T. Stafford Disaster Re-
lief and Emergency Act (42 U.S.C. 5121 et seq.) 
occurring in fiscal year 2020, of which 
$20,000,000 shall be available for public housing 
agencies under administrative and judicial re-
ceiverships or under the control of a Federal 
monitor: Provided further, That of the amount 
made available under the previous proviso, not 
less than $10,000,000 shall be for safety and se-
curity measures: Provided further, That in addi-
tion to the amount in the previous proviso for 
such safety and security measures, any amounts 
that remain available, after all applications re-
ceived on or before September 30, 2021, for emer-
gency capital needs have been processed, shall 
be allocated to public housing agencies for such 
safety and security measures: Provided further, 
That for funds provided under this heading, the 
limitation in section 9(g)(1) of the Act shall be 25 
percent: Provided further, That the Secretary 
may waive the limitation in the previous proviso 
to allow public housing agencies to fund activi-
ties authorized under section 9(e)(1)(C) of the 
Act: Provided further, That the Secretary shall 
notify public housing agencies requesting waiv-
ers under the previous proviso if the request is 
approved or denied within 14 days of submitting 
the request: Provided further, That from the 
funds made available under this heading, the 
Secretary shall provide bonus awards in fiscal 
year 2020 to public housing agencies that are 
designated high performers: Provided further, 
That the Department shall notify public hous-
ing agencies of their formula allocation within 
60 days of enactment of this Act: Provided fur-
ther, That of the total amount provided under 
this heading, $40,000,000 shall be available for 
competitive grants to public housing agencies to 
evaluate and reduce lead-based paint hazards 
and other housing-related hazards including 
mold in public housing: Provided further, That 
of the amounts available under the previous 
proviso, no less than $25,000,000 shall be for 
competitive grants to public housing agencies to 
evaluate and reduce lead-based paint hazards 
in public housing by carrying out the activities 
of risk assessments, abatement, and interim con-
trols (as those terms are defined in section 1004 
of the Residential Lead-Based Paint Hazard Re-
duction Act of 1992 (42 U.S.C. 4851b)): Provided 
further, That for purposes of environmental re-
view, a grant under the previous two provisos 
shall be considered funds for projects or activi-
ties under title I of the United States Housing 
Act of 1937 (42 U.S.C. 1437 et seq.) for purposes 
of section 26 of such Act (42 U.S.C. 1437x) and 
shall be subject to the regulations implementing 
such section: Provided further, That for funds 
made available under the previous three pro-
visos, the Secretary shall allow a PHA to apply 
for up to 20 percent of the funds made available 

under the first two provisos and prioritize need 
when awarding grants. 

PUBLIC HOUSING OPERATING FUND 
For 2020 payments to public housing agencies 

for the operation and management of public 
housing, as authorized by section 9(e) of the 
United States Housing Act of 1937 (42 U.S.C. 
1437g(e)), $4,650,000,000, to remain available 
until September 30, 2021: Provided, That of the 
total amount available under this heading, 
$25,000,000 shall be available to the Secretary to 
allocate pursuant to a need-based application 
process notwithstanding section 203 of this title 
and not subject to the Operating Fund formula 
at part 990 of title 24, Code of Federal Regula-
tions to public housing agencies that experience 
financial insolvency, as determined by the Sec-
retary: Provided further, That after all such in-
solvency needs are met, the Secretary may dis-
tribute any remaining funds to all public hous-
ing agencies on a pro-rata basis pursuant to the 
Operating Fund formula at part 990 of title 24, 
Code of Federal Regulations. 

CHOICE NEIGHBORHOODS INITIATIVE 
For competitive grants under the Choice 

Neighborhoods Initiative (subject to section 24 of 
the United States Housing Act of 1937 (42 U.S.C. 
1437v), unless otherwise specified under this 
heading), for transformation, rehabilitation, 
and replacement housing needs of both public 
and HUD-assisted housing and to transform 
neighborhoods of poverty into functioning, sus-
tainable mixed income neighborhoods with ap-
propriate services, schools, public assets, trans-
portation and access to jobs, $100,000,000, to re-
main available until September 30, 2022: Pro-
vided, That grant funds may be used for resi-
dent and community services, community devel-
opment, and affordable housing needs in the 
community, and for conversion of vacant or 
foreclosed properties to affordable housing: Pro-
vided further, That the use of funds made avail-
able under this heading shall not be deemed to 
be public housing notwithstanding section 
3(b)(1) of such Act: Provided further, That 
grantees shall commit to an additional period of 
affordability determined by the Secretary of not 
fewer than 20 years: Provided further, That 
grantees shall provide a match in State, local, 
other Federal or private funds: Provided fur-
ther, That grantees may include local govern-
ments, tribal entities, public housing authori-
ties, and nonprofits: Provided further, That for- 
profit developers may apply jointly with a pub-
lic entity: Provided further, That for purposes of 
environmental review, a grantee shall be treated 
as a public housing agency under section 26 of 
the United States Housing Act of 1937 (42 U.S.C. 
1437x), and grants under this heading shall be 
subject to the regulations issued by the Sec-
retary to implement such section: Provided fur-
ther, That of the amount provided, not less than 
$50,000,000 shall be awarded to public housing 
agencies: Provided further, That such grantees 
shall create partnerships with other local orga-
nizations including assisted housing owners, 
service agencies, and resident organizations: 
Provided further, That the Secretary shall con-
sult with the Secretaries of Education, Labor, 
Transportation, Health and Human Services, 
Agriculture, and Commerce, the Attorney Gen-
eral, and the Administrator of the Environ-
mental Protection Agency to coordinate and le-
verage other appropriate Federal resources: Pro-
vided further, That no more than $5,000,000 of 
funds made available under this heading may be 
provided as grants to undertake comprehensive 
local planning with input from residents and 
the community: Provided further, That unobli-
gated balances, including recaptures, remaining 
from funds appropriated under the heading 
‘‘Revitalization of Severely Distressed Public 
Housing (HOPE VI)’’ in fiscal year 2011 and 
prior fiscal years may be used for purposes 
under this heading, notwithstanding the pur-
poses for which such amounts were appro-
priated: Provided further, That the Secretary 
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shall issue the Notice of Funding Availability 
for funds made available under this heading no 
later than 60 days after enactment of this Act: 
Provided further, That the Secretary shall make 
grant awards no later than one year from the 
date of enactment of this Act in such amounts 
that the Secretary determines: Provided further, 
That notwithstanding section 24(o) of the 
United States Housing Act of 1937 (42 U.S.C. 
1437v(o)), the Secretary may, until September 30, 
2020, obligate any available unobligated bal-
ances made available under this heading in this, 
or any prior Act. 

SELF-SUFFICIENCY PROGRAMS 
For activities and assistance related to Self- 

Sufficiency Programs, to remain available until 
September 30, 2023, $130,000,000: Provided, That 
the amounts made available under this heading 
are provided as follows: 

(1) $80,000,000 shall be for the Family Self-Suf-
ficiency program to support family self-suffi-
ciency coordinators under section 23 of the 
United States Housing Act of 1937 (42 U.S.C. 
1437u), to promote the development of local 
strategies to coordinate the use of assistance 
under sections 8 and 9 of such Act with public 
and private resources, and enable eligible fami-
lies to achieve economic independence and self- 
sufficiency: Provided, That the Secretary may, 
by Federal Register notice, waive or specify al-
ternative requirements under subsections (b)(3), 
(b)(4), (b)(5), or (c)(1) of section 23 of such Act 
in order to facilitate the operation of a unified 
self-sufficiency program for individuals receiv-
ing assistance under different provisions of the 
Act, as determined by the Secretary: Provided 
further, That owners of a privately owned mul-
tifamily property with a section 8 contract may 
voluntarily make a Family Self-Sufficiency pro-
gram available to the assisted tenants of such 
property in accordance with procedures estab-
lished by the Secretary: Provided further, That 
such procedures established pursuant to the pre-
vious proviso shall permit participating tenants 
to accrue escrow funds in accordance with sec-
tion 23(d)(2) and shall allow owners to use 
funding from residual receipt accounts to hire 
coordinators for their own Family Self-Suffi-
ciency program; 

(2) $35,000,000 shall be for the Resident Oppor-
tunity and Self-Sufficiency program to provide 
for supportive services, service coordinators, and 
congregate services as authorized by section 34 
of the United States Housing Act of 1937 (42 
U.S.C. 1437z–6) and the Native American Hous-
ing Assistance and Self-Determination Act of 
1996 (25 U.S.C. 4101 et seq.); and 

(3) $15,000,000 shall be for a Jobs-Plus initia-
tive, modeled after the Jobs-Plus demonstration: 
Provided, That funding provided under this 
paragraph shall be available for competitive 
grants to partnerships between public housing 
authorities, local workforce investment boards 
established under section 107 of the Workforce 
Innovation and Opportunity Act of 2014 (29 
U.S.C. 3122), and other agencies and organiza-
tions that provide support to help public hous-
ing residents obtain employment and increase 
earnings: Provided further, That applicants 
must demonstrate the ability to provide services 
to residents, partner with workforce investment 
boards, and leverage service dollars: Provided 
further, That the Secretary may allow public 
housing agencies to request exemptions from 
rent and income limitation requirements under 
sections 3 and 6 of the United States Housing 
Act of 1937 (42 U.S.C. 1437a, 1437d), as necessary 
to implement the Jobs-Plus program, on such 
terms and conditions as the Secretary may ap-
prove upon a finding by the Secretary that any 
such waivers or alternative requirements are 
necessary for the effective implementation of the 
Jobs-Plus initiative as a voluntary program for 
residents: Provided further, That the Secretary 
shall publish by notice in the Federal Register 
any waivers or alternative requirements pursu-
ant to the preceding proviso no later than 10 
days before the effective date of such notice. 

NATIVE AMERICAN PROGRAMS 
(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 

For activities and assistance authorized under 
title I of the Native American Housing Assist-
ance and Self-Determination Act of 1996 
(NAHASDA) (25 U.S.C. 4111 et seq.), title I of 
the Housing and Community Development Act 
of 1974 with respect to Indian tribes (42 U.S.C. 
5306(a)(1)), and related technical assistance, 
$820,000,000, to remain available until September 
30, 2024, unless otherwise specified: Provided, 
That the amounts made available under this 
heading are provided as follows: 

(1) $646,000,000 shall be available for the Na-
tive American Housing Block Grants program, 
as authorized under title I of NAHASDA: Pro-
vided, That, notwithstanding NAHASDA, to de-
termine the amount of the allocation under title 
I of such Act for each Indian tribe, the Sec-
retary shall apply the formula under section 302 
of such Act with the need component based on 
single-race census data and with the need com-
ponent based on multi-race census data, and the 
amount of the allocation for each Indian tribe 
shall be the greater of the two resulting alloca-
tion amounts: Provided further, That the De-
partment will notify grantees of their formula 
allocation within 60 days of the date of enact-
ment of this Act; 

(2) $2,000,000 shall be available for the cost of 
guaranteed notes and other obligations, as au-
thorized by title VI of NAHASDA: Provided, 
That such costs, including the costs of modi-
fying such notes and other obligations, shall be 
as defined in section 502 of the Congressional 
Budget Act of 1974, as amended: Provided fur-
ther, That these funds are available to subsidize 
the total principal amount of any notes and 
other obligations, any part of which is to be 
guaranteed, not to exceed $32,000,000; 

(3) $100,000,000 shall be available for competi-
tive grants under the Native American Housing 
Block Grants program, as authorized under title 
I of NAHASDA: Provided, That the Secretary 
shall obligate this additional amount for com-
petitive grants to eligible recipients authorized 
under NAHASDA that apply for funds: Pro-
vided further, That in awarding this additional 
amount, the Secretary shall consider need and 
administrative capacity, and shall give priority 
to projects that will spur construction and reha-
bilitation: Provided further, That up to 1 per-
cent of this additional amount may be trans-
ferred, in aggregate, to ‘‘Program Offices—Pub-
lic and Indian Housing’’ for necessary costs of 
administering and overseeing the obligation and 
expenditure of this additional amount: Provided 
further, That any funds transferred pursuant to 
this paragraph shall remain available until Sep-
tember 30, 2025; 

(4) $65,000,000 shall be available for grants to 
Indian tribes for carrying out the Indian Com-
munity Development Block Grant program 
under title I of the Housing and Community De-
velopment Act of 1974, notwithstanding section 
106(a)(1) of such Act, of which, notwithstanding 
any other provision of law (including section 
203 of this Act), up to $4,000,000 may be used for 
emergencies that constitute imminent threats to 
health and safety: Provided, That not to exceed 
20 percent of any grant made with funds appro-
priated under this paragraph shall be expended 
for planning and management development and 
administration: Provided further, That funds 
provided under this paragraph shall remain 
available until September 30, 2022; and 

(5) $7,000,000 shall be available for providing 
training and technical assistance to Indian 
tribes, Indian housing authorities and tribally 
designated housing entities, to support the in-
spection of Indian housing units, contract ex-
pertise, and for training and technical assist-
ance related to funding provided under this 
heading and other headings under this Act for 
the needs of Native American families and In-
dian country: Provided, That of the funds made 
available under this paragraph, not less than 

$2,000,000 shall be available for a national orga-
nization as authorized under section 703 of 
NAHASDA (25 U.S.C. 4212): Provided further, 
That amounts made available under this para-
graph may be used, contracted, or competed as 
determined by the Secretary: Provided further, 
That the amounts made available under this 
paragraph may be used by the Secretary to 
enter into cooperative agreements for such pur-
poses with public and private organizations, 
agencies, institutions, and other technical as-
sistance providers to support the administration 
of negotiated rulemaking under section 106 of 
NAHASDA (25 U.S.C. 4116), the administration 
of the allocation formula under section 302 of 
NAHASDA (25 U.S.C. 4152), and the administra-
tion of performance tracking and reporting 
under section 407 of NAHASDA (25 U.S.C. 4167), 
and that in all such cooperative agreements the 
principal purpose of such agreements shall be 
considered to be the provision of funds to carry 
out the public purpose of furthering the pur-
poses of NAHASDA, regardless of the inclusion 
of any services that directly or indirectly benefit 
the Department: Provided further, That of the 
funds made available under this paragraph, not 
less than $1,000,000 shall be available to support 
utilization, outreach, and capacity building 
with tribes and tribal housing organization for 
the Tribal HUD-VASH program. 

INDIAN HOUSING LOAN GUARANTEE FUND 
PROGRAM ACCOUNT 

For the cost of guaranteed loans, as author-
ized by section 184 of the Housing and Commu-
nity Development Act of 1992 (12 U.S.C. 1715z– 
13a), $1,100,000, to remain available until ex-
pended: Provided, That such costs, including 
the costs of modifying such loans, shall be as 
defined in section 502 of the Congressional 
Budget Act of 1974: Provided further, That an 
additional $500,000, to remain available until ex-
pended, shall be available for administrative 
contract expenses including management proc-
esses and systems to carry out the loan guar-
antee program: Provided further, That the Sec-
retary may subsidize total loan principal, any 
part of which is to be guaranteed, up to 
$1,000,000,000, to remain available until ex-
pended: Provided further, That for any unobli-
gated balances (including amounts of uncommit-
ted limitation) remaining from amounts made 
available under this heading in Public Law 115– 
31, Public Law 115–141, and Public Law 116–6, 
and for any recaptures occurring in fiscal year 
2019 or in future fiscal years of amounts made 
available under this heading in prior fiscal 
years, the second proviso of each such heading 
shall be applied as if ‘‘these funds are available 
to’’ was struck and ‘‘the Secretary may’’ was in-
serted in its place. 

NATIVE HAWAIIAN HOUSING BLOCK GRANT 
For the Native Hawaiian Housing Block 

Grant program, as authorized under title VIII of 
the Native American Housing Assistance and 
Self-Determination Act of 1996 (25 U.S.C. 4111 et 
seq.), $1,745,000, to remain available until Sep-
tember 30, 2024: Provided, That notwithstanding 
section 812(b) of such Act, the Department of 
Hawaiian Home Lands may not invest grant 
amounts provided under this heading in invest-
ment securities and other obligations: Provided 
further, That amounts made available under 
this heading in this and prior fiscal years may 
be used to provide rental assistance to eligible 
Native Hawaiian families both on and off the 
Hawaiian Home Lands, notwithstanding any 
other provision of law. 

COMMUNITY PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT 
HOUSING OPPORTUNITIES FOR PERSONS WITH AIDS 

For carrying out the Housing Opportunities 
for Persons with AIDS program, as authorized 
by the AIDS Housing Opportunity Act (42 
U.S.C. 12901 et seq.), $330,000,000, to remain 
available until September 30, 2021, except that 
amounts allocated pursuant to section 854(c)(5) 
of such Act shall remain available until Sep-
tember 30, 2022: Provided, That the Secretary 
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shall renew all expiring contracts for permanent 
supportive housing that initially were funded 
under section 854(c)(5) of such Act from funds 
made available under this heading in fiscal year 
2010 and prior fiscal years that meet all program 
requirements before awarding funds for new 
contracts under such section: Provided further, 
That the Department shall notify grantees of 
their formula allocation within 60 days of enact-
ment of this Act. 

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT FUND 
For carrying out the community development 

block grant program under title I of the Housing 
and Community Development Act of 1974, as 
amended (42 U.S.C. 5301 et seq.) (‘‘the Act’’ 
herein), $3,325,000,000, to remain available until 
September 30, 2022, unless otherwise specified: 
Provided, That unless explicitly provided for 
under this heading, not to exceed 20 percent of 
any grant made with funds appropriated under 
this heading shall be expended for planning and 
management development and administration: 
Provided further, That a metropolitan city, 
urban county, unit of general local government, 
Indian tribe, or insular area that directly or in-
directly receives funds under this heading may 
not sell, trade, or otherwise transfer all or any 
portion of such funds to another such entity in 
exchange for any other funds, credits or non- 
Federal considerations, but must use such funds 
for activities eligible under title I of the Act: 
Provided further, That notwithstanding section 
105(e)(1) of the Act, no funds provided under 
this heading may be provided to a for-profit en-
tity for an economic development project under 
section 105(a)(17) unless such project has been 
evaluated and selected in accordance with 
guidelines required under subsection (e)(2): Pro-
vided further, That of the total amount provided 
under this heading, $25,000,000 shall be for ac-
tivities authorized under section 8071 of the 
SUPPORT for Patients and Communities Act 
(Public Law 115–271): Provided further, That 
the funds allocated pursuant to the previous 
proviso shall not adversely affect the amount of 
any formula assistance received by a State 
under this heading: Provided further, That the 
Secretary shall allocate the funds for such ac-
tivities based on the percentages shown in Table 
1 of the Notice establishing the funding formula 
published in 84 FR 16027 (April 17, 2019): Pro-
vided further, That the Department shall notify 
grantees of their formula allocation within 60 
days of enactment of this Act. 

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT LOAN GUARANTEES 
PROGRAM ACCOUNT 

Subject to section 502 of the Congressional 
Budget Act of 1974, during fiscal year 2020, com-
mitments to guarantee loans under section 108 
of the Housing and Community Development 
Act of 1974 (42 U.S.C. 5308), any part of which 
is guaranteed, shall not exceed a total principal 
amount of $300,000,000, notwithstanding any ag-
gregate limitation on outstanding obligations 
guaranteed in subsection (k) of such section 108: 
Provided, That the Secretary shall collect fees 
from borrowers, notwithstanding subsection (m) 
of such section 108, to result in a credit subsidy 
cost of zero for guaranteeing such loans, and 
any such fees shall be collected in accordance 
with section 502(7) of the Congressional Budget 
Act of 1974: Provided further, That such com-
mitment authority funded by fees may be used 
to guarantee, or make commitments to guar-
antee, notes or other obligations issued by any 
State on behalf of non-entitlement communities 
in the State in accordance with the requirements 
of such section 108: Provided further, That any 
State receiving such a guarantee or commitment 
under the previous proviso shall distribute all 
funds subject to such guarantee to the units of 
general local government in nonentitlement 
areas that received the commitment. 

HOME INVESTMENT PARTNERSHIPS PROGRAM 
For the HOME Investment Partnerships pro-

gram, as authorized under title II of the Cran-

ston-Gonzalez National Affordable Housing Act, 
as amended, $1,250,000,000, to remain available 
until September 30, 2023: Provided, That not-
withstanding the amount made available under 
this heading, the threshold reduction require-
ments in sections 216(10) and 217(b)(4) of such 
Act shall not apply to allocations of such 
amount: Provided further, That the Department 
shall notify grantees of their formula allocation 
within 60 days of enactment of this Act: Pro-
vided further, That section 218(g) of such Act 
(42 U.S.C. 12748(g)) shall not apply with respect 
to the right of a jurisdiction to draw funds from 
its HOME Investment Trust Fund that other-
wise expired or would expire in 2020, 2021, or 
2022 under that section: Provided further, That 
section 231(b) of such Act (42 U.S.C. 12771(b)) 
shall not apply to any uninvested funds that 
otherwise were deducted or would be deducted 
from the line of credit in the participating juris-
dictions HOME Investment Trust Fund in 2018, 
2019, 2020, 2021 or 2022 under that section. 

SELF-HELP AND ASSISTED HOMEOWNERSHIP 
OPPORTUNITY PROGRAM 

For the Self-Help and Assisted Homeowner-
ship Opportunity Program, as authorized under 
section 11 of the Housing Opportunity Program 
Extension Act of 1996, as amended, $54,000,000, 
to remain available until September 30, 2022: 
Provided, That of the total amount provided 
under this heading, $10,000,000 shall be made 
available to the Self-Help Homeownership Op-
portunity Program as authorized under section 
11 of the Housing Opportunity Program Exten-
sion Act of 1996, as amended: Provided further, 
That of the total amount provided under this 
heading, $35,000,000 shall be made available for 
the second, third, and fourth capacity building 
activities authorized under section 4(a) of the 
HUD Demonstration Act of 1993 (42 U.S.C. 9816 
note), of which not less than $5,000,000 shall be 
made available for rural capacity building ac-
tivities: Provided further, That of the total 
amount provided under this heading, $5,000,000 
shall be made available for capacity building by 
national rural housing organizations with expe-
rience assessing national rural conditions and 
providing financing, training, technical assist-
ance, information, and research to local non-
profits, local governments, and Indian Tribes 
serving high need rural communities: Provided 
further, That of the total amount provided 
under this heading, $4,000,000, shall be made 
available for a program to rehabilitate and mod-
ify the homes of disabled or low-income vet-
erans, as authorized under section 1079 of Pub-
lic Law 113–291: Provided further, That funds 
provided under the previous proviso shall be 
awarded within 180 days of enactment of this 
Act. 

HOMELESS ASSISTANCE GRANTS 
For the Emergency Solutions Grants program 

as authorized under subtitle B of title IV of the 
McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act, as 
amended; the Continuum of Care program as 
authorized under subtitle C of title IV of such 
Act; and the Rural Housing Stability Assistance 
program as authorized under subtitle D of title 
IV of such Act $2,761,000,000, to remain avail-
able until September 30, 2022: Provided, That 
any rental assistance amounts that are recap-
tured under such Continuum of Care program 
shall remain available until expended and may 
be used for any purpose under such program: 
Provided further, That not less than $280,000,000 
of the funds appropriated under this heading 
shall be available for such Emergency Solutions 
Grants program: Provided further, That not less 
than $2,344,000,000 of the funds appropriated 
under this heading shall be available for such 
Continuum of Care and Rural Housing Stability 
Assistance programs: Provided further, That of 
the amounts made available under this heading, 
up to $50,000,000 shall be made available for 
grants for rapid re-housing projects and sup-
portive service projects providing coordinated 
entry, and for eligible activities the Secretary 

determines to be critical in order to assist sur-
vivors of domestic violence, dating violence, sex-
ual assault, or stalking: Provided further, That 
such projects shall be eligible for renewal under 
the continuum of care program subject to the 
same terms and conditions as other renewal ap-
plicants: Provided further, That up to $7,000,000 
of the funds appropriated under this heading 
shall be available for the national homeless data 
analysis project: Provided further, That for all 
match requirements applicable to funds made 
available under this heading for this fiscal year 
and prior fiscal years, a grantee may use (or 
could have used) as a source of match funds 
other funds administered by the Secretary and 
other Federal agencies unless there is (or was) a 
specific statutory prohibition on any such use of 
any such funds: Provided further, That none of 
the funds provided under this heading shall be 
available to provide funding for new projects, 
except for projects created through reallocation, 
unless the Secretary determines that the con-
tinuum of care has demonstrated that projects 
are evaluated and ranked based on the degree to 
which they improve the continuum of care’s sys-
tem performance: Provided further, That the 
Secretary shall prioritize funding under the 
Continuum of Care program to continuums of 
care that have demonstrated a capacity to re-
allocate funding from lower performing projects 
to higher performing projects: Provided further, 
That the Secretary shall provide incentives to 
create projects that coordinate with housing 
providers and healthcare organizations to pro-
vide permanent supportive housing and rapid 
rehousing services: Provided further, That any 
unobligated amounts remaining from funds ap-
propriated under this heading in fiscal year 2012 
and prior years for project-based rental assist-
ance for rehabilitation projects with 10-year 
grant terms may be used for purposes under this 
heading, notwithstanding the purposes for 
which such funds were appropriated: Provided 
further, That all balances for Shelter Plus Care 
renewals previously funded from the Shelter 
Plus Care Renewal account and transferred to 
this account shall be available, if recaptured, 
for Continuum of Care renewals in fiscal year 
2020: Provided further, That the Department 
shall notify grantees of their formula allocation 
from amounts allocated (which may represent 
initial or final amounts allocated) for the Emer-
gency Solutions Grant program within 60 days 
of enactment of this Act: Provided further, That 
up to $80,000,000 of the funds appropriated 
under this heading shall be to implement 
projects to demonstrate how a comprehensive 
approach to serving homeless youth, age 24 and 
under, in up to 25 communities with a priority 
for communities with substantial rural popu-
lations in up to eight locations, can dramati-
cally reduce youth homelessness: Provided fur-
ther, That of the amount made available under 
the previous proviso, up to $5,000,000 shall be 
available to provide technical assistance on 
youth homelessness, and collection, analysis, 
and reporting of data and performance meas-
ures under the comprehensive approaches to 
serve homeless youth, in addition to and in co-
ordination with other technical assistance funds 
provided under this title: Provided further, That 
amounts made available for the Continuum of 
Care program under this heading in this and 
prior Acts may be used to competitively or non- 
competitively renew or replace grants for youth 
homeless demonstration projects under the Con-
tinuum of Care program, notwithstanding any 
conflict with the requirements of the Continuum 
of Care program: Provided further, That youth 
aged 24 and under seeking assistance under this 
heading shall not be required to provide third 
party documentation to establish their eligibility 
under 42 U.S.C. 11302(a) or (b) to receive serv-
ices: Provided further, That unaccompanied 
youth aged 24 and under or families headed by 
youth aged 24 and under who are living in un-
safe situations may be served by youth-serving 
providers funded under this heading: Provided 
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further, That persons eligible under section 
103(a)(5) of the McKinney-Vento Homeless As-
sistance Act may be served by any project fund-
ed under this heading to provide both transi-
tional housing and rapid re-housing: Provided 
further, That when awarding funds under the 
Continuum of Care program, the Secretary shall 
not deviate from the FY 2018 Notice of Funding 
Availability with respect to the tier 2 funding 
process, the Continuum of Care application 
scoring, and for new projects, the project qual-
ity threshold requirements, except as otherwise 
provided under this Act or as necessary to 
award all available funds or consider the most 
recent data from each Continuum of Care. 

HOUSING PROGRAMS 
PROJECT-BASED RENTAL ASSISTANCE 

For activities and assistance for the provision 
of project-based subsidy contracts under the 
United States Housing Act of 1937 (42 U.S.C. 
1437 et seq.) (‘‘the Act’’), not otherwise provided 
for, $12,160,000,000, to remain available until ex-
pended, shall be available on October 1, 2019 (in 
addition to the $400,000,000 previously appro-
priated under this heading that became avail-
able October 1, 2019), and $400,000,000, to remain 
available until expended, shall be available on 
October 1, 2020: Provided, That the amounts 
made available under this heading shall be 
available for expiring or terminating section 8 
project-based subsidy contracts (including sec-
tion 8 moderate rehabilitation contracts), for 
amendments to section 8 project-based subsidy 
contracts (including section 8 moderate rehabili-
tation contracts), for contracts entered into pur-
suant to section 441 of the McKinney-Vento 
Homeless Assistance Act (42 U.S.C. 11401), for 
renewal of section 8 contracts for units in 
projects that are subject to approved plans of 
action under the Emergency Low Income Hous-
ing Preservation Act of 1987 or the Low-Income 
Housing Preservation and Resident Homeowner-
ship Act of 1990, and for administrative and 
other expenses associated with project-based ac-
tivities and assistance funded under this para-
graph: Provided further, That of the total 
amounts provided under this heading, not to ex-
ceed $345,000,000 shall be available for perform-
ance-based contract administrators for section 8 
project-based assistance, for carrying out 42 
U.S.C. 1437(f): Provided further, That the Sec-
retary may also use such amounts in the pre-
vious proviso for performance-based contract 
administrators for the administration of: inter-
est reduction payments pursuant to section 
236(a) of the National Housing Act (12 U.S.C. 
1715z–1(a)); rent supplement payments pursuant 
to section 101 of the Housing and Urban Devel-
opment Act of 1965 (12 U.S.C. 1701s); section 
236(f)(2) rental assistance payments (12 U.S.C. 
1715z–1(f)(2)); project rental assistance contracts 
for the elderly under section 202(c)(2) of the 
Housing Act of 1959 (12 U.S.C. 1701q); project 
rental assistance contracts for supportive hous-
ing for persons with disabilities under section 
811(d)(2) of the Cranston-Gonzalez National Af-
fordable Housing Act (42 U.S.C. 8013(d)(2)); 
project assistance contracts pursuant to section 
202(h) of the Housing Act of 1959 (Public Law 
86–372; 73 Stat. 667); and loans under section 202 
of the Housing Act of 1959 (Public Law 86–372; 
73 Stat. 667): Provided further, That amounts 
recaptured under this heading, the heading 
‘‘Annual Contributions for Assisted Housing’’, 
or the heading ‘‘Housing Certificate Fund’’, 
may be used for renewals of or amendments to 
section 8 project-based contracts or for perform-
ance-based contract administrators, notwith-
standing the purposes for which such amounts 
were appropriated: Provided further, That, not-
withstanding any other provision of law, upon 
the request of the Secretary, project funds that 
are held in residual receipts accounts for any 
project subject to a section 8 project-based Hous-
ing Assistance Payments contract that author-
izes HUD or a Housing Finance Agency to re-
quire that surplus project funds be deposited in 

an interest-bearing residual receipts account 
and that are in excess of an amount to be deter-
mined by the Secretary, shall be remitted to the 
Department and deposited in this account, to be 
available until expended: Provided further, 
That amounts deposited pursuant to the pre-
vious proviso shall be available in addition to 
the amount otherwise provided by this heading 
for uses authorized under this heading. 

HOUSING FOR THE ELDERLY 
For capital advances, including amendments 

to capital advance contracts, for housing for the 
elderly, as authorized by section 202 of the 
Housing Act of 1959, as amended, for project 
rental assistance for the elderly under section 
202(c)(2) of such Act, including amendments to 
contracts for such assistance and renewal of ex-
piring contracts for such assistance for up to a 
1-year term, for senior preservation rental as-
sistance contracts, including renewals, as au-
thorized by section 811(e) of the American Hous-
ing and Economic Opportunity Act of 2000, as 
amended, and for supportive services associated 
with the housing, $696,000,000, to remain avail-
able until September 30, 2023: Provided, That of 
the amount provided under this heading, up to 
$107,000,000 shall be for service coordinators and 
the continuation of existing congregate service 
grants for residents of assisted housing projects: 
Provided further, That amounts under this 
heading shall be available for Real Estate As-
sessment Center inspections and inspection-re-
lated activities associated with section 202 
projects: Provided further, That the Secretary 
may waive the provisions of section 202 gov-
erning the terms and conditions of project rental 
assistance, except that the initial contract term 
for such assistance shall not exceed 5 years in 
duration: Provided further, That upon request 
of the Secretary, project funds that are held in 
residual receipts accounts for any project sub-
ject to a section 202 project rental assistance 
contract, and that upon termination of such 
contract are in excess of an amount to be deter-
mined by the Secretary, shall be remitted to the 
Department and deposited in this account, to re-
main available until September 30, 2023: Pro-
vided further, That amounts deposited in this 
account pursuant to the previous proviso shall 
be available, in addition to the amounts other-
wise provided by this heading, for the purposes 
authorized under this heading: Provided fur-
ther, That unobligated balances, including re-
captures and carryover, remaining from funds 
transferred to or appropriated under this head-
ing shall be available for the current purposes 
authorized under this heading in addition to the 
purposes for which such funds originally were 
appropriated: Provided further, That of the 
total amount provided under this heading, 
$10,000,000 shall be for a program to be estab-
lished by the Secretary to make grants to experi-
enced non-profit organizations, States, local 
governments, or public housing agencies for 
safety and functional home modification repairs 
to meet the needs of low-income elderly home-
owners to enable them to remain in their pri-
mary residence: Provided further, That of the 
total amount made available under the previous 
proviso, no less than $5,000,000 shall be avail-
able to meet such needs in communities with 
substantial rural populations: Provided further, 
That beneficiaries of the grant assistance pro-
vided in the previous two provisos under this 
heading in the Department of Housing and 
Urban Development Appropriations Act, 2019 
(Public Law 116–6) shall be homeowners. 

HOUSING FOR PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES 
For capital advances, including amendments 

to capital advance contracts, for supportive 
housing for persons with disabilities, as author-
ized by section 811 of the Cranston-Gonzalez 
National Affordable Housing Act (42 U.S.C. 
8013), as amended, for project rental assistance 
for supportive housing for persons with disabil-
ities under section 811(d)(2) of such Act, for 
project assistance contracts pursuant to section 

202(h) of the Housing Act of 1959 (Public Law 
86–372; 73 Stat. 667), including amendments to 
contracts for such assistance and renewal of ex-
piring contracts for such assistance for up to a 
1-year term, for project rental assistance to 
State housing finance agencies and other appro-
priate entities as authorized under section 
811(b)(3) of the Cranston-Gonzalez National 
Housing Act, and for supportive services associ-
ated with the housing for persons with disabil-
ities as authorized by section 811(b)(1) of such 
Act, $184,155,000, to remain available until Sep-
tember 30, 2023: Provided, That amounts made 
available under this heading shall be available 
for Real Estate Assessment Center inspections 
and inspection-related activities associated with 
section 811 projects: Provided further, That, 
upon the request of the Secretary, project funds 
that are held in residual receipts accounts for 
any project subject to a section 811 project rent-
al assistance contract, and that upon termi-
nation of such contract are in excess of an 
amount to be determined by the Secretary, shall 
be remitted to the Department and deposited in 
this account, to remain available until Sep-
tember 30, 2023: Provided further, That amounts 
deposited in this account pursuant to the pre-
vious proviso shall be available in addition to 
the amounts otherwise provided by this heading 
for the purposes authorized under this heading: 
Provided further, That unobligated balances, 
including recaptures and carryover, remaining 
from funds transferred to or appropriated under 
this heading shall be used for the current pur-
poses authorized under this heading in addition 
to the purposes for which such funds originally 
were appropriated. 

HOUSING COUNSELING ASSISTANCE 
For contracts, grants, and other assistance ex-

cluding loans, as authorized under section 106 
of the Housing and Urban Development Act of 
1968, as amended, $45,000,000, to remain avail-
able until September 30, 2021, including up to 
$4,500,000 for administrative contract services 
and not less than $3,000,000 for the certification 
of housing counselors as required under 12 
U.S.C. 1701x: Provided, That grants made avail-
able from amounts provided under this heading 
shall be awarded within 180 days of enactment 
of this Act: Provided further, That funds shall 
be used for providing counseling and advice to 
tenants and homeowners, both current and pro-
spective, with respect to property maintenance, 
financial management or literacy, and such 
other matters as may be appropriate to assist 
them in improving their housing conditions, 
meeting their financial needs, and fulfilling the 
responsibilities of tenancy or homeownership; 
for program administration; and for housing 
counselor training: Provided further, That for 
purposes of providing such grants from amounts 
provided under this heading, the Secretary may 
enter into multiyear agreements, as appropriate, 
subject to the availability of annual appropria-
tions. 

RENTAL HOUSING ASSISTANCE 
For amendments to contracts under section 

236(f)(2) of the National Housing Act (12 U.S.C. 
1715z–1) in State-aided, noninsured rental hous-
ing projects, $3,000,000, to remain available until 
expended: Provided, That such amount, to-
gether with unobligated balances from recap-
tured amounts appropriated prior to fiscal year 
2006 from terminated contracts under such sec-
tion of law, and any unobligated balances, in-
cluding recaptures and carryover, remaining 
from funds appropriated under this heading 
after fiscal year 2005, shall also be available for 
extensions of up to one year for expiring con-
tracts under such section of law. 

PAYMENT TO MANUFACTURED HOUSING FEES 
TRUST FUND 

For necessary expenses as authorized by the 
National Manufactured Housing Construction 
and Safety Standards Act of 1974 (42 U.S.C. 5401 
et seq.), up to $13,000,000, to remain available 
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until expended, of which $13,000,000 is to be de-
rived from the Manufactured Housing Fees 
Trust Fund: Provided, That not to exceed the 
total amount appropriated under this heading 
shall be available from the general fund of the 
Treasury to the extent necessary to incur obliga-
tions and make expenditures pending the receipt 
of collections to the Fund pursuant to section 
620 of such Act: Provided further, That the 
amount made available under this heading from 
the general fund shall be reduced as such collec-
tions are received during fiscal year 2020 so as 
to result in a final fiscal year 2020 appropriation 
from the general fund estimated at zero, and 
fees pursuant to such section 620 shall be modi-
fied as necessary to ensure such a final fiscal 
year 2020 appropriation: Provided further, That 
the Secretary of Housing and Urban Develop-
ment shall issue a final rule to complete rule-
making initiated by the proposed rule entitled 
‘‘Manufactured Housing Program: Minimum 
Payments to the States’’ published in the Fed-
eral Register on December 16, 2016 (81 Fed. Reg. 
91083): Provided further, That for the dispute 
resolution and installation programs, the Sec-
retary may assess and collect fees from any pro-
gram participant: Provided further, That such 
collections shall be deposited into the Fund, and 
the Secretary, as provided herein, may use such 
collections, as well as fees collected under sec-
tion 620, for necessary expenses of such Act: 
Provided further, That, notwithstanding the re-
quirements of section 620 of such Act, the Sec-
retary may carry out responsibilities of the Sec-
retary under such Act through the use of ap-
proved service providers that are paid directly 
by the recipients of their services. 

FEDERAL HOUSING ADMINISTRATION 

MUTUAL MORTGAGE INSURANCE PROGRAM 
ACCOUNT 

New commitments to guarantee single family 
loans insured under the Mutual Mortgage In-
surance Fund shall not exceed $400,000,000,000, 
to remain available until September 30, 2021: 
Provided, That during fiscal year 2020, obliga-
tions to make direct loans to carry out the pur-
poses of section 204(g) of the National Housing 
Act, as amended, shall not exceed $1,000,000: 
Provided further, That the foregoing amount in 
the previous proviso shall be for loans to non-
profit and governmental entities in connection 
with sales of single family real properties owned 
by the Secretary and formerly insured under the 
Mutual Mortgage Insurance Fund: Provided 
further, That for administrative contract ex-
penses of the Federal Housing Administration, 
$130,000,000, to remain available until September 
30, 2021: Provided further, That to the extent 
guaranteed loan commitments exceed 
$200,000,000,000 on or before April 1, 2020, an ad-
ditional $1,400 for administrative contract ex-
penses shall be available for each $1,000,000 in 
additional guaranteed loan commitments (in-
cluding a pro rata amount for any amount 
below $1,000,000), but in no case shall funds 
made available by this proviso exceed 
$30,000,000: Provided further, That notwith-
standing the limitation in the first sentence of 
section 255(g) of the National Housing Act (12 
U.S.C. 1715z–20(g)), during fiscal year 2020 the 
Secretary may insure and enter into new com-
mitments to insure mortgages under section 255 
of the National Housing Act only to the extent 
that the net credit subsidy cost for such insur-
ance does not exceed zero: Provided further, 
That for fiscal year 2020, the Secretary shall not 
take any action against a lender solely on the 
basis of compare ratios that have been adversely 
affected by defaults on mortgages secured by 
properties in areas where a major disaster was 
declared in 2017 or 2018 pursuant to the Robert 
T. Stafford Disaster Relief and Emergency As-
sistance Act (42 U.S.C. 5121 et seq.). 

GENERAL AND SPECIAL RISK PROGRAM ACCOUNT 

New commitments to guarantee loans insured 
under the General and Special Risk Insurance 

Funds, as authorized by sections 238 and 519 of 
the National Housing Act (12 U.S.C. 1715z–3 and 
1735c), shall not exceed $30,000,000,000 in total 
loan principal, any part of which is to be guar-
anteed, to remain available until September 30, 
2020: Provided, That during fiscal year 2020, 
gross obligations for the principal amount of di-
rect loans, as authorized by sections 204(g), 
207(l), 238, and 519(a) of the National Housing 
Act, shall not exceed $1,000,000, which shall be 
for loans to nonprofit and governmental entities 
in connection with the sale of single family real 
properties owned by the Secretary and formerly 
insured under such Act. 

GOVERNMENT NATIONAL MORTGAGE ASSOCIATION 

GUARANTEES OF MORTGAGE-BACKED SECURITIES 
LOAN GUARANTEE PROGRAM ACCOUNT 

New commitments to issue guarantees to carry 
out the purposes of section 306 of the National 
Housing Act, as amended (12 U.S.C. 1721(g)), 
shall not exceed $550,000,000,000, to remain 
available until September 30, 2021: Provided, 
That $29,626,000, to remain available until Sep-
tember 30, 2021, shall be for necessary salaries 
and expenses of the Office of Government Na-
tional Mortgage Association: Provided further, 
That to the extent that guaranteed loan commit-
ments exceed $155,000,000,000 on or before April 
1, 2020, an additional $100 for necessary salaries 
and expenses shall be available until expended 
for each $1,000,000 in additional guaranteed 
loan commitments (including a pro rata amount 
for any amount below $1,000,000), but in no case 
shall funds made available by this proviso ex-
ceed $3,000,000: Provided further, That receipts 
from Commitment and Multiclass fees collected 
pursuant to title III of the National Housing 
Act, as amended, shall be credited as offsetting 
collections to this account. 

POLICY DEVELOPMENT AND RESEARCH 

RESEARCH AND TECHNOLOGY 

For contracts, grants, and necessary expenses 
of programs of research and studies relating to 
housing and urban problems, not otherwise pro-
vided for, as authorized by title V of the Hous-
ing and Urban Development Act of 1970 (12 
U.S.C. 1701z–1 et seq.), including carrying out 
the functions of the Secretary of Housing and 
Urban Development under section 1(a)(1)(i) of 
Reorganization Plan No. 2 of 1968, and for tech-
nical assistance, $96,000,000, to remain available 
until September 30, 2021: Provided, That with re-
spect to amounts made available under this 
heading, notwithstanding section 203 of this 
title, the Secretary may enter into cooperative 
agreements with philanthropic entities, other 
Federal agencies, State or local governments 
and their agencies, Indian tribes, tribally des-
ignated housing entities, or colleges or univer-
sities for research projects: Provided further, 
That with respect to the previous proviso, such 
partners to the cooperative agreements must 
contribute at least a 50 percent match toward 
the cost of the project: Provided further, That 
for non-competitive agreements entered into in 
accordance with the previous two provisos, the 
Secretary of Housing and Urban Development 
shall comply with section 2(b) of the Federal 
Funding Accountability and Transparency Act 
of 2006 (Public Law 109–282, 31 U.S.C. note) in 
lieu of compliance with section 102(a)(4)(C) with 
respect to documentation of award decisions: 
Provided further, That prior to obligation of 
technical assistance funding, the Secretary shall 
submit a plan to the House and Senate Commit-
tees on Appropriations on how it will allocate 
funding for this activity at least 30 days prior to 
obligation: Provided further, That none of the 
funds provided under this heading may be 
available for the doctoral dissertation research 
grant program. 

FAIR HOUSING AND EQUAL OPPORTUNITY 

FAIR HOUSING ACTIVITIES 

For contracts, grants, and other assistance, 
not otherwise provided for, as authorized by 

title VIII of the Civil Rights Act of 1968, as 
amended by the Fair Housing Amendments Act 
of 1988, and section 561 of the Housing and 
Community Development Act of 1987, as amend-
ed, $65,300,000, to remain available until Sep-
tember 30, 2021: Provided, That grants made 
available from amounts provided under this 
heading shall be awarded within one year of en-
actment of this Act: Provided further, That not-
withstanding 31 U.S.C. 3302, the Secretary may 
assess and collect fees to cover the costs of the 
Fair Housing Training Academy, and may use 
such funds to develop on-line courses and pro-
vide such training: Provided further, That no 
funds made available under this heading shall 
be used to lobby the executive or legislative 
branches of the Federal Government in connec-
tion with a specific contract, grant, or loan: 
Provided further, That of the funds made avail-
able under this heading, $300,000 shall be avail-
able to the Secretary of Housing and Urban De-
velopment for the creation and promotion of 
translated materials and other programs that 
support the assistance of persons with limited 
English proficiency in utilizing the services pro-
vided by the Department of Housing and Urban 
Development. 

OFFICE OF LEAD HAZARD CONTROL AND 
HEALTHY HOMES 

LEAD HAZARD REDUCTION 

For the Lead Hazard Reduction Program, as 
authorized by section 1011 of the Residential 
Lead-Based Paint Hazard Reduction Act of 
1992, $290,000,000, to remain available until Sep-
tember 30, 2022, of which $45,000,000 shall be for 
the Healthy Homes Initiative, pursuant to sec-
tions 501 and 502 of the Housing and Urban De-
velopment Act of 1970, which shall include re-
search, studies, testing, and demonstration ef-
forts, including education and outreach con-
cerning lead-based paint poisoning and other 
housing-related diseases and hazards: Provided, 
That for purposes of environmental review pur-
suant to the National Environmental Policy Act 
of 1969 (42 U.S.C. 4321 et seq.) and other provi-
sions of law that further the purposes of such 
Act, a grant under the Healthy Homes Initia-
tive, or the Lead Technical Studies program 
under this heading or under prior appropria-
tions Acts for such purposes under this heading, 
shall be considered to be funds for a special 
project for purposes of section 305(c) of the Mul-
tifamily Housing Property Disposition Reform 
Act of 1994: Provided further, That not less than 
$100,000,000 of the amounts made available 
under this heading for the award of grants pur-
suant to section 1011 of the Residential Lead- 
Based Paint Hazard Reduction Act of 1992 shall 
be provided to areas with the highest lead-based 
paint abatement needs: Provided further, That 
$64,000,000 of the funds appropriated under this 
heading shall be for the implementation of 
projects in not more than ten communities to 
demonstrate how intensive, extended, multi-year 
interventions can dramatically reduce the pres-
ence of lead-based paint hazards in those com-
munities: Provided further, That each project 
shall serve no more than four contiguous census 
tracts in which there are high concentrations of 
housing stock built before 1940, in which low-in-
come families with children make up a signifi-
cantly higher proportion of the population as 
compared to the State average, and that are lo-
cated in jurisdictions in which instances of ele-
vated blood lead levels reported to the State are 
significantly higher than the State average: 
Provided further, That such projects shall be 
awarded not less than $6,000,000 and not more 
than $9,000,000: Provided further, That funding 
awarded for such projects shall be made avail-
able for draw down contingent upon the grantee 
meeting cost-savings, productivity, and grant 
compliance benchmarks established by the Sec-
retary: Provided further, That each recipient of 
funds for such projects shall contribute an 
amount not less than 10 percent of the total 
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award, and that the Secretary shall give pri-
ority to applicants that secure commitments for 
additional contributions from public and private 
sources: Provided further, That grantees cur-
rently receiving grants made under this heading 
shall be eligible to apply for such projects, pro-
vided that they are deemed to be in compliance 
with program requirements established by the 
Secretary: Provided further, That each appli-
cant shall certify adequate capacity that is ac-
ceptable to the Secretary to carry out the pro-
posed use of funds pursuant to a notice of fund-
ing availability: Provided further, That amounts 
made available under this heading in this or 
prior appropriations Acts, still remaining avail-
able, may be used for any purpose under this 
heading notwithstanding the purpose for which 
such amounts were appropriated if a program 
competition is undersubscribed and there are 
other program competitions under this heading 
that are oversubscribed. 

INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY FUND 
For the development, modernization, and en-

hancement of, modifications to, and infrastruc-
ture for Department-wide and program-specific 
information technology systems, for the con-
tinuing operation and maintenance of both De-
partment-wide and program-specific information 
systems, and for program-related maintenance 
activities, $280,000,000, of which $260,000,000 
shall remain available until September 30, 2021, 
and of which $20,000,000 shall remain available 
until September 30, 2022: Provided, That any 
amounts transferred to this Fund under this Act 
shall remain available until expended: Provided 
further, That any amounts transferred to this 
Fund from amounts appropriated by previously 
enacted appropriations Acts may be used for the 
purposes specified under this Fund, in addition 
to any other information technology purposes 
for which such amounts were appropriated: Pro-
vided further, That not more than 10 percent of 
the funds made available under this heading for 
development, modernization and enhancement 
may be obligated until the Secretary submits to 
the House and Senate Committees on Appropria-
tions, for approval, a plan for expenditure 
that—(A) identifies for each modernization 
project: (i) the functional and performance ca-
pabilities to be delivered and the mission bene-
fits to be realized, (ii) the estimated life-cycle 
cost, and (iii) key milestones to be met; and (B) 
demonstrates that each modernization project is: 
(i) compliant with the Department’s enterprise 
architecture, (ii) being managed in accordance 
with applicable life-cycle management policies 
and guidance, (iii) subject to the Department’s 
capital planning and investment control re-
quirements, and (iv) supported by an adequately 
staffed project office. 

OFFICE OF INSPECTOR GENERAL 
For necessary salaries and expenses of the Of-

fice of Inspector General in carrying out the In-
spector General Act of 1978, as amended, 
$132,489,000: Provided, That the Inspector Gen-
eral shall have independent authority over all 
personnel issues within this office: Provided fur-
ther, That the Office of Inspector General shall 
procure and rely upon the services of an inde-
pendent external auditor to audit the fiscal year 
2020 and subsequent financial statements of the 
Department of Housing and Urban Development 
including the financial statements of the Fed-
eral Housing Administration and the Govern-
ment National Mortgage Association. 
GENERAL PROVISIONS—DEPARTMENT OF HOUSING 

AND URBAN DEVELOPMENT 
(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 

(INCLUDING RESCISSIONS) 
SEC. 201. Fifty percent of the amounts of 

budget authority, or in lieu thereof 50 percent of 
the cash amounts associated with such budget 
authority, that are recaptured from projects de-
scribed in section 1012(a) of the Stewart B. 
McKinney Homeless Assistance Amendments Act 
of 1988 (42 U.S.C. 1437f note) shall be rescinded 

or in the case of cash, shall be remitted to the 
Treasury, and such amounts of budget author-
ity or cash recaptured and not rescinded or re-
mitted to the Treasury shall be used by State 
housing finance agencies or local governments 
or local housing agencies with projects approved 
by the Secretary of Housing and Urban Devel-
opment for which settlement occurred after Jan-
uary 1, 1992, in accordance with such section. 
Notwithstanding the previous sentence, the Sec-
retary may award up to 15 percent of the budget 
authority or cash recaptured and not rescinded 
or remitted to the Treasury to provide project 
owners with incentives to refinance their project 
at a lower interest rate. 

SEC. 202. None of the amounts made available 
under this Act may be used during fiscal year 
2020 to investigate or prosecute under the Fair 
Housing Act any otherwise lawful activity en-
gaged in by one or more persons, including the 
filing or maintaining of a nonfrivolous legal ac-
tion, that is engaged in solely for the purpose of 
achieving or preventing action by a Government 
official or entity, or a court of competent juris-
diction. 

SEC. 203. Except as explicitly provided in law, 
any grant, cooperative agreement or other as-
sistance made pursuant to title II of this Act 
shall be made on a competitive basis and in ac-
cordance with section 102 of the Department of 
Housing and Urban Development Reform Act of 
1989 (42 U.S.C. 3545). 

SEC. 204. Funds of the Department of Housing 
and Urban Development subject to the Govern-
ment Corporation Control Act or section 402 of 
the Housing Act of 1950 shall be available, with-
out regard to the limitations on administrative 
expenses, for legal services on a contract or fee 
basis, and for utilizing and making payment for 
services and facilities of the Federal National 
Mortgage Association, Government National 
Mortgage Association, Federal Home Loan 
Mortgage Corporation, Federal Financing 
Bank, Federal Reserve banks or any member 
thereof, Federal Home Loan banks, and any in-
sured bank within the meaning of the Federal 
Deposit Insurance Corporation Act, as amended 
(12 U.S.C. 1811–1). 

SEC. 205. Unless otherwise provided for in this 
Act or through a reprogramming of funds, no 
part of any appropriation for the Department of 
Housing and Urban Development shall be avail-
able for any program, project or activity in ex-
cess of amounts set forth in the budget estimates 
submitted to Congress. 

SEC. 206. Corporations and agencies of the De-
partment of Housing and Urban Development 
which are subject to the Government Corpora-
tion Control Act are hereby authorized to make 
such expenditures, within the limits of funds 
and borrowing authority available to each such 
corporation or agency and in accordance with 
law, and to make such contracts and commit-
ments without regard to fiscal year limitations 
as provided by section 104 of such Act as may be 
necessary in carrying out the programs set forth 
in the budget for 2020 for such corporation or 
agency except as hereinafter provided: Provided, 
That collections of these corporations and agen-
cies may be used for new loan or mortgage pur-
chase commitments only to the extent expressly 
provided for in this Act (unless such loans are 
in support of other forms of assistance provided 
for in this or prior appropriations Acts), except 
that this proviso shall not apply to the mortgage 
insurance or guaranty operations of these cor-
porations, or where loans or mortgage purchases 
are necessary to protect the financial interest of 
the United States Government. 

SEC. 207. The Secretary of Housing and Urban 
Development shall provide quarterly reports to 
the House and Senate Committees on Appropria-
tions regarding all uncommitted, unobligated, 
recaptured and excess funds in each program 
and activity within the jurisdiction of the De-
partment and shall submit additional, updated 
budget information to these Committees upon re-
quest. 

SEC. 208. No funds provided under this title 
may be used for an audit of the Government Na-
tional Mortgage Association that makes applica-
ble requirements under the Federal Credit Re-
form Act of 1990 (2 U.S.C. 661 et seq.). 

SEC. 209. (a) Notwithstanding any other provi-
sion of law, subject to the conditions listed 
under this section, for fiscal years 2020 and 2021, 
the Secretary of Housing and Urban Develop-
ment may authorize the transfer of some or all 
project-based assistance, debt held or insured by 
the Secretary and statutorily required low-in-
come and very low-income use restrictions if 
any, associated with one or more multifamily 
housing project or projects to another multi-
family housing project or projects. 

(b) PHASED TRANSFERS.—Transfers of project- 
based assistance under this section may be done 
in phases to accommodate the financing and 
other requirements related to rehabilitating or 
constructing the project or projects to which the 
assistance is transferred, to ensure that such 
project or projects meet the standards under 
subsection (c). 

(c) The transfer authorized in subsection (a) is 
subject to the following conditions: 

(1) NUMBER AND BEDROOM SIZE OF UNITS.— 
(A) For occupied units in the transferring 

project: The number of low-income and very 
low-income units and the configuration (i.e., 
bedroom size) provided by the transferring 
project shall be no less than when transferred to 
the receiving project or projects and the net dol-
lar amount of Federal assistance provided to the 
transferring project shall remain the same in the 
receiving project or projects. 

(B) For unoccupied units in the transferring 
project: The Secretary may authorize a reduc-
tion in the number of dwelling units in the re-
ceiving project or projects to allow for a recon-
figuration of bedroom sizes to meet current mar-
ket demands, as determined by the Secretary 
and provided there is no increase in the project- 
based assistance budget authority. 

(2) The transferring project shall, as deter-
mined by the Secretary, be either physically ob-
solete or economically nonviable. 

(3) The receiving project or projects shall meet 
or exceed applicable physical standards estab-
lished by the Secretary. 

(4) The owner or mortgagor of the transferring 
project shall notify and consult with the tenants 
residing in the transferring project and provide 
a certification of approval by all appropriate 
local governmental officials. 

(5) The tenants of the transferring project 
who remain eligible for assistance to be provided 
by the receiving project or projects shall not be 
required to vacate their units in the transferring 
project or projects until new units in the receiv-
ing project are available for occupancy. 

(6) The Secretary determines that this transfer 
is in the best interest of the tenants. 

(7) If either the transferring project or the re-
ceiving project or projects meets the condition 
specified in subsection (d)(2)(A), any lien on the 
receiving project resulting from additional fi-
nancing obtained by the owner shall be subordi-
nate to any FHA-insured mortgage lien trans-
ferred to, or placed on, such project by the Sec-
retary, except that the Secretary may waive this 
requirement upon determination that such a 
waiver is necessary to facilitate the financing of 
acquisition, construction, and/or rehabilitation 
of the receiving project or projects. 

(8) If the transferring project meets the re-
quirements of subsection (d)(2), the owner or 
mortgagor of the receiving project or projects 
shall execute and record either a continuation 
of the existing use agreement or a new use 
agreement for the project where, in either case, 
any use restrictions in such agreement are of no 
lesser duration than the existing use restric-
tions. 

(9) The transfer does not increase the cost (as 
defined in section 502 of the Congressional 
Budget Act of 1974(2 U.S.C. 661a)) of any FHA- 
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insured mortgage, except to the extent that ap-
propriations are provided in advance for the 
amount of any such increased cost. 

(d) For purposes of this section— 
(1) the terms ‘‘low-income’’ and ‘‘very low-in-

come’’ shall have the meanings provided by the 
statute and/or regulations governing the pro-
gram under which the project is insured or as-
sisted; 

(2) the term ‘‘multifamily housing project’’ 
means housing that meets one of the following 
conditions— 

(A) housing that is subject to a mortgage in-
sured under the National Housing Act; 

(B) housing that has project-based assistance 
attached to the structure including projects un-
dergoing mark to market debt restructuring 
under the Multifamily Assisted Housing Reform 
and Affordability Housing Act; 

(C) housing that is assisted under section 202 
of the Housing Act of 1959 (12 U.S.C. 1701q); 

(D) housing that is assisted under section 202 
of the Housing Act of 1959 (12 U.S.C. 1701q), as 
such section existed before the enactment of the 
Cranston-Gonzales National Affordable Housing 
Act; 

(E) housing that is assisted under section 811 
of the Cranston-Gonzales National Affordable 
Housing Act (42 U.S.C. 8013); or 

(F) housing or vacant land that is subject to 
a use agreement; 

(3) the term ‘‘project-based assistance’’ 
means— 

(A) assistance provided under section 8(b) of 
the United States Housing Act of 1937 (42 U.S.C. 
1437f(b)); 

(B) assistance for housing constructed or sub-
stantially rehabilitated pursuant to assistance 
provided under section 8(b)(2) of such Act (as 
such section existed immediately before October 
1, 1983); 

(C) rent supplement payments under section 
101 of the Housing and Urban Development Act 
of 1965 (12 U.S.C. 1701s); 

(D) interest reduction payments under section 
236 and/or additional assistance payments under 
section 236(f)(2) of the National Housing Act (12 
U.S.C. 1715z–1); 

(E) assistance payments made under section 
202(c)(2) of the Housing Act of 1959 (12 U.S.C. 
1701q(c)(2)); and 

(F) assistance payments made under section 
811(d)(2) of the Cranston-Gonzalez National Af-
fordable Housing Act (42 U.S.C. 8013(d)(2)); 

(4) the term ‘‘receiving project or projects’’ 
means the multifamily housing project or 
projects to which some or all of the project- 
based assistance, debt, and statutorily required 
low-income and very low-income use restrictions 
are to be transferred; 

(5) the term ‘‘transferring project’’ means the 
multifamily housing project which is transfer-
ring some or all of the project-based assistance, 
debt, and the statutorily required low-income 
and very low-income use restrictions to the re-
ceiving project or projects; and 

(6) the term ‘‘Secretary’’ means the Secretary 
of Housing and Urban Development. 

(e) RESEARCH REPORT.—The Secretary shall 
conduct an evaluation of the transfer authority 
under this section, including the effect of such 
transfers on the operational efficiency, contract 
rents, physical and financial conditions, and 
long-term preservation of the affected prop-
erties. 

SEC. 210. (a) No assistance shall be provided 
under section 8 of the United States Housing 
Act of 1937 (42 U.S.C. 1437f) to any individual 
who— 

(1) is enrolled as a student at an institution of 
higher education (as defined under section 102 
of the Higher Education Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 
1002)); 

(2) is under 24 years of age; 
(3) is not a veteran; 
(4) is unmarried; 
(5) does not have a dependent child; 
(6) is not a person with disabilities, as such 

term is defined in section 3(b)(3)(E) of the 

United States Housing Act of 1937 (42 U.S.C. 
1437a(b)(3)(E)) and was not receiving assistance 
under such section 8 as of November 30, 2005; 

(7) is not a youth who left foster care at age 
14 or older and is at risk of becoming homeless; 
and 

(8) is not otherwise individually eligible, or 
has parents who, individually or jointly, are not 
eligible, to receive assistance under section 8 of 
the United States Housing Act of 1937 (42 U.S.C. 
1437f). 

(b) For purposes of determining the eligibility 
of a person to receive assistance under section 8 
of the United States Housing Act of 1937 (42 
U.S.C. 1437f), any financial assistance (in excess 
of amounts received for tuition and any other 
required fees and charges) that an individual 
receives under the Higher Education Act of 1965 
(20 U.S.C. 1001 et seq.), from private sources, or 
an institution of higher education (as defined 
under section 102 of the Higher Education Act 
of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 1002)), shall be considered in-
come to that individual, except for a person over 
the age of 23 with dependent children. 

SEC. 211. The funds made available for Native 
Alaskans under the heading ‘‘Native American 
Housing Block Grants’’ in title II of this Act 
shall be allocated to the same Native Alaskan 
housing block grant recipients that received 
funds in fiscal year 2005. 

SEC. 212. Notwithstanding any other provision 
of law, in fiscal year 2020, in managing and dis-
posing of any multifamily property that is 
owned or has a mortgage held by the Secretary 
of Housing and Urban Development, and during 
the process of foreclosure on any property with 
a contract for rental assistance payments under 
section 8 of the United States Housing Act of 
1937 (42 U.S.C. 1437f) or other Federal programs, 
the Secretary shall maintain any rental assist-
ance payments under section 8 of the United 
States Housing Act of 1937 and other programs 
that are attached to any dwelling units in the 
property. To the extent the Secretary deter-
mines, in consultation with the tenants and the 
local government, that such a multifamily prop-
erty owned or held by the Secretary is not fea-
sible for continued rental assistance payments 
under such section 8 or other programs, based 
on consideration of (1) the costs of rehabili-
tating and operating the property and all avail-
able Federal, State, and local resources, includ-
ing rent adjustments under section 524 of the 
Multifamily Assisted Housing Reform and Af-
fordability Act of 1997 (‘‘MAHRAA’’) (42 U.S.C. 
1437f note) and (2) environmental conditions 
that cannot be remedied in a cost-effective fash-
ion, the Secretary may, in consultation with the 
tenants of that property, contract for project- 
based rental assistance payments with an owner 
or owners of other existing housing properties, 
or provide other rental assistance. The Secretary 
shall also take appropriate steps to ensure that 
project-based contracts remain in effect prior to 
foreclosure, subject to the exercise of contrac-
tual abatement remedies to assist relocation of 
tenants for imminent major threats to health 
and safety after written notice to and informed 
consent of the affected tenants and use of other 
available remedies, such as partial abatements 
or receivership. After disposition of any multi-
family property described under this section, the 
contract and allowable rent levels on such prop-
erties shall be subject to the requirements under 
section 524 of MAHRAA. 

SEC. 213. Public housing agencies that own 
and operate 400 or fewer public housing units 
may elect to be exempt from any asset manage-
ment requirement imposed by the Secretary of 
Housing and Urban Development in connection 
with the operating fund rule: Provided, That an 
agency seeking a discontinuance of a reduction 
of subsidy under the operating fund formula 
shall not be exempt from asset management re-
quirements. 

SEC. 214. With respect to the use of amounts 
provided in this Act and in future Acts for the 
operation, capital improvement and manage-

ment of public housing as authorized by sections 
9(d) and 9(e) of the United States Housing Act 
of 1937 (42 U.S.C. 1437g(d) and (e)), the Sec-
retary shall not impose any requirement or 
guideline relating to asset management that re-
stricts or limits in any way the use of capital 
funds for central office costs pursuant to section 
9(g)(1) or 9(g)(2) of the United States Housing 
Act of 1937 (42 U.S.C. 1437g(g)(1), (2)): Provided, 
That a public housing agency may not use cap-
ital funds authorized under section 9(d) for ac-
tivities that are eligible under section 9(e) for as-
sistance with amounts from the operating fund 
in excess of the amounts permitted under section 
9(g)(1) or 9(g)(2). 

SEC. 215. No official or employee of the De-
partment of Housing and Urban Development 
shall be designated as an allotment holder un-
less the Office of the Chief Financial Officer has 
determined that such allotment holder has im-
plemented an adequate system of funds control 
and has received training in funds control pro-
cedures and directives. The Chief Financial Of-
ficer shall ensure that there is a trained allot-
ment holder for each HUD appropriation under 
the accounts ‘‘Executive Offices’’, ‘‘Administra-
tive Support Offices’’, ‘‘Program Offices’’, ‘‘Gov-
ernment National Mortgage Association—Guar-
antees of Mortgage-Backed Securities Loan 
Guarantee Program Account’’, and ‘‘Office of 
Inspector General’’ within the Department of 
Housing and Urban Development. 

SEC. 216. The Secretary of the Department of 
Housing and Urban Development shall, for fis-
cal year 2020, notify the public through the Fed-
eral Register and other means, as determined 
appropriate, of the issuance of a notice of the 
availability of assistance or notice of funding 
availability (NOFA) for any program or discre-
tionary fund administered by the Secretary that 
is to be competitively awarded. Notwithstanding 
any other provision of law, for fiscal year 2020, 
the Secretary may make the NOFA available 
only on the Internet at the appropriate Govern-
ment web site or through other electronic media, 
as determined by the Secretary. 

SEC. 217. Payment of attorney fees in pro-
gram-related litigation shall be paid from the in-
dividual program office and Office of General 
Counsel salaries and expenses appropriations. 
The annual budget submission for the program 
offices and the Office of General Counsel shall 
include any such projected litigation costs for 
attorney fees as a separate line item request. No 
funds provided in this title may be used to pay 
any such litigation costs for attorney fees until 
the Department submits for review a spending 
plan for such costs to the House and Senate 
Committees on Appropriations. 

SEC. 218. The Secretary is authorized to trans-
fer up to 10 percent or $5,000,000, whichever is 
less, of funds appropriated for any office under 
the headings ‘‘Administrative Support Offices’’ 
or ‘‘Program Offices’’ to any other such office or 
account: Provided, That no appropriation for 
any such office or account shall be increased or 
decreased by more than 10 percent or $5,000,000, 
whichever is less, without prior written ap-
proval of the House and Senate Committees on 
Appropriations: Provided further, That the Sec-
retary shall provide notification to such Com-
mittees 3 business days in advance of any such 
transfers under this section up to 10 percent or 
$5,000,000, whichever is less. 

SEC. 219. (a) Any entity receiving housing as-
sistance payments shall maintain decent, safe, 
and sanitary conditions, as determined by the 
Secretary of Housing and Urban Development 
(in this section referred to as the ‘‘Secretary’’), 
and comply with any standards under applica-
ble State or local laws, rules, ordinances, or reg-
ulations relating to the physical condition of 
any property covered under a housing assist-
ance payment contract. 

(b) The Secretary shall take action under sub-
section (c) when a multifamily housing project 
with a section 8 contract or contract for similar 
project-based assistance— 
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(1) receives a Uniform Physical Condition 

Standards (UPCS) score of 60 or less; or 
(2) fails to certify in writing to the Secretary 

within 3 days that all Exigent Health and Safe-
ty deficiencies identified by the inspector at the 
project have been corrected. 
Such requirements shall apply to insured and 
noninsured projects with assistance attached to 
the units under section 8 of the United States 
Housing Act of 1937 (42 U.S.C. 1437f), but do not 
apply to such units assisted under section 
8(o)(13) (42 U.S.C. 1437f(o)(13)) or to public 
housing units assisted with capital or operating 
funds under section 9 of the United States Hous-
ing Act of 1937 (42 U.S.C. 1437g). 

(c)(1) Within 15 days of the issuance of the 
REAC inspection, the Secretary must provide 
the owner with a Notice of Default with a speci-
fied timetable, determined by the Secretary, for 
correcting all deficiencies. The Secretary must 
also provide a copy of the Notice of Default to 
the tenants, the local government, any mortga-
gees, and any contract administrator. If the 
owner’s appeal results in a UPCS score of 60 or 
above, the Secretary may withdraw the Notice 
of Default. 

(2) At the end of the time period for correcting 
all deficiencies specified in the Notice of De-
fault, if the owner fails to fully correct such de-
ficiencies, the Secretary may— 

(A) require immediate replacement of project 
management with a management agent ap-
proved by the Secretary; 

(B) impose civil money penalties, which shall 
be used solely for the purpose of supporting safe 
and sanitary conditions at applicable properties, 
as designated by the Secretary, with priority 
given to the tenants of the property affected by 
the penalty; 

(C) abate the section 8 contract, including 
partial abatement, as determined by the Sec-
retary, until all deficiencies have been corrected; 

(D) pursue transfer of the project to an owner, 
approved by the Secretary under established 
procedures, which will be obligated to promptly 
make all required repairs and to accept renewal 
of the assistance contract as long as such re-
newal is offered; 

(E) transfer the existing section 8 contract to 
another project or projects and owner or own-
ers; 

(F) pursue exclusionary sanctions, including 
suspensions or debarments from Federal pro-
grams; 

(G) seek judicial appointment of a receiver to 
manage the property and cure all project defi-
ciencies or seek a judicial order of specific per-
formance requiring the owner to cure all project 
deficiencies; 

(H) work with the owner, lender, or other re-
lated party to stabilize the property in an at-
tempt to preserve the property through compli-
ance, transfer of ownership, or an infusion of 
capital provided by a third-party that requires 
time to effectuate; or 

(I) take any other regulatory or contractual 
remedies available as deemed necessary and ap-
propriate by the Secretary. 

(d) The Secretary shall also take appropriate 
steps to ensure that project-based contracts re-
main in effect, subject to the exercise of contrac-
tual abatement remedies to assist relocation of 
tenants for major threats to health and safety 
after written notice to the affected tenants. To 
the extent the Secretary determines, in consulta-
tion with the tenants and the local government, 
that the property is not feasible for continued 
rental assistance payments under such section 8 
or other programs, based on consideration of— 

(1) the costs of rehabilitating and operating 
the property and all available Federal, State, 
and local resources, including rent adjustments 
under section 524 of the Multifamily Assisted 
Housing Reform and Affordability Act of 1997 
(‘‘MAHRAA’’); and 

(2) environmental conditions that cannot be 
remedied in a cost-effective fashion, the Sec-
retary may contract for project-based rental as-

sistance payments with an owner or owners of 
other existing housing properties, or provide 
other rental assistance. 

(e) The Secretary shall report quarterly on all 
properties covered by this section that are as-
sessed through the Real Estate Assessment Cen-
ter and have UPCS physical inspection scores of 
less than 60 or have received an unsatisfactory 
management and occupancy review within the 
past 36 months. The report shall include— 

(1) the enforcement actions being taken to ad-
dress such conditions, including imposition of 
civil money penalties and termination of sub-
sidies, and identify properties that have such 
conditions multiple times; 

(2) actions that the Department of Housing 
and Urban Development is taking to protect ten-
ants of such identified properties; and 

(3) any administrative or legislative rec-
ommendations to further improve the living con-
ditions at properties covered under a housing 
assistance payment contract. 
This report shall be due to the Senate and 
House Committees on Appropriations no later 
than 30 days after the enactment of this Act, 
and on the first business day of each Federal 
fiscal year quarter thereafter while this section 
remains in effect. 

SEC. 220. None of the funds made available by 
this Act, or any other Act, for purposes author-
ized under section 8 (only with respect to the 
tenant-based rental assistance program) and 
section 9 of the United States Housing Act of 
1937 (42 U.S.C. 1437 et seq.), may be used by any 
public housing agency for any amount of sal-
ary, including bonuses, for the chief executive 
officer of which, or any other official or em-
ployee of which, that exceeds the annual rate of 
basic pay payable for a position at level IV of 
the Executive Schedule at any time during any 
public housing agency fiscal year 2020. 

SEC. 221. None of the funds in this Act pro-
vided to the Department of Housing and Urban 
Development may be used to make a grant 
award unless the Secretary notifies the House 
and Senate Committees on Appropriations not 
less than 3 full business days before any project, 
State, locality, housing authority, tribe, non-
profit organization, or other entity selected to 
receive a grant award is announced by the De-
partment or its offices. 

SEC. 222. None of the funds made available by 
this Act may be used to require or enforce the 
Physical Needs Assessment (PNA). 

SEC. 223. None of the funds made available in 
this Act shall be used by the Federal Housing 
Administration, the Government National Mort-
gage Administration, or the Department of 
Housing and Urban Development to insure, 
securitize, or establish a Federal guarantee of 
any mortgage or mortgage backed security that 
refinances or otherwise replaces a mortgage that 
has been subject to eminent domain condemna-
tion or seizure, by a State, municipality, or any 
other political subdivision of a State. 

SEC. 224. None of the funds made available by 
this Act may be used to terminate the status of 
a unit of general local government as a metro-
politan city (as defined in section 102 of the 
Housing and Community Development Act of 
1974 (42 U.S.C. 5302)) with respect to grants 
under section 106 of such Act (42 U.S.C. 5306). 

SEC. 225. Amounts made available under this 
Act which are either appropriated, allocated, 
advanced on a reimbursable basis, or transferred 
to the Office of Policy Development and Re-
search in the Department of Housing and Urban 
Development and functions thereof, for re-
search, evaluation, or statistical purposes, and 
which are unexpended at the time of completion 
of a contract, grant, or cooperative agreement, 
may be deobligated and shall immediately be-
come available and may be reobligated in that 
fiscal year or the subsequent fiscal year for the 
research, evaluation, or statistical purposes for 
which the amounts are made available to that 
Office subject to reprogramming requirements in 
section 405 of this Act. 

SEC. 226. None of the funds provided in this 
Act or any other act may be used for awards, 
including performance, special act, or spot, for 
any employee of the Department of Housing and 
Urban Development subject to administrative 
discipline (including suspension from work), in 
this or the prior fiscal year, but this prohibition 
shall not be effective prior to the effective date 
of any such administrative discipline or after 
any final decision over-turning such discipline. 

SEC. 227. Funds made available in this title 
under the heading ‘‘Homeless Assistance 
Grants’’ may be used by the Secretary to partici-
pate in Performance Partnership Pilots author-
ized under section 526 of division H of Public 
Law 113–76, section 524 of division G of Public 
Law 113–235, section 525 of division H of Public 
Law 114–113, section 525 of division H of Public 
Law 115–31, section 525 of division H of Public 
Law 115–141, section 524 of division B of Public 
Law 115–245 and such authorities as are enacted 
for Performance Partnership Pilots in an appro-
priations Act for fiscal year 2020: Provided, 
That such participation shall be limited to no 
more than 10 continuums of care and housing 
activities to improve outcomes for disconnected 
youth. 

SEC. 228. With respect to grant amounts 
awarded under the heading ‘‘Homeless Assist-
ance Grants’’ for fiscal years 2015 through 2020 
for the continuum of care (CoC) program as au-
thorized under subtitle C of title IV of the 
McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act, costs 
paid by program income of grant recipients may 
count toward meeting the recipient’s matching 
requirements, provided the costs are eligible CoC 
costs that supplement the recipient’s CoC pro-
gram. 

SEC. 229. (a) From amounts made available 
under this title under the heading ‘‘Homeless 
Assistance Grants’’, the Secretary may award 1- 
year transition grants to recipients of funds for 
activities under subtitle C of the McKinney- 
Vento Homeless Assistance Act (42 U.S.C. 11381 
et seq.) to transition from one Continuum of 
Care program component to another. 

(b) In order to be eligible to receive a transi-
tion grant, the funding recipient must have the 
consent of the Continuum of Care and meet 
standards determined by the Secretary. 

SEC. 230. None of the funds made available by 
this Act may be used by the Department of 
Housing and Urban Development to direct a 
grantee to undertake specific changes to existing 
zoning laws as part of carrying out the final 
rule entitled ‘‘Affirmatively Furthering Fair 
Housing’’ (80 Fed. Reg. 42272 (July 16, 2015)) or 
the notice entitled ‘‘Affirmatively Furthering 
Fair Housing Assessment Tool’’ (79 Fed. Reg. 
57949 (September 26, 2014)). 

SEC. 231. The Promise Zone designations and 
Promise Zone Designation Agreements entered 
into pursuant to such designations, made by the 
Secretary of Housing and Urban Development in 
prior fiscal years, shall remain in effect in ac-
cordance with the terms and conditions of such 
agreements. 

SEC. 232. None of the funds made available by 
this Act may be used to establish and apply re-
view criteria, including rating factors or pref-
erence points, for participation in or coordina-
tion with EnVision Centers, in the evaluation, 
selection, and award of any funds made avail-
able and requiring competitive selection under 
this Act, except with respect to any such funds 
otherwise authorized for EnVision Center pur-
poses under this Act. 

SEC. 233. None of the funds made available by 
this or any prior Act may be used to require or 
enforce any changes to the terms and conditions 
of the public housing annual contributions con-
tract between the Secretary and any public 
housing agency, as such contract was in effect 
as of December 31, 2017, unless such changes are 
mutually agreed upon by the Secretary and 
such agency: Provided, That such agreement by 
an agency may be indicated only by a written 
amendment to the terms and conditions con-
taining the duly authorized signature of its 
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chief executive: Provided Further, That the Sec-
retary may not withhold funds to compel such 
agreement by an agency which certifies to its 
compliance with its contract. 

SEC. 234. None of the amounts made available 
in this Act or in the Department of Housing and 
Urban Development Appropriations Act, 2019 
(Public Law 116–6) may be used to consider 
Family Self-Sufficiency performance measures 
or performance scores in determining funding 
awards for programs receiving Family Self-Suf-
ficiency program coordinator funding provided 
in this Act or in the Department of Housing and 
Urban Development Appropriations Act, 2019 
(Public Law 116–6). 

SEC. 235. (a) All unobligated balances from 
funds appropriated under the heading ‘‘Depart-
ment of Housing and Urban Development Public 
and Indian Housing—Tenant Based Rental As-
sistance’’ in chapter 10 of title I of division B of 
the Consolidated Security, Disaster Assistance, 
and Continuing Appropriations Act, 2009 (Pub-
lic Law 110–329) are hereby rescinded. 

(b) All unobligated balances from funds ap-
propriated under the heading ‘‘Department of 
Housing and Urban Development Public and In-
dian Housing—Project-Based Rental Assist-
ance’’ in chapter 10 of title I of division B of the 
Consolidated Security, Disaster Assistance, and 
Continuing Appropriations Act, 2009 (Public 
Law 110–329; 122 Stat. 324) (as amended by sec-
tion 1203 of Public Law 111–32; 123 Stat. 1859) 
are hereby rescinded. 

SEC. 236. Any public housing agency des-
ignated as a Moving to Work agency pursuant 
to section 239 of (Public Law 114–113) may, upon 
such designation, use funds (except for special 
purpose funding, including special purpose 
vouchers) previously allocated to any such pub-
lic housing agency under section 8 or 9 of the 
United States Housing Act of 1937, including 
any reserve funds held by the public housing 
agency or funds held by the Department of 
Housing and Urban Development, pursuant to 
the authority for use of section 8 or 9 funding 
provided under such section and section 204 of 
title II of the Departments of Veterans Affairs 
and Housing and Urban Development and Inde-
pendent Agencies Appropriations Act, 1996 
(Public Law 104–134), notwithstanding the pur-
poses for which such funds were appropriated 

SEC. 237. None of the amounts made available 
by this Act or by Public Law 116-6 may be used 
to prohibit any public housing agency under re-
ceivership or the direction of a Federal monitor 
from applying for, receiving, or using funds 
made available under the heading ‘‘Public 
Housing Capital Fund’’ for competitive grants 
to evaluate and reduce lead-based paint hazards 
in this Act or that remain available and not 
awarded from prior Acts, or be used to prohibit 
a public housing agency from using such funds 
to carry out any required work pursuant to a 
settlement agreement, consent decree, voluntary 
agreement, or similar document for a violation 
of the Lead Safe Housing or Lead Disclosure 
Rules. 

SEC. 238. The Secretary of Housing and Urban 
Development shall include in the budget mate-
rials submitted to Congress in support of the 
budget of the President submitted under section 
1105 of title 31, United States Code, for fiscal 
year 2021, recommendations and any associated 
costs for future research on insurance models 
designed to reduce evictions or expand access to 
rental opportunities for tenants, such as rental 
payment insurance. 

SEC. 239. It is the sense of Congress that— 
(1) more than 17,000,000 people live in manu-

factured homes and benefit from high-quality 
affordable homes which provide stability; 

(2) owners of manufactured homes have dis-
proportionately low-income households, and in 
2013, the median annual household income for 
living in manufactured housing was $28,400; 

(3) approximately 75 percent of manufactured 
home households earn less than $50,000 per 
year; 

(4) more than 10 percent of veterans in the 
United States live in manufactured homes; 

(5) in late 1990, manufactured housing rep-
resented 2⁄3 of the new affordable housing pro-
duced in the United States and remains a sig-
nificant source of unsubsidized affordable hous-
ing in the United States; 

(6) in 2015, the average cost per square foot for 
a new manufactured home was 48 dollars, less 
than half of the cost per square foot for a new- 
site built, structure-only home, which was $101; 

(7) in 2009, 43 percent of all new homes that 
sold for less than $150,000 were manufactured 
homes; 

(8) manufactured homes account for 23 per-
cent of new home sales under $200,000; 

(9) more than 50,000 manufactured home com-
munities, also referred to as ‘‘mobile home 
parks’’, exist throughout the United States; 

(10) more than 2,900,000 manufactured homes 
are placed in manufactured home communities; 

(11) manufactured home communities provide 
critical affordable housing, but receive very lit-
tle Federal, State, or local funds to subsidize the 
cost of manufactured homes; 

(12) manufactured home owners in such com-
munities may own the home, but they do not 
own the land under the home, which leaves the 
home owners vulnerable to rent increases, arbi-
trary rule enforcement, and in the case of a 
manufactured home community owner con-
verting the land to some other use, community 
closure; 

(13) an eviction or closure of a manufactured 
home community is very disruptive to a resident 
who may be unable to pay the thousands of dol-
lars it takes to move the manufactured home or 
find a new location for the manufactured home; 

(14) in an effort to preserve a crucial source of 
affordable housing within the past two decades, 
a national network of housing providers has 
helped residents purchase and own the land 
under the manufactured home community, and 
manage the manufactured home community; 

(15) nationwide, there are more than 1,000 sta-
ble, permanent ownership cooperatives or non-
profit-owned developments in more than a dozen 
States; 

(16) members of manufactured home commu-
nities continue to own such homes individually, 
own an equal share of the land beneath the en-
tire manufactured home community, participate 
in the governing of the community, and elect a 
board of directors who make major decisions 
within the manufactured home community by a 
democratic vote; 

(17) in New Hampshire, more than 30 percent 
of manufactured home communities are owned 
by residents; 

(18) resident-owned cooperatives and non-
profit owned communities have also flourished 
in Vermont, Massachusetts, Rhode Island, 
Washington, Oregon, and Minnesota; 

(19) nationwide, only 2 percent of all manu-
factured home communities are resident or non-
profit-owned; 

(20) when the owner of a manufactured home 
community or his or her heirs sell the commu-
nity to the highest bidder, it can result in dis-
placement for dozens and sometimes hundreds of 
families; and 

(21) Congress should endeavor to protect resi-
dents of manufactured home communities by en-
couraging the owners of those properties to sell 
them to nonprofit organizations or to the resi-
dents themselves to own cooperatively. 

This title may be cited as the ‘‘Department of 
Housing and Urban Development Appropria-
tions Act, 2020’’. 

TITLE III 

RELATED AGENCIES 

ACCESS BOARD 

SALARIES AND EXPENSES 

For expenses necessary for the Access Board, 
as authorized by section 502 of the Rehabilita-
tion Act of 1973, as amended, $9,200,000: Pro-

vided, That, notwithstanding any other provi-
sion of law, there may be credited to this appro-
priation funds received for publications and 
training expenses: Provided further, That of this 
amount, $800,000 shall be for activities author-
ized under section 432 of Public Law 115–254. 

FEDERAL MARITIME COMMISSION 

SALARIES AND EXPENSES 

For necessary expenses of the Federal Mari-
time Commission as authorized by section 201(d) 
of the Merchant Marine Act, 1936, as amended 
(46 U.S.C. 307), including services as authorized 
by 5 U.S.C. 3109; hire of passenger motor vehi-
cles as authorized by 31 U.S.C. 1343(b); and uni-
forms or allowances therefore, as authorized by 
5 U.S.C. 5901–5902, $28,000,000: Provided, That 
not to exceed $2,000 shall be available for offi-
cial reception and representation expenses. 

NATIONAL RAILROAD PASSENGER CORPORATION 

OFFICE OF INSPECTOR GENERAL 

SALARIES AND EXPENSES 

For necessary expenses of the Office of In-
spector General for the National Railroad Pas-
senger Corporation to carry out the provisions 
of the Inspector General Act of 1978, as amend-
ed, $23,274,000: Provided, That the Inspector 
General shall have all necessary authority, in 
carrying out the duties specified in the Inspec-
tor General Act, as amended (5 U.S.C. App. 3), 
to investigate allegations of fraud, including 
false statements to the government (18 U.S.C. 
1001), by any person or entity that is subject to 
regulation by the National Railroad Passenger 
Corporation: Provided further, That the Inspec-
tor General may enter into contracts and other 
arrangements for audits, studies, analyses, and 
other services with public agencies and with pri-
vate persons, subject to the applicable laws and 
regulations that govern the obtaining of such 
services within the National Railroad Passenger 
Corporation: Provided further, That the Inspec-
tor General may select, appoint, and employ 
such officers and employees as may be necessary 
for carrying out the functions, powers, and du-
ties of the Office of Inspector General, subject to 
the applicable laws and regulations that govern 
such selections, appointments, and employment 
within the Corporation: Provided further, That 
concurrent with the President’s budget request 
for fiscal year 2021, the Inspector General shall 
submit to the House and Senate Committees on 
Appropriations a budget request for fiscal year 
2021 in similar format and substance to those 
submitted by executive agencies of the Federal 
Government. 

NATIONAL TRANSPORTATION SAFETY BOARD 

SALARIES AND EXPENSES 

For necessary expenses of the National Trans-
portation Safety Board, including hire of pas-
senger motor vehicles and aircraft; services as 
authorized by 5 U.S.C. 3109, but at rates for in-
dividuals not to exceed the per diem rate equiva-
lent to the rate for a GS–15; uniforms, or allow-
ances therefor, as authorized by law (5 U.S.C. 
5901–5902), $110,400,000, of which not to exceed 
$2,000 may be used for official reception and 
representation expenses. The amounts made 
available to the National Transportation Safety 
Board in this Act include amounts necessary to 
make lease payments on an obligation incurred 
in fiscal year 2001 for a capital lease. 

NEIGHBORHOOD REINVESTMENT CORPORATION 

PAYMENT TO THE NEIGHBORHOOD REINVESTMENT 
CORPORATION 

For payment to the Neighborhood Reinvest-
ment Corporation for use in neighborhood rein-
vestment activities, as authorized by the Neigh-
borhood Reinvestment Corporation Act (42 
U.S.C. 8101–8107), $151,000,000, of which 
$5,000,000 shall be for a multi-family rental 
housing program: Provided, That an additional 
$1,000,000, to remain available until September 
30, 2023, shall be for the promotion and develop-
ment of shared equity housing models. 
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SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD 

SALARIES AND EXPENSES 
For necessary expenses of the Surface Trans-

portation Board, including services authorized 
by 5 U.S.C. 3109, $37,100,000: Provided, That 
notwithstanding any other provision of law, not 
to exceed $1,250,000 from fees established by the 
Chairman of the Surface Transportation Board 
shall be credited to this appropriation as offset-
ting collections and used for necessary and au-
thorized expenses under this heading: Provided 
further, That the sum herein appropriated from 
the general fund shall be reduced on a dollar- 
for-dollar basis as such offsetting collections are 
received during fiscal year 2020, to result in a 
final appropriation from the general fund esti-
mated at no more than $35,850,000. 

UNITED STATES INTERAGENCY COUNCIL ON 
HOMELESSNESS 

OPERATING EXPENSES 
For necessary expenses (including payment of 

salaries, authorized travel, hire of passenger 
motor vehicles, the rental of conference rooms, 
and the employment of experts and consultants 
under section 3109 of title 5, United States Code) 
of the United States Interagency Council on 
Homelessness in carrying out the functions pur-
suant to title II of the McKinney-Vento Home-
less Assistance Act, as amended, $3,700,000. 

TITLE IV 
GENERAL PROVISIONS—THIS ACT 

SEC. 401. None of the funds in this Act shall 
be used for the planning or execution of any 
program to pay the expenses of, or otherwise 
compensate, non-Federal parties intervening in 
regulatory or adjudicatory proceedings funded 
in this Act. 

SEC. 402. None of the funds appropriated in 
this Act shall remain available for obligation be-
yond the current fiscal year, nor may any be 
transferred to other appropriations, unless ex-
pressly so provided herein. 

SEC. 403. The expenditure of any appropria-
tion under this Act for any consulting service 
through a procurement contract pursuant to 
section 3109 of title 5, United States Code, shall 
be limited to those contracts where such expend-
itures are a matter of public record and avail-
able for public inspection, except where other-
wise provided under existing law, or under ex-
isting Executive order issued pursuant to exist-
ing law. 

SEC. 404. (a) None of the funds made available 
in this Act may be obligated or expended for any 
employee training that— 

(1) does not meet identified needs for knowl-
edge, skills, and abilities bearing directly upon 
the performance of official duties; 

(2) contains elements likely to induce high lev-
els of emotional response or psychological stress 
in some participants; 

(3) does not require prior employee notifica-
tion of the content and methods to be used in 
the training and written end of course evalua-
tion; 

(4) contains any methods or content associ-
ated with religious or quasi-religious belief sys-
tems or ‘‘new age’’ belief systems as defined in 
Equal Employment Opportunity Commission No-
tice N–915.022, dated September 2, 1988; or 

(5) is offensive to, or designed to change, par-
ticipants’ personal values or lifestyle outside the 
workplace. 

(b) Nothing in this section shall prohibit, re-
strict, or otherwise preclude an agency from 
conducting training bearing directly upon the 
performance of official duties. 

SEC. 405. Except as otherwise provided in this 
Act, none of the funds provided in this Act, pro-
vided by previous appropriations Acts to the 
agencies or entities funded in this Act that re-
main available for obligation or expenditure in 
fiscal year 2020, or provided from any accounts 
in the Treasury derived by the collection of fees 
and available to the agencies funded by this 
Act, shall be available for obligation or expendi-
ture through a reprogramming of funds that— 

(1) creates a new program; 
(2) eliminates a program, project, or activity; 
(3) increases funds or personnel for any pro-

gram, project, or activity for which funds have 
been denied or restricted by the Congress; 

(4) proposes to use funds directed for a spe-
cific activity by either the House or Senate Com-
mittees on Appropriations for a different pur-
pose; 

(5) augments existing programs, projects, or 
activities in excess of $5,000,000 or 10 percent, 
whichever is less; 

(6) reduces existing programs, projects, or ac-
tivities by $5,000,000 or 10 percent, whichever is 
less; or 

(7) creates, reorganizes, or restructures a 
branch, division, office, bureau, board, commis-
sion, agency, administration, or department dif-
ferent from the budget justifications submitted 
to the Committees on Appropriations or the table 
accompanying the report accompanying this 
Act, whichever is more detailed, unless prior ap-
proval is received from the House and Senate 
Committees on Appropriations: Provided, That 
not later than 60 days after the date of enact-
ment of this Act, each agency funded by this 
Act shall submit a report to the Committees on 
Appropriations of the Senate and of the House 
of Representatives to establish the baseline for 
application of reprogramming and transfer au-
thorities for the current fiscal year: Provided 
further, That the report shall include— 

(A) a table for each appropriation with a sep-
arate column to display the prior year enacted 
level, the President’s budget request, adjust-
ments made by Congress, adjustments due to en-
acted rescissions, if appropriate, and the fiscal 
year enacted level; 

(B) a delineation in the table for each appro-
priation and its respective prior year enacted 
level by object class and program, project, and 
activity as detailed in this Act, the table accom-
panying the explanatory statement accom-
panying this Act, accompanying reports of the 
House and Senate Committee on Appropriations, 
or in the budget appendix for the respective ap-
propriations, whichever is more detailed, and 
shall apply to all items for which a dollar 
amount is specified and to all programs for 
which new budget (obligational) authority is 
provided, as well as to discretionary grants and 
discretionary grant allocations; and 

(C) an identification of items of special con-
gressional interest. 

SEC. 406. Except as otherwise specifically pro-
vided by law, not to exceed 50 percent of unobli-
gated balances remaining available at the end of 
fiscal year 2020 from appropriations made avail-
able for salaries and expenses for fiscal year 
2020 in this Act, shall remain available through 
September 30, 2021, for each such account for 
the purposes authorized: Provided, That a re-
quest shall be submitted to the House and Sen-
ate Committees on Appropriations for approval 
prior to the expenditure of such funds: Provided 
further, That these requests shall be made in 
compliance with reprogramming guidelines 
under section 405 of this Act. 

SEC. 407. No funds in this Act may be used to 
support any Federal, State, or local projects 
that seek to use the power of eminent domain, 
unless eminent domain is employed only for a 
public use: Provided, That for purposes of this 
section, public use shall not be construed to in-
clude economic development that primarily ben-
efits private entities: Provided further, That any 
use of funds for mass transit, railroad, airport, 
seaport or highway projects, as well as utility 
projects which benefit or serve the general pub-
lic (including energy-related, communication-re-
lated, water-related and wastewater-related in-
frastructure), other structures designated for 
use by the general public or which have other 
common-carrier or public-utility functions that 
serve the general public and are subject to regu-
lation and oversight by the government, and 
projects for the removal of an immediate threat 
to public health and safety or brownfields as de-

fined in the Small Business Liability Relief and 
Brownfields Revitalization Act (Public Law 107– 
118) shall be considered a public use for pur-
poses of eminent domain. 

SEC. 408. None of the funds made available in 
this Act may be transferred to any department, 
agency, or instrumentality of the United States 
Government, except pursuant to a transfer made 
by, or transfer authority provided in, this Act or 
any other appropriations Act. 

SEC. 409. No part of any appropriation con-
tained in this Act shall be available to pay the 
salary for any person filling a position, other 
than a temporary position, formerly held by an 
employee who has left to enter the Armed Forces 
of the United States and has satisfactorily com-
pleted his or her period of active military or 
naval service, and has within 90 days after his 
or her release from such service or from hos-
pitalization continuing after discharge for a pe-
riod of not more than 1 year, made application 
for restoration to his or her former position and 
has been certified by the Office of Personnel 
Management as still qualified to perform the du-
ties of his or her former position and has not 
been restored thereto. 

SEC. 410. No funds appropriated pursuant to 
this Act may be expended by an entity unless 
the entity agrees that in expending the assist-
ance the entity will comply with sections 2 
through 4 of the Act of March 3, 1933 (41 U.S.C. 
8301–8305, popularly known as the ‘‘Buy Amer-
ican Act’’). 

SEC. 411. No funds appropriated or otherwise 
made available under this Act shall be made 
available to any person or entity that has been 
convicted of violating the Buy American Act (41 
U.S.C. 8301–8305). 

SEC. 412. None of the funds made available in 
this Act may be used for first-class airline ac-
commodations in contravention of sections 301– 
10.122 and 301–10.123 of title 41, Code of Federal 
Regulations. 

SEC. 413. (a) None of the funds made available 
by this Act may be used to approve a new for-
eign air carrier permit under sections 41301 
through 41305 of title 49, United States Code, or 
exemption application under section 40109 of 
that title of an air carrier already holding an 
air operators certificate issued by a country that 
is party to the U.S.-E.U.-Iceland-Norway Air 
Transport Agreement where such approval 
would contravene United States law or Article 
17 bis of the U.S.-E.U.-Iceland-Norway Air 
Transport Agreement. 

(b) Nothing in this section shall prohibit, re-
strict or otherwise preclude the Secretary of 
Transportation from granting a foreign air car-
rier permit or an exemption to such an air car-
rier where such authorization is consistent with 
the U.S.-E.U.-Iceland-Norway Air Transport 
Agreement and United States law. 

SEC. 414. None of the funds made available in 
this Act may be used to send or otherwise pay 
for the attendance of more than 50 employees of 
a single agency or department of the United 
States Government, who are stationed in the 
United States, at any single international con-
ference unless the relevant Secretary reports to 
the House and Senate Committees on Appropria-
tions at least 5 days in advance that such at-
tendance is important to the national interest: 
Provided, That for purposes of this section the 
term ‘‘international conference’’ shall mean a 
conference occurring outside of the United 
States attended by representatives of the United 
States Government and of foreign governments, 
international organizations, or nongovern-
mental organizations. 

SEC. 415. None of the funds appropriated or 
otherwise made available under this Act may be 
used by the Surface Transportation Board to 
charge or collect any filing fee for rate or prac-
tice complaints filed with the Board in an 
amount in excess of the amount authorized for 
district court civil suit filing fees under section 
1914 of title 28, United States Code. 

SEC. 416. None of the funds made available by 
this Act may be used by the Department of 
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Transportation, the Department of Housing and 
Urban Development, or any other Federal agen-
cy to lease or purchase new light duty vehicles 
for any executive fleet, or for an agency’s fleet 
inventory, except in accordance with Presi-
dential Memorandum—Federal Fleet Perform-
ance, dated May 24, 2011. 

SEC. 417. (a) None of the funds made available 
in this Act may be used to maintain or establish 
a computer network unless such network blocks 
the viewing, downloading, and exchanging of 
pornography. 

(b) Nothing in subsection (a) shall limit the 
use of funds necessary for any Federal, State, 
tribal, or local law enforcement agency or any 
other entity carrying out criminal investiga-
tions, prosecution, or adjudication activities. 

SEC. 418. (a) None of the funds made available 
in this Act may be used to deny an Inspector 
General funded under this Act timely access to 
any records, documents, or other materials 
available to the department or agency over 
which that Inspector General has responsibil-
ities under the Inspector General Act of 1978 (5 
U.S.C. App.), or to prevent or impede that In-
spector General’s access to such records, docu-
ments, or other materials, under any provision 
of law, except a provision of law that expressly 
refers to the Inspector General and expressly 
limits the Inspector General’s right of access. 

(b) A department or agency covered by this 
section shall provide its Inspector General with 
access to all such records, documents, and other 
materials in a timely manner. 

(c) Each Inspector General shall ensure com-
pliance with statutory limitations on disclosure 
relevant to the information provided by the es-
tablishment over which that Inspector General 
has responsibilities under the Inspector General 
Act of 1978 (5 U.S.C. App.). 

(d) Each Inspector General covered by this 
section shall report to the Committees on Appro-
priations of the House of Representatives and 
the Senate within 5 calendar days any failures 
to comply with this requirement. 

SEC. 419. None of the funds appropriated or 
otherwise made available by this Act may be 
used to pay award or incentive fees for contrac-
tors whose performance has been judged to be 
below satisfactory, behind schedule, over budg-
et, or has failed to meet the basic requirements 
of a contract, unless the Agency determines that 
any such deviations are due to unforeseeable 
events, government-driven scope changes, or are 
not significant within the overall scope of the 
project and/or program unless such awards or 
incentive fees are consistent with 16.401(e)(2) of 
the FAR. 

This division may be cited as the ‘‘Transpor-
tation, Housing and Urban Development, and 
Related Agencies Appropriations Act, 2020’’. 

MOTION TO CONCUR 
Mrs. LOWEY. Mr. Speaker, I have a 

motion at the desk. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

Clerk will designate the motion. 
The text of the motion is as follows: 
Mrs. Lowey moves that the House concur 

in the Senate amendment to H.R. 3055 with 
an amendment inserting the text of Rules 
Committee Print 116–38 in lieu of the matter 
proposed to be inserted by the Senate. 

The text of the House amendment to 
the Senate amendment to the text is as 
follows: 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Further Con-
tinuing Appropriations Act, 2020, and Further 
Health Extenders Act of 2019’’. 
SEC. 2. TABLE OF CONTENTS. 

The table of contents of this Act is as follows: 
DIVISION A—FURTHER CONTINUING 

APPROPRIATIONS ACT, 2020 
DIVISION B—HEALTH AND HUMAN SERV-

ICES EXTENDERS AND OTHER MATTERS 
Title I—Public Health Extenders 

Title II—Other Health Extenders 
Title III—Medicaid Extenders 
Title IV—Medicare Extenders 
Title V—Human Services Extenders 
Title VI—Miscellaneous Policies 
Title VII—Other Matters 
Title VIII—Budgetary Effects 
SEC. 3. REFERENCES. 

Except as expressly provided otherwise, any 
reference to ‘‘this Act’’ contained in any divi-
sion of this Act shall be treated as referring only 
to the provisions of that division. 

DIVISION A—FURTHER CONTINUING 
APPROPRIATIONS ACT, 2020 

SEC. 101. The Continuing Appropriations Act, 
2020 (division A of Public Law 116–59) is amend-
ed— 

(1) by striking the date specified in section 
106(3) and inserting ‘‘December 20, 2019’’; 

(2) by striking section 122 and inserting the 
following: 

‘‘SEC. 122. Notwithstanding sections 101 and 
104, amounts are provided for ‘Department of 
Commerce—Bureau of the Census—Periodic 
Censuses and Programs’ at a rate for operations 
of $7,284,319,000, of which not less than 
$90,000,000 is for the delivery of Mobile Ques-
tionnaire Assistance Centers: Provided, That 
such amounts may be apportioned up to the rate 
for operations necessary to maintain the sched-
ule and deliver the required data according to 
statutory deadlines in the 2020 Decennial Cen-
sus Program: Provided further, That the third 
proviso under such heading in title I of Division 
C of Public Law 116–6 shall not apply during 
the period covered by this Act.’’; 

(3) in section 136, by striking ‘‘$18,397,500’’ 
and inserting ‘‘$26,574,167’’ and by striking 
‘‘$631,000’’ and inserting ‘‘$1,209,111’’; 

(4) in section 138, by striking ‘‘$20,000,000’’ 
and inserting ‘‘$30,000,000’’; and 

(5) by inserting after section 145 the following 
new sections: 

‘‘SEC. 146. Amounts made available by section 
101 for ‘Department of Agriculture—Domestic 
Food Programs—Food and Nutrition Service— 
Commodity Assistance Program’ may be appor-
tioned up to the rate for operations necessary to 
maintain the current program caseload for the 
Commodity Supplemental Food Program. 

‘‘SEC. 147. ADJUSTMENTS FOR CERTAIN RATES 
OF PAY FOR THE UNIFORMED SERVICES.— 

‘‘Amounts made available in applicable ac-
counts by section 101— 

‘‘(1) for monthly basic pay for members of the 
uniformed services under section 203(a) of title 
37, United States Code, may be apportioned up 
to the rate for operations necessary to provide 
monthly pay consistent with section 4 of Execu-
tive Order 13866 of March 28, 2019; and 

‘‘(2) for monthly cadet or midshipmen pay for 
cadets or midshipmen under section 203(c) of 
title 37, United States Code, may be apportioned 
up to the rate for operations necessary to pro-
vide monthly pay consistent with section 4 of 
Executive Order 13866 of March 28, 2019. 

‘‘SEC. 148. In addition to amounts provided in 
section 101, amounts are provided for the Pay-
ments in Lieu of Taxes program authorized by 
chapter 69 of title 31, United States Code, at a 
rate for operations of $400,000, to be used solely 
for administrative expenses. 

‘‘SEC. 149. Notwithstanding any other provi-
sion of this Act, there is hereby appropriated for 
fiscal year 2020 for payment to Maya M. 
Rockeymoore, widow of Elijah E. Cummings, 
late a Representative from the State of Mary-
land, $174,000. 

‘‘SEC. 150. Notwithstanding section 251(a)(1) 
of the Balanced Budget and Emergency Deficit 
Control Act of 1985 and the timetable in section 
254(a) of such Act, the final sequestration report 
for fiscal year 2020 pursuant to section 254(f)(1) 
of such Act and any order for fiscal year 2020 
pursuant to section 254(f)(5) of such Act shall be 
issued, for the Congressional Budget Office, 10 
days after the date specified in section 106(3), 

and for the Office of Management and Budget, 
15 days after the date specified in section 
106(3).’’. 

This division may be cited as the ‘‘Further 
Continuing Appropriations Act, 2020’’. 
DIVISION B—HEALTH AND HUMAN SERV-

ICES EXTENDERS AND OTHER MATTERS 
TITLE I—PUBLIC HEALTH EXTENDERS 

SEC. 1101. EXTENSION FOR COMMUNITY HEALTH 
CENTERS, THE NATIONAL HEALTH 
SERVICE CORPS, AND TEACHING 
HEALTH CENTERS THAT OPERATE 
GME PROGRAMS. 

(a) COMMUNITY HEALTH CENTERS.—Section 
10503(b)(1)(F) of the Patient Protection and Af-
fordable Care Act (42 U.S.C. 254b–2(b)(1)(F)) is 
amended by— 

(1) striking ‘‘$569,863,014’’ and inserting 
‘‘$887,671,223’’; and 

(2) striking ‘‘November 21, 2019’’ and inserting 
‘‘December 20, 2019’’. 

(b) NATIONAL HEALTH SERVICE CORPS.—Sec-
tion 10503(b)(2) of the Patient Protection and 
Affordable Care Act (42 U.S.C. 254b–2(b)(2)(G)) 
is amended— 

(1) by striking ‘‘$44,164,384’’ and inserting 
‘‘$68,794,521’’; and 

(2) by striking ‘‘November 21, 2019’’ and in-
serting ‘‘December 20, 2019’’. 

(c) TEACHING HEALTH CENTERS THAT OPERATE 
GRADUATE MEDICAL EDUCATION PROGRAMS.— 
Section 340H(g)(1) of the Public Health Service 
Act (42 U.S.C. 256h(g)(1)) is amended— 

(1) by striking ‘‘$18,021,918’’ and inserting 
‘‘$28,072,603’’; and 

(2) by striking ‘‘November 21, 2019’’ and in-
serting ‘‘December 20, 2019’’. 

(d) APPLICATION OF PROVISIONS.—Amounts 
appropriated pursuant to the amendments made 
by this section for the period beginning on Octo-
ber 1, 2019, and ending on December 20, 2019, 
shall be subject to the requirements contained in 
Public Law 115–245 for funds for programs au-
thorized under sections 330 through 340 of the 
Public Health Service Act (42 U.S.C. 254 through 
256). 

(e) CONFORMING AMENDMENT.—Paragraph (4) 
of section 3014(h) of title 18, United States Code, 
as amended by section 1101(e) of division B of 
Public Law 116–59, is amended by striking ‘‘and 
section 1101(d) of division B of the Continuing 
Appropriations Act, 2020, and Health Extenders 
Act of 2019’’ and inserting ‘‘, section 1101(d) of 
division B of the Continuing Appropriations 
Act, 2020, and Health Extenders Act of 2019, and 
section 1101(d) of the Further Continuing Ap-
propriations Act, 2020, and Further Health Ex-
tenders Act of 2019’’. 
SEC. 1102. DIABETES PROGRAMS. 

(a) TYPE I.—Section 330B(b)(2)(D) of the Pub-
lic Health Service Act (42 U.S.C. 254c–2(b)(2)(D)) 
is amended— 

(1) by striking ‘‘$21,369,863’’ and inserting 
‘‘$33,287,671’’; and 

(2) by striking ‘‘November 21, 2019’’ and in-
serting ‘‘December 20, 2019’’. 

(b) INDIANS.—Section 330C(c)(2)(D) of the 
Public Health Service Act (42 U.S.C. 254c– 
3(c)(2)(D)) is amended— 

(1) by striking ‘‘$21,369,863’’ and inserting 
‘‘$33,287,671’’; and 

(2) by striking ‘‘November 21, 2019’’ and in-
serting ‘‘December 20, 2019’’. 

TITLE II—OTHER HEALTH EXTENDERS 
SEC. 1201. EXTENSION OF SEXUAL RISK AVOID-

ANCE EDUCATION PROGRAM. 
Section 510 of the Social Security Act (42 

U.S.C. 710) is amended— 
(1) in subsection (a)— 
(A) in paragraph (1), in the matter preceding 

subparagraph (A), by striking ‘‘November 21, 
2019’’ and inserting ‘‘December 20, 2019’’; and 

(B) in paragraph (2)(A), by striking ‘‘Novem-
ber 21, 2019’’ and inserting ‘‘December 20, 2019’’; 
and 

(2) in subsection (f)(1), by striking ‘‘$10,684,931 
for the period beginning October 1, 2019, and 
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ending November 21, 2019’’ and inserting 
‘‘$16,643,836 for the period beginning October 1, 
2019, and ending December 20, 2019’’. 
SEC. 1202. EXTENSION OF PERSONAL RESPONSI-

BILITY EDUCATION PROGRAM. 
Section 513 of the Social Security Act (42 

U.S.C. 713) is amended— 
(1) in subsection (a)(1)— 
(A) in subparagraph (A), in the matter pre-

ceding clause (i), by striking ‘‘November 21, 
2019’’ and inserting ‘‘December 20, 2019’’; and 

(B) in subparagraph (B)(i), by striking ‘‘No-
vember 21, 2019’’ and inserting ‘‘December 20, 
2019’’; and 

(2) in subsection (f), by striking ‘‘$10,684,931 
for the period beginning October 1, 2019, and 
ending November 21, 2019’’ and inserting 
‘‘$16,643,836 for the period beginning October 1, 
2019, and ending December 20, 2019’’. 

TITLE III—MEDICAID EXTENDERS 
SEC. 1301. EXTENSION OF COMMUNITY MENTAL 

HEALTH SERVICES DEMONSTRATION 
PROGRAM. 

Section 223(d)(3) of the Protecting Access to 
Medicare Act of 2014 (42 U.S.C. 1396a note) is 
amended by striking ‘‘November 21, 2019’’ and 
inserting ‘‘December 20, 2019’’. 
SEC. 1302. TEMPORARY INCREASE IN FEDERAL 

MEDICAL ASSISTANCE PERCENTAGE 
FOR TERRITORIES UNDER MEDICAID 
PROGRAM. 

Subsection (ff) of section 1905 of the Social Se-
curity Act (42 U.S.C. 1396d) is amended by strik-
ing ‘‘November 21, 2019’’ and inserting ‘‘Decem-
ber 20, 2019’’. 
SEC. 1303. DELAY OF REDUCTIONS IN MEDICAID 

DSH ALLOTMENTS. 
Section 1923(f)(7)(A) of the Social Security Act 

(42 U.S.C. 1396r–4(f)(7)(A)) is amended by strik-
ing ‘‘November 22, 2019’’ each place it appears 
and inserting ‘‘December 21, 2019’’. 

TITLE IV—MEDICARE EXTENDERS 
SEC. 1401. EXTENSION OF FUNDING FOR QUALITY 

MEASURE ENDORSEMENT, INPUT, 
AND SELECTION. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 1890(d)(2) of the So-
cial Security Act (42 U.S.C. 1395aaa(d)(2)) is 
amended— 

(1) in the first sentence, by striking ‘‘$1,069,000 
for the period beginning on October 1, 2019, and 
ending on November 21, 2019’’ and inserting 
‘‘$1,665,000 for the period beginning on October 
1, 2019, and ending on December 20, 2019’’; and 

(2) in the third sentence, by striking ‘‘Novem-
ber 21, 2019’’ and inserting ‘‘December 20, 2019’’. 

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments made 
by subsection (a) shall take effect as if included 
in the enactment of the Continuing Appropria-
tions Act, 2020, and Health Extenders Act of 
2019 (Public Law 116–59). 
SEC. 1402. EXTENSION OF FUNDING OUTREACH 

AND ASSISTANCE FOR LOW-INCOME 
PROGRAMS. 

(a) ADDITIONAL FUNDING FOR STATE HEALTH 
INSURANCE PROGRAMS.—Subsection (a)(1)(B) of 
section 119 of the Medicare Improvements for 
Patients and Providers Act of 2008 (42 U.S.C. 
1395b–3 note), as amended by section 3306 of the 
Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act 
(Public Law 111–148), section 610 of the Amer-
ican Taxpayer Relief Act of 2012 (Public Law 
112–240), section 1110 of the Pathway for SGR 
Reform Act of 2013 (Public Law 113–67), section 
110 of the Protecting Access to Medicare Act of 
2014 (Public Law 113–93), section 208 of the 
Medicare Access and CHIP Reauthorization Act 
of 2015 (Public Law 114–10), section 50207 of di-
vision E of the Bipartisan Budget Act of 2018 
(Public Law 115–123), and section 1402 of the 
Continuing Appropriations Act, 2020, and 
Health Extenders Act of 2019 (Public Law 116– 
59), is amended— 

(1) in clause (ix), by striking ‘‘and’’ at the 
end; 

(2) in clause (x), by striking the period at the 
end and inserting ‘‘; and’’; and 

(3) by inserting after clause (x) the following 
new clause: 

‘‘(xi) for the period beginning on November 22, 
2019, and ending on December 20, 2019, of 
$1,033,000.’’. 

(b) ADDITIONAL FUNDING FOR AREA AGENCIES 
ON AGING.—Subsection (b)(1)(B) of such section 
119, as so amended, is amended— 

(1) in clause (ix), by striking ‘‘and’’ at the 
end; 

(2) in clause (x), by striking the period at the 
end and inserting ‘‘; and’’; and 

(3) by inserting after clause (x) the following 
new clause: 

‘‘(xi) for the period beginning on November 22, 
2019, and ending on December 20, 2019, of 
$597,000.’’. 

(c) ADDITIONAL FUNDING FOR AGING AND DIS-
ABILITY RESOURCE CENTERS.—Subsection 
(c)(1)(B) of such section 119, as so amended, is 
amended— 

(1) in clause (ix), by striking ‘‘and’’ at the 
end; 

(2) in clause (x), by striking the period at the 
end and inserting ‘‘; and’’; and 

(3) by inserting after clause (x) the following 
new clause: 

‘‘(xi) for the period beginning on November 22, 
2019, and ending on December 20, 2019, of 
$397,000.’’. 

(d) ADDITIONAL FUNDING FOR CONTRACT WITH 
THE NATIONAL CENTER FOR BENEFITS AND OUT-
REACH ENROLLMENT.—Subsection (d)(2) of such 
section 119, as so amended, is amended— 

(1) in clause (ix), by striking ‘‘and’’ at the 
end; 

(2) in clause (x), by striking the period at the 
end and inserting ‘‘; and’’; and 

(3) by inserting after clause (x) the following 
new clause: 

‘‘(xi) for the period beginning on November 22, 
2019, and ending on December 20, 2019, of 
$953,000.’’. 
SEC. 1403. EXTENSION OF TERMINATION DATE OF 

PATIENT-CENTERED OUTCOMES RE-
SEARCH TRUST FUND. 

Section 9511(f) of the Internal Revenue Code 
of 1986 is amended by striking ‘‘November 21’’ 
and inserting ‘‘December 20’’. 

TITLE V—HUMAN SERVICES EXTENDERS 
SEC. 1501. EXTENSION OF DEMONSTRATION 

PROJECTS TO ADDRESS HEALTH 
PROFESSIONS WORKFORCE NEEDS. 

Activities authorized by section 2008 of the So-
cial Security Act shall continue through Decem-
ber 20, 2019, in the manner authorized for fiscal 
year 2019, and out of any money in the Treas-
ury of the United States not otherwise appro-
priated, there are hereby appropriated such 
sums as may be necessary for such purpose. 
Grants and payments may be made pursuant to 
this authority through the date so specified at 
the pro rata portion of the total amount author-
ized for such activities in fiscal year 2019. 
SEC. 1502. EXTENSION OF THE TEMPORARY AS-

SISTANCE FOR NEEDY FAMILIES 
PROGRAM AND RELATED PROGRAMS. 

Activities authorized by part A of title IV and 
section 1108(b) of the Social Security Act shall 
continue through December 20, 2019, in the man-
ner authorized for fiscal year 2019, and out of 
any money in the Treasury of the United States 
not otherwise appropriated, there are hereby ap-
propriated such sums as may be necessary for 
such purpose. 

TITLE VI—MISCELLANEOUS POLICIES 
SEC. 1601. ALASKA NATIVE REGIONAL HEALTH 

ENTITIES. 
Section 424(a) of the Consolidated Appropria-

tions Act, 2014 (Public Law 113–76), as amended 
by section 428 of the Consolidated Appropria-
tions Act, 2018 (Public Law 115–141), shall be 
applied by substituting ‘‘December 20, 2019’’ for 
‘‘October 1, 2019’’. 
SEC. 1602. MEDICAID IMPROVEMENT FUND. 

Section 1941(b) of the Social Security Act (42 
U.S.C. 1396w–1(b)) is amended in paragraph 
(3)(A) by striking ‘‘$2,387,000,000’’ and inserting 
‘‘$1,960,000,000’’. 

TITLE VII—OTHER MATTERS 
SEC. 1701. UNITED STATES VICTIMS OF STATE 

SPONSORED TERRORISM FUND 
CLARIFICATION ACT. 

(a) SHORT TITLE.—This section may be cited 
as the ‘‘United States Victims of State Spon-
sored Terrorism Fund Clarification Act’’. 

(b) TECHNICAL CORRECTIONS TO THE USVSST 
FUND.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Justice for United States 
Victims of State Sponsored Terrorism Act (34 
U.S.C. 20144) is amended— 

(A) in subsection (b)— 
(i) in paragraph (1)(B), by striking ‘‘section.’’ 

and inserting ‘‘section, except that, during the 
1-year period beginning on the date of enact-
ment of the United States Victims of State Spon-
sored Terrorism Fund Clarification Act, the Spe-
cial Master may utilize an additional 5 full-time 
equivalent Department of Justice personnel.’’; 
and 

(ii) in paragraph (2)(A), by striking ‘‘Such no-
tice is’’ and inserting the following: ‘‘Not later 
than 30 days after the date of enactment of the 
United States Victims of State Sponsored Ter-
rorism Fund Clarification Act, the Special Mas-
ter shall update, as necessary as a result of the 
enactment of such Act, such procedures and 
other guidance previously issued by the Special 
Master. Such notice and any updates to that 
notice or other guidance are’’; 

(B) in subsection (c)— 
(i) in paragraph (2)(B), by striking ‘‘January 

20, 1981’’ and all that follows through ‘‘Colum-
bia’’ and inserting ‘‘January 20, 1981’’; and 

(ii) in paragraph (3)(A)— 
(I) in clause (i)(II), by striking the period at 

the end and inserting the following: ‘‘, except 
that any United States person with an eligible 
claim described in paragraph (2)(B) who did not 
have an eligible claim before the date of enact-
ment of the United States Victims of State Spon-
sored Terrorism Fund Clarification Act shall 
have 90 days from the date of enactment of such 
Act to submit an application for payment.’’; and 

(II) in clause (ii), by striking the period at the 
end and inserting the following: ‘‘, unless the 
final judgment was awarded to a 9/11 victim, 9/ 
11 spouse, or 9/11 dependent before the date of 
enactment of the United States Victims of State 
Sponsored Terrorism Fund Clarification Act, in 
which case such United States person shall have 
90 days from the date of enactment of such Act 
to submit an application for payment.’’; 

(C) in subsection (d)— 
(i) in paragraph (3)(A), by striking clauses (i) 

and (ii) and inserting the following: 
‘‘(i) PRO RATA BASIS.—Except as provided in 

subparagraph (B) and subject to the limitations 
described in clause (ii), the Special Master shall 
carry out paragraph (1), by— 

‘‘(I) dividing all available funds in half and 
allocating 50 percent of the available funds to 
non-9/11 related victims of state sponsored ter-
rorism and the remaining 50 percent of the 
available funds to 9/11 related victims of state 
sponsored terrorism; 

‘‘(II) further dividing the funds allocated to 
non-9/11 related victims of state sponsored ter-
rorism on a pro rata basis, based on the 
amounts outstanding and unpaid on eligible 
claims, until such amounts have been paid in 
full or the Fund is closed; and 

‘‘(III) further dividing the funds allocated to 
9/11 related victims of state sponsored terrorism 
on a pro rata basis, based on the amounts out-
standing and unpaid on eligible claims, until 
such amounts have been paid in full or the 
Fund is closed. 

‘‘(ii) LIMITATIONS.—The limitations described 
in this clause are as follows: 

‘‘(I) In the event that a United States person 
has an eligible claim that exceeds $20,000,000, 
the Special Master shall treat that claim as if it 
were for $20,000,000 for purposes of this section. 

‘‘(II) In the event that a non-9/11 related vic-
tim of state sponsored terrorism and the imme-
diate family members of such person have claims 
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that if aggregated would exceed $35,000,000, the 
Special Master shall, for purposes of this sec-
tion, reduce such claims on a pro rata basis 
such that in the aggregate such claims do not 
exceed $35,000,000. 

‘‘(III) In the event that a 9/11 victim, 9/11 
spouse, or 9/11 dependent and the immediate 
family members of such person (who are also 9/ 
11 victims, 9/11 spouses, or 9/11 dependents) have 
claims that if aggregated would exceed 
$35,000,000, the Special Master shall, for pur-
poses of this section, reduce such claims on a 
pro rata basis such that in the aggregate such 
claims do not exceed $35,000,000. 

‘‘(IV) In the event that a 9/11 family member 
and the family members of such person (who are 
also 9/11 family members) have claims that if ag-
gregated would exceed $20,000,000, the Special 
Master shall, for purposes of this section, reduce 
such claims on a pro rata basis such that in the 
aggregate such claims do not exceed 
$20,000,000.’’; and 

(ii) in paragraph (4)— 
(I) by striking ‘‘On’’ and inserting the fol-

lowing: 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in sub-

paragraph (B), on’’; and 
(II) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(B) THIRD ROUND PAYMENTS.—The Special 

Master shall authorize third-round payments to 
satisfy eligible claims under this section not ear-
lier than 90 days, and not later than 180 days, 
after the date of enactment of the United States 
Victims of State Sponsored Terrorism Fund 
Clarification Act. The Special Master shall ac-
cept applications from eligible applicants (con-
sistent with the deadlines for application sub-
mission prescribed in subsection (c)(3)) until the 
date that is 90 days after the date of enactment 
of the United States Victims of State Sponsored 
Terrorism Fund Clarification Act.’’; 

(D) in subsection (e)— 
(i) in paragraph (2)(A)(ii)— 
(I) by striking ‘‘One-half’’ and inserting ‘‘Sev-

enty-five percent’’; and 
(II) by striking ‘‘one-half’’ and inserting ‘‘sev-

enty-five percent’’; and 
(ii) in paragraph (6), by striking ‘‘2026’’ each 

place the term appears and inserting ‘‘2030’’; 
(E) in subsection (f)(1)— 
(i) by inserting ‘‘representing a non-9/11 re-

lated victim of state sponsored terrorism’’ after 
‘‘No attorney’’; and 

(ii) by adding at the end the following: ‘‘After 
the date of enactment of the United States Vic-
tims of State Sponsored Terrorism Fund Clari-
fication Act, no attorney representing a 9/11 re-
lated victim of state sponsored terrorism shall 
charge, receive, or collect, and the Special Mas-
ter shall not approve, any payment of fees and 
costs that in the aggregate exceeds 15 percent of 
any payment made under this section after the 
date of enactment of such Act.’’; and 

(F) in subsection (j)— 
(i) in paragraph (6), by striking ‘‘(including 

payments from the September 11th Victim Com-
pensation Fund (49 U.S.C. 40101 note))’’; and 

(ii) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(9) NON-9/11 RELATED VICTIM OF STATE SPON-

SORED TERRORISM.—The term ‘non-9/11 victim of 
state sponsored terrorism’ means a United States 
person who has an eligible claim under sub-
section (c) that is unrelated to the acts of inter-
national terrorism carried out on September 11, 
2001. 

‘‘(10) 9/11 RELATED VICTIM OF STATE SPON-
SORED TERRORISM.—The term ‘9/11 related victim 
of state sponsored terrorism’ means a 9/11 victim, 
9/11 spouse, 9/11 dependent, or 9/11 family mem-
ber. 

‘‘(11) 9/11 DEPENDENT.—The term ‘9/11 depend-
ent’ means a United States person who has an 
eligible claim under subsection (c) who at the 
time of a 9/11 victim’s death was— 

‘‘(A) a dependent, as defined in section 104.3 
of title 28, Code of Federal Regulations, or any 
successor thereto, of the 9/11 victim; or 

‘‘(B) the child of the 9/11 victim who has not, 
before the date of enactment of the United 

States Victims of State Sponsored Terrorism 
Fund Clarification Act, received payment from 
the Fund. 

‘‘(12) 9/11 FAMILY MEMBER.—The term ‘9/11 
family member’ means the immediate family 
member of an individual described in section 
405(c) of the Air Transportation Safety and Sys-
tem Stabilization Act (49 U.S.C. 40101 note) who 
is not a 9/11 dependent or a 9/11 spouse. 

‘‘(13) 9/11 SPOUSE.—The term ‘9/11 spouse’ 
means a United States person who has an eligi-
ble claim under subsection (c) who is a spouse, 
as defined in section 104.3 of title 28, Code of 
Federal Regulations, or any successor thereto, 
of an individual described in section 405(c) of 
the Air Transportation Safety and System Sta-
bilization Act (49 U.S.C. 40101 note). 

‘‘(14) 9/11 VICTIM.—The term ‘9/11 victim’ 
means a United States person who has an eligi-
ble claim under subsection (c) who is an indi-
vidual described in section 405(c)(2) of the Air 
Transportation Safety and System Stabilization 
Act (49 U.S.C. 40101 note).’’. 

(c) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—A determination 
by the Special Master before the date of enact-
ment of the United States Victims of State Spon-
sored Terrorism Fund Clarification Act that an 
award or award determination under section 405 
of the Air Transportation Safety and Stabiliza-
tion Act (49 U.S.C. 40101 note) was controlling 
for purposes of the Fund (pursuant to sub-
section (d)(3)(A)(ii)(III) of the Justice for United 
States Victims of State Sponsored Terrorism Act 
(34 U.S.C. 20144(d)(3)(A)(ii)(III)), as such sec-
tion was in effect on the day before the date of 
enactment of this Act) shall not prejudice a 
claim of a 9/11 victim, 9/11 spouse, or 9/11 de-
pendent. 

(d) APPLICABILITY.—This section and the 
amendments made by this section shall take ef-
fect on the date of enactment of this Act. 
SEC. 1702. REPEAL OF RESCISSION. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 1438 of the FAST 
Act (Public Law 114–94; 129 Stat. 1432) is re-
pealed. 

(b) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The table of con-
tents in section 1(b) of the FAST Act (Public 
Law 114–94; 129 Stat. 1312) is amended by strik-
ing the item relating to section 1438. 
SEC. 1703. SUNSETS. 

(a) Section 102(b)(1) of the USA PATRIOT Im-
provement and Reauthorization Act of 2005 (50 
U.S.C. 1805 note) is amended by striking ‘‘De-
cember 15, 2019’’ and inserting ‘‘March 15, 
2020’’. 

(a) Section 6001(b)(1) of the Intelligence Re-
form and Terrorism Prevention Act of 2004 (50 
U.S.C. 1801 note) is amended by striking ‘‘De-
cember 15, 2019’’ and inserting ‘‘March 15, 
2020’’. 

TITLE VIII—BUDGETARY EFFECTS 
SEC. 1801. BUDGETARY EFFECTS. 

(a) STATUTORY PAYGO SCORECARDS.—The 
budgetary effects of this division shall not be 
entered on either PAYGO scorecard maintained 
pursuant to section 4(d) of the Statutory Pay- 
As-You-Go Act of 2010. 

(b) SENATE PAYGO SCORECARDS.—The budg-
etary effects of this division shall not be entered 
on any PAYGO scorecard maintained for pur-
poses of section 4106 of H. Con. Res. 71 (115th 
Congress). 

(c) CLASSIFICATION OF BUDGETARY EFFECTS.— 
Notwithstanding Rule 3 of the Budget 
Scorekeeping Guidelines set forth in the joint 
explanatory statement of the committee of con-
ference accompanying Conference Report 105– 
217 and section 250(c)(8) of the Balanced Budget 
and Emergency Deficit Control Act of 1985, the 
budgetary effects of this division shall not be es-
timated— 

(1) for purposes of section 251 of such Act; and 
(2) for purposes of paragraph (4)(C) of section 

3 of the Statutory Pay-As-You-Go Act of 2010 as 
being included in an appropriation Act. 

(d) PAYGO ANNUAL REPORT.—For the pur-
poses of the annual report issued pursuant to 

section 5 of the Statutory Pay-As-You-Go Act of 
2010 (2 U.S.C. 934) after adjournment of the first 
session of the 116th Congress, and for deter-
mining whether a sequestration order is nec-
essary under such section, the debit for the 
budget year on the 5-year scorecard, if any, and 
the 10-year scorecard, if any, shall be deducted 
from such scorecard in 2020 and added to such 
scorecard in 2021. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to House Resolution 708, the mo-
tion shall be debatable for 1 hour 
equally divided and controlled by the 
chair and ranking minority member of 
the Committee on Appropriations. 

The gentlewoman from New York 
(Mrs. LOWEY) and the gentlewoman 
from Texas (Ms. GRANGER) each will 
control 30 minutes. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mrs. LOWEY. Mr. Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
may have 5 legislative days within 
which to revise and extend their re-
marks and include extraneous material 
on the House amendment to the Senate 
amendment to H.R. 3055. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from New York? 

There was no objection. 
Mrs. LOWEY. Mr. Speaker, I yield 

myself such time as I may consume. 
While the House did its work and 

passed 12 appropriations bills through 
committee and 10 appropriations bills 
off the floor, delays in the Senate mean 
the appropriations process is behind. 

With just days until current stopgap 
funding expires, we must pass a con-
tinuing resolution to keep the govern-
ment open and fund key priorities as 
we negotiate subcommittee allocations 
and then finalize individual appropria-
tion bills. 

This legislation avoids controversial 
policies and instead contains provi-
sions that reflect shared priorities, in-
cluding bipartisan language to fully 
fund a fair and accurate 2020 decennial 
Census, a 3.1 percent pay raise for our 
military, and language to prevent a re-
scission of $7.6 billion in highway fund-
ing. 

In addition to these provisions, the 
CR includes a package of extenders 
that will keep health programs critical 
to American families up and running. 
By extending these programs and gov-
ernment funding through December 20, 
this CR will allow additional time to 
negotiate and enact responsible long- 
term funding for priorities that make 
our country safer and stronger and give 
working families a better chance at a 
better life. 

Mr. Speaker, even as we pass this CR 
today, American families, businesses, 
and communities need the certainty of 
full-year funding. To complete the ap-
propriations process, we must first set-
tle allocations with the Senate Repub-
licans. Only by coming together in 
good faith can we enact responsible 
full-year spending bills that invest for 
the people and give every American a 
better chance at a better life. 

I urge my colleagues to join me in 
support of this legislation, and I re-
serve the balance of my time. 
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Ms. GRANGER. Mr. Speaker, I yield 

myself such time as I may consume. 
It is with a heavy heart that I rise 

today in opposition to the continuing 
resolution. As an appropriator, I don’t 
want to support anything short of full- 
year appropriations bills, especially 
when it comes to funding for our na-
tional defense. Even so, in September, I 
urged my colleagues to join me in vot-
ing for a temporary CR to avoid a gov-
ernment shutdown and give the Senate 
time to complete their work. 

At that time the budget deal had just 
been signed into law, and the Senate 
had not yet started consideration of 
full appropriations measures for fiscal 
year 2020. By voting for the last CR, I 
argued at the time that we would pro-
vide enough time for appropriators in 
the House and the Senate to complete 
work on full-year appropriations bills. 

Unfortunately, not only has that not 
happened, there still has not even been 
an agreement reached on spending lev-
els for those bills. No business in the 
world could survive on temporary fund-
ing doled out on a month-to-month 
basis. The uncertainty created by the 
habit Congress finds itself in of re-
peated CRs and the continual threat of 
a shutdown is crippling, especially for 
our military. 

Continuing resolutions limit the 
military’s ability to operate, train, and 
care for our servicemembers and their 
families and continue the critical re-
search and development that is needed 
to meet and defeat all threats. Con-
gress must not fail to meet its most 
fundamental constitutional responsi-
bility to provide appropriations. 

I call on my colleagues in both par-
ties in both Chambers of Congress to 
immediately come together, put poli-
tics aside, and work together to reach 
an agreement for a full-year appropria-
tions measure that the President can 
sign. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mrs. LOWEY. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
the balance of my time to the gentle-
woman from Ohio (Ms. KAPTUR) and I 
ask unanimous consent that she be al-
lowed to control that time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
MORELLE). Is there objection to the re-
quest of the gentlewoman from New 
York? 

There was no objection. 
Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, I yield 1 

minute to the gentleman from Mary-
land (Mr. HOYER), our majority leader. 

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, I thank 
the gentlewoman for yielding. 

I want to thank Mrs. LOWEY and Ms. 
GRANGER for their leadership on this 
committee. I want them to know that 
I appreciate their commitment to 
doing the appropriations process the 
way we are supposed to do it. 

But this day is a recognition of fail-
ure, a failure to do our work as those 
who adopted the Budget Committee re-
port in 1974, as those of us who have 
served on the Appropriations Com-
mittee since 1983, 23 years active on the 

Appropriations Committee, but still on 
it but under a waiver. 

This is an admission of failure. It is 
a recognition of failure. It is a recogni-
tion that the Senate did not do its job. 
It is a recognition that the White 
House would not cooperate in getting 
to 302(b) allocations. 

I talked to Senator MCCONNELL in 
January of this year. Leader MCCON-
NELL and I agreed that we wanted to 
get the appropriations work done in a 
fashion that it was intended to be done, 
considering discretely and individually 
appropriation bills, considering them 
on the floor. 

Now, frankly, we did not do that. We 
did not do it for time’s sake, so that we 
could do things in a timely fashion. 
And we considered three omnibus bills, 
minibuses as we called them, and we 
sent them to the Senate prior to June 
26 of this year, which gave the Senate 
more time. They had all the time they 
needed. And because the White House, 
and, in particular, the acting chief of 
staff, Mr. Mulvaney—who has been one 
of the most negative people I have 
dealt with in terms of fiscal responsi-
bility and doing the work of the House 
on time, and the person who would say 
‘‘amen’’ would be John Boehner. Paul 
Ryan would be not too far behind. 

But Mr. Mulvaney wanted to go to 
sequester. That was his original play. 
And when that didn’t fly some months 
into the sequester gambit, he went to a 
CR for the whole year. 

b 1415 

But then he found the Pentagon 
rightfully was very concerned about 
that proposal that would damage our 
national security, so he continued to 
delay. I don’t know whether the Presi-
dent was involved in it or not, frankly. 
So we did not get to a 302(a) allocation. 

For those, Mr. Speaker, watching all 
this jargon that we are using, that 
means how much discretionary money 
we are going to spend in total. By the 
way, our citizens, Mr. Speaker, ought 
to know that it is only about one-third, 
maybe a little less, that is discre-
tionary. The other is Social Security, 
Medicare, Medicaid, things of that na-
ture. 

We needed to come to an agreement 
on how much we were going to spend. 
After all, we understand the President 
has to sign the bills. But it was not the 
committees that made that agreement. 
It was not the Budget Committee that 
was involved in that agreement. It was 
Speaker PELOSI and Secretary Mnuchin 
meeting together. The Senate wasn’t 
really involved. 

We got to a number, and that was 
good, in July, which meant that the 
Senate had another 2 months to pass 
its bills, to come to an agreement. 

They didn’t have to take our 302(b), 
and they weren’t going to take it. They 
would have taken it within the con-
straints of the Mnuchin-Pelosi agree-
ment or, more properly, the Pelosi- 
Mnuchin agreement. But they still did 
not enact a single appropriations bill. 

Now, the floor is not filled. The gal-
leries are not filled, Mr. Speaker. This 
is sort of inside baseball. But, very 
frankly, there are only 12 bills that 
need to pass. All the other bills can be 
put off. It will have adverse effects, but 
it will not shut down the people’s gov-
ernment. But if we don’t pass these 12 
bills, it shuts down the people’s govern-
ment. 

For the first time in the history of 
the Congress, this Congress took over 
with a government partially shut 
down. 

I am going to vote for this CR, but I 
do not delude myself that this is a suc-
cessful pursuance of the appropriations 
process. It is not. It is a failure. It is 
not our failure. We did our work on 
time. 

The Republican whip, Mr. Speaker, 
keeps telling me: Well, it was a par-
tisan exercise. 

It may well have been a partisan ex-
ercise, but 10 bills went to the United 
States Senate unattended, untouched, 
unconsidered, and so we are here. 

The alternative is shutting down gov-
ernment at midnight on December 21. 
That is not an acceptable alternative. 

I want to tell my friends, Mr. Speak-
er, and I want to say to those in this 
Chamber, that I have great respect for 
Ranking Member GRANGER, with whom 
I have worked for longer perhaps than 
either one of us want to say, but a long 
time. I have respect for her commit-
ment to the appropriations process, her 
commitment to regular order, and her 
commitment to doing our work in the 
fashion that the American people can 
have confidence. 

Mr. Speaker, I have confidence in 
Mrs. LOWEY, the chair of the com-
mittee. I know that they are working 
together and have the same objective. 
That does not mean they agree on 
every dollar, as to how it ought to be 
allocated, but it does mean they think 
it ought to be considered in the way 
that it should be. This is not the way it 
should be. 

This is the way it is, and I am going 
to vote for it. I urge my Members to 
vote for it. But I will say, Mr. Speaker, 
if I am upset today, if we don’t get our 
work done, and I mean done, and you 
talk about a CR on December 20, I will 
not be happy. I don’t know what that 
means, but I am going to have addi-
tional discussions with Senator 
MCCONNELL, as I have had with the 
chairman of the Appropriations Com-
mittee in the Senate and the ranking 
member, Mr. LEAHY. I have talked to 
both Mr. SHELBY and Mr. LEAHY. They 
want to get this work done. 

There is no reason on God’s green 
Earth that we cannot do the appropria-
tions bills in the way that they ought 
to be done, except we lack the will to 
compromise. We lack the will to work 
together. We lack the will to do the 
American people’s business on time, ra-
tionally, and without creating a sense 
that this institution cannot and does 
not work. 

I hope we use these days that are left 
between today and December 20 in a 
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productive, effective way so that the 
appropriations process can be con-
cluded on December 20 or before. 

This probably is going to have no 
constructive effect this day, but I hope 
in the days to come that we will all 
have such a sense of urgency that we 
owe it to the country, to our people, 
and to this institution to show the 
American people we can make it work. 
Let’s do it. 

Ms. GRANGER. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
3 minutes to the gentleman from Ar-
kansas (Mr. WOMACK). 

Mr. WOMACK. Mr. Speaker, I appre-
ciate the gentlewoman from Texas (Ms. 
GRANGER) for yielding and for her lead-
ership. 

I, too, am concerned about the direc-
tion we are heading in this continuing 
resolution, but I have another reason, 
Mr. Speaker. This CR includes a provi-
sion that has a significant budgetary 
impact. I am frustrated that the 
amendment I filed with the Rules Com-
mittee last night was not made in 
order to address it. 

My amendment would have offset $76 
billion in mandatory spending in-
creases from repealing a rescission of 
funds in the 2015 Fixing America’s Sur-
face Transportation Act, or FAST Act, 
a transportation bill. 

This provision, Mr. Speaker, would 
have a significant impact on manda-
tory spending, which everybody in this 
Chamber knows is driving the Nation’s 
deficits and debt. 

Let me be clear: The amendment 
would have allowed for the highway 
funding to take place but simply called 
for it to be paid for. 

Now, I don’t think that is asking too 
much, to ask for increases in spending, 
given the fact that we will have a tril-
lion-dollar deficit this year on top of 
the $23 trillion debt, to just simply pay 
for the excesses. 

The House should have had an oppor-
tunity to consider whether to offset 
the funding in a fiscally responsible 
manner, in my opinion. I find it trou-
bling that we were not given that op-
portunity. That is one thing. 

The manner in which the CR was as-
sembled doesn’t provide a great deal of 
hope that we will enact a full-year de-
fense spending bill, which the military 
so desperately needs right now. I share 
the concerns of the distinguished ma-
jority leader. 

Mr. Speaker, I am not optimistic 
that we will conclude all of these other 
funding bills before the expiration of 
the next CR. The difference is going to 
be that it is going to be the 20th of De-
cember. It is going to be right before 
Christmas, and we will do whatever we 
can to get out of town to go celebrate 
the holidays. 

The majority leader says if that hap-
pens, he will be mad. My recommenda-
tion to him is to prepare to be mad. I 
know how this place works. 

Mr. Speaker, is it not apparent to the 
discerning people of America and spe-
cifically to the people in this Chamber 
that this is a flawed and broken proc-
ess and that we need to fix it? 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
time of the gentleman has expired. 

Ms. GRANGER. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
an additional 2 minutes to the gen-
tleman from Arkansas. 

Mr. WOMACK. Mr. Speaker, we need 
to fix it. 

I spent last year with the distin-
guished chair of the Appropriations 
Committee, Mrs. LOWEY, as co-chairs of 
the Joint Select Committee on Budget 
and Appropriations Process Reform. 
We got really close on some good ideas 
that would fundamentally change the 
way we do our Article I responsibility, 
but we left all that at the altar. 

What more evidence do we need to 
show that this process is flawed, that it 
is broken and needs to be fixed? 

I am frustrated. The American people 
are frustrated. 

Nobody paying attention to this 
process conducts their business or their 
personal finances the way this body 
does, the legislative body of the most 
incredible country ever known to hu-
mankind. 

Yet the question today is: Will we 
just kick the can down the road to 
right before Christmas in hopes that 
this Congress is going to have some 
epiphany that we have to do the work 
that we have been trying to do for the 
last 7 weeks? We are 7 weeks into the 
fiscal year. 

Mr. Speaker, I had breakfast this 
morning with the Secretary of the 
Army, and here is what he said: Even-
tually, we will give you the money, our 
men and women in uniform. The prob-
lem is that we can’t give you the time 
back. 

That time is running through the 
clock, so I am frustrated. 

I am prepared to vote ‘‘no,’’ and I am 
prepared to continue to work as long as 
it takes to make sure that we do our 
work on time and not kick the can 
down the road. 

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of this 
continuing resolution. 

I listened carefully to what the gen-
tleman said just prior to my taking the 
floor, and I wish that the other body 
had done its work. We did ours. I am 
pretty proud of our Members. 

This bill ensures that the Federal 
Government and its lights stay on, 
that we pay our bills on time, and that 
the people’s business continues while 
negotiations on a full year’s spending 
deal proceed. 

While we are hopeful an agreement 
can quickly be reached, I am really dis-
appointed that the Senate continues to 
delay while so much is at stake. I real-
ly don’t understand the problem over 
there. 

For each day that we delay in pass-
ing a full-year appropriations bill, we 
send a message of uncertainty that has 
consequences for the business of the 
American people. Be glad you are not a 
contracting officer in one of the agen-
cies, certainly the Department of De-
fense, at this point. 

For our subcommittee, my bill, the 
Energy and Water Development, and 
Related Agencies appropriations bill, 
proposes key investments to the Army 
Corps of Engineers, in our Nation’s 
crumbling water infrastructure, and in 
the energy innovation pipeline that is 
so essential to sustaining life on Earth. 
The United States must remain at the 
forefront of energy innovation to ad-
dress climate change, so vital to people 
across the globe. 

This bill essentially offers a pathway, 
and that is all it is, for our committees 
to negotiate on a final bill that makes 
these key investments and many oth-
ers across committees. 

In addition to giving Congress the 
space to finalize our bills, this con-
tinuing resolution makes key invest-
ments in the Census, and they make 
those investments as soon as the bill 
passes. 

We must ensure a complete census 
count. In fact, the country can’t wait 
even 1 month to invest in this ramp-up 
effort. Ads are out all across the coun-
try. The Census Bureau has to do its 
job. 

b 1430 
And the Census will support reappor-

tionment and will impact everything 
the Federal Government does, from 
grant programs to redistricting. 

I urge my colleagues to support this 
legislation so the committees can 
move toward full agreement. I urge 
prayerful thoughts for our colleagues 
over in the other body to do their work 
so that we don’t have to use up the full 
time before December 20 and we can ac-
tually pass the bills that are necessary 
before that time. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Ms. GRANGER. Mr. Speaker, I re-
serve the balance of my time. 

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, I yield 2 
minutes to the gentlewoman from 
Florida (Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ) of 
the Military Construction, Veterans 
Affairs, and Related Agencies Sub-
committee of the Appropriations Com-
mittee, who does such a fine job. 

Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. Mr. 
Speaker, I thank the distinguished 
woman for yielding. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise in reluctant sup-
port of this continuing resolution, 
which would keep the government open 
until December 20, 2019. 

As has been stated, but can’t be stat-
ed enough, the House has done its job. 
We passed our appropriations bills ear-
lier this summer. Unfortunately, the 
Senate failed to act in time, and now 
we are kicking the can down the road 
yet again with a second CR. 

A CR is destructive for our Federal 
agencies, but we need to keep the gov-
ernment open, obviously. Fortunately, 
this CR has a few provisions that make 
this bitter medicine more palatable. 

It once again includes critical health 
extenders for Medicare and Medicaid 
programs and for other benefit pro-
grams like Temporary Assistance for 
Needy Families. 
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Notably, the bill also restores nec-

essary funding for the Census Bureau 
as it gears up for the 2020 Census, and 
it includes a 3.1 percent pay raise for 
our troops. As chairwoman of the Ap-
propriations Military Construction, 
Veterans Affairs, and Related Agencies 
Subcommittee, I happily support this 
necessary pay raise for our service-
members. 

But let me make this clear: We can-
not responsibly govern by an endless 
series of destructive continuing resolu-
tions. These Band-Aids keep the lights 
on but serve as de facto spending cuts 
for our Federal agencies, and they 
handcuff short and longer term budget 
and project planning. 

Instead of locking ourselves into a 
series of CRs, it is imperative that the 
Senate work with us in good faith to 
come to agreement on top-line funding 
numbers, and do so without taking all 
their marching orders from the White 
House. 

Passing CRs also abdicates our con-
gressional power of the purse. The Ap-
propriations Committee put a lot of 
work and countless beneficial provi-
sions into our bills. We must not toss 
all of that thoughtful work aside. 

Mr. Speaker, I support passage of 
this CR. Our businesses, families, and 
local communities deserve and need 
that budget certainty. 

But I urge Congress to work out 
amongst ourselves a concrete path for-
ward to fulfill our appropriations re-
sponsibilities and resume orderly fund-
ing of the government. 

Ms. GRANGER. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
back the balance of my time. 

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, I urge 
my colleagues to vote for this con-
tinuing resolution, and I yield back the 
balance of my time. 

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr. Speaker, the 
Continuing Resolution before us today not 
only keeps our government open and oper-
ating until December 20, 2019—as we finalize 
the 2020 budget—but it also extends authori-
ties for critical services such as the National 
Flood Insurance Program, Community Health 
Centers, and the National Health Service 
Corps. 

Of particular significance to thousands of 9/ 
11 survivors—and a giant step forward for jus-
tice—the CR also reforms the US Victims of 
State Sponsored Terrorism (USVSST) Fund to 
ensure that immediate family members—the 
spouses and children of the victims of 9/11— 
are, for the first time, given rightful access to 
the judgements they have won in court against 
the perpetrators of the attack on our Nation. 

The USVSST was established by Congress 
in December 2015 to compensate victims of 
international state-sponsored terrorism. It is 
funded entirely by criminal and civil penalties 
collected by the US government from foreign 
entities that violate U.S. sanctions—primarily 
related to Iran. In addition to compensating 
Americans who were held hostage during the 
Iranian Hostage Crisis of 1979–1981, the 2015 
legislation also sought to award any persons 
who have won legal judgments in a U.S. fed-
eral district court against a state sponsor of 
terrorism arising from acts of international ter-
rorism. 

Is there any more deserving group of vic-
tims of state sponsored acts of terrorism than 
those who lost their parents or spouses on 
September 11, 2001? I don’t think so. 

Yet, remarkably through a misinterpretation 
of the 2015 law by the fund’s Special Master, 
the immediate family members—i.e. the de-
pendents—were barred from participating— 
that’s unfair, unjust and unconscionable. 

In 2017 and 2019, the fund granted awards 
to the Iranian hostages, their relatives, victims 
of U.S. embassy bombings and the Marine 
barracks in Lebanon—and to more distant rel-
atives of those who were killed on 9/11. But 
the spouses and children of 9/11 victims were 
denied, barred and shown the door. 

With the deadline for the 2020 round of 
awards approaching, this past September I 
hosted a town meeting in Wall Township, New 
Jersey. Widely attended by spouses and chil-
dren from across the entire tri-state area, the 
meeting exposed anew the struggles these 
survivors continue to face, the sacrifices they 
have endured, the efforts they have made to 
hold state sponsors of terrorism accountable 
for the deaths of their loved ones, and the 
madness in the decision to bar them from the 
USVSST. 

The technical correction in the CR reflects a 
bipartisan agreement, an equitable fix to the 
USVSST that permits 9/11 spouses and chil-
dren to pursue their judgements in the fund 
while continuing the participation of other vic-
tims as well. 

None of this would have been possible if not 
for the leadership and commitment of the vic-
tim’s spouses and children, people who con-
tinue to seek justice after the murders of their 
loved ones. Many stepped forward, and those 
known as the Jersey Girls—Kristen 
Breitweiser, Mindy Kleinberg, Lorie Van 
Auken, and Kathy Maher—have been tireless, 
factual and well-informed in advocating for the 
needed reforms. 

Kathy Wisneiwski, a surviving widow, former 
school vice principal, and member of my staff, 
has been relentless especially in working on 
behalf of the surviving children. And Angela 
Mistrulli was tenacious in working with leaders 
outside the tri-state area to help bring about 
this needed reform. 

With absolute clarity, Congress has now in-
structed the Justice Department to specifically 
honor the judgements of these immediate 9/11 
family members. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. All time 
for debate has expired. 

Pursuant to House Resolution 708, 
the previous question is ordered. 

The question is on the motion by the 
gentlewoman from New York (Mrs. 
LOWEY). 

The question was taken; and the 
Speaker pro tempore announced that 
the ayes appeared to have it. 

Ms. GRANGER. Mr. Speaker, on that 
I demand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 9 of rule XX, this 15- 
minute vote on the motion to concur 
will be followed by a 5-minute vote on 
agreeing to the Speaker’s approval of 
the Journal, if ordered. 

The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there were—yeas 231, nays 
192, not voting 7, as follows: 

[Roll No. 631] 

YEAS—231 

Adams 
Aguilar 
Allred 
Armstrong 
Axne 
Barragán 
Bass 
Beatty 
Bera 
Beyer 
Bishop (GA) 
Blunt Rochester 
Bonamici 
Boyle, Brendan 

F. 
Brindisi 
Brown (MD) 
Brownley (CA) 
Bustos 
Butterfield 
Carbajal 
Cárdenas 
Carson (IN) 
Cartwright 
Case 
Casten (IL) 
Castor (FL) 
Castro (TX) 
Chu, Judy 
Cicilline 
Cisneros 
Clark (MA) 
Clay 
Cleaver 
Clyburn 
Cohen 
Cole 
Connolly 
Cooper 
Correa 
Costa 
Courtney 
Cox (CA) 
Craig 
Crist 
Crow 
Cuellar 
Cunningham 
Davids (KS) 
Davis (CA) 
Davis, Danny K. 
Davis, Rodney 
Dean 
DeLauro 
DelBene 
Delgado 
Demings 
DeSaulnier 
Deutch 
Dingell 
Doggett 
Doyle, Michael 

F. 
Engel 
Escobar 
Eshoo 
Espaillat 
Evans 
Finkenauer 
Fitzpatrick 
Fletcher 
Foster 
Frankel 
Fudge 
Gallego 
Garamendi 
Garcı́a (IL) 
Garcia (TX) 
Golden 

Gomez 
Gonzalez (TX) 
Gottheimer 
Green, Al (TX) 
Grijalva 
Haaland 
Harder (CA) 
Hastings 
Hayes 
Heck 
Herrera Beutler 
Higgins (NY) 
Himes 
Horn, Kendra S. 
Horsford 
Houlahan 
Hoyer 
Huffman 
Hurd (TX) 
Jackson Lee 
Jayapal 
Jeffries 
Johnson (GA) 
Johnson (TX) 
Kaptur 
Katko 
Keating 
Kelly (IL) 
Kennedy 
Khanna 
Kildee 
Kilmer 
Kim 
Kind 
Kirkpatrick 
Krishnamoorthi 
Kuster (NH) 
Lamb 
Langevin 
Larsen (WA) 
Larson (CT) 
Lawrence 
Lawson (FL) 
Lee (CA) 
Lee (NV) 
Levin (CA) 
Levin (MI) 
Lewis 
Lieu, Ted 
Lipinski 
Loebsack 
Lofgren 
Lowenthal 
Lowey 
Luján 
Luria 
Lynch 
Malinowski 
Maloney, 

Carolyn B. 
Maloney, Sean 
Matsui 
McAdams 
McBath 
McCaul 
McCollum 
McEachin 
McGovern 
McNerney 
Meeks 
Moore 
Morelle 
Moulton 
Mucarsel-Powell 
Murphy (FL) 
Nadler 
Napolitano 
Neal 
Neguse 

Norcross 
O’Halleran 
Pallone 
Panetta 
Pappas 
Pascrell 
Payne 
Perlmutter 
Peters 
Peterson 
Phillips 
Pingree 
Pocan 
Porter 
Price (NC) 
Quigley 
Raskin 
Rice (NY) 
Richmond 
Rose (NY) 
Rouda 
Roybal-Allard 
Ruiz 
Ruppersberger 
Rush 
Ryan 
Sánchez 
Sarbanes 
Scanlon 
Schakowsky 
Schiff 
Schneider 
Schrader 
Schrier 
Scott (VA) 
Scott, David 
Sewell (AL) 
Shalala 
Sherman 
Sherrill 
Simpson 
Sires 
Slotkin 
Smith (NJ) 
Smith (WA) 
Soto 
Spanberger 
Speier 
Stanton 
Stefanik 
Stevens 
Suozzi 
Swalwell (CA) 
Takano 
Thompson (CA) 
Thompson (MS) 
Titus 
Tonko 
Torres (CA) 
Torres Small 

(NM) 
Trahan 
Trone 
Underwood 
Van Drew 
Veasey 
Velázquez 
Visclosky 
Wasserman 

Schultz 
Waters 
Watson Coleman 
Welch 
Wexton 
Wild 
Wilson (FL) 
Yarmuth 
Young 

NAYS—192 

Abraham 
Aderholt 
Allen 
Amash 
Amodei 
Arrington 
Babin 
Bacon 
Baird 
Balderson 
Banks 
Barr 
Bergman 
Biggs 
Bishop (NC) 

Bishop (UT) 
Blumenauer 
Bost 
Brady 
Brooks (AL) 
Brooks (IN) 
Buchanan 
Buck 
Bucshon 
Budd 
Burchett 
Burgess 
Byrne 
Calvert 
Carter (GA) 

Carter (TX) 
Chabot 
Cheney 
Clarke (NY) 
Cline 
Cloud 
Collins (GA) 
Comer 
Conaway 
Cook 
Crawford 
Crenshaw 
Curtis 
Davidson (OH) 
DeFazio 
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DesJarlais 
Diaz-Balart 
Duncan 
Dunn 
Emmer 
Estes 
Ferguson 
Fleischmann 
Flores 
Fortenberry 
Foxx (NC) 
Fulcher 
Gaetz 
Gallagher 
Gianforte 
Gibbs 
Gonzalez (OH) 
Gooden 
Gosar 
Granger 
Graves (GA) 
Graves (LA) 
Graves (MO) 
Green (TN) 
Griffith 
Grothman 
Guest 
Guthrie 
Hagedorn 
Harris 
Hartzler 
Hern, Kevin 
Hice (GA) 
Higgins (LA) 
Hill (AR) 
Holding 
Hollingsworth 
Hudson 
Huizenga 
Hunter 
Johnson (LA) 
Johnson (OH) 
Johnson (SD) 
Jordan 
Joyce (OH) 
Joyce (PA) 
Keller 
Kelly (MS) 
Kelly (PA) 

King (IA) 
King (NY) 
Kinzinger 
Kustoff (TN) 
LaHood 
LaMalfa 
Lamborn 
Latta 
Lesko 
Long 
Loudermilk 
Lucas 
Luetkemeyer 
Marchant 
Marshall 
Massie 
Mast 
McCarthy 
McClintock 
McHenry 
McKinley 
Meadows 
Meng 
Meuser 
Miller 
Mitchell 
Moolenaar 
Mooney (WV) 
Mullin 
Murphy (NC) 
Newhouse 
Norman 
Nunes 
Ocasio-Cortez 
Olson 
Omar 
Palazzo 
Palmer 
Pence 
Perry 
Posey 
Pressley 
Reed 
Reschenthaler 
Rice (SC) 
Riggleman 
Roby 
Rodgers (WA) 
Roe, David P. 

Rogers (AL) 
Rogers (KY) 
Rooney (FL) 
Rose, John W. 
Rouzer 
Roy 
Rutherford 
Scalise 
Schweikert 
Scott, Austin 
Sensenbrenner 
Shimkus 
Smith (MO) 
Smith (NE) 
Smucker 
Spano 
Stauber 
Steil 
Steube 
Stewart 
Stivers 
Taylor 
Thompson (PA) 
Thornberry 
Tipton 
Tlaib 
Turner 
Upton 
Vargas 
Vela 
Wagner 
Walberg 
Walden 
Walker 
Walorski 
Waltz 
Watkins 
Weber (TX) 
Webster (FL) 
Wenstrup 
Westerman 
Williams 
Wilson (SC) 
Wittman 
Womack 
Woodall 
Wright 
Yoho 
Zeldin 

NOT VOTING—7 

Bilirakis 
DeGette 
Gabbard 

Gohmert 
Ratcliffe 
Serrano 

Timmons 

b 1515 
Mr. BOST and Ms. CLARKE of New 

York changed their vote from ‘‘yea’’ to 
‘‘nay.’’ 

Messrs. VEASEY and HORSFORD 
changed their vote from ‘‘nay’’ to 
‘‘yea.’’ 

So the motion to concur was agreed 
to. 

The result of the vote was announced 
as above recorded. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

THE JOURNAL 
The SPEAKER pro tempore (Ms. 

SCHRIER). Pursuant to clause 8 of rule 
XX, the unfinished business is the 
question on agreeing to the Speaker’s 
approval of the Journal, which the 
Chair will put de novo. 

The question is on the Speaker’s ap-
proval of the Journal. 

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved. 

f 

DIRECTING THE CLERK OF THE 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
TO MAKE A CORRECTION IN THE 
ENROLLMENT OF H.R. 3055 
Mrs. LOWEY. Madam Speaker, I send 

to the desk a concurrent resolution and 
ask unanimous consent for its imme-
diate consideration in the House. 

The Clerk read the title of the con-
current resolution. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from New York? 

There was no objection. 
The text of the concurrent resolution 

is as follows: 
H. CON. RES. 75 

Resolved by the House of Representatives (the 
Senate concurring), That, in the enrollment of 
the bill H.R. 3055, the Clerk of the House of 
Representatives shall make the following 
corrections: 

(1) Amend the long title so as to read: 
‘‘Making further continuing appropriations 
for fiscal year 2020, and for other purposes.’’. 

(2) Redesignate the second subsection (a) of 
section 1703 as subsection (b): 

The concurrent resolution was agreed 
to. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

ELECTING MEMBERS TO CERTAIN 
STANDING COMMITTEES OF THE 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
AND RANKING MEMBERS ON 
CERTAIN STANDING COMMIT-
TEES OF THE HOUSE OF REP-
RESENTATIVES 

Mr. JEFFRIES. Madam Speaker, by 
direction of the Democratic Caucus, I 
offer a privileged resolution and ask 
for its immediate consideration. 

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows: 

H. RES. 712 

Resolved, That the following named Mem-
bers be, and are hereby, elected to the fol-
lowing standing committees of the House of 
Representatives: 

COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES: Mr. Brin-
disi. 

COMMITTEE ON TRANSPORTATION AND INFRA-
STRUCTURE: Mr. Lamb. 

Resolved, That the following named Mem-
bers be, and are hereby, ranked as follows on 
the following standing committees of the 
House of Representatives: 

COMMITTEE ON SCIENCE, SPACE, AND TECH-
NOLOGY: Mr. Lamb (to rank immediately 
after Ms. Wexton). 

COMMITTEE ON VETERANS AFFAIRS: Mr. 
Brindisi (to rank immediately after Ms. 
Underwood). 

Mr. JEFFRIES (during the reading). 
Madam Speaker, I ask unanimous con-
sent that the resolution be considered 
as read and printed in the RECORD. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from New York? 

There was no objection. 
The resolution was agreed to. 
A motion to reconsider was laid on 

the table. 

f 

REMOVAL OF NAME OF MEMBER 
AS COSPONSOR OF H.R. 737 

Mr. RIGGLEMAN. Madam Speaker, I 
ask unanimous consent to be removed 
as a cosponsor of H.R. 737. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Virginia? 

There was no objection. 

RECOGNIZING ALZHEIMER’S 
AWARENESS MONTH 

(Mr. PAYNE asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. PAYNE. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize November as Alz-
heimer’s Awareness Month. 

Alzheimer’s disease causes brain cells 
to waste away slowly and die, causing 
memory loss and, possibly, death. It is 
a condition that affects 5.5 million 
Americans and growing. 

It was believed to be a disease of old 
age, but diet, exercise, and lifestyle are 
becoming larger factors. 

It is a personal concern for me be-
cause I am a diabetic. I have a greater 
chance of contracting it as I age. 

But Alzheimer’s patients are not the 
only ones who suffer. The disease takes 
a terrible toll on loved ones as sufferers 
demand constant care. 

Madam Speaker, we need to devote 
more resources to a disease that could 
affect us all. 

f 

RECOGNIZING JOHN O. BROWN AS 
TENNESSEE SECOND DISTRICT’S 
VETERAN OF THE MONTH 
(Mr. BURCHETT asked and was given 

permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. BURCHETT. Madam Speaker, I 
rise to recognize John O. Brown as the 
Tennessee Second District’s November 
2019 Veteran of the Month. 

A Vietnam war veteran, Sergeant 
Brown served in the U.S. Army for al-
most 13 years before medically retiring 
in 1971. 

John Brown was born on January 17, 
1936, in the metropolis of Kettle Hol-
low, Tennessee. He graduated from 
Horace Maynard High School in 1951, 
joined the Army in 1958, and deployed 
to Vietnam as part of the Ninth Infan-
try Division in 1966. During his 12 
months in Vietnam, Brown rose to the 
rank of sergeant first class before re-
turning stateside. 

In 1969, Sergeant Brown received or-
ders to return to Vietnam. On June 20 
of that year, he was wounded in action 
and medically evacuated. The injury 
resulted in the amputation of one of 
his legs. 

For his bravery and service through-
out his military career, Sergeant 
Brown was awarded the Purple Heart, 
the Silver Star, the Combat Infantry 
Badge, the Bronze Star, and the Army 
Commendation Medal. 

Despite living with a service-related 
disability, Sergeant Brown enthusiasti-
cally reentered civilian life. He earned 
degrees from Tennessee State Regional 
Vocational School and the Tennessee 
Institute of Electronics. Upon his grad-
uation, he worked in sales for Sony and 
then became JVC’s director of govern-
ment overseas sales. He retired after a 
27-year career with JVC. 

I am proud to recognize John O. 
Brown as the Tennessee Second Dis-
trict’s November 2019 Veteran of the 
Month. 
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REPLACE NAFTA WITH USMCA 

(Mrs. MURPHY of Florida asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute and to revise and 
extend her remarks.) 

Mrs. MURPHY of Florida. Madam 
Speaker, I rise to express my hope and 
expectation that the Trump adminis-
tration and Congress will resolve the 
few outstanding issues so that Con-
gress can take a strong bipartisan vote 
to modernize NAFTA, our outdated 
trade agreement with Canada and Mex-
ico, and replace it with USMCA, a bet-
ter agreement that will benefit Amer-
ica’s workers, farmers, businesses, and 
families, while also fortifying our rela-
tionship with our two closest neigh-
bors. 

As a member of the Ways and Means 
Trade Subcommittee, I believe well-ne-
gotiated trade agreements can improve 
our economy and our security, but I 
also know poorly negotiated trade 
pacts can hurt America’s workers and 
make it harder to maintain broad- 
based support for the concept of freer 
and fairer trade. 

USMCA fixes flaws in some NAFTA 
chapters based on the lessons we have 
learned since NAFTA was enacted in 
1994. It also adds new chapters to re-
flect the reality that the world has un-
dergone major changes in the last 25 
years. 

I support the deliberative and pro-
ductive negotiations taking place be-
tween the administration and House 
Democrats. I think both sides are 
working in good faith with the shared 
goal of getting the best possible agree-
ment over the finish line. Each side re-
alizes inaction is not an option because 
NAFTA must be revised. 

I also support bipartisan and bi-
cameral efforts by the Florida delega-
tion to protect our farmers who grow 
seasonal produce from unfair competi-
tion. 

When it comes to USMCA, it is im-
portant we move swiftly and with a 
sense of urgency, but it is just as im-
portant that we get this right. 

f 

SUPPORT TRICARE FAIRNESS FOR 
NATIONAL GUARD AND RESERVE 
RETIREES 

(Mr. SPANO asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. SPANO. Madam Speaker, I rise 
to highlight H.R. 5169, the TRICARE 
Fairness for National Guard and Re-
serve Retirees Act that I introduced 
with Representative GABBARD earlier 
today. 

This bipartisan bill aligns the eligi-
bility age for TRICARE Standard, 
Extra, and Prime, which are the 
healthcare programs for uniformed 
servicemembers, retirees, and their 
families, with the age at which Na-
tional Guard and Reserve personnel 
begin receiving their retired pay. 

We have heavily relied upon our Na-
tional Guard and Reserve personnel for 

the past 20 years, and they have made 
major contributions to our force struc-
ture for over 200 years. 

Congress previously recognized their 
sacrifices by lowering the age that 
they can receive their retired pay 
based on their Active Duty service, but 
it is not fair that their eligibility for 
traditional TRICARE was left at age 
60. This has resulted in early retirees 
often spending the vast majority, if not 
all, of their pension on TRICARE pre-
miums until they reach 60. 

This bill will help these servicemem-
bers transition into retirement as in-
tended when Congress reduced their re-
tirement age. I urge my colleagues to 
support this important legislation. 

f 

FINALIZE USMCA 

(Ms. SPANBERGER asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
her remarks.) 

Ms. SPANBERGER. Madam Speaker, 
Canada and Mexico are two of the Com-
monwealth’s largest trading partners. 
In 2018 alone, Virginia exported $4.3 bil-
lion worth of goods to our northern and 
southern neighbors. 

Last month, in Chesterfield County, I 
sat down with local businesses, busi-
ness leaders, and members of the 
Chamber of Commerce to talk about 
how the USMCA could strengthen ex-
port opportunities and spur economic 
growth for businesses in our area. 
Cattlemen and dairies, farmers, and 
producers across my central Virginia 
district care deeply about the certainty 
and stability afforded by a trade deal. 
Amid ongoing USMCA discussions, my 
constituents want and need the long- 
term certainty of a trade deal between 
our three countries. 

I thank the congressional working 
group for its productive efforts to ar-
rive at a deal that meets the needs of 
our farmers, producers, small busi-
nesses, medium-sized businesses, and 
American workers. 

We need House negotiators and the 
administration to come to a final 
agreement. We need to get this done 
and deliver trade stability for our con-
stituents back home in my central Vir-
ginia district and across the country. 

f 

PASS USMCA WITHOUT DELAY 

(Mr. LAMALFA asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. LAMALFA. Madam Speaker, my 
colleague from Virginia, on the other 
side of the aisle, just gave my speech. 

The USMCA is a very important doc-
ument, a very important measure, that 
we need to pass without delay. Our 
trade with Mexico and Canada, our two 
most important trade partners in the 
world, needs to be secure so that we 
can start doing more business with 
them. 

It will be great for much in agri-
culture, our dairies, forestry, auto 

parts, and California wine to have the 
stability of this. It will also show the 
rest of the world that we are ready to 
do business and negotiate better deals 
with Japan, China, and others. 

Let’s get this done. Let’s not have 
the USMCA vote held up any longer or 
have it become leverage for other 
things. 

I ask Speaker PELOSI to please bring 
this to the floor because I think we can 
get many votes on both sides of the 
aisle and pass this right away. 

f 

b 1530 

LET’S GET THE USMCA DONE 

(Mr. MCADAMS asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. MCADAMS. Madam Speaker, for 
weeks we have heard that action on the 
U.S.-Mexico-Canada trade agreement is 
eminently doable. So why haven’t we 
gotten it done? 

It is time to put politics aside and to 
come together for the future of our 
countries and our people. 

NAFTA went into effect in 1994. It 
was due for modernization. By all rea-
sonable accounts, USMCA represents 
progress for farms and ranchers, for 
autoworkers, for medical device manu-
facturers, and others. 

This is a multitrillion-dollar eco-
nomic relationship between the United 
States and our two neighbors. It sup-
ports millions of American jobs. In 
Utah alone, trade with Mexico and 
Canada supports over 120,000 jobs, jobs 
that pay the rent, that provide 
healthcare, that send kids to college 
and help Utahns save for retirement. 
Over $418 million worth of agricultural 
exports are sent from Utah to our 
North American neighbors each year. 

We were elected to move forward on 
priorities that matter to people’s ev-
eryday lives. There is nothing more 
fundamental for businesses, employees, 
and communities than to have sta-
bility on the economic front. 

Today, I am saying no more foot- 
dragging; no more vague promises 
about ‘‘soon.’’ It is time to deliver on 
what we promised. Come to an agree-
ment. Bring USMCA to the House 
floor, and let’s get it done. 

f 

TRANSGENDER REMEMBRANCE 
DAY 

(Mr. CISNEROS asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. CISNEROS. Madam Speaker, I 
rise today in anticipation of 
Transgender Remembrance Day, to 
honor the memory of those who have 
been lost to anti-transgender violence. 

It is important that we recognize the 
bravery of those individuals who have 
chosen to live truthfully and openly 
and embrace their gender identity with 
the world. 
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We must raise up their names and re-

member those who have been lost to 
senseless violence and hate. We must 
shine a light on the injustice that has 
affected this community. 

I am proud to have a transgender 
woman as part of my staff. 

I would also like to recognize the 
Shah family from my district. Priya 
and Jaspret Shah are the parents of a 
brave little transgender girl. Together, 
they have advocated not only for their 
daughter, but for the entire 
transgender community. Priya has 
come to the forefront of the Human 
Rights Campaign’s national program to 
make schools safe spaces for 
transgender children. 

We must continue to stand in soli-
darity with the Shah family, their 
daughter, and the entire transgender 
community and continue to work to-
ward equality and justice for all. 

f 

SECURE OUR NATION’S ECONOMY 

(Mr. STANTON asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. STANTON. Madam Speaker, I 
rise today in support of the ongoing ef-
forts to secure our Nation’s economy. 
In Arizona, that means giving job cre-
ators, large and small, access to mar-
kets in Mexico and Canada. 

Sadly, Arizona’s recent trade history 
was shaped by State leaders who dam-
aged our relationship with Mexico with 
divisive, self-defeating rhetoric and 
policies, such as SB 1070. That hurt our 
economy and cost us jobs. 

So, as Phoenix mayor, I worked over-
time to rebuild those relationships, 
leading 18 trade missions to Mexico and 
Canada. Our business community 
helped me make the case for increasing 
trade, and we saw results. 

Since 2012, while the Nation’s exports 
grew 0.1 percent, Phoenix’s exports 
grew 20 percent. In 2017, trade with 
Mexico and Canada produced nearly $10 
billion in exports statewide. 

Simply put, trade with our North 
American allies is essential to Arizo-
na’s economy. Now we have a real op-
portunity to improve these relation-
ships through the USMCA. A new trade 
agreement, with improved labor stand-
ards, can provide certainty for small 
and medium-sized businesses. 

Trade with our North American al-
lies provides paychecks to more than 
230,000 Arizona workers, and it is Con-
gress’ duty to reassert its role in U.S. 
trade policy. 

I thank Speaker PELOSI, Chairman 
NEAL, and the working group for work-
ing so hard on getting this agreement 
done. I continue to be encouraged by 
the progress being made on USMCA. 

f 

PLEASANTVILLE NAACP 

(Mr. VAN DREW asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. VAN DREW. Madam Speaker, 
the NAACP has been at the forefront in 
the fight for equal educational, social, 
economic, and legal rights for African 
American communities. 

The Mainland-Pleasantville NAACP 
branch, led by President Olivia 
Caldwell, has continuously fought for 
those things, and they recently held 
their annual Freedom Fund Awards 
Luncheon. The luncheon honored the 
people who fought alongside the 
NAACP and their efforts for equal 
rights. 

President of Atlantic Cape Commu-
nity College, Dr. Barbara Gaba, re-
ceived the education award for fur-
thering educational fulfillment in the 
African American community. 

I would like to thank Dr. Gaba, 
President Caldwell, and the NAACP for 
their resilience in the fight for equal-
ity that not only impacts the people of 
south Jersey, but all Americans every-
where. We all have the same blood 
flowing through our veins. 

May God bless them. 
f 

HONORING THE LIFE AND SERVICE 
OF SENATOR JOHNNY ISAKSON 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 

the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 3, 2019, the gentleman from Geor-
gia (Mr. AUSTIN SCOTT) is recognized 
for 60 minutes as the designee of the 
minority leader. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. AUSTIN SCOTT of Georgia. 

Madam Speaker, I ask unanimous con-
sent that all Members may have 5 leg-
islative days in which to revise and ex-
tend their remarks and include extra-
neous material on the topic of this Spe-
cial Order. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Georgia? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. AUSTIN SCOTT of Georgia. 

Madam Speaker, I have a lot to say. 
My colleague, Mr. HICE, has a lot to do. 
I am going to yield to Mr. HICE so that 
he can speak briefly and go back to his 
committee. 

Mr. HICE of Georgia. Madam Speak-
er, I thank my good friend for yielding 
a quick moment. 

There are few people in Washington, 
D.C., and in America who have had the 
impact of Senator JOHNNY ISAKSON. 
And when we think of Senator ISAKSON, 
no question, there are so many things 
that come to our mind. 

Senator, you are and you have been 
an incredible statesman, a phenomenal 
leader, in Georgia, here in the United 
States Senate, and in our country, and 
we just want to say thank you for all 
that you have done for us. 

I think, personally, when I first came 
to Congress, you were one of the first 
individuals to reach out to me and to 
give advice and encouragement. And to 
this day, every time I see you, you do 
that, and you will never know how 
much that means. 

I just want to publicly state that 
JOHNNY ISAKSON, Senator ISAKSON, is a 

hero for people all across this country. 
Your brilliant mind and your leader-
ship will always be here, and we say 
thank you from the bottom of our 
heart. May God bless you and your 
family as you go into this next chap-
ter. 

Mr. AUSTIN SCOTT of Georgia. 
Madam Speaker, today, my colleagues 
and I rise to honor the legislative leg-
acy and the life of my good friend and 
colleague and fellow Georgia Bulldog, 
U.S. Senator JOHNNY ISAKSON. 

For more than 20 years, Senator 
ISAKSON has served the people of Geor-
gia in the United States Congress, tire-
lessly fighting for the people of Geor-
gia. 

During his tenure, Senator ISAKSON 
has been a bellwether for many in our 
delegation, both as a Member of this 
body and as a United States Senator. If 
I have heard it once, I have heard it a 
thousand times: Where’s JOHNNY on 
this? What does JOHNNY think about 
this? Have you spoken to JOHNNY on 
this? 

He has offered counsel that has been 
learned through his 40 years of public 
service that is invaluable to me and 
many of us in the Georgia delegation 
and throughout this Nation. 

I have many personal stories about 
JOHNNY, some of them appropriate for 
the floor, some of them not. But my 
first recollection of Senator ISAKSON 
was a call that I made as a young teen-
ager when we had a mutual friend and 
I needed a little help getting him 
through the ballot process at the fra-
ternity house. Senator ISAKSON picked 
up the phone and called and, a few min-
utes later, the president of the frater-
nity walked in and said: I am not quite 
sure who spoke to Senator ISAKSON, but 
this is the way the next vote’s going to 
go. 

And that was all it took. 
I can’t tell you, over the last 20, or, 

I am sorry, I should say 30-plus years, 
how much you have meant to me and 
my family. And when I am back home, 
I constantly tell the people the respect 
our delegation and all the Members of 
the House and the Senate have for you. 
You have brought forward a sense of bi-
partisanship in working across the 
aisle for the good of all Georgians. 

He has played a key role in building 
and maintaining his reputation, and I 
look forward to that special tradition 
continuing in the coming legislative 
sessions. 

Public service is much more than 
just the service of the Member; it is 
also the service of the family. 

Senator ISAKSON, your children, your 
wonderful wife, Dianne, we extend our 
thanks for their commitment to serve 
Georgia and their support of our dele-
gation and fellow delegation members. 
Their impact cannot be understated, 
and we look forward to you enjoying 
more time with Dianne and your entire 
family as you enter your next chapter. 

For decades, Senator ISAKSON and his 
family have faithfully served our 
State. His character, godliness, and 
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statesmanship will be greatly missed in 
Washington, D.C. 

His faithful service to the great State 
of Georgia is second only to our be-
loved mascot, Uga. He is a giant among 
men and dogs, dedicated and delib-
erate, and it has been an honor to work 
alongside him fighting for the good 
people of Georgia and the veterans of 
the United States of America. 

Madam Speaker, I yield to the gen-
tleman from Georgia (Mr. LEWIS). 

Mr. LEWIS. Madam Speaker, I want 
to thank my beloved colleague and my 
friend for yielding. I would like to 
thank our colleague, Mr. AUSTIN 
SCOTT, for organizing this Special 
Order tribute to a great man, to a won-
derful human being. 

Madam Speaker, I rise to recognize 
Senator JOHNNY ISAKSON, a son of At-
lanta, Georgia. Senator ISAKSON is a 
special man. He is a good man. I want 
to thank him for his years of service in 
the Georgia State Legislature, in the 
United States House of Representa-
tives, and, now, in the United States 
Senate. 

On February 25, 1999, I introduced 
JOHNNY as the newest member of the 
Georgia congressional delegation to 
the House of Representatives. He came 
to Congress as a graduate of the Uni-
versity of Georgia and a successful 
businessman. 

Before coming to Congress, he served 
as a member of the Georgia Air Na-
tional Guard, the State house minority 
leader, a State senator, and the chair 
of the State board of education. 

On that day, I said he brought a 
wealth of knowledge with him. I ex-
plained to our colleagues that, in his 
decades of public service in our home 
State, JOHNNY developed a great rep-
utation as a bridge builder, a man who 
has strong beliefs but was also willing 
to work with others to get things done. 

Very quickly, Members of the House 
and Senate discovered how true this 
was. The Senator does not make a lot 
of noise, but he has the ability and the 
capacity to speak truth to power. 

When JOHNNY served in the House of 
Representatives, we always found a 
way to come together, and we contin-
ued that tradition when he was elected 
to the Senate. Over the years, we 
worked together on many, many 
issues, like transportation, water, 
housing, and veterans affairs. We al-
ways found a way to get along and to 
do the good work the people deserved. 

Time and time again, he stood with 
us, he worked with us to uplift African 
Americans in the State of Georgia, to 
recognize individuals like Dr. Martin 
Luther King, Jr., and Jackie Robinson, 
native of Georgia. He did not just talk 
the talk, he literally walked the walk. 

Senator, you not only supported the 
reauthorization of the Voting Rights 
Act in 2006, but, a few years later, you 
even co-led the congressional pilgrim-
age to Selma, Alabama. I want to say 
thank you for all of your good and 
great work. 

Those of us who know you will agree 
that you are always thoughtful and 

mindful, a warm and welcoming gen-
tleman in the truest sense of the word. 

For two decades, you, Senator, led a 
team that could cross the aisle without 
compromising their values. Whenever a 
constituent came over from a meeting 
with you and your staff, they felt heard 
and respected. 

b 1545 
I hope you do not mind, but I would 

like to share a moment that stands out 
for me and will always stand out for 
me as long as I live, to this very day. 

One morning, before I was scheduled 
to read the 13th Amendment on the 
House floor, Senator ISAKSON asked me 
to come and speak with his staff about 
service and my own experiences. We 
had an honest and thoughtful discus-
sion. It was one of the most meaning-
ful, memorable experiences of my years 
in Congress. I carry it in my heart to 
this very day, to this very moment, 
what Senator ISAKSON said. I believe 20 
years have passed since I stood on this 
very floor to introduce Senator ISAK-
SON to Congress. 

As JOHNNY returns to private life 
with his beloved wife, Dianne, of 51 
years and his wonderful, beautiful chil-
dren and grandchildren, I would like to 
thank JOHNNY for his years of service. 
I would like to thank JOHNNY for his 
service to our State, our Nation. I wish 
JOHNNY health and happiness. 

I hope the Senator takes some time 
to enjoy a beautiful and wonderful life 
in the State of Georgia. Senator ISAK-
SON has been very good to the people of 
the State of Georgia, and I am lucky 
enough, and just blessed really, to call 
him a friend and a brother. I thank him 
so much. 

Madam Speaker, it is almost difficult 
to yield back the time when I speak of 
this good and great leader from the 
State of Georgia. I thank JOHNNY for 
his service. I will come over and meet 
you, brother. 

Mr. AUSTIN SCOTT of Georgia. 
Madam Speaker, I wish all of America 
could be here to see that, two icons 
from Georgia embracing. What a won-
derful sight that I think is representa-
tive of the days of the past and the 
days to come and how we should work 
together. Thank you both so much, not 
just for what you did, but for who you 
are. 

Madam Speaker, I yield to the gen-
tleman from Georgia (Mr. GRAVES). 

Mr. GRAVES of Georgia. Madam 
Speaker, I thank Representative SCOTT 
for yielding and for coordinating this 
hour of tribute to a dear, dear friend 
and how humbling it is to follow my 
good friend, Representative LEWIS, who 
swore me in just the same, JOHNNY, 
just over 9 years ago, right here in this 
same spot. 

I know this would certainly take 
more than an hour, and I know this is 
a Georgia delegation moment, but, 
Senator, I am certain that if the House 
would allow that, Member after Mem-
ber from State after State would come 
down here and pay you tribute, just the 
same as we are today. 

As Members, we get up each and 
every day and we work hard to make 
sure our constituents have a great 
place to live and provide for their fami-
lies. And it is not often that we have 
the opportunity to share about the im-
pact that a single person might have 
made on our very own lives. 

Today is one of those rare occasions 
for me, and I get to do that today 
through the recognition of one of Geor-
gia’s giants. And I am going to do this 
today, Senator, take the opportunity 
to share of our first interaction, my 
first introduction, my introduction to 
Senator ISAKSON. 

It was November 6, 1990, and I was 
just your average 20-year-old college 
student. I was apolitical. I was just 
looking for a free meal that night. I 
was an idealist, very open-minded, and 
I was invited that night by my room-
mate to attend a political gathering. 
And my roommate just happened to be 
the son of Freddie Stevenson, who is a 
dear friend of ours, Senator. 

And that was my very first political 
event ever that I had attended, and it 
happened to be the gubernatorial elec-
tion night celebration, or that is at 
least what I anticipated that night. I 
can remember that evening as if it 
were yesterday, and I know the Sen-
ator can, as well, as can so many oth-
ers. 

As a north Georgia country boy, I 
didn’t grow up in wealth or politics. I 
just worked hard every day just trying 
to get through each and every day. 

But that night I was impacted. There 
was a lot of energy. There was excite-
ment in the room. And that is infec-
tious, I know it is, but that is not what 
it was about that night. I was impacted 
more so than anything by a single per-
son, a person I didn’t even know yet, a 
person that I would soon get to know 
very well, though. 

You might suggest that I was im-
pressed by the Senator’s resume, his 
history and what he had done. I mean, 
after all, we glossed over what the Sen-
ator has accomplished, but he has 
served in the Georgia Air National 
Guard. The Senator has 14 years in the 
Georgia House as a minority leader. 
The Senator was co-chair of a Presi-
dential campaign, president of one of 
the largest real estate companies in 
the country, and, yes, as has been men-
tioned, he was a Georgia Bulldog. All of 
that by 1990. That is impressive, but 
that is not what captured me that 
night. 

I was totally unaware of all those 
things. Nor could it have been his fu-
ture, because none of us knew, none of 
us knew what might be yet. That was 
so many years ago. 

The fact that JOHNNY would one day 
run and be elected to the State Senate, 
that he would be a candidate for U.S. 
Senate in 1996, he would head the State 
School Board, be elected to the U.S. 
House in 1999, sworn in by the great 
JOHN LEWIS, and then 5 years later 
elected to the United States Senate as 
our senior Senator. 
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There was something so much more, 

JOHNNY. There was so much more than 
that, Senator, that we had yet to 
know. I mean, it was more than the 
Senator’s resume. It was more than the 
Senator’s title, and it was more than 
what the Senator was going to accom-
plish that stirred me or that stirs any 
individual. 

It was on that night in 1990 where a 
man I had never met with a name I cer-
tainly couldn’t pronounce with a his-
tory that I didn’t know or a future yet 
untold, he caught my attention. My 
first true interaction, my first impact 
by a political figure in my life was that 
night in 1990. 

The results were not what the Sen-
ator had hoped for at the time or what 
the Senator had worked for, and yet, 
he was in a room of friends and sup-
porters and had to address them that 
night. 

Now, if you were an onlooker like 
me, a 20-year-old college student, what 
do you expect? You expect maybe there 
is going to be bitterness, there is going 
to be regret, there is going to be some 
blaming, there is going to be some divi-
siveness. That certainly sounds famil-
iar, certainly today. But it was dif-
ferent. 

Instead, JOHNNY ISAKSON, he took the 
stage with grace, with respect, with 
dignity, with vision and with a con-
fidence that I never expected in a per-
son. And whether the Senator knew it 
that night at that time, he chose to 
impact, and he chose to inspire. He 
chose to inspire me. 

I know the story is not unique to me. 
I know it is not. There are 45 years of 
stories like that. I just happened to be 
one. He was paying forward before it 
was even a thing to do. And now 29 
years later I can stand before each of 
you, I stand before you as one who 
served in the Georgia House for 71⁄2 
years and now in my 10th year here in 
Congress and a future still yet untold. 
I get to stand before the Senator and 
say, ‘‘thank you.’’ 

I thank Senator ISAKSON. I thank 
him for caring. I thank him for being 
an example of what is needed so much 
today. It is with deep gratitude that I 
get to pay tribute in his farewell. To 
the one who might have lost an elec-
tion in 1990 but won the trust of a 20- 
year-old college student that night, a 
true fighter for Georgia, a great states-
man, and a dear friend, thank you so 
much, and may God bless the Senator 
in the days ahead. 

Mr. AUSTIN SCOTT of Georgia. I 
yield to the gentleman from Georgia 
(Mr. BISHOP), my friend and colleague. 

Mr. BISHOP of Georgia. Madam 
Speaker, I thank the gentleman for 
yielding, and I thank my colleagues for 
this Special Order giving tribute to a 
good and great man. 

Winston Churchill once said, ‘‘You 
make your living by what you get. You 
make your life by what you give.’’ My 
friend, JOHNNY ISAKSON, has given so 
much to so many for so long. He has 
truly made a life. 

JOHNNY ISAKSON has been a true 
statesman in his remarkable career as 
a public servant for Georgians. I first 
met JOHNNY in 1977 where we served to-
gether in the Georgia General Assem-
bly. We developed a friendship which 
has endured through our work together 
in the State House, the U.S. House of 
Representatives, and during his service 
as our U.S. Senator from Georgia. 

Throughout his career, he has not 
viewed issues from a partisan perspec-
tive, but for the good of all Americans. 
JOHNNY served as a Republican in both 
chambers of Georgia’s State legisla-
ture, but he was appointed by Georgia’s 
Democratic Governor Zell Miller to be 
the chairman of the Georgia State 
Board of Education. His integrity, his 
kindness are invaluable qualities in a 
legislator and have no doubt been a de-
fining measure of his success. 

I am honored to call JOHNNY my 
friend. We will miss him in the delega-
tion. His loss will be felt deeply, but we 
can all agree that he is very much de-
serving of a happy retirement spent 
with his wife, Dianne, their children, 
and grandchildren, and we wish you the 
best, JOHNNY. 

The poet said: 
Isn’t it strange how princes and kings, 
and clowns that caper in sawdust rings, 
and common people, like you and me, 
are builders for eternity? 
Each is given a list of rules; 
a shapeless mass; a bag of tools. 
And each must make your life as flown, 
a stumbling block, or a stepping stone. 

The people of Georgia, the people of 
our Nation, and, indeed, people all 
across the world are so blessed that 
you have used your life and your career 
not as a stumbling block but as a step-
ping stone for a higher, better quality 
of life for human kind. Thank you, and 
God bless you. 

Mr. AUSTIN SCOTT of Georgia. 
Madam Speaker, I want to thank Sen-
ator ISAKSON, as well, for his service to 
our Nation’s veterans and his role as 
chairman of the Senate Committee on 
Veterans’ Affairs. He served our mili-
tary veterans faithfully for many, 
many years. 

I yield to the gentleman from Geor-
gia (Mr. COLLINS), my friend and col-
league, one of the men who serves us in 
multiple capacities, both in the Air 
Force and as a Member of Congress. 

Mr. COLLINS of Georgia. Thank you, 
Mr. SCOTT, for yielding. To be here, to 
hear just the accomplishments of Sen-
ator ISAKSON. He’s one of the people 
that as you go along you find in life 
that you have to know him by title or 
you have to know him by last name, in 
the State of Georgia when you say, 
‘‘JOHNNY,’’ everybody knows who you 
are talking about, especially when it 
comes to our politics. 

And for me to rattle off everything 
that has already been said, it is breath-
taking what you have done and what 
you have accomplished from business 
to career, and those are the things that 
are worthy of the page in your life. 

But for many of us here, just as my 
friends were saying earlier, the Senator 

has a personal attachment to many of 
us, whether he realizes it or not. For 
those of us who come forward in public 
service, you need role models and men-
tors, and you hear about those who 
succeeded and failed and succeeded and 
failed, which is something many of us 
have to get used to, whether we want 
to or not. 

For me it is watching the Senator in 
the times when probably he didn’t 
know he was being watched. There 
were times when I watched the Sen-
ator, as a young person in the State 
House in Georgia going to a meeting 
and they would recognize him and say, 
you know, JOHNNY is here, would he 
like to say a few words? 

And for most of us, it is struggling 
just to come up with a couple words 
that actually sound good together, 
much less sentences, but JOHNNY ISAK-
SON would stand up and for the next 5 
minutes rattle off a speech that you 
would have sworn had been honed for 
years, and it touched the very soul of 
everybody there. 

b 1600 
I was in awe. And I watched him do it 

so many times. He listened. In this 
business, that is pretty impressive. 
That is why he got stuff done. 

I remember, every time I would come 
to him, there would be times when I 
would be asking a question, and I 
would go along, and he would listen 
and answer the question. I went away 
feeling better just by being with him. 

I remember when I talked to him 
right after he announced to us that he 
was going to leave a big hole in our del-
egation. The first thing he said to me 
when I picked up the phone, as he did 
almost every time, was, ‘‘Doug, thank 
you. You are doing a great job,’’ even 
when I knew that probably wasn’t true. 

When you understand, though, what 
it takes to lift people up, you leave a 
mark. You leave a special mark. 

For those of us in politics who strug-
gled many times over the past few 
years to go into groups that would call 
us names and not like us even when 
they supposedly were on our side, I 
watched what he did. He would go into 
those groups and sneak in the back 
after the meeting started. They would 
see him there. They would recognize 
him, and he stood and spoke. He never 
backed up. He never backed down. But 
he made a lot of converts simply by 
being there. 

For those of us in public service, if he 
showed me or showed anybody any-
thing, it is that being in the room, 
being a participant, listening to people, 
and caring about them, even if we dis-
agree with them, is the largest step we 
can take to make sure that we have a 
union that matters. 

From me and my house, for a profes-
sion that many have taken on that 
needs role models, we stand on his 
shoulders. He is the giant in the room, 
from our perspective of watching what 
happens and how it happens. 

When I got to Washington, DC, I 
knew the one thing that I wanted to do 
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was actually pass legislation because I 
had heard him say one time before: 
Why do we come up here if we don’t get 
anything done? 

Madam Speaker, Johnny is far be-
yond the policy. He went to the heart 
of people, and it will be missed in this 
place. But it is alive now, and we turn 
to him and that vision more than any-
thing. 

Of course, as Senator ISAKSON knows, 
I still represent part of Athens and 
Clarke County. He is a Georgia grad-
uate, and as we say around those parts, 
‘‘You are a damn good Dawg.’’ 

Mr. AUSTIN SCOTT of Georgia. 
Madam Speaker, I thank Mr. COLLINS 
for his comments. 

Madam Speaker, I yield to the gen-
tlewoman from Georgia (Mrs. MCBATH), 
my colleague. 

Mrs. MCBATH. Madam Speaker, I 
thank the gentleman for yielding. I am 
so glad that we are gathered here today 
to honor our colleague. 

It is an honor to represent Georgia’s 
Sixth District here in Congress, and it 
is truly an honor to hold the seat that 
Senator ISAKSON once held. 

Senator ISAKSON has spent decades in 
service to the State of Georgia and to 
our great Nation. His legacy has left an 
unforgettable mark on Georgia and the 
United States Senate. 

He is known in our community for 
being a friendly neighbor and for being 
a truly good man, and I am honored to 
call him my friend. We share a passion, 
a passion to make Georgia the best 
place to live and to start a family. We 
share a dedication to making America 
a more perfect union. 

I know that I have not been in the 
Georgia delegation very long, but I 
thank the gentleman for putting people 
over party and for his commitment to 
the best policy, which is not always 
easy politics. 

We live in an age where loyalty to 
partisanship has too often come at the 
expense of the American people, and we 
live in an age where ‘‘compromise’’ has 
become a dirty word. We live in an age 
where the American people have be-
come disillusioned with the American 
Government. 

Senator ISAKSON has defied that age. 
Senator ISAKSON has always been open 
to that tough conversation, and he has 
always been open to finding common-
sense solutions to forge uncommon 
ground. 

That is why I am so proud to follow 
in his footsteps as the Representative 
from Georgia’s Sixth Congressional 
District. It is why I work so hard to 
make sure that we are passing bipar-
tisan bills, bills that will help protect 
the communities that we truly love. 

Madam Speaker, I thank Senator 
ISAKSON. I thank him so much for his 
service to the people of Georgia and his 
service to the freedom of our country. 

Godspeed to my friend. God bless. 
Mr. AUSTIN SCOTT of Georgia. 

Madam Speaker, I thank the gentle-
woman for her remarks. 

Madam Speaker, I yield to the gen-
tleman from Georgia (Mr. WOODALL), 
my friend and colleague. 

Mr. WOODALL. Madam Speaker, I 
thank the gentleman for yielding. 

I am enjoying listening to the part-
nership conversation. I want to come 
from a different perspective, though. I 
want to talk about the partisanship 
conversation. 

When I was 6 years old and Senator 
ISAKSON was elected as a Georgia House 
member, it was 23 out of 180 members 
of the house, as I recall. I don’t know 
how many there were before he got 
there, but being a Republican in Geor-
gia in 1976 was not a popular thing to 
do. 

I think about all the things that we 
want to do together in this body. I 
think about folks who say, ‘‘Oh, we 
can’t do that. It is too hard. It is going 
to take too long. Let’s do something 
today, but let’s not focus on those 
long-term goals.’’ 

You might think that when Ronald 
Reagan was elected in 1980, that that 
was a big jump in Georgia. As I recall, 
there were still 23 members in the 
Georgia House in 1980, 23 out of 180. 

Somebody had to be the first one to 
stand up. 

We talk about partisanship in this in-
stitution, Madam Speaker, like it is a 
bad thing. What I have always loved 
about the Senator is that he has never 
been embarrassed to be a Republican. 
He knew what he believed, and he knew 
why he believed it. 

Now, the Senator might not like the 
way someone else expresses their Re-
publican values, but he led with his 
heart. He can sit right beside a Demo-
cratic hero like JOHN LEWIS, and I 
can’t tell the difference when it comes 
to Southern gentility, but he will never 
be embarrassed to share who he is as a 
Republican. 

That is what it takes to grow from 23 
members in a 180-member body into the 
institution that TOM GRAVES had an 
opportunity to serve and into the insti-
tution that so many of our colleagues 
had a chance to serve. 

We talk about bipartisanship as that 
Holy Grail. It requires partisanship to 
get there, and but for the example that 
Senator ISAKSON set, we wouldn’t have 
the Republican Party in Georgia, and 
we wouldn’t have Isakson values in 
that party. 

I talked about partisanship, Madam 
Speaker. I want to talk about people as 
the second part of that. 

I have always imagined the roughest 
part about being a United States Sen-
ator is that one might lose that one- 
on-one contact that one has had. In a 
congressional district, we can get to 
know people. We can be with them in 
the community. 

Senator ISAKSON’s entire career has 
been about people. I watch him when 
he walks into a room. Folks that I 
ought to know who they are because I 
have worked with them but I just can’t 
remember, I see him go up and greet 
them by name. Folks that have come 
into the room from all different con-
gressional districts, he has a relation-
ship with them, maybe from back in 

1976 when he was trying to grow the 
party across the State, maybe from 
back when he was leading the State 
Board of Education, maybe from back 
in the Sixth District, maybe from his 
time as a United States Senator. He 
has always put people first. 

I see that in every speech he has 
given in Gwinnett and Forsyth Coun-
ties. He will stand up and always thank 
the staffers who are working for him. 

It is his Academy Day that I enjoy 
the most. That is my favorite time 
that we spend together each year. 

If people don’t know, Madam Speak-
er, the Isakson Academy Day is a 
statewide event that brings all the 
young men and women who love an op-
portunity—they could do anything 
they want to with their life, but they 
want to serve the United States of 
America. They want to be the future 
generation of leaders. Even as young as 
seventh, eighth, and ninth grade, they 
come to this event that Senator ISAK-
SON puts together. 

Talk about all the lives that he has 
changed here in this institution, don’t 
even get started on the number of lives 
he has changed as it relates to leader-
ship and opportunity to serve through 
his Academy Day. 

I think about him being a Repub-
lican’s Republican. I think about Reva 
Jennings in Forsyth County. Senator 
ISAKSON knows Reva. She is hard core. 
For folks who don’t know, Madam 
Speaker, Forsyth County is one of the 
most conservative counties in the 
State of Georgia—a conservative State, 
a conservative county. 

Reva Jennings has been building that 
Republican Party up there for as long 
as anyone can remember. We lost her 
in an untimely way. 

But while everybody loves us on our 
way out the door, Senator ISAKSON 
might remember a tough primary sea-
son or two where folks might come and 
say: Johnny, why aren’t you more 
angry about this? Why aren’t you doing 
this? 

As Republican primary seasons are, 
we tend to eat our own. Reva Jennings, 
the first time I met her, was fielding 
one of those questions. Somebody came 
up and said: We have to get somebody 
to challenge that JOHNNY ISAKSON in 
the next primary. He is soft, for a Re-
publican. 

Now, we know Reva. She doesn’t have 
any softness in her. She went right to 
Senator ISAKSON’s steel backbone. She 
went right after it. She took it to that 
whole crowd of Republicans, saying: 
You can poor-mouth anybody you want 
to in this town, but you cannot poor- 
mouth JOHNNY ISAKSON because he has 
done more for the Republican Party 
than anybody else in this State has, 
and let me tell you how. 

It is not hard to find detractors out 
there these days. It is hard to build 
those lifelong friendships that create 
that gift of relationship that Senator 
ISAKSON has offered so many. 

He has offered it to me. I am grateful 
to him for it. I wouldn’t be standing 
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here today but for the work he has 
done over those years, and I thank Sen-
ator ISAKSON for that. 

Madam Speaker, I thank Mr. SCOTT 
for yielding. 

Mr. AUSTIN SCOTT of Georgia. 
Madam Speaker, I yield to the gen-
tleman from Georgia (Mr. CARTER), my 
good friend and colleague. 

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Madam 
Speaker, I thank Representative SCOTT 
for putting this together. Indeed, it is 
something well deserved. 

I rise today to recognize a great 
Georgian and a great Senator. 

I have been blessed in my life. I am 
the grandson of a tobacco farmer and 
the son of a paper mill worker, and 
here I am, walking the Halls of Con-
gress. 

In the short period of time that I 
have had to serve here, I have wit-
nessed many great things. I got to lis-
ten to the Pope, something I never 
thought I would have the opportunity 
to do, one of the great religious leaders 
in the world, right here in this room. 

But when I think of what I saw just 
a few minutes ago, when I saw not only 
two great Georgians but two great 
Americans, JOHN LEWIS and JOHNNY 
ISAKSON, embrace, I pinch myself some-
times. How did this happen to me? How 
did I get to witness all of these great 
things in my life? 

Madam Speaker, I thank both of 
these gentlemen. 

Madam Speaker, I thank especially 
Senator ISAKSON. I have been fortunate 
to call him a friend and a mentor for 
many years. I have had many political 
mentors in my life: Tom Triplett, Tom 
Coleman, just to name a few, and JOHN-
NY ISAKSON. 

I can remember hearing the story 
from the then-minority leader of the 
house of representatives in the Georgia 
statehouse, when Senator ISAKSON 
would tell the story of leading such a 
small group that General Custer had 
had better odds than he had at that 
time. 
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I will never forget that. It taught me 

perseverance. It taught me to always 
work hard and to continue on. I have 
always looked at that and admired 
that in you, and I appreciate it very 
much. 

Your dedication to our State and our 
Nation has truly been unmatched. It is 
something that I have admired 
throughout all my time in public serv-
ice. 

Senator ISAKSON, you are one of the 
greatest Georgians to ever serve and 
one of the only Georgians—in fact, the 
only Georgian—to have ever served in 
the Georgia State House, in the Geor-
gia State Senate, in the House of Rep-
resentatives, and the United States 
Senate. I got three out of four. I don’t 
know if I will ever make it across over 
here, but if I do, I am going to catch 
you because I have had the honor, as 
well. 

At each of those levels that you have 
served, you have been successful in ad-

vancing policies for the betterment of 
the State of Georgia and for the United 
States of America. I think that is what 
is so very important. Everywhere you 
have been, every step of the way, it has 
always been for the people, always been 
for the betterment of our State and of 
our Nation. 

During a time in our political history 
in which Americans seem to be increas-
ingly divided, I have always looked to 
you. One of the most important 
achievements I think that you have 
made is to build bipartisanship, to 
reach across the aisle, to come to-
gether. 

I hear my staff tell the story of you 
don’t hear about Senator ISAKSON 
being involved in a big fight over in the 
Senate, but, in the background, he is in 
a knife fight and he is winning. 

That is what we all aspire to do. We 
all want to be known as statesmen. We 
all want to be successful and win our 
matches. But you are, and we don’t 
even know about it most of the time. 

For example, you have always been a 
staunch supporter of our Nation’s vet-
erans. I think that is extremely impor-
tant for all of us to remember. You 
were chair of the Veterans’ Affairs 
Committee for so many years. 

I have heard the stories of problems 
at the VA and of Senator ISAKSON pick-
ing up the phone and calling the family 
member and apologizing. Now, this is 
the chair of the Senate Veterans’ Af-
fairs Committee calling someone and 
apologizing for them having a problem 
at the VA center. Can you imagine? 
But that is what we admire. 

The overhaul to the VA Veterans 
Choice Program, modernizing VA hos-
pitals in the MISSION Act, all of these 
signed into law as a result of your ef-
forts. 

Every year for over a decade, Senator 
ISAKSON has held a barbecue in the 
Russell Building to feed his colleagues 
from both sides of the aisle. 

Now at retirement at the end of this 
year, the State of Georgia, the United 
States of America, loses one of its 
great political assets. I know you have 
made the point that you are going to 
sprint through the finish line, and that 
is important. 

I want to thank you, Senator, for 
your service to our State. I want to 
thank you for your service to our Na-
tion. I want to thank you for the exam-
ple that you have set for people like 
me. Thank you for always being a step 
above the political infighting in order 
to do what you truly felt was best for 
Georgians. 

As you continue to do what is best 
for your health, you and Dianne will 
always be in my thoughts and prayers. 
Thank you, Senator, for your service 
to our country. God bless you. 

Mr. AUSTIN SCOTT of Georgia. 
Madam Speaker, may I inquire as to 
how much time I have remaining. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from Georgia has 18 minutes re-
maining. 

Mr. AUSTIN SCOTT of Georgia. 
Madam Speaker, I yield to the gen-

tleman from Georgia (Mr. 
LOUDERMILK), my friend and colleague. 

Mr. LOUDERMILK. Madam Speaker, 
I thank Representative SCOTT for his 
time here, and I thank him for orga-
nizing this. 

This is a moment that I am sure all 
of us are having mixed feelings. There 
have been a lot of accolades given here 
today to Senator ISAKSON, a lot of talk 
about his accomplishments, which are 
absolutely many. 

What a lot of people don’t understand 
about Georgia is we have legends. 
There are legends from Georgia that, if 
you go to any history book or you talk 
to anybody, they will recognize those 
names as Georgia. 

James Oglethorpe is one of those, the 
founder of Georgia. Sam Nunn, Zell 
Miller, JOHN LEWIS, Dr. Martin Luther 
King. Of course, everybody knows 
Vince Dooley, the legendary coach of 
the University of Georgia. Others, like 
Tom Murphy, the longest serving 
speaker of the house in the Nation, 
who served in the Georgia State House, 
that I know Senator ISAKSON served 
with when he was in the State house. 

I believe that JOHNNY ISAKSON is one 
of those legends, as well. As was men-
tioned, he is the only Georgian in the 
history of our State, in the history of 
this Nation, to serve in both houses of 
the State legislature and both Houses 
of the United States legislature, an ac-
complishment no one else has ever 
achieved. 

Now, the one thing I know about Sen-
ator ISAKSON is the character of the 
man, that he didn’t accomplish those 
things because it was a personal goal; 
it was because of his heart of service. 

One thing that I have been able to 
consistently and honestly say about 
Senator ISAKSON is that he is a states-
man. That is something that seems to 
be lost in the line of politics today, 
those who are true statesmen. 

There are some things about him and 
things about statesmen that are com-
mon across the board. One is truthful-
ness. I can tell you that JOHNNY will 
tell you the truth, even if it is some-
thing you don’t want to hear; but, yet, 
he will tell you in a way that you will 
appreciate, because he is doing it to up-
lift you and to make you better, not to 
draw you down. 

Faithfulness, he has been faithful to 
his faith, his God, his family, his polit-
ical beliefs, his party, but, more impor-
tantly, this country and the institu-
tions that he has represented. 

Another is trust, that is something 
that is lacking in modern politics. But 
I can tell you this: JOHNNY ISAKSON has 
never ever told me something that I 
ever questioned after that. If he told 
you he was going to do something, it 
was going to happen. 

Loyalty is another area. He has al-
ways been loyal to those who are his 
friends, for those he represents, for his 
nation, and for his State. 

Commitment, he is a very committed 
person to those things which he be-
lieves in. 
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Civility is one of those that really is 

lost today; but, as many have spoken 
here today, he has not only reached 
across the aisle, but he has reached 
across the State to try to bring civility 
back into politics. 

And the last one, which I think is 
most important to me, is friendship. 
The mark of a statesman is all of 
those, but mostly friendship. 

I was in another Member of Congress’ 
office recently, and, Senator, there was 
a poster. It made me laugh. There was 
a poster on their wall that said: ‘‘If you 
want a friend in Washington, get a 
dog.’’ Well, I don’t think that Member 
ever met JOHNNY ISAKSON, because he 
is a friend not only to me; he is a friend 
to Georgia. He is a friend to all of us. 
He is a friend to the United States. 

Senator, God bless you. Thank you 
for your service to our State. Thank 
you for your service to our Nation. You 
will be missed. 

I am so honored to be able to say I 
am a friend of a legend from Georgia. 

God bless you. 
Mr. AUSTIN SCOTT of Georgia. 

Madam Speaker, I would remind my 
friend and colleague that Senator ISAK-
SON is a Dawg; he is a Georgia Bulldog. 

Madam Speaker, I yield to the gen-
tleman from Georgia (Mr. ALLEN). 

Mr. ALLEN. Madam Speaker, I thank 
Mr. SCOTT for organizing this time to 
honor, as said here many times, a leg-
end. Of course, I never thought I would 
be standing in front of two Georgia leg-
ends as I speak specifically about one. 
But I do rise today to honor my great 
mentor and friend, Senator JOHNNY 
ISAKSON, along with greetings to 
Dianne and your wonderful family. 

I was there last Saturday to witness 
your beloved Bulldogs beat my beloved 
Auburn Tigers. Congratulations on 
this. I just hope and pray that they will 
go all the way for you. I think that 
would be a great tribute. 

JOHNNY has been a champion for the 
State of Georgia for decades, a reflec-
tion of his many years of service, as 
has been mentioned about all of the ac-
complishments, a life of political serv-
ice. And, also, a mention about his in-
fluence on education. 

When I was first elected, I had not 
been in politics before and I didn’t real-
ly know how to get things done up 
here. But I, in my service on the Edu-
cation and Labor Committee, was at-
tracted to a bill called the Every Stu-
dent Succeeds Act and worked fever-
ishly to get that bill passed in the 
House by a margin of a mere five votes, 
218–213. 

Well, it just so happened that some-
time later, as we got together in Geor-
gia for lunch, JOHNNY was asking me 
about that legislation. I told him, I 
said we are going to return control to 
the States; we are going to try to get 
the Federal Government out of the 
classroom so that our teachers can 
have more time to teach. He quickly 
became a champion in the Senate and 
helped garner bipartisan support. 

Now, this is the way things should 
work. That bill, the Every Student 

Succeeds Act, then passed the Senate 
81–17 and went to a conference com-
mittee, all because of the influence of 
this incredible man. When that version 
then came back to the House, I am 
standing right there looking at our 
ranking member, and that bill passed 
in this House 359–64. 

I had never seen anything like that, 
JOHNNY, and it is all owed to you, and 
the impact on education is going to be 
felt throughout this Nation. It is quite 
a difference, and it shows the depths of 
your influence in these Halls of Con-
gress. 

And, of course, throughout your serv-
ice, you have demonstrated the true 
meaning of servant leadership by al-
ways putting the needs and priorities 
of Georgia first. In fact, the greatest 
servant leader in history said: There is 
no greater love than to give your life 
for a friend. You have given a big part 
your life to this country, and we are 
thankful for it. 

As someone who came from the busi-
ness world but had not served in public 
office before, I am thankful for your 
leadership. Georgia has been named the 
best State to do business in for the last 
7 years, and it is no coincidence that 
you had a lot to do with it. 

I know that I can always call on you 
for sound advice and guidance. Even 
though you are retiring this year, I 
hope you know that we will still be 
reaching out to you for advice. We will 
deeply miss you and your impact, and 
it will be missed for generations to 
come. 

There is no doubt that Georgia has 
big shoes to fill, and I think our delega-
tion is up to the task, which is a testi-
mony to your leadership and an exam-
ple to me and my colleagues. 

JOHNNY, please know that we will do 
our best to make you proud and honor 
your legacy. Robin and I wish you and 
Dianne all the best during this next 
chapter in your life. 

God bless you and your family. 
Mr. AUSTIN SCOTT of Georgia. 

Madam Speaker, I yield to the gen-
tleman from Georgia (Mr. FERGUSON), 
my colleague, a fellow Bulldog and 
Georgia Beta alumni. 

Mr. FERGUSON. Senator ISAKSON— 
that feels a little formal saying it. 
JOHNNY, as a constituent, is how I 
know you. I want to thank you so 
much for your dedicated service to our 
State. 

As others have talked about their 
first meeting with you, I remember 
mine fondly. Not unlike my colleague, 
Mr. GRAVES, it was at the University of 
Georgia. I was a freshman, sitting on 
the steps of a fraternity house, com-
pletely clueless about the world, not 
having an understanding, self-absorbed. 

I remember sitting on the steps as 
you came—I had no idea who you 
were—and you talked to us about a 
brighter future. You talked to us about 
what it meant to be a Georgian. 

b 1630 
I remember, when you left, thinking 

two things from that moment, the first 

is: That is maybe the nicest person 
that I have ever heard from in my en-
tire life. 

Secondly, I was pretty touched that 
someone was looking out for my future 
that didn’t even know me. 

Over the years as I watched you and 
began to follow you, I saw that play 
out firsthand. I saw how important the 
State of Georgia was to you, and what 
made it important was the millions of 
Georgians that you love and care 
about; the ones that you don’t know; 
the ones that you do know; and the 
ones that are yet to come. 

Your unwavering commitment to 
make our State and this Nation a bet-
ter place for all of us is something that 
can never be forgotten. 

You have set a standard for being a 
gentleman and a statesman that we 
should all follow. It is pretty remark-
able that we, as the Georgia delega-
tion, are getting to sit here today and 
not only speak to you, but our dear 
colleague, JOHN LEWIS, as well. Because 
many of those same things that we say 
about you, we have to say about our 
colleague, Mr. LEWIS. 

There is a genuine love for our Geor-
gians, a sense of decency, a sense of op-
timism, the desire for a bright future. 
All of those things come through, not 
just in your words, but in your actions. 

I want to thank you for your 40 years 
of service to making our lives better. I 
am not exactly sure what piece of leg-
islation you took up shortly after you 
met me, and I had the chance to meet 
you and heard from you on the steps of 
a fraternity house in Athens, Georgia, 
but I feel confident that whatever it 
was, it made my life better many years 
later. I thank the gentleman for that. 

We ask that God continue to bless 
you and Dianne and know that we owe 
you a debt of gratitude that we will 
never be able to repay. Thank you and 
God bless you. 

Mr. AUSTIN SCOTT of Georgia. 
Madam Speaker, in the last few min-
utes, I want to thank all of my col-
leagues who joined us this afternoon, 
especially JOHN LEWIS, another icon 
from Georgia. 

Certainly, America and the world are 
better off because of both of these men. 
I think the strong bipartisan presence 
here lends to the extraordinary impact 
that Senator ISAKSON has had on our 
delegation and the great respect that 
we have for his service to our State and 
our Nation. 

Senator ISAKSON, I have been told 
that I can’t call you JOHNNY on the 
floor, but if I could, I would say: JOHN-
NY, we love you. Thank you for your 
service to the great State of Georgia. 
America and the world are better 
places because of the service that you 
have provided to our Nation and your 
fellow man. 

Madam Speaker, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time. 
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REPORT ON RESOLUTION PRO-

VIDING FOR CONSIDERATION OF 
H.R. 1309, WORKPLACE VIOLENCE 
PREVENTION FOR HEALTH CARE 
AND SOCIAL SERVICE WORKERS 
ACT; PROVIDING FOR PRO-
CEEDINGS DURING THE PERIOD 
FROM NOVEMBER 22, 2019, 
THROUGH DECEMBER 2, 2019; AND 
PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION 
OF MOTIONS TO SUSPEND THE 
RULES 
Mr. DESAULNIER (during the Spe-

cial Order of Mr. AUSTIN SCOTT of Geor-
gia), from the Committee on Rules, 
submitted a privileged report (Rept. 
No. 116–302) on the resolution (H. Res. 
713) providing for consideration of the 
bill (H.R. 1309) to direct the Secretary 
of Labor to issue an occupational safe-
ty and health standard that requires 
covered employers within the health 
care and social service industries to de-
velop and implement a comprehensive 
workplace violence prevention plan, 
and for other purposes; providing for 
proceedings during the period from No-
vember 22, 2019, through December 2, 
2019; and providing for consideration of 
motions to suspend the rules, which 
was referred to the House Calendar and 
ordered to be printed. 

f 

NATIVE AMERICAN HERITAGE 
MONTH 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 3, 2019, the gentlewoman from 
New Mexico (Ms. HAALAND) is recog-
nized for 60 minutes as the designee of 
the majority leader. 

Ms. HAALAND. Madam Speaker, I 
rise today in honor of Native American 
Heritage Month. And as part of this ac-
knowledgment, I wish to state that we 
are on Indian land. The Nacotchtanks, 
known for trading right here through-
out the Chesapeake area, were the 
original inhabitants of the land we are 
standing on right now. 

I am a proud member of the Pueblo of 
Laguna in the great State of New Mex-
ico. My mother raised me to be a Pueb-
lo woman, and as such, I have an obli-
gation to my people and the quest of 
all Native American communities to 
safeguard our cultures and traditions 
and do all I can to ensure that our peo-
ple have a government that lives up to 
its trust obligations. 

Trust obligations were promises 
made to all of our Tribes in exchange 
for the tens of millions of acres of land 
that became the United States of 
America. As a child, I was taught to 
value our open space, our land, our 
water, and animals. 

In spite of the tremendous hardships 
my grandparents faced through their 
experiences in living through the In-
dian boarding school era, the assimila-
tion era, and being at the forefront of 
moving our people into the modern era, 
I am here to advocate for the issues 
and policies that will offer a clean 
planet and opportunities now and for 
future generations. 

I am the product of generations of 
people who planted and harvested since 
time immemorial. My ancestors cared 
for the land, respected our air and our 
water, and passed down those respon-
sibilities to their future generations. 

It is because of my people and the 
first people on this continent that we 
stand here today on this floor. In fact, 
our Constitution was largely influ-
enced by the Iroquois Confederacy. 
Tribes here on the East Coast had offi-
cial relationships with the crowned 
heads of Europe. 

When we talk about Native American 
history, we must recognize that Native 
American history is American history, 
and throughout this history, our ances-
tors held fast to a belief that our peo-
ple would endure. 

We are reminded of our resilience by 
people like: Joy Harjo, from the 
Muscogee Creek Nation, the first Na-
tive American poet laureate in our 
country’s history, named just this 
year. 

Our colleague, SHARICE DAVIDS, my 
sister, as one of the first Native Amer-
ican women elected to Congress in our 
country’s history. 

Ruth Anna Buffalo, is a citizen of the 
Mandan, Hidatsa and Arikara Nation 
from North Dakota, a State legislator 
who is fighting to end the crisis of 
missing and murdered indigenous 
women and to make her State more eq-
uitable for its indigenous citizens. 

Tommy Orange, a Cheyenne and 
Arapaho award-winning writer from 
Oakland. 

Tatanka Means, a Navajo actor and 
activist, and so many more. 

This month is set aside to celebrate 
the contributions that Native Ameri-
cans have made to our country and to 
recognize that there is so much more 
that the Federal Government must do 
to ensure that Native nations have 
every opportunity afforded to every 
American, which includes healthcare, 
education, public safety, housing, and 
economic development. 

Madam Speaker, I yield to the gen-
tleman from Washington (Mr. KILMER). 

Mr. KILMER. Madam Speaker, I 
thank Representative HAALAND, not 
just for giving me some time to speak, 
but for being such a terrific leader and 
being such an important voice, both for 
her district, and for people all over this 
country. 

She, along with SHARICE DAVIDS, are 
two superstars of the freshman class 
who have been just terrific in adding 
their voices to this body. 

I also want to recognize GWEN MOORE 
who has just been a tremendous cham-
pion on behalf of Native Americans and 
has been a real leader on issues like the 
Violence Against Women Act and has 
made a tremendous amount of progress 
for Native Americans throughout this 
country. 

As was mentioned, November marks 
Native American Heritage Month, a 
time to honor the first Americans. I 
am proud to represent 11 Tribes that 
have called my region home since time 
immemorial. 

Each of these sovereign nations has 
their own unique culture and tradition 
and stories that add important threads 
to the fabric of our Nation. 

I think about some of the most ex-
traordinary moments that I have had 
as a Representative: 

Visiting with the Quinault Indian 
Nation along with the U.S. Commission 
on Civil Rights, and having conversa-
tions about some of the civil rights 
challenges, not just facing the 
Quinault Nation, but Native peoples 
throughout this country. 

Visiting the Makah Tribe during 
Makah Days, and going on a hike with 
the then-chairman of the Tribe, going 
out to the northwestern tip of the con-
tinental United States. My daughter 
was with us and she asked the Tribal 
chair: ‘‘Is this the end of the world?’’ 

And he said, ‘‘We consider it the be-
ginning of the world.’’ 

Visiting the Quileute Tribe and par-
ticipating in their festival out in La 
Push, which is one of the most beau-
tiful places on the planet. 

Visiting with the Hoh Tribe and cele-
brating a water project that that Tribe 
had led the way on and touring with 
their Tribe and seeing some amazing 
assets and also seeing some of the real 
challenges that they have. 

Just recently visiting the Chehalis 
Tribe, seeing some of their enterprises 
and seeing the value of the work that 
they do, how much it contributes to 
the local economy there, and how 
much it means to their ability to pro-
vide services to their Tribal members. 

Visiting the Lower Elwha Klallam 
Tribe and visiting their ancestral lands 
and seeing the dam removal project 
that occurred there that is giving new 
birth to the environment there in that 
region. 

Visiting with multiple generations of 
the Jamestown S’Klallam Tribe, vis-
iting their leaders and hearing about 
the important role that fishing and 
shellfish growing has meant for their 
Tribe for generations and generations. 

Visiting the Port Gamble S’Klallam 
Tribe just this past year and hearing 
about some extraordinarily innovative 
work that they are doing to try to re-
duce recidivism in our criminal justice 
system and give people a second 
chance. 

Sitting down just this past year for 
lunch with the leaders of the 
Skokomish Tribe in a beautiful Tribal 
center and hearing about some of the 
challenges that their Tribe faces and 
some of the opportunities that they 
have. 

Visiting with the Squaxin Island 
Tribe, visiting their child development 
center and seeing the investments that 
they are making in kids and in future 
generations. 

Developing a friendship with the 
Suquamish Tribe with their chairman, 
Leonard Forsman, who has come into 
this Chamber for the State of the 
Union, who has beaten me in basket-
ball, and hearing him speak passion-
ately about treaty obligations. 
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I could talk about others, the Tulalip 

Tribe that recently hosted an impor-
tant conversation about protecting 
Puget Sound and honoring Billy Frank 
Jr. 

Madam Speaker, the Snoqualmie 
Tribe, from your district, visited with 
me just today. That is a Tribe that is 
very important in our region, and in 
their ancestral homelands is where I 
almost proposed to my wife before I 
chickened out. 

These communities have shown us 
the importance of caring for iconic 
natural resources like salmon and 
shellfish that are found throughout the 
Pacific Northwest and have fought to 
protect our land and waters, not just 
for themselves, but for future genera-
tions. 

They have shown all of us the impor-
tance of honoring and respecting the 
role of our elders, and never forgetting 
the time-honored traditions that are 
passed down. 

They have defended our freedom by 
putting on the uniform of the United 
States military. They play a key role 
in driving our local economies. 

This month, Native American Herit-
age Month, reminds us that we have an 
opportunity to build a foundation of 
cooperation as partners to secure a 
brighter future for Tribes, not just in 
the Pacific Northwest, but all around 
this country. 

Unfortunately, the Federal Govern-
ment has failed to uphold the promises 
made to these communities far too 
often. So, today, as we mark Native 
American Heritage Month, I want to 
affirm my commitment, and I think all 
of my colleagues want to affirm their 
commitments, to ensuring that the 
Federal Government honors its treaty 
and trust obligations. 

I am grateful that earlier today the 
House Natural Resources Committee 
held an oversight hearing on the recent 
U.S. Commission on Civil Rights report 
called: ‘‘Broken Promises: Continuing 
Federal Funding Shortfall for Native 
Americans.’’ 

A couple of years back I called on the 
Commission on Civil Rights to produce 
this report, to give Congress a roadmap 
for how to meet its treaty and trust ob-
ligations for Indian Country. I am 
proud to see Congress taking concrete 
steps to address the recommendations 
outlined in this report. 

The decisions we make today should 
be with an eye toward how they will af-
fect our children seven generations 
into the future. So I want to invite 
those at home and my colleagues to 
join us in celebrating the history and 
culture of our Tribes and all Tribes 
around this country. 

Let’s recommit to working with our 
Tribal partners to make a brighter fu-
ture for all. 

Ms. HAALAND. Madam Speaker, I 
yield to the gentlewoman from Wis-
consin (Ms. MOORE), my friend and col-
league. 

Ms. MOORE. Madam Speaker, I 
thank the gentlewoman from New Mex-
ico for yielding. 

I am so very pleased to join my col-
league, DEB HAALAND, as one of the 
first Native American women—it is 
about time—to join this body in cele-
brating Native American Heritage 
Month. 

It is fitting here in November, as we 
think about Thanksgiving, to celebrate 
Native American Heritage Month, con-
sidering the welcoming of foreigners to 
this land first inhabited by the Native 
peoples. 

This month really allows us the op-
portunity to formally remember the 
great contributions that Native Ameri-
cans have made, and they continue to 
make to bridge our communities and to 
improve our Nation. 

All you have to do is walk right down 
the street to the Smithsonian National 
Museum of the American Indian to just 
get a glimpse of the many ways that 
Native Americans have contributed to 
the fabric of our Nation, despite the 
many hardships, the broken promises, 
and trials they have faced. 

b 1645 

Indeed, as you walk through that mu-
seum, you will see the dozens and doz-
ens and dozens of documentation of the 
treaties that have been executed and 
violated in this country. 

But the rich culture and heritage of 
Native Americans have still come 
through all of these hardships. They 
have been an indelible and undeniable 
impact on the American way of life. I 
am reminded of that every single day 
in my community. 

In fact, I hail from Wisconsin, where 
Earth Day was inaugurated by the late, 
great Senator Gaylord Nelson because, 
indeed, one of the things we have 
learned in Wisconsin from our Native 
community is to have stewardship over 
our environment, one of the legacies of 
the Native peoples. 

My home State is proudly home to 11 
federally recognized Native American 
Tribes, and I am so proud of the many 
contributions that these Tribes have 
made to the cultural and economic 
richness of my State. In fact, the city 
of Milwaukee, which I represent, has a 
name that is derived from some of the 
Native brothers and sisters who inhab-
ited the region: the gathering place by 
the water, the beautiful land, or the 
pleasant land. In fact, the host com-
mittee from the Democratic National 
Convention is called the Good Land 
Committee. 

These Tribes have helped refine and 
strengthen our State. In my home city 
of Milwaukee, the Forest County Pota-
watomi Foundation has not shied away 
from helping to address some of the 
most intractable problems facing our 
communities, including high unem-
ployment, access to basic and higher 
education, ensuring better access to 
healthcare, and reducing health dis-
parities, among other things. 

I am so inspired by the dedication of 
the Forest County Potawatomi to in-
vest in Milwaukee and to give a help-
ing hand to those serving the most vul-

nerable in the broader community, 
from young children to seniors in our 
community. 

In my life as an elected official, first 
at the State level and now in Congress, 
I have had so many wonderful friends 
and allies in the Tribal community. As 
a matter of fact, I grew up in a commu-
nity where I had many friends, and I 
learned so many things from my Na-
tive friends. 

I am extremely honored to now serve 
in this body with the first Native 
American women—what a difference 
one session makes—who have been 
elected to this body and to be able to 
work across the aisle, even before they 
arrived, with concerned colleagues 
with Native backgrounds, such as Mr. 
COLE and Mr. YOUNG, on legislation to 
address the needs of Native Americans. 

Madam Speaker, I want to take just 
a few seconds, if the gentlewoman from 
New Mexico will indulge me, to rein-
force my commitment to the first peo-
ples of this Nation. As they are citizens 
of this Nation, I want to remind the 
body that Native people are dual citi-
zens. Because of their treaty rights— 
and it is in the Constitution—they are 
sovereign nations, and we ought to 
double down on our efforts of the Fed-
eral Government to fully live up to 
these trust obligations. 

Unfortunately, the history of our 
country is not the same as our aspira-
tions. Our country’s policies toward 
our Tribal communities is not a proud 
one. It actually is quite horrifying, 
which is why remembering, commemo-
rating, and celebrating our Native 
brothers and sisters is so important, in 
order to remember the great things but 
also to remind us of where we have fall-
en short so that we learn from our past 
and that our history never repeats 
itself. 

You have heard some of the things 
that my sister DEB HAALAND has talked 
about here. She talked about the abro-
gation of families and moving Native 
American people into assimilation pro-
grams. Part of that legacy has come to 
pass because we have not protected the 
sanctity of our Tribal obligations, re-
spected sovereignty, and promoted the 
political, economic, and social self-de-
termination for Native American com-
munities. This is of paramount impor-
tance if we are not to repeat the same 
negative legacy. 

As we celebrate this month, let us re-
dedicate ourselves to the numerous 
bills and initiatives that can help make 
a difference to our Native brothers and 
sisters. Let this not be just some mo-
ment, some little 5 minute or Special 
Order talking about how wonderful Na-
tive Americans are. 

One of our key legislative priorities 
this year is a strong reauthorization of 
the Violence Against Women Act. For 
too long, non-Native men could assault 
Native American women with impu-
nity. The Violence Against Women Act 
that passed the House earlier this year, 
sitting over in the Senate graveyard, 
would take more steps to end this 
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scourge by empowering Native law en-
forcement and Native courts to protect 
Native American women and children 
from domestic violence. 

The need for affordable housing in In-
dian Country cannot be overstated. 
Some of the poorest and most remote 
communities in this country are Na-
tive American communities. Native 
American elders and children are living 
in deteriorated housing with mold and 
structures that cannot protect them 
against the harsh environment. 

NAHASDA, the Native American 
Housing Assistance and Self-Deter-
mination Act, provides Tribal govern-
ments the ability to provide safe and 
affordable housing to Tribal commu-
nities that is consistent with their sta-
tus as sovereigns. We need to stop 
punting and finally undertake a real 
reauthorization to unlock the potential 
of these programs to improve housing 
for all Native Americans. I continue to 
work with House and Senate colleagues 
to find a path forward so we can finally 
have this program reauthorized. 

Ms. HAALAND. Madam Speaker, I 
yield to the gentlewoman from Florida 
(Ms. MUCARSEL-POWELL). 

Ms. MUCARSEL-POWELL. Madam 
Speaker, each November, we take time 
to reflect upon the lasting contribu-
tions of Native Americans in our coun-
try. The rich traditions and history of 
indigenous peoples shaped our Nation’s 
democracy and cultural fabric long be-
fore the writing of the Constitution. 

Today, they continue to impact all 
facets of American life and have en-
dured despite centuries of injustices. 
We must remain mindful of our past 
failures while moving forward to build 
a peaceful, mutually sustainable rela-
tionship between our government and 
Tribal nations. 

At home, in Florida’s 26th Congres-
sional District, it is an immense privi-
lege to work with the Miccosukee 
Tribe in Florida. The Miccosukee peo-
ple are dedicated to the protection of 
their homeland, the Florida Ever-
glades, and have been a crucial partner 
in the fight for clean water and the res-
toration of the natural flow of water 
from the Kissimmee River to the Flor-
ida Bay. 

I am proud to have the Miccosukee 
Tribe in my district, and I am so grate-
ful for their vital participation in the 
protection and the prosperity of south 
Florida. As our country faces new chal-
lenges, we should strive to include in-
digenous voices in our national con-
versation. 

This month, let’s commit to hon-
oring the legacy of Native nations and 
celebrating the indispensable contribu-
tions of the first Americans. 

Ms. HAALAND. Madam Speaker, I 
yield to the gentleman from Hawaii 
(Mr. CASE). 

(Mr. CASE asked and was given per-
mission to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. CASE. Madam Speaker, I deeply 
appreciate my friend and colleague 
from New Mexico leading this Special 

Hour and yielding me time to join in 
recognizing November as Native Amer-
ican Heritage Month, a time for us to 
reflect on and celebrate the rich his-
tories and diverse cultures of our Na-
tion’s indigenous peoples. 

It is said that cultural heritage is the 
sum total of the unique ways of living 
of a culture handed down from genera-
tion to generation, be they customs, 
practices, places, objects, artistic ex-
pressions, language, and values, all 
amounting to a distinct identity and 
integrity as a people. 

By that measure, most Americans 
have some familiarity with the rich 
cultural heritage of the indigenous peo-
ples of the continental United States 
and Alaska. It is indeed gratifying to 
listen to my colleagues speak of the 
rich diversity within our continental 
United States, from New Mexico to 
Florida to Washington and Wisconsin. 

As we celebrate the heritage, iden-
tity, and integrity of these great peo-
ples this month, I want to highlight 
that of another indigenous peoples of 
our country, the Native Hawaiians. 

Because of Hawaii’s geographical dis-
tance from the U.S. mainland and our 
unique history with the United States, 
most Americans are not aware of the 
almost 600,000 among us who identify, 
in whole or in part, as Native Hawai-
ian. Some 50 percent still live in my 
home State of Hawaii, and I am deeply 
humbled to represent a native group 
with such a deep and rich heritage all 
its own. 

Today’s Kanaka Maoli are descend-
ants of the original voyagers who made 
the incredible journey from Kahiki, to-
day’s Tahiti and the Marquesas, some-
where around 1,500 years ago, a full 
1,000 years before the universally rec-
ognized indigenous peoples of New Zea-
land, the Maori, arrived in Aotearoa. 

By the arrival of the West through 
Captain Cook in 1778, Native Hawaiians 
had already long developed, practiced, 
and handed down a truly unique cul-
tural heritage, from their own lan-
guage, dance, and music to customs 
and practices, values, and religion. 
They were truly their own people, in 
every sense of the word. 

However, like virtually all other in-
digenous peoples throughout our coun-
try and world, the Kanaka Maoli en-
dured cultural marginalization and dis-
crimination to the point that, by the 
middle of the 20th century, their cul-
tural heritage was at risk for extinc-
tion, as has happened with most other 
indigenous cultures throughout our 
history. 

Beginning in the mid-1960s, though, a 
renewed interest in traditional Hawai-
ian arts and culture began to emerge, 
driving deep cultural pride and resur-
gence. The ranks of prominent Native 
Hawaiians include figures such as 
George Na’ope, a kumu hula who, with 
others, brought back the study and 
practice of ancient hula. I had the 
honor of presenting ‘‘Uncle George’’ as 
a 2006 National Heritage Fellow here, 
our Nation’s highest honor in folk and 
traditional arts. 

The Hawaiian language itself had vir-
tually disappeared after statehood. But 
in 1982, a small group of Hawaiian lan-
guage educators came together and 
formed the Punana Leo preschools, 
which focused on nurturing a new gen-
eration of Native Hawaiian speakers 
through education in the Native Ha-
waiian language, the Olelo. The first 
school was established in 1984 in 
Kekaha, Kauai. Today, there are many 
such schools and thousands of Native 
Hawaiian language speakers. 

Another ancient practice prominent 
in the Hawaii renaissance was the art 
of Polynesian voyaging. Hundreds of 
years had passed since the last voyage, 
and the ancient ways of navigating had 
been lost. But in 1975, the Polynesian 
Voyaging Society built the Hokule’a, a 
traditional outrigger canoe first cap-
tained by Elia Kawika David 
Ku’ualoha, whose mission was to follow 
in the footsteps of Native Hawaiians 
and sail unaided across Polynesia. 

Today’s voyaging canoes sail freely 
across the Pacific and even around the 
world in the ancient ways, an amazing 
symbol of cultural recovery. 

These kanaka are just a few of the 
tens of thousands of Native Hawaiians 
and others who simply decided that the 
rich cultural heritage of the indigenous 
peoples of Hawaii would not die but 
would be carried forward into genera-
tions to come. Their stories, and the 
story of all Native Hawaiians, should 
not be left unrecognized by this Con-
gress, either today or in the laws of our 
country focused on indigenous peoples. 

I am honored to recognize them and 
their special contributions and legacy 
to our great country and to join all of 
my colleagues who advocate so force-
fully for our indigenous peoples. 

Madam Speaker, again, ‘‘mahalo nui 
loa,’’ thank you very much, to the gen-
tlewoman from New Mexico for bring-
ing us together to celebrate Native 
American Heritage Month. May all 
Americans reflect on the diverse cul-
tural legacy gifted to all of us by all in-
digenous peoples of our Nation. 

b 1700 

Ms. HAALAND. Madam Speaker, this 
Native American Heritage Month, let 
us pay honor and respect to those who 
came before us. Let us never forget the 
genocide and racism that is so much of 
our history. Let us all work together to 
ensure that the future for the Native 
Americans and Native Hawaiians in 
our country is as promising as it is for 
any American living here currently. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Ms. HAALAND. Madam Speaker, I 

ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days in 
which to revise and extend their re-
marks and include extraneous material 
on the subject of my Special Order. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from New Mexico? 

There was no objection. 
Ms. HAALAND. Madam Speaker, I 

yield back the balance of my time. 
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HEALTHCARE COSTS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 3, 2019, the Chair recognizes the 
gentleman from Arizona (Mr. 
SCHWEIKERT) for 30 minutes. 

Mr. SCHWEIKERT. Madam Speaker, 
my wife accuses me of not being able to 
speak without a chart, so now, when I 
am home, I walk around with a chart 
for my 4-year-old, trying to explain 
what being a good girl is. So far, it is 
not working. 

We try to do this every week, but to-
night, I am going to try to put some 
more details into last week’s presen-
tation. 

The reason I have this first board up 
is, once again, to show the math on the 
single biggest threat, I believe, to our 
country and to our society and the ab-
surdity that this body isn’t dealing 
with it. 

If you look at this chart, this is from 
the Manhattan Institute. It is now sev-
eral months old. It is the 30-year win-
dow. I am going to try to make this all 
make sense. 

If you remove Social Security and 
Medicare, we have $23 trillion in the 
bank 30 years from now. If you pull So-
cial Security and Medicare into the 
numbers, you see up on the top line, 
you are $103 trillion in debt. 

If you, then, normalize it for, I be-
lieve, inflation-adjusted dollars, con-
stant dollars, it is like $83 trillion in 
debt. You are a couple hundred percent 
of debt to GDP. You have blown up the 
society. 

Why can’t we just have an honest 
conversation that our debt driver is de-
mographics? It is the healthcare por-
tion of the demographics. How do we 
have a revolution here around the cost, 
the availability of healthcare, instead 
of the absurd conversation we have 
around this place all the time where it 
is about the financing? 

Once again, let’s be honest, the ACA, 
what many know as ObamaCare, was 
substantially a financing mechanism, 
who got subsidized, who had to pay. 
Our Republican alternative was a fi-
nancing mechanism. It was about who 
had to pay and who got subsidized in-
stead of what to pay. The what-to-pay 
discussion is so difficult because you 
really do challenge a lot of our vested 
interests, a lot of our friends, a lot of 
preconceptions. 

Just as a quick thought experiment 
to have this make sense, I think Re-
publicans and Democrats both sort of 
like the idea of telemedicine. Okay, 
great. But most of us end up thinking 
of telemedicine as I am going to grab 
my phone and talk to a nurse or a doc-
tor. You haven’t thought it through 
that, the fact of the matter is, where 
the technology is at today, you should 
have one or two body sensors on, and 
you should be talking to an avatar that 
is reading your body sensors that is 
doing an algorithm that can give you 
incredibly accurate information. That 
would crash the price of that telemedi-
cine. 

But that is hard because that isn’t 
the model that we all think of. We 
don’t future-proof our thinking of un-
derstanding where the technology is 
today. If we don’t do that, we don’t hit 
the cost breakthroughs. 

As you look at the math here, you 
will start to see about two-thirds—ac-
tually, in some ways, it becomes three- 
quarters if you work through some of 
the math—of the next 30 years is Medi-
care. It is the unfunded liabilities in 
Medicare of what we are going to spend 
and what it would cost to finance it. 

Remember, the next 5 years, just the 
growth of Social Security, Medicare, 
healthcare entitlements equals the en-
tire Defense Department. Every 10 
years—that is two full Defense Depart-
ments—is just the growth. 

The next 10 years, 91 percent of our 
spending growth will be Social Secu-
rity, Medicare, and healthcare entitle-
ments. Is that Republican or Demo-
cratic? It is just demographics. 

It is one of my great heartbreaks: 
The Ways and Means Committee, about 
3 weeks ago, moved a piece of legisla-
tion called H.R. 3—and I am going to 
try to tie this in on why the mecha-
nism in that bill is so bad for the fu-
ture disruption in healthcare to crash 
the price and make us all healthier. 

The advertised headline is: H.R. 3 is 
about reference pricing U.S. pharma-
ceuticals to the five key European 
countries, and we will adopt their pric-
ing mechanism. 

Do understand the revolution we are 
on the cusp of. A few years ago, this 
body, with a Democratic President and 
a Republican Congress, passed some-
thing called the Cures Act. We created 
new channels and other ways to fi-
nance some speedier approvals for the 
drugs that are often referred to as bio-
logics. 

We have the cure for hemophilia 
here. We are going to talk about cystic 
fibrosis and other miracles that are 
here. Remember, 5 percent of our 
brothers and sisters, the chronic popu-
lation—that 5 percent—is the majority 
of our healthcare spending. If you want 
to have a revolution in healthcare 
costs, do the two things I keep pro-
posing over and over: adopt and legal-
ize technology that allows us to be 
healthier. Legalize the data, the ability 
for the thing you blow into that tells 
you that you have the flu. Legalize it 
so it can order your antivirals. 

The technology disruption is there to 
keep us healthy. 

The other side is the revolution is 
here to cure our just horrible, debili-
tating diseases, but they are really ex-
pensive because we are dealing with 
very small populations and incredibly 
expensive research. 

The miracles are here, and God forbid 
if H.R. 3 were to become the law, the 
model itself. As you dig in and dig in 
and dig in, you understand that many 
of the things that would help us crash 
the future price of healthcare get 
ripped away from us because those cu-
rative, revolutionary biologics, small 

molecules, even some of the synthetic 
genome type pharmaceuticals, don’t 
happen. 

The logic is very simple, and we have 
seen this before in U.S. pharmaceutical 
manufacturing. If there is not the big 
reward for the really big risks, you re-
move the really big risks and just basi-
cally take today’s pharmaceutical, 
make small improvements, small ad-
justments, and that is what you mar-
ket. That is where we were 20 years 
ago, even 10 years ago. 

The disruption really has happened 
just in the last few years because of 
what we did here in this body by get-
ting the policy right and, also, tech-
nology. 

Part of the thought experiment to 
understand what those who support 
H.R. 3—you have to understand what 
you are voting for or what you are pur-
suing. 

Over the weekend, I was reading 
some of the mechanisms that are used 
in Great Britain. There is a formula. 
Let’s say you had a new pharma-
ceutical. It is being presented to the 
folks who do the pricing in the Na-
tional Health Service in Great Britain. 
How do they price it? 

One of the key aspects of their for-
mula is very simple. It says if this were 
to extend someone 1 year of healthy 
life, what is that worth? In Great Brit-
ain, it is $38,000. If this pharmaceutical 
costs $40,000 but were to give you 1 
more year of healthy life, it doesn’t get 
purchased. 

We are going to import that formula? 
Look, we need to do something with 
pharmaceutical prices, but there are 
things we can do on the financing side, 
on the incentives of the capital that 
goes in, the healthcare bond that I 
have come over and over to this floor 
and talked about as the way to finance 
the really, really expensive disruptive 
pharmaceuticals. 

When we are doing a reference pric-
ing in this pharmaceutical, if it is in 
Great Britain, it can be sold only if it 
is under that $38,000 for being healthy 
for a year. Is that really the reference 
pricing mechanism we are all ready to 
go for? It sounds great until you start 
to understand what is underneath it. 

Let’s walk through my incredible op-
timism of the technology cusp we are 
on the side of but, also, how this body 
is going to have to figure out how we 
make these cures available. 

You all saw the news, and I just put 
up this board because it is something I 
care a lot about, cystic fibrosis—only 
about 30,000 Americans. 

Some of the best efficacy drugs we 
have right now only take care of about 
6, maybe up to 20 percent of the popu-
lation. We have a breakthrough. We 
have a huge breakthrough, but it is 
going to be, at least the current model 
right now—and it is a combination of 
different drugs functionally built on 
decades of research. But it is going to 
be about $311,000 a year. 

If you suffer with this disease, does 
our society have a moral obligation to 
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you for you to have another healthy 
year where we have functionally found 
a discovery that helps basically sta-
bilize a disease where you functionally 
drown in your own lungs? What is the 
moral obligation? Are you going to test 
that up against $38,000 for 1 more year 
of good life? Because that is function-
ally what you are being asked to put 
into the formula. 

Instead, shouldn’t we be pushing for 
the next revolution of saying how we 
permanently cure these diseases so 
that 5 percent of our population, which 
is the majority of our healthcare 
spending, we start to cure our brothers 
and sisters? 

One of the other very hopeful things 
from last year is a pharmaceutical 
combination that looks like it sta-
bilizes ALS. The drug looks like it is 
going to be expensive. You may need 
one, two, or three shots a year, but it 
stabilizes you. The drug may be $100,000 
for that shot. It turns out that is dra-
matically less expensive than someone 
regressing with their ALS. I mean, if 
you have to put it on a calculator, it 
turns out this is a good investment. Do 
we intend to deny this drug? 

How about the research that is going 
on in Arizona right now? Arizona State 
University, the biggest university in 
the country and my alma mater, has a 
major project going on right now. I will 
do my best to try to describe this the 
way a couple of the researchers and 
professors have described it to me. 

We have all heard the CAR T therapy 
right now, where you can take a cancer 
you have and sort of see what titers— 
how your body is reacting to it. We fig-
ured out, with the CAR T process, let’s 
give your body the immunotherapy. 
Let’s grow those cells and go attack 
that cancer. 

We figured out that we can cure lots 
of types of cancer. There was even a 
great article out a couple of weeks ago 
on heart scar tissue. It turns out it is 
more than cancer. We can do other 
things. This is wonderful. 

But someone really smart a few years 
ago said, well, hold it. If we can build 
an immunotherapy—forgive me if I am 
mispronouncing it; I have had a lot of 
coffee today—that goes after a cancer, 
why wouldn’t we figure out lots of dif-
ferent types of cancers, look at human 
body reaction, what the T cells say, 
and build a vaccine that says, hey, it 
turns out these 16, 17 immune re-
sponses to all of these different types 
of cancer, we could turn your body on, 
educate your body like a vaccine does, 
that if one of those cancer types 
popped up in your body, you already 
have your body’s reaction ready to go 
and attack it. 

It is brilliant because we know it is 
over here. We know we can do it on the 
individual cancers. Why not now turn 
it into a vaccine that covers dozens of 
different types? 

They are working on it. This is in-
credibly expensive, incredibly high 
risk. The odds are it will not work. But 
if it does, what does it do to the health 
costs of this country? 

Do we have a moral obligation to at 
least not rip this opportunity away? 
My fear is that bills like H.R. 3 do in-
credible violence to that future that is 
incredibly optimistic. 

This slide is almost impossible to 
read, but this slide is about diabetes 
and the Medicare population. You re-
member how the first slide we were 
talking about that Medicare, in many 
ways, its cost—remember, when you 
pay your FICA tax, all we are col-
lecting in that, all your government is 
collecting in that, is really the part A, 
the hospital portion. The other parts 
are general fund spending. 

b 1715 

Turns out that 30-year projection, we 
found some data that was saying 30 
percent of that looks like it is going to 
be diabetes costs. 

Could you imagine a cure for diabe-
tes? 

Now, you have 1 and 2. We need to 
deal with obesity. We also need to fin-
ish the research that would allow pan-
creatic cells to start producing insulin, 
some way to reactivate the human 
body to basically make its own insulin. 

That revolution we actually think we 
have going in a lab right now. It is in-
credibly expensive research, and mul-
tiple, multiple, multiple lines of this 
research have failed. But that single 
cure of diabetes would have the single 
greatest fiscal impact on this country’s 
future. 

Think about it. If I come to you and 
say: Hey, take a look. Just Medicare 
and Social Security over the next 30 
years, it is like $103 trillion of debt, of 
borrowing and interest costs. If ad-
justed for current dollars, maybe it is 
around $83 trillion. Three-quarters of 
that, two-thirds of that, is just Medi-
care. If you cure diabetes, you reduce 
that by a third. 

That is an example of are we about to 
destroy our own future for great polit-
ical theater today on a formula that 
can’t work, and there are dozens of 
ways to cheat, which I won’t even go 
into today because I did that once be-
fore on the floor, walked through all 
the different ways you can cheat on 
H.R. 3. 

This isn’t Republican; this isn’t Dem-
ocrat. It is just science. It is demo-
graphics. It is math. 

Why can’t we come together, as a 
body, and say we need the disruption of 
technology over here to keep us 
healthy, and the disruption of tech-
nology over here to cure—we need to 
work out financing mechanisms and in-
centives to keep this going. And over 
here, we need to change a lot of laws, 
because a lot of this technology over 
here is actually illegal. 

One of the reasons I come to this 
floor every week is we are trying to 
convince our fellow Members and any-
one who is willing to listen: There is a 
path that our country does not have to 
fall off the debt cliff. There is a path 
our country does not have to wake up 
one day and have a debt crisis. 

We have offered pieces of legislation, 
everything from how to manage parts 
of the debt, everything from long-term 
bonds to something called trills, which 
is like an equity interest in debt as a 
way to provide some stability, some 
robustness in the capital markets, all 
the way to actually building a layered 
policy that has everything from tax, 
regulatory, immigration, trade policies 
that maximize economic growth to in-
centives for individuals to be in the 
labor force—we have done lots of pres-
entations on the floor of those—incen-
tives to change the rules around tech-
nology, and that is partially what we 
are talking about today, incentives for 
older workers to not instantly lose 
benefits or not have their benefits de-
cline where there is a disincentive not 
to work. 

We need our brothers and sisters in 
the labor force because this next chart 
is really, really important. Remember, 
this is only 1998 to 2028, and it is a lit-
tle hard at this angle. 

But understand, if you and I were 
here, 1998—it doesn’t feel like it is that 
long ago. If you were to look at the 
youngest quartiles, let’s say the 16 to 
24s, it was 15.9 percent of our popu-
lation. In 8 years, 9 years, it is only 
111⁄2 percent of our population. 

Understand the demographic winds 
we are driving into. And this is why so 
many of the economists, before we did 
the tax reform, came to us and said: 
DAVID, we know we need to fix the cor-
porate Tax Code. President Obama has 
talked about this his whole time here. 
But you can’t grow that much. You 
can’t produce healthy labor markets 
because you are getting too old as a so-
ciety. 

Well, it turns out that is wrong. It 
turns out we are breaking almost all 
the rules of all the economic textbooks 
I grew up with. But this chart is crit-
ical to understand. 

So, if you take a look at the top 
quartile here, which is 55 years and 
older—1998, it is not that long ago. 
That was 12.4 percent of the popu-
lation. In 8 years, it is 25.2 percent of 
the population. 

Do you see a trend here? Because I 
swear to you, it feels like Congress 
didn’t know there were baby boomers 
that were going to start turning 65. 

I swear to you, if you think about 
this place and the crazy debates we 
have, the childish math that is brought 
here, where people just make stuff up— 
I am sorry. It is one of our running 
jokes in our family that I went to Con-
gress, a place that doesn’t own a calcu-
lator. 

This drives all our policy. This is 
what drives the costs in Social Secu-
rity, Medicare. This is what drives our 
debt. 

There are things we can do to grow 
the economy and provide, if we intend 
to keep our promises, but my fear is 
the immediate satiation of rage and 
politics in this body blinds us to the 
thing that is most important for all of 
us. 
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So, once again, when we did tax re-

form, we were told the two fragilities 
that were going to keep it from actu-
ally working. One was capital stock. 
Well, it turns out all the economists 
got that wrong. Turns out capital 
stock, Americans saved a lot more of 
the tax reform dollars than we ever 
modeled for. 

Turns out that the repatriation—you 
saw the report, and this is from, I 
think, a full quarter ago—$140 billion 
more came in than we ever modeled. 
And also, because we have such a 
healthy economy, capital is coming in 
from all over the world. 

It turns out the United States is 
awash in capital. We broke the formula 
on capital stocks, so there is investable 
capital to invest in people and their 
ideas and the growth. 

But the other fragility we ran into 
that all the fancy economists were tell-
ing us is labor availability: DAVID, you 
can’t get, really, over 61 percent labor 
force participation next year. As a 
matter of fact, our model predicts we 
are going to start to fall under 60. 

You have got to understand, we are 
getting so old, and there are so many 
problems with millennials and millen-
nial males. And let’s face it, we have to 
deal with the realities of opioid and 
other types of addiction in our society. 

And they were right, except they 
were wrong on the actual numbers. We 
now have blown through 63—what was 
it?—63.3 percent labor force participa-
tion in the last report. 

I know this is geeky, but it is a big 
deal. It is a demonstration that, if we 
can grow, if we can encourage our 
brothers and sisters to be in the labor 
force—and it does mean this body 
needs to change many of the rules to 
make it easier and not a fiscal cliff on 
someone’s benefits to go into the labor 
force. We are going to have to adopt 
the technology that scares and creates 
disruption. 

And the simple thought experiment I 
will give you, Madam Speaker: Did you 
go to Blockbuster Video last weekend? 
Of course not. It is sort of silly, but it 
is the same thing. 

Doesn’t it feel like we all woke up 
one night and, instead of going and get-
ting the little silver disk, we go home 
and hit a button and we watch Netflix 
or HBO Go, now Disney. 

The fact of the matter is, in that 
world, we allowed the disruptive tech-
nologies to become part of our lives. 
We need to do that same thing. We 
need to change many of the incentives 
for older workers to be in the labor 
force. And then the Holy Grail, which 
will be very difficult, is: Do we need to 
change some of the incentives within 
the benefits themselves? 

Remember, these are earned benefits. 
We have a societal contract with those 
who have become older. 

Are there incentives and things we 
can design into that to actually help 
on the demographic actuarial curve? 
There are, and we have actually talked 
about those on this floor. 

So this chart here is just a very sim-
ple one to talk about labor force par-
ticipation, and you have got to under-
stand there is a math miracle here. 

Is it possible to have 164,000 people 
enter a labor market when you are al-
ready down to 3.6 percent unemploy-
ment? I will tell you, lots of the econo-
mists would have said no. At that 
point, you have hit full employment. 
There are not even that many available 
workers. What we are seeing is workers 
who are not looking, so they are not in 
that unemployment number, coming 
back into the labor force. 

That actually tells you we have this 
thing called elasticity. It also means 
the growth curve is still ahead of us. If 
we can hit that curve and keep rising, 
we can do amazing things. 

And so, to the tie-in slide, I am try-
ing to make the point—I know this 
slide is getting a little beaten on. I am 
trying to make the point for anyone 
who will listen, there is a path, but it 
is not a path where you get to do one 
or two shiny objects. We have to do all 
the policies together because they 
interlink. 

What we do in tax reform has things 
to do with labor participation. Labor 
participation will have effects on your 
immigration needs and moving to a 
talent-based immigration system. 

Well, it turns out those will actually 
have effects on family formation. It all 
ties together. 

And this body, we are now in our 11th 
month, and we have done nothing. We 
have functionally done nothing of 
value for this country. We should be 
ashamed. 

I have a 4-year-old daughter. The rea-
son I ran again, the reason I am going 
to run again is I am going to find some 
way that her future will be better than 
mine. I will find some way to have our 
brothers and sisters understand the 
basic math, that there is a path. 

But doing crazy, doing rage, doing 
anger, doing just theater doesn’t get us 
anywhere. There is a path, and it turns 
out this stuff isn’t Republican or Dem-
ocrat. It is just good policy. 

So, Madam Speaker, thank you for 
tolerating me, and, Dear Lord, I hope 
we are starting to make some progress 
here. 

I yield back the balance of my time. 
f 

SENATE BILL REFERRED 

A bill of the Senate of the following 
title was taken from the Speaker’s 
table and, under the rule, referred as 
follows: 

S. 2071. An act to repeal certain obsolete 
laws relating to Indians; to the Committee 
on Natural Resources. 

f 

ADJOURNMENT 

Mr. SCHWEIKERT. Madam Speaker, 
I move that the House do now adjourn. 

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 5 o’clock and 27 minutes 
p.m.), under its previous order, the 
House adjourned until tomorrow, 

Wednesday, November 20, 2019, at 10 
a.m. for morning-hour debate. 

f 

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS, 
ETC. 

Under clause 2 of rule XIV, executive 
communications were taken from the 
Speaker’s table and referred as follows: 

3006. A letter from the FPAC-BC, Com-
modity Credit Corporation, Department of 
Agriculture, transmitting the Department’s 
interim rule — Conservation Stewardship 
Program (CSP) Interim Rule [Docket No.: 
NRCS-2019-0020] (RIN: 0578-AA67) received 
November 13, 2019, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Agriculture. 

3007. A letter from the Secretary, Depart-
ment of Agriculture, transmitting a report 
of a violation of the Antideficiency Act, pur-
suant to 31 U.S.C. 1351; Public Law 97-258; (96 
Stat. 926); to the Committee on Appropria-
tions. 

3008. A letter from the General Counsel, Of-
fice of Information and Regulatory Affairs, 
Office of Federal Procurement Policy, Office 
of Management and Budget, transmitting 
two notifications of a designation of acting 
officer, a nomination, and an action on nom-
ination, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 3349(a); Public 
Law 105-277, 151(b); (112 Stat. 2681-614); to the 
Committee on Oversight and Reform. 

3009. A letter from the Attorney-Advisor, 
Office of the Secretary, Department of 
Transportation, transmitting a notification 
of a designation of acting officer, pursuant 
to 5 U.S.C. 3349(a); Public Law 105-277, 151(b); 
(112 Stat. 2681-614); to the Committee on 
Oversight and Reform. 

3010. A letter from the General Counsel, 
U.S. Merit Systems Protection Board, trans-
mitting the Board’s letter stating the find-
ings of the audit of financial statements for 
fiscal years ending September 30, 2018, and 
September 30, 2017, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. app. 
8G(h)(2); Public Law 95-452, Sec. 8G(h)(2) (as 
added by Public Law 100-504, Sec. 104(a)); (102 
Stat. 2525); to the Committee on Oversight 
and Reform. 

3011. A letter from the Alternate OSD 
FRLO, Office of the Secretary, Department 
of Defense, transmitting the Department’s 
final rule — Federal Voting Assistance Pro-
gram (FVAP) [Docket ID: DOD-2019-OS-0103] 
(RIN: 0790-AI27) received November 14, 2019, 
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 
104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Com-
mittee on House Administration. 

3012. A letter from the Acting Director, Of-
fice of Sustainable Fisheries, NMFS, Na-
tional Oceanic and Atmospheric Administra-
tion, transmitting the Administration’s tem-
porary rule — Fisheries of the Exclusive Eco-
nomic Zone Off Alaska; Pacific Cod in the 
Aleutian Islands Subarea of the Bering Sea 
and Aleutian Islands Management Area 
[Docket No.: 180713633-9174-02] (RIN: 0648- 
XY019) received November 14, 2019, pursuant 
to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, 
Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on 
Natural Resources. 

3013. A letter from the Director, Office of 
Sustainable Fisheries, NMFS, National Oce-
anic and Atmospheric Administration, trans-
mitting the Administration’s temporary rule 
— Fisheries of the Exclusive Economic Zone 
Off Alaska; Reallocation of Pacific Cod in 
the Bering Sea and Aleutian Islands Manage-
ment Area [Docket No.: 180713633-9174-02] 
(RIN: 0648-XY006) received November 14, 2019, 
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 
104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Com-
mittee on Natural Resources. 

3014. A letter from the Director, Office of 
Sustainable Fisheries, NMFS, National Oce-
anic and Atmospheric Administration, trans-
mitting the Administration’s temporary rule 
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— Coastal Migratory Pelagic Resources of 
the Gulf of Mexico and Atlantic Region; 
Commercial Closure for Atlantic Spanish 
Mackerel in the Northern Zone [Docket No.: 
140722613-4908-02] (RIN: 0648-XS007) received 
November 14, 2019, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Natural Re-
sources. 

3015. A letter from the Deputy Assistant 
Administrator for Regulatory Programs, 
NMFS, Office of Law Enforcement — Head-
quarters, National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration, transmitting the Adminis-
tration’s proposed rule — Requirements of 
the Vessel Monitoring System Type-Ap-
proval [Docket No.: 160908833-7999-01] (RIN: 
0648-BG34) received November 14, 2019, pursu-
ant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104- 
121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee 
on Natural Resources. 

3016. A letter from the Deputy Assistant 
Administrator, NMFS, Office of Sustainable 
Fisheries, National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration, transmitting the Adminis-
tration’s final rule — Fisheries of the North-
eastern United States; Golden Tilefish Fish-
ery; 2020 Specifications [Docket No.: 191007- 
0057] (RIN: 0648-XX009) received October 28, 
2019, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public 
Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the 
Committee on Natural Resources. 

3017. A letter from the Director, Office of 
Sustainable Fisheries, NMFS, National Oce-
anic and Atmospheric Administration, trans-
mitting the Administration’s temporary rule 
— Fisheries of the Exclusive Economic Zone 
Off Alaska; Exchange of Flatfish in the Ber-
ing Sea and Aleutian Islands Management 
Area [Docket No.: 180713633-9174-02] (RIN: 
0648-XY041) received October 28, 2019, pursu-
ant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104- 
121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee 
on Natural Resources. 

3018. A letter from the Deputy Assistant 
Administrator, NMFS, Office of Sustainable 
Fisheries, National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration, transmitting the Adminis-
tration’s final rule — Fisheries of the North-
eastern United States; Summer Flounder, 
Scup, Black Sea Bass, and Atlantic Bluefish 
Fisheries; 2020-2021 Specifications [Docket 
No.: 191002-0052] (RIN: 0648-XH043) received 
October 28, 2019, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Natural Re-
sources. 

3019. A letter from the Management and 
Program Analyst, FAA, Department of 
Transportation, transmitting the Depart-
ment’s final rule — Airworthiness Direc-
tives; Airbus SAS Airplanes [Docket No.: 
FAA-2019-0439; Product Identifier 2019-NM- 
037-AD; Amendment 39-19779; AD 2019-21-13] 
(RIN: 2120-AA64) received November 15, 2019, 
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 
104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Com-
mittee on Transportation and Infrastruc-
ture. 

3020. A letter from the Management and 
Program Analyst, FAA, Department of 
Transportation, transmitting the Depart-
ment’s final rule — Airworthiness Direc-
tives; Airbus SAS Airplanes [Docket No.: 
FAA-2019-0485; Product Identifier 2019-NM- 
064-AD; Amendment 39-19757; AD 2019-20-04] 
(RIN: 2120-AA64) received November 15, 2019, 
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 
104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Com-
mittee on Transportation and Infrastruc-
ture. 

3021. A letter from the Management and 
Program Analyst, FAA, Department of 
Transportation, transmitting the Depart-
ment’s final rule — IFR Altitudes; Miscella-
neous Amendments [Docket No.: 31282; 
Amdt. No.: 549] received November 15, 2019, 
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 

104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Com-
mittee on Transportation and Infrastruc-
ture. 

3022. A letter from the Management and 
Program Analyst, FAA, Department of 
Transportation, transmitting the Depart-
ment’s final rule — Amendment of Class D 
and Class E Airspace, and Establishment of 
Class E Airspace; Spokane, WA [Docket No.: 
FAA-2018-0686; Airspace Docket No.: 18-ANM- 
10] (RIN: 2120-AA66) received November 15, 
2019, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public 
Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the 
Committee on Transportation and Infra-
structure. 

3023. A letter from the Management and 
Program Analyst, FAA, Department of 
Transportation, transmitting the Depart-
ment’s final rule — Airworthiness Direc-
tives; The Boeing Company Airplanes [Dock-
et No.: FAA-2019-0583; Product Identifier 
2019-NM-063-AD; Amendment 39-19780; AD 
2019-22-01] (RIN: 2120-AA64) received Novem-
ber 15, 2019, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); 
Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to 
the Committee on Transportation and Infra-
structure. 

3024. A letter from the Management and 
Program Analyst, FAA, Department of 
Transportation, transmitting the Depart-
ment’s final rule — Airworthiness Direc-
tives; The Boeing Company Airplanes [Dock-
et No.: FAA-2019-0866; Product Identifier 
2019-NM-174-AD; Amendment 39-19789; AD 
2019-22-10] (RIN: 2120-AA64) received Novem-
ber 15, 2019, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); 
Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to 
the Committee on Transportation and Infra-
structure. 

3025. A letter from the Management and 
Program Analyst, FAA, Department of 
Transportation, transmitting the Depart-
ment’s final rule — Airworthiness Direc-
tives; Bombardier, Inc., Airplanes [Docket 
No.: FAA-2019-0582; Product Identifier 2019- 
NM-034-AD; Amendment 39-19769; AD 2019-21- 
03] (RIN: 2120-AA64) received November 15, 
2019, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public 
Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the 
Committee on Transportation and Infra-
structure. 

3026. A letter from the Management and 
Program Analyst, FAA, Department of 
Transportation, transmitting the Depart-
ment’s final rule — Airworthiness Direc-
tives; Aviointeriors S.p.A. Centaurus Pas-
senger Seats [Docket No.: FAA-2019-0557; 
Product Identifier 2019-NE-17-AD; Amend-
ment 39-19775; AD 2019-21-09] (RIN: 2120-AA64) 
received November 15, 2019, pursuant to 5 
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 
251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on 
Transportation and Infrastructure. 

3027. A letter from the Management and 
Program Analyst, FAA, Department of 
Transportation, transmitting the Depart-
ment’s final rule — Airworthiness Direc-
tives; Airbus SAS Airplanes [Docket No.: 
FAA-2019-0254; Product Identifier 2019-NM- 
011-AD; Amendment 39-19763; AD 2019-20-10] 
(RIN: 2120-AA64) received November 15, 2019, 
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 
104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Com-
mittee on Transportation and Infrastruc-
ture. 

3028. A letter from the Management and 
Program Analyst, FAA, Department of 
Transportation, transmitting the Depart-
ment’s final rule — Airworthiness Direc-
tives; Bombardier, Inc., Airplanes [Docket 
No.: FAA-2019-0436; Product Identifier 2019- 
NM-014-AD; Amendment 39-19744; AD 2019-19- 
08] (RIN: 2120-AA64) received November 15, 
2019, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public 
Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the 
Committee on Transportation and Infra-
structure. 

3029. A letter from the Management and 
Program Analyst, FAA, Department of 

Transportation, transmitting the Depart-
ment’s final rule — Airworthiness Direc-
tives; Airbus SAS Airplanes [Docket No.: 
FAA-2018-0807; Product Identifier 2018-NM- 
003-AD; Amendment 39-19674; AD 2019-13-01] 
(RIN: 2120-AA64) received November 15, 2019, 
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 
104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Com-
mittee on Transportation and Infrastruc-
ture. 

3030. A letter from the Management and 
Program Analyst, FAA, Department of 
Transportation, transmitting the Depart-
ment’s final rule — Airworthiness Direc-
tives; Ipeco Pilot and Co-Pilot Seats [Docket 
No.: FAA-2019-0260; Product Identifier 2017- 
NE-13-AD; Amendment 39-19722; AD 2019-21- 
06] (RIN: 2120-AA64) received November 15, 
2019, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public 
Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the 
Committee on Transportation and Infra-
structure. 

3031. A letter from the Management and 
Program Analyst, FAA, Department of 
Transportation, transmitting the Depart-
ment’s final rule — Airworthiness Direc-
tives; Gulfstream Aerospace Corporation 
Airplanes [Docket No.: FAA-2018-0690; Prod-
uct Identifier 2018-CE-022-AD; Amendment 
39-19761; AD 2019-20-08] (RIN: 2120-AA64) re-
ceived November 15, 2019, pursuant to 5 
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 
251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on 
Transportation and Infrastructure. 

3032. A letter from the Division Director, 
Division of Policy, Legislation, and Regula-
tion, Employment and Training Administra-
tion, Department of Labor, transmitting the 
Department’s final rule — Modernizing Re-
cruitment Requirements for the Temporary 
Employment of H-2B Foreign Workers in the 
United States [DOL Docket No.: ETA-2018- 
0003] (RIN: 1205-AB91) received November 15, 
2019, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public 
Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); jointly 
to the Committees on Education and Labor 
and the Judiciary. 

f 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES ON 
PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS 
Under clause 2 of rule XIII, reports of 

committees were delivered to the Clerk 
for printing and reference to the proper 
calendar, as follows: 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi: Committee 
on Homeland Security. H.R. 3469. A bill to di-
rect the Transportation Security Adminis-
tration to carry out covert testing and risk 
mitigation improvement of aviation security 
operations, and for other purposes (Rept. 116– 
298). Referred to the Committee of the Whole 
House on the state of the Union. 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi: Committee 
on Homeland Security. H.R. 4402. A bill to 
require the Secretary of Homeland Security 
to conduct an inland waters threat analysis, 
and for other purposes (Rept. 116–299). Re-
ferred to the Committee of the Whole House 
on the state of the Union. 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi: Committee 
on Homeland Security. H.R. 4713. A bill to 
amend the Homeland Security Act of 2002 to 
make certain improvements in the Office for 
Civil Rights and Civil Liberties of the De-
partment of Homeland Security, and for 
other purposes; with an amendment (Rept. 
116–300). Referred to the Committee of the 
Whole House on the state of the Union. 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi: Committee 
on Homeland Security. H.R. 4753. A bill to 
prohibit the Secretary of Homeland Security 
from operating or procuring foreign-made 
unmanned aircraft systems, and for other 
purposes (Rept. 116–301). Referred to the 
Committee of the Whole House on the state 
of the Union. 
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Mr. DESAULNIER: Committee on Rules. H. 

Res. 713. A resolution providing for consider-
ation of the bill (H.R. 1309) to direct the Sec-
retary of Labor to issue an occupational 
safety and health standard that requires cov-
ered employers within the health care and 
social service industries to develop and im-
plement a comprehensive workplace violence 
prevention plan, and for other purposes; pro-
viding for proceedings during the period 
from November 22, 2019, through December 2, 
2019; and providing for consideration of mo-
tions to suspend the rules (Rept. 116–302). Re-
ferred to the House Calendar. 

f 

PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS 

Under clause 2 of rule XII, public 
bills and resolutions of the following 
titles were introduced and severally re-
ferred, as follows: 

By Mr. HORSFORD (for himself, Mr. 
HIGGINS of New York, Ms. SÁNCHEZ, 
Mr. SUOZZI, Mr. BEYER, Mr. PANETTA, 
Ms. DELBENE, Mr. BLUMENAUER, and 
Ms. MOORE): 

H.R. 5154. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to include geothermal en-
ergy in the 30 percent energy credit; to the 
Committee on Ways and Means. 

By Mr. SCHNEIDER (for himself, Mr. 
SUOZZI, Ms. SÁNCHEZ, Mr. DANNY K. 
DAVIS of Illinois, Mr. BEYER, Mr. PA-
NETTA, Mr. BLUMENAUER, and Ms. 
MOORE): 

H.R. 5155. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to include waste energy re-
covery property in the energy credit; to the 
Committee on Ways and Means. 

By Ms. SEWELL of Alabama (for her-
self, Mr. SUOZZI, Ms. SÁNCHEZ, Mr. 
PANETTA, and Ms. MOORE): 

H.R. 5156. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to extend the credit for 
carbon oxide sequestration; to the Com-
mittee on Ways and Means. 

By Mr. BLUMENAUER (for himself, 
Mr. SUOZZI, Ms. SÁNCHEZ, Mr. DANNY 
K. DAVIS of Illinois, Ms. MOORE, Mr. 
HORSFORD, Mr. BEYER, Mr. PANETTA, 
Ms. DELBENE, and Mr. GOMEZ): 

H.R. 5157. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to provide for elective pay-
ments for energy property and electricity 
produced from certain renewable resources; 
to the Committee on Ways and Means. 

By Ms. MOORE (for herself, Mr. 
O’HALLERAN, Mr. HIGGINS of New 
York, Mr. SUOZZI, Mr. HORSFORD, Mr. 
PANETTA, Mr. BLUMENAUER, Ms. 
DELBENE, and Ms. SÁNCHEZ): 

H.R. 5158. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to provide for elective pay-
ments to Indian tribal governments for en-
ergy property and electricity produced from 
certain renewable resources; to the Com-
mittee on Ways and Means. 

By Ms. MOORE (for herself, Mr. SUOZZI, 
Mr. DANNY K. DAVIS of Illinois, Ms. 
SÁNCHEZ, Mr. BEYER, Mr. HORSFORD, 
Mr. PANETTA, Mr. EVANS, Mr. GOMEZ, 
Mr. BLUMENAUER, and Mr. DOGGETT): 

H.R. 5159. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to include home energy au-
dits in the nonbusiness energy property cred-
it; to the Committee on Ways and Means. 

By Mr. BLUMENAUER (for himself, 
Mr. SUOZZI, Ms. SÁNCHEZ, Mr. DANNY 
K. DAVIS of Illinois, Mr. HORSFORD, 
Mr. BEYER, Mr. PANETTA, Mr. SCHNEI-
DER, Mr. EVANS, Mr. DOGGETT, and 
Ms. MOORE): 

H.R. 5160. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to modify the energy effi-
cient commercial buildings deduction; to the 
Committee on Ways and Means. 

By Mr. GOMEZ (for himself, Mr. BLU-
MENAUER, Ms. DELBENE, Mr. SUOZZI, 
Ms. MOORE, Mr. PANETTA, Mr. EVANS, 
Mr. BEYER, and Ms. SÁNCHEZ): 

H.R. 5161. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to provide a credit for pre-
viously-owned qualified plug-in electric drive 
motor vehicles; to the Committee on Ways 
and Means. 

By Mr. BEYER (for himself, Mr. PA-
NETTA, Ms. SÁNCHEZ, Ms. MOORE, Mr. 
BLUMENAUER, and Mr. KILDEE): 

H.R. 5162. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to provide for a credit for 
zero-emission heavy vehicles; to the Com-
mittee on Ways and Means. 

By Mr. PANETTA (for himself, Ms. 
BROWNLEY of California, Mr. BEYER, 
Mr. SUOZZI, Ms. JUDY CHU of Cali-
fornia, Ms. SÁNCHEZ, Mr. DANNY K. 
DAVIS of Illinois, Ms. DELBENE, and 
Mr. BLUMENAUER): 

H.R. 5163. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to provide for a credit for 
zero-emission buses; to the Committee on 
Ways and Means. 

By Mr. DOGGETT (for himself and Ms. 
DELBENE): 

H.R. 5164. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to modify the alternative 
fuel refueling property credit; to the Com-
mittee on Ways and Means. 

By Mr. BRENDAN F. BOYLE of Penn-
sylvania (for himself, Ms. SÁNCHEZ, 
Mr. SUOZZI, Mr. PANETTA, Mr. BLU-
MENAUER, Mr. GOMEZ, and Ms. 
MOORE): 

H.R. 5165. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to extend the advanced en-
ergy project credit; to the Committee on 
Ways and Means. 

By Ms. SÁNCHEZ (for herself, Mr. 
SUOZZI, Mr. DANNY K. DAVIS of Illi-
nois, Ms. DELBENE, Mr. PANETTA, Mr. 
BRENDAN F. BOYLE of Pennsylvania, 
Ms. MOORE, and Mr. BLUMENAUER): 

H.R. 5166. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to provide a credit for the 
labor costs of installing mechanical insula-
tion property; to the Committee on Ways 
and Means. 

By Mr. LEWIS (for himself, Mr. EVANS, 
Mr. GOMEZ, Mr. SUOZZI, Ms. SEWELL 
of Alabama, Ms. SÁNCHEZ, Mr. DANNY 
K. DAVIS of Illinois, Ms. MOORE, Mr. 
PANETTA, Mr. BRENDAN F. BOYLE of 
Pennsylvania, Mr. BLUMENAUER, Ms. 
DELBENE, and Ms. JUDY CHU of Cali-
fornia): 

H.R. 5167. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to provide a credit for 
qualified environmental justice programs; to 
the Committee on Ways and Means. 

By Mr. DANNY K. DAVIS of Illinois 
(for himself, Mr. SUOZZI, Ms. 
SÁNCHEZ, Ms. MOORE, Mr. PANETTA, 
and Mr. BLUMENAUER): 

H.R. 5168. A bill to require the Secretary of 
the Treasury to submit a a report to Con-
gress regarding the Greenhouse Gas Report-
ing Program; to the Committee on Energy 
and Commerce. 

By Mr. SPANO (for himself and Ms. 
GABBARD): 

H.R. 5169. A bill to amend title 10, United 
States Code, to improve the TRICARE pro-
gram for certain members of the Retired Re-
serves of the reserve components; to the 
Committee on Armed Services. 

By Mr. CARBAJAL (for himself, Mr. 
KATKO, Mr. CARTWRIGHT, and Mr. 
FITZPATRICK): 

H.R. 5170. A bill to require the Secretary of 
Transportation to modify the final rule re-
lating to flightcrew member duty and rest 
requirements for passenger operations of air 
carriers to apply to all-cargo operations of 
air carriers, and for other purposes; to the 

Committee on Transportation and Infra-
structure. 

By Ms. DEAN: 
H.R. 5171. A bill to permanently authorize 

the National Advisory Committee on Institu-
tional Quality and Integrity; to the Com-
mittee on Education and Labor. 

By Ms. SEWELL of Alabama (for her-
self, Mr. MCKINLEY, and Mr. BRIN-
DISI): 

H.R. 5172. A bill to amend title XVIII of the 
Social Security Act to combat the opioid cri-
sis by promoting access to non-opioid treat-
ments in the hospital outpatient setting; to 
the Committee on Energy and Commerce, 
and in addition to the Committee on Ways 
and Means, for a period to be subsequently 
determined by the Speaker, in each case for 
consideration of such provisions as fall with-
in the jurisdiction of the committee con-
cerned. 

By Mr. VEASEY (for himself, Mr. 
WRIGHT, Mr. MCCAUL, Mr. CURTIS, 
Mr. GONZALEZ of Texas, Mr. CUELLAR, 
Ms. JACKSON LEE, Ms. GRANGER, Ms. 
HOULAHAN, Mr. GOODEN, Mr. GRAVES 
of Louisiana, Mr. BABIN, Mr. CREN-
SHAW, Mr. VELA, Mr. RESCHENTHALER, 
Mr. HURD of Texas, Mr. ALLRED, and 
Mr. OLSON): 

H.R. 5173. A bill to authorize the National 
Medal of Honor Museum Foundation to es-
tablish a commemorative work in the Dis-
trict of Columbia or its environs, and for 
other purposes; to the Committee on Natural 
Resources, and in addition to the Committee 
on Armed Services, for a period to be subse-
quently determined by the Speaker, in each 
case for consideration of such provisions as 
fall within the jurisdiction of the committee 
concerned. 

By Mr. CURTIS: 
H.R. 5174. A bill to amend the Immigration 

and Nationality Act to provide for a State- 
sponsored nonimmigrant pilot program, and 
for other purposes; to the Committee on the 
Judiciary, and in addition to the Committees 
on Education and Labor, Ways and Means, 
Agriculture, Financial Services, and Energy 
and Commerce, for a period to be subse-
quently determined by the Speaker, in each 
case for consideration of such provisions as 
fall within the jurisdiction of the committee 
concerned. 

By Mr. CRAWFORD (for himself, Mr. 
GRAVES of Missouri, Mr. BOST, Mr. 
WEBER of Texas, Mrs. MILLER, Mr. 
GIBBS, Mr. PENCE, Mr. YOUNG, Mr. 
BABIN, Mr. PERRY, Mr. RODNEY DAVIS 
of Illinois, Mr. STAUBER, Mr. 
BALDERSON, Mr. LAMALFA, Mr. 
SPANO, Mr. MEADOWS, Mr. WOODALL, 
Mr. KATKO, and Miss GONZÁLEZ- 
COLÓN of Puerto Rico): 

H.R. 5175. A bill to amend title 49, United 
States Code, to provide enhanced safety in 
pipeline transportation, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Transportation 
and Infrastructure, and in addition to the 
Committee on Energy and Commerce, for a 
period to be subsequently determined by the 
Speaker, in each case for consideration of 
such provisions as fall within the jurisdic-
tion of the committee concerned. 

By Ms. JUDY CHU of California (for 
herself, Mr. SARBANES, Mr. BLU-
MENAUER, Mr. CISNEROS, Ms. 
BARRAGÁN, Ms. CLARKE of New York, 
Ms. LEE of California, Mr. NEGUSE, 
and Mr. GRIJALVA): 

H.R. 5176. A bill to amend the National and 
Community Service Act of 1990 to establish a 
climate resiliency service corps to help com-
munities withstand and respond to changes 
in the Earth’s climate with respect to nat-
ural disasters, and for other purposes; to the 
Committee on Education and Labor. 

By Mrs. BEATTY (for herself, Ms. 
MENG, Ms. WILSON of Florida, Mr. 
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COHEN, Mrs. DINGELL, Ms. CLARKE of 
New York, Ms. NORTON, and Ms. 
OCASIO-CORTEZ): 

H.R. 5177. A bill to amend the Runaway 
and Homeless Youth Act to permit services 
provided by grant recipients to include pro-
vision of sanitary napkins and tampons; to 
the Committee on Education and Labor. 

By Mr. BURCHETT (for himself, Mr. 
CASE, and Mr. WOMACK): 

H.R. 5178. A bill to amend the Congres-
sional Budget Act of 1974 to provide for pro-
cedures to meet a target ratio of public debt 
to gross domestic product, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Rules, and in ad-
dition to the Committee on the Budget, for a 
period to be subsequently determined by the 
Speaker, in each case for consideration of 
such provisions as fall within the jurisdic-
tion of the committee concerned. 

By Mr. GALLEGO (for himself, Ms. 
HAALAND, and Mr. LUJÁN): 

H.R. 5179. A bill to require the Secretary of 
the Interior to establish Tribal Wildlife Cor-
ridors, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Natural Resources, and in addition 
to the Committee on Agriculture, for a pe-
riod to be subsequently determined by the 
Speaker, in each case for consideration of 
such provisions as fall within the jurisdic-
tion of the committee concerned. 

By Mr. GARCÍA of Illinois (for himself, 
Ms. TLAIB, and Ms. JACKSON LEE): 

H.R. 5180. A bill to amend the Bank Hold-
ing Company Act of 1956 to restore the sepa-
ration between banking and commerce by 
prohibiting bank holding company ownership 
of nonfinancial assets, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Financial Serv-
ices. 

By Ms. KELLY of Illinois: 
H.R. 5181. A bill to amend the Omnibus 

Crime Control and Safe Streets Act of 1968 to 
authorize the Attorney General to make 
grants to States and units of local govern-
ment to deploy and implement gunfire detec-
tion and location technology, and for other 
purposes; to the Committee on the Judici-
ary. 

By Ms. MENG (for herself, Mr. BILI-
RAKIS, Ms. SPEIER, and Mr. SOTO): 

H.R. 5182. A bill to prohibit the Depart-
ment of Defense from deploying strategic as-
sets of the United States in the Republic of 
Turkey; to the Committee on Armed Serv-
ices. 

By Ms. NORTON: 
H.R. 5183. A bill to exempt breastfeeding 

women from jury duty, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on the Judiciary, 
and in addition to the Committee on Over-
sight and Reform, for a period to be subse-
quently determined by the Speaker, in each 
case for consideration of such provisions as 
fall within the jurisdiction of the committee 
concerned. 

By Mr. O’HALLERAN (for himself, 
Mrs. WAGNER, Ms. MOORE, Mrs. 
BEATTY, Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ, 
and Mr. ROUDA): 

H.R. 5184. A bill to require the Secretary of 
Housing and Urban Development to improve 
services for survivors of domestic violence, 
dating violence, sexual assault, or stalking 
and their families; to the Committee on Fi-
nancial Services. 

By Ms. OCASIO-CORTEZ (for herself, 
Ms. LEE of California, Mr. BLU-
MENAUER, Mr. DEFAZIO, Ms. PINGREE, 
Mr. NADLER, Ms. NORTON, Ms. OMAR, 
Mr. ESPAILLAT, Ms. JAYAPAL, Mr. 
COHEN, Mrs. BEATTY, Ms. PRESSLEY, 
Mr. LEVIN of Michigan, and Ms. 
TLAIB): 

H.R. 5185. A bill to provide economic em-
powerment opportunities in the United 
States through the modernization of public 
housing, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Financial Services. 

By Mrs. LOWEY: 
H. Con. Res. 75. Concurrent resolution di-

recting the Clerk of the House of Representa-
tives to make a correction in the enrollment 
of H.R. 3055; considered and agreed to. 

By Mrs. ROBY (for herself, Mr. ADER-
HOLT, Mr. BROOKS of Alabama, Mr. 
BYRNE, Mr. PALMER, Mr. ROGERS of 
Alabama, and Ms. SEWELL of Ala-
bama): 

H. Res. 711. A resolution recognizing and 
celebrating the 200th anniversary of the 
entry of Alabama into the Union as the 
twenty-second State; to the Committee on 
Oversight and Reform. 

By Mr. JEFFRIES: 
H. Res. 712. A resolution electing Members 

to certain standing committees of the House 
of Representatives and ranking Members on 
certain standing committees of the House of 
Representatives; considered and agreed to. 

By Mr. BRINDISI (for himself and Mr. 
BUDD): 

H. Res. 714. A resolution recognizing addic-
tion as a disease and supporting efforts to 
prevent, treat, and destigmatize substance 
use disorder and addiction; to the Committee 
on Energy and Commerce. 

By Mr. CARTER of Texas: 
H. Res. 715. A resolution recognizing Sur-

vivors Victory Day to celebrate and honor 
the victims and survivors of trauma; to the 
Committee on Oversight and Reform. 

By Mr. WITTMAN (for himself and 
Mrs. LURIA): 

H. Res. 716. A resolution designating the 
National Center of Excellence for research in 
coastal flooding and recurrent flooding, a 
partnership among Old Dominion University 
and William & Mary, including the Virginia 
Institute of Marine Science and the Virginia 
Coastal Policy Center at William & Mary 
Law School; to the Committee on Science, 
Space, and Technology. 

f 

CONSTITUTIONAL AUTHORITY 
STATEMENT 

Pursuant to clause 7 of rule XII of 
the Rules of the House of Representa-
tives, the following statements are sub-
mitted regarding the specific powers 
granted to Congress in the Constitu-
tion to enact the accompanying bill or 
joint resolution. 

By Mr. HORSFORD: 
H.R. 5154. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
The Congress enacts this bill pursuant to 

Sections 7 & 8 of Article I of the United 
States Constitution and Amendment XVI of 
the United States Constitution. 

By Mr. SCHNEIDER: 
H.R. 5155. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
The Congress enacts this bill pursuant to 

Sections 7 & 8 of Article I of the United 
States Constitution and Amendment XVI of 
the United States Constitution. 

By Ms. SEWELL of Alabama: 
H.R. 5156. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
The Congress enacts this bill pursuant to 

Sections 7 & 8 of Article I of the United 
States Constitution and Amendment XVI of 
the United States Constitution. 

By Mr. BLUMENAUER: 
H.R. 5157. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
The Congress enacts this bill pursuant to 

Sections 7 & 8 of Article I of the United 
States Constitution and Amendment XVI of 
the United States Constitution. 

By Ms. MOORE: 
H.R. 5158. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
The Congress enacts this bill pursuant to 

Sections 7 & 8 of Article I of the United 
States Constitution and Amendment XVI of 
the United States Constitution. 

By Ms. MOORE: 
H.R. 5159. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
The Congress enacts this bill pursuant to 

Sections 7 & 8 of Article I of the United 
States Constitution and Amendment XVI of 
the United States Constitution. 

By Mr. BLUMENAUER: 
H.R. 5160. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
The Congress enacts this bill pursuant to 

Sections 7 & 8 of Article I of the United 
States Constitution and Amendment XVI of 
the United States Constitution. 

By Mr. GOMEZ: 
H.R. 5161. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
The Congress enacts this bill pursuant to 

Sections 7 & 8 of Article I of the United 
States Constitution and Amendment XVI of 
the United States Constitution. 

By Mr. BEYER: 
H.R. 5162. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
The Congress enacts this bill pursuant to 

Sections 7 & 8 of Article I of the United 
States Constitution and Amendment XVI of 
the United States Constitution. 

By Mr. PANETTA: 
H.R. 5163. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
The Congress enacts this bill pursuant to 

Sections 7 & 8 of Article I of the United 
States Constitution and Amendment XVI of 
the United States- Constitution. 

By Mr. DOGGETT: 
H.R. 5164. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
The Congress enacts this bill pursuant to 

Sections 7 & 8 of Article I of the United 
States Constitution and Amendment XVI of 
the United States Constitution. 

By Mr. BRENDAN F. BOYLE of Penn-
sylvania: 

H.R. 5165. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
The Congress enacts this bill pursuant to 

Sections 7 & 8 of Article I of the United 
States Constitution and Amendment XVI of 
the United States Constitution. 

By Ms. SÁNCHEZ: 
H.R. 5166. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
The Congress enacts this bill pursuant to 

Sections 7 & 8 of Article I of the United 
States Constitution and Amendment XVI of 
the United States Constitution. 

By Mr. LEWIS: 
H.R. 5167. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
This bill is enacted pursuant to the power 

granted to Congress under Article I of the 
United States Constitution and its subse-
quent amendments, and further clarified and 
interpreted by the Supreme Court of the 
United States. 

By Mr. DANNY K. DAVIS of Illinois: 
H.R. 5168. 
121 Congress has the power to enact this 

legislation pursuant to the following: 
The Congress enacts this bill pursuant to 

Sections 7 & 8 of Article I of the United 
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States Constitution and Amendment XVI of 
the United States Constitution. 

By Mr. SPANO: 
H.R. 5169. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article 1, Section 8 

By Mr. CARBAJAL: 
H.R. 5170. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8, Clause 3 

By Ms. DEAN: 
H.R. 5171. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8 

By Ms. SEWELL of Alabama: 
H.R. 5172. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Clause 1 of Section 8 of Article I of the 

United States Constitution. 
By Mr. VEASEY: 

H.R. 5173. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
ARTICLE I, SECTION VIII 

By Mr. CURTIS: 
H.R. 5174. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article 1, Section 8, Clause 4 of the Con-

stitution 
By Mr. CRAWFORD: 

H.R. 5175. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8 of the United States 

Constitution, specifically Clause 3 (related 
to regulation of Commerce with foreign na-
tions and among the several States). 

By Ms. JUDY CHU of California: 
H.R. 5176. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article 1, Section 8: The Congress shall 

have Power To lay and collect Taxes, Duties, 
Imposts and Excises, to pay the Debts and 
provide for the common Defence and general 
Welfare of the United States. 

By Mrs. BEATTY: 
H.R. 5177. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8 of the U.S. Constitu-

tion. 
By Mr. BURCHETT: 

H.R. 5178. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article IV, 
Section 3, Clause 2. The Congress shall 

have Power to dispose of and make all need-
ful Rules and Regulations respecting the 
Territory or other Property belonging to the 
United States; and nothing in this Constitu-
tion shall be so construed as to Prejudice 
any Claims of the United States, or of any 
particular State. 

By Mr. GALLEGO: 
H.R. 5179. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8, clause 18 

By Mr. GARCÍA of Illinois: 
H.R. 5180. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section VIII, Clause III 

By Ms. KELLY of Illinois: 
H.R. 5181. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article 1 Section 8. 
‘‘To make all Laws which shall be nec-

essary and proper for carrying into Execu-

tion the foregoing Powers, and all other 
Powers vested by this Constitution in the 
Government of the United States or in any 
Department or Officer thereof.’’ 

By Ms. MENG: 
H.R. 5182. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8 of the U.S. Constitu-

tion. 
[Page H10170] 

By Ms. NORTON: 
H.R. 5183. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
clauses 17 and 18 of section 8 of article I of 

the Constitution. 
By Mr. O’HALLERAN: 

H.R. 5184. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8 

By Ms. OCASIO-CORTEZ: 
H.R. 5185. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8 

f 

ADDITIONAL SPONSORS 

Under clause 7 of rule XII, sponsors 
were added to public bills and resolu-
tions, as follows: 

H.R. 4: Mr. CUNNINGHAM. 
H.R. 20: Mr. FULCHER. 
H.R. 101: Mr. HUIZENGA. 
H.R. 129: Ms. SPANBERGER. 
H.R. 146: Mr. TIMMONS. 
H.R. 307: Ms. DEGETTE. 
H.R. 326: Mr. COHEN, Mr. GARCÍA of Illinois, 

Mr. SEAN PATRICK MALONEY of New York, 
Ms. TLAIB, Ms. MOORE, Mr. SERRANO, and Ms. 
PINGREE. 

H.R. 344: Mr. STAUBER and Mr. BANKS. 
H.R. 510: Mr. PAPPAS. 
H.R. 578: Mr. CASE. 
H.R. 587: Mr. FULCHER. 
H.R. 784: Mr. MURPHY of North Carolina, 

Mr. BAIRD, and Mr. FULCHER. 
H.R. 827: Mr. MOULTON. 
H.R. 838: Mr. PHILLIPS and Mr. TIMMONS. 
H.R. 856: Mr. SPANO and Mr. EMMER. 
H.R. 884: Ms. BONAMICI. 
H.R. 935: Ms. CRAIG. 
H.R. 959: Mr. BALDERSON. 
H.R. 1008: Mr. CISNEROS. 
H.R. 1043: Mr. VAN DREW, Ms. MATSUI, Mr. 

KIND, Mr. ABRAHAM, and Mr. GONZALEZ of 
Texas. 

H.R. 1083: Ms. SCANLON. 
H.R. 1106: Ms. HOULAHAN. 
H.R. 1108: Mr. SCHWEIKERT, Mrs. LEE of Ne-

vada, Mrs. DEMINGS, Ms. HERRERA BEUTLER, 
Ms. DEGETTE, and Mr. BABIN. 

H.R. 1109: Ms. CRAIG. 
H.R. 1110: Mr. MCCAUL. 
H.R. 1139: Mr. PHILLIPS and Ms. SCANLON. 
H.R. 1154: Mrs. LAWRENCE, Mrs. BEATTY, 

and Mr. NADLER. 
H.R. 1166: Mrs. FLETCHER. 
H.R. 1194: Mr. PETERS. 
H.R. 1375: Mr. SMITH of Nebraska. 
H.R. 1379: Mr. SMITH of Nebraska. 
H.R. 1400: Mr. GARCÍA of Illinois. 
H.R. 1407: Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia, Mrs. 

LAWRENCE, and Mr. WATKINS. 
H.R. 1411: Mr. SHERMAN. 
H.R. 1425: Miss RICE of New York. 
H.R. 1479: Mr. MEUSER and Mr. KELLER. 
H.R. 1529: Ms. SLOTKIN. 
H.R. 1530: Mr. JOHNSON of Louisiana. 
H.R. 1605: Mr. BARR and Mr. BISHOP of 

North Carolina. 
H.R. 1614: Mrs. BROOKS of Indiana. 
H.R. 1641: Ms. LOFGREN. 
H.R. 1679: Mr. HASTINGS. 

H.R. 1695: Mr. NEAL. 
H.R. 1717: Mr. HARDER of California. 
H.R. 1730: Mr. FLORES and Mr. GREEN of 

Texas. 
H.R. 1748: Ms. PORTER, Mr. TRONE, Mr. 

LOWENTHAL, Mr. GOMEZ, Mr. TAKANO, Mr. 
CÁRDENAS, Ms. CLARK of Massachusetts, and 
Mr. PHILLIPS. 

H.R. 1854: Ms. FOXX of North Carolina. 
H.R. 1869: Mr. GOLDEN and Ms. DEGETTE. 
H.R. 1939: Mr. FITZPATRICK. 
H.R. 1968: Ms. SHERRILL, Ms. SPANBERGER, 

and Mr. CUELLAR. 
H.R. 1981: Mr. DEUTCH. 
H.R. 2062: Mr. BUDD and Mr. CLINE. 
H.R. 2073: Ms. JACKSON LEE, Ms. BROWNLEY 

of California, Mr. MOONEY of West Virginia, 
and Mr. SEAN PATRICK MALONEY of New 
York. 

H.R. 2074: Mrs. TRAHAN. 
H.R. 2117: Mr. UPTON. 
H.R. 2150: Mrs. LEE of Nevada. 
H.R. 2191: Mr. ARMSTRONG. 
H.R. 2207: Mr. CUNNINGHAM. 
H.R. 2210: Mr. FERGUSON. 
H.R. 2219: Mr. KING of Iowa. 
H.R. 2222: Ms. CRAIG and Ms. VELÁZQUEZ. 
H.R. 2231: Mr. LARSEN of Washington. 
H.R. 2237: Ms. STEVENS. 
H.R. 2258: Mr. STEIL. 
H.R. 2264: Mr. TONKO and Mr. GAETZ. 
H.R. 2271: Ms. SCHRIER. 
H.R. 2294: Mr. LATTA. 
H.R. 2305: Mr. BRINDISI. 
H.R. 2400: Ms. JUDY CHU of California. 
H.R. 2402: Mr. PHILLIPS. 
H.R. 2435: Mr. WITTMAN. 
H.R. 2498: Mrs. WAGNER and Mr. LEWIS. 
H.R. 2506: Mr. BYRNE. 
H.R. 2508: Ms. NORTON. 
H.R. 2511: Mr. TRONE. 
H.R. 2577: Mrs. BEATTY. 
H.R. 2593: Ms. KENDRA S. HORN of Okla-

homa. 
H.R. 2603: Ms. JUDY CHU of California. 
H.R. 2651: Mr. SIMPSON. 
H.R. 2653: Mrs. TRAHAN. 
H.R. 2655: Mr. ALLEN, Mr. BAIRD, Mr. 

BISHOP of Georgia, Mr. BERGMAN, Mr. 
CARBAJAL, Mr. CONAWAY, Mr. DESJARLAIS, 
Mr. DUNN, Mr. FERGUSON, Mr. GRAVES of Mis-
souri, Mr. GRAVES of Georgia, Mr. 
LOUDERMILK, Mr. MAST, Mr. ROUZER, Mr. 
DAVID SCOTT of Georgia, Ms. STEFANIK, Mr. 
STEWART, Mr. THORNBERRY, Mr. VAN DREW, 
and Mr. WALTZ. 

H.R. 2683: Mr. CÁRDENAS. 
H.R. 2711: Mr. RASKIN. 
H.R. 2746: Mr. SIMPSON. 
H.R. 2863: Ms. MUCARSEL-POWELL. 
H.R. 2867: Ms. BARRAGÁN. 
H.R. 2878: Mr. GRIFFITH. 
H.R. 2881: Mr. MOULTON. 
H.R. 2895: Mr. RUPPERSBERGER. 
H.R. 2903: Mr. BAIRD. 
H.R. 2912: Mr. SWALWELL of California and 

Mr. HECK. 
H.R. 2982: Mr. KIM. 
H.R. 3006: Mr. STEIL. 
H.R. 3077: Mr. SHIMKUS, Mr. SCHIFF, and 

Mrs. KIRKPATRICK. 
H.R. 3078: Mr. COOK. 
H.R. 3138: Ms. VELÁZQUEZ. 
H.R. 3162: Mr. SMUCKER. 
H.R. 3165: Mr. TRONE. 
H.R. 3182: Mr. WALKER. 
H.R. 3211: Mr. BEYER. 
H.R. 3219: Ms. MENG. 
H.R. 3266: Mr. MEADOWS. 
H.R. 3297: Mr. STEUBE. 
H.R. 3334: Mr. PETERS. 
H.R. 3348: Mr. RICE of South Carolina. 
H.R. 3357: Mr. RICE of South Carolina. 
H.R. 3374: Mr. NADLER, Mr. COSTA, and Mr. 

RASKIN. 
H.R. 3412: Mr. HUIZENGA. 
H.R. 3414: Ms. STEVENS. 
H.R. 3489: Mr. CLINE. 
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H.R. 3495: Mr. ARRINGTON, Mr. PERRY, Mr. 

SMITH of Nebraska, Mr. WALKER, Mr. KELLY 
of Mississippi, Mr. BRADY, Mr. YOHO, Mr. 
OLSON, Mr. DUNCAN, Mr. GREEN of Tennessee, 
Mr. ESTES, Mr. SCHWEIKERT, Mr. HIGGINS of 
Louisiana, Mr. WEBSTER of Florida, Mr. 
STEWART, and Mr. BIGGS. 

H.R. 3570: Mr. GARCÍA of Illinois, Mr. SCOTT 
of Virginia, and Ms. BARRAGÁN. 

H.R. 3584: Mr. EMMER. 
H.R. 3593: Mrs. NAPOLITANO. 
H.R. 3598: Mr. MAST. 
H.R. 3632: Mrs. DAVIS of California, Ms. 

SÁNCHEZ, Mr. KHANNA, Mr. KIM, Mrs. KIRK-
PATRICK, Mr. COSTA, Mr. HASTINGS, Mr. SEAN 
PATRICK MALONEY of New York, Mr. CON-
NOLLY, Mr. VARGAS, Ms. SLOTKIN, Mr. 
SWALWELL of California, Ms. BONAMICI, Mr. 
LOEBSACK, Mr. SCOTT of Virginia, Mr. 
TAKANO, and Mr. KILMER. 

H.R. 3636: Mr. CÁRDENAS. 
H.R. 3654: Mr. CLEAVER. 
H.R. 3665: Mr. CARTER of Texas. 
H.R. 3749: Mr. CRENSHAW and Mr. TURNER. 
H.R. 3757: Mr. LUCAS. 
H.R. 3760: Ms. SHALALA, Mr. CLEAVER, and 

Ms. DAVIDS of Kansas. 
H.R. 3763: Mr. MEADOWS and Mr. MOULTON. 
H.R. 3789: Mr. HURD of Texas. 
H.R. 3801: Ms. HOULAHAN. 
H.R. 3851: Ms. DAVIDS of Kansas, Mr. 

THOMPSON of California, Mr. ADERHOLT, and 
Ms. BLUNT ROCHESTER. 

H.R. 3880: Mr. BALDERSON and Mr. SEAN 
PATRICK MALONEY of New York. 

H.R. 3884: Mr. LEVIN of Michigan and Mr. 
HASTINGS. 

H.R. 3932: Mr. GALLEGO, Ms. SCANLON, Mr. 
PERLMUTTER, Ms. JUDY CHU of California, 
Mrs. DAVIS of California, Ms. MOORE, Mr. 
SOTO, Mr. KILMER, Mr. KHANNA, Ms. BLUNT 
ROCHESTER, Mr. CÁRDENAS, and Mr. 
GOTTHEIMER. 

H.R. 3953: Mr. TRONE. 
H.R. 3973: Ms. TLAIB, Ms. DEGETTE, and Ms. 

PRESSLEY. 
H.R. 3975: Mr. GOODEN and Mr. THOMPSON of 

Mississippi. 
H.R. 4002: Mr. PHILLIPS. 
H.R. 4056: Mr. HOLLINGSWORTH, Mr. COLE, 

Mr. CISNEROS, and Mrs. MCBATH. 
H.R. 4070: Ms. LOFGREN. 
H.R. 4078: Mr. PAPPAS. 
H.R. 4090: Mr. GAETZ. 
H.R. 4107: Ms. JUDY CHU of California. 
H.R. 4140: Mr. RASKIN and Mr. QUIGLEY. 
H.R. 4165: Mr. SWALWELL of California. 
H.R. 4228: Mr. HASTINGS and Ms. SCHA-

KOWSKY. 
H.R. 4254: Mrs. NAPOLITANO. 
H.R. 4256: Mr. GAETZ. 
H.R. 4269: Mr. BLUMENAUER. 
H.R. 4281: Mr. CÁRDENAS. 
H.R. 4282: Mr. CÁRDENAS. 
H.R. 4301: Mr. CICILLINE. 
H.R. 4304: Mr. BUCSHON. 
H.R. 4307: Mr. DAVID SCOTT of Georgia. 
H.R. 4326: Mrs. RADEWAGEN, Mr. COOK, and 

Mr. SPANO. 

H.R. 4327: Mr. DESAULNIER. 
H.R. 4331: Ms. CRAIG, Mr. PERRY, and Mr. 

RIGGLEMAN. 
H.R. 4348: Mrs. NAPOLITANO, Mr. COOPER, 

Ms. LOFGREN, and Mr. LEWIS. 
H.R. 4436: Mr. MCEACHIN, Ms. ESHOO, Ms. 

SCANLON, Mrs. TRAHAN, and Ms. MENG. 
H.R. 4438: Mr. COLE. 
H.R. 4456: Ms. STEVENS. 
H.R. 4482: Ms. FINKENAUER, Mr. FORTEN-

BERRY, and Mr. HARDER of California. 
H.R. 4489: Ms. PORTER. 
H.R. 4588: Mrs. BROOKS of Indiana. 
H.R. 4589: Mrs. RODGERS of Washington and 

Ms. CRAIG. 
H.R. 4691: Mr. HUFFMAN. 
H.R. 4697: Mr. QUIGLEY and Mr. COHEN. 
H.R. 4701: Mr. SERRANO, Mr. CÁRDENAS, Ms. 

ADAMS, and Mr. DEUTCH. 
H.R. 4704: Miss RICE of New York. 
H.R. 4729: Ms. DEAN. 
H.R. 4736: Mr. HUIZENGA. 
H.R. 4738: Mrs. HARTZLER. 
H.R. 4764: Mr. NEGUSE. 
H.R. 4766: Mr. ROUZER. 
H.R. 4773: Mr. ARMSTRONG. 
H.R. 4779: Ms. BLUNT ROCHESTER. 
H.R. 4809: Mr. QUIGLEY. 
H.R. 4810: Mr. BUDD. 
H.R. 4870: Ms. BLUNT ROCHESTER. 
H.R. 4874: Mr. KILMER. 
H.R. 4890: Ms. OCASIO-CORTEZ. 
H.R. 4895: Ms. FUDGE, Mr. THOMPSON of 

Pennsylvania, Mr. VELA, Mr. CRAWFORD, Ms. 
SPANBERGER, Mr. RODNEY DAVIS of Illinois, 
Mr. COX of California, Mr. ALLEN, Ms. CRAIG, 
Mr. BOST, Mr. VAN DREW, Mr. ROUZER, Mr. 
HARDER of California, Mr. COMER, Mr. SEAN 
PATRICK MALONEY of New York, Mr. MAR-
SHALL, Mr. LAWSON of Florida, Mr. DUNN, Mr. 
PANETTA, Mr. JOHNSON of South Dakota, 
Mrs. KIRKPATRICK, Mr. BAIRD, Mrs. AXNE, 
and Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. 

H.R. 4896: Mr. QUIGLEY and Mr. NADLER. 
H.R. 4934: Mr. LOUDERMILK and Mr. GOSAR. 
H.R. 4941: Mr. RIGGLEMAN, Mr. CRENSHAW, 

and Mr. KHANNA. 
H.R. 4945: Mr. COLE, Mr. BUCSHON, and Mr. 

BISHOP of North Carolina. 
H.R. 4963: Mr. SUOZZI. 
H.R. 4984: Mr. CLAY. 
H.R. 4988: Mr. PALLONE. 
H.R. 4995: Mr. O’HALLERAN and Ms. KUSTER 

of New Hampshire. 
H.R. 4999: Mr. GONZALEZ of Texas. 
H.R. 5004: Mr. SEAN PATRICK MALONEY of 

New York. 
H.R. 5011: Mr. BLUMENAUER and Mr. RUSH. 
H.R. 5028: Mr. SOTO, Mr. CUELLAR, and Mr. 

SEAN PATRICK MALONEY of New York. 
H.R. 5047: Ms. DAVIDS of Kansas. 
H.R. 5065: Mr. SCHNEIDER. 
H.R. 5080: Mr. GAETZ and Mr. SOTO. 
H.R. 5081: Mr. CRENSHAW. 
H.R. 5099: Mr. RASKIN. 
H.R. 5104: Ms. SCHAKOWSKY, Mr. COURTNEY, 

and Ms. HAALAND. 
H.R. 5118: Mr. LYNCH, Mrs. NAPOLITANO, 

and Ms. NORTON. 

H.R. 5119: Mr. SMITH of New Jersey and Mr. 
LIPINSKI. 

H.R. 5124: Mr. LARSON of Connecticut. 
H.R. 5132: Mr. SWALWELL of California and 

Ms. SCHAKOWSKY. 
H.R. 5136: Mr. COHEN. 
H.R. 5139: Mr. COHEN, Ms. WILSON of Flor-

ida, and Mr. LIPINSKI. 
H.J. Res. 76: Mr. LARSEN of Washington. 
H.J. Res. 78: Mr. SPANO. 
H.J. Res. 79: Mr. DELGADO and Mr. SCOTT of 

Virginia. 
H. Con. Res. 20: Ms. WILSON of Florida. 
H. Con. Res. 27: Mr. LAMB and Mr. PHIL-

LIPS. 
H. Con. Res. 37: Ms. SLOTKIN. 
H. Res. 69: Mr. HIGGINS of New York and 

Mr. WEBER of Texas. 
H. Res. 133: Mr. GRIJALVA, Mr. SMITH of 

Washington, and Mr. LEVIN of Michigan. 
H. Res. 214: Mr. KILMER. 
H. Res. 399: Mr. ARMSTRONG. 
H. Res. 495: Mr. HECK. 
H. Res. 538: Mr. COHEN. 
H. Res. 579: Mrs. TRAHAN. 
H. Res. 633: Mr. HUIZENGA. 
H. Res. 641: Ms. LEE of California. 
H. Res. 654: Ms. KUSTER of New Hampshire 

and Ms. JAYAPAL. 
H. Res. 678: Mr. BAIRD and Mr. CRENSHAW. 
H. Res. 688: Mr. LOWENTHAL and Ms. BLUNT 

ROCHESTER. 
H. Res. 705: Mr. LARSEN of Washington and 

Mrs. TRAHAN. 

f 

PETITIONS, ETC. 

Under clause 3 of rule XII, petitions 
and papers were laid on the clerk’s 
desk and referred as follows: 

64. The SPEAKER presented a petition of 
State Senator Beth Mizell of Louisiana, rel-
ative to a re-sending of Senate Concurrent 
Resolution No. 36, supporting the 
#fixappratings initiative calling for accu-
rate, third-party application (app) ratings 
and intuitive parental controls to better pro-
tect children from harmful online and mo-
bile device content; to the Committee on En-
ergy and Commerce. 

65. Also, a petition of the Caddo Parish 
Commission, Shreveport, LA, relative to 
Resolution No. 81 of 2019, urging members of 
Congress, especially those who serve on the 
U.S. House and Senate Appropriations Com-
mittees, to protect funding for local public 
health services and prevention programs 
made possible by the Prevention and Public 
Health Fund; to the Committee on Energy 
and Commerce. 

66. Also, a petition of the Caddo Parish 
Commission, Shreveport, LA, relative to 
Resolution No. 68 of 2019, urging Congress to 
increase funding for Second Chance Act Pro-
grams in the annual appropriations process; 
to the Committee on the Judiciary. 
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Senate 
The Senate met at 10 a.m. and was 

called to order by the President pro 
tempore (Mr. GRASSLEY). 

f 

PRAYER 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. To-
day’s opening prayer will be offered by 
Msgr. Anthony J. Marcaccio, of St. 
Pius X, from Greensboro, NC. 

The guest Chaplain offered the fol-
lowing prayer: 

Let us pray. 
Blessed are You Lord, God of all cre-

ation. You are the giver of every good 
gift, of life and liberty, of peace and 
prosperity, of wisdom, understanding, 
and right judgment. 

We ask that in Your divine mercy, 
You would bless our Republic and espe-
cially the work of our Senators, that 
they may discern ‘‘all that is true, all 
that is honorable, all that is right, all 
that is excellent and worthy of praise’’ 
for our Nation. 

In this moment, make us mindful of 
all that has brought us together as a 
country, and how it far surpasses that 
which can divide us, so in all things de-
liberated and done here, we may be pre-
served as one Nation under God. Amen 
and Amen. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The President pro tempore led the 
Pledge of Allegiance, as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mrs. 
FISCHER). The President Pro Tempore. 

Mr. GRASSLEY. Madam President, I 
ask unanimous consent to address the 
Senate for 1 minute as in morning busi-
ness. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD FOR 
RENEWABLE FUEL STANDARDS 

Mr. GRASSLEY. Madam President, a 
whole bunch of us Midwest biofuel Sen-
ators sent a cover letter with our com-
ments to President Trump. Those com-
ments were in regard to the biofuel 
rules that are out for public comment. 

The President has been a supporter of 
biofuels and the EPA shouldn’t under-
cut President Trump’s support of RFS. 
I urge the EPA and Administrator 
Wheeler to adjust the proposed supple-
mental rule to account for actual 
waived gallons, using hard data from 
past practices, to send an unambiguous 
signal to the marketplace. 

I am glad to have the opportunity to 
comment, and I encourage all farmers, 
biofuel producers, and anybody else in-
terested in supporting the RFS to 
make their comments. Those com-
ments should be along the lines of what 
was agreed to in the Oval Office on 
September 12, which the EPA regula-
tions don’t reflect properly. 

So tell the EPA that you want the 
September 12 agreement agreed to. Go 
to regulations.gov or to the Iowa Farm 
Bureau or Iowa Corn websites before 
the deadline on November 27 to tell the 
EPA to stand behind the President’s 
Oval Office agreement. 

I yield the floor. 
f 

RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY 
LEADER 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ma-
jority leader is recognized. 

f 

APPROPRIATIONS 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Madam President, 
my colleagues are well familiar with 
my repeated calls for bipartisan 
progress in funding the Federal Gov-
ernment. For more than 2 months, as 
the appropriations process idled at par-
tisan roadblocks, I pointed out just 
how straightforward this entire process 
could have been. With the road map ne-

gotiated in July by the President and 
the Speaker, and approved by each of 
the congressional leaders, we had the 
necessary commitments to move for-
ward in good faith and avoid partisan 
riders that would stall the entire ef-
fort, but, of course, that didn’t happen. 

But failing to secure funding for the 
Federal Government before the end of 
the year is not an option. Chairman 
SHELBY continues to lead efforts to set-
tle on subcommittee allocations that 
can earn bipartisan support. Today, 
these efforts are ongoing, and with our 
deadline to prevent a funding lapse rap-
idly approaching, I am encouraged that 
the House will apparently be voting 
today on a continuing resolution to 
keep the Government funded until De-
cember 20, while talks continue. These 
talks must continue because it is vital 
that we work in good faith to fund im-
portant priorities for the coming year, 
but what is needed in the near term is 
to keep the Government open for the 
next several weeks while this work 
goes on. 

This is not rocket science. The House 
needs to send us the short-term fund-
ing bill which the Senate can pass and 
which the President will sign. That is 
the way to keep the government open 
while our important discussions con-
tinue to make progress toward closing 
out the appropriations process and get-
ting full-year bills to the floor. 

f 

NOMINATIONS 
Mr. MCCONNELL. Madam President, 

on another matter, for weeks Repub-
licans have been trying to move for-
ward significant bipartisan legislation 
for the American people. Senate Re-
publicans are trying to get our Demo-
cratic colleagues to let us consider de-
fense funding. House Republicans have 
tried to get Speaker PELOSI to finally 
allow a vote on the USMCA, and in 
both Chambers we have been asking 
Democrats to stop slow-walking the 
conference committee for the critical 
Defense bill, the NDAA. 
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Alas, our Democratic colleagues have 

not been willing to budge on any of 
those things. As a result, while the 
Senate waits for the House to send us 
short-term funding legislation, we will 
spend our time on the personnel busi-
ness. 

Yesterday, we advanced the nomina-
tion of Justice Robert Luck, of Florida, 
to be a U.S. circuit judge for the Elev-
enth Circuit, with the support of a bi-
partisan majority. 

Justice Luck brings an impressive 
and well-rounded legal record, includ-
ing a clerkship on the Eleventh Cir-
cuit, service in the U.S. Attorney’s Of-
fice for the Southern District of Flor-
ida, and years spent ruling from the 
State bench. 

Today, we will also advance the nom-
ination of Justice Barbara Lagoa, of 
Florida, also to serve on the Eleventh 
Circuit Court of Appeals. A graduate of 
Columbia University School of Law, 
Justice Lagoa has spent years prac-
ticing law, serving as a Federal pros-
ecutor, and ruling from both the State 
appellate bench and the Florida Su-
preme Court. 

I look forward to confirming both of 
these impressive nominees, along with 
Adrian Zuckerman, the President’s 
nominee to serve as our Nation’s Am-
bassador to Romania. 

f 

THE MIDDLE EAST 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Madam President, 
on a final matter, I spoke yesterday 
about the courageous people of Hong 
Kong who are standing up to Beijing 
and speaking up for their freedoms. 
But Hongkongers are not alone in 
bravely speaking up at this time. The 
Middle East continues to be swept by 
widespread and cross-sectarian dem-
onstrations. 

In Lebanon, in Iraq, and in Iran, mil-
lions are demanding a better future, 
greater justice, less corruption, and 
more democracy from their govern-
ments. These protests expand three 
countries. Each is unique, but one com-
mon thread connects them: Iran. 

For years, Iran has systematically 
sought to undermine the territorial in-
tegrity and manipulate the politics of 
countries all across the Middle East. 
Nowhere is this more apparent than in 
Lebanon and Iraq, where Iranian prox-
ies have challenged the very sov-
ereignty of the state. 

In Lebanon, Iran backs Hezbollah, 
the terrorist group that has become a 
dominant political player. Hezbollah 
has become a state within a state. Its 
weapons and fighters do not work to 
defend the Lebanese state but to em-
broil it in Syria’s civil war and imperil 
its security by threatening Israel with 
precision rockets. 

In Iraq, Iran’s Islamic Revolutionary 
Guard Corps has spent years sponsoring 
Shia militias and proxies that are more 
loyal to Tehran than to Baghdad or to 
the people of Iraq. 

In both of these countries, Tehran 
has used and promoted the use of force 

to acquire power and to acquire influ-
ence. A few weeks ago, the leader of 
Iran’s terrorist Quds Force reportedly 
flew to Iraq for secret meetings to 
guide Iraqi leaders through the pro-
tests there. 

Here is what this Iranian thug told 
the Iraqis: ‘‘We in Iran know how to 
deal with protests.’’ Enough said. 

Well, a violent crackdown on peace-
ful protesters is not going to resolve 
anything. What Iraqi and Lebanese 
leaders must do is stop listening to the 
poisonous advice of Iranian tyrants, 
who are losing their own grip on their 
own people, and start addressing their 
own citizens’ demands for transparency 
and reform. 

Iraq and Lebanon should give their 
people what they want—less corrup-
tion, less malign foreign influence, 
more opportunity, and the rule of law. 

That is the path forward for Iraq and 
Lebanon. Commit to prosperity and 
pluralism at home, combat corruption 
and injustice within all sects and con-
fessions, protect the sovereignty of 
your country, pursue peace with your 
neighbors, and enjoy support from the 
United States as well. 

I would note that in contrast to 
Hezbollah’s thugs, Lebanon’s Armed 
Forces by most accounts continue to 
be one of Lebanon’s few institutions of 
national unity. The LAF has respected 
the rights of protesters, protected 
them from violence, and sought to de-
escalate tensions on the street. 

I know the U.S. military believes its 
training and partnership with the LAF 
is paying off, helping it to be a more 
professional and responsible security 
force. 

So while these events transpire in 
Iraq and Lebanon, the Iranian people 
themselves are also engaging in their 
own demonstrations. Iran used to be a 
moderate, open, and prosperous soci-
ety. It could be again. Now tens of 
thousands of Iranian people themselves 
are raising their voices in righteous 
anger at what has become of their liv-
ing conditions and their country. The 
Iranian people are feeling the pain in-
flicted by the brutality, selfishness, 
and extremism of their ruling class. 

The regime seems to be doing all it 
can to put a stop to this. Reports over 
the weekend indicated an enormous, 
unprecedented internet blackout aimed 
at keeping Iranians in the dark and 
suggests Iranian leaders are threat-
ening yet another violent crackdown 
against their own citizens. 

But Iran’s leaders know exactly what 
must be done to alter the course of 
their once-great country and unlock a 
better future for its citizens. Iran needs 
to stop pursuing nuclear weapons and 
long-range missile capabilities, stop 
supporting terror and cyber offensives, 
stop causing bloodshed to weaken its 
neighbors, and stop the horrific mis-
treatment of its own people. 

There is an entire civilized world full 
of diverse nations that get by just 
fine—just fine—without engaging in 
any of these rogue state activities. Iran 

engages in all of them. Iranian leaders 
will either listen to their own citizens 
and start behaving like a normal na-
tion or they will be treated more and 
more like the backward pariahs they 
have become. 

I suggest the absence of a quorum. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will call the roll. 
The senior assistant legislative clerk 

proceeded to call the roll. 
Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, I 

ask unanimous consent that the order 
for the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

RECOGNITION OF THE MINORITY 
LEADER 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
Democratic leader is recognized. 

f 

HONG KONG 

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, 
over the past few days and weeks, re-
ports about the democratic protests in 
Hong Kong have grown more and more 
troubling. The authorities in Hong 
Kong have cracked down violently on 
some of the protesters, firing hundreds 
of rounds of tear gas at a local univer-
sity and even using lethal force in a 
few tragic situations. As many have 
observed, some of the pictures coming 
out of Hong Kong are reminiscent of a 
war zone. 

Yesterday, the Chinese Communist 
Party dealt another blow to Hong 
Kong’s special status, criticizing the 
ruling by the territory’s High Court 
that reversed the Hong Kong Govern-
ment’s ban on masks. The Communist 
Party declared that only the Chinese 
legislature has the right to decide 
whether Hong Kong’s laws are con-
sistent with the Hong Kong basic law 
and that no other authority has the 
right to make these judgments. That 
assertion by the Chinese Communist 
Party is a direct assault on Hong 
Kong’s judicial independence. Make no 
mistake about it, this Communist 
Party is cruel and relentless in crack-
ing down on any dissent in every part 
of China. What they are doing to the 
Uighurs at the other end of the Chinese 
country—far away from Hong Kong—is 
just brutal and awful. 

We in the United States stand in soli-
darity with the democratic protesters, 
who have every right to assemble and 
petition their government for the 
rights of the citizens of Hong Kong. 
The administration and the President 
himself should voice their support for 
the protesters in Hong Kong, which 
would send an important message to 
the Chinese Communist Party not to 
get involved or in any way escalate the 
situation. Secretary Pompeo’s call for 
calm yesterday is weak tea—not close 
to enough. Beyond the Presidential 
statement, there are actions we can 
take here in Congress because, frankly, 
I have been very disappointed that the 
President, in this dramatic situation 
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with Hong Kong, does not do what 
Democratic or Republican Presidents 
have done in the past in standing up 
for human rights and democracy. He 
has not done that. He doesn’t seem to 
care. As we know, he seems more eager 
to please dictators than to please those 
who are fighting for democracy. 

Congress can act. We have a bipar-
tisan bill in the Senate that has many 
cosponsors, including the senior Sen-
ators from Florida and New Jersey and 
from Maryland as well, that would re-
affirm our steadfast support for Hong 
Kong’s autonomy, democracy, and re-
spect for human rights. It would amend 
the Hong Kong Policy Act in order to 
give us the tools to safeguard and pro-
tect Hong Kong’s democracy and au-
tonomy and hold accountable those re-
sponsible for the abuse of the human 
rights of the people of Hong Kong. 

There is no objection to this bill on 
the Democratic side of the aisle. We be-
lieve the Senate should pass it. If there 
are objections on the Republicans’ side, 
let’s take a few days and work through 
the bill on the floor. We haven’t done 
much legislation. Here is a place at 
which we can come together in a bipar-
tisan way. So, if there are no objec-
tions, great. Let’s pass it this after-
noon. I believe the Senator from Flor-
ida will make a unanimous consent re-
quest in that regard. If there are objec-
tions, I urge the Republican leader, 
who has spoken out and defended the 
protests, to take a few days. Let some-
one try to invoke cloture—it will fail 
miserably—and let’s vote on this. 
Then, maybe, the House will pass it. 
That would be something, I think, that 
would happen and with the President 
as well. 

In addition, the Senator from Or-
egon, along with some others, has a bill 
that U.S. companies shouldn’t sell le-
thal types of equipment to the Hong 
Kong police that have been used on the 
protesters. I would hope we could find 
a way to work that proposal into this 
bill or, maybe, we could make a unani-
mous consent request alongside it. 

Nonetheless, we should pass the bi-
partisan bill in the Senate, reconcile it 
with similar legislation in the House, 
and quickly send it to the President’s 
desk. It would be the strongest action 
Congress could take immediately to 
demonstrate Americans’ support for 
the protests in Hong Kong. It would 
send a strong and clear message to the 
ruling party in Beijing. It would make 
a real difference. 

The words on the floor the Repub-
lican leader mentioned yesterday were 
good but were not sufficient. Again, I 
urge him to move on this legislation, if 
we can, by unanimous consent. If not, 
let’s have a debate on the floor so the 
handful of Senators who might try to 
block it are thwarted, and the bill will 
move forward. 

f 

IMPEACHMENT 

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, 
this morning, during the House’s im-

peachment inquiry, the American peo-
ple will hear more important testi-
mony from LTC Alexander Vindman, of 
the National Security Council, and 
from Jennifer Williams, an adviser to 
the Vice President. 

Regrettably, some Republicans, in-
cluding one in this Chamber, have 
tried, without evidence or substan-
tiation, to undermine, to call into 
question, and to smear the credibility 
of the witnesses, including of Lieuten-
ant Colonel Vindman—a Purple Heart 
recipient who has spent his life in serv-
ice to our country. The attacks on the 
witnesses are painful and wrong. They 
are reminiscent of the actions of a bru-
tal country, not of the democratic Re-
public that we are. 

I hope everyone will treat these wit-
nesses with respect and listen to their 
testimony with an open mind. Whether 
they agree or disagree with their testi-
mony, it is unbecoming of any Senator 
to smear these patriots. The House has 
a responsibility to seek the truth and 
uncover all of the facts, and if it comes 
to it, the Senate has a responsibility to 
examine the evidence and render im-
partial judgment. 

f 

INFRASTRUCTURE 

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, fi-
nally, on infrastructure, as the im-
peachment inquiry continues, the 
Democrats in both Chambers continue 
to do the work of the American people. 
Just last week, my colleagues in the 
House discussed a proposal for a very 
significant investment in infrastruc-
ture. At the very beginning of the 
Trump administration, the Senate 
Democrats proposed a trillion-dollar 
infrastructure plan that would create 
15 million jobs. 

At our meeting at the White House, I 
mentioned this to President Trump and 
asked him to join us in either sup-
porting our bill or in working to mod-
ify it in a way that he might be able to 
support it. At the time, after promising 
over and over again in his campaign 
that he would pursue a major overhaul 
of our Nation’s infrastructure, we had 
hoped President Trump would have 
worked with us on specific legislation. 
Unfortunately and typically, after 3 
years into the Trump administration, 
instead of working with the Demo-
crats, President Trump has done next 
to nothing. Earlier this year, the Presi-
dent walked out of a meeting on infra-
structure that was held between him, 
Speaker PELOSI, me, and some other 
Congressmen and Senators. We haven’t 
heard from him on the issue since. 

Meanwhile, Leader MCCONNELL has 
turned the Senate into a legislative 
graveyard and seems uninterested in 
any bipartisan, bicameral legislation. 
It is so typical of this administration— 
of President Trump. He campaigns on 
infrastructure and has commercials 
running right now that say the Demo-
crats are not doing anything on infra-
structure when he is the one who is 
doing nothing. He has an amazing 

penchant for looking at his own faults 
and then of pointing the finger at oth-
ers and saying those faults are theirs. 
It is glaring on infrastructure. 

The idea that the House impeach-
ment inquiry is some sort of distrac-
tion from other issues is plain wrong. 

President Trump, we are doing noth-
ing here in the Senate. Come talk to us 
about infrastructure, and we can get 
something done. 

The Democrats in the House and the 
Democrats in the Senate are willing to 
work with our Republican colleagues 
right now. We have over 200 House- 
passed bills we could consider here on 
the floor and have plenty of bipartisan 
Senate bills besides—from bills to 
lower the cost of prescription drugs to 
election security, to the Violence 
Against Women Act. We would like to 
work on a large infrastructure bill as 
well. It is entirely up to President 
Trump and Leader MCCONNELL to de-
cide if we are going to make progress 
on a topic like infrastructure or if the 
Senate, under MCCONNELL’s leadership, 
will continue to be a graveyard for 
commonsense ideas to help so many 
millions of Americans. 

I yield the floor. 
I suggest the absence of a quorum. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will call the roll. 
The senior assistant legislative clerk 

proceeded to call the roll. 
Mr. THUNE. Madam President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 
the previous order, the leadership time 
is reserved. 

f 

CONCLUSION OF MORNING 
BUSINESS 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Morning 
business is closed. 

f 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 
the previous order, the Senate will pro-
ceed to executive session to resume 
consideration of the following nomina-
tion, which the clerk will report. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read the nomination of Robert J. Luck, 
of Florida, to be United States Circuit 
Judge for the Eleventh Circuit. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ma-
jority whip. 

DEFENSE APPROPRIATIONS 

Mr. THUNE. Madam President, our 
most fundamental responsibility as 
Members of Congress is to provide for 
our Nation’s defense, and a big part of 
that is ensuring that our men and 
women in uniform have the resources 
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they need to defend our country. That 
means, of course, that we have to en-
sure that our military receives ade-
quate funding to meet today’s prior-
ities and to prepare for the threats of 
tomorrow. It also means we need to en-
sure that our military receives timely 
funding. 

Our military doesn’t just need suffi-
cient funding to cover defense prior-
ities; it also needs to receive that 
money on time, on a predictable sched-
ule. That means passing the Defense 
appropriations bill before the end of 
each fiscal year instead of forcing the 
military to rely on temporary funding 
measures that leave the military in 
doubt about funding levels and unable 
to start important new projects. 

Right now, we are almost 2 full 
months into the 2020 fiscal year. We 
should have passed the Defense appro-
priations bill by the end of September, 
but we didn’t because, unfortunately, 
our Democratic colleagues were unable 
to resist the chance to pick yet an-
other fight with the President. This 
wasn’t supposed to happen. At the end 
of the summer, the congressional lead-
ers of both parties and the President 
reached an agreement on funding levels 
for 2020 and 2021. The leaders also 
agreed on a number of guidelines for 
appropriations bills, including a ban on 
poison pills intended to derail appro-
priations legislation. The idea behind 
this agreement was to pave the way for 
the timely passage of appropriations 
bills and to prevent the kind of situa-
tion we are in right now—almost 2 
months behind on passing defense and 
other funding. Unfortunately, the 
Democrats chose to renege on this 
agreement. 

The Senate Democrats are currently 
holding up defense funding by insisting 
on the type of poison pills they prom-
ised to forgo just a few months ago. 
The leader has attempted to bring up 
the Defense appropriations bill twice, 
and both times the Senate Democrats 
have filibustered the legislation. It is 
deeply disappointing. I understand that 
my Democratic colleagues are looking 
for any opportunity to pick a fight 
with the President, but funding for our 
men and women in uniform should not 
be subjected to the Democrats’ par-
tisan whims. 

Thanks to the Democrats, right now, 
our military is operating under a con-
tinuing resolution that leaves the mili-
tary short of the funding it needs for 
the 2020 fiscal year. That has real con-
sequences. In addition to leaving the 
military underfunded, a continuing res-
olution prevents the military from 
starting key projects that will help to 
ensure our men and women in uniform 
will be prepared to meet the threats of 
the future. The Pentagon can’t start 
new procurement projects. New re-
search and development initiatives 
that keep us a step ahead of our adver-
saries are put on hold. All told, under a 
continuing resolution, the military’s 
purchasing power is reduced by, rough-
ly, $5 billion each quarter. 

To put that in perspective, that is 
the equivalent of losing out on about 56 
Joint Strike Fighter planes, depending 
on the variant, every 3 months. That $5 
billion the Pentagon is going without 
is urgently needed funding for critical 
military priorities. The longer the Pen-
tagon goes without this funding, the 
greater the consequences for our mili-
tary preparedness. 

Playing politics with our national de-
fense is unacceptable. We owe our men 
and women in uniform timely, reliable, 
and adequate defense funding, and we 
owe every man, woman, and child in 
the United States the same thing. The 
safety of every person in this country 
depends on the strength of our mili-
tary. I hope that at least some of my 
Democratic colleagues will see their 
way to joining the Republicans in get-
ting this year’s Defense appropriations 
bill to the President’s desk. It is time 
to get our men and women in uniform 
the funding that they need and that 
they deserve. 

I yield the floor. 
I suggest the absence of a quorum. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will call the roll. 
The senior assistant legislative clerk 

proceeded to call the roll. 
Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 
SCOTT of Florida). Without objection, 
it is so ordered. 

E-CIGARETTES 
Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, on Sep-

tember 11, President Donald Trump 
held a press conference with the First 
Lady in the Oval Office. He announced 
that his administration would finally 
be taking bold action to combat our 
Nation’s youth vaping epidemic. The 
epidemic is what the Food and Drug 
Administration characterized as the 
vaping that is going on in schools 
across America today—not just high 
schools, where 27 percent of the stu-
dents are currently vaping, but middle 
schools and grade schools as well. 

Seated next to the President on Sep-
tember 11 in the Oval Office was the 
First Lady. On the other side was the 
Secretary of the Department of Health 
and Human Services, Alex Azar. Di-
rectly across from the President was 
then-Acting Commissioner of the Food 
and Drug Administration, Dr. Ned 
Sharpless. 

At the press conference, President 
Trump stated: 

We have a problem in this country . . . and 
it is called ‘‘vaping’’—especially vaping as it 
pertains to innocent children. . . . And we’re 
going to have to do something about it. 

Then Secretary Azar said: 
An entire generation of children risk be-

coming addicted to nicotine. . . . So with the 
President’s support, the Food and Drug Ad-
ministration intends to finalize a guidance 
document that would . . . require that all 
flavors other than tobacco flavor would be 
removed from the market. 

This would include mint and menthol fla-
voring, as well as candy flavors, bubblegum 
flavor, fruit flavor, and alcohol flavor. 

Explaining why this action was nec-
essary, the Acting FDA Commissioner, 
Dr. Sharpless, said: 

Flavored e-cigarette products drive child-
hood use. 

Secretary Azar and Acting Commis-
sioner Sharpless committed to final-
izing this guidance, in their own words, 
within ‘‘a couple of weeks.’’ Yet here 
we are more than 2 months later with 
no e-cigarette flavor ban in place. 

What is worse, now there are reports 
that President Trump has decided to 
reverse himself, to break the promise 
he made to American families, as a di-
rect result of lobbying from big to-
bacco and big vape companies. We 
know whom this President is hearing 
from. He is hearing from JUUL, the 
company primarily responsible for to-
day’s youth vaping epidemic. He is 
hearing from Altria, the big tobacco 
company that just bought a major 
stake in JUUL. He is hearing from the 
Vaping Technology Association, a lob-
bying organization that represents 
vaping shops nationwide. It makes 
sense that these companies would want 
the President to reverse himself, to 
break his word to American families, 
because they make profits on the backs 
of our kids, just like Big Tobacco did 
for so many years. 

Today, almost 30 percent of all high 
school-aged children are vaping. That 
is more than 5 million kids. Where did 
they come up with these numbers? 
From this administration’s report to 
the American people. Four percent of 
adults are vaping and up to 30 percent 
of high school kids. When they show 
these pictures of adults walking around 
with buttons that say ‘‘We vape and we 
vote,’’ it is a tiny sliver of America. 
The kids should be wearing buttons 
that say ‘‘We vape, and our health is at 
risk.’’ 

Over the last 2 years of Donald 
Trump’s Presidency, the number of 
children vaping has increased by 135 
percent. More than 1 in 4 high school 
kids are using e-cigarettes, and more 
than 1 in 10 middle school children are 
following their example. Kids are using 
these products because of the cool, 
sleek designs of devices like JUUL and 
because of the flavors designed to ap-
peal to just kids. Listen to them: cot-
ton candy, unicorn milk, cool mint, 
mom’s sugar cookie, and, of course, 
menthol. 

According to the Food and Drug Ad-
ministration, more than 80 percent of 
children who vape started with fla-
vored e-cigarettes. Does anyone believe 
that these vaping flavors are actually 
intended for a 50-year-old chain smoker 
looking to quit cigarettes—flavors like 
Farley’s Gnarly Sauce, Bubble Purp by 
Chubby Bubble, Blue Razz by Candy 
King, and Cotton Candy by Zonk? Do 
you honestly think a 50-year-old trying 
to break a tobacco cigarette habit is 
going to buy Cotton Candy by Zonk 
flavoring? 

Every single one of these products is 
on the market today without review or 
authorization from the Food and Drug 
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Administration. That is because under 
President Trump, the FDA decided to 
delay regulation of these products for 
years. And while the FDA dithers, chil-
dren get addicted. As a result, it is the 
Wild Wild West out there with respect 
to unapproved, unregulated, dangerous, 
and addictive vaping products, and it is 
our kids who are paying the price. 

Despite what Big Vape says, these 
products are not safe. In recent 
months, we have seen thousands of ill-
nesses and 42 deaths associated with 
vaping, including four in Illinois. 

Two weeks ago, a woman came up to 
me and said: You don’t know me. I am 
a nurse. And she gave me the name of 
the hospital. She said: I just want to 
tell you, I was there when that 22-year- 
old man died last week from vaping. He 
had been in our hospital for months 
waiting for a lung transplant because 
of the damage he had done to his lungs 
by vaping. He couldn’t find a donor, 
and he died. 

There are other known dangers asso-
ciated with e-cigarettes and nicotine. 
Nicotine is a toxic, highly addictive 
substance that raises blood pressure 
and spikes adrenaline, increasing the 
risk of heart disease. Nicotine can have 
short- and long-term negative health 
impacts on the developing brain. Kids 
who use e-cigarettes are more likely to 
transition to tobacco cigarettes, and 
those kill 480,000 Americans each year. 
There is hardly a family in this coun-
try who hasn’t been touched by to-
bacco-related death and disease. 

A Dartmouth study shows that e-cig-
arette use leads to 81 new smokers for 
every 1 smoker who quits. Don’t buy 
the pitch from JUUL that you ought to 
be vaping so that you can get off of to-
bacco cigarettes. It is running just the 
opposite—kids starting on vaping and 
converting to tobacco cigarettes. 

What do we know about e-cigarettes? 
They are predominately used by our 
children. Flavors play a major role in 
hooking kids on nicotine. Nicotine use 
harms the developing brain, and kids 
who vape are more likely than their 
peers to transition to tobacco ciga-
rettes. 

Now let’s consider what we don’t 
know about e-cigarettes. We don’t 
know whether they are safe. We don’t 
know whether they actually help adult 
smokers quit. We often don’t know 
what the ingredients are in those de-
vices. 

E-cigarette flavors need to come off 
the market unless or until they can 
prove they have a public health ben-
efit—and good luck to that. 

The President of the United States, 
the Secretary of Health and Human 
Services, and the head of the Food and 
Drug Administration all told us on 
September 11 that they were on the 
side of kids and families and public 
health, and they promised us they were 
going to do something about it. Today, 
I am sending the President a letter 
asking him to keep his word, to ban e- 
cigarette flavors, which threaten our 
kids with a lifetime of nicotine addic-
tion, illness, and, sadly, even death. 

Along with families nationwide, I am 
hoping the President cares more about 
children than he does about the lob-
bying pressure from big tobacco and 
big vape companies. Just because they 
can buy an ad on FOX TV does not 
mean they are right. 

For goodness’ sake, Mr. President, 
stick with your promise of September 
11. Protect our kids from this vaping 
epidemic. 

I ask unanimous consent that my let-
ter to the President be printed in the 
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD. 

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the 
RECORD, as follows: 

U.S. SENATE, 
Washington, DC, November 19, 2019. 

Hon. DONALD J. TRUMP, 
President of the United States, 
The White House, Washington, DC. 

DEAR MR. PRESIDENT: As President of the 
United States, you have a responsibility to 
put the health and safety of our people—es-
pecially our nation’s children—above all 
else. On September 11, 2019, you were poised 
to do just that, announcing a long-overdue 
plan from the Oval Office to quickly ban all 
non-tobacco flavored e-cigarettes, including 
flavors such as cotton candy, sugar cookie, 
fruit medley, cool mint, and menthol. Sit-
ting alongside the First Lady, Health and 
Human Services (HHS) Secretary, and then- 
Acting Food and Drug Administration (FDA) 
Commissioner, it had all the trappings of a 
made-for-television event you seem to relish. 

Along with all major public health, edu-
cation, and parent organizations, I praised 
this move because e-cigarettes—and their ac-
companying kid-friendly fiavors—are revers-
ing decades of hard-fought progress our na-
tion has made in reducing youth smoking 
rates. And now, along with all major public 
health, education, and parent organizations, 
I have watched in horror over the past two 
months as you have seemingly caved to Big 
Tobacco and Big Vape lobbying pressure, 
breaking your promise to address our na-
tion’s youth vaping epidemic. 

Here is what we know about e-cigarettes: 
We know that, in the past two years of 

your presidency, our nation has experienced 
a 135 percent increase in youth use of e-ciga-
rettes. 

We know that five million children are now 
vaping, including more than one in four 
high-school students and more than one in 
ten middle-school students. 

We know that nearly 30 percent of children 
under the age of 18 are now vaping, compared 
with less than 4 percent of adults. 

We know that JUUL has fueled this youth 
public health ‘‘epidemic,’’ as it has been de-
fined by every major federal health official 
in your Administration. 

We know that e-cigarette flavors—includ-
ing mint and menthol—are why children 
first try and become addicted to e-cigarettes. 

We know that more than 2,000 Americans 
have recently been sickened as a result of 
vaping. We also know that, to date, 42 people 
have died—including four in my state. 

We know that not a single e-cigarette 
product available for purchase today is on 
the market with authorization from the 
FDA. 

Finally, we know that your Administra-
tion has completely abdicated its duty to 
protect the public health by repeatedly de-
laying and refusing to regulate any of these 
dangerous and addictive products. 

Here is what we do not know about e-ciga-
rettes: 

We do not know the short- or long-term 
health impacts of using these products, espe-

cially in children (though we do know that 
use of nicotine in the developing brain has 
many negative and long-term health con-
sequences). 

We do not always know what ingredients— 
beyond nicotine—are in e-cigarettes and the 
accompanying flavors, nor do we know the 
short- or long-term health impact of the use 
of those ingredients. We do not if e-ciga-
rettes and flavors actually help adult smok-
ers quit cigarettes (though we do know that 
e-cigarette use leads to 80 new smokers for 
every one smoker who reports quitting). 

We do not conclusively know why so many 
people who vape are getting sick and dying. 

We do not have answers to these questions 
because the tobacco and vaping industries— 
shrouded in secrecy and deception—have re-
fused to conduct the much-needed clinical 
trials and studies, instead preferring to keep 
the health consequences a secret. Perhaps 
even more concerning is that your FDA—the 
federal agency responsible for regulating to-
bacco products—has not required them to do 
so. 

More than two months ago, when you an-
nounced the impending e-cigarette flavor 
ban, you stated, ‘‘We have a problem in our 
country . . . It’s a problem nobody really 
thought about too much a few years ago, and 
it’s called ‘vaping’—especially vaping as it 
pertains to innocent children . . . And we’re 
going to have to do something about it . . . 
We’re looking at very strong rules and regu-
lations.’’ 

You further stated, ‘‘Vaping has become a 
very big business, as I understand it—like a 
giant business in a very short period of time. 
But we can’t allow people to get sick, and we 
can’t have our youth be so affected.’’ 

During your September Oval Office press 
conference with the First Lady, you made 
big promises that you now appear to be 
breaking. Children and families nationwide 
are still hoping that you will reverse course 
and quickly implement an e-cigarette flavor 
ban that protects our next generation from a 
lifetime of nicotine addiction, illness, and 
death. 

Sincerely, 
RICHARD J. DURBIN, 

U.S. Senator. 
AFFORDABLE CARE ACT 

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, thanks 
to the Affordable Care Act, 20 million 
Americans have health insurance, in-
cluding more than 1 million in my 
State of Illinois. Why is it so impor-
tant? Let me tell you the story of 
Stefanie from Oak Park, IL. Recently, 
Stefanie wrote about her son, who has 
a history of mental health and sub-
stance abuse issues. Because of the Af-
fordable Care Act, her son will be able 
to stay on her health insurance plan 
until he reaches the age of 26. 

The Affordable Care Act also re-
quired that all health plans cover men-
tal health and addiction treatment. It 
is hard to imagine that people were 
selling health insurance in America 
that did not cover mental health and 
addiction. 

Two Senators on the floor of the Sen-
ate—Paul Wellstone, who stood right 
over there, and Pete Domenici, who 
stood there—teamed up to require that 
every health insurance plan in America 
cover mental illness. It is so obvious. It 
is an issue many families face. But 
health insurance plans were excluding 
it. Why did these two Senators who 
were wildly different politically decide 
they would team up for this? Paul 
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Wellstone had a brother and Senator 
Domenici had a son who were strug-
gling with mental illness, and they 
didn’t have protection in their health 
insurance, so the Senators fought to 
include it. 

Thank goodness they did. Because of 
that health law, insurance companies 
cannot discriminate against Stefanie’s 
son because of his medical history. Her 
son just graduated college. She is 
thankful he can stay on her company’s 
policy until he gets a job, and she is 
thankful her premiums are not higher 
due to her son’s health needs. Stefanie 
is afraid that if these protections go 
away because of a court case that is 
currently pending or the actions of the 
Republican majority in this Senate, 
her son will be uninsurable or face 
enormous medical bills that he will be 
unable to pay. Stefanie wrote to me, 
and she said that if the Affordable Care 
Act were to be eliminated, they are 
‘‘contemplating leaving this country to 
seek manageable health care.’’ 

Democrats are fighting to keep 
healthcare protections for people like 
Stefanie and her son. Because of the 
Affordable Care Act, people with pre-
existing conditions can no longer be de-
nied coverage or charged higher pre-
miums. Is there anyone among us who 
doesn’t know someone with a pre-
existing condition? I have one. This 
protects 5 million people in Illinois 
who have a preexisting condition. 

Insurance companies are no longer 
allowed to impose annual or lifetime 
caps on benefits or to deny coverage for 
mental health, substance abuse treat-
ment, prescription drugs, or hos-
pitalizations, and young people are al-
lowed to stay on their parents’ plan 
until they reach age 26. 

Despite the Republican and Trump 
administration’s continued efforts to 
repeal these protections both in Con-
gress and in the courts, health insur-
ance under the Affordable Care Act is 
open for business. If you are interested 
and want to know the policies avail-
able, healthcare.gov is the website to 
visit. 

Open enrollment for 2020 health plans 
began on November 1 and ends on De-
cember 15. If you can, sign up. It is a 
protection that you hope you will 
never need, but if you need it, it is 
good to have it. 

I yield the floor. 
I suggest the absence of a quorum. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will call the roll. 
The legislative clerk proceeded to 

call the roll. 
Mr. CASEY. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. CASEY. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent to speak as in 
morning business. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

RUSSIA 
Mr. CASEY. Mr. President, beginning 

with Russia’s interference in our 2016 

national elections, to the recent with-
drawal of U.S. troops from Syria, 
President Trump has made multiple 
statements and decisions that serve 
only to benefit Vladimir Putin’s agen-
da to undermine democracy and expand 
Russia’s influence around the world. 

Taken together, these actions aren’t 
just a threat to U.S. national security, 
but they also undercut and diminish 
some of the core tenets and values of 
American democracy and global leader-
ship. The U.S. Senate, as part of a co-
equal branch of government, must rec-
ognize this threat and act as a body to 
ensure our institutions at home and in-
terests abroad are protected. Thus far, 
we have not lived up to this solemn re-
sponsibility. 

Let me start with a seminal news ar-
ticle from the Washington Post, just 
recently. White House reporter Anne 
Gearan, in her October 15, 2019, article, 
catalogs how the Trump administra-
tion has allowed Russia to assert domi-
nance globally. The headline reads: 
‘‘Trump’s moves in Ukraine and Syria 
have a common denominator: Both 
help Russia.’’ 

Anne Gearan writes as follows, and I 
will quote in pertinent part. 

. . . President Trump has taken action 
that has had the effect of helping the author-
itarian leader of Russia. 

. . . [The President’s] actions in Syria and 
Ukraine add to the list of policy moves and 
public statements that have boosted Russia 
during his presidency, whether that was 
their central purpose or not, confounding 
critics who have warned that he has taken 
too soft a stance toward a nation led by a 
strongman hostile to the United States. 

Anne Gearan goes on to discuss how 
President Trump’s withdrawal of U.S. 
troops from Syria has allowed Russia 
to assert a more dominant role in the 
region. She also discusses how the 
President’s intimidation of Ukraine’s 
recently elected President Zelensky 
has become the subject of a domestic 
impeachment inquiry and distracted 
from actual engagement and support to 
Ukraine as it continues to grapple with 
Russian aggression. 

Anne Gearan also notes: 
[President] Trump has publicly questioned 

the usefulness of NATO—the post-World War 
II military alliance established as a bulwark 
against first the Soviet Union and now Rus-
sia—as well as the utility of the European 
Union, a political and economic alliance 
Putin would love to weaken. 

This is all written by Anne Gearan. 
These actions have led to a growing 

consensus among the national security 
community that the President is not 
serving the national interest. Let me 
move to a second part of this. 

Sadly, President Trump’s recent ac-
tions with regard to Syria and Ukraine 
are, unfortunately, not isolated. Presi-
dent Trump has been consistent in tak-
ing actions that favor Russia. As early 
as April of 2016, then-candidate Donald 
Trump vowed to pursue closer ties to 
Russia if elected to the Presidency. 
Even before he took office, by way of 
Twitter and other platforms he was 
signaling to Vladimir Putin his def-

erence to a Putin-driven U.S.-Russia 
dynamic. 

From there, the American people 
have only learned more about the 
Trump campaign’s ties to Russia and 
Russia’s interference in the 2016 Presi-
dential election. 

The intelligence community’s un-
classified report concluded: 

We assess Russian President Vladimir 
Putin ordered an influence campaign in 2016 
aimed at the U.S. presidential election. Rus-
sia’s goals were to undermine public faith in 
the U.S. democratic process, denigrate Sec-
retary Clinton, and harm her electability 
and potential presidency. We further assess 
Putin and the Russian government developed 
a clear preference for President-elect Trump. 

The interference with our election 
process by a hostile government was an 
attack on our democracy and a threat 
to our national security carried out by 
Russian operatives at the direction of 
Vladimir Putin himself. 

Since Special Counsel Robert 
Mueller’s appointment as special coun-
sel to investigate Russia’s attack, 34 
indictments have been returned in con-
nection with the investigation, includ-
ing indictments against Russian indi-
viduals and Russian companies, as well 
as former Trump campaign manager 
Paul Manafort and deputy campaign 
manager Rick Gates, who were charged 
with ‘‘conspiracy against the United 
States.’’ Special Counsel Mueller also 
secured guilty pleas from other cam-
paign advisers, including George 
Papadopoulos and Michael Flynn. 

Despite this ample evidence of 
wrongdoing, the President attempted 
to impede the Russia probe at every 
step of the way. The U.S. intelligence 
community, the Senate Intelligence 
Committee, and Robert Mueller and his 
team of investigators have done a great 
service to our Nation in investigating 
the Trump campaign’s ties to Russia 
and Russian interference in our elec-
tion. The findings further confirm that 
President Trump not only benefitted 
from Russian interference but, as Anne 
Gearan wrote in the October 15 Wash-
ington Post story, President Trump 
‘‘has also disputed, at times, the U.S. 
intelligence community’s conclusion 
that Russia interfered in the 2016 elec-
tion to boost his candidacy, and he 
only reluctantly signed a bill imposing 
sanctions on Russia for the trans-
gression after weeks of resisting the 
measure, which he called, ‘seriously 
flawed.’’’ 

Anne Gearan is referencing the Coun-
tering America’s Adversaries Through 
Sanctions Act, known by the acronym 
CAATSA, or C-A-A-T-S-A. That is leg-
islation that I supported, and it passed 
both Houses of Congress with bipar-
tisan support to impose sanctions on 
U.S. adversaries, including Russia, for 
its incursions into Ukraine and Syria 
and interference in our elections. 

I believe it is likely that if CAATSA 
did not clearly prohibit it, President 
Trump would have removed preexisting 
Russia sanctions by now. 

So the evidence is clear. By inter-
fering in our national elections and 
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elevating Donald Trump’s prospects for 
success as a candidate, Vladimir Putin 
was assuring that a personal ally would 
be installed in the White House and 
that that particular ally would clear 
the way for Putin to advance his for-
eign policy goals around the world. 

Let me move to a second—or, I 
should say, a third—part of this. If it 
isn’t bad enough that the President is 
himself undermining our intelligence 
community’s findings, he has deployed 
Attorney General William Barr to try 
and discredit those findings—those 
findings by our intelligence commu-
nity with regard to interactions with 
allies. 

William Barr has been traveling the 
world chasing conspiracy theories and 
investigating President Trump’s com-
plaints about the origins of the govern-
ment’s investigation into Russian elec-
tion interference. Specifically, the At-
torney General is examining whether 
U.S. intelligence and law enforcement 
agencies acted properly when they ex-
amined possible ties between the 
Trump campaign and Russia, which ul-
timately led to Special Counsel 
Mueller’s investigation. We have 
learned that this probe is now a crimi-
nal investigation, suggesting that it is 
focused on the unfounded allegations 
pushed by the President’s allies about 
how the Russia probe was started. 

Considering that Special Counsel 
Mueller, the intelligence community, 
and the bipartisan Senate Intelligence 
Committee all confirmed in great de-
tail that Russia interfered in the 2016 
election, it is entirely unclear what 
legal or factual predicate Attorney 
General Barr is even relying on to jus-
tify this criminal investigation into 
the origins of the government’s inves-
tigation into Russia’s election inter-
ference. 

Attorney General Barr is pursuing 
these efforts, despite the fact that 
Italy’s Prime Minister Giuseppe Conte 
stated that Italy’s intelligence services 
played no role in the Russian inves-
tigation. It appears that Attorney Gen-
eral Barr is using the Justice Depart-
ment to chase unsubstantiated con-
spiracy theories that could benefit the 
President politically and also under-
mine Special Counsel Robert Mueller’s 
Russia investigation. 

The Attorney General has also dem-
onstrated eagerness to prejudge his 
own investigation by already telling 
lawmakers in April that he believed 
that ‘‘spying did occur’’ by the FBI on 
the Trump campaign. So the President 
has dispatched a top U.S. law enforce-
ment official around the world to pur-
sue a biased investigation into an ef-
fort to undermine our intelligence 
agencies and to undermine the work of 
a special counsel who was appointed by 
the very same Justice Department that 
Attorney General Barr leads, with the 
primary goal—the primary goal—being 
to clear Vladimir Putin’s government 
of wrongdoing. It is hard to com-
prehend or adequately articulate how 
disturbing that is. 

Let me move to another part of the 
evidence with regard to how the Presi-
dent deals with President Putin and his 
government—the Helsinki summit. 
President Trump’s dangerous deference 
to Vladimir Putin was most evident at 
the July 2018 summit in Helsinki. 
Putin and President Trump had a 2- 
hour one-on-one meeting, followed by 
an unprecedented press conference. 

President Trump appears to over-
whelmingly favor one-on-one, closed- 
door, direct communications with 
Putin on a regular basis. I have to ask 
at least two questions, among many we 
could ask. Question No. 1 is, What is he 
hiding? No. 2 is, Why not have experi-
enced U.S. personnel present at such 
bilateral meetings? 

Even more disturbing were the Presi-
dent’s statements following the 
Trump-Putin meeting. Here is a brief 
summary of what happened at that 
meeting: 

President Trump praised Putin and 
his leadership. 

No. 2, he repeatedly sided with Putin 
over our intelligence community, as-
serting that Russia did not, in fact, 
interfere in the 2016 elections. The 
President repeatedly siding with Putin 
over our intelligence community was a 
grave offense by the President that 
made our Nation less safe—in my judg-
ment, for sure less safe. It was one of 
the worst moments in any American 
Presidency. 

No. 3 in my brief summary of that 
public meeting in Helsinki is that Mr. 
Putin was silent the whole time when 
this was happening. 

President Trump’s rambling com-
ments over several minutes reflect not 
only the President’s disturbing desire 
to flatter and to show support for 
Putin but also his complete failure—in 
that instance, his complete failure—to 
advance U.S. interests. 

Let me move to the impeachment 
that is underway regarding Ukraine. 

The transcript of the now-infamous 
July 25 phone call with Ukrainian 
President Volodymyr Zelensky that is 
the subject of the current impeach-
ment inquiry also reflects the Presi-
dent’s failure to prioritize U.S. na-
tional security interests when it comes 
to Russia. 

Going back to Anne Gearan and the 
Washington Post story of October 15 of 
this year, she wrote: ‘‘During that call, 
Trump did not mention longstanding 
U.S. policy goals for Ukraine, including 
standing up to Russian pressure, and he 
may have tarred and weakened 
Zelensky and his winning anti-corrup-
tion platform by dragging him into do-
mestic U.S. politics.’’ 

Such major omissions send a clear 
signal to Putin that he could expand 
his aggression in Ukraine beyond Cri-
mea and to the Ukrainian people and 
also the message to the Ukrainian peo-
ple that Zelensky is not going to be the 
strong leader with U.S. backing that 
Ukraine needs at this time. 

We have already seen the impact of 
President Trump’s abandonment of 

Ukraine amid this impeachment scan-
dal. In early October, President 
Zelensky was effectively backed into a 
corner to sign Ukraine on to the so- 
called Steinmeier Formula, which sets 
the path toward elections in the 
Donbass region of eastern Ukraine and 
eventual negotiations with Russia over 
the future of Russian-occupied terri-
tories. He did this without achieving 
previously imposed preconditions of 
Russian troop withdrawal and security 
for the elections. 

Zelensky was effectively shamed into 
pursuing this Steinmeier Formula 
after President Trump urged him to ne-
gotiate with Putin—with Putin—sev-
eral times on camera during the United 
Nations General Assembly meetings in 
September. As Anne Gearan puts it, 
‘‘The result: A country that was look-
ing for strong U.S. backing, amid wor-
ries that Russia could seek to move its 
aggression beyond the annexation of 
Crimea, has been left to wonder about 
the Trump administration’s commit-
ment to its national interests.’’ 

Let me move to Syria. President 
Trump’s latest moves in Syria only 
further amplify the alarm over this 
President’s affinity for Vladimir Putin. 

In early October, President Trump 
announced the abrupt withdrawal of 
U.S. troops from Syria, clearing the 
way for Turkey to pursue a military 
operation against Kurdish allies of the 
United States in northern Syria. Fol-
lowing an initial U.S.-brokered 
ceasefire, Turkish and Russian authori-
ties have agreed to a more permanent 
status, sharing control of Syria’s 
northern border. 

Turkish and Russian forces are not 
only occupying Kurdish-held areas but 
also further expanding Russia’s role in 
Syria and committing war crimes 
against Kurdish civilians, according to 
the United Nations. 

Russia has already occupied U.S. 
military camps in the region, and 
Turkish President Erdogan’s deepening 
relationship with Vladimir Putin—as 
evidenced by Turkey’s purchase of the 
Russian S–400 missile system—only un-
dercuts U.S. influence in Syria, all but 
guaranteeing that U.S. interests will 
not be represented in a future Syrian 
political settlement. 

President Trump’s decision serves to 
benefit Vladimir Putin. Prior to with-
drawal, the United States was Russia’s 
only military equal in Syria, but Rus-
sia is now the primary and, according 
to some analysts, the sole power 
broker in Syria. 

In the vacuum left by the United 
States, Putin will be able to return 
control of the country to Bashar al- 
Assad, exercise increased control over 
Turkey—a NATO ally—and return to 
Russia’s Cold War-era dominance in 
the Middle East. 

As Georgetown University Russia 
specialist Andrew Bennett put it, 
‘‘[W]hat is clear is that Russia and the 
[Bashar al-] Assad regime that it backs 
have been the big winners in Trump’s 
abrupt retreat. . . . Now, suddenly 
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Putin is back in the driver’s seat in 
Syria, with leverage over all sides.’’ 

Mr. President, it is even worse than 
that. Let me recount some recent news 
with regard to actions by Vladimir 
Putin. 

President Trump’s transgression goes 
beyond simply allowing Russia to fill a 
vacuum. On October 13, just 2 days be-
fore Anne Gearan’s Washington Post 
story, the New York Times reported 
that ‘‘the Russian Air Force has re-
peatedly bombed hospitals in Syria in 
order to crush the last pockets of re-
sistance to President Bashar al-Assad.’’ 

The Times published evidence in that 
story that the Russians bombed four 
Syrian hospitals in a 12-hour period in 
May of this year. During the assault, 
the Kafr Nabl Surgical Hospital in Idlib 
Province was struck four times in 30 
minutes. Let me say that again. A hos-
pital was struck four times in 30 min-
utes. Dozens of hospitals and clinics in 
Idlib Province have been struck since, 
and Syrian medical workers live in 
constant fear of the next strike. 

Russia continues to act with impu-
nity. Not only did it bomb another hos-
pital in Idlib last week, Russia is using 
its sway at the United Nations Secu-
rity Council—where U.S. leadership has 
diminished significantly under this ad-
ministration—to limit the scope and 
the impact of a U.N. inquiry into these 
bombings. 

Such atrocities go beyond the pale of 
violating the Geneva Conventions and 
the laws of war; they demonstrate just 
how ruthless Putin and his regime are 
and the lengths they are willing to go 
to assert Russia’s influence in the Mid-
dle East. The tragedy is, this adminis-
tration is allowing it to happen. Under 
this administration, we have seen U.S. 
leadership erode and multilateral insti-
tutions deteriorate to the point where 
the U.N. is powerless to hold Russia ac-
countable for these atrocities. 

I cannot emphasize enough that this 
administration is not only failing the 
American people with regard to our re-
lationship with Russia and national se-
curity interests, but it is also making 
us less safe by allowing unspeakable 
atrocities to occur against innocent ci-
vilians—all on our watch. 

IMPEACHMENT 
Mr. President, I will be brief because 

I know I only have about 5 minutes be-
fore we have to move on, but I want to 
turn to some brief comments about the 
courageous public servants whom we 
have watched and will continue to 
watch testify before the House Intel-
ligence Committee both last week and 
again this week in the impeachment 
inquiry. 

We have heard from George Kent, 
Ambassador Taylor, Ambassador 
Yovanovitch, and today, Lieutenant 
Colonel Vindman and others, and my 
remarks go out to do justice to all 
those who will testify for their cour-
age. I want to make some brief com-
ments. 

These individuals and so many others 
are putting their careers and reputa-

tions on the line to testify publicly in 
defense of U.S. national security, 
moral leadership, and our democratic 
institutions. It is outrageous—and that 
is an understatement—that they have 
been subjected to partisan attacks— 
public servants who have sacrificed so 
much for our Nation. In the case of the 
diplomats, the diplomats have been at-
tacked without any support or defense 
from Secretary of State Pompeo or 
other senior Department of State offi-
cials. 

We should all be inspired by these 
and countless other public servants 
who work to protect and serve the 
United States every day. When I reflect 
upon their service to our country and 
their integrity, I am reminded of just 
one line from ‘‘America the Beautiful: 
‘‘O beautiful for patriot dream, That 
sees beyond the years.’’ One of the 
dreams of a patriot, of course, is to see 
beyond our own circumstances, to 
dream about a better future by uphold-
ing our institutions and by serving the 
rule of law, our democracy, and our 
Constitution. 

I will skip over all of the information 
we already know about the service of 
these Ambassadors and just conclude 
with some comments about what hap-
pened today. 

Today, Lieutenant Colonel Vindman, 
before questioning by the committee 
Members, was going through his expe-
rience. I will go through it briefly: in-
fantry officer, foreign area officer spe-
cializing in European and Eurasian po-
litical military affairs, political mili-
tary affairs officer, serving on the Na-
tional Security Council, and serving 
our country in combat and paying the 
price of being wounded in combat. 

At the end of his statement today, 
Lieutenant Colonel Vindman talked 
about his father. He said: 

His courageous decision [to come to this 
country] inspired a deep sense of gratitude in 
my brothers and myself and instilled in us a 
sense of duty and service. All three of us 
served or are currently serving in the mili-
tary. Our collective military service is a spe-
cial part of our family’s story in America. 

He went on to say: 
I am grateful for my father’s brave act of 

hope 40 years ago and for the privilege of 
being an American citizen and public serv-
ant, where I can live free of fear for mine and 
my family’s safety. 

He contrasted that with what hap-
pens in Russia. I think it is a good re-
minder for all of us. 

Let me conclude with these thoughts. 
It is appalling to see individuals such 
as Lieutenant Colonel Vindman who 
dedicated their entire lives to the safe-
ty and security of the United States be 
smeared by the President and by his 
attack dogs who are more concerned 
about tweets and FOX News headlines 
than protecting our Nation’s domestic 
foundations. 

Nothing the President has said or 
done in his nearly 3 years as President 
convinces me he has any understanding 
of public service. Looking beyond the 
current impeachment inquiry, this ad-

ministration’s blatant disregard and 
disrespect for career diplomats has had 
a grave impact on the State Depart-
ment and our National Security Agen-
cy’s ability to recruit the next genera-
tion of talented, committed public 
servants who promote U.S. interests 
abroad. 

I will not allow this administration’s 
continuing assault on our diplomats to 
undermine, devalue, or dishonor their 
service or the service of future patriots 
who choose to make a career of serving 
and protecting our Nation. 

The Ambassadors and officials who 
testified last week, as well as today— 
others, including Lieutenant Colonel 
Vindman—have lived honorable and du-
tiful lives in service to the United 
States of America. We owe them our 
deepest gratitude and appreciation for 
their integrity and commitment to 
American values. These are real Amer-
ican heroes who, despite the Presi-
dent’s bullying and harassment, have 
stood up in defense of our democratic 
institutions and the values the Found-
ers fought for to guide our Nation. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Tennessee. 

WIND PRODUCTION TAX CREDIT 

Mr. ALEXANDER. Mr. President, I 
have come to the floor to talk about 
the wind production tax credit. This is 
a subject that I’ve talked about before. 
The Senator from Pennsylvania, Mr. 
TOOMEY, will, I believe, come soon to 
talk on the same subject. 

The wind production tax credit is so 
generous with taxpayers’ money that 
wind developers can actually give away 
their electricity for free and still make 
a profit. Let me say that again. I am 
talking today about the wind produc-
tion tax credit, which is a tax sub-
sidy—taxpayer dollars—given to wind 
developers, and it is so generous that 
the developers can actually, in some 
cases, give away their electricity for 
free and still make a profit. 

That wind production tax credit has 
been extended 11 times. It has been on 
the books for more than 25 years. This 
was a tax credit that was supposed to 
jump-start a new industry—that’s 25 
years of jump-starting. Four years ago, 
Congress agreed to end it. We thought 
that was it. In doing so, Congress asked 
taxpayers to provide another $24 bil-
lion, according to the Joint Committee 
on Taxation, to extend the wind pro-
duction tax credit—$24 billion more in 
subsidies for another 5 years and 
gradually phase out the credit. That is 
what we thought we did 4 years ago. We 
would spend $24 billion more in ex-
change for phasing out and ending the 
wind production tax credit. This is on 
top of the nearly $10 billion taxpayers 
paid between 2008 and 2015 and the bil-
lions more the taxpayers have paid 
since the wind production tax credit 
was created in 1992. That was supposed 
to be the end of the wind production 
tax credit 4 years ago. Remember, it 
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was supposed to jump-start a new in-
dustry. President Obama’s Energy Sec-
retary said years ago that wind is al-
ready a mature industry. That was dur-
ing the Obama administration. 

Now some Members of Congress are 
trying to break the agreement of 4 
years ago to end the wind production 
tax credit. Earlier this summer, the 
House Ways and Means Committee re-
ported legislation that extends that 
credit through the end of 2020. This 
huge amount of money is not the only 
thing wrong with that proposal. 

First, the wind production tax credit 
undercuts reliable electricity like nu-
clear power. This is called negative 
pricing, which is when wind developers 
have such a big subsidy that they can 
give away their electricity and still 
make money. If you are a wind devel-
oper, for every kilowatt hour of elec-
tricity one of these 40-story-high wind 
structures produces, the taxpayers will 
pay you up to 2.3 cents, which in some 
markets is more than the cost of the 
wholesale value of each kilowatt hour 
of electricity. Negative pricing such as 
this distorts the marketplace. It puts 
at risk more reliable forms of energy 
such as nuclear power, which produces 
60 percent of all the carbon-free elec-
tricity in the United States. In con-
trast, wind produces about 19 percent 
of all the carbon-free electricity in the 
United States. I think it is important 
to produce carbon-free electricity. I be-
lieve climate change is a problem and 
that humans are a cause of the prob-
lem. 

Why would we undercut the produc-
tion of nuclear power—which is 60 per-
cent of our carbon-free electricity—by 
the negative pricing of this big, expen-
sive wind production tax credit? With 
nuclear power available, expecting a 
country the size of the United States 
to operate on windmills is the energy 
equivalent of going to war in sail 
boats. 

Second, in my view, windmills de-
stroy the environment rather than 
save it. You could run these 40-story 
structures from Georgia to Maine to 
produce electricity, scarring the entire 
eastern landscape or you could produce 
the same amount of electricity with 
eight nuclear power plants. If you did 
run these giant structures from Geor-
gia to Maine, you would still need nat-
ural gas or nuclear power to produce 
electricity when the wind is not blow-
ing, which is most of the time. 

There is a much better way to spend 
the dollars that are available for clean 
energy. Instead of subsidizing wind de-
velopers, the United States could use 
that money to double the nearly $6.6 
billion that the Federal Government 
spends on basic energy research to 
make truly bold breakthroughs that 
will help us provide cleaner, cheaper 
energy and raise family incomes. 

Earlier this year, I came to the Sen-
ate floor and called for a New Manhat-
tan Project for Clean Energy, a 5-year 
project with 10 grand challenges that 
will use American research and tech-

nology to put our country and the 
world firmly on a path toward cleaner, 
cheaper energy. Specifically, I encour-
aged funding breakthroughs in ad-
vanced nuclear reactors, natural gas, 
carbon capture, better batteries, 
greener buildings, electric vehicles, 
cheaper solar, fusion, advanced com-
puting, and doubling energy research 
funding. All of that is a better use of 
funding than more funding for wind de-
velopers, which is so generous that in 
some cases they can give away their 
electricity and still make a profit. Let 
wind energy go where we said it should 
go in 2015; let it go unsubsidized into 
the free market. That is where we 
thought we sent it 4 years ago, and 
that is where it should go. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Pennsylvania. 
Mr. TOOMEY. Mr. President, I want 

to join my colleague from Tennessee in 
explaining why we ought to allow this 
deal to stand—the deal that was struck 
some years ago to phase out these in-
credibly inefficient subsidies. 

I thank my colleague from Tennessee 
for his leadership on this issue. As you 
know, this is a very large tax subsidy. 
The government is already set to spend 
about $67 billion in energy tax sub-
sidies just over the next 5 years, and 
we should be very clear about this: 
These subsidies lead to a lower stand-
ard of living. When we choose to take 
an inefficient form of energy and throw 
a lot of money at it, it just lowers the 
standard of living. We have less re-
sources available for all the other 
things we could be doing with that 
money. 

As my colleague from Tennessee 
mentioned, the wind production tax 
credit began in 1992 for the very 
straightforward, simple reason that it 
couldn’t compete. It is completely eco-
nomically uncompetitive. The idea is, 
we will have this temporary subsidy to 
enable the wind production to reach an 
economy of scale, reach a maturity in 
the industry that would allow it to 
compete, and the consensus at the time 
was that ought to be achieved by about 
1999. After about 7 years of taxpayer 
subsidies, the industry should be on its 
feet, should be competitive, and there 
would be technological improvements 
and everything would be fine. That was 
20 years ago. We have been subsidizing 
it ever since. 

We extended this program 11 times. 
The wind component of all of our en-
ergy subsidies is about $25 billion over 
a 5-year period, and they still can’t 
compete. The reason it can’t compete 
is because it is just extremely expen-
sive to build the electricity-generating 
capacity if it is a windmill. It is much 
more expensive than alternative forms 
of energy. The cost of building wind ca-
pacity versus natural gas, for instance, 
is pretty stark. It costs less than $1,000 
per kilowatt of capacity for a natural 
gas-fired powerplant. It costs over 
$1,600 per kilowatt for wind production. 

Obviously, after the production is 
done, windmills don’t require ongoing 

fuel. Amazingly enough, that savings is 
not enough to ever recoup the huge 
amount of capital you have to lay out 
upfront to build this very, very expen-
sive technology. You don’t have to 
take my word for it. Warren Buffett 
had something to say about this. He 
knows something about investments. 
He knows something about economic 
efficiency. Warren Buffett said: 

We get a tax credit if we build a lot of wind 
farms. That is the only reason to build them. 
They don’t make sense without the tax cred-
it. 

That is the reality we have. It is 
compounded by the fact, of course, that 
wind energy is inherently unreliable. 
This will come as no surprise to my 
colleagues. You don’t generate elec-
tricity from a windmill unless the wind 
is blowing. Unfortunately, it is just a 
fact of nature that wind generation 
tends to peak in the middle of the 
night and early morning hours when 
our energy needs are at their lowest. 

It is very hard to store electricity, so 
we end up with this bizarre situation 
that the Senator from Tennessee al-
luded to, where sometimes the wind 
farms are generating tremendous 
amounts of electricity, when no one 
needs electricity, because there is a 
wind storm in the middle of the night, 
but because they are so heavily sub-
sidized by taxpayers, the wind farm 
companies are willing to pay the elec-
tric grid operator to take their elec-
tricity. Normally, you sell your elec-
tricity. They actually will pay money 
to have the electrical grid take their 
electricity. This is extremely disrup-
tive for the conventional sources of 
electricity, whether it is nuclear or gas 
or coal, because they have to be there 
all the time to adjust for the wild fluc-
tuations that come from wind-gen-
erated electricity. It is very hard for 
them to have a vehicle business model 
when occasionally the product they 
produce has a negative value. It is just 
bizarre. 

I want to stress another element of 
this, which is the original rationale. 
The original rationale was that this 
was a new industry. It was going to 
need some help getting on its feet and 
getting established, and after some pe-
riod of time, it would be able to com-
pete on its own. This is no longer even 
remotely the case. In fact, there is a 
tremendous amount of wind-generated 
electricity in America because these 
subsidies have been so big for so long. 

In 1999, we had only 41⁄2 billion kilo-
watt hours of electricity generated 
from wind. In 2018, we had 275 billion 
kilowatt hours—a 6,000-percent in-
crease in two decades. It is now 7 per-
cent of all U.S. electricity generation 
because these subsidies are so expen-
sive. 

I think it was, in part, because of the 
enormous growth of this industry and 
the maturity of it—the decades-long 
history—that Congress finally decided 
back in 2015 that we would phase out 
these subsidies. We wouldn’t do it im-
mediately, but we would phase them 
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out by 2019. So 20 years after the sub-
sidies were supposed to end, we are now 
on a glide path to phasing this out and 
having these taxpayer subsidies expire 
at the end of this year. 

At the time the Wind Energy Asso-
ciation looked at this in 2015, they 
said: ‘‘Growth in the wind industry is 
expected to remain strong when the 
PTC is fully phased out.’’ PTC is the 
production tax credit. That is what we 
are talking about. Lo and behold, we 
get to the end of 2019, or nearly so, and, 
sure enough, some folks in Congress 
are saying: Well, let’s not stick to that 
deal. Let’s continue this subsidy even 
longer. So we had a markup in the 
Ways and Means Committee of the 
other Chamber to add yet another 
year’s extension to the wind tax credit 
that will cost another $2 billion. 

I just don’t think we should break 
the deal that we had in 2015. This is an 
inefficient use of taxpayers’ money. 
This makes our economy less efficient. 
This lowers our standard of living and 
is disruptive to the ongoing base 
sources of electricity that we need 
across the country. 

The last point I want to make is that 
it is not as though we have an energy 
shortage in this country. It is not as 
though we are going to have to turn to 
hostile foreign sources to get the en-
ergy to replace if we don’t continue 
heavily subsidizing wind production. 
The fact is we have staggering amounts 
of natural gas—enough natural gas to 
serve our electricity generation needs 
for the indefinite future. In 2017, the 
United States became a net exporter of 
natural gas. It is a huge, growing 
source of electricity generation that is 
clean, that is reliable, and that is in-
credibly abundant. We came to the 
right conclusion some years ago. Now 
is our opportunity to stick to it. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 

CRUZ). The Senator from Texas. 
SENATE LEGISLATIVE AGENDA 

Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, history 
has taught us that the closer you get 
to election day, the harder it gets to 
pass legislation here in the Congress. It 
is hard, anyway, by design. You have to 
pass a bill through committees in the 
House and in the Senate. Both bodies 
have to pass a bill if they are different. 
They have to reconcile those in a con-
ference committee. Then, you have to 
negotiate with the White House in 
order to get the President’s signature. 
So, by design, it is hard to pass legisla-
tion, but it shouldn’t be this hard. 

With less than a year to go before the 
2020 election, we are racing against the 
clock. We started this year with bipar-
tisan ambitions to address healthcare 
costs, to bolster international trade, 
and to get the appropriations process 
back on track and avoid unnecessary 
government shutdowns. Yet, some-
where along the way, politics hijacked 
the process. 

Our colleagues across the aisle de-
cided that no matter how critical legis-
lation may be, foiling President Trump 

was even more important. They are so 
outraged by the President and so con-
sumed by his every word and every 
tweet that they have brought the work 
of this body to a screeching halt in an 
effort to remove him from office less 
than a year before the next general 
election. It seems they have no desire 
whatsoever to pass legislation that 
would benefit the American people, let 
alone any urgency to get things mov-
ing. The only thing our Democratic 
colleagues seem to care about is stop-
ping the President from getting any-
thing that could be construed as a win. 

Over in the House, the Democrats 
have put legislating on the back burner 
and are spending their days trying to 
nullify the results of the 2016 election. 
They are slow-walking negotiations on 
the National Defense Authorization 
Act, which has passed every year with-
out fail since 1961. Their negotiations 
with the administration over the 
USMCA—that is the successor to 
NAFTA, which helped to benefit the 
employment of roughly 13 million 
Americans—have kept farmers, ranch-
ers, and manufacturers in limbo for 
months. Along with the necessary 
funding to help to make up for the lack 
of funds in the highway trust fund, 
they have also complicated efforts to 
get a long-term highway bill reauthor-
ization passed. 

Despite the partisan frenzy in the 
House, I have always believed the Sen-
ate should do its best to stay above the 
fray, but the minority leader has prov-
en me wrong. In fact, last week, I came 
to the floor to ask unanimous consent 
to pass a bill that Senator RICHARD 
BLUMENTHAL, of Connecticut, a Demo-
crat, and I, a Republican, introduced 
together. Incredibly, this bill passed 
unanimously out of the Committee on 
the Judiciary. 

Our legislation is designed to do what 
all here in Washington say they want 
to do, which is to reduce drug prices— 
in this case, by stopping drug makers 
from gaming the patent system. Our 
bill strikes a delicate balance of pro-
tecting innovation, which is very, very 
important—we must not lose sight of 
that—while it increases competition, 
and you know competition helps to 
bring down prices. As an added bonus, 
it would lower Federal spending by 
more than a half a billion dollars over 
10 years. That is not even talking 
about what it would do in the non-
governmental sector for savings. 

Senator BLUMENTHAL and I have done 
what you are expected to do here in a 
legislative body, which is to work hard 
to build consensus and come up with a 
bill that could gain bipartisan support. 
By any measure, we have succeeded in 
doing that, as it has a dozen bipartisan 
cosponsors. As I mentioned, when this 
legislation was reviewed by the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary—a committee 
that, notably, can be pretty conten-
tious at times—the committee passed 
it unanimously. Every Republican and 
every Democrat voted for it. 

I had hoped that would have been 
some indication that this bill would 

have quickly passed the full Senate 
when brought to the Senate floor. Ap-
parently, the minority leader, the Sen-
ator from New York, had other plans in 
mind, because when I, along with Sen-
ator BLUMENTHAL, came to the floor 
last week to try to get this legislation 
passed, he objected—hence, the Schu-
mer graveyard. 

On November 18, 2019, when referring 
to S. 1416, regarding the lowering of 
drug prices, Senator SCHUMER said: 
‘‘Democrats are happy and eager to 
work on those issues.’’ 

One thing I have learned around here 
is that it is not just what people say 
but what they do that counts, and he 
objected to this virtually unanimously 
supported bill, on a bipartisan basis, to 
lower drug prices. He actually called it 
a good bill. He said it was well-inten-
tioned, but he said there were other 
ideas that had to be included before he 
would lift his objection. So he doesn’t 
have any objection to our bill. He un-
derstands it is a good bill but that it 
may not be as comprehensive as he 
would like. 

Another thing I have learned in my 
time in the Senate is that if you de-
mand everything and are not willing to 
compromise, you are going to end up 
with nothing. Apparently, that is what 
the Democratic leader is happy with, 
including for his constituents in New 
York, by the way, who will have to pay 
more money out-of-pocket as a result 
of his objection to this commonsense 
bill. 

I would hope that he would talk to 
his own Members who have cospon-
sored this bill. Most notably, the 
Democratic whip, Senator DURBIN, of 
Illinois, has cosponsored the bill as 
well as Senator MURRAY, of Wash-
ington, who is the ranking member on 
the Committee on Health, Education, 
Labor, and Pensions. They are both co-
sponsors of this bill that the Demo-
cratic leader objected to. 

While all Senators have said they 
want to address rising drug prices, Sen-
ator SCHUMER has the distinction of 
being the only Senator to have actu-
ally blocked a bill that would do ex-
actly that. Why would he do that? He 
claims—I think, mistakenly so—that 
passing my bill would somehow render 
the Senate incapable of passing any 
other drug pricing legislation. That is, 
obviously, ridiculous and untrue. 

I happen to sit not only on the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary but on the 
Committee on Finance. There is a sig-
nificant bipartisan Committee on Fi-
nance bill, together with the Health, 
Education, Labor, and Pensions Com-
mittee’s bill, that has been produced by 
Senator ALEXANDER and Senator MUR-
RAY. Both of those contain many good 
ideas. I wish we had the time and the 
bandwidth to debate and vote on those 
on the Senate floor and in the House. 
But for the fact that our House col-
leagues are so obsessed with impeach-
ment and seem incapable of doing any-
thing else, I think we could do that. 

Of course, even though the Demo-
cratic leader himself is the reason this 
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bill did not pass last week, it hasn’t 
stopped him from complaining about 
the lack of progress on other legisla-
tion. Yesterday evening, for example, 
he came to the floor and said: ‘‘Demo-
crats are happy and eager to work on 
those issues.’’ I would suggest, when he 
says they ‘‘are happy and eager to 
work on those issues,’’ that it is just 
happy talk, not our actually rolling up 
our sleeves and working together to 
get the work of the American people 
done, which is the reason I thought we 
were here. 

The Democratic leader went on to 
say that the Senate Democrats are 
waiting with bated breath for the Re-
publican leader to put any of these 
bills on the floor and for any Repub-
lican to speak out and demand they go 
on the floor. Yet, when I asked for this 
bill to be passed on the floor, it was not 
a Republican who blocked it. It was the 
same person who said he would be 
happy and eager to work on those 
issues. Again, what people say in Wash-
ington, DC, is not what they actually 
do sometimes. I suggest it is important 
to see what people do, not just listen to 
what they say. 

Sadly, this isn’t the only time the 
Democratic leader has blocked 
progress on bipartisan priorities. It is 
just the latest. Here are some other 
tombstones in the Schumer graveyard. 

Over the summer, our colleagues on 
the Committee on Appropriations had 
the foresight to prepare for the funding 
fight that we expected this fall. That 
was a normal part of the process. They 
negotiated a spending caps agreement 
to make the appropriations process 
much more straightforward in both 
Chambers of Congress, and the House 
and the Senate approved the terms. We 
agreed to that top-line funding level 
both for defense and nondefense spend-
ing. There was also a promise not to 
derail the process with poison pills in 
the form of policy riders. We got all of 
it done with plenty of time to spare. 

After we voted on that, there was 
reason for hope and optimism in that, 
somehow, we had made it much easier 
for us to do the Nation’s business when 
it had come to the spending bills. While 
there was still a lot of work to do, we 
thought this put us on a strong footing 
to get funding bills passed before the 
end of the fiscal year. Yet here we are 
today, on November 19—a long time 
from those votes in August—and we 
still don’t have those spending bills 
passed. 

Our Democratic colleagues have, on 
two instances, actually objected to 
even debating the Defense appropria-
tions bill, which provides a pay raise 
for our troops. They will not even talk 
about it. They will not offer amend-
ments. They just blocked it. They just 
stopped it dead in its tracks. You 
would have thought everybody would 
have learned not to play politics with 
the appropriations bills. Our Demo-
cratic colleagues have held up govern-
ment funding due to a disagreement 
that is equal to about 0.3 percent of the 

discretionary spending budget, and 
they are trying to reopen the very 
budget agreement that they agreed to 
last summer that has become law. 

They blocked vital education fund-
ing, which would have provided more 
than $71 billion to the Department of 
Education. This spending bill would 
bolster a number of the grant programs 
that our students and our schools rely 
on, and it would promote college access 
and affordability to help more prospec-
tive college students. That same fund-
ing bill would have invested nearly $4 
billion in our fight against the opioid 
epidemic, supported workforce training 
programs, and strengthened our na-
tionwide mental health system. 

Could the majority leader put aside 
politics just long enough to let this 
funding bill, which would do so much 
good, pass? Well, apparently not. 

If you think that is bad, it just gets 
worse. Our most fundamental responsi-
bility in Congress is to provide for the 
common defense. Before we can worry 
about anything else, we need the safety 
and security that our military provides 
to fight, if necessary, our Nation’s wars 
and to defend our democracy. Actually, 
the strength of our military is directly 
related to our ability to live in peace 
because when our adversaries see us as 
tentative or weak or withdrawing or 
unwilling to fund our military training 
and readiness, they view that as a sign 
of weakness, which itself can be a prov-
ocation, which, again, ignores our most 
basic job as Members of the Congress. 

There have always been disagree-
ments about exact dollar figures; we 
are not talking about that. But the 
top-line figures were agreed upon last 
summer, so I thought we were ready to 
fund our military on time. 

Well, shame on me for being an opti-
mist or at least optimistic enough to 
believe that people would keep their 
commitments, keep their word, and we 
would somehow head down this path to 
funding the U.S. Government. 

Here we are, with one continuing res-
olution expiring in 3 days’ time. I be-
lieve the House will vote on an addi-
tional continuing resolution that will 
take us to December 20, and then the 
Senate will have to do that just to 
keep the lights on here in Washington, 
DC—just to make sure that govern-
ment actually functions. 

None of this is necessary, and all of it 
is directly related to hyperpartisan 
conflict, which we all understand, but 
it simply is getting in the way of our 
ability to do our business. 

The one that strikes me as the most 
indefensible, beyond the prescription 
drug objection, is blocking funding for 
our troops. We depend on an all-volun-
teer military, and obviously many of 
our military members are not just sin-
gle; they have families who depend on 
them and on the funding that Congress 
provides. But our colleagues blocked it 
two different times—again, voting 
against the motion to proceed to the 
bill which, in plain English, is just say-
ing that they didn’t even want to start 

talking about or amending the under-
lying bill, which each Senator would 
have the opportunity to do if they 
would allow us to begin that process, 
which they blocked. 

Well, the Democratic leader loves to 
talk about the legislative graveyard 
here in the Senate. What he really 
means is that he wants to control the 
agenda, even in his seat as the minor-
ity leader. Well, he knows the rules of 
the Senate don’t permit the minority 
to control the agenda. That is why it is 
so important that Senator MCCONNELL 
is where he is and that Republicans 
have a majority. 

We are not saying that you have to 
do it our way or the highway. We are 
saying: Let’s engage in the legislative 
process. Let’s take up legislation on 
the floor of the Senate and let Senators 
offer their amendments, their sugges-
tions, and then let’s vote on them. But 
let’s not just stop things dead in their 
tracks because of partisan politics or 
because somebody doesn’t want some-
body who happens to be on the ballot 
in 2020 to get a ‘‘win.’’ That is really 
beneath the dignity of the Senate or 
any Senator. It is less than what the 
American people have a right to expect 
of us. 

I would ask the Democratic leader 
again: Please don’t head down this 
path by creating a graveyard of your 
own for bipartisan legislation that 
could and should become law. It is not 
my way or the highway. We have to 
work on this together, and we are will-
ing to do our part. 

Let’s work on bills that strengthen 
our military, lower drug prices, help 
students, assist in the fight against the 
opioid crisis, and so much, much more. 

I think it is a shame that our Demo-
cratic colleagues seem to be unable to 
compartmentalize their feelings about 
the President from the urgent need for 
them to do the jobs they were elected 
to do here in the Congress. They have 
been given countless opportunities to 
engage with us on a bipartisan basis to 
pass meaningful legislation that would 
make the American people’s lives bet-
ter. Again, that is why I think we are 
here, but they refuse to do anything 
that could be construed as giving some-
body a victory because of political con-
siderations. While Senator SCHUMER 
continues to kill bipartisan bill after 
bipartisan bill—really, because of it— 
the work of this Congress has become 
paralyzed. 

We are not going to give up, though. 
We will keep fighting to ensure that 
the American people are not the ulti-
mate victims of our Democratic col-
leagues’ war against this President— 
again, less than a year before the elec-
tion. Why can’t they channel all of 
their anger, all of their energy into the 
election rather than invoking the im-
peachment process? This would be the 
fourth time that has been initiated in 
American history, and it has never 
been successful in getting a Senate 
conviction and a removal of any Presi-
dent in American history. Our Demo-
cratic colleagues know they are likely 
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headed to the same conclusion here, 
but they nonetheless want to occupy 
all of our time and all of our attention 
on something that they know, ulti-
mately, will likely be futile, will be un-
successful, and in the meantime leave 
the American people on the sideline 
and not care or do anything that would 
help make their lives just a little bit 
easier and our country just a little bit 
stronger. 

I yield the floor. 

f 

RECESS 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 
the previous order, the Senate stands 
in recess until 2:15 p.m. 

Thereupon, the Senate, at 12:37 p.m., 
recessed until 2:15 p.m. and reassem-
bled when called to order by the Pre-
siding Officer (Mrs. CAPITO). 

f 

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR—Continued 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 
the previous order, all postcloture time 
has expired. 

Mr. LEE. I ask for the yeas and nays. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

question is, Will the Senate advise and 
consent to the Luck nomination? 

Is there a sufficient second? 
There appears to be a sufficient sec-

ond. 
The clerk will call the roll. 
The senior assistant legislative clerk 

called the roll. 
Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the 

Senator from New Jersey (Mr. BOOKER), 
the Senator from California (Ms. HAR-
RIS), the Senator from Minnesota (Ms. 
KLOBUCHAR), the Senator from 
Vermont (Mr. SANDERS), and the Sen-
ator from Massachusetts (Ms. WARREN) 
are necessarily absent. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Are there 
any other Senators in the Chamber de-
siring to vote? 

The result was announced—yeas 64, 
nays 31, as follows: 

[Rollcall Vote No. 358 Ex.] 

YEAS—64 

Alexander 
Baldwin 
Barrasso 
Blackburn 
Blunt 
Boozman 
Braun 
Burr 
Capito 
Carper 
Cassidy 
Collins 
Coons 
Cornyn 
Cotton 
Cramer 
Crapo 
Cruz 
Daines 
Enzi 
Ernst 
Feinstein 

Fischer 
Gardner 
Graham 
Grassley 
Hawley 
Hoeven 
Hyde-Smith 
Inhofe 
Isakson 
Johnson 
Jones 
Kennedy 
Lankford 
Leahy 
Lee 
Manchin 
McConnell 
McSally 
Moran 
Murkowski 
Murphy 
Paul 

Perdue 
Portman 
Reed 
Risch 
Roberts 
Romney 
Rounds 
Rubio 
Sasse 
Scott (FL) 
Scott (SC) 
Shelby 
Sinema 
Sullivan 
Thune 
Tillis 
Toomey 
Whitehouse 
Wicker 
Young 

NAYS—31 

Bennet 
Blumenthal 
Brown 
Cantwell 
Cardin 
Casey 

Cortez Masto 
Duckworth 
Durbin 
Gillibrand 
Hassan 
Heinrich 

Hirono 
Kaine 
King 
Markey 
Menendez 
Merkley 

Murray 
Peters 
Rosen 
Schatz 
Schumer 

Shaheen 
Smith 
Stabenow 
Tester 
Udall 

Van Hollen 
Warner 
Wyden 

NOT VOTING—5 

Booker 
Harris 

Klobuchar 
Sanders 

Warren 

The nomination was confirmed. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 

the previous order, the motion to re-
consider is considered made and laid 
upon the table, and the President will 
be immediately notified of the Senate’s 
action. 

f 

CLOTURE MOTION 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Pursuant 
to rule XXII, the Chair lays before the 
Senate the pending cloture motion, 
which the clerk will state. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

CLOTURE MOTION 

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the 
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby 
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Barbara Lagoa, of Florida, to be 
United States Circuit Judge for the Eleventh 
Circuit. 

Rick Scott, Steve Daines, Mike Crapo, 
Pat Roberts, Marco Rubio, Lindsey 
Graham, John Hoeven, Roy Blunt, 
Mike Rounds, John Thune, John Cor-
nyn, Deb Fischer, John Barrasso, 
James E. Risch, John Boozman, Tim 
Scott, Mitch McConnell. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. By unan-
imous consent, the mandatory quorum 
call has been waived. 

The question is, Is it the sense of the 
Senate that debate on the nomination 
of Barbara Lagoa, of Florida, to be 
United States Circuit Judge for the 
Eleventh Circuit, shall be brought to a 
close? 

The yeas and nays are mandatory 
under the rule. 

The clerk will call the roll. 
The senior assistant legislative clerk 

called the roll. 
Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the 

Senator from New Jersey (Mr. BOOKER), 
the Senator from California (Ms. HAR-
RIS), the Senator from Minnesota (Ms. 
KLOBUCHAR), the Senator from 
Vermont (Mr. SANDERS), and the Sen-
ator from Massachusetts (Ms. WARREN) 
are necessarily absent. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mrs. 
BLACKBURN). Are there any other Sen-
ators in the Chamber desiring to vote? 

The yeas and nays resulted—yeas 80, 
nays 15, as follows: 

[Rollcall Vote No. 359 Ex.] 

YEAS—80 

Alexander 
Baldwin 
Barrasso 
Blackburn 
Blumenthal 
Blunt 
Boozman 
Braun 
Burr 
Capito 
Cardin 
Carper 
Casey 

Cassidy 
Collins 
Coons 
Cornyn 
Cotton 
Cramer 
Crapo 
Cruz 
Daines 
Duckworth 
Durbin 
Enzi 
Ernst 

Feinstein 
Fischer 
Gardner 
Graham 
Grassley 
Hassan 
Hawley 
Heinrich 
Hoeven 
Hyde-Smith 
Inhofe 
Isakson 
Johnson 

Jones 
Kaine 
Kennedy 
King 
Lankford 
Leahy 
Lee 
Manchin 
McConnell 
McSally 
Menendez 
Moran 
Murkowski 
Murphy 

Paul 
Perdue 
Peters 
Portman 
Reed 
Risch 
Roberts 
Romney 
Rounds 
Rubio 
Sasse 
Scott (FL) 
Scott (SC) 
Shaheen 

Shelby 
Sinema 
Smith 
Sullivan 
Tester 
Thune 
Tillis 
Toomey 
Udall 
Warner 
Whitehouse 
Wicker 
Young 

NAYS—15 

Bennet 
Brown 
Cantwell 
Cortez Masto 
Gillibrand 

Hirono 
Markey 
Merkley 
Murray 
Rosen 

Schatz 
Schumer 
Stabenow 
Van Hollen 
Wyden 

NOT VOTING—5 

Booker 
Harris 

Klobuchar 
Sanders 

Warren 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. On this 
vote, the yeas are 80, the nays are 15. 

The motion is agreed to. 
f 

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the nomination. 

The legislative clerk read the nomi-
nation of Barbara Lagoa, of Florida, to 
be United States Circuit Judge for the 
Eleventh Circuit. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Louisiana. 

FCC AND C-BAND AUCTION 
Mr. KENNEDY. Madam President, I 

want to spend a very few minutes 
today to say thanks. I want to thank 
Chairman Ajit Pai and his colleagues 
at the Federal Communications Com-
mission. The Chairman announced yes-
terday that he was going to put 5G 
technology and the American taxpayer 
first by holding a public auction, as op-
posed to a private auction, of what we 
call the C-band. It was a courageous de-
cision that he made against a lot of 
pressure. 

Allow me, for just a few minutes, to 
explain why that is important. We have 
all heard about 5G, which stands for 
fifth generation. It is a brandnew wire-
less technology. It means incredibly 
fast internet and cell phone calls. It 
means the ability to deliver as much as 
100 times more data through wireless 
technology than we can do today. 

We will notice it in our iPads; we will 
notice it in our computers; but we will 
notice it also in our cell phones. 

As you know, a cell phone is really a 
sophisticated walkie-talkie. I will use 
the cell phone as an example to explain 
5G. A cell phone is just a very sophisti-
cated, much more complicated walkie- 
talkie. How does a walkie-talkie work? 
How does a cell phone work? Radio 
waves. The scientific term is ‘‘electro-
magnetic radiation.’’ 

A radio wave is just what it says, a 
wave that goes from my cell phone, 
say, to the President’s cell phone 
through an antenna, a transmitter, and 
a receiver. A radio wave and the air 
through which it travels and the right 
to send a radio wave is a sovereign 
asset. It belongs to the American peo-
ple. The American people own that 
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radio wave and the right to send it. Our 
FCC gets to decide who gets to use 
those radio waves and who has the 
right to send those radio waves. 

There is a particular type of radio 
wave that is absolutely perfect for 5G. 
It is between 180 megahertz and 300 
megahertz. Why are these radio waves 
so perfect for 5G? Well, because they 
strike a balance. First, the radio waves 
in that spectrum, as it is called, can go 
a fairly long distance, and they can 
carry huge amounts of data. That is 
going to make driverless cars possible. 
We have heard about those—the inter-
net of things. That is going to make re-
mote surgery possible, where a doctor 
who is in one place physically and 
through the internet, using a robot, 
can perform surgery on someone 1,000 
miles away. 5G going through these 
special radio waves is going to make 
all that possible. It is going to change 
our lives. 

Right now, those radio waves—I will 
call them the C-band spectrum—as I 
said, are owned by the American peo-
ple. They are being used by three sat-
ellite companies—two from Luxem-
bourg and one from Canada—and some 
other companies. They are satellite 
companies. They don’t own those radio 
waves. They don’t even have a license 
to use those radio waves. They didn’t 
pay anything to get to use those radio 
waves. The FCC said they could use 
them. It is sort of like a month-to- 
month lease or rental agreement where 
you don’t have to pay any rent. 

Some time ago, those three compa-
nies came to the FCC and said: Even 
though we don’t own those radio waves 
you allow us to use and even though 
the American people own those radio 
waves, which are perfect for 5G, we are 
willing to give them up to use for 5G, 
but here is what we want you to do. 

The three foreign companies said: We 
want you to give us those radio waves, 
and then we will auction them off to 
the telecommunications companies 
that want to use the radio waves for 
5G. 

This was the kicker: The three for-
eign corporations said they want to 
keep the money. 

Investment bankers estimate that 
through that auction being conducted 
by those three foreign corporations, as 
much as $60 billion would have been 
generated. That is how much tele-
communications companies would pay 
to get the license to use those radio 
waves. 

Some people encouraged the FCC to 
do that. They said that we ought to do 
it because these three foreign compa-
nies can do an auction faster than the 
FCC can—even though the three for-
eign companies had never done an auc-
tion of spectrum and even though the 
FCC has done over 100 public auctions 
for other radio waves that the FCC has 
auctioned off. In doing that, the fine 
men and women at the FCC in charge 
of these auctions—they have been 
doing it for 25 years—have brought in 
$123 billion for the American people. 

That will build a lot of interstate, it 
will educate a lot of kids, and it will 
pay a lot of soldiers. 

But our three friends—these foreign 
satellite companies—still said: Even 
though we have no experience, we can 
do it faster. If you let the FCC do it, it 
will take them 7 years. 

Well, that just wasn’t accurate. I 
have spoken to the people in charge of 
doing auctions at the FCC. In fact, on 
Thursday, they are going to appear be-
fore a subcommittee that I chair. We 
are going to talk about it some more. 
I don’t know where this figure of 7 
years came from, but it is just not ac-
curate. 

Nonetheless, the FCC came under— 
there are swamp creatures in the gov-
ernment; we know that. Some of these 
swamp creatures in and out of govern-
ment put an awful lot of pressure on 
the FCC. These swamp creatures are 
trying to help some of their friends in 
the telecommunications business. One 
of the foreign corporations spent about 
half a million dollars lobbying. I am 
not saying there is something wrong 
with that. We all have the right to pe-
tition our government. But that is just 
the fact. I don’t mean it in a pejorative 
sense. 

The FCC was under a lot of pressure, 
but yesterday, the Chairman of the 
FCC, Ajit Pai, looked at all this. He re-
sisted the pressure, and he announced 
that we are going to have a public auc-
tion. We are going to let every tele-
communications company in America 
that wants to bid on these valuable air 
waves come forward and bid. We are 
going to do an auction within a year 
and probably less, not 7 years, and the 
money that is going to be generated is 
going to go to the owner of those radio 
waves, not the foreign companies that, 
through our benevolence, are now 
using those radio waves. The money is 
going to go to the American people. 

I know what you are thinking. You 
are thinking: Gosh, how was this ever 
even an issue? This should have been a 
no-brainer. 

Well, that is part of what is wrong 
with Washington, DC, in my judgment. 
Sometimes—not always but some-
times—the American people aren’t put 
first. But yesterday, Ajit Pai, our 
Chairman at the FCC, put them first, 
and I just wanted to stand up today 
and tell him a genuine and heartfelt 
thank-you. 

I yield the floor. 
I suggest the absence of a quorum. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will call the roll. 
The senior assistant bill clerk called 

the roll. 
Mr. LANKFORD. Madam President, I 

ask unanimous consent that the order 
for the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

PREVENT GOVERNMENT SHUTDOWNS ACT 
Mr. LANKFORD. Madam President, 

in the last 40 years, we have had 21 gov-
ernment shutdowns—21. Twenty-one 
times, Congress and the President have 

not been able to agree or the Senate 
and the House have not been able to 
agree. As a result of that, Federal 
workers around the country have faced 
the consequences of Members of Con-
gress not finding agreement. 

Help me understand this. Twenty-one 
times in 40 years, Federal workers who 
get up every single day and serve the 
American people and serve their neigh-
bors have faced the consequences of 
furloughs because Members of Congress 
could not come to a resolution. It is 
not that it has gone unnoticed. For a 
decade or more, there have been solu-
tions that have been proposed. 

Ten years ago, I had a proposal in the 
House—actually, ROB PORTMAN had a 
great proposal in the Senate at the 
same time to deal with government 
shutdowns. Let’s say when we get to 
the end of the fiscal year, we will just 
have a continuing resolution, but then 
we will cut spending every few months 
to press Congress to get to their work. 
The problem was, hardly anyone on the 
other side agreed with that. We 
couldn’t get any bipartisan support for 
it. So my colleagues on the other side 
of the aisle proposed that if we get to 
the end of the fiscal year, we would 
have a continuing resolution, and 
every couple of months, the spending 
would go up, and it would just continue 
to go up and up and up until it was re-
solved. Well, they didn’t have anyone 
on my side of the aisle saying ‘‘We are 
going to put in a mechanism that just 
increases spending over and over again 
without congressional involvement,’’ 
so they got no bipartisan support. 

An idea was floated to just cut the 
pay of the Members of Congress. But it 
really wasn’t cutting their pay; it was 
taking their pay and putting it in an 
escrow account and just kind of hold-
ing it for them, and then when every-
thing was resolved, they would get 
their money back. So it really wasn’t a 
reduction in pay; it was kind a shell 
game—push those dollars off to an-
other side and get them all back later 
just to make it look like you got a cut 
in pay. But that hasn’t had wide sup-
port either. A lot of people have real 
concerns about that because, quite 
frankly, some Members of Congress are 
very wealthy; some Members are not. 
Some Members don’t notice their con-
gressional pay; some do. It is kind of a 
disproportionate piece of leverage to 
resolve this. 

What is interesting is that all those 
proposals acknowledged one simple 
thing: This is a problem. It needs to be 
resolved. Federal workers are facing 
the consequences; Members of Congress 
are not. 

About 5 months ago, MAGGIE HASSAN 
and I—this Chamber knows well the 
Senator from New Hampshire. She and 
I started working together on a non-
partisan—not just a bipartisan but a 
nonpartisan—way to stop government 
shutdowns. We have two very simple 
proposals. 

There are two problems here. We 
need to stop Federal workers from get-
ting hurt when there is a shutdown and 
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make sure those families are not hurt. 
The second thing is, we want to actu-
ally get to appropriations, not con-
tinuing resolutions. 

When do you a continuing resolution 
for any length of time, like what we 
are in right now—we are in our eighth 
week of a continuing resolution right 
now. When you do one that long, it 
hurts temporary workers who are Fed-
eral workers. They are laid off in the 
process. Other folks are not. Many of 
these agencies need those temporary 
workers, and those temporary workers 
are counting on that salary. It hurts 
contracting because everything can’t 
start in a continuing resolution. You 
have to wait until there are real appro-
priations before new programs can 
start. You can’t stop old programs. You 
can’t do purchasing. It creates a tre-
mendous inefficiency in government. 

Our simple idea was this: Let’s find a 
way to protect Federal workers and get 
to appropriations. The solution we 
came up with is pretty straight-
forward. When we get to the end of the 
fiscal year, which right now is October 
1, if appropriations are not done, there 
will be a continuing resolution that 
kicks into effect to protect Federal 
workers, but Members of Congress and 
our staff and the White House Office of 
Management and Budget—none of us 
can travel. Members of Congress will be 
in continuous session 7 days a week 
until we get appropriations done. And 
one more thing: We can’t move to any 
issues other than appropriations. We 
are locked into that box. 

Basically, if our work is not done, we 
all will have to stay until the work is 
done. I have had folks say that is not 
really a big consequence. A lot of folks 
do that all over the country all the 
time. If at the end of their workday 
their work is not done, they have to 
stay until they get it done. Small busi-
ness owners know that full well. It is 
not like you can punch a clock. If the 
work is not done in a small business, 
you stay until it actually gets done. 

Here is the thing. Go back to last De-
cember. When the shutdown started 
last December and we got to an im-
passe here between the House, the Sen-
ate, and the White House, Members of 
Congress and our staff all left and went 
home. Federal workers across the 
country all took a big, deep breath as 
they walked into the holidays because 
they were on furlough, but Members of 
this body walked out. That should 
never happen—never. 

What Senator HASSAN and I are pro-
posing is very simple. The pressure 
shouldn’t be on Federal workers. They 
can’t vote to solve this. The pressure 
should be on us. 

For everyone in this body who says, 
‘‘I don’t like that kind of artificial 
pressure,’’ why don’t you feel what it is 
like to be a Federal worker for a while 
and those Federal employees? They 
don’t like that pressure on them. So 
let’s flip it. Let’s put the pressure on 
us, where it should be, and get it off 
the folks, where it should not be, and 
let’s stay until we get our work done. 

This idea is overly simplistic, but 
what is interesting is, for the first time 
in a decade, there is an idea that has 
bipartisan support. We have multiple 
Members of this body who are looking 
at it, contemplating it, and then nod-
ding their heads, saying: I would rather 
the pressure be on us than on the Fed-
eral workers and their families. 

Let’s solve this. We shouldn’t have 
government shutdowns. We should 
have arguments over debt and deficit. 
We should have arguments over the 
budget. That is why people sent us 
here—to solve how their money is 
going to be spent most efficiently and 
argue about issues on debt and deficit. 

In the meantime, why in the world 
would we want to hurt the very people 
who serve their neighbors, those people 
being the Federal employees around 
the country? Let’s keep them out of it. 
Let’s keep them still serving their 
neighbors, and let’s keep the fight 
right here where it needs to be. Let’s 
argue this out until we get it resolved, 
and let’s not quit until we resolve it. It 
is a simple idea that Senator HASSAN 
and I actually believe will work. 

In the decades to come, people will 
look back at the time when we used to 
have government shutdowns and will 
shake their heads and say: I can’t be-
lieve there was a period of time during 
which the Federal government used to 
shut down when they argued. Now we 
stay until we get the issue settled. 

It is a pretty straightforward idea, 
and I hope that more of my colleagues 
will join us in this absolute commit-
ment to solving this for future genera-
tions. 

I yield the floor. 
I suggest the absence of a quorum. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will call the roll. 
The senior assistant bill clerk pro-

ceeded to call the roll. 
Mr. BENNET. Madam President, I 

ask unanimous consent that the order 
for the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

REMEMBERING KAY HAGAN 
Mr. BENNET. Madam President, I 

want to spend a few minutes recog-
nizing our late colleague and my friend 
Senator Kay Hagan. 

Kay and I both came to the Senate in 
2009. I had the privilege of working 
with her on two committees—HELP 
and Banking. As a former vice presi-
dent of the North Carolina National 
Bank, she had a lot more to offer to 
that committee than I had, and I tried 
to learn from her whenever I could. 
Kay and I both came to the Senate in 
the middle of the worst recession since 
the Great Depression. We were losing 
700,000 jobs a month, and millions were 
losing their homes. It was an incred-
ibly difficult moment for the country, 
but it brought out all of Kay’s best 
qualities. 

Everyone knew that Kay faced some 
of the toughest politics of any Member 
of our caucus, but in those early days, 
I saw her take vote after vote on some 

of the hardest issues. She never 
wavered. She voted for the Recovery 
Act to save the economy when we were 
in free fall. She voted for Dodd-Frank 
to restore confidence and account-
ability to the financial sector, which 
was something she knew quite a lot 
about. She spoke out against amend-
ment No. 1 in North Carolina and for 
marriage equality. She also cast a deci-
sive vote for the Affordable Care Act. 

As a Democratic Senator from North 
Carolina and as a freshman Senator, 
none of those positions were easy to 
take, but she knew they were the right 
places to be for her State and for the 
country. Because Kay did what she did, 
millions of Americans kept jobs they 
would have lost, and millions of Ameri-
cans gained quality, affordable health 
insurance for the first time in their 
lives. In her home State, the LGBT 
community had a Senator in Wash-
ington who, for the first time in his-
tory, was willing to fight for their full 
and equal rights. 

One of our colleagues, the senior Sen-
ator from Tennessee, likes to say: If 
you have come to Washington just to 
hear yourself talk, just stay home and 
get a job on the radio. It is not worth 
the trouble of your coming all the way 
here. 

Kay didn’t come to Washington to 
talk. She came to work and to lead. 

Over her term, Kay was a fierce and 
principled advocate for North Carolina. 
As a member of the Committee on 
Armed Services, she helped to prevent 
cuts to tuition programs for veterans. 
She sponsored the Lilly Ledbetter Fair 
Pay Act to help close the gender pay 
gap across the country. She worked 
across the aisle to promote conserva-
tion and outdoor recreation, which is 
something we appreciate in my home 
State of Colorado. 

She was a lot less interested in the 
empty politics of this town and a lot 
more interested in making progress for 
the people of North Carolina and for 
our country. She was a voice of reason, 
pragmatism, and humility in this body, 
which sorely lacks all three. In other 
words, Kay took her job seriously but 
never herself, and no matter how dif-
ficult it might have been, she never 
failed to put the people of North Caro-
lina ahead of the politics of the mo-
ment. It is why she earned deep respect 
from both sides of the aisle, not only 
for her work ethic but for her kindness, 
her warmth, and her grace. There was 
not a room in this complex, including 
the one I am standing in right now, 
that wasn’t brightened the moment 
that Kay Hagan walked in. 

To Chip, her husband, and to their 
kids—Jeanette, Tilden, and Carrie—I 
hope you know how proud we all are of 
Kay. She represented the best qualities 
of North Carolina. It is why her col-
leagues adored her. It is why her staff 
loved her and revered her, and it is why 
all of us who had the privilege of work-
ing with her in this body will miss her 
terribly. 

I yield the floor. 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 01:26 Nov 20, 2019 Jkt 099060 PO 00000 Frm 00014 Fmt 0624 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\G19NO6.035 S19NOPT1S
sp

en
ce

r 
on

 D
S

K
B

B
X

C
H

B
2P

R
O

D
 w

ith
 S

E
N

A
T

E



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE S6645 November 19, 2019 
I suggest the absence of a quorum. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will call the roll. 
The senior assistant bill clerk pro-

ceeded to call the roll. 
Mr. WICKER. Madam President, I 

ask unanimous consent that the order 
for the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

SATELLITE TELEVISION EXTENSION AND 
LOCALISM ACT REAUTHORIZATION ACT 

Mr. WICKER. Madam President, I 
rise this afternoon because there is a 
legislative deadline in front of this 
body that we dare not miss. Even as I 
speak, our colleagues in the House En-
ergy and Commerce Committee are 
considering the Satellite Television 
Extension and Localism Act Reauthor-
ization, or STELAR. For 30 years, 
STELAR and previous versions of the 
law have allowed people who live be-
yond the reach of a broadcast signal to 
receive broadcast programming none-
theless. 

Some Senators believe that in 2019, 
STELAR has outlived its usefulness 
and want it to expire, but other Sen-
ators want to extend some of these pro-
visions—at least in the short term—to 
prevent consumers from losing these 
broadcast signals; still others want to 
use the STELAR reauthorization legis-
lation as a vehicle to implement other 
reforms. 

I have introduced new legislation, 
the Satellite Television Access Reau-
thorization—or STAR—Act to move 
this process forward. The existing 
STELAR statute expires December 31. 
So absent congressional action before 
the end of the year, the provisions in-
cluded in STELAR that enable nearly 
870,000 Americans to access broad-
casting TV signals will no longer be 
the law of the land. These Americans 
who depend on STELAR are mostly in 
rural parts of this country, like my 
home State of Mississippi. They in-
clude truckers, tailgaters, and RV driv-
ers, and they include Americans living 
in very remote areas. 

I say to my colleagues, now is the 
time for Senators to make their posi-
tions clear. Over the course of this 
year, I have been polling Members to 
ascertain what this body wants. As 
chairman of the Senate Commerce 
Committee, I will act according to the 
majority wishes, but time is running 
short. Many people point to the fact 
that the media landscape is changing. 
There are more options for video con-
tent than ever before. New program-
ming is coming out every day that is 
being streamed through new services. 
Those are all great things. 

As I said at a June Commerce Com-
mittee hearing, we are living in the 
golden age of television. The Com-
merce Committee has been working to 
close the digital divide between rural 
and urban America to make sure all 
families can access those choices and 
all families can be a part of the golden 
age, but there are still Americans with-
out Internet access and without broad-

cast signals. They deserve the ability 
to view basic television services just 
like everyone else. 

Without the reauthorization of 
STELAR, many Americans will not be 
able to watch broadcast news or enjoy 
access to programming that is avail-
able for the rest of the country. They 
will be on the wrong side of the digital 
divide, and there will be a wide cul-
tural divide, as they would be cut off 
from the flow of programs and informa-
tion. 

If Members of this body are of a mind 
to move forward with some extension 
of this statute, we will work with our 
colleagues in the House. That may in-
clude improvements and enhancements 
to STELAR that address good faith re-
quirements, level the playing field in 
the marketplace, promote access to 
programming, and ensure robust com-
petition, but we don’t have much time. 

After this week, Senators will go 
home for Thanksgiving. Many of those 
across the country who benefit from 
STELAR in our States will watch foot-
ball games and the Macy’s Thanks-
giving Day Parade, thanks to the 
STELAR law. They will enjoy time 
with their families, and I look forward 
to doing the same, but when Congress 
returns, there will be just 2 weeks—10 
legislative days—to finalize any legis-
lation and send it to the President for 
his signature. 

In this body, taking no action is 
easy. It comes naturally. But in this 
case, no action equals the repeal of the 
STELAR law in its entirety, and Mem-
bers should know that. They have 10 
days to ensure 870,000 Americans will 
be able to watch the same programs 
next year that they are seeing this 
year, or we can let STELAR expire and 
take the risk of letting the chips fall 
where they may. 

To repeat, my colleagues should be 
advised they need to make a voice that 
is heard on whether the STELAR legis-
lation needs to be extended or expire. 

Thank you, Madam President. 
I yield the floor. I suggest the ab-

sence a quorum. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will call the roll. 
The bill clerk proceeded to call the 

roll. 
Mr. CASEY. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. CAS-
SIDY). Without objection, it is so or-
dered. 

UNANIMOUS CONSENT REQUEST—H.R. 2486 
Mr. CASEY. Mr. President, I rise 

today to urge immediate passage of the 
bipartisan FUTURE Act, which is H.R. 
2486, to restore critical funding for his-
torically Black colleges and univer-
sities, known by the acronym here in 
Washington as HBCUs, as well as mi-
nority-serving institutions, so-called 
MSIs. 

The $255 million in funding that 
HBCUs and MSIs rely on lapsed on Sep-
tember 30 of this year. Both the his-
torically Black colleges and univer-

sities and the minority-serving institu-
tions are underresourced and don’t 
have the flexibility to operate in the 
red in the hopes of potential reimburse-
ment later on. 

Campuses are already feeling this im-
pact. Just 2 weeks after this program 
expired, some campuses notified em-
ployees that their positions and pro-
grams may be terminated. We are talk-
ing about real people losing their jobs 
and programs being cut that play a 
critical role in graduating and retain-
ing students in the STEM field— 
science, technology, engineering, and 
math fields. All of this is impacting 
students across the country. Presidents 
of some of these institutions have told 
us that planning has ‘‘all but stopped.’’ 
This funding lapse is urgent, and it 
must be addressed now. 

From the perspective of my home 
State of Pennsylvania, we have two of 
the oldest historically Black colleges 
and universities—two of the oldest in 
the whole country—Cheyney Univer-
sity, as well as Lincoln University, 
and, in addition to that, a growing His-
panic-serving institution, in this case, 
the Reading Area Community College. 

We know that the investment made 
by the FUTURE Act will support col-
lege completion and academic opportu-
nities at these and all historically 
Black colleges and universities and mi-
nority-serving institutions across the 
country. The FUTURE Act is fully paid 
for. It would not add to the deficit. It 
has strong bipartisan support in both 
Chambers. 

My colleagues in the majority are 
holding this funding hostage in an ef-
fort to pass what I would argue is a 
partisan bill. That is not just my argu-
ment or my opinion; some of my Re-
publican colleagues have said this is 
the reason they are holding up this 
critical legislation. 

Instead of passing a bipartisan com-
prehensive reauthorization of our fu-
ture higher education law, which my 
colleague Senator MURRAY is pushing 
for, some Republicans want to force 
Democrats to support a partisan bill. 

Instead of working in a bipartisan 
fashion to fix our current system so it 
works better for students, families, and 
teachers, they want us to support a so- 
called micropackage, the Student Aid 
Improvement Act. This act, in my 
judgment and the judgment of others, 
fails to address a number of critical 
areas, including improved campus safe-
ty and access to higher education af-
fordability and accountability. Because 
of that, it maintains the status quo. 

Make no mistake, the Student Aid 
Improvement Act is a partisan bill. 
The bill fails to address the challenges 
students are facing in obtaining a col-
lege degree—including childcare, hous-
ing, food and mental health, among 
others—nor does it address the needs of 
first-generation students, students of 
color, and students with disabilities. 
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Let’s debate these issues. Let’s come 

to the table to negotiate on a bipar-
tisan overhaul, but let’s not hold his-
torically Black colleges and univer-
sities and minority-serving institu-
tions hostage in the meantime. We can 
get something done in the short run 
that would be beneficial to these insti-
tutions. 

We need to ensure that colleges and 
universities have the resources to pro-
vide support to all students they serve, 
including students with disabilities. A 
couple of examples of some of my 
bills—the Higher Education Mental 
Health Act, which is supported by over 
250 college and university presidents, 
including 15 of the historically Black 
colleges and universities—would help 
institutions of higher education iden-
tify the resources and services needed 
to support their students with mental 
health needs. 

A second bill of mine, the RISE Act, 
would make it easier for colleges to 
provide support to students with dis-
abilities by accepting student assess-
ments from high school and smoothing 
the transition to higher education. 

A third bill, my Expanding Disability 
Access to Higher Education Act, would 
increase the funding for TRIO Pro-
grams that serve first-generation stu-
dents with disabilities and make higher 
education more accessible. 

These bills would provide the re-
sources needed for students to be suc-
cessful as they pursue higher edu-
cation, but without a comprehensive 
bill, the needs of these students will 
continue to go unmet. Rather than 
blocking vital resources from flowing 
to our Nation’s historically Black col-
leges and universities, we should im-
mediately pass the FUTURE Act. This 
would restore funding, while providing 
us time to work on a comprehensive re-
authorization that addresses the needs 
of all students. 

Mr. President, I ask unanimous con-
sent that as in legislative session, the 
Senate proceed to the immediate con-
sideration of Calendar No. 212, H.R. 
2486. I ask unanimous consent that the 
Murray amendment at the desk be 
agreed to; that the bill, as amended, be 
considered read a third time and 
passed; and that the motions to recon-
sider be considered made and laid upon 
the table. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there 
objection? 

Mr. ALEXANDER. Mr. President. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Tennessee. 
Mr. ALEXANDER. Mr. President, I 

am reserving the right to object. 
I have a better idea, which I am 

going to offer to the Senate once again. 
It is permanent funding for historically 
Black colleges at the level of $255 mil-
lion a year. The distinguished Senator 
from Pennsylvania has stated he 
doesn’t want a piecemeal bill. He wants 
a more comprehensive bill. I have of-
fered such a bill and introduced it in 
the Senate. I will describe it in a few 
moments when I ask unanimous con-

sent to pass it, and it will include not 
a 2-year short-term fix based upon a 
budget gimmick, which will have dif-
ficulty passing the Senate, but perma-
nent funding of historically Black col-
leges and minority-serving institu-
tions. 

It will include simplification of the 
FAFSA, the form that 8 million minor-
ity students fill out every year, which 
in our State is the biggest obstacle to 
minority students having an oppor-
tunity for higher education and a vari-
ety of other bipartisan proposals. 

I am ready to pass a comprehensive 
bill. I offered one before. It was blocked 
by my Democratic friends. I am going 
to offer it again in a minute, and we 
will see if they agree to it, but I don’t 
think we should pass a piecemeal bill. 
I agree with the Senator from Pennsyl-
vania. I think we should be more com-
prehensive, and not only that, we 
should do permanent funding of his-
torically Black colleges. 

The last point I will make before I 
object is that the U.S. Department of 
Education has written all the presi-
dents of the historically Black and mi-
nority-serving institutions and said 
there is sufficient funding in the Fed-
eral Government for the rest of the 
year—fiscal year—until October 1 of 
next year. So while we need to finish 
our work, there is no crisis at the mo-
ment, so let’s do the job right. 

I will offer, in just a moment, the 
way to do that, which is permanent 
funding of historically Black colleges 
and minority-serving institutions. I ob-
ject. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ob-
jection is heard. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Tennessee. 

UNANIMOUS CONSENT REQUEST—S. 2557 
Mr. ALEXANDER. Mr. President, for 

the convenience of the Senator from 
Pennsylvania, I am going to offer my 
unanimous consent agreement at the 
beginning of my remarks, and then if 
he wishes to stay, he can, but if he has 
another place to go in his schedule, he 
may do that. 

Let me just say that the provision I 
am going to—let me preface it in this 
way. I know very well the value of his-
torically Black colleges. One of my fa-
vorite stories is the story that the late 
author, Alex Haley, the author of 
‘‘Roots’’ and ‘‘The Autobiography of 
Malcolm X’’—I suppose the two best 
selling books ever on the history of the 
African American—used to tell about 
his father, Simon P. Haley, who was 
wasted as a child. That was the word 
they used. 

He was allowed to go to college, and 
he went to North Carolina A&T where 
he was ready to drop out. He came 
back, got a summer job on a Pullman 
train to Chicago, and a man talked to 
him at night asking him for a glass of 
warm milk. He got the glass of warm 
milk and thought nothing more about 
it. He went back to North Carolina 
A&T, a historically Black college. 

The principal called him in. He 
thought he was in real trouble, as the 

president of the college called him in. 
Simon P. Haley thought he was in real 
trouble. The President of the college 
said that the man on the train had sent 
enough money for Simon P. Haley to 
graduate—to pay his tuition to grad-
uate from college. 

So Alex Haley wrote for the Reader’s 
Digest the story of the man on the 
train who helped his father. That fa-
ther went to Cornell and became the 
first Black graduate of Cornell’s agri-
cultural college. He came back to Lane 
College, one of the six historically 
Black colleges in Tennessee, where he 
taught and raised a son, who is a law-
yer, later Ambassador to Gambia; two 
daughters, one a teacher; he raised an-
other son, an architect; and then he 
raised a son he thought wouldn’t 
amount to anything who joined the 
Coast Guard and ended up writing a 
Pulitzer Prize-winning book, ‘‘Roots,’’ 
and ‘‘The Autobiography of Malcolm 
X.’’ 

I know the value of Lane College, 
Fisk University, Tennessee State Uni-
versity, Lemoyne-Owen College, 
Meharry Medical College, and America 
Baptist College, and I want to help 
them. The request I am going to make 
is that the Senate pass a small package 
of bills that are sponsored by Demo-
crats and Republicans, 29 Senators—17 
Democrats and 12 Republicans. The 
first provision would be permanent 
funding. That is $255 million every year 
permanently for historically Black col-
leges and minority-serving institu-
tions. A second provision—I ask con-
sent to use this document on the Sen-
ate floor. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. ALEXANDER. That is the 
FAFSA. This is the document that 20 
million Americans fill out every year. 
We know how to reduce it. It is the big-
gest impediment to minority students 
going to college today. We are ready to 
pass it. Eight million minority stu-
dents fill this out. The president of the 
Southwest Community College from 
Memphis tells me he loses 1,500 stu-
dents a semester because of the com-
plexity of that. 

There are other provisions in this 
package, which include the Portman- 
Kaine provision for short-term Pell 
grants sponsored by about 20 Senators, 
many of them Democrats; the provi-
sion for Pell grants for prisoners who 
are eligible for parole; an increase in 
the number of Pell grants; an increase 
in the amount of Pell grants. All of 
that is in this package that I have of-
fered, but it starts with permanent 
funding for historically black colleges. 
Since there is time until October 1 of 
next year, the Department of Edu-
cation has said that there is plenty of 
Federal funding for all of those institu-
tions. There is no reason we can’t agree 
to my package today, send it over to 
the House of Representatives, send it 
to the President, and let all of these in-
stitutions know they don’t have to 
worry about funding permanently in-
stead of just for 2 years. 
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So, Mr. President, I ask unanimous 

consent that the Committee on Health, 
Education, Labor, and Pensions be dis-
charged from further consideration of 
S. 2557 and the Senate proceed to its 
immediate consideration. I ask unani-
mous consent that the bill be consid-
ered read a third time and passed and 
that the motion to reconsider be con-
sidered made and laid upon the table. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there 
objection? 

The Senator from Pennsylvania. 
Mr. CASEY. Mr. President, reserving 

the right to object, I just want to make 
a couple of comments by way of re-
sponse. 

I really want to go back to what we 
said earlier. There is no reason we 
can’t at least get this piece of legisla-
tion done. I will say it again: These in-
stitutions are underresourced. They 
don’t have the flexibility to operate in 
the red in the hopes of potential reim-
bursement later on. 

We are also told by the institutions 
themselves that planning has ‘‘all but 
stopped.’’ Campuses are feeling this 
impact already. Just 2 weeks after this 
program expired, some campuses in-
formed employees that their positions 
and programs may be terminated. So I 
would argue that the present cir-
cumstance is not acceptable. 

I realize the chairman wants to pro-
ceed to other issues, and I respect that, 
but when you consider what he is pro-
posing, there are some changes that 
should be pointed out. 

First of all, when considering the 
proposal he has, in comparing what it 
would do, for example, on the Second 
Chance Pell proposal, that only con-
tains a limited repeal of the ban rather 
than a full repeal of the ban. Any ref-
erence to the JOBS Act making short- 
term programs eligible for Pell 
grants—a bipartisan bill that was in-
troduced—excludes for-profit colleges. 
In this micropackage that the chair-
man is proposing, the for-profit col-
leges are added back in. 

No. 3, just by way of some examples, 
in the Grassley-Smith bill on financial 
aid award letters, some changes were 
made to that on financial aid award 
letters that weren’t contemplated by 
the bill’s original authors. 

Our legislation is fully paid for. It re-
invests up to $55 million in recovery 
programs. For several reasons, by way 
of contrast but also by way of what is 
happening right now with regard to 
these institutions—for those and other 
reasons, I object. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Objec-
tion is heard. 

The Senator from Tennessee. 
Mr. ALEXANDER. Mr. President, I 

know this Senate is a deliberative 
body, but we have been working on 
higher education for 5 years in our 
committee, and suddenly, out of the 
blue, comes a bill out of the House 
which says that we have an emergency 
in one provision of the Higher Edu-
cation Act; don’t take it through com-
mittee. That is the way we usually do 
things. 

The distinguished Senator from Lou-
isiana is a member of this committee, 
and the Senator from Pennsylvania is a 
valued member of the committee. We 
have a pretty good reputation for 
working together, despite our dif-
ferences, in fixing No Child Left Be-
hind, 21st Century Cures, opioid legis-
lation. Healthcare is a contentious 
issue, but by a vote of 20 to 3, we 
brought out a bill to lower healthcare 
costs. 

Yet the suggestion is that we take 
this bill to the Senate floor without 
any consideration by the committee. 
That is not the way we usually do 
things. 

Let me reemphasize that the U.S. De-
partment of Education has told every 
one of the historically Black colleges 
and minority-serving institutions that 
there is sufficient Federal funding be-
tween now and October 1 of next year. 
There is no reason to cut anybody’s 
pay and no reason to stop planning. 
That is what the Federal Government 
has told those institutions. That is 
plenty of time for us to take a provi-
sion—such as the one I have proposed 
or such as the one that the distin-
guished Senator from Pennsylvania has 
proposed—through our committee and 
recommend to the full Senate what we 
ought to do. 

Let’s not minimize what else there is 
to do. I mean, we literally have been 
working for 5 years on simplifying this 
FAFSA. There are 8 million minority 
students who fill it out every year. I 
think we should be concerned about 
the 300,000 students who attend histori-
cally Black colleges and universities. 
Many of them fill this out. I am told by 
the former Governor of Tennessee that 
filling out this complicated form is the 
single biggest impediment for low-in-
come students having an opportunity 
to go to college because their families 
think it is too complicated. 

Well, we know what to do about this. 
Senator BENNET, the Democratic Sen-
ator from Colorado, and I began work-
ing on this 5 years ago. Senator MUR-
RAY, the Democratic Senator from 
Washington, and I recommended that 
the Senate pass legislation getting rid 
of 22 questions that were double report-
ing. You have to tell the IRS some 
facts, and you have to tell the Depart-
ment of Education the same facts, and 
then they come in the middle of the se-
mester and try to catch you having one 
answer here and another answer there. 
So at East Tennessee State University, 
70 percent of the student body has their 
Pell grant verified, and some of them 
lose their Federal funding while they 
check to see if the information they 
had to give to two Federal agencies is 
different. We passed the Senate with 
that—Senator MURRAY and I did that 
last year. 

So why should we wait on this? I 
don’t think we should wait on perma-
nent funding for historically Black col-
leges, but why hold this hostage to 
that? 

I am ready to move ahead on perma-
nent funding for historically Black col-

leges. I am ready to move ahead on 
simplifying the FAFSA for 8 million 
students who fill this out every year. I 
am ready to move ahead on short-term 
Pell grants. I have been working with 
the Senator from Washington on this 
and with other Members of the Senate. 
I think we are moving to a consensus. 
We have time to do this right. Let’s 
take it through committee and send 
back to the House of Representatives a 
permanent solution. 

I think it is very important that we 
make clear to all of the presidents and 
all of the students at historically 
Black colleges and minority-serving in-
stitutions, No. 1, you have a year of 
funding ahead of you; No. 2, you have a 
proposal by the chairman of the Edu-
cation Committee that will perma-
nently fund what you are doing; and 
No. 3, our Democratic friends are ask-
ing that the Senate pass short-term 
funding that will create another fund-
ing cliff within a matter of months and 
that is funded by a budget gimmick 
that will never pass muster in the Sen-
ate. That is not going to happen. 

So we need to work together as we 
normally do and come to a conclusion 
on the Higher Education Act, including 
permanent funding of historically 
Black colleges and minority institu-
tions. I am ready to keep doing that. 
But I am also ready to encourage the 
passage not only of the provisions that 
I have introduced and that I asked for 
permission to pass today, which the 
Senator objected to, but other provi-
sions that might be included. 

I think 5 years is long enough to 
work on the Higher Education Act. I 
am coming to the conclusion we have 
time to do it, and I look forward to 
saying to our six historically Black 
colleges in Tennessee that the result of 
our hard work and debate and discus-
sion has been permanent funding, so 
you don’t have to worry about Federal 
funding. 

Mr. BURR. Mr. Chairman, will the 
Senator yield? 

Mr. ALEXANDER. I will yield. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from North Carolina. 
Mr. BURR. Mr. President, I thank 

the chairman for yielding, and I am 
here as living proof that he is not the 
Lone Ranger on this. The committee 
has worked diligently. We may not be 
as passionate as he is, but the com-
mittee has worked diligently to get 
higher education done. 

It is a farce to come in here and 
think that we are going to pass a 2- 
year House bill to fund historically 
Black colleges. Nobody has more his-
torically Black colleges in their State 
than I do. What they want—they want 
predictability, permanent funding. The 
chairman is willing to do that, but part 
of the condition to do that is to sit 
down and, now, quit talking and pass 
higher education. Reduce the FAFSA 
application to one page. Let these stu-
dents go out—and their parents—and 
be able to fill this out and not miss an 
education because they can’t go 
through the laborious process. 
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What the chairman has laid on the 

table is reasonable. The committee has 
talked about it for years. Now it is 
time to act. It is not time to act on one 
little piece of it for temporary funding. 
It is time to provide permanent fund-
ing for that and to do the rest of higher 
education. 

As proud as I am of our being the 
home of the majority of Black colleges 
and universities, I also have about 70 
other colleges and universities in 
North Carolina, and they are the bene-
ficiaries of everything else that is in 
this education bill. 

Compromise is not about ‘‘Take what 
I have’’ and not give anything else. We 
have been trying to work, with the 
chairman and the ranking member 
working together, to find compromise 
for 5 years. Many times the chairman 
has come to me and said: I think we 
can do it this year. Well, we have to 
have willing partners on the other side 
of the aisle. Today is a live example of 
where it is either their way or no way. 

I hope we can get back, and, before 
we leave this year, we can get this 
package passed. It is really simple: 
Just commit to do what we all have sat 
down and talked about for 5 years. If 
there are minor changes that need to 
be made, let’s make them in the next 
day or two. But to say that we are 
going to wait until next year and be 
here a year from now when that time-
frame has run out, let me assure you, if 
the chairman is not here to object to 
this request, I will be here to object to 
this request. 

The time to talk is over. The time to 
act is now. 

I thank the chairman for yielding. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Pennsylvania. 
Mr. CASEY. Just a couple of points 

on where we are: There is no question 
that, in my judgment, if you have more 
time to consider these issues for a full 
reauthorization, we could address some 
of the shortcomings that have been 
proposed already. I mentioned earlier 
issues that are not addressed, such as 
childcare, housing, food and mental 
health, the needs of first-generation 
students, needs of students of color, 
and students with disabilities. We can 
do that if we can get through this 
short-term period. We are asking for 
help only for a very limited timeframe 
so that we can work through these 
other issues. 

The second point I would make is, I 
can’t stand in the shoes of the leaders 
of these institutions, but when they 
tell us that they are in a difficult cir-
cumstance in the short run, I will take 
their word for it. The word of the De-
partment of Education—just from my 
point of view—doesn’t compare to what 
these institutions are telling us. So I 
think we should rely upon the rep-
resentations by the leaders of the insti-
tutions and act in a short-term fash-
ion, all the while committing ourselves 
to have a longer process to fully ex-
plore and try to reach consensus on a 
range of issues that come under the 
broad purview of reauthorization. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Tennessee. 

Mr. ALEXANDER. I want to thank 
the Senator from Pennsylvania for 
coming to the floor today on an issue I 
know he cares about. I thank the Sen-
ator from North Carolina. 

We are accustomed to working to-
gether. We are accustomed to getting 
results, and I want to get a result on 
this. 

I agree with both Senators in this 
sense: I think it is time to send a sig-
nal to historically Black colleges and 
minority-serving institutions that they 
don’t have to worry about funding for 
the future. For the next year, the De-
partment of Education has told them: 
You have the money for the next year. 
It shouldn’t take us a year to finish our 
work. 

So I look forward to sitting down 
with the Senator from North Carolina 
and the Senator from Pennsylvania 
and working out their differences on 
the provisions that we have. We have 
the basis for a very good higher edu-
cation bill—the permanent funding for 
historically Black colleges, the sim-
plification of the FAFSA, which affects 
20 million families every year. We have 
broad bipartisan consensus on simpli-
fying how you pay back student loans. 
There are nine different ways now. We 
could reduce that to two. That affects 
43 million families. 

The short-term Pell grants make a 
big difference. 

So we have a number of provisions, 
and I am working well, as I always do, 
with the Senator from Washington, 
Mrs. MURRAY. I would like to bring this 
to a conclusion as rapidly as we can. I 
think this debate has been useful to do 
that. I look forward to continuing it. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Rhode Island. 
CLIMATE CHANGE 

Mr. WHITEHOUSE. Mr. President, 
for this 259th climate speech, I am 
going to return to the theme of corrup-
tion. Before diving into the how, let’s 
start with the why because the scale 
and the remorselessness of the scheme 
of corruption the fossil fuel industry 
has run is hard to comprehend without 
understanding why. 

Here is the why. The fossil fuel indus-
try reaps the biggest subsidy in the 
history of the planet. I will say that 
again. The fossil fuel industry reaps 
the biggest subsidy in the history of 
the planet. The IMF—International 
Monetary Fund—estimates that the 
global subsidy for fossil fuel is in the 
trillions of dollars every year. That is 
globally. In the United States alone, 
the fossil fuel industry got a $650 bil-
lion—that is with a ‘‘b’’—subsidy in 
2015, according to the most recent re-
port from the IMF. That is about $2,000 
out of the pocket of every man, 
woman, and child in the United States. 
Here is that IMF report. Look it up. 
Read it and weep. 

Stop for a minute and understand 
this subsidy. Some of it is favorable 

tax deals and other direct subsidies 
that pour public taxpayer money into 
the pockets of this polluting industry. 
In recent years, that has been esti-
mated at around $20 billion annually. 

The vast bulk of this $650 billion is 
something else. It is people getting 
hurt. It is the cost of people suffering 
economic harms. It is the cost of your 
home burned in a wildfire or swept 
away in a storm by rising seas. It is the 
cost of farms withered from unprece-
dented droughts or crops drowned in 
unprecedented flooding. It is the cost 
of fisheries that are lost or moved 
away as oceans warm and acidify. It is 
the lost day of work with your kid in 
the emergency room waiting out a cli-
mate-related asthma attack on the 
ER’s nebulizer. It is the cost of tick- 
borne and mosquito-borne illnesses 
that didn’t used to be where you live. 
It is the cost to dive tours of tourists 
seeing dead, white, bleached coral reefs 
instead of vibrant undersea gardens 
and the cost to snowmobile moose 
tours of going through mud instead of 
snow and when you see moose, seeing 
emaciated moose calves with thou-
sands of ticks slowly killing them. It is 
the cost of American military deploy-
ments to conflicts caused by resource 
scarcity or climate migration. It is the 
cost of relocating Naval Station Nor-
folk when the community around it 
floods out. It is the cost of Glacier 
Park with no glacier. It is the cost of 
trout streams with no trout. It is the 
cost of millions of acres of healthy for-
ests killed off by pine beetle infesta-
tion. It is the cost to Phoenix of staff-
ing up emergency services when it is 
not safe to work outside because it is 
too hot and lost airline flights out of 
the airport when the tarmac melts. It 
is the myriad costs of basic operating 
systems of the natural world gone hay-
wire because of climate change. 

All this pain, all this loss, all this 
suffering has a bloodless economic 
name: externalities. Externalities are 
the social costs that are imposed on 
others by the use of a product. Pollu-
tion, of course, is the obvious example. 
In economic theory, those social costs 
should be baked into the price of a 
product. That is why courts and com-
panies and countries around the world 
apply a social cost of carbon calcula-
tion. 

But destroying the basic operating 
systems of the planet is a high-priced 
externality—by the IMF report, $650 
billion in 2015 just in the United 
States. And because it is hard to cal-
culate a price for so much of this harm, 
that is a lowball estimate. For in-
stance, we can estimate the loss to the 
dive shop of the coral reef off the coast 
dying, but is that really the full cost of 
the dead reef? There is a lot more. So 
the externality is probably well over 
$650 billion. 

By comparison, let’s look at the five 
major oil companies’ earnings. The five 
major oil companies earned somewhat 
more than $80 billion in profits last 
year all around the world, all right? 
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Global profits are $80 billion versus $650 
billion in destruction and harm they 
caused just in the United States. So 
make those oil companies follow the 
rules of market economics. Make them 
put the cost of the harm of their prod-
uct into the price of their product—$80 
billion versus $650 billion—and guess 
what: Their business is in a $570-plus 
billion hole. That is why the fossil fuel 
industry is so corrupt. It knows it 
needs to break the laws of market eco-
nomics in order to survive, and it 
knows it needs political help to do 
that. 

Fortunately for the fossil fuel indus-
try, up against that $650 billion sub-
sidy, politicians come cheap. They 
could put $650 million into politics 
every single year, and it would earn 
them a 1,000-to-1 return on that ex-
penditure protecting the $650 billion 
subsidy. 

So that is the why of fossil fuel cor-
ruption: It pays. It pays hugely. It is as 
simple as that. They are corrupt be-
cause it pays. 

Now let’s look at the how. 
By the way, they have some expertise 

in this area. These companies operate 
in the most crooked countries in the 
world, so they know how to work 
crooked deals and politics. But what 
happened here in the United States? 
Well, I saw it happen. The big change 
came when five Republican Supreme 
Court Justices gave this industry and 
other mega industries big new political 
artillery. It came in the disgraceful 
Citizens United decision that let un-
limited special interest money into our 
elections. 

I will tell you, there is no special in-
terest more unlimited than fossil fuel. 
Fossil fuel front groups were all over 
that Supreme Court case, by the way, 
signaling to the five Republicans on 
the Court what they wanted them to 
do, and sure enough, they did it. 

Of course, it does take some fun out 
of spending unlimited money in poli-
tics if people can tell who you are. In 
theory, we were supposed to know. To 
get to the outcome the fossil fuel in-
dustry wanted, the five Republican 
Justices had to pretend, as a legal mat-
ter, that all this political spending—all 
this unlimited political spending they 
were authorizing—was going to be 
transparent, that we would know who 
was behind it. 

Well, that transparency was not 
going to work very well for Exxon or 
Koch Industries or Marathon Petro-
leum, so they cooked up all sorts of 
schemes to hide behind. Tax-deductible 
501(c)(4)s appeared that can hide their 
donors. Trade groups like the U.S. 
Chamber of Commerce got taken over 
and co-opted. Disposable shell corpora-
tions turned up behind political dona-
tions. An enterprise called Donors 
Trust was established, whose sole pur-
pose is to launder the identity of big 
donors. 

By the way—back to Citizens 
United—those five Republican Justices 
would have to be idiots not to see this 

apparatus of phony front groups out 
there mocking their assurances of 
transparency—assurances that were at 
the heart of the Citizens United deci-
sion—but those Justices have stu-
diously ignored this flagrantly obvious 
flaw and have made zero effort to clean 
up their unlimited-spending, dark- 
money mess. I was taught as a kid that 
you are supposed to clean up the 
messes you made. That is not a mes-
sage that got through to the ‘‘Roberts 
Five.’’ 

We have addressed this flotilla of 
propped-up, dark-money front groups 
in the Senate before. We call it the web 
of denial. Academics who study these 
groups have documented well over 100 
of them in the last decade. That sounds 
like a lot—100 front groups—but re-
member, there is $650 billion a year 
riding on this. And it is a really big 
help if you can pretend you are, say, 
Americans for Peace and Puppies and 
Prosperity instead of ExxonMobil or 
the Kochs or Marathon Petroleum. 
People tend to get the joke when the 
ad says: Brought to you by 
ExxonMobil. 

So they have the motive and the 
means to spend millions of political 
dollars and to do so from hiding. How 
much do they spend? Well, that is hard 
to tell because the whole purpose is to 
hide. Responsible watchdogs won’t 
even venture a guess as to how much 
dark money is sloshing through the po-
litical system, but total dark money 
spending on Federal elections has been 
at least $700 million since the Citizens 
United decision, according to the Cen-
ter for Responsive Politics. The lion’s 
share of that dark money is probably 
from fossil fuels because, first, nobody 
else has the same corrupt motive on 
the scale of fossil fuel. Plus, when you 
look at the spending, it is usually 
groups who can be connected to fossil 
fuel. And for most, the activity is cli-
mate denial and obstruction, so it is 
fossil fuel work being done. So it is 
pretty easy to conclude who is likely 
behind all this. 

For colleagues who weren’t here be-
fore 2010, let me tell you, things were 
different then. In 2007, 2008, and 2009— 
those were my first 3 years here—there 
were lots of bipartisan climate bills 
kicking around the Senate, real ones 
that would have headed off the crisis 
into which we are rocketing right now. 
Heck, in 2008, the Republican nominee 
for President ran on a strong climate 
platform. 

After the Citizens United decision in 
January of 2010, all of that was snuffed 
out. An oily curtain of denial fell 
around the Republican Party as the 
fossil fuel industry brought its new po-
litical weapons to bear. The before and 
after comparison is as plain as day, and 
it cost us a decade of inaction when 
time was of the essence. It has been a 
high cost except, of course, for the fos-
sil fuel industry, whose lying and deny-
ing, whose front groups and dark 
money, whose political obstruction and 
threats still remain fully dedicated to 
protecting that $650 billion subsidy. 

Do the math just for a second. At $650 
billion a year, from January 2010 until 
now, Citizens United let the fossil fuel 
industry protect nearly $6 trillion in 
subsidy—$6 trillion in losses to our 
constituents, $6 trillion that this in-
dustry dodged in the laws of market ec-
onomics to foist on everyone else—and 
you wonder why they worked so hard 
to take over the courts. 

The fossil fuels’ denial operation and 
obstruction operation is likely the big-
gest and most corrupt scheme in 
human history. I can’t think of one 
that is worse, and it is still operating 
today—right now—as I stand here and 
speak. Its oily tides pollute our public 
debate with deliberate falsehoods and 
nonsense, grease our press to steer 
away from this subject, slosh slimily 
through the hallways of this very 
building, and grip the Supreme Court 
in a web of oily, dark money influence. 
We have become like the people who 
have lived in the shadows for so long 
and have forgotten what sunlight, what 
free debate, what laws based on facts 
can look like. 

The fossil fuel industry has polluted 
our American democracy on as massive 
a scale as it has polluted our atmos-
phere and oceans. For those in our his-
tory who gave up their lives—who died 
in the service of our democracy—who 
are looking down on us now, that pol-
lution of the democracy they died de-
fending must be a bitter spectacle. 

As a boy, there was an ominous hymn 
that we often sang in chapel about how 
‘‘once to every man and nation comes 
the moment to decide, in the strife of 
Truth with Falsehood, for the good or 
evil side.’’ ‘‘Truth,’’ the hymn went on, 
is ‘‘forever on the scaffold, wrong for-
ever on the throne,’’ but ‘‘though the 
cause of Evil prosper, yet ‘tis Truth 
alone is strong.’’ 

Now is our moment to decide: Do we 
finally bring down fossil fuels’ false 
Babylon of corruption or, in the strife 
of truth with falsehood, do we keep 
protecting the evil side? 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Tennessee. 
FREEDOM AROUND THE WORLD 

Mrs. BLACKBURN. Mr. President, it 
really has been quite a year here in 
Washington for drawn-out policy bat-
tles. It is November, and we are still 
fighting over defense spending, trade, 
and the results of an election long 
since decided in 2016. 

A quick flip through this morning’s 
world news sections serves as my daily 
reminder that Americans really do 
have so much for which to be thankful. 
One might even feel inclined to say we 
are really lucky to live here in the 
United States. Yet I will tell you that 
luck really doesn’t have a lot to do 
with it. Our freedom was bought with 
the blood of thousands who instigated 
a revolution in spite of being outspent, 
outmanned, and outgunned by the 
global superpower of their time, and 
thank goodness they had that fighting 
spirit. That same absolute belief in the 
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right to self-determination went on to 
fuel the abolitionists, the women’s suf-
fragists, and the civil rights warriors. 
Their fearlessness inspires freedom 
movements that we are seeing all 
across the globe today. 

Just a few months ago, heads turned 
toward China as thousands of Hong 
Kong people poured into the streets 
and said no to Beijing’s stranglehold, 
but just saying no wasn’t enough. Now 
their neighborhoods and universities 
have morphed into war zones, and Chi-
nese authorities have long since justi-
fied shooting live rounds of ammuni-
tion into the crowds. 

Imagine the intensity of the fear it 
takes to push a government to fire on 
its own people when the entire world is 
watching. Beijing is worried, but Bei-
jing will also not hesitate to use any 
force it deems necessary to tighten its 
grip on Hong Kong. 

Now, here in the Senate, we are 
working on a few pieces of legislation 
to let the Chinese and the Hong Kong 
Governments know that the United 
States is watching. We have included a 
bill that will prevent U.S. companies 
from exporting crowd control supplies 
to the Hong Kong Police Force. It is 
important, though, for everyone to un-
derstand that the motivating factors 
behind political oppression have noth-
ing to do with tear gas or with stun 
guns. There is only so much that legis-
lation can do. 

Governments in Iraq, Vietnam, Alge-
ria, and Lebanon are also hard at work 
in doing whatever they can to prevent 
their citizens from stepping out of line, 
because they know what will happen if 
their citizens are free to criticize the 
state, and they are terrified of losing 
power. 

This month, the entire world looks 
toward Central Europe to commemo-
rate the fall of the Berlin Wall. When 
East Berliners first stepped into the 
western half of their city, they re-
vealed to the rest of the world the hor-
rors of living under a political regime 
that sustained itself by consuming the 
autonomy of its subjects. History 
serves as an enduring warning against 
the dangers of the all-powerful state. 

As we watch mass protests play out a 
half a world away, many Americans 
still see social chaos not as a symptom 
of a disease but as a spontaneous ex-
pression of some nebulous desire to be 
free. They don’t stop to recall what 
sparked the first feelings of unease 
long before the Molotov cocktails 
started flying through the air. 

This is why, here in the United 
States, my colleagues in the majority 
have forced many conversations on the 
perils of degrading the foundations of 
our Republic. We have debated ad nau-
seam the Constitution’s place in civil 
and legal discourse, asking: Does it 
provide a workable standard or is it 
just an outdated piece of paper now 
rendered illegitimate by the male 
whiteness of its drafters? I think the 
Presiding Officer knows my response. 

We defend the Constitution and the 
system of government it created be-

cause we know, from studying history 
and from observing current events, 
that freedom does not suddenly expire. 
Freedom begins to wither the moment 
those in power convince themselves 
that a reprieve from uncomfortable 
policy debates over speech, self-de-
fense, or the size of government will be 
worth the risk of shelving the stand-
ards that protect individual liberty. 

The current blase tolerance and, in 
some cases, incomprehensible enthu-
siasm for socialism and other authori-
tarian philosophies is sending a strong 
message to the rest of the world that 
the standard for global freedom is up 
for debate. If we acquiesce to the argu-
ment that America’s founding prin-
ciples have passed their expiration 
date, we will have failed as a people 
and as a world leader. That failure will 
change the course of our history, and it 
will be used as a weapon to quash dis-
sent elsewhere in the world. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Florida. 
f 

HONG KONG HUMAN RIGHTS AND 
DEMOCRACY ACT OF 2019 

Mr. RUBIO. Mr. President, in a mo-
ment here, as my colleagues gather, we 
hope to pass the Hong Kong Human 
Rights and Democracy Act. 

I first acknowledge all of the people 
who worked so hard on it—our staffs, 
obviously, and, in addition, Senators 
CARDIN, RISCH, MENENDEZ, and over 50 
cosponsors, many of whom will join us 
here this evening. I also thank Leaders 
MCCONNELL and SCHUMER for their sup-
port in helping us get here. I thank 
Chairman CRAPO, who has helped us 
make some important changes at the 
end that will make the sanctions easier 
to implement. 

A lot of people have been watching 
on the news the protests that have 
been going on in Hong Kong and are 
wondering as to, perhaps, the depths of 
what it is all about. 

When the United Kingdom handed 
Hong Kong over to China, they signed 
an agreement that is known as the 
Joint Declaration. It basically guaran-
tees a high degree of autonomy and 
freedom of the people of Hong Kong. As 
a result of that agreement, the United 
States has treated commerce and trade 
with Hong Kong differently than it has 
its commercial and trade activity with 
the mainland of China. What has hap-
pened over the last few years is the 
steady effort, on the part of Chinese 
authorities, to erode that autonomy 
and those freedoms. 

The most recent protests really 
began with a proposal to pass an extra-
dition law that would allow the Chi-
nese Government to basically have ar-
rested and extradite someone in Hong 
Kong over to the mainland. There was 
a huge pushback against that, and pro-
tests emerged as a result of it. Even 
though the Government of Hong Kong 
has pulled out from pursuing that law, 
the protests have continued because 

the people of Hong Kong have seen 
what is coming. They see the steady ef-
fort to erode their autonomy and their 
freedoms. 

The response by the Hong Kong au-
thorities, with its having been under 
tremendous pressure from Beijing, has 
been that of violence and repression. 
So far, over 5,000 people have been ar-
rested in Hong Kong. The youngest has 
been 12 years of age. The oldest has 
been 82. Hundreds more have been in-
jured by violence committed by police 
authorities but also by street gangs— 
criminals, thugs—who have been em-
powered and encouraged by the Chinese 
authorities. 

This effort by China to exert control 
and remove autonomy continues 
unabated. Here are some examples. 
There was a law that was passed that 
banned wearing masks, and a Hong 
Kong court ruled that the ban was un-
constitutional. The so-called National 
People’s Congress in Beijing today 
ruled that Hong Kong courts have no 
authority—no power—to review Hong 
Kong Government legislation. Under 
pressure from Beijing, the Government 
of Hong Kong threatened to cancel the 
November 24 elections—elections, by 
the way, that China has been inter-
fering in. China has pushed to ban crit-
ics, like Joshua Wong, from running. 
Seven candidates who are running have 
been attacked by street gangs during 
this campaign, and two candidates 
have been arrested while campaigning. 

And now for the latest move, China is 
pushing the Hong Kong Government to 
pass what they call the new national 
security law—a law that would allow 
them to arrest political critics and op-
ponents. If this passes, if that happens, 
that is the very definition of control 
and de facto proof of all loss of auton-
omy. 

By the way, China is also pushing for 
something very ominous. They call it 
patriotic education. What China is 
really pushing for in Hong Kong is 
moving from ‘‘one country, two sys-
tems’’ to ‘‘one country, one system’’— 
the Chinese system. 

So the bill that we will bring up here 
in a moment, with tremendous bipar-
tisan support, requires five quick 
things that I will touch on. 

First, its most important element is 
that it requires the Secretary of State 
to annually certify whether Hong Kong 
warrants being treated differently than 
China. If Hong Kong is no longer au-
tonomous—and that is the rationale 
for different treatment—then, they 
should no longer receive that treat-
ment. 

It says that students in Hong Kong 
shouldn’t be barred from entering the 
United States or getting a visa to 
study here, for example, because they 
have been the subject of a politically 
motivated arrest or detention. 

It says that for the next 7 years, the 
Secretary of Commerce is going to re-
port on whether export controls and 
sanction laws are being enforced by the 
Government of Hong Kong or whether 
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China is using Hong Kong as a back 
door to evade export controls and sanc-
tions. 

It says that if Hong Kong ultimately 
returns and passes that extradition bill 
that China wants, the President has to 
present a plan to protect Americans 
from this law. 

Last but not least, it mandates that 
the President identify and sanction for-
eigners the President determines, 
based on credible information, who are 
responsible for extraditions, for arbi-
trary detention, for torture, or for 
forced confessions inside of Hong Kong 
or any other human rights violations 
in Hong Kong. 

By the way, it would also allow 
blocking the assets of these persons if 
those assets are located here in the 
United States. 

So, in a moment here, as we continue 
to gather, we are waiting the arrival of 
companion legislation. 

I yield the floor because I know we 
have lot of important sponsors that are 
here who want to speak on the subject. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Ms. 
MCSALLY). The Senator from Idaho. 

Mr. RISCH. Madam President, first of 
all, this is an important step that we 
are taking here. This is a matter that 
we have been discussing for a long 
time. There has been a lot of action on 
it, and I want to thank Senator RUBIO 
and Senator CARDIN, who are the lead 
supporters of this bill and who have, on 
behalf of the committee, done yeo-
man’s work getting it together and 
getting the bipartisan compromise to 
get the language here. Also, virtually 
all members of the committee have had 
fingerprints on this bill, and so in that 
regard, I think it is going to pass quite 
handily. 

I want to thank the Banking staff, 
particularly my colleague from Idaho, 
Senator CRAPO, who, of course, has the 
expertise—the Banking, Housing, and 
Urban Affairs Committee—on these 
kinds of things on sanctions. They 
were very helpful in hammering out 
the language that we needed for the 
sanctions. 

I want to thank the Banking, Hous-
ing, and Urban Affairs Committee 
staff, who were helpful. 

I want to thank the staff of the For-
eign Relations Committee, who work 
for us—both the minority staff, Sen-
ator MENENDEZ’s staff, and my staff, 
the majority staff—for doing this and 
all of the people who worked on this. 
So thank you to all of you. 

Since June, millions of people in 
Hong Kong have taken to the streets 
protesting the erosion of their rights 
and freedoms. 

Hong Kong was supposed to maintain 
a high degree of autonomy after China 
regained sovereignty over the territory 
in 1997. This wasn’t just a verbal under-
standing. This was in the treaty that 
China signed with Great Britain. How-
ever, since that time, China has gradu-
ally chipped away at Hong Kong’s au-
tonomy, and this is now becoming a 
real problem. 

China now refers to its treaty with 
Great Britain as ‘‘a historical docu-
ment,’’ and says it is no longer bound 
by its terms. This is just one of many 
examples that show that the Chinese 
Government has no respect for the rule 
of law. 

After two decades of broken commit-
ments, it is past time that we hold the 
Chinese Communist Party accountable. 
What it is doing in Hong Kong is just 
wrong. 

That is why I am proud to join Sen-
ator RUBIO and Senator CARDIN and all 
the others who have had hands on this 
bill in bringing the Hong Kong Human 
Rights and Democracy Act to the Sen-
ate floor. This bill is the result of a 
strong, strong bipartisan consensus 
that we must act in support of the 
Hong Kong people. 

Thank you all for helping. We will 
get to the unanimous consent here in a 
little bit. 

I yield the floor to Senator CARDIN. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Maryland. 
Mr. CARDIN. Madam President, let 

me first thank Senator RUBIO for his 
leadership on this issue and Senator 
MENENDEZ and Senator RISCH for their 
leadership in our committee and so 
many others who have been involved, 
because tonight we have a chance to 
reaffirm our commitment for human 
rights and democracy. 

That is exactly what our legislation 
does. It recognizes the fact that for 24 
consecutive weeks, the people of Hong 
Kong have been asking for their basic 
democracy and freedom. 

On Monday, it was reported—just 
yesterday—that police fired 1,458 
rounds of tear gas, 1,391 rubber bullets, 
325 beanbag rounds, and 265 sponge gre-
nades—that is just yesterday—on 
peaceful protesters. 

They are asking nothing more than 
to exercise the rights they were told 
would be protected to express their 
views and to be able to have democracy 
in Hong Kong, which is the way it was 
in the previous time. 

Senator RUBIO and I introduced legis-
lation, and the chairman and ranking 
member of the Foreign Relations Com-
mittee, Senator RISCH and Menendez, 
joined us, and we passed this bipartisan 
legislation on June 13. It reaffirms the 
principles set forth in the United 
States-Hong Kong Policy Act of 1992, 
which supports democratization, 
human rights, and the autonomy of 
Hong Kong. 

Now, Senator RUBIO already talked 
about this, but this is a very important 
thing. We gave Hong Kong a special 
status in its relationship with the 
United States that China does not 
enjoy, and we gave them that special 
status upon their protecting democ-
racy and human rights in Hong Kong. 
That was the commitment. 

If they don’t comply with that, this 
special status should no longer be 
available, and this legislation requires 
that we get information on a regular 
basis as to whether China is respecting 

the rights that we put in our legisla-
tion in 1992, that they notify us on a 
regular timeframe. That is an impor-
tant point, because if they don’t, we 
shouldn’t give them that protected sta-
tus. 

Secondly, it identifies persons who 
suppress basic freedoms, similar to the 
Magnitsky Act sanctions. Those that 
are taking away the human rights of 
the people of Hong Kong would be sub-
ject to the same type of visa restric-
tions to visit America and to use our 
banking system. That makes a great 
deal of sense, and we know that is pret-
ty effective. 

So it is time that we back up our 
words and our commitment to sup-
porting Hong Kong’s democratization, 
human rights, and autonomy with ac-
tion. Let’s make sure the people of 
Hong Kong know that the U.S. Con-
gress and the American people stand in 
solidarity with them, as the Chinese 
authorities, as we speak, are repressing 
the legitimate rights of the people of 
Hong Kong. We can stand with the peo-
ple of Hong Kong for democracy and 
human rights by our actions this 
evening. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from New Jersey. 
Mr. MENENDEZ. Madam President, I 

rise in support of the motion that 
shortly will be made by our colleague, 
the Senator from Florida. I want to 
congratulate Senator CARDIN and him 
for their leadership in this regard. I ap-
preciate the chairman and myself hav-
ing joined them and moving this expe-
ditiously through the committee, and I 
am looking forward to its critical pas-
sage on the floor. Time is of the es-
sence. 

The people of Hong Kong are fighting 
for their lives. Six months ago, mil-
lions of Hong Kong citizens took to the 
streets to peacefully protest the ero-
sion of their democracy and their 
rights. Now, half a year later, we find 
mounting anger and unrest, with the 
violence against students and pro-
testers—most dramatically, in the 
crackdown on Hong Kong Polytechnic 
University—only getting worse. 

People are being shot. Universities 
are being burned. The violence per-
petrated by the authorities in Hong 
Kong and, by extension, Beijing are 
turning the city into a battlefield. 

This is not the Hong Kong that any 
of us want to see. The special character 
of Hong Kong is one of the world’s 
great success stories. The vibrancy of 
the people of Hong Kong, especially its 
young people and the rising generation 
of leaders standing up for democracy 
and self-governance, should inspire all 
of us. 

We admire Hong Kong’s success as a 
burgeoning economic powerhouse, and 
we admire the vibrant and autonomous 
civil society and civic life that has 
flourished under the ‘‘one country, two 
systems’’ principle. 

Hong Kong is one of the remarkable 
success stories of the Indo-Pacific—one 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 02:39 Nov 20, 2019 Jkt 099060 PO 00000 Frm 00021 Fmt 0624 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\G19NO6.047 S19NOPT1S
sp

en
ce

r 
on

 D
S

K
B

B
X

C
H

B
2P

R
O

D
 w

ith
 S

E
N

A
T

E



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATES6652 November 19, 2019 
of the most remarkable success stories 
of China and the Chinese people—and it 
is a success worth protecting. 

I call on the police to act profes-
sionally and to treat its fellow citizens 
with respect and restraint. We call for 
Beijing and the Hong Kong authorities 
to address the noble and legitimate as-
pirations of the people of Hong Kong. 

In these turbulent times, the Con-
gress of the United States must lead 
with our values. We must stand on the 
side of freedom and human dignity, and 
we must send a clear and uncompro-
mising statement that America stands 
with the people of Hong Kong in their 
quest to maintain their self-govern-
ance and autonomy, to safeguard their 
human rights, to exercise their demo-
cratic freedom, and to determine their 
own future. 

The House of Representatives already 
passed their version of this bill, and 
the situation in Hong Kong grows more 
tenuous by the day. That is why the 
United States should and must act 
today. 

I look forward to the passage of this 
bill without delay. Let us work to hold 
China accountable for the erosion of 
democracy in Hong Kong, and let us to-
gether send a message to the people of 
Hong Kong that their cries for democ-
racy and freedom have been heard 
through both Chambers of the U.S. 
Congress, and that America stands 
with them in their call for justice and 
self-determination. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Arkansas. 
Mr. COTTON. Madam President, the 

Hong Kong Human Rights and Democ-
racy Act is really about promises— 
making promises and keeping prom-
ises. Unfortunately, the Chinese Com-
munist Party has a long history of 
making promises but not keeping 
them. 

You can ask a rice farmer from 
Stuttgart. You can ask a software pro-
grammer from Fayetteville, a factory 
worker from Fort Smith, or a Christian 
missionary from Searcy. 

In this case, China promised in 1984 
that it would uphold the ‘‘one country, 
two systems’’ approach to Hong Kong 
when it took over in 1997, a promise to 
preserve the freedoms that have made 
Hong Kong distinctive—the freedom to 
practice one’s religion as one sees fit, 
to speak one’s mind, and to participate 
in the political process. 

But that is just another promise they 
are on the verge of breaking. Appar-
ently, the ‘‘one country, two systems’’ 
approach can’t satisfy Beijing’s rapa-
cious appetite. They look at and covet 
Hong Kong’s wealth, and they fear and 
loathe its freedom, which stands in 
shining contrast to the Orwellian op-
pression on the mainland. In fact, they 
fear that mainland Chinese might look 
across the bay and start to get ideas. 

So the Chinese Communist Party has 
been breaking its promises to Hong 
Kong and to the world, waging a brutal 
campaign to absorb Hong Kong into its 
dystopian, high-tech dictatorship. 

Hongkongers are bravely resisting in 
the face of this kind of escalating vio-
lence. In recent days, Hong Kong secu-
rity forces have shot a protestor in the 
stomach. They have trapped hundreds 
of students in the university, using 
rubber bullets and tear gas on them. 
They have threatened them with mass 
arrest. 

Beijing’s propagandists have been 
hinting that even harsher measures are 
on the way. 

An article in the party-controlled 
China Daily argues that Beijing must 
accelerate Hong Kong’s integration 
with the mainland and then reeducate 
Hongkongers, just like they are doing 
on a mass scale to 1 million Uighurs in 
concentration camps in Xinjiang. 

I said this in the summer when the 
protests started. Let me say it again. 
It would be a grave mistake of historic 
proportion—surpassing the massacre of 
Tiananmen Square—if Beijing were to 
impose martial law, occupy, or other-
wise crackdown on Hong Kong. 

But the Hong Kong Human Rights 
and Democracy Act is about more than 
China making and breaking promises. 
It is also about the United States fi-
nally enforcing China’s promises. 

We have a shot to avert catastrophe, 
protect the people of Hong Kong, and 
to finally enforce Beijing promises or 
hold them accountable for breaking 
those promises. 

Very soon, the Senate will pass this 
legislation on a unanimous, bipartisan 
basis to give you a sense of sentiment 
in the Congress. This legislation re-
quires the Secretary of State to certify 
Hong Kong’s autonomy from the main-
land each year. Otherwise, they will 
lose the special privileges that U.S. law 
currently grants to Hong Kong. 

The bill will freeze the assets and 
travel of officials who are responsible 
for abducting Hongkongers, like jour-
nalists, booksellers who have been van-
ishing without a trace since 2017, and it 
will ensure that pro-democracy pro-
testers cannot be denied visas to the 
United States despite their specious ar-
rests. But if the Hong Kong Chinese 
Communist Party will simply pull back 
from the brink, if they will keep their 
promises, if they will respect their one- 
country, two-system approach, none of 
this will happen. 

So Beijing has a promise. Keep its 
promises, or give Americans and the 
world one more reason to treat China 
like an outlaw regime. 

Choose wisely, Mr. General Secretary 
Xi. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Illinois. 

Mr. DURBIN. Madam President, I 
want to thank my colleagues, Senators 
RUBIO, CARDIN, MENENDEZ, and Rep-
resentative CHRIS SMITH for moving the 
Hong Kong Human Rights and Democ-
racy Act in both Chambers, legislation 
I was proud to cosponsor. With the sit-
uation deteriorating by the hour in 
Hong Kong, the passage of legislation 
could not be more timely. I urge my 
colleagues in the House to take action 

quickly without delay. This bill sends 
an important message of bipartisan 
support from the U.S. Congress for the 
democratic aspirations of the broad 
majority of the people of Hong Kong. 

Some of you may realize that we, 
just a few months ago, celebrated the 
30th anniversary of the bloody crack-
down that ended the peaceful democ-
racy movement in Tiananmen Square. 
Who among us can forget those riv-
eting weeks during which there was 
real hope and possibility of China open-
ing its political system—the Goddess of 
Democracy statue modeled after our 
own Statue of Liberty—and, sadly, the 
jarring image of the protestor that was 
standing to try to block the onslaught 
of a tank? 

The crude propaganda and 
disinformation used by Communist 
hardliners to brainwash young military 
conscripts to turn on their own people 
was both heartbreaking and infuri-
ating. Remembering those days, we 
must not sit by idly and quietly and 
allow Hong Kong’s freedoms to be simi-
larly threatened. 

I have been moved by the coura-
geousness of the pro-democracy 
protestors in the face of increasingly 
excessive use of force by the Hong 
Kong police in one of the most vibrant 
cities in the world. What exactly are 
Hong Kong protesters fighting for—the 
freedoms we in America take for grant-
ed every day—the freedom of assembly, 
suffrage, speech, due process, and rule 
of law. Rather than sitting down with 
the protesters, Hong Kong authorities 
have increasingly used excessive force 
instead of engaging in constructive dia-
logue. Yet, ultimately, I believe the 
Hong Kong Government and the pro-
testers are capable of finding a solu-
tion, and I hope they do. 

Let me end by appealing to the lead-
ership in China to show the courage to 
allow the continued prosperous demo-
cratic autonomy enjoyed by the people 
of Hong Kong. Hong Kong’s continued 
special status is the sign of strength 
and confidence, not weakness. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Florida. 
Mr. SCOTT of Florida. Madam Presi-

dent, I rise today to speak about the 
greatest threat the United States faces 
in the next century, the threat of Com-
munist China. 

I have been saying, for months, Com-
munist China is not our friend. They 
are stealing our technology; refusing to 
open up their markets to foreign goods 
as required by the WTO; militarizing 
the South China Sea, even after prom-
ising President Obama they wouldn’t; 
holding over 1 million Uighurs in pris-
on camps just for their religion; har-
vesting the organs of detainees against 
their will; and Communist China is in-
tentionally pushing fentanyl into the 
United States, killing Americans every 
day. 

Communist China continues to strip 
the people of Hong Kong of their basic 
rights. I was the first Senator to visit 
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Hong Kong since the protests started 
nearly 6 months ago. I had the oppor-
tunity to meet with the protestors— 
students, parents, and grandparents— 
who are fighting to regain the freedom 
they were once promised. I heard their 
stories, horrible and frightening stories 
of police brutality, threats against in-
dividuals and their families, and mys-
terious disappearances. 

Six months in and no signs of Com-
munist China loosening their grip— 
their efforts to crack down on the pro-
tests in Hong Kong reflect their com-
mitment to denying basic human 
rights and snuffing out any opposition 
to their totalitarian goals. We cannot 
stay silent. General Secretary of the 
Communist Party Xi is trying to be the 
dominant world power. It is Hong Kong 
now, then it will be Taiwan. 

Communist China believes that, in 
order for them to be stronger, other 
freedom-loving countries must be 
weaker. As Communist China becomes 
more and more aggressive, we must ask 
ourselves: Is this the next Tiananmen 
Square? We all remember that famous 
image. Times have changed, but one 
thing stays the same: Wherever totali-
tarian regimes exist, there will be 
brave freedom fighters who will stand 
up against injustice and stand for 
human rights. That is what we are see-
ing in Hong Kong today. 

Beijing soldiers have been appearing 
on the city streets, raising questions 
about the army’s future role. Will Com-
munist China once again use its mili-
tary might to quash peaceful protests? 
Will they once again stand against 
those fighting for human rights and de-
mocracy? Will the United States stand 
by and allow this to happen? 

We are seeing Americans like Mi-
chael Bloomberg putting profits above 
human rights and propping up the Chi-
nese Government by continuing to host 
huge events in Communist China. It is 
time for the world to stand and present 
a unified front against Communist Chi-
na’s aggression, and that starts with 
supporting the brave people of Hong 
Kong. 

We must do everything we can to 
communicate our commitment to de-
mocracy, freedom, and human rights. I 
am proud to stand in support of the 
Hong Kong Freedom and Democracy 
Act, which will give the United States 
more authority to reevaluate Beijing’s 
influence on Hong Kong. This bill 
makes it clear that General Secretary 
of the Communist Party Xi needs to 
comply with what China agreed to in 
1997. Communist China must give Hong 
Kong its autonomy, or the United 
States will continue to ramp up pres-
sure on Communist China. 

We cannot underestimate this threat. 
We must be vigilant. We must be ag-
gressive. America’s role of fighting for 
freedom and liberty worldwide depends 
on it. The future of our children and 
grandchildren depends on it. 

To the brave and resilient people of 
Hong Kong, the United States is with 
you. Your fight will not be in vain, and 
it does not go unnoticed. 

And to Communist China and Gen-
eral Secretary of the Communist Party 
Xi, consider your next moves carefully. 
The world is watching. 

I won’t stop fighting until America’s 
economic and political future—and the 
freedom of nations across the globe—is 
secure from the threat of China’s influ-
ence. 

I want to thank Senator RUBIO and 
Senator CARDIN and all Senators of the 
U.S. for their support of this bill. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Missouri. 
Mr. HAWLEY. Madam President, just 

two brief points this evening—the first 
is that I am proud to join not only as 
a supporter of this measure but as 
original cosponsor, and I want to thank 
the other Senators—Senator RUBIO, es-
pecially Senator CARDIN, and Senator 
RISCH—for their leadership on this 
issue, but I want to be clear that we 
are here today in this Chamber, and 
what we are doing is possible tonight 
because of the bravery and the courage 
of the protesters in Hong Kong. 

Many of them are very young people 
who are risking their very lives, taking 
to the streets, standing for democracy, 
standing for the promises that were 
made to them by Beijing many years 
ago and fighting for them now, putting 
everything on the line. And I just want 
to say to those protesters that you are 
making a difference, that your lives 
have made a difference, and to those 
who even now are trapped inside PolyU 
in this siege that the Hong Kong police 
force has created—this humanitarian 
crisis that the Hong Kong police force 
has fostered—what you are doing is in-
spiring the world. What you are doing 
has moved this body. What you are 
doing is changing the world. Thank 
you for your courage. Thank you for 
your bravery. Thank you for believing 
in your city, and thank you for believ-
ing in Hong Kong. 

The other thing I would say is that, 
while today is a good day in the strug-
gle to preserve the freedoms of this 
city and the struggle against a totali-
tarian regime in Beijing, it is not the 
last day. Although this step is an im-
portant step that this Chamber takes, 
it is not the last step that this Nation 
may need to take in order to hold 
China to its commitments made in 
1984, in order to protect the autonomy 
and the liberty of the city of Hong 
Kong because, make no mistake, we 
are in for a long struggle with Com-
munist China. We are in for a long 
struggle with Beijing. We know what 
their ambitions are: to dominate Hong 
Kong, to dominate Taiwan, to domi-
nate the region and, ultimately, to im-
pose their will on the entire inter-
national system. We are going to have 
to stand against that for freedom, for 
liberty, for our security and our pros-
perity. 

So there is much to do. There is a 
long road ahead of us, but today is a 
good day, and I hope the people of Hong 
Kong will see that the people of the 

free world are awake, that they are 
with you, and we are ready to stand to-
gether. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Tennessee. 
Mrs. BLACKBURN. Madam Presi-

dent, I want to thank Senator RUBIO 
for the work that he has done on this a 
few minutes earlier. Today, I spoke 
about the cause of freedom and how we 
are seeing people around the world 
stand up for freedom—and, yes, indeed, 
we see this in Hong Kong, and it does 
inspire us. The message that we are 
sending to Beijing is that, indeed, we 
are watching and we are paying atten-
tion—and to the Hong Kong protesters, 
for them to know that we are watching 
what they are doing and that we are 
standing with them. 

It is important to note that China 
has really earned its place atop the list 
of the world’s most notorious human 
rights violators, and over the past few 
weeks, Hong Kong’s descent into chaos 
and bloodshed has provided a much- 
needed reminder of the horrors, the ab-
solute horrors of authoritarian rule. 

There can be no change without ac-
countability, and Beijing needs to 
know we are focused on that account-
ability, which is why, today, I am so 
pleased to stand with these other Mem-
bers of this Chamber in support of the 
Hong Kong Human Rights and Democ-
racy Act. The bill does demand ac-
countability, not only from Beijing but 
also from us. It will require us to mon-
itor Hong Kong’s progress toward au-
tonomy and China’s behavior toward 
Hong Kong people who choose to exer-
cise their internationally recognized 
rights, those rights that we have spo-
ken of in this Chamber today. 

The bill will help us identify the tac-
tics Beijing uses to capture Hong 
Kong’s dissidents and then to trap 
them on mainland China, and we will 
also ensure that no peaceful protesters 
are denied visas to the United States 
because of the alleged crimes. 

Now, I will tell you, the bill is a 
great start, but the time and the work 
that we put in it will be wasted unless 
every single Member of this Chamber 
makes a commitment to hold us ac-
countable, to hold China accountable. I 
would encourage my colleagues to view 
their support of this legislation as a 
promise to these protesters in Hong 
Kong, that their cries for help are not 
going to go unanswered. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Texas. 
Mr. CRUZ. Madam President, today, 

brave men and women, boys and girls, 
are standing up and demanding that 
the Chinese Communist Party protect 
Hong Kong’s autonomy, protect free 
speech, and defend human rights. 

Despite these peaceful protests, the 
Chinese Communist Party is fighting 
back with brutality and violence. The 
police brutality that we have seen and 
the Chinese Communist Party’s larger 
assault on the people of Hong Kong has 
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been shameful. Just this past weekend, 
the Hong Kong police began attacking 
young, innocent students who were 
peacefully protesting that brutality. 
They were attacked with tear gas and 
rubber bullets. 

These students’ college campus was 
turned into a warzone, where no one 
was safe. Today, we have the oppor-
tunity to tell the world, these blatant 
human rights attacks and this cam-
paign to bully Hong Kong into submis-
sion are not OK and America won’t 
stand for it. 

Last month, I traveled to Hong Kong. 
I met with many brave men and women 
who were standing up. I met with the 
dissidents, the pro-democracy pro-
testers who are speaking out for Hong 
Kong’s autonomy and free speech and 
basic human rights. Along with them, I 
dressed in all black to express my soli-
darity with the peaceful protestors who 
have taken to the streets. 

Right now, in response to that pro-
test, tear gas, sponge grenades, rubber 
bullets are being fired at university 
campuses in Hong Kong. In Xinjiang 
Province, millions of detained Uighurs 
and other religious minorities are lan-
guishing in concentration camps, and 
across China, Falun Gong practitioners 
are captured and murdered so that the 
Communist Party can harvest their or-
gans. 

Freedom from this brutality and the 
tyranny of the Chinese Communist 
Party is the battle cry of the dissidents 
in Hong Kong. What have they been 
waving? American flags. What have 
they been singing? The American Na-
tional Anthem—reciting quotations 
from our Founding Fathers who risked 
everything for freedom in America. 

Madam President, I want to thank 
Senators RUBIO, CARDIN, RISCH, MENEN-
DEZ, and all the members of the Senate 
Foreign Relations Committee, both Re-
publicans and Democrats who have 
joined together. This legislation the 
Senate is preparing to pass, the Hong 
Kong Human Rights and Democracy 
Act, is important legislation. It is bi-
partisan legislation. I urge the House 
to take it up and pass it and pass it 
promptly. 

The people in Hong Kong are engaged 
in an existential battle for liberty, and 
they should know and they will know, 
by our actions in just a few moments, 
that the people of America stand with 
Hong Kong. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Florida. 
Mr. RUBIO. Madam President, as in 

legislative session, I ask unanimous 
consent that the Senate proceed to the 
immediate consideration of Calendar 
No. 238, S. 1838. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the bill by title. 

The bill clerk read as follows: 
A bill (S. 1838) to amend the Hong Kong 

Policy Act of 1992, and for other purposes. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there 
objection to proceeding to the meas-
ure? 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the bill, with an 
amendment to strike all after the en-
acting clause and insert in lieu thereof 
the following: 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE; TABLE OF CONTENTS. 

(a) SHORT TITLE.—This Act may be cited as 
the ‘‘Hong Kong Human Rights and Democracy 
Act of 2019’’. 

(b) TABLE OF CONTENTS.—The table of con-
tents for this Act is as follows: 

Sec. 1. Short title; table of contents. 
Sec. 2. Definitions. 
Sec. 3. Statement of policy. 
Sec. 4. Amendments to the United States-Hong 

Kong Policy Act of 1992. 
Sec. 5. Annual report on violations of United 

States export control laws and 
United Nations sanctions occur-
ring in Hong Kong. 

Sec. 6. Protecting United States citizens and 
others from rendition to the Peo-
ple’s Republic of China. 

Sec. 7. Sanctions relating to undermining fun-
damental freedoms and autonomy 
in Hong Kong. 

Sec. 8. Sanctions reports. 
Sec. 9. Sense of Congress on People’s Republic 

of China state-controlled media. 
Sec. 10. Sense of Congress on commercial ex-

ports of crowd control equipment 
to Hong Kong. 

SEC. 2. DEFINITIONS. 
In this Act: 
(1) APPROPRIATE CONGRESSIONAL COMMIT-

TEES.—The term ‘‘appropriate congressional 
committees’’ means— 

(A) the Committee on Foreign Relations of the 
Senate; 

(B) the Committee on Armed Services of the 
Senate; 

(C) the Committee on Banking, Housing, and 
Urban Affairs of the Senate; 

(D) the Committee on Homeland Security and 
Governmental Affairs of the Senate; 

(E) the Committee on the Judiciary of the Sen-
ate; 

(F) the Committee on Foreign Affairs of the 
House of Representatives; 

(G) the Committee on Armed Services of the 
House of Representatives; 

(H) the Committee on Financial Services of 
the House of Representatives; 

(I) the Committee on Homeland Security of the 
House of Representatives; and 

(J) the Committee on the Judiciary of the 
House of Representatives. 

(2) SOCIAL CREDIT SYSTEM.—The term ‘‘social 
credit system’’ means a system proposed by the 
Government of the People’s Republic of China 
and scheduled for implementation by 2020, 
which would— 

(A) use existing financial credit systems, pub-
lic records, online activity, and other tools of 
surveillance to aggregate data on every Chinese 
citizen and business; and 

(B) use such data to monitor, shape, and rate 
certain financial, social, religious, or political 
behaviors. 

(3) UNITED STATES PERSON.—The term ‘‘United 
States person’’ means— 

(A) a United States citizen; 
(B) a lawfully admitted permanent resident of 

the United States; or 
(C) an entity organized under the laws of— 
(i) the United States; or 
(ii) any jurisdiction within the United States, 

including a foreign branch of such an entity. 
SEC. 3. STATEMENT OF POLICY. 

It is the policy of the United States— 
(1) to reaffirm the principles and objectives set 

forth in the United States-Hong Kong Policy 
Act of 1992 (Public Law 102–383), namely that— 

(A) the United States has ‘‘a strong interest in 
the continued vitality, prosperity, and stability 
of Hong Kong’’; 

(B) ‘‘[s]upport for democratization is a funda-
mental principle of United States foreign pol-
icy’’ and therefore ‘‘naturally applies to United 
States policy toward Hong Kong’’; 

(C) ‘‘the human rights of the people of Hong 
Kong are of great importance to the United 
States and are directly relevant to United States 
interests in Hong Kong [and] serve as a basis for 
Hong Kong’s continued economic prosperity’’; 
and 

(D) Hong Kong must remain sufficiently au-
tonomous from the People’s Republic of China 
to ‘‘justify treatment under a particular law of 
the United States, or any provision thereof, dif-
ferent from that accorded the People’s Republic 
of China’’; 

(2) to support the high degree of autonomy 
and fundamental rights and freedoms of the 
people of Hong Kong, as enumerated by— 

(A) the Joint Declaration of the Government 
of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and 
Northern Ireland and the Government of the 
People’s Republic of China on the Question of 
Hong Kong, done at Beijing December 19, 1984 
(referred to in this Act as the ‘‘Joint Declara-
tion’’); 

(B) the International Covenant on Civil and 
Political Rights, done at New York December 19, 
1966; and 

(C) the Universal Declaration of Human 
Rights, done at Paris December 10, 1948; 

(3) to support the democratic aspirations of 
the people of Hong Kong, including the ‘‘ulti-
mate aim’’ of the selection of the Chief Execu-
tive and all members of the Legislative Council 
by universal suffrage, as articulated in the 
Basic Law of the Hong Kong Special Adminis-
trative Region of the People’s Republic of China 
(referred to in this Act as the ‘‘Basic Law’’); 

(4) to urge the Government of the People’s Re-
public of China to uphold its commitments to 
Hong Kong, including allowing the people of 
Hong Kong to govern Hong Kong with a high 
degree of autonomy and without undue inter-
ference, and ensuring that Hong Kong voters 
freely enjoy the right to elect the Chief Execu-
tive and all members of the Hong Kong Legisla-
tive Council by universal suffrage; 

(5) to support the establishment of a genuine 
democratic option to freely and fairly nominate 
and elect the Chief Executive of Hong Kong, 
and the establishment by 2020 of open and direct 
democratic elections for all members of the Hong 
Kong Legislative Council; 

(6) to support the robust exercise by residents 
of Hong Kong of the rights to free speech, the 
press, and other fundamental freedoms, as pro-
vided by the Basic Law, the Joint Declaration, 
and the International Covenant on Civil and 
Political Rights; 

(7) to support freedom from arbitrary or un-
lawful arrest, detention, or imprisonment for all 
Hong Kong residents, as provided by the Basic 
Law, the Joint Declaration, and the Inter-
national Covenant on Civil and Political Rights; 

(8) to draw international attention to any vio-
lations by the Government of the People’s Re-
public of China of the fundamental rights of the 
people of Hong Kong, as provided by the Inter-
national Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, 
and any encroachment upon the autonomy 
guaranteed to Hong Kong by the Basic Law and 
the Joint Declaration; 

(9) to protect United States citizens and long- 
term permanent residents living in Hong Kong, 
as well as people visiting and transiting through 
Hong Kong; 

(10) to maintain the economic and cultural 
ties that provide significant benefits to both the 
United States and Hong Kong; and 

(11) to coordinate with allies, including the 
United Kingdom, Australia, Canada, Japan, 
and the Republic of Korea, to promote democ-
racy and human rights in Hong Kong. 
SEC. 4. AMENDMENTS TO THE UNITED STATES- 

HONG KONG POLICY ACT OF 1992. 
(a) REPORT.—Title II of the United States- 

Hong Kong Policy Act of 1992 (22 U.S.C. 5721 et 
seq.) is amended— 
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(1) in section 201(b), by striking ‘‘such date’’ 

each place such term appears and inserting ‘‘the 
date of the enactment of the Hong Kong Human 
Rights and Democracy Act of 2019’’; and 

(2) adding at the end the following: 
‘‘SEC. 205. SECRETARY OF STATE REPORT RE-

GARDING THE AUTONOMY OF HONG 
KONG. 

‘‘(a) CERTIFICATION.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in sub-

section (b), the Secretary of State, on at least an 
annual basis, and in conjunction with the re-
port required under section 301, shall issue a 
certification to Congress that— 

‘‘(A) indicates whether Hong Kong continues 
to warrant treatment under United States law 
in the same manner as United States laws were 
applied to Hong Kong before July 1, 1997; 

‘‘(B) addresses— 
‘‘(i) commercial agreements; 
‘‘(ii) law enforcement cooperation, including 

extradition requests; 
‘‘(iii) sanctions enforcement; 
‘‘(iv) export controls, and any other agree-

ments and forms of exchange involving dual 
use, critical, or other sensitive technologies; 

‘‘(v) any formal treaties or agreements be-
tween the United States and Hong Kong; 

‘‘(vi) other areas of bilateral cooperation that 
the Secretary determines to be relevant; and 

‘‘(vii) decision-making within the Government 
of Hong Kong, including executive, legislative, 
and judicial structures, including— 

‘‘(I) freedom of assembly; 
‘‘(II) freedom of speech; 
‘‘(III) freedom of expression; and 
‘‘(IV) freedom of the press, including the 

Internet and social media; 
‘‘(viii) universal suffrage, including the ulti-

mate aim of the selection of the Chief Executive 
and all members of the Legislative Council by 
universal suffrage; 

‘‘(ix) judicial independence; 
‘‘(x) police and security functions; 
‘‘(xi) education; 
‘‘(xii) laws or regulations regarding treason, 

secession, sedition, subversion against the Cen-
tral People’s Government of the People’s Repub-
lic of China, or theft of state secrets; 

‘‘(xiii) laws or regulations regarding foreign 
political organizations or bodies; 

‘‘(xiv) laws or regulations regarding political 
organizations; and 

‘‘(xv) other rights enumerated in the Uni-
versal Declaration of Human Rights, done at 
Paris December 10, 1948, and the International 
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, done at 
New York December 19, 1966; and 

‘‘(C) includes— 
‘‘(i) an assessment of the degree of any ero-

sions to Hong Kong’s autonomy in each cat-
egory listed in subparagraph (B) resulting from 
actions by the Government of the People’s Re-
public of China that are inconsistent with its 
commitments under the Basic Law or the Joint 
Declaration; 

‘‘(ii) an evaluation of the specific impacts to 
any areas of cooperation between the United 
States and Hong Kong resulting from erosions of 
autonomy in Hong Kong or failures of the Gov-
ernment of Hong Kong to fulfill obligations to 
the United States under international agree-
ments within the categories listed in subpara-
graph (B); and 

‘‘(iii) a list of any specific actions taken by 
the United States Government in response to 
any erosion of autonomy or failures to fulfill ob-
ligations to the United States under inter-
national agreements identified in this certifi-
cation and the report required under section 301. 

‘‘(2) FACTOR FOR CONSIDERATION.—In making 
each certification under paragraph (1), the Sec-
retary of State should consider the terms, obli-
gations, and expectations expressed in the Joint 
Declaration with respect to Hong Kong. 

‘‘(3) ADDITIONAL CERTIFICATIONS.—The certifi-
cation under section (1) shall be issued annu-
ally, but the Secretary may issue additional cer-

tifications at any time if the Secretary deter-
mines it is warranted by circumstances in Hong 
Kong. 

‘‘(b) WAIVER AUTHORITY.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of State may 

waive the application of subsection (a) if— 
‘‘(A) the Secretary determines that such a 

waiver is in the national security interests of 
the United States; and 

‘‘(B) on or before the date on which the waiv-
er takes effect, the Secretary notifies the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations of the Senate and 
the Committee on Foreign Affairs of the House 
of Representatives of the intent to waive such 
subsection; 

‘‘(2) PARTIAL WAIVER.—Except for the list of 
actions described in subsection (a)(1)(C)(iii), the 
Secretary of State may waive relevant parts of 
the application of subsection (a) if the President 
issues an Executive order under section 202 that 
suspends the application of any particular 
United States law to Hong Kong.’’. 

(b) VISA APPLICANTS.—Title II of the United 
States-Hong Kong Policy Act of 1992 (22 U.S.C. 
5721 et seq.), as amended by subsection (a), is 
further amended by adding at the end the fol-
lowing: 
‘‘SEC. 206. TREATMENT OF HONG KONG APPLI-

CANTS FOR VISAS TO STUDY OR 
WORK IN THE UNITED STATES. 

‘‘(a) VISA ELIGIBILITY FOR CERTAIN HONG 
KONG STUDENTS.—Notwithstanding any other 
provision of law, applications for visas to enter, 
study, or work in the United States, which are 
submitted by otherwise qualified applicants who 
resided in Hong Kong in 2014 and later, may not 
be denied primarily on the basis of the appli-
cant’s subjection to politically-motivated arrest, 
detention, or other adverse government action. 

‘‘(b) IMPLEMENTATION.—The Secretary of 
State shall take such steps as may be necessary 
to ensure that consular officers are aware of the 
policy described in subsection (a) and receive 
appropriate training and support to ensure that 
the policy is carried out so that affected individ-
uals do not face discrimination or unnecessary 
delay in the processing of their visa applica-
tions, including— 

‘‘(1) providing specialized training for all con-
sular officers posted to the United States Em-
bassy in Beijing or to any United States con-
sulate in the People’s Republic of China, the 
Hong Kong Special Administrative Region, or 
the Macau Special Administrative Region; 

‘‘(2) instructing the United States Consulate 
in Hong Kong to maintain an active list of indi-
viduals who are known to have been formally 
charged, detained, or convicted by the Govern-
ment of Hong Kong Special Administrative Re-
gion or by the Government of the People’s Re-
public of China, or intermediaries of such gov-
ernments, based on politically-motivated consid-
erations related to their exercise of rights enu-
merated in the Universal Declaration of Human 
Rights, done at Paris December 10, 1948, or the 
International Covenant on Civil and Political 
Rights, done at New York December 19, 1966, to 
facilitate the cross-checking of visa applications 
for Hong Kong residents; and 

‘‘(3) updating any relevant United States Gov-
ernment websites with information on the policy 
described in subsection (a). 

‘‘(c) COOPERATION WITH LIKE-MINDED COUN-
TRIES.—The Secretary of State shall contact ap-
propriate representatives of other democratic 
countries, particularly those who receive a large 
number of applicants for student and employ-
ment visas from Hong Kong— 

‘‘(1) to inform them of the United States policy 
regarding arrests for participation in nonviolent 
protests in Hong Kong; and 

‘‘(2) to encourage them to take similar steps to 
ensure the rights of nonviolent protesters are 
protected from discrimination due to the actions 
of the Government of Hong Kong and of the 
Government of the People’s Republic of 
China.’’. 

SEC. 5. ANNUAL REPORT ON VIOLATIONS OF 
UNITED STATES EXPORT CONTROL 
LAWS AND UNITED NATIONS SANC-
TIONS OCCURRING IN HONG KONG. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days 
after the date of the enactment of this Act, and 
annually thereafter until the date that is 7 
years after the date of the enactment of this 
Act, the Secretary of Commerce, in consultation 
with the Secretary of the Treasury and the Sec-
retary of State, shall submit a report to the com-
mittees specified in subsection (b) that in-
cludes— 

(1) an assessment of the nature and extent of 
violations of United States export control and 
sanctions laws occurring in Hong Kong; 

(2) to the extent possible, the identification 
of— 

(A) any items that were reexported from Hong 
Kong in violation of the laws referred to in 
paragraph (1); 

(B) the countries and persons to which the 
items referred to in subparagraph (A) were reex-
ported; and 

(C) how such items were used; 
(3) an assessment of whether sensitive dual- 

use items subject to the export control laws of 
the United States are being— 

(A) transshipped through Hong Kong; and 
(B) used to develop— 
(i) the Sharp Eyes, Skynet, Integrated Joint 

Operations Platform, or other systems of mass 
surveillance and predictive policing; or 

(ii) the ‘‘social credit system’’ of the People’s 
Republic of China; 

(4) an assessment of the efforts by the Govern-
ment of the People’s Republic of China to use 
the status of Hong Kong as a separate customs 
territory to import items into the People’s Re-
public of China from Hong Kong in violation of 
the export control laws of the United States, 
whether as part of the Greater Bay Area plan, 
through the assignment by Beijing of Hong 
Kong as a national technology and innovation 
center, or through other programs that may ex-
ploit Hong Kong as a conduit for controlled sen-
sitive technology; 

(5) an assessment of whether the Government 
of Hong Kong has adequately enforced sanc-
tions imposed by the United Nations; 

(6) a description of the types of goods and 
services transshipped or reexported through 
Hong Kong in violation of such sanctions to— 

(A) North Korea or Iran; or 
(B) other countries, regimes, or persons sub-

ject to such sanctions for engaging in activi-
ties— 

(i) relating to international terrorism, inter-
national narcotics trafficking, or the prolifera-
tion of weapons of mass destruction; or 

(ii) that otherwise present a threat to the na-
tional security, foreign policy, or economy of the 
United States; and 

(7) an assessment of whether shortcomings in 
the enforcement of export controls or sanctions 
by the Government of Hong Kong necessitates 
the assignment of additional Department of the 
Treasury, Department of Commerce, or Depart-
ment of State personnel to the United States 
Consulate in Hong Kong. 

(b) COMMITTEES SPECIFIED.—The committees 
specified in this subsection are— 

(1) the Committee on Foreign Relations of the 
Senate; 

(2) the Committee on Banking, Housing, and 
Urban Affairs of the Senate; 

(3) the Committee on Commerce, Science, and 
Transportation of the Senate; 

(4) the Committee on Foreign Affairs of the 
House of Representatives; and 

(5) the Committee on Energy and Commerce of 
the House of Representatives 

(c) FORM OF REPORT.—The report required 
under subsection (a) shall be submitted in un-
classified form, but may include a classified 
annex. 
SEC. 6. PROTECTING UNITED STATES CITIZENS 

AND OTHERS FROM RENDITION TO 
THE PEOPLE’S REPUBLIC OF CHINA. 

(a) POLICY STATEMENTS.—It is the policy of 
the United States— 
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(1) to safeguard United States citizens from 

extradition, rendition, or abduction to the Peo-
ple’s Republic of China from Hong Kong for 
trial, detention, or any other purpose; 

(2) to safeguard United States businesses in 
Hong Kong from economic coercion and intellec-
tual property theft; 

(3) pursuant to section 103(7) of the United 
States-Hong Kong Policy Act of 1992 (22 U.S.C. 
5713(7)), to encourage United States businesses 
‘‘to continue to operate in Hong Kong, in ac-
cordance with applicable United States and 
Hong Kong law’’; and 

(4) pursuant to section 201(b) of such Act (22 
U.S.C. 5721(b)), to evaluate, not less frequently 
than annually and as circumstances, dictate 
whether the Government of Hong Kong is ‘‘le-
gally competent to carry out its obligations’’ 
under treaties and international agreements es-
tablished between the United States and Hong 
Kong. 

(b) RESPONSE TO THREAT OF RENDITION.—Not 
later than 30 days after the President deter-
mines that legislation proposed or enacted by 
the Government of Hong Kong would put 
United States citizens at risk of extradition or 
rendition to the People’s Republic of China or to 
other countries that lack protections for the 
rights of defendants, the President shall submit 
a report to the appropriate congressional com-
mittees that— 

(1) contains a strategy for protecting United 
States citizens and businesses in Hong Kong; 

(2) assesses the potential risks of the legisla-
tion to United States citizens residing in, trav-
eling to, or transiting through Hong Kong; and 

(3) determines whether— 
(A) additional resources are needed for Amer-

ican Citizen Services at the United States Con-
sulate in Hong Kong; and 

(B) the Government of Hong Kong is ‘‘legally 
competent’’ to administer the United States- 
Hong Kong Agreement for the Surrender of Fu-
gitive Offenders, done at Hong Kong December 
20, 1996, or other relevant law enforcement 
agreements between the United States and Hong 
Kong. 
SEC. 7. SANCTIONS RELATING TO UNDERMINING 

FUNDAMENTAL FREEDOMS AND AU-
TONOMY IN HONG KONG. 

(a) IDENTIFICATION OF PERSONS RESPONSIBLE 
FOR UNDERMINING FUNDAMENTAL FREEDOMS 
AND AUTONOMY IN HONG KONG.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—The President shall submit a 
report to the appropriate congressional commit-
tees, in accordance with paragraph (2), that 
identifies each foreign person that the President 
determines, based on credible information, is re-
sponsible for— 

(A) the extrajudicial rendition, arbitrary de-
tention, torture, or forced confession of any per-
son in Hong Kong; or 

(B) other gross violations of internationally 
recognized human rights in Hong Kong. 

(2) TIMING OF REPORTS.—The President shall 
submit to the appropriate congressional commit-
tees— 

(A) the report required under paragraph (1)— 
(i) not later than 180 days after the date of 

the enactment of this Act; and 
(ii) not less frequently than annually there-

after in conjunction with the publication of the 
report required under section 301 of the United 
States-Hong Kong Policy Act of 1992 (22 U.S.C. 
5731); and 

(B) an update to the report not later than 15 
days after any new action is taken under sub-
section (b) based on the discovery of new cred-
ible information described in paragraph (1). 

(3) CONSIDERATION OF CERTAIN INFORMA-
TION.—In preparing the report required under 
paragraph (1), the President shall consider— 

(A) information provided jointly by the chair-
person and ranking member of each of the ap-
propriate congressional committees; and 

(B) credible information obtained by other 
countries or reputable nongovernmental organi-
zations that monitor violations of human rights 
abuses. 

(4) FORM.—The report required under para-
graph (1) shall be submitted in unclassified 
form, but may include a classified annex. 

(b) IMPOSITION OF SANCTIONS.—The President 
shall impose the sanctions described in sub-
section (c) with respect to each foreign person 
identified in the report required under sub-
section (a)(1). 

(c) SANCTIONS DESCRIBED.—The sanctions de-
scribed in this subsection are the following: 

(1) ASSET BLOCKING.—The President shall ex-
ercise all of the powers granted to the President 
under the International Emergency Economic 
Powers Act (50 U.S.C. 1701 et seq.) to the extent 
necessary to block and prohibit all transactions 
in property and interests in property of a for-
eign person identified in the report required 
under subsection (a)(1) if such property and in-
terests in property are in the United States, 
come within the United States, or come within 
the possession or control of a United States per-
son. 

(2) INELIGIBILITY FOR VISAS, ADMISSION, OR 
PAROLE.— 

(A) VISAS, ADMISSION, OR PAROLE.—An alien 
described in subsection (a)(1) is— 

(i) inadmissible to the United States; 
(ii) ineligible to receive a visa or other docu-

mentation to enter the United States; and 
(iii) otherwise ineligible to be admitted or pa-

roled into the United States or to receive any 
other benefit under the Immigration and Na-
tionality Act (8 U.S.C. 1101 et seq.). 

(B) CURRENT VISAS REVOKED.— 
(i) IN GENERAL.—An alien described in sub-

section (a)(1) is subject to revocation of any visa 
or other entry documentation regardless of 
when the visa or other entry documentation is 
or was issued. 

(ii) IMMEDIATE EFFECT.—A revocation under 
clause (i) shall— 

(I) take effect immediately; and 
(II) automatically cancel any other valid visa 

or entry documentation that is in the alien’s 
possession. 

(C) EXCEPTION TO COMPLY WITH INTER-
NATIONAL OBLIGATIONS.—Sanctions under this 
paragraph shall not apply with respect to an 
alien if admitting or paroling the alien into the 
United States is necessary to permit the United 
States to comply with the Agreement regarding 
the Headquarters of the United Nations, signed 
at Lake Success June 26, 1947, and entered into 
force November 21, 1947, between the United Na-
tions and the United States, or other applicable 
international obligations. 

(3) PENALTIES.—The penalties provided for in 
subsections (b) and (c) of section 206 of the 
International Emergency Economic Powers Act 
(50 U.S.C. 1705) shall apply to a foreign person 
that violates, attempts to violate, conspires to 
violate, or causes a violation of paragraph (1) to 
the same extent that such penalties apply to a 
person that commits an unlawful act described 
in subsection (a) of such section 206. 

(d) IMPLEMENTATION.—The President may ex-
ercise all authorities provided under sections 203 
and 205 of the International Emergency Eco-
nomic Powers Act (50 U.S.C. 1702 and 1704) to 
carry out this section. 

(e) WAIVER.—The President may waive the 
application of sanctions under this section with 
respect to a person identified in the report re-
quired under subsection (a)(1) if the President 
determines and certifies to the appropriate con-
gressional committees that such a waiver is in 
the national interest of the United States. 

(f) EXCEPTION RELATING TO IMPORTATION OF 
GOODS.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—The authorities and require-
ments to impose sanctions authorized under this 
section shall not include the authority or a re-
quirement to impose sanctions on the importa-
tion of goods. 

(2) GOOD DEFINED.—In this subsection, the 
term ‘‘good’’ means any article, natural or man-
made substance, material, supply, or manufac-
tured product, including inspection and test 
equipment, and excluding technical data. 

(g) TERMINATION OF SANCTIONS.—The Presi-
dent may terminate the application of sanctions 
under this section with respect to a person if the 
President determines and reports to the appro-
priate congressional committees not less than 15 
days before the termination takes effect that— 

(1) credible information exists that the person 
did not engage in the activity for which sanc-
tions were imposed; 

(2) the person has been prosecuted appro-
priately for the activity for which sanctions 
were imposed; 

(3) the person has credibly demonstrated a sig-
nificant change in behavior, has paid an appro-
priate consequence for the activity for which 
sanctions were imposed, and has credibly com-
mitted to not engage in an activity described in 
subsection (a)(1) in the future; or 

(4) the termination of the sanctions is in the 
national security interests of the United States. 

(h) DEFINITIONS.—In this section: 
(1) ADMISSION; ADMITTED; ALIEN.—The terms 

‘‘admission’’, ‘‘admitted’’, and ‘‘alien’’ have the 
meanings given those terms in section 101 of the 
Immigration and Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 
1101). 

(2) FOREIGN PERSON.—The term ‘‘foreign per-
son’’ means a person that is not a United States 
person. 
SEC. 8. SANCTIONS REPORTS. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—In accordance with section 
7, the President shall submit, to the appropriate 
congressional committees, a report that in-
cludes— 

(1) a list of each foreign person with respect to 
which the President imposed sanctions during 
the year preceding the submission of the report; 

(2) a description of the type of sanctions im-
posed with respect to each such person; 

(3) the number of foreign persons with respect 
to which the President terminated sanctions 
under section 7 during that year; 

(4) the dates on which such sanctions were 
imposed or terminated, as applicable; 

(5) the reasons for imposing or terminating 
such sanctions; and 

(6) a description of the efforts of the President 
to encourage the governments of other countries 
to impose sanctions that are similar to the sanc-
tions authorized under section 7. 

(b) PUBLIC AVAILABILITY.—The unclassified 
portion of the report required under subsection 
(a) shall be made available to the public, includ-
ing through publication in the Federal Register. 

(c) NONAPPLICABILITY OF CONFIDENTIALITY 
REQUIREMENT WITH RESPECT TO VISA 
RECORDS.—The President shall publish the re-
port required under subsection (a) without re-
gard to the requirements of section 222(f) of the 
Immigration and Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 
1202(f)) with respect to confidentiality of records 
pertaining to the issuance or refusal of visas or 
permits to enter the United States. 
SEC. 9. SENSE OF CONGRESS ON PEOPLE’S RE-

PUBLIC OF CHINA STATE-CON-
TROLLED MEDIA. 

It is the sense of Congress that— 
(1) the United States condemns the deliberate 

targeting and harassment of democracy activ-
ists, diplomatic personnel of the United States 
and other nations, and their families by media 
organizations controlled by the Government of 
the People’s Republic of China, including Wen 
Wei Po and Ta Kung Po; 

(2) the Secretary of State should clearly in-
form the Government of the People’s Republic of 
China that the use of media outlets to spread 
disinformation or to intimidate and threaten its 
perceived enemies in Hong Kong or in other 
countries is unacceptable; and 

(3) the Secretary of State should take any ac-
tivities described in paragraph (1) or (2) into 
consideration when granting visas for travel 
and work in the United States to journalists 
from the People’s Republic of China who are af-
filiated with any such media organizations. 
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SEC. 10. SENSE OF CONGRESS ON COMMERCIAL 

EXPORTS OF CROWD CONTROL 
EQUIPMENT TO HONG KONG. 

It is sense of Congress that the Department of 
Commerce, in conjunction with other relevant 
Federal departments and agencies, should con-
sider appropriate adjustments to the current 
United States export controls with respect to 
Hong Kong to prevent the supply of crowd con-
trol and surveillance equipment that could be 
used inappropriately in Hong Kong. 

Mr. RUBIO. I ask unanimous consent 
that the committee-reported substitute 
amendment be withdrawn, the Rubio 
substitute amendment at the desk be 
considered and agreed to, the bill as 
amended be considered read a third 
time and passed, and that the motion 
to reconsider be considered made and 
laid upon the table. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there 
objection? 

Without objection, it is so ordered. 
The committee-reported amendment 

in the nature of a substitute was with-
drawn. 

The amendment (No. 1246) was agreed 
to as follows: 

(Purpose: In the nature of a substitute.) 

(The amendment is printed in today’s 
RECORD under ‘‘Text of Amendments.’’) 

The bill (S. 1838), as amended, was or-
dered to be engrossed for a third read-
ing, was read the third time, and 
passed, as follows: 

S. 1838 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE; TABLE OF CONTENTS. 

(a) SHORT TITLE.—This Act may be cited as 
the ‘‘Hong Kong Human Rights and Democ-
racy Act of 2019’’. 

(b) TABLE OF CONTENTS.—The table of con-
tents for this Act is as follows: 
Sec. 1. Short title; table of contents. 
Sec. 2. Definitions. 
Sec. 3. Statement of policy. 
Sec. 4. Amendments to the United States- 

Hong Kong Policy Act of 1992. 
Sec. 5. Annual report on violations of United 

States export control laws and 
United Nations sanctions oc-
curring in Hong Kong. 

Sec. 6. Protecting United States citizens and 
others from rendition to the 
People’s Republic of China. 

Sec. 7. Sanctions relating to undermining 
fundamental freedoms and au-
tonomy in Hong Kong. 

Sec. 8. Sanctions reports. 
Sec. 9. Sense of Congress on People’s Repub-

lic of China state-controlled 
media. 

Sec. 10. Sense of Congress on commercial ex-
ports of crowd control equip-
ment to Hong Kong. 

SEC. 2. DEFINITIONS. 
In this Act: 
(1) APPROPRIATE CONGRESSIONAL COMMIT-

TEES.—The term ‘‘appropriate congressional 
committees’’ means— 

(A) the Committee on Foreign Relations of 
the Senate; 

(B) the Committee on Armed Services of 
the Senate; 

(C) the Committee on Banking, Housing, 
and Urban Affairs of the Senate; 

(D) the Committee on Homeland Security 
and Governmental Affairs of the Senate; 

(E) the Committee on the Judiciary of the 
Senate; 

(F) the Committee on Foreign Affairs of 
the House of Representatives; 

(G) the Committee on Armed Services of 
the House of Representatives; 

(H) the Committee on Financial Services 
of the House of Representatives; 

(I) the Committee on Homeland Security 
of the House of Representatives; and 

(J) the Committee on the Judiciary of the 
House of Representatives. 

(2) SOCIAL CREDIT SYSTEM.—The term ‘‘so-
cial credit system’’ means a system proposed 
by the Government of the People’s Republic 
of China and scheduled for implementation 
by 2020, which would— 

(A) use existing financial credit systems, 
public records, online activity, and other 
tools of surveillance to aggregate data on 
every Chinese citizen and business; and 

(B) use such data to monitor, shape, and 
rate certain financial, social, religious, or 
political behaviors. 

(3) UNITED STATES PERSON.—The term 
‘‘United States person’’ means— 

(A) a United States citizen; 
(B) a lawfully admitted permanent resi-

dent of the United States; or 
(C) an entity organized under the laws of— 
(i) the United States; or 
(ii) any jurisdiction within the United 

States, including a foreign branch of such an 
entity. 
SEC. 3. STATEMENT OF POLICY. 

It is the policy of the United States— 
(1) to reaffirm the principles and objectives 

set forth in the United States-Hong Kong 
Policy Act of 1992 (Public Law 102–383), 
namely that— 

(A) the United States has ‘‘a strong inter-
est in the continued vitality, prosperity, and 
stability of Hong Kong’’; 

(B) ‘‘[s]upport for democratization is a fun-
damental principle of United States foreign 
policy’’ and therefore ‘‘naturally applies to 
United States policy toward Hong Kong’’; 

(C) ‘‘the human rights of the people of 
Hong Kong are of great importance to the 
United States and are directly relevant to 
United States interests in Hong Kong [and] 
serve as a basis for Hong Kong’s continued 
economic prosperity’’; and 

(D) Hong Kong must remain sufficiently 
autonomous from the People’s Republic of 
China to ‘‘justify treatment under a par-
ticular law of the United States, or any pro-
vision thereof, different from that accorded 
the People’s Republic of China’’; 

(2) to support the high degree of autonomy 
and fundamental rights and freedoms of the 
people of Hong Kong, as enumerated by— 

(A) the Joint Declaration of the Govern-
ment of the United Kingdom of Great Britain 
and Northern Ireland and the Government of 
the People’s Republic of China on the Ques-
tion of Hong Kong, done at Beijing December 
19, 1984 (referred to in this Act as the ‘‘Joint 
Declaration’’); 

(B) the International Covenant on Civil 
and Political Rights, done at New York De-
cember 19, 1966; and 

(C) the Universal Declaration of Human 
Rights, done at Paris December 10, 1948; 

(3) to support the democratic aspirations of 
the people of Hong Kong, including the ‘‘ulti-
mate aim’’ of the selection of the Chief Exec-
utive and all members of the Legislative 
Council by universal suffrage, as articulated 
in the Basic Law of the Hong Kong Special 
Administrative Region of the People’s Re-
public of China (referred to in this Act as the 
‘‘Basic Law’’); 

(4) to urge the Government of the People’s 
Republic of China to uphold its commit-
ments to Hong Kong, including allowing the 
people of Hong Kong to govern Hong Kong 
with a high degree of autonomy and without 
undue interference, and ensuring that Hong 
Kong voters freely enjoy the right to elect 
the Chief Executive and all members of the 

Hong Kong Legislative Council by universal 
suffrage; 

(5) to support the establishment of a gen-
uine democratic option to freely and fairly 
nominate and elect the Chief Executive of 
Hong Kong, and the establishment by 2020 of 
open and direct democratic elections for all 
members of the Hong Kong Legislative Coun-
cil; 

(6) to support the robust exercise by resi-
dents of Hong Kong of the rights to free 
speech, the press, and other fundamental 
freedoms, as provided by the Basic Law, the 
Joint Declaration, and the International 
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights; 

(7) to support freedom from arbitrary or 
unlawful arrest, detention, or imprisonment 
for all Hong Kong residents, as provided by 
the Basic Law, the Joint Declaration, and 
the International Covenant on Civil and Po-
litical Rights; 

(8) to draw international attention to any 
violations by the Government of the People’s 
Republic of China of the fundamental rights 
of the people of Hong Kong, as provided by 
the International Covenant on Civil and Po-
litical Rights, and any encroachment upon 
the autonomy guaranteed to Hong Kong by 
the Basic Law and the Joint Declaration; 

(9) to protect United States citizens and 
long-term permanent residents living in 
Hong Kong, as well as people visiting and 
transiting through Hong Kong; 

(10) to maintain the economic and cultural 
ties that provide significant benefits to both 
the United States and Hong Kong; and 

(11) to coordinate with allies, including the 
United Kingdom, Australia, Canada, Japan, 
and the Republic of Korea, to promote de-
mocracy and human rights in Hong Kong. 

SEC. 4. AMENDMENTS TO THE UNITED STATES- 
HONG KONG POLICY ACT OF 1992. 

(a) REPORT.—Title II of the United States- 
Hong Kong Policy Act of 1992 (22 U.S.C. 5721 
et seq.) is amended— 

(1) in section 201(b), by striking ‘‘such 
date’’ each place such term appears and in-
serting ‘‘the date of the enactment of the 
Hong Kong Human Rights and Democracy 
Act of 2019’’; and 

(2) adding at the end the following: 

‘‘SEC. 205. SECRETARY OF STATE REPORT RE-
GARDING THE AUTONOMY OF HONG 
KONG. 

‘‘(a) CERTIFICATION.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in 

subsection (b), the Secretary of State, on at 
least an annual basis, and in conjunction 
with the report required under section 301, 
shall issue a certification to Congress that— 

‘‘(A) indicates whether Hong Kong con-
tinues to warrant treatment under United 
States law in the same manner as United 
States laws were applied to Hong Kong be-
fore July 1, 1997; 

‘‘(B) addresses— 
‘‘(i) commercial agreements; 
‘‘(ii) law enforcement cooperation, includ-

ing extradition requests; 
‘‘(iii) sanctions enforcement; 
‘‘(iv) export controls, and any other agree-

ments and forms of exchange involving dual 
use, critical, or other sensitive technologies; 

‘‘(v) any formal treaties or agreements be-
tween the United States and Hong Kong; 

‘‘(vi) other areas of bilateral cooperation 
that the Secretary determines to be rel-
evant; and 

‘‘(vii) decision-making within the Govern-
ment of Hong Kong, including executive, leg-
islative, and judicial structures, including— 

‘‘(I) freedom of assembly; 
‘‘(II) freedom of speech; 
‘‘(III) freedom of expression; and 
‘‘(IV) freedom of the press, including the 

Internet and social media; 
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‘‘(viii) universal suffrage, including the ul-

timate aim of the selection of the Chief Ex-
ecutive and all members of the Legislative 
Council by universal suffrage; 

‘‘(ix) judicial independence; 
‘‘(x) police and security functions; 
‘‘(xi) education; 
‘‘(xii) laws or regulations regarding trea-

son, secession, sedition, subversion against 
the Central People’s Government of the Peo-
ple’s Republic of China, or theft of state se-
crets; 

‘‘(xiii) laws or regulations regarding for-
eign political organizations or bodies; 

‘‘(xiv) laws or regulations regarding polit-
ical organizations; and 

‘‘(xv) other rights enumerated in the Uni-
versal Declaration of Human Rights, done at 
Paris December 10, 1948, and the Inter-
national Covenant on Civil and Political 
Rights, done at New York December 19, 1966; 
and 

‘‘(C) includes— 
‘‘(i) an assessment of the degree of any ero-

sions to Hong Kong’s autonomy in each cat-
egory listed in subparagraph (B) resulting 
from actions by the Government of the Peo-
ple’s Republic of China that are inconsistent 
with its commitments under the Basic Law 
or the Joint Declaration; 

‘‘(ii) an evaluation of the specific impacts 
to any areas of cooperation between the 
United States and Hong Kong resulting from 
erosions of autonomy in Hong Kong or fail-
ures of the Government of Hong Kong to ful-
fill obligations to the United States under 
international agreements within the cat-
egories listed in subparagraph (B); and 

‘‘(iii) a list of any specific actions taken by 
the United States Government in response to 
any erosion of autonomy or failures to fulfill 
obligations to the United States under inter-
national agreements identified in this cer-
tification and the report required under sec-
tion 301. 

‘‘(2) FACTOR FOR CONSIDERATION.—In mak-
ing each certification under paragraph (1), 
the Secretary of State should consider the 
terms, obligations, and expectations ex-
pressed in the Joint Declaration with respect 
to Hong Kong. 

‘‘(3) ADDITIONAL CERTIFICATIONS.—The cer-
tification under section (1) shall be issued 
annually, but the Secretary may issue addi-
tional certifications at any time if the Sec-
retary determines it is warranted by cir-
cumstances in Hong Kong. 

‘‘(b) WAIVER AUTHORITY.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of State 

may waive the application of subsection (a) 
if— 

‘‘(A) the Secretary determines that such a 
waiver is in the national security interests 
of the United States; and 

‘‘(B) on or before the date on which the 
waiver takes effect, the Secretary notifies 
the Committee on Foreign Relations of the 
Senate and the Committee on Foreign Af-
fairs of the House of Representatives of the 
intent to waive such subsection; 

‘‘(2) PARTIAL WAIVER.—Except for the list 
of actions described in subsection 
(a)(1)(C)(iii), the Secretary of State may 
waive relevant parts of the application of 
subsection (a) if the President issues an Ex-
ecutive order under section 202 that suspends 
the application of any particular United 
States law to Hong Kong.’’. 

(b) VISA APPLICANTS.—Title II of the 
United States-Hong Kong Policy Act of 1992 
(22 U.S.C. 5721 et seq.), as amended by sub-
section (a), is further amended by adding at 
the end the following: 
‘‘SEC. 206. TREATMENT OF HONG KONG APPLI-

CANTS FOR VISAS TO STUDY OR 
WORK IN THE UNITED STATES. 

‘‘(a) VISA ELIGIBILITY FOR CERTAIN HONG 
KONG STUDENTS.—Notwithstanding any other 

provision of law, applications for visas to 
enter, study, or work in the United States, 
which are submitted by otherwise qualified 
applicants who resided in Hong Kong in 2014 
and later, may not be denied primarily on 
the basis of the applicant’s subjection to po-
litically-motivated arrest, detention, or 
other adverse government action. 

‘‘(b) IMPLEMENTATION.—The Secretary of 
State shall take such steps as may be nec-
essary to ensure that consular officers are 
aware of the policy described in subsection 
(a) and receive appropriate training and sup-
port to ensure that the policy is carried out 
so that affected individuals do not face dis-
crimination or unnecessary delay in the 
processing of their visa applications, includ-
ing— 

‘‘(1) providing specialized training for all 
consular officers posted to the United States 
Embassy in Beijing or to any United States 
consulate in the People’s Republic of China, 
the Hong Kong Special Administrative Re-
gion, or the Macau Special Administrative 
Region; 

‘‘(2) instructing the United States Con-
sulate in Hong Kong to maintain an active 
list of individuals who are known to have 
been formally charged, detained, or con-
victed by the Government of Hong Kong Spe-
cial Administrative Region or by the Gov-
ernment of the People’s Republic of China, 
or intermediaries of such governments, based 
on politically-motivated considerations re-
lated to their exercise of rights enumerated 
in the Universal Declaration of Human 
Rights, done at Paris December 10, 1948, or 
the International Covenant on Civil and Po-
litical Rights, done at New York December 
19, 1966, to facilitate the cross-checking of 
visa applications for Hong Kong residents; 
and 

‘‘(3) updating any relevant United States 
Government websites with information on 
the policy described in subsection (a). 

‘‘(c) COOPERATION WITH LIKE-MINDED COUN-
TRIES.—The Secretary of State shall contact 
appropriate representatives of other demo-
cratic countries, particularly those who re-
ceive a large number of applicants for stu-
dent and employment visas from Hong 
Kong— 

‘‘(1) to inform them of the United States 
policy regarding arrests for participation in 
nonviolent protests in Hong Kong; and 

‘‘(2) to encourage them to take similar 
steps to ensure the rights of nonviolent pro-
testers are protected from discrimination 
due to the actions of the Government of 
Hong Kong and of the Government of the 
People’s Republic of China.’’. 
SEC. 5. ANNUAL REPORT ON VIOLATIONS OF 

UNITED STATES EXPORT CONTROL 
LAWS AND UNITED NATIONS SANC-
TIONS OCCURRING IN HONG KONG. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days 
after the date of the enactment of this Act, 
and annually thereafter until the date that 
is 7 years after the date of the enactment of 
this Act, the Secretary of Commerce, in con-
sultation with the Secretary of the Treasury 
and the Secretary of State, shall submit a 
report to the committees specified in sub-
section (b) that includes— 

(1) an assessment of the nature and extent 
of violations of United States export control 
and sanctions laws occurring in Hong Kong; 

(2) to the extent possible, the identifica-
tion of— 

(A) any items that were reexported from 
Hong Kong in violation of the laws referred 
to in paragraph (1); 

(B) the countries and persons to which the 
items referred to in subparagraph (A) were 
reexported; and 

(C) how such items were used; 
(3) an assessment of whether sensitive 

dual-use items subject to the export control 
laws of the United States are being— 

(A) transshipped through Hong Kong; and 
(B) used to develop— 
(i) the Sharp Eyes, Skynet, Integrated 

Joint Operations Platform, or other systems 
of mass surveillance and predictive policing; 
or 

(ii) the ‘‘social credit system’’ of the Peo-
ple’s Republic of China; 

(4) an assessment of the efforts by the Gov-
ernment of the People’s Republic of China to 
use the status of Hong Kong as a separate 
customs territory to import items into the 
People’s Republic of China from Hong Kong 
in violation of the export control laws of the 
United States, whether as part of the Great-
er Bay Area plan, through the assignment by 
Beijing of Hong Kong as a national tech-
nology and innovation center, or through 
other programs that may exploit Hong Kong 
as a conduit for controlled sensitive tech-
nology; 

(5) an assessment of whether the Govern-
ment of Hong Kong has adequately enforced 
sanctions imposed by the United Nations; 

(6) a description of the types of goods and 
services transshipped or reexported through 
Hong Kong in violation of such sanctions 
to— 

(A) North Korea or Iran; or 
(B) other countries, regimes, or persons 

subject to such sanctions for engaging in ac-
tivities— 

(i) relating to international terrorism, 
international narcotics trafficking, or the 
proliferation of weapons of mass destruction; 
or 

(ii) that otherwise present a threat to the 
national security, foreign policy, or economy 
of the United States; and 

(7) an assessment of whether shortcomings 
in the enforcement of export controls or 
sanctions by the Government of Hong Kong 
necessitates the assignment of additional 
Department of the Treasury, Department of 
Commerce, or Department of State per-
sonnel to the United States Consulate in 
Hong Kong. 

(b) COMMITTEES SPECIFIED.—The commit-
tees specified in this subsection are— 

(1) the Committee on Foreign Relations of 
the Senate; 

(2) the Committee on Banking, Housing, 
and Urban Affairs of the Senate; 

(3) the Committee on Commerce, Science, 
and Transportation of the Senate; 

(4) the Committee on Foreign Affairs of the 
House of Representatives; and 

(5) the Committee on Energy and Com-
merce of the House of Representatives. 

(c) FORM OF REPORT.—The report required 
under subsection (a) shall be submitted in 
unclassified form, but may include a classi-
fied annex. 
SEC. 6. PROTECTING UNITED STATES CITIZENS 

AND OTHERS FROM RENDITION TO 
THE PEOPLE’S REPUBLIC OF CHINA. 

(a) POLICY STATEMENTS.—It is the policy of 
the United States— 

(1) to safeguard United States citizens 
from extradition, rendition, or abduction to 
the People’s Republic of China from Hong 
Kong for trial, detention, or any other pur-
pose; 

(2) to safeguard United States businesses in 
Hong Kong from economic coercion and in-
tellectual property theft; 

(3) pursuant to section 103(7) of the United 
States-Hong Kong Policy Act of 1992 (22 
U.S.C. 5713(7)), to encourage United States 
businesses ‘‘to continue to operate in Hong 
Kong, in accordance with applicable United 
States and Hong Kong law’’; and 

(4) pursuant to section 201(b) of such Act 
(22 U.S.C. 5721(b)), to evaluate, not less fre-
quently than annually and as circumstances, 
dictate whether the Government of Hong 
Kong is ‘‘legally competent to carry out its 
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obligations’’ under treaties and inter-
national agreements established between the 
United States and Hong Kong. 

(b) RESPONSE TO THREAT OF RENDITION.— 
Not later than 30 days after the President de-
termines that legislation proposed or en-
acted by the Government of Hong Kong 
would put United States citizens at risk of 
extradition or rendition to the People’s Re-
public of China or to other countries that 
lack protections for the rights of defendants, 
the President shall submit a report to the 
appropriate congressional committees that— 

(1) contains a strategy for protecting 
United States citizens and businesses in 
Hong Kong; 

(2) assesses the potential risks of the legis-
lation to United States citizens residing in, 
traveling to, or transiting through Hong 
Kong; and 

(3) determines whether— 
(A) additional resources are needed for 

American Citizen Services at the United 
States Consulate in Hong Kong; and 

(B) the Government of Hong Kong is ‘‘le-
gally competent’’ to administer the United 
States-Hong Kong Agreement for the Sur-
render of Fugitive Offenders, done at Hong 
Kong December 20, 1996, or other relevant 
law enforcement agreements between the 
United States and Hong Kong. 
SEC. 7. SANCTIONS RELATING TO UNDERMINING 

FUNDAMENTAL FREEDOMS AND AU-
TONOMY IN HONG KONG. 

(a) IDENTIFICATION OF PERSONS RESPON-
SIBLE FOR UNDERMINING FUNDAMENTAL FREE-
DOMS AND AUTONOMY IN HONG KONG.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—The President shall sub-
mit a report to the appropriate congressional 
committees, in accordance with paragraph 
(2), that identifies each foreign person that 
the President determines is responsible for— 

(A) the extrajudicial rendition, arbitrary 
detention, or torture of any person in Hong 
Kong; or 

(B) other gross violations of internation-
ally recognized human rights in Hong Kong. 

(2) TIMING OF REPORTS.—The President 
shall submit to the appropriate congres-
sional committees— 

(A) the report required under paragraph 
(1)— 

(i) not later than 180 days after the date of 
the enactment of this Act; and 

(ii) not less frequently than annually 
thereafter in conjunction with the publica-
tion of the report required under section 301 
of the United States-Hong Kong Policy Act 
of 1992 (22 U.S.C. 5731); and 

(B) an update to the report not later than 
15 days after any new action is taken under 
subsection (b) based on the discovery of new 
information described in paragraph (1). 

(3) CONSIDERATION OF CERTAIN INFORMA-
TION.—In preparing the report required under 
paragraph (1), the President shall consider— 

(A) information provided jointly by the 
chairperson and ranking member of each of 
the appropriate congressional committees; 
and 

(B) information obtained by other coun-
tries or reputable nongovernmental organi-
zations that monitor violations of human 
rights abuses. 

(4) FORM.—The report required under para-
graph (1) shall be submitted in unclassified 
form, but may include a classified annex. 

(b) IMPOSITION OF SANCTIONS.—The Presi-
dent shall impose the sanctions described in 
subsection (c) with respect to each foreign 
person identified in the report required 
under subsection (a)(1). 

(c) SANCTIONS DESCRIBED.—The sanctions 
described in this subsection are the fol-
lowing: 

(1) ASSET BLOCKING.—The President shall 
exercise all of the powers granted to the 
President under the International Emer-

gency Economic Powers Act (50 U.S.C. 1701 
et seq.) to the extent necessary to block and 
prohibit all transactions in property and in-
terests in property of a foreign person identi-
fied in the report required under subsection 
(a)(1) if such property and interests in prop-
erty are in the United States, come within 
the United States, or come within the pos-
session or control of a United States person. 

(2) INELIGIBILITY FOR VISAS, ADMISSION, OR 
PAROLE.— 

(A) VISAS, ADMISSION, OR PAROLE.—An alien 
described in subsection (a)(1) is— 

(i) inadmissible to the United States; 
(ii) ineligible to receive a visa or other doc-

umentation to enter the United States; and 
(iii) otherwise ineligible to be admitted or 

paroled into the United States or to receive 
any other benefit under the Immigration and 
Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 1101 et seq.). 

(B) CURRENT VISAS REVOKED.— 
(i) IN GENERAL.—An alien described in sub-

section (a)(1) is subject to revocation of any 
visa or other entry documentation regardless 
of when the visa or other entry documenta-
tion is or was issued. 

(ii) IMMEDIATE EFFECT.—A revocation 
under clause (i) shall— 

(I) take effect immediately; and 
(II) automatically cancel any other valid 

visa or entry documentation that is in the 
alien’s possession. 

(3) PENALTIES.—The penalties provided for 
in subsections (b) and (c) of section 206 of the 
International Emergency Economic Powers 
Act (50 U.S.C. 1705) shall apply to a foreign 
person that violates, attempts to violate, 
conspires to violate, or causes a violation of 
paragraph (1) to the same extent that such 
penalties apply to a person that commits an 
unlawful act described in subsection (a) of 
such section 206. 

(d) IMPLEMENTATION.—The President may 
exercise all authorities provided under sec-
tions 203 and 205 of the International Emer-
gency Economic Powers Act (50 U.S.C. 1702 
and 1704) to carry out this section. 

(e) WAIVER.—The President may waive the 
application of sanctions under this section 
with respect to a person identified in the re-
port required under subsection (a)(1) if the 
President determines and certifies to the ap-
propriate congressional committees that 
such a waiver is in the national interest of 
the United States. 

(f) EXCEPTIONS.— 
(1) EXCEPTION FOR INTELLIGENCE ACTIVI-

TIES.—Sanctions under this section shall not 
apply to any activity subject to the report-
ing requirements under title V of the Na-
tional Security Act of 1947 (50 U.S.C. 3091 et 
seq.) or any authorized intelligence activi-
ties of the United States. 

(2) EXCEPTION TO COMPLY WITH INTER-
NATIONAL OBLIGATIONS AND FOR LAW ENFORCE-
MENT ACTIVITIES.—Sanctions under sub-
section (c)(2) shall not apply with respect to 
an alien if admitting or paroling the alien 
into the United States is necessary— 

(A) to permit the United States to comply 
with the Agreement regarding the Head-
quarters of the United Nations, signed at 
Lake Success June 26, 1947, and entered into 
force November 21, 1947, between the United 
Nations and the United States, or other ap-
plicable international obligations; or 

(B) to carry out or assist law enforcement 
activity in the United States. 

(3) EXCEPTION RELATING TO IMPORTATION OF 
GOODS.— 

(A) IN GENERAL.—The authorities and re-
quirements to impose sanctions authorized 
under this section shall not include the au-
thority or a requirement to impose sanctions 
on the importation of goods. 

(B) GOOD DEFINED.—In this paragraph, the 
term ‘‘good’’ means any article, natural or 
manmade substance, material, supply, or 

manufactured product, including inspection 
and test equipment, and excluding technical 
data. 

(g) TERMINATION OF SANCTIONS.—The Presi-
dent may terminate the application of sanc-
tions under this section with respect to a 
person if the President determines and re-
ports to the appropriate congressional com-
mittees not less than 15 days before the ter-
mination takes effect that— 

(1) information exists that the person did 
not engage in the activity for which sanc-
tions were imposed; 

(2) the person has been prosecuted appro-
priately for the activity for which sanctions 
were imposed; 

(3) the person has credibly demonstrated a 
significant change in behavior, has paid an 
appropriate consequence for the activity for 
which sanctions were imposed, and has 
credibly committed to not engage in an ac-
tivity described in subsection (a)(1) in the fu-
ture; or 

(4) the termination of the sanctions is in 
the national security interests of the United 
States. 

(h) SUNSET.—This section, and any sanc-
tions imposed under this section, shall ter-
minate on the date that is 5 years after the 
date of the enactment of this Act. 

(i) DEFINITIONS.—In this section: 
(1) ADMISSION; ADMITTED; ALIEN.—The 

terms ‘‘admission’’, ‘‘admitted’’, and ‘‘alien’’ 
have the meanings given those terms in sec-
tion 101 of the Immigration and Nationality 
Act (8 U.S.C. 1101). 

(2) FOREIGN PERSON.—The term ‘‘foreign 
person’’ means a person that is not a United 
States person. 
SEC. 8. SANCTIONS REPORTS. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—In accordance with sec-
tion 7, the President shall submit, to the ap-
propriate congressional committees, a report 
that includes— 

(1) a list of each foreign person with re-
spect to which the President imposed sanc-
tions during the year preceding the submis-
sion of the report; 

(2) a description of the type of sanctions 
imposed with respect to each such person; 

(3) the number of foreign persons with re-
spect to which the President terminated 
sanctions under section 7 during that year; 

(4) the dates on which such sanctions were 
imposed or terminated, as applicable; 

(5) the reasons for imposing or terminating 
such sanctions; and 

(6) a description of the efforts of the Presi-
dent to encourage the governments of other 
countries to impose sanctions that are simi-
lar to the sanctions authorized under section 
7. 

(b) NONAPPLICABILITY OF CONFIDENTIALITY 
REQUIREMENT WITH RESPECT TO VISA 
RECORDS.—The President shall publish the 
report required under subsection (a) without 
regard to the requirements of section 222(f) 
of the Immigration and Nationality Act (8 
U.S.C. 1202(f)) with respect to confidentiality 
of records pertaining to the issuance or re-
fusal of visas or permits to enter the United 
States. 
SEC. 9. SENSE OF CONGRESS ON PEOPLE’S RE-

PUBLIC OF CHINA STATE-CON-
TROLLED MEDIA. 

It is the sense of Congress that— 
(1) the United States condemns the delib-

erate targeting and harassment of democ-
racy activists, diplomatic personnel of the 
United States and other nations, and their 
families by media organizations controlled 
by the Government of the People’s Republic 
of China, including Wen Wei Po and Ta Kung 
Po; 

(2) the Secretary of State should clearly 
inform the Government of the People’s Re-
public of China that the use of media outlets 
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to spread disinformation or to intimidate 
and threaten its perceived enemies in Hong 
Kong or in other countries is unacceptable; 
and 

(3) the Secretary of State should take any 
activities described in paragraph (1) or (2) 
into consideration when granting visas for 
travel and work in the United States to jour-
nalists from the People’s Republic of China 
who are affiliated with any such media orga-
nizations. 
SEC. 10. SENSE OF CONGRESS ON COMMERCIAL 

EXPORTS OF CROWD CONTROL 
EQUIPMENT TO HONG KONG. 

It is sense of Congress that the Depart-
ment of Commerce, in conjunction with 
other relevant Federal departments and 
agencies, should consider appropriate adjust-
ments to the current United States export 
controls with respect to Hong Kong to pre-
vent the supply of crowd control and surveil-
lance equipment that could be used inappro-
priately in Hong Kong. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
Democratic leader. 

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, I 
sincerely thank my colleagues. This 
has been a great bipartisan moment on 
the floor of the Senate for a very im-
portant issue. 

I particularly thank my colleagues 
from Florida, Senator RUBIO; from 
Maryland, Senator CARDIN; from New 
Jersey, Senator MENENDEZ; and from 
Idaho, Senator RISCH, as well as all the 
others who had a hand in this work. 

The Senate has just sent a resound-
ing message to the Chinese Communist 
Party and President Xi that the United 
States stands with the democratic 
protestors in Hong Kong. The bipar-
tisan legislation, with the great help of 
the chair and ranking members of the 
Foreign Relations Committee, will 
safeguard Hong Kong’s democracy and 
autonomy and hold accountable those 
responsible for any human rights 
abuses in Hong Kong. The bipartisan 
legislation that will soon be offered by 
the Senators from Oregon and Texas 
will make sure that U.S. companies 
don’t sell riot equipment to Hong 
Kong. 

We have sent a message to President 
Xi: Your suppression of freedom, 
whether in Hong Kong, in northwest 
China, or anywhere else, will not stand. 
You cannot be a great leader and you 
cannot be a great country when you op-
pose freedom, when you are so brutal 
to the people of Hong Kong, young and 
old, who are protesting, when you are 
so brutal to the Uighurs in northwest 
China, and when China is censored so 
that Chinese people can’t get the truth. 
History has shown that that always 
fails, President Xi—always fails. 

China has taken dramatic steps back-
ward in the curtailment of freedom. 

As my colleagues well know, the pro-
tests in Hong Kong have now taken an 
ominous turn. The Hong Kong police— 
no doubt at the behest of the Com-
munist Party in Beijing—have under-
taken an increasingly violent crack-
down on student protesters. As the rul-
ing party in Beijing continues to flout 
Hong Kong’s judicial independence 
while perpetrating a brutal suppression 
of minority groups from one end of 

China to the other, Americans’ support 
for the democratic rights of Hong Kong 
citizenry is paramount. 

To the people of China: We stand 
with you in freedom. 

To the kids in Hong Kong, the stu-
dents and the adults: We stand with 
you. 

To the Uighurs who simply want to 
practice their religion: We stand with 
you. 

Freedom will prevail, and the Chi-
nese system will either change or fail. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Oregon. 
f 

PROHIBITING THE COMMERCIAL 
EXPORT OF COVERED MUNI-
TIONS ITEMS TO THE HONG 
KONG POLICE FORCE 

Mr. MERKLEY. Madam President, on 
June 9, the streets of Hong Kong filled 
with over 1 million individuals peace-
fully protesting what they saw as an 
unjust law and attack on democracy. It 
was an incredible visual of people 
standing up for democracy and stand-
ing up for human rights. 

Here we are 5 months later, and the 
images are much different. You would 
be forgiven if you saw them and 
thought they were in a war zone. Hun-
dreds of student protesters barricaded 
themselves in a Hong Kong university 
surrounded by armored riot police, 
pummeled by rubber bullets and tear 
gas, fires raging, destruction, devasta-
tion, and smoke everywhere. 

There have been 5 months of pro-
tests, rising anger, and tension. There 
have been 5 months of police crack-
downs on peaceful protests, spurring 
further protests and resistance, and 
U.S.-made, U.S.-exported police equip-
ment being misused by the Hong Kong 
police to violate the human rights of 
protesters. So far, over 10,000 rounds of 
tear gas have been fired into the 
crowds of protesters. 

We believe in free speech, freedom to 
assemble, freedom to protest, not 
state-sponsored oppression and vio-
lence. It is time to ban the export of 
U.S.-made police equipment to Hong 
Kong that is being used to abuse their 
human rights. That is why I am so 
pleased to introduce, in partnership 
with my colleague from Texas, S. 2710, 
which prohibits the export of muni-
tions and crowd-control equipment to 
the Hong Kong Police Force. 

Since the protests in June, over 1,700 
Hong Kong residents have been injured 
and over 5,000 have been arrested. Am-
nesty International verified incidents 
involving the dangerous use of U.S.- 
made pepper spray, batons used to beat 
protesters, rubber bullets, and tear gas. 
One young woman was clubbed from 
behind with a police baton and contin-
ued to be beaten even after she was on 
the ground with her arms zip-tied be-
hind her. 

We have seen tear gas fired into con-
fined spaces, in violation of the U.N. 
Basic Principles on the Use of Force 

and Firearms. We have seen brutal po-
lice tactics that continued even when 
women and men were held in captivity 
or in custody. There has been report 
after report of violent assaults taking 
place inside police stations. 

We cannot turn a blind eye. It is time 
to stand with the people of Hong Kong 
who are demanding a democratic fu-
ture and against the violent suppres-
sion of free speech. 

The bill the Senator from Texas and 
I have introduced lays out a series of 
products that we will no longer export 
to the Hong Kong Police Force: tear 
gas, pepper spray, rubber bullets, foam 
and bean bag rounds, pepper balls, 
water cannons, handcuffs, shackles, 
stun guns, and tasers. 

This bill is backed by many col-
leagues on both sides of the aisle. I say 
a huge thank-you to Senator MARKEY, 
Senator BLACKBURN, Senator LEAHY, 
Senator SCOTT, Senator COONS, Senator 
WICKER, Senator BLUMENTHAL, Senator 
INHOFE, Senator GILLIBRAND, Senator 
CARDIN, Senator WYDEN, Senator 
BRAUN, Senator GARDNER, and Senator 
VAN HOLLEN. 

I am really proud to stand here in a 
bipartisan representation tonight, to 
stand with my colleagues who have in-
troduced the Hong Kong Human Rights 
Democracy Act, and to stand together 
in a bipartisan fashion to ban the ex-
port of these brutal crowd-control 
strategies being misused in Hong Kong 
by their police to abuse the protesters. 

I turn to my colleague from Texas. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Texas. 
Mr. CORNYN. Madam President, for 

months, the world has watched as the 
brave citizens of Hong Kong have sus-
tained protests against China’s dec-
ades-long degradation of their civil lib-
erties. 

The U.N. High Commissioner has 
found credible evidence of the Hong 
Kong Police Force using nonlethal 
crowd-control weapons in ways that 
violate international norms and stand-
ards. That is why I am proud to sup-
port the bipartisan PROTECT Hong 
Kong Act, as described by our col-
league Senator MERKLEY. 

The PROTECT Hong Kong Act would 
direct the President to ban the 
issuance of licenses for commercial ex-
port of riot-control weapons like tear 
gas, pepper spray, rubber bullets, stun 
guns, and tasers to the Hong Kong Po-
lice Force. This ensures that the Hong 
Kong pro-democracy protesters are not 
subjected to police brutality using 
products made in the United States of 
America. I am also proud to support 
the just-passed Hong Kong Human 
Rights and Democracy Act. 

I think the statement being made by 
the passage of these two pieces of legis-
lation and the presence today of so 
many of our colleagues on a bipartisan 
basis standing with the people of Hong 
Kong against this oppression by their 
Communist overlords is very, very sig-
nificant. 

Now more than ever, the United 
States must send a clear message to 
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China that the free world stands with 
Hongkongers in their struggle. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from New Jersey. 
Mr. MENENDEZ. Madam President, I 

want to take a moment to congratu-
late my colleague from Oregon and a 
distinguished member of the Foreign 
Relations Committee who has worked 
on this issue, alongside of Senator COR-
NYN, with great skill in a way that al-
lowed the legislation we just passed to 
take place, which he strongly supports, 
and to make his legislation, along with 
Senator CORNYN, a reality shortly. He 
has been very adept about it and very 
constructive. It is going to be a great 
moment when we send a message that 
U.S. weaponry isn’t going to be part of 
the oppression in Hong Kong. I salute 
him, and I join him in his effort. 

ADDITIONAL COSPONSOR 
Madam President, I ask unanimous 

consent to be included as an original 
cosponsor of the legislation. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The Senator from Oregon. 
Mr. MERKLEY. Madam President, on 

behalf of myself and Senator CORNYN, 
as in legislative session, I ask unani-
mous consent that the Committee on 
Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs 
be discharged from consideration of S. 
2710 and the Senate proceed to its im-
mediate consideration. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the bill by title. 

The bill clerk read as follows: 
A bill (S. 2710) to prohibit the commercial 

export of covered munitions items to the 
Hong Kong Police Force. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there 
objection to proceeding to the meas-
ure? 

There being no objection, the com-
mittee was discharged, and the Senate 
proceeded to consider the bill. 

Mr. MERKLEY. Madam President, I 
further ask unanimous consent that 
the Merkley amendments, which are at 
the desk, be considered and agreed to; 
that the bill, as amended, be considered 
read a third time and passed; and that 
the motion to reconsider be considered 
made and laid upon the table with no 
intervening action or debate. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The amendments (Nos. 1247 and 1248) 
were agreed to as follows: 

AMENDMENT NO. 1247 
(Purpose: To include the Committee on 

Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs of the 
Senate as part of the notification require-
ment) 
On page 1, line 7, insert ‘‘the Committee on 

Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs and’’ 
before ‘‘the Committee on Foreign Rela-
tions’’. 

AMENDMENT NO. 1248 
(Purpose: To provide a one-year sunset) 

At the end, add the following: 
SEC. 3. SUNSET. 

The prohibition under section 2 shall ex-
pire one year after the date of the enactment 
of this Act. 

The bill (S. 2710), as amended, was or-
dered to be engrossed for a third read-
ing and was read the third time and 
passed, as follows: 

S. 2710 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. DEFINITIONS. 

(1) APPROPRIATE CONGRESSIONAL COMMIT-
TEES.—The term ‘‘appropriate congressional 
committees’’ means— 

(A) the Committee on Banking, Housing, 
and Urban Affairs and the Committee on 
Foreign Relations of the Senate; and 

(B) the Committee on Foreign Affairs of 
the House of Representatives. 

(2) COVERED MUNITIONS ITEMS.—The term 
‘‘covered munitions items’’ means tear gas, 
pepper spray, rubber bullets, foam rounds, 
bean bag rounds, pepper balls, water can-
nons, handcuffs, shackles, stun guns, and 
tasers. 

(3) HONG KONG.—The term ‘‘Hong Kong’’ 
has the meaning given such term in section 
3 of the United States-Hong Kong Policy Act 
of 1992 (22 U.S.C. 5702). 

(4) HONG KONG POLICE FORCE.—The term 
‘‘Hong Kong Police Force’’ means— 

(A) the Hong Kong Police Force; and 
(B) the Hong Kong Auxiliary Police Force. 

SEC. 2. PROHIBITION ON COMMERCIAL EXPORT 
OF COVERED MUNITIONS ITEMS TO 
THE HONG KONG POLICE FORCE. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in 
subsection (b), beginning on the date that is 
30 days after the date of the enactment of 
this Act, the President shall prohibit the 
issuance of licenses to export covered muni-
tions items to the Hong Kong Police Force. 

(b) EXCEPTIONS.—The prohibition set forth 
in subsection (a) shall not apply to the 
issuance of a license with respect to which 
the President submits to the appropriate 
congressional committees, not fewer than 30 
days before the date of such issuance, a writ-
ten notice— 

(1) certifying that the exports to be cov-
ered by such license are important to the na-
tional interests and foreign policy goals of 
the United States; and 

(2) describing the manner in which such ex-
ports will promote such interests and goals. 
SEC. 3. SUNSET. 

The prohibition under section 2 shall ex-
pire one year after the date of the enactment 
of this Act. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Texas. 

f 

LEGISLATIVE SESSION 

MORNING BUSINESS 

Mr. CORNYN. Madam President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to legislative session and 
be in a period of morning business, 
with Senators permitted to speak 
therein for up to 10 minutes each. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

CAREER ADMINISTRATION 
OFFICIALS 

Mr. DURBIN. Madam President, 
when we in Congress are fortunate 
enough to win our elections, we then 
must take an oath of office. It is quite 
simple and straightforward: ‘‘I do sol-

emnly swear that I will support and de-
fend the Constitution of the United 
States against all enemies, foreign and 
domestic; that I will bear true faith 
and allegiance to the same; that I take 
this obligation freely, without any 
mental reservation or purpose of eva-
sion, and that I will well and faithfully 
discharge the duties of the office on 
which I am about to enter. So help me 
God’’—defend the Constitution and 
faithfully discharge the duties of this 
sacred office. Notably, the oath does 
not say defend the President over the 
rule of law or our constitutional du-
ties. 

And yet President Trump has made 
crude and inexcusable attacks against 
our professional diplomats and mili-
tary officials who bravely and patrioti-
cally tried to abide by this same oath 
by upholding these values of honor and 
the rule of law. Career professionals 
testifying as part of the ongoing im-
peachment inquiry are facing partisan 
attacks and even efforts that threaten 
their lives and careers. President 
Trump has made no secret of his long- 
held suspicion of government workers, 
which he and his allies have perpet-
ually accused of trying to bring down 
his Presidency. 

That former U.S. Ambassador to 
Ukraine Marie Yovanovitch told House 
Members that she felt ‘‘threatened’’ by 
our own President who called her ‘‘bad 
news’’ is despicable. In fact, Trump 
even attacked Yovanovitch on Twitter 
last week during her powerful public 
testimony before the House Intel-
ligence Committee. 

There have also been countless base-
less attacks and insulting questions of 
loyalty faced by witnesses such as LTC 
Alexander Vindman. Vindman, who 
was born in Kiev, immigrated to the 
U.S. and spent 20 years as an Army of-
ficer, an officer who has shed blood for 
our country, as recognized by his Pur-
ple Heart. 

Twenty-five years ago, the Chairman 
of the Joint Chiefs of Staff was another 
longtime Army officer who was born 
behind the Iron Curtain. GEN John 
Shalikashvili was born in Poland and 
moved to Peoria, IL, when he was 16. 
Thank goodness he served our country 
in a time where his career was not de-
railed by such degrading attacks. 

I commend Defense Secretary Esper 
for promising that Lieutenant Colonel 
Vindman ‘‘shouldn’t have any fear of 
retaliation,’’ which only begs the ques-
tion: Why can’t Secretary Pompeo 
make the same promise for State De-
partment officials? U.S. diplomats and 
military officials put their lives at risk 
every day at embassies and conflict 
zones around the world. To be attacked 
by their own government—and at the 
highest levels—defies belief and is be-
neath the offices they hold. 

That President Trump and Repub-
licans deride and bully these American 
patriots for telling the truth while Sec-
retary Pompeo sits silently on his 
hands is simply beyond the pale. It is 
the opposite of what we teach our chil-
dren. These career professionals—these 
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patriots—are models of courage and re-
spect for our democratic system that 
the President and his circle of enablers 
should look to emulate rather than be-
little. 

f 

RECOGNIZING NATIONAL WOMEN 
VETERANS UNITED 

Mr. DURBIN. Madam President, we 
celebrated Veterans Day last Monday. 
On the 11th day of the 11th month, we 
pause to honor the courage and sac-
rifice of our Nation’s veterans. Millions 
of Americans have served in uniform 
over the years, many of whom return 
home with visible and invisible wounds 
alike, often to serve again in their 
communities. 

I had the privilege to meet with a 
group of such dedicated veterans re-
cently at a meeting of the National 
Women Veterans United in Chicago. 
National Women Veterans United is 
the only center in Illinois dedicated to 
serving women servicemembers and 
veterans. Run by women and for 
women, I met with founder and presi-
dent, the formidable Rochelle Crump. 
Rochelle served in the Army during the 
Vietnam era and has a long history of 
working with the VA at the Federal, 
State, and local levels. Rochelle and 
other members of her community in 
Chicago noticed that women veterans 
were falling through the cracks when it 
came to accessing the benefits they 
have earned, so they founded National 
Women Veterans United in 2005 to help 
fill the gap. 

The VA reports that there are ap-
proximately 2 million women veterans 
in America, reflecting 9 percent of the 
total veteran population. By 2045, the 
share of female veterans is projected to 
double to 18 percent. Women are among 
the fastest growing segments of the 
veteran population; yet many women 
veterans are either not aware of the 
benefits afforded to them or they are 
frustrated with the VA’s inability to 
understand or address the unique needs 
of women veterans. For example, 
women veterans tend to be older. The 
top reported health issues they face are 
PTSD, TBI, hypertension, and cardio-
vascular disease, but many also require 
services related to unique health needs 
such as military sexual trauma and re-
productive health. 

Now, the VA has made great strides 
over the years to provide for women 
veterans, but we must do more, espe-
cially when it comes to changing the 
culture at the VA that has often been 
a barrier to women seeking care at the 
VA. Groups like National Women Vet-
erans United try to break down those 
barriers. They have helped hundreds of 
women veterans and their families, 
providing assistance in navigating the 
VA, holding healthcare screenings, and 
offering a host of personal and profes-
sional development opportunities and 
support groups. National Women Vet-
erans United also supported entire fam-
ilies, such as the Gold Star Robinson- 
Wilson family. SGT Simone Robinson 

of Robbins, IL, was 21 years old when 
she died of wounds sustained while 
serving in Afghanistan. At the time, 
she had a 2-year-old daughter. National 
Women Veterans United has helped 
care for the family after the sergeant’s 
death. Earlier this year, they named 
their beautiful new center after her, 
now the SGT Simone A. Robinson Mili-
tary Women Veteran’s Center. 

I would like to recognize a few of the 
other great women I had the oppor-
tunity to meet during my visit with 
National Women Veterans United, in-
cluding two Korean war veterans: Wille 
Merine Rouse and Miljan Akin—Rouse 
also served again in Iraq, as did her 
daughter Rene—Sharon Stokes-Parry, 
who served in Iraq with the Marine 
Corps; Diane Halle, a retired U.S, Army 
master sergeant who later worked at 
the Jesse Brown VA and with Team 
Rubicon on disaster relief around the 
world; Jeannie Adams, a Vietnam Air 
Force veteran who serves as their 
treasurer; Donna Cooper; Hazel Noble; 
Valorie Harris—the list goes on. 

I look forward to continuing to work 
with National Women Veterans United. 
These brave women stood guard for our 
freedom in uniform, and now, they con-
tinue to stand in support of their com-
munity—and specifically as African 
Americans, some of whom served dur-
ing times of racial segregation, they 
faced challenges not only as women, 
but as Black women. Now, they help 
others who face challenges. 

May we use their inspiration—and 
the inspiration of all of our veterans— 
to find our own ways to sacrifice for 
the good of our Nation and our world. 

f 

THE MIDDLE EAST 

Mr. LEAHY. Madam President, the 
Washington Nationals’ upset victory in 
the 2019 World Series reminded a good 
friend of mine, Rabbi Michael Cohen of 
Manchester, VT, of another unforeseen 
win. Fifty years ago, the New York 
Mets, led by star pitcher Tom Seaver, 
and manager—former Brooklyn Dodg-
ers star Gil Hodges—shocked the base-
ball world by defeating the heavily fa-
vored Baltimore Orioles in the fall 
classic. 

Rabbi Cohen, who has led an exem-
plary life, taking action on major 
issues including Mideast peace, anti-
semitism, and other difficult chal-
lenges, sees a common theme in these 
two victories, 50 years apart. Life, as in 
sports, offers all of us the opportunity 
to achieve what at the outset seems in-
surmountable. Peace in the Middle 
East is possible. We can end the 
scourges of antisemitism, xenophobia, 
and racism. 

Rabbi Cohen’s words in an article 
published in the Jerusalem Post on Oc-
tober 28, 2019, ‘‘Letter from America: 
The ‘69 Mets and lessons for today’’ are 
a powerful reminder of what we hu-
mans can achieve against the odds. 

I ask unanimous consent that Rabbi 
Cohen’s writing be printed in the CON-
GRESSIONAL RECORD. 

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the 
RECORD, as follows: 

[The Jerusalem Post] 
(By Michael M. Cohen, October 28, 2019) 

LETTER FROM AMERICA: THE ’69 METS AND 
LESSONS FOR TODAY 

The articles we read in The Jerusalem Post 
and other news sources can be daunting, 
leaving us with a feeling of hopelessness and 
a debilitating sense that the conditions of 
the world are only getting worse. 

From the conflict between Israelis and 
Palestinians, which seems intractable, to cli-
mate change, to endless strife in the Middle 
East, to an assault on the institutions of, 
and belief in, democracy, to the worldwide 
rise of antisemitism, xenophobia and racism, 
to name but a few, the odds appear against 
us. 

Fifty years ago the New York Mets began 
the baseball season with 100 to 1 odds against 
the scenario they would win the World Se-
ries. Before the 1969 season they had won a 
total of 394 games and lost a staggering 737 
games since they first started playing in 
1962. A sense of gloom pervaded the team. 
But in 1969 they would win 100 games, and 
this year’s World Series marks the 50th anni-
versary of the final out in game five against 
the favorite and imposing Baltimore Orioles 
led by Frank Robinson and Boog Powell. 

Baseball and other sports are not only 
about wins and losses and statistics. On a 
deeper level, sports are a metaphor for life 
and a holder of lessons for life. The ’69 Mets 
are no different for us today. 

The 1969 Season did not begin with a stel-
lar start for the Mets. By the end of May 
they were continuing to lose more than win, 
with a record of 18–23. 

I attended my first major league baseball 
game on June 19, when the Mets beat the 
Phillies in Philadelphia at the old Connie 
Mack Stadium, 6–5. Member of the tribe Art 
Shamsky went four for four, including two 
home runs, and pitcher Tom Seaver stole 
second base! 

Three weeks later Seaver would pitch two 
outs short of a perfect game against the Chi-
cago Cubs, as the Mets moved within 3 games 
of the division-leading Cubs. 

Change seemed at hand, but change is rare-
ly perfectly linear. By mid-August the Mets 
had fallen 10 games behind the Cubs. But 
then the Mets took all the accumulated and 
invaluable lessons from the losses of those 
previous seasons and applied them to win an 
incredible 38 of their last 49 games, and win 
the Eastern Division of the National League. 

That is the thing about baseball. A good 
batting average is .300, which means that 
70% of the time a good player fails when he 
is at bat. Players will tell you they take all 
the lessons from their previous at bats every 
time they are in the batter’s box, with most 
of those lessons coming from failed experi-
ences. 

In addition, baseball is the only sport 
where the team on offense, the team at bat, 
does not have the ball. Rather, the team on 
defense pitches to you. That dynamic makes 
the encounter more difficult, but batters 
know those are the conditions they operate 
within. 

The Mets would go on to sweep baseball 
legend Hank Aaron and the Atlanta Braves 
in the National League playoff series and 
then face the Baltimore Orioles in the World 
Series. They would win the Series by tenac-
ity, hustle, a strong work ethic, smart base-
ball, and that factor out of our hands, ser-
endipity. 

On the second pitch of the first game of the 
World Series, Don Buford hit a home run off 
Seaver, and the Orioles would go on to win 
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the game. After that game many felt that an 
Orioles sweep of the Mets was a very good 
possibility. The tenacious Mets had other 
ideas, and went on to win the next four 
games in a row to become the champions. 

In game two, their oldest member, Ed 
Charles, 38, came through, batting, and 
helped end the game with a difficult and bril-
liant throw to Donn Clendenon at first base. 

Game three was all about two magnificent 
running catches by center fielder Tommie 
Agee. The first, with two runners on base, 
was caught in the webbing of his glove, the 
white of the baseball protruding from the 
glove, while the second diving catch was 
made with the bases loaded. 

Game four the Mets won because the cor-
rect call was not made. J.C. Martin bunted 
in the bottom of the 10th inning and ran to 
first base on the wrong side of the first base 
line. Because of that, Oriole pitcher Pete 
Richert’s throw hit Martin’s wrist and the 
ball rolled to the ground, allowing Rod Gasp-
er to score the winning run. Martin should 
have been called out, but he was not. 

The final game was won by the Mets be-
cause of smart, creative and detailed think-
ing by Mets manager Gil Hodges. In the bot-
tom of the sixth inning, with the Mets trail-
ing 3–0, Dave McNally’s pitch to Cleon Jones 
went low and ended up in the Mets dugout. 
Umpire Lou DiMuro ruled the ball had not 
hit Jones. Hodges then emerged with the 
baseball showing a smudge of shoe polish on 
it. Jones was then awarded first base, and 
the next batter, Donn Clendenon, would hit a 
two-run homer, and the Mets would go on to 
win the game, 5–3. 

The challenges we face can feel disheart-
ening. We may feel like the Mets before the 
’69 season began, when the past suggested 100 
to 1 odds against a different and better out-
come. But change did happen. Fifty years 
later, that uplifting lesson should not be lost 
on us. 

We are also reminded of that lesson in the 
Bible, where Moses’s last speech to the peo-
ple is a poem. We see in the life of Moses— 
who 40 years earlier said to God, ‘‘I have 
never been a man of words . . . I am slow of 
speech and slow of tongue’’ (Exodus 4:10)— 
someone who develops from a poor orator to 
a master of prose and poetry. 

That which appears to be insurmountable 
may be difficult to overcome, but as Babe 
Ruth said, ‘‘Never let the fear of striking out 
keep you from playing the game.’’ The bat-
ter’s box awaits. 

The writer, rabbi emeritus of the Israel 
Congregation in Manchester Center, 
Vermont, teaches at Bennington College and 
the Kibbutz Ketura campus of the Arava In-
stitute for Environmental Studies. 

f 

OCEAN PLASTIC POLLUTION 

Mr. LEAHY. Madam President, the 
world’s oceans serve as a crucial car-
bon sink, a home to hundreds of thou-
sands of known and countless unknown 
species of marine life, an essential 
source of protein for billions of people, 
and a facilitator of billions of dollars 
in tourism, fishing, shipping, and other 
economic activity. Today, the oceans, 
on which life on Earth depends, are 
under serious threat. 

Threats from climate change, habitat 
destruction, illegal, unreported, and 
unregulated fishing, and pollution— 
plastic waste pollution in particular— 
are accelerating and causing poten-
tially irreparable harm to this planet. 

I spoke recently on the significant 
health, environmental, and economic 

impacts of the more than 300 billion 
pounds of plastic waste circulating in 
the oceans, and on funding in the Sen-
ate version of the fiscal year 2020 De-
partment of State and Foreign Oper-
ations appropriations bill to strength-
en U.S. efforts to address this pollu-
tion. 

Today I will further discuss the scale 
of the problem and actions that gov-
ernments, nongovernmental organiza-
tions (NGOs), private companies, and 
other stakeholders can take to address 
this challenge. 

I want to share a few findings and 
recommendations from a report re-
cently published by Ocean Conservancy 
and the Trash Free Seas Alliance, a 
global group of companies and NGOs 
seeking to reduce and reinvent prod-
ucts and services that contribute to 
ocean pollution. 

Absent collective action, the report 
depicts a bleak future—one involving 
more than 550 billion pounds of plastic 
waste in the oceans by 2025, clogging 
our rivers and waterways, threatening 
marine life and seabirds, endangering 
human health, contaminating the food 
supply, and triggering a significant de-
cline in economic benefits. 

For perspective, the amount of plas-
tic entering the oceans each year is 
equivalent to dumping a garbage truck 
full of plastic into the ocean every 
minute of every hour of every day. 
That is 1,440 truckloads of plastic per 
day, or more than half a million truck-
loads per year. And, of course, this does 
not include the immense amounts of 
chemical waste and other types of pol-
lution that enter the oceans every day. 

As the report describes, rising ocean 
plastic pollution is a direct result of 
the increasing global production and 
use of plastic, which totals more than 
750 billion pounds per year, an esti-
mated 40 percent of which is single-use. 
Waste management systems, particu-
larly in developing countries, are woe-
fully incapable of managing the grow-
ing quantity of plastic waste. 

So the majority of plastic entering 
the oceans was never collected as part 
of a formal waste management system, 
and without increased resources for 
waste management programs and im-
provements to collection infrastruc-
ture, developing countries—and the 
oceans—will continue to be inundated 
with plastic waste. 

There is no single solution. Instead, 
the report outlines four priority areas 
on which to focus our collective efforts: 
financing the collection of plastic 
waste; reducing the production and use 
of single-use plastics; improving design 
standards to address nonrecyclable or 
difficult to recycle plastics; and in-
creasing the demand for post-consumer 
plastics. 

One option for increasing resources 
to finance the collection of plastic 
waste is by charging fees to companies 
based on the amount of nonrecyclable 
materials used in their products. Such 
fees have the potential to generate up 
to 75 percent of the resources needed to 

support effective waste collection pro-
grams. And increasing the demand for 
recycled products—one of the other pri-
ority lines of effort—reportedly has the 
potential to reduce the resources need-
ed for such programs by more than 30 
percent. Other options for tackling 
plastic pollution include a ban on 
microplastics, incentive programs for 
recycling, preferential procurement 
policies, and the use of refillable pack-
aging. 

All of this is to say that steps can, 
and must, be urgently taken. While 
ocean plastic pollution may be a dev-
astating and growing challenge, it is 
not an insurmountable one. 

And as I have said before, while the 
United States should significantly in-
crease our engagement and leadership 
on this issue, we cannot solve this 
problem alone. There is no greater uni-
fier than the oceans. Their protection 
should be of the utmost importance to 
governments, companies, and individ-
uals on every continent and in every 
country. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO MAIDA TOWNSEND 

Mr. LEAHY. Madam President, I 
would like to take a moment to cele-
brate the achievements of Maida Town-
send, a Vermont State Representative 
and now a decorated figure skater, who 
recently took home the gold medal in 
an international figure skating com-
petition in Lake Placid, NY. Marcelle 
and I have known Maida for many 
years, and we have always been im-
pressed with her dedication, artistry, 
and selflessness. While we have come to 
know Maida through her tireless work 
for the State of Vermont, we have been 
impressed, but not surprised, that she 
brings the same dedication to figure 
skating, a sport she picked up at the 
age of 50. 

Maida has served the State of 
Vermont over the years through her 
leadership as the president of the 
Vermont branch of the National Edu-
cation Association, as a chair of the 
Vermont Democratic Party, and in re-
cent years as a State representative for 
South Burlington. Most noteworthy 
though is Maida’s long career as a pub-
lic school teacher, a career in which 
she has taught young Vermonters the 
French language for well over 30 years. 
Maida’s career of public service is ex-
emplary. I know that she will continue 
to dedicate herself to Vermont for 
many more years to come. 

But just as inspiring as her long ca-
reer in public service is her pursuit of 
a personal joy and passion, that of fig-
ure skating. Maida, proving it is never 
too late to pursue a new joy, is as dedi-
cated to her sport as she is to her ca-
reer. Starting her days hours before 
many of us see the sun rise, Maida hits 
the ice before she hits the halls of the 
State legislature. Maida is a friend, a 
true Vermonter, and a true treasure. 

Marcelle and I are proud to join her 
loved ones in offering a hearty con-
gratulations to Maida Townsend on 
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this impressive win in one of her many 
passions. We are lucky to know her, 
and Vermont is lucky to have her. 

I ask unanimous consent that the ar-
ticle, ‘‘State rep wins gold in inter-
national skating competition,’’ origi-
nally published by ‘‘The Other Paper,’’ 
be printed in the RECORD. 

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the 
RECORD, as follows: 

[The Other Paper Nov. 7, 2019] 
STATE REP WINS GOLD IN INTERNATIONAL 

COMPETITION 
It was an introduction even Townsend— 

Chittenden District 7–4 State representa-
tive—wasn’t expecting to hear. But sure 
enough, it’s how she was presented to judges, 
the audience and her fellow competitors at 
the International Adult Figure Skating 
Competition in Lake Placid, N.Y., on Oct.17. 

‘‘I confess that it got my attention being 
introduced as representing the United States 
as opposed to representing my club, which is 
what I am used to hearing,’’ Townsend said. 

But represent the U.S. she did, as skaters 
from around the globe filled the Olympic-size 
rink. In her own category, Adult Ladies 
Bronze V division—V designating competi-
tors born in 1951 or earlier—Townsend skated 
against three other Americans and a Cana-
dian to earn the gold. 

As she took to the ice, she noted the 
judges’ position and prepared herself for the 
music to begin. ‘‘Bumpin’ on Sunset,’’ a Jazz 
song by Wes Montgomery, filled the arena. It 
was a personal selection, as most of Town-
send’s program music is. 

‘‘There is the adage, let the music take 
you there,’’ she said. ‘‘It does; you have prac-
ticed so long, over and over again, this music 
is part of a person and the music just carried 
me.’’ 

As she left the ice and awaited her score, 
Townsend felt great pride. She knew she had 
skated well and met her requirements. 

‘‘I’m my hardest critic,’’ she said, but 
added, ‘‘I knew when I came off the ice that 
I’d skated it really well.’’ 

But getting to victory was no small feat. 
Townsend began preparing her program with 
her coach, Martha Harding, in early summer. 
The two worked an hour each day Tuesday 
through Thursday, adding in Fridays the 
month before internationals. 

The program looked better each week, 
until just before internationals. 

‘‘For two solid weeks before this competi-
tion, nothing was working right, everything 
was falling apart,’’ Townsend said. ‘‘I was 
psyching myself out.’’ 

But getting on the ‘‘storied rink’’ at Lake 
Placid—where countless ‘‘greats’’ like the 
Russian duo, the Protopopovs, Sonja Henie 
and Scott Hamilton have skated—made the 
rough practices disappear. 

‘‘I got on the ice to do the program and it 
was like those two awful weeks never hap-
pened,’’ Townsend said. ‘‘I was in the zone 
and it just felt so good.’’ 

What’s noteworthy about Townsend’s skat-
ing is that it only began 25 years ago, when 
she was 50 years old. 

Townsend was an avid fan of watching the 
elite figure skaters on television. 

‘‘I’d find myself just so drawn to it, and of-
tentimes I’d find it so beautiful I was there 
crying watching the performances,’’ she said. 

When an ad for group skating lessons 
stared up at her from the pages of a news-
paper, Townsend knew the message was 
meant for her. 

Townsend wasn’t fearful about safety when 
she hit the ice for the first time. Rather, she 
said she was concerned about being the ‘‘tall-
est skater.’’ Figure skating is a sport that 

typically attracts a less aged crowd, but 
Townsend discovered age is but a number. 
She practiced the basics in group lessons, 
then found a coach to study under. 

With Coach Julie MacDonald’s help, Town-
send honed her skills and grew tremen-
dously. Though Townsend was content to 
continue lessons with MacDonald, her coach 
saw a greater future for her. 

‘‘At a given point in time, Julie [Mac-
Donald] informed me that she needed to kick 
me out of the nest,’’ Townsend said. ‘‘I was 
very comfortable with Julie and she sensed I 
was too comfortable.’’ That’s when Town-
send paired with Harding. 

‘‘Martha [Harding] was this really big deal 
coach,’’ Townsend recalls. ‘‘I was really 
scared, I remember saying to Julia, ’What if 
she rejects me?’’’ 

But Townsend met all of Harding’s require-
ments and the duo has worked well together 
ever since. 

‘‘Julie knew what she was doing when she 
kicked me out of the nest,’’ Townsend said. 
‘‘Martha worked with me, understanding as 
an older skater my goals are very different 
from a kids’.’’ 

Harding and Townsend spend much of their 
time working on ‘‘quality skating.’’ For 
Townsend, that means dedicating effort to 
flow, posture and working the edges of her 
blades. 

‘‘To me, skating is when your foot is on 
the ice, as opposed to jump, jump, jump, 
jump,’’ she said. ‘‘There’s the whole business 
of interpreting the music ... if all you’re 
doing is going back and forth jump, back and 
forth jump, it’s not being one with the 
music.’’ 

Don’t let that fool you, Townsend still gets 
some air. In her early years with Harding, 
she did all the single jumps—save for the 
Axel. Today she does what jumps and spins 
her body permits. 

And one of her big requirements is looking 
confident and competent on the ice. It’s not 
uncommon for people who start skating in 
their adulthood to be more cautious than 
their youthful counterparts, according to 
Townsend. 

‘‘Adults are more cautious in skating, I 
think, than kids are,’’ she said. ‘‘Kids don’t 
have so far to fall, kids heal a lot faster than 
adults and kids don’t have to go to work the 
next day.’’ 

But Townsend challenges that. In fact, 
she’s had judges assume she’s skated for 
most of her life. And though Townsend is the 
first to say she’s learned a great deal from 
Harding, Harding says the feeling is mutual. 
‘‘I’ve learned a lot from [Townsend] as far as 
being disciplined,’’ Harding said. 

Townsend’s disciplined nature keeps her 
skating even when the Legislature is in ses-
sion. During the session, she’s up at 3:15 a.m. 
to walk her dog and prepare for the day, then 
she’s on the ice at 5:45 a.m. and en route to 
the Capitol by 6:35 a.m. But skating is good 
for both mind and body, Townsend said. Dur-
ing the session it’s a joyful event that can be 
‘‘cleansing.’’ 

‘‘If I didn’t skate I think I’d be a much 
older 75 than I am,’’ Townsend said. 

That’s why Townsend would recommend 
the sport to anyone who’s interested but per-
haps trepidatious to skate. 

‘‘You’re not too old to do it. There’s no 
reason to be defined by a number,’’ she said. 
‘‘I really believe that. I intend to keep skat-
ing ’til my body tells me, ’Stop.’ So far my 
body’s nowhere near telling me to stop.’’ 

f 

BACKGROUND CHECKS 

Mr. CARDIN. Madam President, I im-
plore the Senate to take up legislation 
addressing America’s gun violence epi-

demic. We must pass legislation requir-
ing universal and completed back-
ground checks for individuals seeking 
to purchase a gun, to help insure that 
guns do not fall into the wrong hands, 
with deadly results. 

Last week, on the morning of Novem-
ber 14, it was a normal Thursday at 
Saugus High School in Santa Clarita, 
CA. Just before second period, a 16- 
year-old boy pulled a semiautomatic 
pistol out of his backpack. In just 16 
seconds, he shot five of his classmates, 
killing two. A short time later, he 
turned the gun on himself. 

After hearing the gunshots, Katie 
Holt, a teacher at Saugus High School, 
rushed students into her classroom and 
barricaded the door. One of the injured 
girls made it into Holt’s classroom. 
Thankfully and incredibly, Holt had a 
gunshot wound kit in case of a school 
shooting. The girl had been shot twice, 
and Holt only had one kit. Holt dressed 
the two wounds as best she could with 
one kit, while a freshman student ap-
plied pressure. The injured girl sur-
vived. 

Katie Holt’s preparedness and quick 
action likely saved that young girl’s 
life. As we commend her heroic ac-
tions, we have to ask ourselves: How 
did we get to this point? How did we 
get a place where American teachers 
feel obligated to keep gunshot wound 
kits in their classrooms? 

We also mourn the tragic loss of life 
in several other recent mass shootings. 
On November 18, three people were 
killed outside a Walmart in Duncan, 
OK. Just this past weekend, on Novem-
ber 17 in Fresno, CA, 10 individuals 
were shot and 4 were killed at a foot-
ball watch party. On October 31 in 
Orina, CA, five individuals were killed 
and four wounded at a Halloween block 
party. And we all remember the hor-
rific spate of mass shootings this sum-
mer, including those in Texas, Ohio, 
California, and Virginia, leading to 
dozens killed. 

In February 2019, the House passed 
H.R. 8, the Bipartisan Background 
Checks Act, by a bipartisan vote of 240– 
190. That month, the House also passed 
H.R. 1112, the Enhanced Background 
Checks Act. Since that time, these 
bills have languished in the Senate 
where the Republican leader refuses to 
allow Senate consideration. 

By refusing to take up legislation to 
require universal and completed back-
ground checks, the Senate is failing 
the American people. We have a re-
sponsibility to pass commonsense gun 
reform to end the senseless bloodshed. 
We need gun reform now, not only to 
address our country’s seemingly end-
less cycle of mass shootings, but we 
need gun safety legislation now be-
cause our communities are ravaged by 
daily gun violence that does not make 
news headlines. 

On average, about every 13 hours, 
someone is killed with a gun in Mary-
land. On average, 656 Marylanders die 
from fatal gunshot wounds every year. 
Firearms are the first leading cause of 
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death among children and teens in 
Maryland. African-American children 
and teens in Maryland are five times as 
likely as their White peers to die by 
guns. In Maryland, African-Americans 
are 16 times as likely to die by gun 
homicide as White people. 

In 2017, 53 percent of the guns recov-
ered from Maryland crime scenes came 
from another State. Often, these guns 
used in crimes in Maryland are from 
States with more lenient gun control 
laws. 

American women are 21 times more 
likely to be killed with a gun than 
women in other high-income countries; 
4.5 million women in the United States 
have been threatened with a gun by 
their current or previous intimate 
partner. It has estimated that 900,000 
American women have been shot or 
shot at by their current or previous in-
timate partner. When there is a gun 
present during a domestic violence sit-
uation, a woman’s risk of being killed 
goes up 500 percent. 

In Maryland, from 2013 to 2017, 48 
women were fatally shot by an inti-
mate partner. African-American 
women are 1.7 times more likely as 
White women to be fatally shot by a 
partner. These are women like Mary-
land resident, Timira Hopkins. Hop-
kins’ relationship with her boyfriend 
was abusive, and he had made threats 
before. One night in 2014, Hopkins’ boy-
friend delivered on his threats, shoot-
ing Hopkins five times before killing 
himself. Incredibly, Hopkins survived, 
but the right side of her face is para-
lyzed, and she is deaf in one ear. In 
September of this year, Hopkins shared 
her story on NPR in the hopes she can 
help other survivors. 

We need to do more for brave women 
like Timira Hopkins. We need to join 
her in the fight to protect people suf-
fering domestic violence. This body un-
derstands the dangerous potential con-
sequences of domestic violence per-
petrators owning guns. That is why, in 
1996, we passed the Lautenberg amend-
ment, banning gun ownership for indi-
viduals convicted of misdemeanor do-
mestic violence. However, without uni-
versal background checks, we can’t ef-
fectively enforce this prohibition and 
keep guns out of the hands of violent 
abusers. 

An estimated 22 percent of U.S. gun 
owners purchased their most recent 
firearm without a background check. 
When background checks are not re-
quired, domestic abusers get ahold of 
guns. In 2018, Sara Schmidt was mur-
dered by her husband, who should have 
be prohibited from purchasing a fire-
arm because of a domestic violence fel-
ony. Schmidt’s husband purchased the 
gun he used to murder Sara from an 
online private seller, bypassing back-
ground check requirements. 

Passing legislation to expand back-
ground checks to every gun sale, in-
cluding those conducted online, at gun 
shows, and through private transfers, 
should be the top priority in Congress. 
Congress should also make sure that 

background checks are fully completed 
before a gun sale is finally approved. 
There is no one answer which will fix 
America’s gun violence epidemic. But 
we can’t let the complexity of the prob-
lem paralyze us. We need to take steps 
forward. 

The American people deserve action. 
They are demanding action. An over-
whelming majority of Americans—97 
percent—support expanding back-
ground checks. Congress must listen to 
the 97 percent of Americans and take 
action. We cannot wait any longer. 
While we wait, Americans are dying, 
and communities are traumatized by 
violence. We must do the right thing 
and take up the House legislation re-
quiring universal and completed back-
ground checks for individuals seeking 
to purchase a gun. The time for action 
is now. 

f 

CONFIRMATION OF STEVEN J. 
MENASHI 

Mr. VAN VOLLEN. Madam Presi-
dent, last week, I voted against Steven 
Menashi’s nomination to serve on the 
Second Circuit, to the same seat once 
held by Supreme Court Justice 
Thurgood Marshall. Throughout his 
legal career, Menashi has shown him-
self to be hostile to women’s rights, 
communities of color, and LGBT Amer-
icans. 

I am disappointed that my colleagues 
have avoided passing important legis-
lation and have solely focused on con-
firming many extremist judges. The 
Senate Republican leader has refused 
to allow votes on a host of important 
legislation, including bills to secure 
our elections from foreign interference, 
to strengthen background checks, and 
to reduce the rate of gun violence in 
our communities, and to provide a path 
to citizenship for DACA and TPS re-
cipients. All of these bills deserve a 
vote, but they are all languishing in 
the Senate legislative graveyard. 

Menashi has a record of bias and 
while at the Department of Education, 
has repeatedly supported policies that 
hurt students and borrowers. Alongside 
Secretary DeVos, Menashi, created an 
illegal scheme to deny debt relief to de-
frauded students, including Maryland-
ers. Additionally, Menashi has worked 
hand-in-hand with Trump senior advi-
sor Steven Miller to advance cruel poli-
cies that undermine American values. 

The American people deserve better 
from the U.S. Senate. We should not 
have voted on and confirmed this nomi-
nee and instead should be working on 
legislation to improve the lives and en-
sure the safety of our constituents. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO LARRY WOOTEN 

Mr. BURR. Madam President, Sen-
ator THOM TILLIS and I would like to 
recognize the distinguished service of a 
great North Carolinian. After a 25-year 
career with the North Carolina Farm 
Bureau, Larry Wooten is stepping aside 
as president at the end of this year. 

President Wooten has been a steadfast 
advocate for agriculture and rural 
North Carolina. 

Larry has worked tirelessly to ad-
vance initiatives that strengthen and 
improve our State’s rural commu-
nities. He is an exemplary servant lead-
er that has always encouraged others 
to ‘‘give back’’ to the organizations, 
the communities, and the State that 
have provided them with opportunities 
for growth and advancement. He is a 
founding member of the NC Rural Eco-
nomic Development Center where he 
served on the board of directors and ex-
ecutive committee. He has also served 
with distinction on the American Farm 
Bureau Board of Directors, the NC 
Board of Agriculture, the Agricultural 
Consortium Board, and the Rural Pros-
perity Task Force. He has served as 
chair of the American Farm Bureau 
Foreign Trade Committee and on 
USDA’s Agricultural Policy Advisory 
Committee, APAC. 

Most significant, however, is the im-
pact Wooten has had on North Carolina 
agriculture. In his role as president, he 
has been an effective voice for agri-
business and farmers—educating lead-
ers and lawmakers about the State’s 
largest economic sector and helping 
shape sound State and national policy 
for its future. A lifelong farmer from 
Pender County, North Carolina, Larry 
knows firsthand the positive impact of 
a sound agricultural education, re-
search, and extension of that research 
onto his farm. Larry was a key 
influencer in the inclusion of NC State 
University’s Plant Sciences Building in 
North Carolina’s Connect NC Bond Ref-
erendum, as well as supporting the uni-
versity’s efforts to create new paths for 
more rural students to earn their NC 
State degree. Wooten, through his lead-
ership of the Farm Bureau, has been a 
tireless supporter of NC A&T State 
University’s Small Farms Initiative. 
All these efforts will create pathways 
for North Carolinians to have an over-
sized positive impact on farming and 
economic development in our state and 
nation. 

Larry Wooten is a remarkable leader 
who put the wellbeing of our state and 
its citizens above his own. It is through 
the work of selfless leaders like Larry 
that North Carolina has become a state 
where the weak have an opportunity to 
grow strong, and the strong can grow 
great. 

f 

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS 

TRIBUTE TO THE HULMAN- 
GEORGE FAMILY 

∑ Mr. BRAUN. Madam President, I rise 
today to celebrate and recognize the 
Hulman-George family for their accom-
plishments and success in business and 
their stewardship of the Indianapolis 
Motor Speedway for the last 75 years. 

On November 4, 2019, principals of 
Hulman & Company announced the 
sale of the Indianapolis Motor Speed-
way, among other assets of the 
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Hulman-George family, to a newly 
formed entity to be led by industry leg-
end Roger Penske. This announcement 
marks the end of one glorious era, and 
the start of another for so many Hoo-
siers and racing fans around the world 
who recognize Indianapolis Motor 
Speedway as the racing capital of the 
world. Beloved as the famous track at 
16th and Georgetown in Indianapolis is 
today, it is nearly impossible to imag-
ine our capital city without it, which 
was nearly the case. 

Shortly after World War II, an era in 
which the track sat dormant from 1941 
through 1945 and fell almost into com-
plete disrepair, a businessman from 
Terre Haute stepped up to purchase the 
facility with the goal of continuing and 
building upon the legacy of the already 
famous Indianapolis 500. That business-
man, Anton ‘‘Tony’’ Hulman, Jr., saved 
the speedway from either becoming a 
housing development or a private auto-
mobile testing facility. 

For the last 75 years, Indianapolis 
Motor Speedway has been controlled by 
Hulman & Company, an entity with a 
deep portfolio but nothing as visible 
and recognizable worldwide as the 
famed racecourse. From the initial 
days of owning the facility and pre-
paring it to run the 1946 race to the 
celebration of centennial era and be-
yond, the Hulman-George family has 
been the steadfast caretaker and pro-
moter of this iconic venue. 

The Indianapolis Motor Speedway 
has served as the front door to Indian-
apolis, the State of Indiana, and the 
entire Midwest for those across the 
world who travel each year to person-
ally watch the world’s largest single 
day sporting event, the Indianapolis 
500, which attracts approximately 
350,000 spectators, the NASCAR Brick-
yard 400, and the IndyCar Grand Prix of 
Indianapolis. The Speedway has also 
recently hosted the Formula One 
United States Grand Prix, Red Bull Air 
Races, and even a Rolling Stones con-
cert. The economic impact of the Indi-
anapolis Motor Speedway to central In-
diana in the 75 years that the Hulman- 
George family has owned the property 
is incalculable. The personal impact 
the speedway has had on tens of thou-
sands of families who use the facility 
as an anchor for what becomes week-
end-long reunions is inspiring, as one 
need not search far on Memorial Day 
weekend in May to find a family who 
has been attending the Indy 500 as a 
group for as long as can be remem-
bered. 

The facility which started as a test-
ing ground for Indiana’s growing auto-
motive industry in 1909 became a test-
ing ground of speed, endurance, 
strength, and the will to win over the 
last 110 years. Without the Hulman- 
George family, that story would have 
likely ended in the 1940s. 

Madam President, I want to person-
ally thank the Hulman-George family 
for their amazing commitment and 
contributions to the State of Indiana 
and the Unites States of America. Both 
are better because of this family.∑ 

100TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE RO-
TARY CLUB OF LAFAYETTE, 
LOUISIANA 

∑ Mr. CASSIDY. Madam President, the 
Rotary Club of Lafayette will turn 100 
years old in 2020. I would like to share 
with you some of the accomplishments 
of the club since its founding in 1920. 
Early in their history, they underwrote 
the election to fund the first public li-
brary, they helped to establish One 
Acadiana and started the first Lafay-
ette Boy Scout troop. In addition to es-
tablishing Rotary Park in the 1980s, 
they currently fund annual scholar-
ships for local students, coordinate 
food drives for FoodNet, and support 
Rotary’s mission to eradicate polio 
worldwide, in addition to supporting 
other local charities. 

Congratulations to the Rotary Club 
of Lafayette on this historic achieve-
ment. I wish you all the best of luck in 
years to come.∑ 

f 

TRIBUTE TO TINA QUIGLEY 

∑ Ms. CORTEZ MASTO. Madam Presi-
dent, I come forward today to recog-
nize the chief executive officer of the 
Regional Transportation Commission 
of Southern Nevada, Tina Quigley, 
who, after over 14 years of dedicated 
service, announced her retirement this 
year. 

Tina Quigley has been a visionary 
during her tenure at the Regional 
Transportation Commission of South-
ern Nevada. Her forward thinking and 
planning for the future has led the RTC 
to be named one of the most efficient 
transit providers in the Nation. Her 
leadership has helped Southern Nevada 
reap the benefits of an advanced trans-
portation system that has helped at-
tract tourists, residents, and new busi-
nesses. 

Ms. Quigley has over 25 years of expe-
rience in transportation management. 
She has consistently been on the lead-
ing edge of improving how residents, 
workers, and visitors travel the Las 
Vegas Valley. With a rapidly growing 
population of 2.1 million residents and 
more than 42 million annual visitors, 
that is no small task. Her determina-
tion in pushing for technological ad-
vancements, forging partnerships, and 
strategizing for the future have posi-
tioned the region for ongoing and sus-
tained economic growth. 

Ms. Quigley is also a licensed pilot 
and earned her bachelor of science de-
gree in aviation business and planning 
from Embry Riddle Aeronautical Uni-
versity. She is a former manager of one 
of the Nation’s busiest airports, 
McCarran International Airport, and 
has amassed an impressive number of 
professional achievements throughout 
her career. 

The incredible work that Ms. Quigley 
has done for Southern Nevada has not 
gone unrecognized. She has earned nu-
merous awards for her leadership, inno-
vation, and vision. These awards in-
clude but are not limited to the Woman 

of Distinction Award for Government 
Services by the National Association of 
Women Business Owners, the Carolyn 
M. Sparks Founders Award from the 
Nevada International Women’s Forum, 
and the 2012 Women in Transportation 
award from Metro Magazine. 

Ms. Quigley has also remembered to 
give back to her community and has 
directed her energy, passion, and com-
mitment into bettering the Las Vegas 
Valley. She serves on a multitude of 
boards and committees in Southern Ne-
vada, including as chairperson of the 
Desert Research Institute Foundation, 
which supports the nonprofit environ-
mental science research branch of the 
Nevada System of Higher Education. 

Today, I celebrate the many con-
tributions of Tina Quigley to the city 
of Las Vegas and to the Southern Ne-
vada community. Her service is as an 
example to all of us who wish to inno-
vate, serve, and better our commu-
nities.∑ 

f 

TRIBUTE TO JAY HILDEBRANDT 

∑ Mr. CRAPO. Madam President, I con-
gratulate Jay Hildebrandt, who is re-
tiring after more than four decades in 
news reporting. 

Jay has worked for KIFI’s Local 
News 8 in Idaho Falls for the past 35 
years. As an anchor for the weeknight 
news, Jay is known for his calm, gentle 
demeanor and steady role delivering 
the news. Originally, from Milwaukee, 
WI, Jay earned a degree in communica-
tions from Brigham Young University. 
Before anchoring for our local news, he 
anchored in Twin Falls and Fort 
Wayne, IN. Thankfully, he then re-
turned to Idaho, where we have been 
blessed with Jay’s reliable, professional 
and compassionate reporting all these 
years. 

His positive influence can be felt 
throughout our community. Jay has 
made a difference in many lives 
through his involvement in impactful 
projects and community and statewide 
efforts. In addition to anchoring the 
weeknight news, Jay produced the 
weekly ‘‘Wednesday’s Child’’ reports 
for 28 years. Through this project, he 
has helped elevate the stories of area 
children in need of adoptive homes. He 
also highlighted the hard work of re-
markable high school seniors in his 
‘‘Distinguished Student’’ series. Addi-
tionally, Jay has served as an adjunct 
instructor at Brigham Young Univer-
sity Idaho and helped lead important 
efforts, including his service on the 
Governor’s Children’s Trust Fund 
Board, the Region VII Health and Wel-
fare Advisory Board, and the Safe 
Place Advisory Board. 

While most of us enjoyed Jay over 
the years on the television, there are 
those who have been able to work with 
him personally. And without exception, 
he is admired, emulated and respected 
by his coworkers. One of those fortu-
nate individuals is my current chief of 
staff in DC, Susan Hawkes Wheeler. 
She got her start just out of college 
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working for Jay at KIFI in the mid- 
1980s, when Jay was already becoming 
the institution that he remains in 
Idaho broadcasting. His gentle leader-
ship and kind demeanor did much to 
stabilize a work place that can be very 
chaotic as news develops, even in small 
town news stations. He was a patient 
teacher, an insightful editor, and a de-
lightful storyteller, clearly evidenced 
by his enjoyment of some of the special 
projects he undertook like the afore-
mentioned ‘‘Wednesday’s Child.’’ My 
office benefits every day from lessons 
Susan learned through Jay’s leader-
ship, and I am grateful for those. 

In an article about his retirement, 
his co-anchor of 30 years, Karole 
Honas, used the words ‘‘solid,’’ 
‘‘steady,’’ ‘‘kind,’’ and ‘‘positive’’ to de-
scribe Jay. Professionalism, hard work, 
compassion, and optimism are his hall-
marks. Thank you, Jay, for your out-
standing reporting all these years and 
for working to highlight the needs and 
the great achievements in our commu-
nity. While your reassuring and 
thoughtful presence on our local news 
will no doubt be deeply missed, the car-
ing standard you have set will be ever- 
present. Congratulations on your ex-
emplary career. I wish you well on 
your well-earned retirement. May it be 
filled with many happy times with 
Sally, your children, grandchildren, 
and friends.∑ 

f 

RECOGNIZING NEW JERSEY COM-
MUNITY DEVELOPMENT COR-
PORATION 

∑ Mr. MENENDEZ. Madam President, I 
rise today to pay tribute and to recog-
nize a New Jersey organization cele-
brating its 25th anniversary, the New 
Jersey Community Development Cor-
poration, NJCDC. I wish to take a mo-
ment now to honor NJCDC for the im-
portant work it is doing in the State of 
New Jersey and the accomplishments 
it has achieved over the past 25 years. 

The NJCDC provides hope for a re-
warding future through urban revital-
ization efforts, financial support, edu-
cation initiatives, and job creation. 
The work done by NJCDC has directly 
transformed the lives of many, espe-
cially in the city of Paterson. 

In honor of the accomplishments of 
this organization, I ask that a procla-
mation honoring the 25th anniversary 
of the NJCDC be printed in the RECORD. 

The material follows: 
Whereas, the New Jersey Community 

Development Corporation is a non-prof-
it community development and social 
service agency based in the City of 
Paterson, New Jersey; 

Whereas, the New Jersey Community 
Development Corporation and its dedi-
cated staff empowers individuals to 
transform their lives and offers a vari-
ety of programs and services to assist 
economically disadvantaged individ-
uals, at-risk youth, and people with 
disabilities; 

Whereas, the New Jersey Community 
Development Corporation has contrib-

uted to the revitalization of the City of 
Paterson and the Great Falls Historic 
District, helping to ensure a vibrant fu-
ture for the City and its residents; and 

Whereas, now as the New Jersey 
Community Development Corporation 
celebrates its 25th Anniversary, I con-
gratulate its staff and volunteers on 
this milestone. 

Therefore, in presenting this citation 
to the New Jersey Community Devel-
opment Corporation, I, on behalf of the 
People of the State of New Jersey here-
by congratulate the New Jersey Com-
munity Development Corporation and 
its contribution to the community, the 
City of Paterson, and the State of New 
Jersey.∑ 

f 

RECOGNIZING HAMMER DOWN 
RIVER EXCURSIONS 

∑ Mr. RISCH. Madam President, as a 
member and former chairman of the 
Senate Committee on Small Business 
and Entrepreneurship, each month I 
recognize and celebrate the American 
entrepreneurial spirit by highlighting 
the success of a small business in my 
home State of Idaho. However, in 
honor of Veterans Day on November 11, 
this month I will honor a veteran- 
owned small business for each of the 10 
days the Senate is in legislative ses-
sion. The personal sacrifices made by 
America’s veterans have protected the 
very freedoms and values that give 
each of us and our children the ability 
to achieve the American dream. The 
skills veterans learn as members of the 
military are invaluable and undoubt-
edly contribute to Idaho’s flourishing 
veteran business community. I am 
proud of the sacrifices veterans have 
made to protect our country and that 
they are choosing Idaho to call home 
when they complete their service in 
the military. 

As your U.S. Senator from the great 
State of Idaho, it is my pleasure to rec-
ognize Hammer Down River Excursions 
in White Bird as the veteran-owned 
Idaho Small Business of the Day for 
November 19, 2019. 

Hammer Down River Excursions is 
owned and operated by U.S. Army vet-
eran Homer Brown. The business offers 
guided tours, dinner cruises, and fish-
ing expeditions to showcase Idaho’s 
rich, natural beauty in the heart of 
Hells Canyon and the Salmon River. 
Professional, experienced guides teach 
guests how to fish Idaho’s steelhead, 
trout, bass, and salmon. 

Brown spent his youth fishing and 
working along the Salmon River before 
entering the Army. After completing 
his time of service, Brown got his cap-
tain’s license so he could return to the 
Salmon River to work as a jet boat 
captain. Brown takes pride in sharing 
Idaho’s beauty with his patrons. 

Congratulations to Homer Brown and 
all of the employees at Hammer Down 
River Excursions for being selected as 
the Veteran-owned Idaho Small Busi-
ness of the Day for November 19, 2019. 
You make our great State proud, and I 

look forward to your continued growth 
and success.∑ 

f 

REMEMBERING JIMMY KOIKOS 

∑ Mr. SHELBY. Madam President, I 
rise today to honor the life of James 
Bill ‘‘Jimmy’’ Koikos, beloved coowner 
of Bessemer’s famous Bright Star res-
taurant. Jimmy passed away on No-
vember 16, 2019, at the age of 81. I had 
the honor of knowing Jimmy, as I fre-
quented the Bright Star many times 
during his 60 years of running the insti-
tution. 

Jimmy was born and raised in Bes-
semer, AL, just miles from the res-
taurant. He attended Arlington School 
and then Bessemer High School, where 
he played high school football. Jimmy 
then attended the University of Ala-
bama until 1959, when a visit from his 
mother changed his plans. She in-
formed him of his uncle’s decision to 
retire, prompting him to move home to 
manage the Bright Star with his fa-
ther, Bill Koikos. Jimmy believed in 
the restaurant, and he knew he wanted 
to be a part of the Bright Star’s contin-
ued success. 

Nine years later, Jimmy’s younger 
brother, Nicky, joined him in man-
aging the restaurant. The two brothers 
went on to work side-by-side as owner- 
operators of the Bright Star until Jim-
my’s death. As his brother fondly re-
membered not long ago, ‘‘He’s the 
heart and soul of the restaurant, and 
it’s going to be hard to replace that.’’ 

I will always remember Jimmy for 
his kindness and ability to make cus-
tomers feel at home when they visited 
the Bright Star. He generously greeted 
each person who entered the establish-
ment. He promised his father he would 
take care of the restaurant, and that is 
exactly what he did. 

Because of the hard work of Jimmy 
and others who spent their lives de-
voted to the Bright Star, it began to 
draw national attention. In 2010, the 
James Beard Foundation honored the 
Bright Star with an America’s Classics 
Award, distinguishing the restaurant 
for its timeless appeal and quality food 
that reflects the character of the com-
munity. 

As a huge Alabama fan, Jimmy was 
always ecstatic when the Bright Star 
attracted Alabama football coaches 
like Bear Bryant, Gene Stallings, and 
Nick Saban. He would also frequent 
Alabama football practices, bringing 
along some of the famous icebox pies 
for the coaches, players, and staff. 

Jimmy even went as far as to ensure 
that the Bright Star would be taken 
care of when he was gone, asking a 
younger relative, Andreas 
Anastassakis, to move to Bessemer and 
carry on the legacy of the Bright Star. 
Anastassakis was honored. 

Jimmy Koikos’s legacy will live on 
through the people whose lives he 
touched at the Bright Star, in the com-
munity and throughout the entire 
State of Alabama. I offer my deepest 
condolences to his brother Nick, his 
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sister Helen, and all of his loved ones. 
I am proud to have known him, and I 
will always think of him when passing 
through Bessemer to visit one of my 
very favorite places, the Bright Star.∑ 

f 

MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT 
Messages from the President of the 

United States were communicated to 
the Senate by Ms. Roberts, one of his 
secretaries. 

f 

EXECUTIVE MESSAGES REFERRED 
In executive session the Presiding Of-

ficer laid before the Senate messages 
from the President of the United 
States submitting sundry nominations 
which were referred to the appropriate 
committees. 

(The messages received today are 
printed at the end of the Senate pro-
ceedings.) 

f 

PRESIDENTIAL MESSAGE 

REPORT RELATIVE TO THE CON-
TINUATION OF THE NATIONAL 
EMERGENCY THAT WAS ORIGI-
NALLY DECLARED IN EXECU-
TIVE ORDER 13712 OF NOVEMBER 
22, 2015, WITH RESPECT TO BU-
RUNDI—PM 38 
The PRESIDING OFFICER laid be-

fore the Senate the following message 
from the President of the United 
States, together with an accompanying 
report; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on Banking, Housing, and 
Urban Affairs: 

To the Congress of the United States: 
Section 202(d) of the National Emer-

gencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides 
for the automatic termination of a na-
tional emergency unless, within 90 
days before the anniversary date of its 
declaration, the President publishes in 
the Federal Register and transmits to 
the Congress a notice stating that the 
emergency is to continue in effect be-
yond the anniversary date. In accord-
ance with this provision, I have sent to 
the Federal Register for publication the 
enclosed notice stating that the na-
tional emergency with respect to the 
situation in Burundi declared in Execu-
tive Order 13712 of November 22, 2015, is 
to continue in effect beyond November 
22, 2019. 

The situation in Burundi, which has 
been marked by killing and other vio-
lence against civilians, unrest, the in-
citement of violence, and significant 
political repression, and which threat-
ens the peace, security, and stability of 
Burundi and the region, continues to 
pose an unusual and extraordinary 
threat to the national security and for-
eign policy of the United States. There-
fore, I have determined that it is nec-
essary to continue the national emer-
gency declared in Executive Order 13712 
with respect to the situation in Bu-
rundi. 

DONALD J. TRUMP.
THE WHITE HOUSE, November 19, 2019. 

MESSAGES FROM THE HOUSE 

At 10:02 a.m., a message from the 
House of Representatives, delivered by 
Mr. Novotny, one of its reading clerks, 
announced that the House has passed 
the following bills, in which it requests 
the concurrence of the Senate: 

H.R. 3702. An act to authorize the Sec-
retary of Housing and Urban Development to 
provide disaster assistance to States, Puerto 
Rico, units of general local government, and 
Indian tribes under a community develop-
ment block grant disaster recovery program, 
and for other purposes. 

H.R. 4029. An act to amend the McKinney- 
Vento Homeless Assistance Act to enable In-
dian Tribes and tribally designated housing 
entities to apply for, receive, and administer 
grants and subgrants under the Continuum 
of Care Program of the Department of Hous-
ing and Urban Development. 

H.R. 4300. An act to provide Federal hous-
ing assistance on behalf of youths who are 
aging out of foster care, and for other pur-
poses. 

H.R. 4344. An act to amend the Securities 
Exchange Act of 1934 to allow the Securities 
and Exchange Commission to seek and Fed-
eral courts to grant disgorgement of unjust 
enrichment, and for other purposes. 

H.R. 4634. An act to reauthorize the Ter-
rorism Risk Insurance Act of 2002, and for 
other purposes. 

The message further announced that 
pursuant to 10 U.S.C. 9455(a), and the 
order of the House of January 3, 2019, 
the Speaker appoints the following 
Member on the part of the House of 
Representatives to the Board of Visi-
tors to the United States Air Force 
Academy: Mr. Lamborn of Colorado. 

At 4:03 p.m., a message from the 
House of Representatives, delivered by 
Ms. Cole, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that the House has agreed to 
the amendment of the Senate to the 
bill (H.R. 3055) making appropriations 
for the Departments of Commerce and 
Justice, Science, and Related Agencies 
for the fiscal year ending September 30, 
2020, and for other purposes, with an 
amendment, in which it requests the 
concurrence of the Senate. 

The message also announced that the 
House has agreed to the following cur-
rent resolution, in which it requests 
the concurrence of the Senate: 

H. Con. Res. 75. Concurrent resolution di-
recting the Clerk of the House of Representa-
tives to make a correction in the enrollment 
of H.R. 3055. 

f 

MEASURES REFERRED 

The following bills were read the first 
and the second times by unanimous 
consent, and referred as indicated: 

H.R. 3702. An act to authorize the Sec-
retary of Housing and Urban Development to 
provide disaster assistance to States, Puerto 
Rico, units of general local government, and 
Indian tribes under a community develop-
ment block grant disaster recovery program, 
and for other purposes; to the Committee on 
Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs. 

H.R. 4029. An act to amend the McKinney- 
Vento Homeless Assistance Act to enable In-
dian Tribes and tribally designated housing 
entities to apply for, receive, and administer 
grants and subgrants under the Continuum 
of Care Program of the Department of Hous-

ing and Urban Development; to the Com-
mittee on Banking, Housing, and Urban Af-
fairs. 

H.R. 4300. An act to provide Federal hous-
ing assistance on behalf of youths who are 
aging out of foster care, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Banking, Hous-
ing, and Urban Affairs. 

H.R. 4344. An act to amend the Securities 
Exchange Act of 1934 to allow the Securities 
and Exchange Commission to seek and Fed-
eral courts to grant disgorgement of unjust 
enrichment, and for other purposes; to the 
Committee on Banking, Housing, and Urban 
Affairs. 

H.R. 4634. An act to reauthorize the Ter-
rorism Risk Insurance Act of 2002, and for 
other purposes; to the Committee on Bank-
ing, Housing, and Urban Affairs. 

f 

EXECUTIVE REPORTS OF 
COMMITTEES 

The following executive reports of 
nominations were submitted: 

By Mrs. FISCHER for Mr. INHOFE for the 
Committee on Armed Services. 

*Joseph Bruce Hamilton, of Texas, to be a 
Member of the Defense Nuclear Facilities 
Safety Board for a term expiring October 18, 
2022. 

*Jessie Hill Roberson, of Virginia, to be a 
Member of the Defense Nuclear Facilities 
Safety Board for a term expiring October 18, 
2023. 

*Thomas A. Summers, of Pennsylvania, to 
be a Member of the Defense Nuclear Facili-
ties Safety Board for a term expiring Octo-
ber 18, 2020. 

*Dana S. Deasy, of Virginia, to be Chief In-
formation Officer of the Department of De-
fense. 

*Lisa W. Hershman, of Indiana, to be Chief 
Management Officer of the Department of 
Defense. 

*Robert John Sander, of Virginia, to be 
General Counsel of the Department of the 
Navy. 

Army nomination of Col. Patrick R. 
Michaelis, to be Brigadier General. 

Army nomination of Maj. Gen. Daniel L. 
Karbler, to be Lieutenant General. 

Army nomination of Col. Stephanie A. 
Purgerson, to be Brigadier General. 

Air Force nominations beginning with Col. 
Leslie A. Beavers and ending with Col. Adri-
an K. White, which nominations were re-
ceived by the Senate and appeared in the 
Congressional Record on October 30, 2019. 

Air Force nominations beginning with 
Brig. Gen. Lee Ann T. Bennett and ending 
with Brig. Gen. Scott A. Sauter, which nomi-
nations were received by the Senate and ap-
peared in the Congressional Record on Octo-
ber 30, 2019. 

Air Force nomination of Col. Darrin D. 
Lambrigger, to be Brigadier General. 

Army nomination of Brig. Gen. John C. 
Boyd, to be Major General. 

Army nomination of Col. Damon N. Cluck, 
to be Brigadier General. 

Mrs. FISCHER. Mr. President, for the 
Committee on Armed Services I report 
favorably the following nomination 
lists which were printed in the 
RECORDS on the dates indicated, and 
ask unanimous consent, to save the ex-
pense of reprinting on the Executive 
Calendar that these nominations lie at 
the Secretary’s desk for the informa-
tion of Senators. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Air Force nominations beginning with Jef-
frey J. Autrey and ending with Jennifer T. 
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Vecchione, which nominations were received 
by the Senate and appeared in the Congres-
sional Record on September 19, 2019. 

Air Force nominations beginning with 
Thomas Jason Abell and ending with Law-
rence Nahno Yazzie, which nominations were 
received by the Senate and appeared in the 
Congressional Record on November 12, 2019. 

Air Force nomination of Joshua B. 
Stierwalt, to be Major. 

Army nomination of Michael W. Torre, to 
be Major. 

Army nomination of Austin C. Vann, to be 
Major. 

Army nomination of Michael J. Blanton, 
to be Lieutenant Colonel. 

Army nomination of Laina G. Cafego, to be 
Major. 

Army nomination of Lyle E. Bushong, to 
be Major. 

Army nomination of Garth E. Coke, to be 
Major. 

Army nomination of Brent R. Robertson, 
to be Major. 

Army nomination of Gerald J. Hall, to be 
Colonel. 

Army nomination of Nicole L. Kruse, to be 
Major. 

Marine Corps nomination of Emma R. 
Shinn, to be Captain. 

Marine Corps nomination of Ryan J. 
Nowlin, to be Major. 

Navy nomination of John N. Amiral, to be 
Commander. 

Navy nomination of Thomas Q. Gallagher, 
to be Captain. 

By Ms. MURKOWSKI for the Committee on 
Energy and Natural Resources. 

*James P. Danly, of Tennessee, to be a 
Member of the Federal Energy Regulatory 
Commission for the remainder of the term 
expiring June 30, 2023. 

*Katharine MacGregor, of Pennsylvania, to 
be Deputy Secretary of the Interior. 

*Dan R. Brouillette, of Texas, to be Sec-
retary of Energy. 

*Nomination was reported with rec-
ommendation that it be confirmed sub-
ject to the nominee’s commitment to 
respond to requests to appear and tes-
tify before any duly constituted com-
mittee of the Senate. 

(Nominations without an asterisk 
were reported with the recommenda-
tion that they be confirmed.) 

f 

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS AND 
JOINT RESOLUTIONS 

The following bills and joint resolu-
tions were introduced, read the first 
and second times by unanimous con-
sent, and referred as indicated: 

By Mr. UDALL (for himself, Mr. BOOK-
ER, Ms. HARRIS, Mr. BLUMENTHAL, Mr. 
SANDERS, Mr. TESTER, Ms. SMITH, and 
Ms. WARREN): 

S. 2891. A bill to require the Secretary of 
the Interior to establish Tribal Wildlife Cor-
ridors, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Indian Affairs. 

By Ms. HASSAN (for herself and Ms. 
COLLINS): 

S. 2892. A bill to amend title XVIII of the 
Social Security Act to provide for the dis-
tribution of additional residency positions to 
help combat the opioid crisis; to the Com-
mittee on Finance. 

By Mr. SCHUMER (for Ms. HARRIS): 
S. 2893. A bill to amend the Comprehensive 

Environmental Response, Compensation, and 
Liability Act of 1980 to provide for the con-
sideration of climate change, and for other 
purposes; to the Committee on Environment 
and Public Works. 

By Mr. WICKER: 
S. 2894. A bill to establish a National Ship-

per Advisory Committee; to the Committee 
on Commerce, Science, and Transportation. 

By Mr. GRASSLEY (for himself and 
Mr. WHITEHOUSE): 

S. 2895. A bill to amend the Controlled Sub-
stances Act to more effectively regulate se-
lective androgen receptor modulators, and 
for other purposes; to the Committee on the 
Judiciary. 

By Mr. DURBIN (for himself and Ms. 
DUCKWORTH): 

S. 2896. A bill to establish the Pullman Na-
tional Historical Park in the State of Illinois 
as a unit of the National Park System, and 
for other purposes; to the Committee on En-
ergy and Natural Resources. 

By Mr. WARNER (for himself, Mr. CAS-
SIDY, Mr. VAN HOLLEN, and Mrs. CAP-
ITO): 

S. 2897. A bill to amend title XI of the So-
cial Security Act to reauthorize the Patient- 
Centered Outcomes Research Institute, and 
for other purposes; to the Committee on Fi-
nance. 

By Mr. INHOFE (for himself, Mr. 
MORAN, and Mrs. MURRAY): 

S. 2898. A bill to amend title 5, United 
States Code, to provide for a full annuity 
supplement for certain air traffic control-
lers; to the Committee on Commerce, 
Science, and Transportation. 

By Mr. BENNET: 
S. 2899. A bill to amend the Higher Edu-

cation Act of 1965 to support apprenticeship 
programs; to the Committee on Health, Edu-
cation, Labor, and Pensions. 

By Ms. BALDWIN (for herself, Mrs. 
CAPITO, Mr. CASSIDY, and Ms. STABE-
NOW): 

S. 2900. A bill to amend the Tariff Act of 
1930 to prevent the circumvention of anti-
dumping and countervailing duties by non-
market economy countries, and for other 
purposes; to the Committee on Finance. 

By Ms. COLLINS (for herself and Mrs. 
SHAHEEN): 

S. 2901. A bill to establish within the Office 
of the Secretary of Health and Human Serv-
ices a special task force on ensuring Medi-
care beneficiary access to innovative diabe-
tes technologies and services; to the Com-
mittee on Finance. 

f 

SUBMISSION OF CONCURRENT AND 
SENATE RESOLUTIONS 

The following concurrent resolutions 
and Senate resolutions were read, and 
referred (or acted upon), as indicated: 

By Mr. ENZI (for himself and Mr. BAR-
RASSO): 

S. Res. 430. A resolution designating De-
cember 10, 2019, as ‘‘Wyoming Women’s Suf-
frage Day’’; considered and agreed to. 

By Mrs. SHAHEEN (for herself, Ms. 
COLLINS, Mr. LANKFORD, Mr. KING, 
Mr. ROUNDS, Mr. JONES, Ms. CANT-
WELL, Mr. VAN HOLLEN, Ms. SMITH, 
Ms. STABENOW, Mr. BROWN, Mr. 
PETERS, Ms. KLOBUCHAR, Mr. WAR-
NER, Mr. MANCHIN, and Mr. COONS): 

S. Res. 431. A resolution supporting the 
goals and ideals of American Diabetes 
Month; considered and agreed to. 

By Mr. COONS (for himself, Mr. SCOTT 
of South Carolina, Mr. CARPER, and 
Ms. ERNST): 

S. Res. 432. A resolution designating No-
vember 2019 as ‘‘National College Applica-
tion Month’’; considered and agreed to. 

By Mr. PETERS (for himself and Ms. 
ERNST): 

S. Res. 433. A resolution designating Feb-
ruary 1, 2020, as ‘‘Blue Star Mother’s Day’’; 
considered and agreed to. 

By Mr. RUBIO (for himself, Ms. WAR-
REN, Mr. MARKEY, and Mr. SCOTT of 
Florida): 

S. Res. 434. A resolution honoring the life 
of Nicholas Anthony Buoniconti; considered 
and agreed to. 

f 

ADDITIONAL COSPONSORS 
S. 172 

At the request of Mr. GARDNER, the 
name of the Senator from Maine (Ms. 
COLLINS) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
172, a bill to delay the reimposition of 
the annual fee on health insurance pro-
viders until after 2021. 

S. 350 
At the request of Mr. DAINES, the 

names of the Senator from Arizona 
(Ms. MCSALLY) and the Senator from 
Utah (Mr. LEE) were added as cospon-
sors of S. 350, a bill to restore the ap-
plication of the Federal antitrust laws 
to the business of health insurance to 
protect competition and consumers. 

S. 393 
At the request of Mr. MURPHY, the 

name of the Senator from Nevada (Ms. 
CORTEZ MASTO) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 393, a bill to amend title 28, 
United States Code, to provide for a 
code of conduct for justices and judges 
of the courts of the United States. 

S. 457 
At the request of Mr. CORNYN, the 

name of the Senator from Montana 
(Mr. TESTER) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 457, a bill to require that $1 coins 
issued during 2019 honor President 
George H.W. Bush and to direct the 
Secretary of the Treasury to issue bul-
lion coins during 2019 in honor of Bar-
bara Bush. 

S. 500 
At the request of Mr. PORTMAN, the 

names of the Senator from Michigan 
(Ms. STABENOW) and the Senator from 
Arizona (Ms. MCSALLY) were added as 
cosponsors of S. 500, a bill to amend 
title 54, United States Code, to estab-
lish, fund, and provide for the use of 
amounts in a National Park Service 
Legacy Restoration Fund to address 
the maintenance backlog of the Na-
tional Park Service, and for other pur-
poses. 

S. 505 
At the request of Ms. DUCKWORTH, 

the name of the Senator from Colorado 
(Mr. BENNET) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 505, a bill to ensure due process 
protections of individuals in the United 
States against unlawful detention 
based solely on a protected char-
acteristic. 

S. 633 
At the request of Mr. MORAN, the 

name of the Senator from Maryland 
(Mr. CARDIN) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 633, a bill to award a Congres-
sional Gold Medal to the members of 
the Women’s Army Corps who were as-
signed to the 6888th Central Postal Di-
rectory Battalion, known as the ‘‘Six 
Triple Eight’’. 

S. 727 
At the request of Mr. COONS, the 

name of the Senator from Connecticut 
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(Mr. MURPHY) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 727, a bill to combat international 
extremism by addressing global fra-
gility and violence and stabilizing con-
flict-affected areas, and for other pur-
poses. 

S. 803 

At the request of Mr. TOOMEY, the 
name of the Senator from Utah (Mr. 
LEE) was added as a cosponsor of S. 803, 
a bill to amend the Internal Revenue 
Code of 1986 to restore incentives for 
investments in qualified improvement 
property. 

S. 892 

At the request of Mr. CASEY, the 
name of the Senator from Georgia (Mr. 
ISAKSON) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
892, a bill to award a Congressional 
Gold Medal, collectively, to the women 
in the United States who joined the 
workforce during World War II, pro-
viding the aircraft, vehicles, weaponry, 
ammunition, and other materials to 
win the war, that were referred to as 
‘‘Rosie the Riveter’’, in recognition of 
their contributions to the United 
States and the inspiration they have 
provided to ensuing generations. 

S. 944 

At the request of Mr. SCHATZ, the 
name of the Senator from Nevada (Ms. 
CORTEZ MASTO) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 944, a bill to enhance the secu-
rity operations of the Transportation 
Security Administration and the sta-
bility of the transportation security 
workforce by applying a unified per-
sonnel system under title 5, United 
States Code, to employees of the 
Transportation Security Administra-
tion who are responsible for screening 
passengers and property, and for other 
purposes. 

S. 966 

At the request of Mr. PORTMAN, the 
name of the Senator from New Hamp-
shire (Mrs. SHAHEEN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 966, a bill to amend title 
XVIII of the Social Security Act to 
modernize the physician self-referral 
prohibitions to promote care coordina-
tion in the merit-based incentive pay-
ment system and to facilitate physi-
cian practice participation in alter-
native payment models under the 
Medicare program, and for other pur-
poses. 

S. 982 

At the request of Ms. CORTEZ MASTO, 
the name of the Senator from New 
Mexico (Mr. UDALL) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 982, a bill to increase 
intergovernmental coordination to 
identify and combat violent crime 
within Indian lands and of Indians. 

S. 1032 

At the request of Mr. PORTMAN, the 
names of the Senator from Indiana 
(Mr. YOUNG) and the Senator from Ne-
braska (Mrs. FISCHER) were added as 
cosponsors of S. 1032, a bill to amend 
the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to 
modify the definition of income for 
purposes of determining the tax-ex-
empt status of certain corporations. 

S. 1088 
At the request of Mr. MARKEY, the 

name of the Senator from Ohio (Mr. 
BROWN) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
1088, a bill to amend the Immigration 
and Nationality Act to require the 
President to set a minimum annual 
goal for the number of refugees to be 
admitted, and for other purposes. 

S. 1188 
At the request of Mr. CARDIN, the 

name of the Senator from California 
(Mrs. FEINSTEIN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1188, a bill to promote 
United States-Mongolia trade by au-
thorizing duty-free treatment for cer-
tain imports from Mongolia, and for 
other purposes. 

S. 1311 
At the request of Ms. CANTWELL, the 

name of the Senator from California 
(Mrs. FEINSTEIN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1311, a bill to provide last-
ing protection for inventoried roadless 
areas within the National Forest Sys-
tem. 

S. 1397 
At the request of Mr. BLUMENTHAL, 

his name was added as a cosponsor of 
S. 1397, a bill to amend the Help Amer-
ica Vote Act of 2002 to provide for a na-
tional Federal write-in absentee ballot 
for domestic use. 

S. 1531 
At the request of Mr. CASSIDY, the 

name of the Senator from North Da-
kota (Mr. HOEVEN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1531, a bill to amend the 
Public Health Service Act to provide 
protections for health insurance con-
sumers from surprise billing. 

S. 1572 
At the request of Ms. SMITH, the 

name of the Senator from New Jersey 
(Mr. BOOKER) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 1572, a bill to amend the Higher 
Education Act of 1965 to require addi-
tional reporting on crime and harm 
that occurs during student participa-
tion in programs of study abroad, and 
for other purposes. 

S. 1590 
At the request of Mr. MERKLEY, the 

name of the Senator from Wisconsin 
(Ms. BALDWIN) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 1590, a bill to amend the State 
Department Basic Authorities Act of 
1956 to authorize rewards for thwarting 
wildlife trafficking linked to 
transnational organized crime, and for 
other purposes. 

S. 1601 
At the request of Mr. WICKER, the 

name of the Senator from Massachu-
setts (Ms. WARREN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1601, a bill to direct the 
Secretary of Transportation to issue a 
rule requiring all new passenger motor 
vehicles to be equipped with a child 
safety alert system, and for other pur-
poses. 

S. 1657 
At the request of Ms. COLLINS, the 

names of the Senator from New Hamp-
shire (Mrs. SHAHEEN) and the Senator 
from Massachusetts (Mr. MARKEY) were 

added as cosponsors of S. 1657, a bill to 
provide assistance to combat the esca-
lating burden of Lyme disease and 
other tick and vector-borne diseases 
and disorders. 

S. 1772 
At the request of Mr. YOUNG, the 

name of the Senator from West Vir-
ginia (Mrs. CAPITO) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1772, a bill to establish 
the Task Force on the Impact of the 
Affordable Housing Crisis, and for 
other purposes. 

S. 1838 
At the request of Mr. RUBIO, the 

names of the Senator from New York 
(Mr. SCHUMER), the Senator from Wash-
ington (Mrs. MURRAY) and the Senator 
from Montana (Mr. DAINES) were added 
as cosponsors of S. 1838, a bill to amend 
the Hong Kong Policy Act of 1992, and 
for other purposes. 

At the request of Mr. BROWN, his 
name was added as a cosponsor of S. 
1838, supra. 

S. 1868 
At the request of Ms. COLLINS, the 

name of the Senator from Missouri 
(Mr. HAWLEY) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 1868, a bill to provide support to 
States to establish invisible high-risk 
pool or reinsurance programs. 

S. 1979 
At the request of Mr. MARKEY, the 

name of the Senator from Maryland 
(Mr. VAN HOLLEN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1979, a bill to amend title 
49, United States Code, to provide for 
the minimum size of crews of freight 
trains, and for other purposes. 

S. 1992 
At the request of Mr. BARRASSO, the 

names of the Senator from Idaho (Mr. 
CRAPO), the Senator from Colorado 
(Mr. GARDNER), the Senator from Dela-
ware (Mr. COONS), the Senator from 
Minnesota (Ms. KLOBUCHAR), the Sen-
ator from Michigan (Mr. PETERS) and 
the Senator from North Dakota (Mr. 
HOEVEN) were added as cosponsors of S. 
1992, a bill to amend the FAST Act to 
repeal a rescission of funds. 

S. 2012 
At the request of Mrs. FEINSTEIN, the 

name of the Senator from Illinois (Mr. 
DURBIN) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
2012, a bill to provide that certain regu-
latory actions by the Federal Commu-
nications Commission shall have no 
force or effect. 

S. 2180 
At the request of Mr. LEAHY, the 

name of the Senator from Vermont 
(Mr. SANDERS) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 2180, a bill to provide over-
sight of the border zone in which Fed-
eral agents may conduct vehicle check-
points and stops and enter private land 
without a warrant, and to make tech-
nical corrections. 

S. 2203 
At the request of Mr. BLUNT, the 

name of the Senator from Nebraska 
(Mrs. FISCHER) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 2203, a bill to extend the trans-
fer of Electronic Travel Authorization 
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System fees from the Travel Pro-
motion Fund to the Corporation for 
Travel Promotion (Brand USA) 
through fiscal year 2027, and for other 
purposes. 

S. 2407 
At the request of Mr. DAINES, the 

name of the Senator from Iowa (Ms. 
ERNST) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
2407, a bill to amend title 38, United 
States Code, to provide criminal pen-
alties for individuals acting as agents 
or attorneys for the preparation, pres-
entation, or prosecution of a claim 
under a law administered by the Sec-
retary of Veterans Affairs without 
being recognized by the Secretary for 
such purposes, and for other purposes. 

S. 2417 
At the request of Mr. KENNEDY, the 

name of the Senator from Georgia (Mr. 
PERDUE) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
2417, a bill to provide for payment of 
proceeds from savings bonds to a State 
with title to such bonds pursuant to 
the judgment of a court. 

S. 2418 
At the request of Mr. CASSIDY, the 

name of the Senator from Mississippi 
(Mrs. HYDE-SMITH) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 2418, a bill to amend the 
Gulf of Mexico Energy Security Act of 
2006 to modify a definition and the dis-
position and authorized uses of quali-
fied outer Continental Shelf revenues 
under that Act and to exempt State 
and county payments under that Act 
from sequestration, to provide for the 
distribution of certain outer Conti-
nental Shelf revenues to the State of 
Alaska, and for other purposes. 

S. 2446 
At the request of Mrs. SHAHEEN, her 

name was added as a cosponsor of S. 
2446, a bill to provide certain coverage 
of audiologist services under the Medi-
care program, and for other purposes. 

S. 2483 
At the request of Mr. WICKER, the 

name of the Senator from Texas (Mr. 
CORNYN) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
2483, a bill to counter efforts by foreign 
governments to pursue, harass, or oth-
erwise persecute individuals for polit-
ical and other unlawful motives over-
seas, and for other purposes. 

S. 2491 
At the request of Mr. UDALL, the 

name of the Senator from Pennsyl-
vania (Mr. CASEY) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 2491, a bill to terminate 
certain rules issued by the Secretary of 
the Interior and the Secretary of Com-
merce relating to endangered and 
threatened species, and for other pur-
poses. 

S. 2539 
At the request of Mr. RUBIO, the 

name of the Senator from North Caro-
lina (Mr. TILLIS) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 2539, a bill to modify and 
reauthorize the Tibetan Policy Act of 
2002, and for other purposes. 

S. 2549 
At the request of Ms. ROSEN, the 

name of the Senator from Illinois (Ms. 

DUCKWORTH) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 2549, a bill to allow nonprofit 
child care providers to participate in 
the loan programs of the Small Busi-
ness Administration. 

S. 2615 
At the request of Mr. CASSIDY, the 

names of the Senator from Missouri 
(Mr. BLUNT) and the Senator from Vir-
ginia (Mr. WARNER) were added as co-
sponsors of S. 2615, a bill to amend the 
Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to im-
prove the historic rehabilitation tax 
credit, and for other purposes. 

S. 2666 
At the request of Ms. MCSALLY, the 

names of the Senator from Idaho (Mr. 
CRAPO) and the Senator from Nevada 
(Ms. ROSEN) were added as cosponsors 
of S. 2666, a bill to promote the devel-
opment of renewable energy on public 
land, and for other purposes. 

S. 2671 
At the request of Mr. MARKEY, his 

name was added as a cosponsor of S. 
2671, a bill to build safer, thriving com-
munities, and save lives by investing in 
effective violence reduction initiatives. 

S. 2679 
At the request of Ms. DUCKWORTH, 

the name of the Senator from Illinois 
(Mr. DURBIN) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 2679, a bill to facilitate the auto-
matic acquisition of citizenship for 
lawful permanent resident children of 
military and Federal Government per-
sonnel residing abroad, and for other 
purposes. 

S. 2680 
At the request of Mr. RUBIO, the 

name of the Senator from Florida (Mr. 
SCOTT) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
2680, a bill to impose sanctions with re-
spect to foreign support for Palestinian 
terrorism, and for other purposes. 

S. 2710 
At the request of Mr. MENENDEZ, his 

name was added as a cosponsor of S. 
2710, a bill to prohibit the commercial 
export of covered munitions items to 
the Hong Kong Police Force. 

At the request of Ms. MCSALLY, her 
name was added as a cosponsor of S. 
2710, supra. 

S. 2732 
At the request of Mr. BENNET, the 

name of the Senator from Connecticut 
(Mr. MURPHY) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 2732, a bill to amend the Depart-
ment of Agriculture Reorganization 
Act of 1994 to establish the Advanced 
Research Projects Agency-Terra, and 
for other purposes. 

S. 2733 
At the request of Mr. ROMNEY, the 

names of the Senator from Tennessee 
(Mr. ALEXANDER) and the Senator from 
South Dakota (Mr. ROUNDS) were added 
as cosponsors of S. 2733, a bill to save 
and strengthen critical social contract 
programs of the Federal Government. 

S. 2741 
At the request of Mr. SCHATZ, the 

names of the Senator from Alabama 
(Mr. JONES) and the Senator from Mis-
souri (Mr. BLUNT) were added as co-

sponsors of S. 2741, a bill to amend title 
XVIII of the Social Security Act to ex-
pand access to telehealth services, and 
for other purposes. 

S. 2743 
At the request of Mr. GARDNER, the 

name of the Senator from Illinois (Mr. 
DURBIN) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
2743, a bill to establish the China Cen-
sorship Monitor and Action Group, and 
for other purposes. 

S. 2754 
At the request of Mr. KENNEDY, the 

names of the Senator from Iowa (Mr. 
GRASSLEY) and the Senator from Con-
necticut (Mr. MURPHY) were added as 
cosponsors of S. 2754, a bill to create 
jobs and drive innovation and economic 
growth in the United States by sup-
porting and promoting the manufac-
ture of next-generation technologies, 
including refrigerants, solvents, fire 
suppressants, foam blowing agents, 
aerosols, and propellants. 

S. 2765 
At the request of Mr. ENZI, the names 

of the Senator from Tennessee (Mr. 
ALEXANDER) and the Senator from Iowa 
(Ms. ERNST) were added as cosponsors 
of S. 2765, a bill to improve Federal fis-
cal controls and the congressional 
budget process. 

S. 2774 
At the request of Ms. MCSALLY, the 

name of the Senator from Minnesota 
(Ms. SMITH) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 2774, a bill to direct the Attorney 
General to establish and carry out a 
Veteran Treatment Court Program. 

S. 2794 
At the request of Mr. CRAPO, the 

names of the Senator from Montana 
(Mr. TESTER) and the Senator from 
Connecticut (Mr. BLUMENTHAL) were 
added as cosponsors of S. 2794, a bill to 
provide for the creation of the Missing 
Armed Forces Personnel Records Col-
lection at the National Archives, to re-
quire the expeditious public trans-
mission to the Archivist and public dis-
closure of Missing Armed Forces Per-
sonnel records, and for other purposes. 

S. 2805 
At the request of Mr. WICKER, the 

name of the Senator from Maine (Mr. 
KING) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
2805, a bill to improve transit-oriented 
development financing, and for other 
purposes. 

S. 2833 
At the request of Mr. MERKLEY, the 

name of the Senator from Connecticut 
(Mr. BLUMENTHAL) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 2833, a bill to amend the 
Truth in Lending Act to extend the 
consumer credit protections provided 
to members of the Armed Forces and 
their dependents under title 10, United 
States Code, to all consumers. 

S. 2836 
At the request of Mrs. MURRAY, the 

name of the Senator from Montana 
(Mr. TESTER) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 2836, a bill to prohibit the Sec-
retary of Health and Human Services 
from taking any action to implement, 
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enforce, or otherwise give effect to the 
final rule, entitled ‘‘Protecting Statu-
tory Conscience Rights in Health Care; 
Delegations of Authority’’. 

S. 2869 
At the request of Mr. INHOFE, the 

name of the Senator from Indiana (Mr. 
BRAUN) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
2869, a bill to amend the Immigration 
and Nationality Act to provide for ex-
tensions of detention of certain aliens 
ordered removed, and for other pur-
poses. 

S. RES. 98 
At the request of Mrs. BLACKBURN, 

the name of the Senator from Con-
necticut (Mr. BLUMENTHAL) was added 
as a cosponsor of S. Res. 98, a resolu-
tion establishing the Congressional 
Gold Star Family Fellowship Program 
for the placement in offices of Senators 
of children, spouses, and siblings of 
members of the Armed Forces who are 
hostile casualties or who have died 
from a training-related injury. 

S. RES. 395 
At the request of Mr. ISAKSON, the 

name of the Senator from Texas (Mr. 
CRUZ) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
Res. 395, a resolution recognizing the 
40th anniversary of the Iran Hostage 
Crisis, and for other purposes. 

S. RES. 411 
At the request of Mr. TOOMEY, the 

name of the Senator from West Vir-
ginia (Mrs. CAPITO) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. Res. 411, a resolution af-
firming that States maintain primacy 
for the regulation of hydraulic frac-
turing for oil and natural gas produc-
tion on State and private lands, that 
the President has no authority to de-
clare a moratorium on the use of hy-
draulic fracturing on State and private 
lands, and that the President should 
not attempt to declare a moratorium 
on the use of hydraulic fracturing on 
Federal lands (including the Outer Con-
tinental Shelf) or lands held in trust 
for an Indian Tribe, unless the morato-
rium is authorized by an Act of Con-
gress. 

S. RES. 418 
At the request of Mrs. BLACKBURN, 

the name of the Senator from Ten-
nessee (Mr. ALEXANDER) was added as a 
cosponsor of S. Res. 418, a resolution 
expressing the sense of the Senate re-
garding the Government of Turkey’s 
crackdown on dissent related to its in-
cursion into northeast Syria, and 
broader human rights violations. 

S. RES. 420 
At the request of Mr. BROWN, the 

name of the Senator from Minnesota 
(Ms. KLOBUCHAR) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. Res. 420, a resolution en-
couraging the President to expand the 
list of the Department of Veterans Af-
fairs of presumptive medical conditions 
associated with exposure to Agent Or-
ange to include Parkinsonism, bladder 
cancer, hypertension, and 
hypothyroidism. 

S. RES. 429 
At the request of Mr. DURBIN, his 

name was added as a cosponsor of S. 

Res. 429, a resolution recognizing the 
importance of the Civil Rights Act of 
1866 and the laws derived from the Civil 
Rights Act of 1866. 

f 

STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED 
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS 

By Mr. DURBIN (for himself and 
Ms. DUCKWORTH): 

S. 2896. A bill to establish the Pull-
man National Historical Park in the 
State of Illinois as a unit of the Na-
tional Park System, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Energy and 
Natural Resources. 

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the text of the 
bill be printed in the RECORD. 

There being no objection, the text of 
the bill was ordered to be printed in 
the RECORD, as follows: 

S. 2896 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Pullman Na-
tional Historical Park Act’’. 
SEC. 2. FINDINGS. 

Congress finds that— 
(1) in 1970, the Secretary of the Interior 

designated the Pullman Historic District as 
a National Historic Landmark District be-
cause of— 

(A) the significance of the District to the 
labor history, social history, architecture, 
and urban planning of the United States; and 

(B) the pivotal role of events in the Dis-
trict in creating the first national Labor Day 
holiday in the world; 

(2) between 1880 and 1884, George M. Pull-
man, owner of the Pullman Palace Car Com-
pany, built the Pullman community, which 
was envisioned by Pullman as an industrial 
town that would provide employees with— 

(A) a model community; and 
(B) suitable living conditions; 
(3) the town developed by George M. Pull-

man, which consisted of over 1,000 buildings 
and homes, was awarded ‘‘The World’s Most 
Perfect Town’’ at the International Hygienic 
and Pharmaceutical Exposition in 1896; 

(4) the Pullman factory site is a true sym-
bol of the historic struggle in the United 
States to achieve fair labor practices for the 
working class, with the original factory serv-
ing as the catalyst for the first industry- 
wide strike in the United States; 

(5) in the midst of economic depression in 
1894, to protest unsafe conditions and reduc-
tions in pay, Pullman factory workers initi-
ated a strike that— 

(A) when taken up as a cause by the Amer-
ican Railway Union, crippled the entire rail 
industry; 

(B) continued even in the face of a Federal 
injunction and a showdown between laborers 
and Federal troops that turned violent and 
deadly; and 

(C) set a national example for the ability of 
working people in the United States to 
change the existing system in favor of more 
just practices for protecting workers rights 
and safety; 

(6) following the deaths of a number of 
workers at the hands of the United States 
military and United States Marshals during 
the 1894 strike, Congress unanimously voted 
to approve rush legislation that created a 
national Labor Day holiday, which was 
signed into law by President Grover Cleve-
land 6 days after the end of the strike; 

(7) the Pullman Palace Car Company also 
played an important role in African-Amer-

ican and early civil rights history through 
the legacy of the Pullman porters, many of 
whom were ex-slaves and employed in a 
heavily discriminatory environment imme-
diately following the Civil War; 

(8) the Pullman porters, who served dili-
gently between the 1870s and the 1960s, have 
been commended for— 

(A) their level of service and attention to 
detail; and 

(B) their contributions to the development 
of the African-American middle class; 

(9) the information, ideas, and commerce 
the Pullman porters carried across the coun-
try while traveling on trains helped to bring 
education and wealth to African-American 
communities throughout the United States; 

(10) the positive role of the Pullman por-
ters in the historical image of the first-class 
service that was made available on Pullman 
cars is unmistakable; 

(11) the Pullman community was the sem-
inal home to the Brotherhood of Sleeping 
Car Porters, which— 

(A) was founded by civil rights pioneer A. 
Philip Randolph in 1925; 

(B) was the first African-American labor 
union with a collective bargaining agree-
ment; 

(C) fought— 
(i) against discrimination; and 
(ii) in support of just labor practices; and 
(D) helped lay the groundwork for what be-

came the great Civil Rights Movement of the 
20th Century; 

(12) the Pullman community is— 
(A) a paramount illustration of the work of 

architect Solon Spencer Beman; 
(B) a well-preserved example of 19th Cen-

tury community planning, architecture, and 
landscape design; and 

(C) comprised of a number of historic 
structures, including the Administration 
Clock Tower Building, Hotel Florence, 
Greenstone Church, Market Square, and hun-
dreds of units of rowhouses built for Pullman 
workers; 

(13) the preservation of the Pullman site 
has been threatened by— 

(A) plans for demolition in 1960; and 
(B) a fire in 1998, which damaged the iconic 

clock tower and the rear erecting shops; 
(14) the diligent efforts of community orga-

nizations, foundations, nonprofit organiza-
tions, residents, the State, and units of local 
government in the restoration and preserva-
tion of the District after the 1998 fire were 
vital to the protection of the Pullman site; 

(15) due to the historic and architectural 
significance of the District, the District is 
designated as— 

(A) a registered National Historic Land-
mark District; 

(B) an Illinois State Landmark; and 
(C) a City of Chicago Landmark District; 

and 
(16) the preservation, enhancement, eco-

nomic, and tourism potential and manage-
ment of the important historic and architec-
tural resources of the Park requires coopera-
tion and partnerships from among local 
property owners, the Federal Government, 
the State, units of local government, the pri-
vate and nonprofit sectors, and the more 
than 100 civic organizations that have ex-
pressed support for community preservation 
through the establishment of the Pullman 
National Historical Park. 
SEC. 3. DEFINITIONS. 

In this Act: 
(1) PARK.—The term ‘‘Park’’ means the 

Pullman National Historical Park estab-
lished by section 4(a). 

(2) SECRETARY.—The term ‘‘Secretary’’ 
means the Secretary of the Interior. 

(3) STATE.—The term ‘‘State’’ means the 
State of Illinois. 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 03:18 Nov 20, 2019 Jkt 099060 PO 00000 Frm 00042 Fmt 0624 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\A19NO6.016 S19NOPT1S
sp

en
ce

r 
on

 D
S

K
B

B
X

C
H

B
2P

R
O

D
 w

ith
 S

E
N

A
T

E



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE S6673 November 19, 2019 
SEC. 4. ESTABLISHMENT OF PULLMAN NATIONAL 

HISTORICAL PARK. 
(a) ESTABLISHMENT AND PURPOSE.—There is 

established in the State a unit of the Na-
tional Park System, to be known as the 
‘‘Pullman National Historical Park’’— 

(1) to preserve and interpret for the benefit 
of future generations— 

(A) the significant labor, industrial, civil 
rights, and social history of the Park; 

(B) the significant architectural structures 
in the Park; and 

(C) the role of the Pullman community in 
the creation of the first national Labor Day 
holiday in the world; 

(2) to coordinate preservation, protection, 
and interpretation efforts of the Park by the 
Federal Government, the State, units of 
local government, and private and nonprofit 
organizations; and 

(3) to coordinate appropriate management 
options necessary to ensure the protection, 
preservation, and interpretation of the many 
significant aspects of the Park. 

(b) PARK BOUNDARY.—The boundary of the 
Park— 

(1) shall be established by the Secretary; 
but 

(2) shall not exceed the boundary of the ap-
proximately 300-acre Pullman Historic Dis-
trict in Chicago, which is between— 

(A) 103rd Street on the north; 
(B) 115th Street on the south; 
(C) Cottage Grove Avenue on the west; and 
(D) the Norfolk & Western Rail Line on the 

east. 
(c) INCLUSION OF HISTORIC SITES.—On con-

veyance by the State to the Secretary, the 
Park shall include— 

(1) the Pullman Factory Complex, includ-
ing the Clock Tower Building and rear erect-
ing shops; and 

(2) the approximately 13 acres of land on 
which the structures described in paragraph 
(1) are located. 
SEC. 5. ADMINISTRATION. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall ad-
minister land within the boundary of the 
Park in accordance with— 

(1) this Act; and 
(2) the laws generally applicable to units of 

the National Park System, including— 
(A) section 100101(a), chapter 1003, and sec-

tions 100751(a), 100752, 100753, and 102101 of 
title 54, United States Code; and 

(B) chapter 3201 of title 54, United States 
Code. 

(b) COOPERATIVE AGREEMENTS.—The Sec-
retary may enter into cooperative agree-
ments with the State or other public and 
nonpublic entities, under which the Sec-
retary may identify, interpret, and provide 
assistance for the preservation of non-Fed-
eral land within the boundaries of the Park 
and at sites in close proximity to the Park 
but located outside the boundaries of the 
Park, including providing for placement of 
directional and interpretive signage, exhib-
its, and technology-based interpretive de-
vices. 

(c) ACQUISITION OF LAND.—The Secretary 
may acquire for inclusion in the Park any 
land (including interests in land), buildings, 
or structures owned by the State or any 
other political, private, or nonprofit entity 
by donation, transfer, exchange, or purchase 
from a willing seller. 

(d) TECHNICAL AND PRESERVATION ASSIST-
ANCE.—The Secretary may provide public in-
terpretation and technical assistance for the 
preservation of historic structures of, the 
maintenance of the cultural landscape of, 
and local preservation planning for, related 
historic and cultural resources within the 
boundaries of the Park. 

(e) MANAGEMENT PLAN.—Not later than 3 
fiscal years after the date on which funds are 
first made available to carry out this Act, 

the Secretary, in consultation with the 
State, shall complete a general management 
plan for the Park in accordance with— 

(1) section 100502 of title 54, United States 
Code; and 

(2) any other applicable laws. 
(f) EFFECT.—Nothing in this Act modifies 

any authority of the Federal Government to 
carry out Federal laws on Federal land lo-
cated in the Park. 
SEC. 6. AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS. 

There are authorized to be appropriated 
such sums as are necessary to carry out this 
Act. 

By Ms. COLLINS (for herself and 
Mrs. SHAHEEN): 

S. 2901. A bill to establish within the 
Office of the Secretary of Health and 
Human Services a special task force on 
ensuring Medicare beneficiary access 
to innovative diabetes technologies 
and services; to the Committee on Fi-
nance. 

Ms. COLLINS. Mr. President, I rise 
today to introduce legislation with my 
fellow co-chair of the Senate Diabetes 
Caucus, Senator JEANNE SHAHEEN, 
which would improve access to innova-
tive diabetes technologies. Our bill, the 
Improving Medicare Beneficiary Access 
to Innovative Diabetes Technologies 
Act, would create a special task force 
at the Department of Health and 
Human Services to examine and ad-
dress barriers that seniors face in ac-
cessing the latest diabetes manage-
ment technologies. 

Since I founded the bipartisan Senate 
Diabetes Caucus in 1997 Federal fund-
ing for diabetes research has tripled 
from $319 million to more than $1 bil-
lion last year, and these research dol-
lars are yielding results. This past 
summer, the Aging Committee held a 
hearing in conjunction with the Juve-
nile Diabetes Research Foundation’s 
Children’s Congress titled ‘‘Redefining 
Reality: How the Special Diabetes Pro-
gram is Changing the Lives of Ameri-
cans with Type 1 Diabetes.’’ We heard 
compelling testimony from Dr. Griffin 
P. Rodgers, Director of the National 
Institute of Diabetes and Digestive and 
Kidney Diseases, and JDRF President 
and CEO Dr. Aaron Kowalski on the 
pipeline from private-public research 
to commercially available products. 

New diabetes technologies—such as 
the artificial pancreas and implantable 
continuous glucose monitoring sys-
tems—allow diabetes patients to better 
manage and improve glycemic control, 
assess needed therapy on a timely 
basis, and adhere to treatment regi-
mens. These technological advances 
make diabetes easier to manage. The 
market arrival of cutting-edge diabetes 
technologies, however, does not imme-
diately benefit patients if our nation’s 
seniors are unable to afford them. 

As Chairman of the Aging Com-
mittee, I have heard from numerous 
seniors who, when transitioning from 
employer-provided insurance to Medi-
care, were shocked to learn that the 
technologies they have relied upon for 
years to manage their diabetes are no 
longer covered. For example, one Main-
er was unfortunately met with the re-

ality that Medicare’s coverage denial 
of a particular sensor he needs for his 
insulin pump means paying up to $8,000 
out-of-pocket each year if he wants to 
continue with his current treatment 
regimen. He wrote, ‘‘Because I am now 
65, I am denied care that was available 
when I was 64.’’ He continued, ‘‘This 
approach not only puts me at risk but 
is quite likely not cost effective. While 
the sensors are expensive, the cost of 
ambulance calls and hospitalizations 
. . . is certainly more.’’ 

I couldn’t agree more. To better sup-
port adoption of these technologies, 
our bill would require HHS to create a 
special task force on coverage and pay-
ment for innovative diabetes tech-
nologies that would bring all stake-
holders—from patients to device manu-
facturers to government officials who 
are making coverage decisions—to the 
same table. The Task Force would 
identify and plan for changes in Medi-
care coverage and payment policies to 
ensure that Medicare beneficiaries 
have access to innovative diabetes 
technologies that are currently avail-
able, as well as those that are in the 
pipeline. The Task Force would also be 
tasked with developing strategies for 
supporting adoption of these tech-
nologies. 

This effort builds on my past advo-
cacy with Senator SHAHEEN to improve 
the day-to-day life of individuals with 
diabetes by improving coverage of in-
novative diabetes technologies. In Jan-
uary 2017, in response to our bipartisan 
effort, CMS first approved the use of 
continuous glucose monitors (CGMs). 
We also successfully urged CMS last 
year to support the use of smartphone 
apps in conjunction with CGMs. These 
proven, lifesaving devices are relied 
upon by people with diabetes to provide 
them with real-time measurements of 
their glucose levels. This information 
is key to preventing costly—and some-
times deadly—diabetes complications. 

While I am pleased our advocacy has 
helped spur these policy changes, I re-
main frustrated with the pace at which 
Medicare lags behind commercial in-
surers. Greater adoption of new diabe-
tes technologies can literally change 
our country’s future with regard to ad-
dressing the explosive growth in the fi-
nancial and human tolls of diabetes. 
Diabetes accounts for an exorbitant 
one in three dollars in Medicare spend-
ing. It is paramount that we encourage 
HHS to adopt a more cost-effective ap-
proach to treating this chronic disease 
that affects more than 30 million 
Americans. 

The Improving Medicare Beneficiary 
Access to Innovative Diabetes Tech-
nologies Act encourages a proactive ap-
proach to diabetes technology coverage 
and payment, and I encourage my col-
leagues to support its adoption. 

Thank you, Mr. President. 
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SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS 

SENATE RESOLUTION 430—DESIG-
NATING DECEMBER 10, 2019, AS 
‘‘WYOMING WOMEN’S SUFFRAGE 
DAY’’ 
Mr. ENZI (for himself and Mr. BAR-

RASSO) submitted the following resolu-
tion; which was considered and agreed 
to: 

S. RES. 430 
Whereas the epithets for the State of Wyo-

ming are the ‘‘Cowboy State’’ and, more 
aptly, the ‘‘Equality State’’; 

Whereas the official State motto of Wyo-
ming is ‘‘Equal Rights’’; 

Whereas, at the founding of the United 
States, the inherent right of women to vote 
and participate in the political process was 
inhibited; 

Whereas the contributions of women to the 
fight for the independence, founding, and rise 
to prominence of the United States were ex-
tensive, vital to those objectives, and worthy 
of recognition; 

Whereas women, like all persons, have al-
ways inherently held the right to vote and 
participate in government; 

Whereas, on December 10, 1869, the Wyo-
ming Territory approved the first law in the 
history of the United States to grant women 
the right to vote and hold public office; 

Whereas, in 1869, the Territorial Legisla-
ture of the Wyoming Territory also passed 
legislation formally enabling women to hold 
property and assuring equal pay for teachers; 

Whereas the government of the Wyoming 
Territory was the first government to explic-
itly acknowledge and affirm the inherent 
right of women to vote and to hold office; 

Whereas the Wyoming Territory granted 
women the right to vote more than 20 years 
before Wyoming became the 44th State ad-
mitted to the Union; 

Whereas, when Congress invited Wyoming 
to join the Union and demanded that wom-
en’s suffrage be revoked, the Wyoming Legis-
lature said, ‘‘We will remain out of the 
Union one hundred years rather than come 
in without the women’’; 

Whereas, on September 6, 1870, Louisa 
Gardner Swain became the first woman in 
the world to cast a ballot after being granted 
universal suffrage in Wyoming; 

Whereas the right of women to vote in Wy-
oming has been maintained in perpetuity; 

Whereas, on March 7, 1870, in Laramie, Wy-
oming, the first jury in the United States to 
include women was sworn in; 

Whereas, in 1870, Mary Atkinson served as 
the first female court bailiff in Laramie, Wy-
oming; 

Whereas Esther Hobart Morris was ap-
pointed to serve as justice of the peace in 
February 1870, making her the first woman 
to serve as a judge in the United States; 

Whereas, in 1892, the women of Wyoming 
became the first women to vote in a presi-
dential election; 

Whereas, in 1894, the people of Wyoming 
elected Estelle Reel to serve as the State su-
perintendent of public instruction, making 
her one of the first women in the United 
States elected to serve in a statewide office; 

Whereas, in 1920, the residents of the town 
of Jackson, Wyoming, elected a city council 
composed entirely of women, the first all- 
women government in the United States, 
which was dubbed the ‘‘petticoat govern-
ment’’ by the press; 

Whereas, in 1924, Wyoming became the 
first state to elect a female governor, Nellie 
Tayloe Ross; 

Whereas, on May 3, 1933, President Frank-
lin D. Roosevelt appointed Nellie Tayloe 

Ross as Director of the United States Mint, 
making Ross the first woman to hold that 
position; 

Whereas, as Director of the United States 
Mint, Nellie Tayloe Ross oversaw the estab-
lishment of the Franklin half dollar and the 
beginning of the production of proof coins for 
public sale; 

Whereas the United States did not endorse 
women’s suffrage until 1920, with the ratifi-
cation of the 19th Amendment to the Con-
stitution of the United States, 50 years after 
Wyoming; 

Whereas the decision of the people of Wyo-
ming to endorse women’s suffrage dem-
onstrates the foresight, bravery, individ-
ualism, and honesty of the citizens of Wyo-
ming and the staunch adherence of the citi-
zens of Wyoming to the storied ‘‘Code of the 
West’’; 

Whereas achieving voting rights for all 
women required firm and continuing resolve 
to overcome reluctance, and even fervent op-
position, to rightful enfranchisement; 

Whereas the milestones of women’s suf-
frage in Wyoming illuminate and strengthen 
the heritage of Wyoming as the ‘‘Equality 
State’’; 

Whereas December 10, 2019, marks the 
150th anniversary of the date on which wom-
en’s suffrage became law in Wyoming; and 

Whereas the ongoing contributions made 
by women to Wyoming and the United States 
should be recognized: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) designates December 10, 2019, as ‘‘Wyo-

ming Women’s Suffrage Day’’; and 
(2) encourages the people of the United 

States to observe the day with appropriate 
ceremonies and activities. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 431—SUP-
PORTING THE GOALS AND 
IDEALS OF AMERICAN DIABETES 
MONTH 
Mrs. SHAHEEN (for herself, Ms. COL-

LINS, Mr. LANKFORD, Mr. KING, Mr. 
ROUNDS, Mr. JONES, Ms. CANTWELL, Mr. 
VAN HOLLEN, Ms. SMITH, Ms. STABE-
NOW, Mr. BROWN, Mr. PETERS, Ms. KLO-
BUCHAR, Mr. WARNER, Mr. MANCHIN, 
and Mr. COONS) submitted the fol-
lowing resolution; which was consid-
ered and agreed to: 

S. RES. 431 

Whereas, according to the Centers for Dis-
ease Control and Prevention (referred to in 
this preamble as the ‘‘CDC’’)— 

(1) 30,300,000 individuals in the United 
States have diabetes; and 

(2) an estimated 84,100,000 individuals in 
the United States who are 18 years of age or 
older have prediabetes; 

Whereas diabetes is a serious chronic con-
dition that affects individuals of every age, 
race, ethnicity, and income level; 

Whereas the CDC reports that— 
(1) Hispanic Americans, African Ameri-

cans, Asian Americans, and Native Ameri-
cans are disproportionately affected by dia-
betes and suffer from the disease at much 
higher rates than the general population of 
the United States; and 

(2) 23.8 percent of individuals with diabetes 
in the United States have not been diagnosed 
with the disease; 

Whereas, according to the CDC— 
(1) an individual who is 20 years of age or 

older is diagnosed with diabetes every 21 sec-
onds; 

(2) the prevalence of diabetes in the United 
States increased more than threefold be-
tween 1990 and 2015; and 

(3) in 2015, diabetes was the seventh leading 
cause of death in the United States and con-

tributed to the deaths of more than 252,806 
individuals during that year; 

Whereas approximately 4,110 adults in the 
United States are diagnosed with diabetes 
each day; 

Whereas the CDC estimates that approxi-
mately 1,500,000 adults in the United States 
were newly diagnosed with diabetes in 2015; 

Whereas a joint study carried out by the 
National Institutes of Health and the CDC 
found that, in the United States during 2011 
and 2012— 

(1) an estimated 17,900 individuals younger 
than 20 years of age were newly diagnosed 
with type 1 diabetes; and 

(2) 5,300 individuals between the ages of 10 
and 19 were newly diagnosed with type 2 dia-
betes; 

Whereas, in the United States, more than 
9.4 percent of the population, including 25.2 
percent of individuals who are 65 years of age 
or older, have diabetes; 

Whereas the risk of developing diabetes at 
some point in life is 40 percent for adults in 
the United States; 

Whereas, after accounting for the dif-
ference of the average age of each popu-
lation, data surveying adults in the United 
States between 2013 and 2015 indicates that 
7.4 percent of non-Hispanic Whites, 12.7 per-
cent of non-Hispanic Blacks, 12.1 percent of 
Hispanics, and 8 percent of Asian Americans 
have been diagnosed with diabetes; 

Whereas, according to the American Diabe-
tes Association, the United States spent an 
estimated $327,000,000,000 on cases of diag-
nosed diabetes in 2017, an increase of 26 per-
cent since 2012, and out-of-pocket costs for 
insulin have grown significantly in recent 
years for many patients; 

Whereas the American Diabetes Associa-
tion reports that care for people with diag-
nosed diabetes accounts for 1 in 4 health care 
dollars spent in the United States; 

Whereas, as of November 2019, a cure for di-
abetes does not exist; 

Whereas there are successful means to re-
duce the incidence, and delay the onset, of 
type 2 diabetes; 

Whereas, with proper management and 
treatment, individuals with diabetes live 
healthy and productive lives; and 

Whereas individuals in the United States 
celebrate American Diabetes Month in No-
vember: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) supports the goals and ideals of Amer-

ican Diabetes Month, including— 
(A) encouraging individuals in the United 

States to fight diabetes through public 
awareness of prevention and treatment op-
tions; and 

(B) enhancing diabetes education; 
(2) recognizes the importance of awareness 

and early detection, including awareness of 
symptoms and risk factors such as— 

(A) being— 
(i) older than 45 years of age; or 
(ii) overweight; and 
(B) having— 
(i) a particular racial and ethnic back-

ground; 
(ii) a low level of physical activity; 
(iii) high blood pressure; 
(iv) a family history of diabetes; or 
(v) a history of diabetes during pregnancy; 

and 
(3) supports decreasing the prevalence of 

type 1, type 2, and gestational diabetes in 
the United States through research, treat-
ment, and prevention. 
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SENATE RESOLUTION 432—DESIG-

NATING NOVEMBER 2019 AS ‘‘NA-
TIONAL COLLEGE APPLICATION 
MONTH’’ 
Mr. COONS (for himself, Mr. SCOTT of 

South Carolina, Mr. CARPER, and Ms. 
ERNST) submitted the following resolu-
tion; which was considered and agreed 
to: 

S. RES. 432 
Whereas equality of opportunity for all 

people is one of the noblest aspirations of the 
United States; 

Whereas the National Center for Education 
Statistics reports that the employment rate 
for young adults with a bachelor’s degree 
and the employment rate for young adults 
whose highest credential is a high school di-
ploma differ by 14 percentage points; 

Whereas a 2015 study by Georgetown Uni-
versity identified that the average lifetime 
earnings gap between college graduates and 
individuals with only a high school diploma 
is $1,000,000; 

Whereas the Pew Economic Mobility 
Project finds that whether a child born in 
the lowest income quintile obtains a 4-year 
degree or higher credential is associated 
with— 

(1) an approximately 70 percent difference 
in the probability of that child earning an 
income outside the lowest income quintile; 
and 

(2) a threefold difference in the probability 
of that child going on to earn an income in 
the highest income quintile; 

Whereas the Education Commission of the 
States highlights that the number of non-
traditional students at colleges and univer-
sities is expected to rise 65 percent faster 
than the number of traditional students dur-
ing the 15-year period ending in 2024; 

Whereas the Bureau of Labor Statistics re-
ports that approximately 31 percent of high 
school graduates in 2018 did not matriculate 
to an institution of higher education the fol-
lowing fall semester, representing little 
change in the college enrollment of new high 
school graduates from the prior year; 

Whereas the Bureau of Labor Statistics 
also reports that the unemployment rate for 
recent high school graduates not enrolled in 
college in the fall semester of 2018 was 18.6 
percent, significantly higher than the na-
tional unemployment rate; 

Whereas many secondary students struggle 
to identify and assess postsecondary options 
due to a number of factors, including insuffi-
cient information on programmatic out-
comes and difficulties in accessing effective 
or consistent counseling services and re-
sources; 

Whereas the complexity of financial aid 
systems and processes, rising college costs, 
and a shortage of effective financial edu-
cation and literacy programs can serve as 
additional deterrents or barriers for students 
and families as they assess the viability of 
higher education programs as a postsec-
ondary option; 

Whereas the United States built a thriving 
middle class in part by nurturing the poten-
tial for colleges and universities to provide 
avenues to economic opportunity; 

Whereas the data on the benefits of higher 
education demonstrate that, in spite of ongo-
ing barriers to access and student success, 
colleges and universities can still provide 
pathways to economic opportunity; and 

Whereas completion of the Free Applica-
tion for Federal Student Aid is one of the 
best predictors of future college enrollment, 
as high school seniors who complete the 
form are 63 percent more likely to begin 
postsecondary education: Now, therefore, be 
it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) designates November 2019 as ‘‘National 

College Application Month’’; 
(2) encourages the people of the United 

States to— 
(A) evaluate options for pursuing higher 

education; 
(B) submit a Free Application for Federal 

Student Aid to understand college financing 
opportunities; and 

(C) support every student, regardless of the 
background or resources of the student, in 
obtaining the skills and knowledge needed to 
thrive; 

(3) supports efforts to better assist low-in-
come and first generation students through-
out the financial aid and college application 
process; 

(4) urges public officials, educators, par-
ents, students, and communities in the 
United States to observe National College 
Application Month with appropriate activi-
ties and programs designed to encourage stu-
dents to consider, research, and apply to col-
lege and for financial aid; and 

(5) commends teachers, counselors, men-
tors, and parents who support students 
throughout the college application process, 
as well as the organizations and institutions 
partnering to eliminate barriers to higher 
education. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 433—DESIG-
NATING FEBRUARY 1, 2020, AS 
‘‘BLUE STAR MOTHER’S DAY’’ 

Mr. PETERS (for himself and Ms. 
ERNST) submitted the following resolu-
tion; which was considered and agreed 
to: 

S. RES. 433 

Whereas, on January 22, 1942, in the midst 
of the Second World War, United States 
Army Captain George Maines ran an adver-
tisement in the Flint News Observer calling 
for mothers of members of the Armed Forces 
to meet; 

Whereas, on February 1, 1942, 300 mothers 
of members of the Armed Forces held their 
first meeting at the Durant Hotel in Flint, 
Michigan, and February 1, 2020, is the 78th 
anniversary of that meeting; 

Whereas, on July 14, 1960, the Blue Star 
Mothers of America, Inc., received its char-
ter from Congress; 

Whereas Blue Star Mothers make enor-
mous sacrifices while their sons and daugh-
ters are providing for the defense of the 
United States; 

Whereas Blue Star Mothers pack and ship 
thousands of care packages every year to 
members of the Armed Forces deployed over-
seas, volunteer to help homeless veterans, 
provide support for wounded warriors, visit 
with hospitalized veterans, honor fallen he-
roes during funeral services, and offer a com-
passionate community for the mothers of 
men and women of the Armed Forces serving 
in harm’s way; 

Whereas Blue Star Mothers promote the 
values of the United States, demonstrate a 
patriotic spirit, and advance a national sense 
of pride and appreciation for the men and 
women of the Armed Forces; and 

Whereas there are 198 active chapters of 
the Blue Star Mothers of America, Inc., 
throughout the United States representing 
thousands of military families: Now, there-
fore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) designates February 1, 2020, as ‘‘Blue 

Star Mother’s Day’’; 
(2) honors and recognizes— 
(A) the contributions of the members of 

the Blue Star Mothers of America, Inc.; and 

(B) the important role Blue Star Mothers 
play in supporting each other and members 
and veterans of the Armed Forces; and 

(3) encourages the people of the United 
States— 

(A) to observe Blue Star Mother’s Day; and 
(B) to support the work of local chapters of 

the Blue Star Mothers of America, Inc. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 434—HON-
ORING THE LIFE OF NICHOLAS 
ANTHONY BUONICONTI 
Mr. RUBIO (for himself, Ms. WARREN, 

Mr. MARKEY, and Mr. SCOTT of Florida) 
submitted the following resolution; 
which was considered and agreed to: 

S. RES. 434 

Whereas Nicholas Anthony Buoniconti (re-
ferred to in this preamble as ‘‘Nick 
Buoniconti’’) passed away at his home in 
Bridgehampton, New York, on July 30, 2019; 

Whereas Nick Buoniconti was born on De-
cember 15, 1940, in Springfield, Massachu-
setts; 

Whereas the parents of Nick Buoniconti, 
Nicholas Buoniconti Sr. and Pasqualina 
(Mercolino) Buoniconti, contributed greatly 
to the Springfield community and ran an 
Italian bakery named Mercolino’s in the 
South End neighborhood of the city; 

Whereas the brother of Nick Buoniconti, 
Peter Buoniconti, remembers him as the best 
athlete and the smartest and toughest kid in 
the South End; 

Whereas Nick Buoniconti played guard on 
offense and linebacker on defense for the 
football team of the University of Notre 
Dame and graduated from the university in 
1962; 

Whereas Nick Buoniconti was chosen in 
the 13th round of the 1962 American Football 
League (referred to in this preamble as the 
‘‘AFL’’) draft by the Boston Patriots; 

Whereas Nick Buoniconti played for the 
Patriots from 1962 until 1968; 

Whereas Nick Buoniconti appeared in 5 
AFL All-Star games and made 24 intercep-
tions during his time with the Patriots; 

Whereas, in 1968, Nick Buoniconti earned 
his juris doctor from Suffolk University Law 
School in Boston and was a member of both 
the Florida Bar and the Massachusetts Bar; 

Whereas, in 1969, Nick Buoniconti was 
traded to the Miami Dolphins, for whom he 
played until 1976; 

Whereas Nick Buoniconti was the captain 
of the back-to-back Super Bowl Champion-
ship teams of the Dolphins, including the 
undefeated 1972 team; 

Whereas Nick Buoniconti earned the Most 
Valuable Player title of the Dolphins 3 times 
during his career with the team; 

Whereas, in 7 seasons with the Dolphins, 
Nick Buoniconti earned 3 Pro Bowl berths 
and advanced to 3 straight Super Bowl ap-
pearances, winning 2 of them; 

Whereas Nick Buoniconti was inducted 
into the National Football League (referred 
to in this preamble as the ‘‘NFL’’) Pro Foot-
ball Hall of Fame in 2001 for his years as a 
middle linebacker with the Patriots and the 
Dolphins; 

Whereas Nick Buoniconti served as an 
agent to professional athletes and, for 23 sea-
sons, co-hosted the weekly sports show ‘‘In-
side the NFL’’; 

Whereas, on September 8, 2019, the Dol-
phins honored the passing of Nick 
Buoniconti by wearing a helmet sticker with 
his initials, ‘‘NAB’’, during the regular sea-
son opener of the team; 

Whereas current NFL commissioner Roger 
Goodell praised Nick Buoniconti for his grit, 
fearlessness, and skill while playing with the 
Patriots and the Dolphins; 
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Whereas Nick Buoniconti consistently ad-

vocated and fought for the health and safety 
of other NFL players; 

Whereas, in 1985, the beloved son of Nick 
Buoniconti, Marc Buoniconti, became a 
quadriplegic after suffering a spinal cord in-
jury while playing college football; 

Whereas Nick and Marc Buoniconti were 
among the co-founders of the Miami Project 
to Cure Paralysis at the University of Miami 
Miller School of Medicine, a leading research 
center for spinal cord and brain injuries; 

Whereas Nick Buoniconti founded The 
Buoniconti Fund, which has raised more 
than $500,000,000 to fund the mission of the 
Miami Project to find a cure for paralysis re-
sulting from spinal cord injury; 

Whereas Nick Buoniconti donated his brain 
to the Chronic Traumatic Encephalopathy 
(referred to in this preamble as ‘‘CTE’’) Cen-
ter of Boston University and the Concussion 
Legacy Foundation; 

Whereas, upon making the decision to do-
nate his brain, Nick Buoniconti expressed his 
hope for a better understanding of the long- 
term effects of CTE and other brain injuries 
that impact thousands of individuals each 
year; and 

Whereas Nick Buoniconti served on the 
Board of Trustees of the University of Miami 
for 27 years and received the Man of the Year 
‘‘Helping Hands Award’’ from the Miller 
School of Medicine: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) extends its heartfelt sympathies to the 

family, friends, and teammates of Nicholas 
Anthony Buoniconti (referred to in this re-
solving clause as ‘‘Nicholas Buoniconti’’); 

(2) honors the life and legacy of Nicholas 
Buoniconti; and 

(3) expresses appreciation for the fight of 
Nicholas Buoniconti both on and off the 
field. 

f 

AMENDMENTS SUBMITTED AND 
PROPOSED 

SA 1246. Mr. RUBIO proposed an amend-
ment to the bill S. 1838, to amend the Hong 
Kong Policy Act of 1992, and for other pur-
poses. 

SA 1247. Mr. MERKLEY proposed an 
amendment to the bill S. 2710, to prohibit 
the commercial export of covered munitions 
items to the Hong Kong Police Force. 

SA 1248. Mr. MERKLEY proposed an 
amendment to the bill S. 2710, supra. 

f 

TEXT OF AMENDMENTS 
SA 1246. Mr. RUBIO proposed an 

amendment to the bill S. 1838, to 
amend the Hong Kong Policy Act of 
1992, and for other purposes; as follows: 

Strike all after the enacting clause and in-
sert the following: 

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE; TABLE OF CONTENTS. 
(a) SHORT TITLE.—This Act may be cited as 

the ‘‘Hong Kong Human Rights and Democ-
racy Act of 2019’’. 

(b) TABLE OF CONTENTS.—The table of con-
tents for this Act is as follows: 
Sec. 1. Short title; table of contents. 
Sec. 2. Definitions. 
Sec. 3. Statement of policy. 
Sec. 4. Amendments to the United States- 

Hong Kong Policy Act of 1992. 
Sec. 5. Annual report on violations of United 

States export control laws and 
United Nations sanctions oc-
curring in Hong Kong. 

Sec. 6. Protecting United States citizens and 
others from rendition to the 
People’s Republic of China. 

Sec. 7. Sanctions relating to undermining 
fundamental freedoms and au-
tonomy in Hong Kong. 

Sec. 8. Sanctions reports. 
Sec. 9. Sense of Congress on People’s Repub-

lic of China state-controlled 
media. 

Sec. 10. Sense of Congress on commercial ex-
ports of crowd control equip-
ment to Hong Kong. 

SEC. 2. DEFINITIONS. 
In this Act: 
(1) APPROPRIATE CONGRESSIONAL COMMIT-

TEES.—The term ‘‘appropriate congressional 
committees’’ means— 

(A) the Committee on Foreign Relations of 
the Senate; 

(B) the Committee on Armed Services of 
the Senate; 

(C) the Committee on Banking, Housing, 
and Urban Affairs of the Senate; 

(D) the Committee on Homeland Security 
and Governmental Affairs of the Senate; 

(E) the Committee on the Judiciary of the 
Senate; 

(F) the Committee on Foreign Affairs of 
the House of Representatives; 

(G) the Committee on Armed Services of 
the House of Representatives; 

(H) the Committee on Financial Services 
of the House of Representatives; 

(I) the Committee on Homeland Security 
of the House of Representatives; and 

(J) the Committee on the Judiciary of the 
House of Representatives. 

(2) SOCIAL CREDIT SYSTEM.—The term ‘‘so-
cial credit system’’ means a system proposed 
by the Government of the People’s Republic 
of China and scheduled for implementation 
by 2020, which would— 

(A) use existing financial credit systems, 
public records, online activity, and other 
tools of surveillance to aggregate data on 
every Chinese citizen and business; and 

(B) use such data to monitor, shape, and 
rate certain financial, social, religious, or 
political behaviors. 

(3) UNITED STATES PERSON.—The term 
‘‘United States person’’ means— 

(A) a United States citizen; 
(B) a lawfully admitted permanent resi-

dent of the United States; or 
(C) an entity organized under the laws of— 
(i) the United States; or 
(ii) any jurisdiction within the United 

States, including a foreign branch of such an 
entity. 
SEC. 3. STATEMENT OF POLICY. 

It is the policy of the United States— 
(1) to reaffirm the principles and objectives 

set forth in the United States-Hong Kong 
Policy Act of 1992 (Public Law 102–383), 
namely that— 

(A) the United States has ‘‘a strong inter-
est in the continued vitality, prosperity, and 
stability of Hong Kong’’; 

(B) ‘‘[s]upport for democratization is a fun-
damental principle of United States foreign 
policy’’ and therefore ‘‘naturally applies to 
United States policy toward Hong Kong’’; 

(C) ‘‘the human rights of the people of 
Hong Kong are of great importance to the 
United States and are directly relevant to 
United States interests in Hong Kong [and] 
serve as a basis for Hong Kong’s continued 
economic prosperity’’; and 

(D) Hong Kong must remain sufficiently 
autonomous from the People’s Republic of 
China to ‘‘justify treatment under a par-
ticular law of the United States, or any pro-
vision thereof, different from that accorded 
the People’s Republic of China’’; 

(2) to support the high degree of autonomy 
and fundamental rights and freedoms of the 
people of Hong Kong, as enumerated by— 

(A) the Joint Declaration of the Govern-
ment of the United Kingdom of Great Britain 
and Northern Ireland and the Government of 
the People’s Republic of China on the Ques-
tion of Hong Kong, done at Beijing December 

19, 1984 (referred to in this Act as the ‘‘Joint 
Declaration’’); 

(B) the International Covenant on Civil 
and Political Rights, done at New York De-
cember 19, 1966; and 

(C) the Universal Declaration of Human 
Rights, done at Paris December 10, 1948; 

(3) to support the democratic aspirations of 
the people of Hong Kong, including the ‘‘ulti-
mate aim’’ of the selection of the Chief Exec-
utive and all members of the Legislative 
Council by universal suffrage, as articulated 
in the Basic Law of the Hong Kong Special 
Administrative Region of the People’s Re-
public of China (referred to in this Act as the 
‘‘Basic Law’’); 

(4) to urge the Government of the People’s 
Republic of China to uphold its commit-
ments to Hong Kong, including allowing the 
people of Hong Kong to govern Hong Kong 
with a high degree of autonomy and without 
undue interference, and ensuring that Hong 
Kong voters freely enjoy the right to elect 
the Chief Executive and all members of the 
Hong Kong Legislative Council by universal 
suffrage; 

(5) to support the establishment of a gen-
uine democratic option to freely and fairly 
nominate and elect the Chief Executive of 
Hong Kong, and the establishment by 2020 of 
open and direct democratic elections for all 
members of the Hong Kong Legislative Coun-
cil; 

(6) to support the robust exercise by resi-
dents of Hong Kong of the rights to free 
speech, the press, and other fundamental 
freedoms, as provided by the Basic Law, the 
Joint Declaration, and the International 
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights; 

(7) to support freedom from arbitrary or 
unlawful arrest, detention, or imprisonment 
for all Hong Kong residents, as provided by 
the Basic Law, the Joint Declaration, and 
the International Covenant on Civil and Po-
litical Rights; 

(8) to draw international attention to any 
violations by the Government of the People’s 
Republic of China of the fundamental rights 
of the people of Hong Kong, as provided by 
the International Covenant on Civil and Po-
litical Rights, and any encroachment upon 
the autonomy guaranteed to Hong Kong by 
the Basic Law and the Joint Declaration; 

(9) to protect United States citizens and 
long-term permanent residents living in 
Hong Kong, as well as people visiting and 
transiting through Hong Kong; 

(10) to maintain the economic and cultural 
ties that provide significant benefits to both 
the United States and Hong Kong; and 

(11) to coordinate with allies, including the 
United Kingdom, Australia, Canada, Japan, 
and the Republic of Korea, to promote de-
mocracy and human rights in Hong Kong. 
SEC. 4. AMENDMENTS TO THE UNITED STATES- 

HONG KONG POLICY ACT OF 1992. 

(a) REPORT.—Title II of the United States- 
Hong Kong Policy Act of 1992 (22 U.S.C. 5721 
et seq.) is amended— 

(1) in section 201(b), by striking ‘‘such 
date’’ each place such term appears and in-
serting ‘‘the date of the enactment of the 
Hong Kong Human Rights and Democracy 
Act of 2019’’; and 

(2) adding at the end the following: 
‘‘SEC. 205. SECRETARY OF STATE REPORT RE-

GARDING THE AUTONOMY OF HONG 
KONG. 

‘‘(a) CERTIFICATION.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in 

subsection (b), the Secretary of State, on at 
least an annual basis, and in conjunction 
with the report required under section 301, 
shall issue a certification to Congress that— 

‘‘(A) indicates whether Hong Kong con-
tinues to warrant treatment under United 
States law in the same manner as United 
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States laws were applied to Hong Kong be-
fore July 1, 1997; 

‘‘(B) addresses— 
‘‘(i) commercial agreements; 
‘‘(ii) law enforcement cooperation, includ-

ing extradition requests; 
‘‘(iii) sanctions enforcement; 
‘‘(iv) export controls, and any other agree-

ments and forms of exchange involving dual 
use, critical, or other sensitive technologies; 

‘‘(v) any formal treaties or agreements be-
tween the United States and Hong Kong; 

‘‘(vi) other areas of bilateral cooperation 
that the Secretary determines to be rel-
evant; and 

‘‘(vii) decision-making within the Govern-
ment of Hong Kong, including executive, leg-
islative, and judicial structures, including— 

‘‘(I) freedom of assembly; 
‘‘(II) freedom of speech; 
‘‘(III) freedom of expression; and 
‘‘(IV) freedom of the press, including the 

Internet and social media; 
‘‘(viii) universal suffrage, including the ul-

timate aim of the selection of the Chief Ex-
ecutive and all members of the Legislative 
Council by universal suffrage; 

‘‘(ix) judicial independence; 
‘‘(x) police and security functions; 
‘‘(xi) education; 
‘‘(xii) laws or regulations regarding trea-

son, secession, sedition, subversion against 
the Central People’s Government of the Peo-
ple’s Republic of China, or theft of state se-
crets; 

‘‘(xiii) laws or regulations regarding for-
eign political organizations or bodies; 

‘‘(xiv) laws or regulations regarding polit-
ical organizations; and 

‘‘(xv) other rights enumerated in the Uni-
versal Declaration of Human Rights, done at 
Paris December 10, 1948, and the Inter-
national Covenant on Civil and Political 
Rights, done at New York December 19, 1966; 
and 

‘‘(C) includes— 
‘‘(i) an assessment of the degree of any ero-

sions to Hong Kong’s autonomy in each cat-
egory listed in subparagraph (B) resulting 
from actions by the Government of the Peo-
ple’s Republic of China that are inconsistent 
with its commitments under the Basic Law 
or the Joint Declaration; 

‘‘(ii) an evaluation of the specific impacts 
to any areas of cooperation between the 
United States and Hong Kong resulting from 
erosions of autonomy in Hong Kong or fail-
ures of the Government of Hong Kong to ful-
fill obligations to the United States under 
international agreements within the cat-
egories listed in subparagraph (B); and 

‘‘(iii) a list of any specific actions taken by 
the United States Government in response to 
any erosion of autonomy or failures to fulfill 
obligations to the United States under inter-
national agreements identified in this cer-
tification and the report required under sec-
tion 301. 

‘‘(2) FACTOR FOR CONSIDERATION.—In mak-
ing each certification under paragraph (1), 
the Secretary of State should consider the 
terms, obligations, and expectations ex-
pressed in the Joint Declaration with respect 
to Hong Kong. 

‘‘(3) ADDITIONAL CERTIFICATIONS.—The cer-
tification under section (1) shall be issued 
annually, but the Secretary may issue addi-
tional certifications at any time if the Sec-
retary determines it is warranted by cir-
cumstances in Hong Kong. 

‘‘(b) WAIVER AUTHORITY.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of State 

may waive the application of subsection (a) 
if— 

‘‘(A) the Secretary determines that such a 
waiver is in the national security interests 
of the United States; and 

‘‘(B) on or before the date on which the 
waiver takes effect, the Secretary notifies 
the Committee on Foreign Relations of the 
Senate and the Committee on Foreign Af-
fairs of the House of Representatives of the 
intent to waive such subsection; 

‘‘(2) PARTIAL WAIVER.—Except for the list 
of actions described in subsection 
(a)(1)(C)(iii), the Secretary of State may 
waive relevant parts of the application of 
subsection (a) if the President issues an Ex-
ecutive order under section 202 that suspends 
the application of any particular United 
States law to Hong Kong.’’. 

(b) VISA APPLICANTS.—Title II of the 
United States-Hong Kong Policy Act of 1992 
(22 U.S.C. 5721 et seq.), as amended by sub-
section (a), is further amended by adding at 
the end the following: 

‘‘SEC. 206. TREATMENT OF HONG KONG APPLI-
CANTS FOR VISAS TO STUDY OR 
WORK IN THE UNITED STATES. 

‘‘(a) VISA ELIGIBILITY FOR CERTAIN HONG 
KONG STUDENTS.—Notwithstanding any other 
provision of law, applications for visas to 
enter, study, or work in the United States, 
which are submitted by otherwise qualified 
applicants who resided in Hong Kong in 2014 
and later, may not be denied primarily on 
the basis of the applicant’s subjection to po-
litically-motivated arrest, detention, or 
other adverse government action. 

‘‘(b) IMPLEMENTATION.—The Secretary of 
State shall take such steps as may be nec-
essary to ensure that consular officers are 
aware of the policy described in subsection 
(a) and receive appropriate training and sup-
port to ensure that the policy is carried out 
so that affected individuals do not face dis-
crimination or unnecessary delay in the 
processing of their visa applications, includ-
ing— 

‘‘(1) providing specialized training for all 
consular officers posted to the United States 
Embassy in Beijing or to any United States 
consulate in the People’s Republic of China, 
the Hong Kong Special Administrative Re-
gion, or the Macau Special Administrative 
Region; 

‘‘(2) instructing the United States Con-
sulate in Hong Kong to maintain an active 
list of individuals who are known to have 
been formally charged, detained, or con-
victed by the Government of Hong Kong Spe-
cial Administrative Region or by the Gov-
ernment of the People’s Republic of China, 
or intermediaries of such governments, based 
on politically-motivated considerations re-
lated to their exercise of rights enumerated 
in the Universal Declaration of Human 
Rights, done at Paris December 10, 1948, or 
the International Covenant on Civil and Po-
litical Rights, done at New York December 
19, 1966, to facilitate the cross-checking of 
visa applications for Hong Kong residents; 
and 

‘‘(3) updating any relevant United States 
Government websites with information on 
the policy described in subsection (a). 

‘‘(c) COOPERATION WITH LIKE-MINDED COUN-
TRIES.—The Secretary of State shall contact 
appropriate representatives of other demo-
cratic countries, particularly those who re-
ceive a large number of applicants for stu-
dent and employment visas from Hong 
Kong— 

‘‘(1) to inform them of the United States 
policy regarding arrests for participation in 
nonviolent protests in Hong Kong; and 

‘‘(2) to encourage them to take similar 
steps to ensure the rights of nonviolent pro-
testers are protected from discrimination 
due to the actions of the Government of 
Hong Kong and of the Government of the 
People’s Republic of China.’’. 

SEC. 5. ANNUAL REPORT ON VIOLATIONS OF 
UNITED STATES EXPORT CONTROL 
LAWS AND UNITED NATIONS SANC-
TIONS OCCURRING IN HONG KONG. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days 
after the date of the enactment of this Act, 
and annually thereafter until the date that 
is 7 years after the date of the enactment of 
this Act, the Secretary of Commerce, in con-
sultation with the Secretary of the Treasury 
and the Secretary of State, shall submit a 
report to the committees specified in sub-
section (b) that includes— 

(1) an assessment of the nature and extent 
of violations of United States export control 
and sanctions laws occurring in Hong Kong; 

(2) to the extent possible, the identifica-
tion of— 

(A) any items that were reexported from 
Hong Kong in violation of the laws referred 
to in paragraph (1); 

(B) the countries and persons to which the 
items referred to in subparagraph (A) were 
reexported; and 

(C) how such items were used; 
(3) an assessment of whether sensitive 

dual-use items subject to the export control 
laws of the United States are being— 

(A) transshipped through Hong Kong; and 
(B) used to develop— 
(i) the Sharp Eyes, Skynet, Integrated 

Joint Operations Platform, or other systems 
of mass surveillance and predictive policing; 
or 

(ii) the ‘‘social credit system’’ of the Peo-
ple’s Republic of China; 

(4) an assessment of the efforts by the Gov-
ernment of the People’s Republic of China to 
use the status of Hong Kong as a separate 
customs territory to import items into the 
People’s Republic of China from Hong Kong 
in violation of the export control laws of the 
United States, whether as part of the Great-
er Bay Area plan, through the assignment by 
Beijing of Hong Kong as a national tech-
nology and innovation center, or through 
other programs that may exploit Hong Kong 
as a conduit for controlled sensitive tech-
nology; 

(5) an assessment of whether the Govern-
ment of Hong Kong has adequately enforced 
sanctions imposed by the United Nations; 

(6) a description of the types of goods and 
services transshipped or reexported through 
Hong Kong in violation of such sanctions 
to— 

(A) North Korea or Iran; or 
(B) other countries, regimes, or persons 

subject to such sanctions for engaging in ac-
tivities— 

(i) relating to international terrorism, 
international narcotics trafficking, or the 
proliferation of weapons of mass destruction; 
or 

(ii) that otherwise present a threat to the 
national security, foreign policy, or economy 
of the United States; and 

(7) an assessment of whether shortcomings 
in the enforcement of export controls or 
sanctions by the Government of Hong Kong 
necessitates the assignment of additional 
Department of the Treasury, Department of 
Commerce, or Department of State per-
sonnel to the United States Consulate in 
Hong Kong. 

(b) COMMITTEES SPECIFIED.—The commit-
tees specified in this subsection are— 

(1) the Committee on Foreign Relations of 
the Senate; 

(2) the Committee on Banking, Housing, 
and Urban Affairs of the Senate; 

(3) the Committee on Commerce, Science, 
and Transportation of the Senate; 

(4) the Committee on Foreign Affairs of the 
House of Representatives; and 

(5) the Committee on Energy and Com-
merce of the House of Representatives 

(c) FORM OF REPORT.—The report required 
under subsection (a) shall be submitted in 
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unclassified form, but may include a classi-
fied annex. 
SEC. 6. PROTECTING UNITED STATES CITIZENS 

AND OTHERS FROM RENDITION TO 
THE PEOPLE’S REPUBLIC OF CHINA. 

(a) POLICY STATEMENTS.—It is the policy of 
the United States— 

(1) to safeguard United States citizens 
from extradition, rendition, or abduction to 
the People’s Republic of China from Hong 
Kong for trial, detention, or any other pur-
pose; 

(2) to safeguard United States businesses in 
Hong Kong from economic coercion and in-
tellectual property theft; 

(3) pursuant to section 103(7) of the United 
States-Hong Kong Policy Act of 1992 (22 
U.S.C. 5713(7)), to encourage United States 
businesses ‘‘to continue to operate in Hong 
Kong, in accordance with applicable United 
States and Hong Kong law’’; and 

(4) pursuant to section 201(b) of such Act 
(22 U.S.C. 5721(b)), to evaluate, not less fre-
quently than annually and as circumstances, 
dictate whether the Government of Hong 
Kong is ‘‘legally competent to carry out its 
obligations’’ under treaties and inter-
national agreements established between the 
United States and Hong Kong. 

(b) RESPONSE TO THREAT OF RENDITION.— 
Not later than 30 days after the President de-
termines that legislation proposed or en-
acted by the Government of Hong Kong 
would put United States citizens at risk of 
extradition or rendition to the People’s Re-
public of China or to other countries that 
lack protections for the rights of defendants, 
the President shall submit a report to the 
appropriate congressional committees that— 

(1) contains a strategy for protecting 
United States citizens and businesses in 
Hong Kong; 

(2) assesses the potential risks of the legis-
lation to United States citizens residing in, 
traveling to, or transiting through Hong 
Kong; and 

(3) determines whether— 
(A) additional resources are needed for 

American Citizen Services at the United 
States Consulate in Hong Kong; and 

(B) the Government of Hong Kong is ‘‘le-
gally competent’’ to administer the United 
States-Hong Kong Agreement for the Sur-
render of Fugitive Offenders, done at Hong 
Kong December 20, 1996, or other relevant 
law enforcement agreements between the 
United States and Hong Kong. 
SEC. 7. SANCTIONS RELATING TO UNDERMINING 

FUNDAMENTAL FREEDOMS AND AU-
TONOMY IN HONG KONG. 

(a) IDENTIFICATION OF PERSONS RESPON-
SIBLE FOR UNDERMINING FUNDAMENTAL FREE-
DOMS AND AUTONOMY IN HONG KONG.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—The President shall sub-
mit a report to the appropriate congressional 
committees, in accordance with paragraph 
(2), that identifies each foreign person that 
the President determines is responsible for— 

(A) the extrajudicial rendition, arbitrary 
detention, or torture of any person in Hong 
Kong; or 

(B) other gross violations of internation-
ally recognized human rights in Hong Kong. 

(2) TIMING OF REPORTS.—The President 
shall submit to the appropriate congres-
sional committees— 

(A) the report required under paragraph 
(1)— 

(i) not later than 180 days after the date of 
the enactment of this Act; and 

(ii) not less frequently than annually 
thereafter in conjunction with the publica-
tion of the report required under section 301 
of the United States-Hong Kong Policy Act 
of 1992 (22 U.S.C. 5731); and 

(B) an update to the report not later than 
15 days after any new action is taken under 

subsection (b) based on the discovery of new 
information described in paragraph (1). 

(3) CONSIDERATION OF CERTAIN INFORMA-
TION.—In preparing the report required under 
paragraph (1), the President shall consider— 

(A) information provided jointly by the 
chairperson and ranking member of each of 
the appropriate congressional committees; 
and 

(B) information obtained by other coun-
tries or reputable nongovernmental organi-
zations that monitor violations of human 
rights abuses. 

(4) FORM.—The report required under para-
graph (1) shall be submitted in unclassified 
form, but may include a classified annex. 

(b) IMPOSITION OF SANCTIONS.—The Presi-
dent shall impose the sanctions described in 
subsection (c) with respect to each foreign 
person identified in the report required 
under subsection (a)(1). 

(c) SANCTIONS DESCRIBED.—The sanctions 
described in this subsection are the fol-
lowing: 

(1) ASSET BLOCKING.—The President shall 
exercise all of the powers granted to the 
President under the International Emer-
gency Economic Powers Act (50 U.S.C. 1701 
et seq.) to the extent necessary to block and 
prohibit all transactions in property and in-
terests in property of a foreign person identi-
fied in the report required under subsection 
(a)(1) if such property and interests in prop-
erty are in the United States, come within 
the United States, or come within the pos-
session or control of a United States person. 

(2) INELIGIBILITY FOR VISAS, ADMISSION, OR 
PAROLE.— 

(A) VISAS, ADMISSION, OR PAROLE.—An alien 
described in subsection (a)(1) is— 

(i) inadmissible to the United States; 
(ii) ineligible to receive a visa or other doc-

umentation to enter the United States; and 
(iii) otherwise ineligible to be admitted or 

paroled into the United States or to receive 
any other benefit under the Immigration and 
Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 1101 et seq.). 

(B) CURRENT VISAS REVOKED.— 
(i) IN GENERAL.—An alien described in sub-

section (a)(1) is subject to revocation of any 
visa or other entry documentation regardless 
of when the visa or other entry documenta-
tion is or was issued. 

(ii) IMMEDIATE EFFECT.—A revocation 
under clause (i) shall— 

(I) take effect immediately; and 
(II) automatically cancel any other valid 

visa or entry documentation that is in the 
alien’s possession. 

(3) PENALTIES.—The penalties provided for 
in subsections (b) and (c) of section 206 of the 
International Emergency Economic Powers 
Act (50 U.S.C. 1705) shall apply to a foreign 
person that violates, attempts to violate, 
conspires to violate, or causes a violation of 
paragraph (1) to the same extent that such 
penalties apply to a person that commits an 
unlawful act described in subsection (a) of 
such section 206. 

(d) IMPLEMENTATION.—The President may 
exercise all authorities provided under sec-
tions 203 and 205 of the International Emer-
gency Economic Powers Act (50 U.S.C. 1702 
and 1704) to carry out this section. 

(e) WAIVER.—The President may waive the 
application of sanctions under this section 
with respect to a person identified in the re-
port required under subsection (a)(1) if the 
President determines and certifies to the ap-
propriate congressional committees that 
such a waiver is in the national interest of 
the United States. 

(f) EXCEPTIONS.— 
(1) EXCEPTION FOR INTELLIGENCE ACTIVI-

TIES.—Sanctions under this section shall not 
apply to any activity subject to the report-
ing requirements under title V of the Na-
tional Security Act of 1947 (50 U.S.C. 3091 et 

seq.) or any authorized intelligence activi-
ties of the United States. 

(2) EXCEPTION TO COMPLY WITH INTER-
NATIONAL OBLIGATIONS AND FOR LAW ENFORCE-
MENT ACTIVITIES.—Sanctions under sub-
section (c)(2) shall not apply with respect to 
an alien if admitting or paroling the alien 
into the United States is necessary— 

(A) to permit the United States to comply 
with the Agreement regarding the Head-
quarters of the United Nations, signed at 
Lake Success June 26, 1947, and entered into 
force November 21, 1947, between the United 
Nations and the United States, or other ap-
plicable international obligations; or 

(B) to carry out or assist law enforcement 
activity in the United States. 

(3) EXCEPTION RELATING TO IMPORTATION OF 
GOODS.— 

(A) IN GENERAL.—The authorities and re-
quirements to impose sanctions authorized 
under this section shall not include the au-
thority or a requirement to impose sanctions 
on the importation of goods. 

(B) GOOD DEFINED.—In this paragraph, the 
term ‘‘good’’ means any article, natural or 
manmade substance, material, supply, or 
manufactured product, including inspection 
and test equipment, and excluding technical 
data. 

(g) TERMINATION OF SANCTIONS.—The Presi-
dent may terminate the application of sanc-
tions under this section with respect to a 
person if the President determines and re-
ports to the appropriate congressional com-
mittees not less than 15 days before the ter-
mination takes effect that— 

(1) information exists that the person did 
not engage in the activity for which sanc-
tions were imposed; 

(2) the person has been prosecuted appro-
priately for the activity for which sanctions 
were imposed; 

(3) the person has credibly demonstrated a 
significant change in behavior, has paid an 
appropriate consequence for the activity for 
which sanctions were imposed, and has 
credibly committed to not engage in an ac-
tivity described in subsection (a)(1) in the fu-
ture; or 

(4) the termination of the sanctions is in 
the national security interests of the United 
States. 

(h) SUNSET.—This section, and any sanc-
tions imposed under this section, shall ter-
minate on the date that is 5 years after the 
date of the enactment of this Act. 

(i) DEFINITIONS.—In this section: 
(1) ADMISSION; ADMITTED; ALIEN.—The 

terms ‘‘admission’’, ‘‘admitted’’, and ‘‘alien’’ 
have the meanings given those terms in sec-
tion 101 of the Immigration and Nationality 
Act (8 U.S.C. 1101). 

(2) FOREIGN PERSON.—The term ‘‘foreign 
person’’ means a person that is not a United 
States person. 

SEC. 8. SANCTIONS REPORTS. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—In accordance with sec-
tion 7, the President shall submit, to the ap-
propriate congressional committees, a report 
that includes— 

(1) a list of each foreign person with re-
spect to which the President imposed sanc-
tions during the year preceding the submis-
sion of the report; 

(2) a description of the type of sanctions 
imposed with respect to each such person; 

(3) the number of foreign persons with re-
spect to which the President terminated 
sanctions under section 7 during that year; 

(4) the dates on which such sanctions were 
imposed or terminated, as applicable; 

(5) the reasons for imposing or terminating 
such sanctions; and 

(6) a description of the efforts of the Presi-
dent to encourage the governments of other 
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countries to impose sanctions that are simi-
lar to the sanctions authorized under section 
7. 

(b) NONAPPLICABILITY OF CONFIDENTIALITY 
REQUIREMENT WITH RESPECT TO VISA 
RECORDS.—The President shall publish the 
report required under subsection (a) without 
regard to the requirements of section 222(f) 
of the Immigration and Nationality Act (8 
U.S.C. 1202(f)) with respect to confidentiality 
of records pertaining to the issuance or re-
fusal of visas or permits to enter the United 
States. 
SEC. 9. SENSE OF CONGRESS ON PEOPLE’S RE-

PUBLIC OF CHINA STATE-CON-
TROLLED MEDIA. 

It is the sense of Congress that— 
(1) the United States condemns the delib-

erate targeting and harassment of democ-
racy activists, diplomatic personnel of the 
United States and other nations, and their 
families by media organizations controlled 
by the Government of the People’s Republic 
of China, including Wen Wei Po and Ta Kung 
Po; 

(2) the Secretary of State should clearly 
inform the Government of the People’s Re-
public of China that the use of media outlets 
to spread disinformation or to intimidate 
and threaten its perceived enemies in Hong 
Kong or in other countries is unacceptable; 
and 

(3) the Secretary of State should take any 
activities described in paragraph (1) or (2) 
into consideration when granting visas for 
travel and work in the United States to jour-
nalists from the People’s Republic of China 
who are affiliated with any such media orga-
nizations. 
SEC. 10. SENSE OF CONGRESS ON COMMERCIAL 

EXPORTS OF CROWD CONTROL 
EQUIPMENT TO HONG KONG. 

It is sense of Congress that the Depart-
ment of Commerce, in conjunction with 
other relevant Federal departments and 
agencies, should consider appropriate adjust-
ments to the current United States export 
controls with respect to Hong Kong to pre-
vent the supply of crowd control and surveil-
lance equipment that could be used inappro-
priately in Hong Kong. 

SA 1247. Mr. MERKLEY proposed an 
amendment to the bill S. 2710, to pro-
hibit the commercial export of covered 
munitions items to the Hong Kong Po-
lice Force; as follows: 

On page 1, line 7, insert ‘‘the Committee on 
Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs and’’ 
before ‘‘the Committee on Foreign Rela-
tions’’. 

SA 1248. Mr. MERKLEY proposed an 
amendment to the bill S. 2710, to pro-
hibit the commercial export of covered 
munitions items to the Hong Kong Po-
lice Force; as follows: 

At the end, add the following 
SEC. 3 SUNSET. 

The prohibition under section 2 shall ex-
pire one year after the date of the enactment 
of this Act. 

f 

AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO 
MEET 

Mr. KENNEDY. Mr. President, I have 
5 requests for committees to meet dur-
ing today’s session of the Senate. They 
have the approval of the Majority and 
Minority leaders. 

Pursuant to rule XXVI, paragraph 
5(a), of the Standing Rules of the Sen-
ate, the following committees are au-

thorized to meet during today’s session 
of the Senate: 

COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND NATURAL 
RESOURCES 

The Committee on Energy and Nat-
ural Resources is authorized to meet 
during the session of the Senate on 
Tuesday, November 19, 2019, at 10 a.m., 
to conduct a hearing on the following 
nominations: Dan R. Brouillette, of 
Texas, to be Secretary of Energy, 
James P. Danly, of Tennessee, to be a 
Member of the Federal Energy Regu-
latory Commission, and Katharine 
MacGregor, of Pennsylvania, to be Dep-
uty Secretary of the Interior. 

COMMITTEE ON ENVIRONMENT AND PUBLIC 
WORKS 

The Committee on Environment and 
Public Works is authorized to meet 
during the session of the Senate on 
Tuesday, November 19, 2019, at 10 a.m., 
to conduct a hearing. 

COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY 

The Committee on the Judiciary is 
authorized to meet during the session 
of the Senate on Tuesday, November 
19, 2019, at 10 a.m., to conduct a hear-
ing. 

SELECT COMMITTEE ON INTELLIGENCE 

The Select Committee on Intel-
ligence is authorized to meet during 
the session of the Senate on Tuesday, 
November 19, 2019, at 2:30 p.m., to con-
duct a closed briefing. 
PERMANENT SUBCOMMITTEE ON INVESTIGATIONS 

The Permanent Subcommittee on In-
vestigations of the Committee on 
Homeland Security and Governmental 
Affairs is authorized to meet during 
the session of the Senate on Tuesday, 
November 19, 2019, at 10 a.m., to con-
duct a hearing. 

Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, I have 
request for one committee to meet dur-
ing today’s session of the Senate. It 
has the approval of the Majority and 
Minority leaders. 

Pursuant to rule XXVI, paragraph 
5(a), of the Standing Rules of the Sen-
ate, the following committee is author-
ized to meet during today’s session of 
the Senate: 

COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES 

The Committee on Armed Services is 
authorized to meet during the session 
of the Senate on Tuesday, November 
19, 2019, at 9 a.m., to conduct a hearing 
on pending nominations. 

f 

PRIVILEGES OF THE FLOOR 

Mr. MERKLEY. Madam President, I 
ask unanimous consent that my intern 
Olivia Geveden be granted privileges of 
the floor for the remainder of the day. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

RESOLUTIONS SUBMITTED TODAY 

Mr. CORNYN. Madam President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate now proceed to the en bloc consid-
eration of the following Senate resolu-
tions, which were submitted earlier 

today: S. Res. 430, S. Res. 431, S. Res. 
432, S. Res. 433, and S. Res. 434. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the resolutions 
en bloc. 

Mr. CORNYN. Madam President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the reso-
lutions be agreed to, that the pre-
ambles be agreed to, and that the mo-
tions to reconsider be considered made 
and laid upon the table all en bloc. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The resolutions were agreed to. 
The preambles were agreed to. 
(The resolutions, with their pre-

ambles, are printed in today’s RECORD 
under ‘‘Submitted Resolutions.’’) 

f 

REAUTHORIZING SECURITY FOR 
SUPREME COURT JUSTICES ACT 
OF 2019 

Mr. CORNYN. Madam President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of H.R. 4258, which was received 
from the House and is at the desk. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the bill by title. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

A bill (H.R. 4258) to authorize the Marshal 
of the Supreme Court and the Supreme Court 
Police to protect the Justices, employees, 
and official guests of the Supreme Court out-
side of the Supreme Court grounds, and for 
other purposes. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the bill. 

Mr. CORNYN. Madam President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the bill be 
considered read a third time and passed 
and that the motion to reconsider be 
considered made and laid upon the 
table with no intervening action or de-
bate. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The bill (H.R. 4258) was ordered to a 
third reading, was read the third time, 
and passed. 

f 

ORDER OF BUSINESS 

Mr. CORNYN. Madam President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the 
postcloture time on the Lagoa nomina-
tion be considered expired at 11:30 a.m. 
on Wednesday, November 20. I further 
ask that if confirmed, the motion to re-
consider be considered made and laid 
upon the table and the President be im-
mediately notified of the Senate’s ac-
tion. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

ORDERS FOR WEDNESDAY, 
NOVEMBER 20, 2019 

Mr. CORNYN. Madam President, I 
ask unanimous consent that when the 
Senate completes its business today, it 
adjourn until 10 a.m., Wednesday, No-
vember 20; further, that following the 
prayer and pledge, the morning hour be 
deemed expired, the Journal of pro-
ceedings be approved to date, the time 
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for the two leaders be reserved for their 
use later in the day, morning business 
be closed, and the Senate proceed to 
executive session and resume consider-
ation of the Lagoa nomination under 
the previous order. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

ADJOURNMENT UNTIL 10 A.M. 
TOMORROW 

Mr. CORNYN. Madam President, if 
there is no further business to come be-
fore the Senate, I ask unanimous con-
sent that it stand adjourned under the 
previous order. 

There being no objection, the Senate, 
at 6:23 p.m., adjourned until Wednes-
day, November 20, 2019, at 10 a.m. 

f 

NOMINATIONS 

Executive nominations received by 
the Senate: 

THE JUDICIARY 

ALINA I. MARSHALL, OF VIRGINIA, TO BE A JUDGE OF 
THE UNITED STATES TAX COURT FOR A TERM OF FIF-
TEEN YEARS, VICE L. PAIGE MARVEL, TERM EXPIRING. 

CHRISTIAN N. WEILER, OF LOUISIANA, TO BE A JUDGE 
OF THE UNITED STATES TAX COURT FOR A TERM OF FIF-
TEEN YEARS, VICE ALBERT G. LAUBER, TERM EXPIRING. 

EUROPEAN BANK FOR RECONSTRUCTION AND 
DEVELOPMENT 

J. STEVEN DOWD, OF FLORIDA, TO BE UNITED STATES 
DIRECTOR OF THE EUROPEAN BANK FOR RECONSTRUC-
TION AND DEVELOPMENT, VICE JUDY LYNN SHELTON, 
RESIGNED. 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

HENRY T. WOOSTER, OF VIRGINIA, A CAREER MEMBER 
OF THE SENIOR FOREIGN SERVICE, CLASS OF MINISTER– 
COUNSELOR, TO BE AMBASSADOR EXTRAORDINARY AND 
PLENIPOTENTIARY OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
TO THE HASHEMITE KINGDOM OF JORDAN. 

NATIONAL FOUNDATION ON THE ARTS AND THE 
HUMANITIES 

CROSBY KEMPER III, OF MISSOURI, TO BE DIRECTOR OF 
THE INSTITUTE OF MUSEUM AND LIBRARY SERVICES 
FOR A TERM OF FOUR YEARS, VICE KATHRYN K. MAT-
THEW, TERM EXPIRED. 

THE JUDICIARY 
MARK A. ROBBINS, OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA, TO 

BE AN ASSOCIATE JUDGE OF THE SUPERIOR COURT OF 
THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA FOR THE TERM OF FIFTEEN 
YEARS, VICE MICHAEL L. RANKIN, RETIRED. 

CARL EZEKIEL ROSS, OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA, 
TO BE AN ASSOCIATE JUDGE OF THE SUPERIOR COURT 
OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA FOR THE TERM OF FIF-
TEEN YEARS, VICE JUDITH BARTNOFF, RETIRED. 

KATHRYN C. DAVIS, OF MARYLAND, TO BE A JUDGE OF 
THE UNITED STATES COURT OF FEDERAL CLAIMS FOR A 
TERM OF FIFTEEN YEARS, VICE CHARLES F. LETTOW, 
TERM EXPIRED. 

EDWARD HULVEY MEYERS, OF MARYLAND, TO BE A 
JUDGE OF THE UNITED STATES COURT OF FEDERAL 
CLAIMS FOR A TERM OF FIFTEEN YEARS, VICE LAW-
RENCE J. BLOCK, RETIRED. 

IN THE ARMY 

THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICER FOR APPOINTMENT 
IN THE UNITED STATES ARMY TO THE GRADE INDICATED 
WHILE ASSIGNED TO A POSITION OF IMPORTANCE AND 
RESPONSIBILITY UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTION 601: 

To be lieutenant general 

MAJ. GEN. DOUGLAS M. GABRAM 

IN THE COAST GUARD 

THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICERS FOR APPOINTMENT 
IN THE UNITED STATES COAST GUARD TO THE GRADE IN-
DICATED UNDER TITLE 14 U.S.C., SECTION 2121(D): 

To be rear admiral 

REAR ADM. (LH) THOMAS G. ALLAN 
REAR ADM. (LH) LAURA M. DICKEY 
REAR ADM. (LH) DOUGLAS M. FEARS 
REAR ADM. (LH) JOHN W. MAUGER 
REAR ADM. (LH) NATHAN A. MOORE 
REAR ADM. (LH) BRIAN K. PENOYER 
REAR ADM. (LH) MATTHEW W. SIBLEY 

IN THE ARMY 

THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICER FOR APPOINTMENT 
TO THE GRADE INDICATED IN THE UNITED STATES ARMY 
MEDICAL CORPS UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTIONS 624 
AND 7064: 

To be major 

ANDREW J. OLIVER 

THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICER FOR APPOINTMENT 
TO THE GRADE INDICATED IN THE UNITED STATES ARMY 
VETERINARY CORPS UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTIONS 
624 AND 7064: 

To be major 

MARJORIE A. KUIPERS 

THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICER FOR APPOINTMENT 
TO THE GRADE INDICATED IN THE UNITED STATES ARMY 
MEDICAL SERVICE CORPS UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SEC-
TIONS 624 AND 7064: 

To be major 

YUANDRE G. DIEUJUSTE 

THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICER FOR APPOINTMENT 
TO THE GRADE INDICATED IN THE UNITED STATES ARMY 
UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTION 624: 

To be major 

CHRISTOPHER M. FEROLI 

THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICER FOR APPOINTMENT 
TO THE GRADE INDICATED IN THE UNITED STATES ARMY 
UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTION 624: 

To be lieutenant colonel 

THOMAS E. AXTELL 

THE FOLLOWING OFFICER FOR APPOINTMENT TO THE 
GRADE INDICATED IN THE UNITED STATES ARMY MED-
ICAL SPECIALIST CORPS UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SEC-
TIONS 624 AND 7064: 

To be major 

D014331 

IN THE COAST GUARD 

THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICERS FOR APPOINTMENT 
IN THE UNITED STATES COAST GUARD RESERVE TO THE 
GRADE INDICATED UNDER TITLE 10 U.S.C., SECTION 
12203(A): 

To be captain 

JENNIFER J. CONKLIN 
DIANE M. CROFF 
KIMBERLY K. GUEDRY 
KARL A. HANSEN 
JAMES J. JOHNSON 
BECKY K. JONES 
MAUREEN R. KALLGREN 
BRUCE G. MACK 
NATALIE M. MURPHY 
GENNARO A. RUOCCO 

f 

CONFIRMATION 

Executive nomination confirmed by 
the Senate November 19, 2019: 

THE JUDICIARY 

ROBERT J. LUCK, OF FLORIDA, TO BE UNITED STATES 
CIRCUIT JUDGE FOR THE ELEVENTH CIRCUIT. 
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TRIBUTE TO KODI LEE 

HON. KEN CALVERT 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, November 19, 2019 

Mr. CALVERT. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to honor and pay tribute to an individual from 
Riverside County and the 42nd Congressional 
District who has inspired people around the 
country. On September 18, 2019, Kodi Lee 
from Lake Elsinore, California was named as 
the winner of the NBC talent show competition 
‘‘America’s Got Talent.’’ 

Kodi’s voice is amazing. His life story is 
even more extraordinary. Kodi was born le-
gally blind and diagnosed with autism when he 
was four years old. Yet, when he was just two 
years old, Kodi’s musical talents began to 
shine after his father tapped out ‘‘Mary Had a 
Little Lamb’’ on a toy piano and he imme-
diately played it back. At the age of three, 
Kodi was already replicating tunes he heard 
on a real piano. Throughout his childhood, 
music became an essential form of therapy for 
Kodi and provided a unique form of treatment 
for his autism. It was determined that Kodi has 
an audio photographic memory, in which he 
can recall music he hears after just one listen. 
Incredibly, Kodi started to perform publicly at 
the age of six and has sung and played the 
piano at over 200 charity events and in Korea, 
China and Japan. 

As a contestant in the America’s Got Talent 
competition, Kodi drew instant attention in May 
by singing the Donny Hathaway version of ‘‘A 
Song For You.’’ Later in the competition, Kodi 
earned a spot in the semi-finals with a memo-
rable rendition of Simon and Garfunkel’s 
‘‘Bridge Over Troubled Water.’’ During the 
competition’s finale, Kodi earned the top prize 
thanks to an inspired performance of Freya 
Riding’s ‘‘Lost Without You,’’ that drew a 
standing ovation from both the fans and 
judges. 

It’s hard to think of anyone who has rep-
resented our region as well as Kodi Lee has 
on an worldwide stage. To say Lake Elsinore 
and Riverside County is proud of Kodi and all 
that he has accomplished is a tremendous un-
derstatement. To conclude, Madam Speaker I 
want to thank Kodi for inspiring us and con-
gratulate him on winning the America’s Got 
Talent competition. 

f 

RECOGNIZING MASON STIMATZE 
OF BOZEMAN 

HON. GREG GIANFORTE 
OF MONTANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, November 19, 2019 

Mr. GIANFORTE. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to honor Mason Stimatze of Bozeman 
for his quick thinking and bravery that saved 
his family. 

In the early hours of a June morning, Mason 
woke up to the sound of crackling and the 

smell of smoke. He looked out his bedroom 
door and saw fire. The flames in the hallway 
blocked his path to his parents’ bedroom. 
Mason ran outside and started banging on his 
parents’ bedroom window. Mason’s father, Na-
than, and mother, Sabrina, woke up, broke the 
window, and safely climbed outside. 

Mason’s brother and sister, however, were 
still in their home. Mason and his parents ran 
to their bedroom window and got them out 
safely. 

Mason’s swift actions saved what is irre-
placeable—family. His father said if it wasn’t 
for Mason alerting them quickly to the danger, 
the story would have had a tragic ending. 

For someone to have the presence of mind 
to act calmly and swiftly in such a tense mo-
ment is remarkable. For a ten-year-old to do 
it, is amazing. His family calls him a hero, and 
I couldn’t agree more. 

Madam Speaker, for saving his family’s life 
through his bravery and quick thinking, I rec-
ognize Mason Stimatze for his Spirit of Mon-
tana. 

f 

REMEMBERING THE LIFE OF 
EDWARD CALLION, JR. 

HON. TIM RYAN 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, November 19, 2019 

Mr. RYAN. Madam Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the life of Edward Callion, Jr., 96, who 
passed away on November 3, 2019. 

Mr. Callion was a lifelong resident of my dis-
trict and owned and operated Callion’s Con-
struction Company for 50 years before retiring 
in 2004. He attended Warren G. Harding High 
School and went on to attend Youngstown 
College, Sharon Brick Laying School, and 
A.T.E.S. School of Drafting. Mr. Callion was 
also a member of the Community Church of 
God in Christ and was inducted in the Africa 
American Achievers Hall of Fame. In his free 
time Mr. Callion enjoyed boxing, traveling, and 
watching sports. 

Mr. Callion served our country during World 
War II as a Technician 4th Grade, from the 
3420th Quartermaster Trucking Company. 
While serving proudly in both Normandy, 
France and Central Europe, he received the 
Victory Medal, Good Conduct Medal, Amer-
ican Theatre Service Medal, and EAME Serv-
ice Medal. In addition to these honors, Mr. 
Callion also received 5 Bronze stars for his 
service. 

He is survived by a full and loving family in-
cluding his sons, Edward and Timothy Callion; 
his daughter, Mrs. Edith Lindsay; his sisters, 
Ms. Gladys Davenport and Ms. Leola Maxine 
Morgan Frazier, and 3 step-children, 7 grand-
children, and 12 great grandchildren. 

I admire his dedication to his work and his 
commitment to family, and I am proud to have 
had Mr. Callion as a member of my district. 
My deepest condolences go out to the Callion 
family, and all whose lives were touched by 

Edward. He will live on in the hearts and 
minds of all that knew him. 

f 

CELEBRATING THE 104TH BIRTH-
DAY OF EMERCITY CHAPITAL 

HON. RASHIDA TLAIB 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, November 19, 2019 

Ms. TLAIB. Madam Speaker, I rise today in 
honor of Ms. Emercity Chapital, a resident of 
Detroit, Michigan, who will celebrate her one 
hundred fourth birthday on November 29, 
2019. 

Emercity Chapital is a caring individual who 
is an active member of the community. The 
matriarch of her family, Ms. Chapital treasures 
her time spent with family. She is the proud 
parent to her grown children Leonard, Edith, 
and Deborah, and loves her many grand-
children and great-grandchildren. Her compas-
sion and kindness towards others has had a 
lasting impact on those around her. Her strong 
family values are reflected in the life she 
leads. 

Ms. Chapital maintains an active life, which 
can in part, be attributed for her longtime affin-
ity for playing bridge. She began playing orga-
nized bridge when she retired in 1978. She 
has especially fond memories of playing the 
game with early partners, co-worker Ann 
Sweeting, Walter Forbers, and Jimmy Irvin. 
Ms. Chapital was an energetic and tireless 
player, never pausing for rest or substitution at 
the local, sectional and national levels. Her 
team achieved success winning seven con-
secutive Knock-Out Championships from 1983 
to 1990. Each win propelled the team to a 
higher level and the success continued as 
they moved throughout the fields. 

Ms. Chapital owes her longevity to her ac-
tive lifestyle and lively social life with keeping 
her fit and healthy. She has always strived to 
uphold her values. She also credits her daddy 
with providing her wisdom for life. Sharing the 
ritual with her dad from the age of ten onward, 
she has a teaspoon of bourbon to start the 
day. She feels blessed that she has never had 
any major illness and enjoys command of her 
faculties. 

Please join me in wishing Ms. Emercity 
Chapital the happiest of birthdays. 

f 

INTRODUCTION OF A BILL TO PRO-
HIBIT THE DEPARTMENT OF DE-
FENSE FROM DEPLOYING STRA-
TEGIC ASSETS OF THE UNITED 
STATES IN THE REPUBLIC OF 
TURKEY 

HON. GRACE MENG 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, November 19, 2019 

Ms. MENG. Madam Speaker, I rise today to 
announce the introduction of legislation that 
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would prohibit the Department of Defense 
from deploying strategic assets of the United 
States in the Republic of Turkey. 

Since the 1960s, the North Atlantic Treaty 
Organization (NATO) has had a nuclear shar-
ing policy whereby NATO members can host 
U.S. nuclear weapons as part of a broader 
NATO nuclear posture. Enacted during the 
Cold War, this nuclear sharing policy was in-
tended to deter the posture of the Soviet 
Union by involving non-nuclear NATO allies 
alongside the United States, the United King-
dom, and France. 

Turkey, a NATO ally, was once considered 
a friend of the United States. In recent years, 
however, it has strengthened its alliances with 
Russia, Syria, and Iran. Notably, Turkey’s mili-
tary incursion into Syria that targeted U.S. 
Kurdish allies and its purchase of advanced 
Russian antiaircraft missile systems under-
mine U.S. national security. President 
Erdogan’s domestic policies have also be-
come increasingly autocratic, as he has 
cracked down on freedom of speech and polit-
ical freedoms. As Turkey develops stronger 
relations with geopolitical adversaries to 
NATO, it is time to reconsider any future de-
ployment of strategic assets. 

Madam Speaker, this bill would prohibit 
funds authorized to be appropriated or other-
wise made available for fiscal year 2020 or 
any fiscal year thereafter for the Department 
of Defense from being obligated or expended 
for the future deployment of any strategic as-
sets of the United States in the Republic of 
Turkey. 

I thank my colleague, Representative Gus 
Bilirakis, who is introducing this measure with 
me, as well as my colleagues, Representa-
tives JACKIE SPEIER and DARREN SOTO, who 
are original cosponsors. I urge my colleagues 
in the House Armed Services Committee, and 
the rest of my colleagues in the House of 
Representatives, for their swift consideration 
and support of this urgent and bipartisan legis-
lation. 

f 

HONORING THE PUBLIC SERVICE 
OF BOBBY KUMAR KALOTEE 

HON. THOMAS R. SUOZZI 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, November 19, 2019 

Mr. SUOZZI. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize a constituent dedicated to a life 
of service, Dr. Bobby Kumar Kalotee. Dr. 
Kalotee has, for decades, worked tirelessly to 
serve people in his community, both locally 
and abroad. 

Dr. Kalotee has lived the American dream. 
Born to a poor family in India, Dr. Kalotee 
came to America at the age of 21. After years 
of hard work as a bus boy and shoe shiner, 
Dr. Kalotee was able to save enough money 
to start his own business and truly embrace 
his entrepreneurial spirit. 

Though successful in business, Dr. Kalotee 
felt unfulfilled without performing service to 
support those around him. For decades, Dr. 
Kalotee has promoted health and science on 
Long Island and has served on the Board of 
Directors of the Nassau University Medical 
Center and the Board of the New York Insti-
tute of Technology, where he received an hon-
orary doctorate in science in 2001. He also 

was the Chairman of Spartan Health Science 
University Saint Lucia, where he received a 
doctorate in philosophy in 2016. 

Dr. Kalotee is the International Chairman of 
Friends for Good Health, a charitable organi-
zation with a mission to bring healthcare pro-
fessionals to places in need all over the world. 
On a recent mission to El Salvador, he and 
the Friends for Good Health team served over 
5,000 people in 4 different cities. For all his 
good work, Dr. Kalotee has been recognized 
or received awards from over 300 organiza-
tions. 

Dr. Kalotee is very active in politics in New 
York. Dr. Kalotee was Chairman of Nassau 
County Independence Party, Vice-Chairman of 
New York State Independence Party and Na-
tional Executive Director of Independence 
Party of America. Dr. Kalotee was National 
Chairman of Reform Party from 2007 to 2010. 

Dr. Kalotee’s commitment to serving others 
is representative of the Indian-American com-
munity at large here in the United States. 
Throughout my time in public office, I have 
seen the Indian-American community in my 
district pull together to raise up everyone 
around them. In discussions with fellow Mem-
bers of Congress, such as my friends Raja 
Krishnamoorthi from Illinois and Carolyn Malo-
ney from New York, we have marveled at the 
true dedication of people like Dr. Kalotee to 
make our country a better place for all, and I 
count myself lucky to have such a man call 
my district home. 

Dr. Kalotee has been married to his wife for 
over 30 years and has 5 children, all of whom 
inherited the patriotism of their father. 

I commend Dr. Bobby Kumar Kalotee for 
everything he has accomplished and wish him 
well in all his future endeavors. 

f 

COMMEMORATING THE CITY OF 
LEBANON, TENNESSEE, ON ITS 
BICENTENNIAL ANNIVERSARY 

HON. JOHN W. ROSE 
OF TENNESSEE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, November 19, 2019 

Mr. JOHN W. ROSE of Tennessee. Madam 
Speaker, I rise today to recognize the City of 
Lebanon, Tennessee, in honor of its 200th an-
niversary. Lebanon is the county seat of Wil-
son County, located just east of Nashville. 

Lebanon was formed in 1802 and officially 
incorporated on November 23, 1819. The 
city’s name derives from the area’s countless 
Eastern Red Cedar trees, reminiscent of 
Mount Lebanon’s famous cedar forests de-
scribed in the Bible. 

With approximately 35,000 residents, Leb-
anon demonstrates what it means to be a 
tight-knit community. This town was built on a 
solid foundation of hard work and family val-
ues, and it has continued to show these un-
wavering attributes over the course of its 200- 
year history. 

Lebanon is home to a number of sites listed 
in the National Register of Historic Places and 
is a certified Tennessee Main Street program. 
The Historic Public Square maintains its long-
standing charm with beloved sites like the 
Capitol Theatre, while still serving as a hub for 
industry and business through the Lebanon- 
Wilson County Chamber of Commerce, lo-
cated in the heart of the Main Street District. 

Countless successful businesses call Leb-
anon ‘‘home,’’ including the corporate head-
quarters of Cracker Barrel, America’s ‘‘Old 
Country Store.’’ The city’s many local busi-
nesses benefit from the unique opportunities 
afforded through Lebanon’s own Municipal Air-
port, which provides easy access for industry 
and trade. 

Lebanon is the longtime home of Cum-
berland University, founded in 1842. The four- 
year private institution has an enrollment over 
2,500 students and 110 academic programs. 

The city of Lebanon is also home to Cedars 
of Lebanon State Park. The park boasts 1,139 
beautiful acres and welcomes visitors from 
across the country to enjoy its eight miles of 
hiking trails and 117 campsites. 

Tennessee’s largest fair, the nationally- 
known Wilson County Fair, is hosted in Leb-
anon at the James E. Ward Agriculture Cen-
ter. Families from across Tennessee—and the 
entire country—journey to Lebanon to partici-
pate in the annual tradition. 

The city is also the proud home of the Wil-
son County Veterans Museum and Plaza, 
which forever memorializes those from Wilson 
County who have served our great country. A 
true treasure, the museum honors the service 
of our veterans and preserves countless arti-
facts dating back to World War I. 

I hope my House colleagues will join me in 
celebrating this bicentennial achievement of 
Lebanon, Tennessee. The town and its resi-
dents have continued to show the strong faith 
and values of Tennessee since the days when 
its first public square was built over the Town 
Spring. I wish Lebanon and its citizens much 
prosperity and happiness over the next 200 
years and beyond. 

f 

TRIBUTE FOR NELSON RODRIGUEZ 

HON. KAY GRANGER 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, November 19, 2019 

Ms. GRANGER. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to honor the legacy of a leading Fort 
Worth Hispanic leader, Mr. Nelson Rodriguez. 
Mr. Rodriguez was the founder and owner of 
The Nelrod Company of Fort Worth and a 
steadfast leader in the development of His-
panic chambers of commerce in Texas and 
across the nation. He passed away last month 
after a brief battle with pancreatic cancer. 

Mr. Rodriguez began his entrepreneurial ca-
reer as a 10-year-old shoe shiner in south 
Texas. He worked in the family grocery store 
throughout his youth and returned to manage 
the family business after completing his bach-
elor’s degree from the University of Texas at 
Austin. He went on to run an award-winning 
newspaper, as well as organize other entre-
preneurs to form the United States Hispanic 
Chamber of Commerce where he became the 
first chair and president at the young age of 
just 27. 

The next year, Nelson moved to Wash-
ington, D.C. following his appointment to serve 
in the Reagan administration. During his ten-
ure in our government, he served as the 
youngest Senior Executive at the Department 
of Commerce, won the Secretarial Achieve-
ment Award at the Department of Transpor-
tation, and the Affordable Housing Award at 
the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban 
Development. 
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Nelson was a family man, a business man, 

and a community man. He was a valuable pio-
neer who helped pave the way for minority 
businesses in Fort Worth and across our 
country. Nelson and his wife shared 45 years 
of marriage together with their four sons, three 
daughters, and four grandchildren. He will be 
sorely missed by our great city of Fort Worth. 

f 

RECOGNIZING GREG WATSON 

HON. STEVE SCALISE 
OF LOUISIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, November 19, 2019 

Mr. SCALISE. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize Greg Watson, one of my Con-
gressional staff members who will be depart-
ing my office soon for a great opportunity to 
work in the White House. 

As one of my Legislative Assistants, Greg 
has been a valuable member of Team Scalise, 
and I will miss his expertise and guidance on 
the issues he so capably handled while in my 
office. Not only has Greg been my lead tech-
nology and telecommunications staffer, and 
primary Energy and Commerce Committee ad-
visor, he has also worked each and every day 
serving my constituents in Louisiana’s First 
Congressional District. 

I am grateful to Greg for his years of service 
in my office, and I congratulate him on this ex-
citing new chapter of his career. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. AYANNA PRESSLEY 
OF MASSACHUSETTS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, November 19, 2019 

Ms. PRESSLEY. Madam Speaker, due to a 
health appointment, I was unable to be 
present on the floor for votes on Monday, No-
vember 18, 2019. 

Had I been present, I would have voted 
YEA on Roll Call No. 625, YEA on Roll Call 
No. 626, and YEA on Roll Call No. 627. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE OF THE LATE 
CONGRESSMAN JEROME ‘‘BOB’’ 
TRAXLER 

HON. MARCY KAPTUR 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, November 19, 2019 

Ms. KAPTUR. Madam Speaker, I rise in re-
membrance of the late Representative Jerome 
‘‘Bob’’ Traxler, who served honorably in this 
House from 1974 to 1993. Bob was laid to 
rest this past week. A proud son and rep-
resentative of the Thumb region of Michigan, 
including Saginaw, and his hometown of Bay 
City, please let me extend my deepest sym-
pathies to his devoted wife, Jean, his daughter 
Sarah and son-in-law Christopher, his two 
stepchildren Greg and Caroline, and to his 
nine grandchildren. 

Bob was born and raised in 1931 in 
Kawkawlin, Michigan. He earned his under-
graduate degree from Michigan State Univer-
sity in 1953 and subsequently his law degree 

from the Detroit College of Law in 1959. Ever 
the public servant, he served in the U.S. Army 
from 1953 to 1955. After his military service, 
he began his law career as the assistant pros-
ecutor in Bay County from 1960 to 1962. He 
demonstrated his skill and knowledge of the 
law and soon thereafter was elected to the 
Michigan House ofRepresentatives, where he 
served from 1962 to 1974. During this tenure, 
he served as the Majority Leader of the House 
from 1965 to 1966. It was during this time he 
began to pursue a bill that helped establish 
the Michigan Lottery. And with this legislative 
action, so came his nickname ‘‘Bingo Bob’’. 

Bob was elected to the United States Con-
gress after winning a special election in April 
of 1974. He arrived in Washington, D.C. in the 
midst of the Watergate scandal that was shak-
ing the nation. I believe that as a witness to 
such a troubling time in our republic; it re-
sulted in his development into a successful 
Congressman. He recognized that the purpose 
of Congress was to represent and help his fel-
low constituents, to echo their voices so the 
concerns of all were heard throughout the 
halls of Congress. 

During his eighteen-year tenure in the 
House of Representatives, Bob tirelessly 
served the people in his district. He loved 
interacting with them whenever he was home 
to the point where it was not work for him. His 
example is one from which all in Congress 
could learn. He rose through the Committee 
ranks, gaining respect from House Leadership 
and colleagues, and eventually served on the 
exclusive House Appropriations Committee as 
Chairman of the Subcommittee on Veterans’ 
Affairs, Housing and Urban Development, and 
Independent Agencies. Through his work on 
the Committee, he was able to advance 
projects in his district such as the EPA re-
search vessel named the ‘‘Lake Guardian’’. 
His wide ranging interests asserted that NASA 
had a champion for the Hubble Telescope, 
that veterans were cared for, that local com-
munities received back from the federal gov-
ernment their community development alloca-
tions, and that Michigan State agricultural in-
terests were defended in the Farm Bills. After 
years of dutiful service, Bob retired in 1993. 

As his colleague for ten years, I learned a 
great deal from Bob. He took the time to illus-
trate what the position entailed and how very 
important it was to remember who sent a 
Member to Congress. He often reflected on 
the power imbalance in U.S. society and 
worked to give a greater voice for people of 
ordinary means. After retirement, Rep. Traxler 
went on to support his alma mater by serving 
on the Michigan State University Board of 
Trustees and the Mackinac Island Park Com-
mission. Though Bob was an MSU Spartan 
and I, a Wisconsin Badger and Michigan Wol-
verine, he and I were dear colleagues and 
more importantly, dear friends. He tutored me 
in the intricacies of the appropriations process, 
for which I shall always be grateful. Particu-
larly because our region has a tougher lift 
when competing for federal attention. 

I hope it is of some comfort to his loved 
ones, and to the people that he represented, 
that his being and indefatigable spirit are now 
freed from Earth’s binds; may his soul rise 
high and shower our precious world with 
peace, justice, and good humor from sea to 
shining sea. 

With a heavy heart, golden memories, and 
abiding appreciation, may I extend my deepest 

gratitude for the life of Congressman Bob 
Traxler of Bay City, Michigan, and to his family 
and the people of Michigan he loved and 
treasured so dearly, for sharing him with our 
nation. 

f 

LONGEST-SERVING CALIFORNIA 
ASSEMBLY CHIEF CLERK E. 
DOTSON WILSON 

HON. KAREN BASS 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, November 19, 2019 

Ms. BASS. Madam Speaker, I would like to 
recognize Mr. E. Dotson Wilson, retiring after 
a 40-year career with the California State As-
sembly, the longest-serving Chief Clerk in the 
history of that body. 

Over his long career, Mr. Wilson has proven 
his passion for service and for improving gov-
ernance. We all know that the smooth func-
tioning of the people’s elected representatives 
depends on a well-trained staff operating at a 
leadership level within the Capitol. Mr. Wilson 
made it his mission to assure that, whatever 
the political discussion, legislators had what 
they needed to do their jobs. The fact that he 
has been unanimously affirmed as Chief Clerk 
for every Assembly session since his selection 
for the post in 1992 is a testament to the es-
teem in which he has been held by the 482 
different legislators who have served during 
his 27-year tenure. 

The Chief Clerk serves as the chief parlia-
mentarian of the 80-member California As-
sembly and is responsible for publishing the 
official documents of the House; and keeping 
all the bills, papers, and records of the pro-
ceedings of the Assembly. Mr. Wilson not only 
produced legislative materials to assist Mem-
bers and legislative staff, but he created train-
ing videos, annotated guides and a book on 
California’s Legislature. These materials are 
invaluable both to new legislators and to ev-
eryone wishing to understand how their gov-
ernment works. 

Prior to serving as the Chief Clerk, Mr. Wil-
son served under Assembly Speaker Willie L. 
Brown Jr., first as an Assembly Fellow from 
October 1979 to 1980, then as his Special As-
sistant. Speaker Brown nominated Mr. Wilson 
to be Chief Clerk of the Assembly in 1992, 
and he was reelected 14 times. 

Mr. Wilson saw first-hand the impact of 
housing discrimination and other injustices 
growing up in the Bay Area city of Albany, 
California. The trials he saw his family endure 
propelled him to seek change, and resulted in 
a lifetime of public service. Mr. Wilson has 
worked on a wide range of legislative issues 
over his long career, including housing, public 
employees, retirement and labor. He took spe-
cial interest in supporting academic success 
for California’s youth, including student ath-
letes. 

Mr. Wilson exemplifies what it means to be 
a public servant. I congratulate him on his 
long service and his well-deserved retirement. 
It was an honor to serve alongside Mr. Wilson 
during my time in the Assembly. 
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INTRODUCTION OF THE PRO-

TECTING CONSUMERS FROM 
MARKET MANIPULATION ACT 

HON. JESÚS G. ‘‘CHUY’’ GARCÍA 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, November 19, 2019 

Mr. GARCÍA of Illinois. Madam Speaker, I 
am proud to introduce the Protecting Con-
sumers from Market Manipulation Act, which 
guards against market manipulation in a range 
of industries by strengthening the separation 
of banking and commerce. 

For decades, federal banking regulation has 
established a separation between banking and 
commerce. This longstanding doctrine—a fun-
damental underpinning of the Bank Holding 
Company Act (BHCA)—is spurred by the be-
lief that banks should not use their leverage 
as financial actors to game economic out-
comes. Under the doctrine, banks may facili-
tate business through the extension and un-
derwriting of loans, etc., but not through direct 
production or sale of goods. Commercial enti-
ties were purposefully walled off from the defi-
nition of banking in order to avoid conflicts of 
interests between the actors and operators of 
markets. 

Now is a crucial moment to strengthen the 
separation between banking and commerce, 
with tech giants like Facebook, Google, and 
Uber moving swiftly into financial services. We 
know we can’t trust big monopolies with our fi-
nancial information. The potential for collusion 
and manipulation of outcomes is just too 
great. This bill will keep tech companies and 
other large non-financial companies from de-
riving more than 5 percent of their annual rev-
enue from banking activity. 

This bill also shores up the banking/com-
merce separation by limiting commodities 
ownership by commercial banks. When the 
lines between banking and commerce are 
blurred, monopolization and concentration are 
usually the result. Working people suffer the 
consequences, whether it’s Big Tech under-
mining small businesses or big banks gouging 
consumers by manipulating the price of oil, 
aluminum, and electricity. We must protect 
consumers from big banks and big tech—and 
separate banking and commerce. 

I urge my colleagues to join me in sup-
porting this bill. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. JOSEPH D. MORELLE 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, November 19, 2019 

Mr. MORELLE. Madam Speaker, I regret-
tably missed the vote on H.R. 4634 Terrorism 
Risk Insurance Program Reauthorization of 
2019 on November 18, 2019. Had I been 
present, I would have voted YEA on Roll Call 
No. 626. 

HONORING LAURA CHAFFIN 

HON. PETE OLSON 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, November 19, 2019 

Mr. OLSON. Madam Speaker, the Holy 
Bible, the book of Mark, Chapter 12, Verse 30 
says, ‘‘Love your God with all your heart and 
with all your soul and with all your mind and 
with all of your strength.’’ Those words sum up 
Laura Chaffin, her life. 

An accident last year in Uganda took her 
voice and paralyzed her for a couple of trying 
weeks. She was there with her husband Bryan 
trying to put their family together. The Chaffin 
family is beside me right now. There is Laura, 
there is Bryan, and their three sons, Elijah, 
David, and Jonah. 

If you think Laura felt pity when she was 
hurt, you are dead wrong. With a team of ex-
perts at TIRR at Memorial Hermann Hospital, 
and with the love of family and the love of 
Jesus Christ, she started talking and walking 
and teaching at Alvin ISD and cooking for her 
family. She became, again, a mom and a wife. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. VICENTE GONZALEZ 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, November 19, 2019 

Mr. GONZALEZ of Texas. Madam Speaker, 
I was unable to cast my vote on November 
18, 2019 for Roll Call Vote 625, Roll Call Vote 
626, and Roll Call Vote 627. Had I been 
present, my vote would have been the fol-
lowing: Yea on Roll Call Vote 625, Yea on 
Roll Call Vote 626, and Yea on Roll Call Vote 
627. 

f 

CONGRATULATING FIRST COM-
MONWEALTH FEDERAL CREDIT 
UNION ON RECEIPT OF THE 
MILESTONE AWARD 

HON. DANIEL MEUSER 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, November 19, 2019 

Mr. MEUSER. Madam Speaker, it is with 
great admiration that I rise today to congratu-
late First Commonwealth Federal Credit Union 
of Eastern Pennsylvania on receiving the Mile-
stone Award from the Greater Lehigh Valley 
Chamber of Commerce. 

The Milestone Award is presented to a 
member of the chamber that has reached a 
significant landmark in business, a high point 
of superior commitment to the community and 
brings a notable measure of pride to The 
Chamber and the entire Lehigh Valley. First 
chartered in 1959 to serve the employees of 
Western Electric in Allentown, Pennsylvania 
as WeAllen Federal Credit Union, the First 
Commonwealth Federal Credit Union cele-
brates 60 years of service to the people of 
Eastern Pennsylvania this year. In the dec-
ades since its founding, FCFCU has expanded 
products and services, and opened member-
ship to employees of several companies in the 
Lehigh Valley. Expanding their service to the 

people of the Lehigh Valley, FCFCU has 
opened offices in Lehighton and Kutztown, 
now serving over 800 companies and their 
employees as the largest credit union in the 
Lehigh Valley. 

On behalf of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives and the citizens of Pennsylvania’s Ninth 
Congressional District, I ask my colleagues to 
join me in congratulating First Commonwealth 
Federal Credit Union on this great honor and 
thank them for their 60-years serving our com-
munity. 

f 

HONORING ALEXANDER C. 
MARTIN, ESQ. 

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, November 19, 2019 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Madam 
Speaker, I rise today to honor a remarkable 
public servant, Mr. Alexander C. Martin, Esq. 
A native of Pott Gibson, Mississippi, Mr. Mar-
tin earned a Bachelor of Arts degree in Polit-
ical Science from Alcorn State University, in 
1979, and a Juris Doctorate degree from the 
University of Mississippi School of Law in 
1982. 

Since its establishment, in 1994, Mr. Martin 
has served as the District Attorney for the 
State of Mississippi’s 22nd Circuit Court Dis-
trict. He is the first African American to serve 
as District Attorney for the state of Mississippi, 
since Reconstruction. Prior to his position as 
District Attorney, Mr. Martin served as an at-
torney for Southwest and Central Mississippi 
Legal Services. In addition, he spent six years 
as a prosecutor for Claiborne County as well 
as an adjunct professor at his alma mater, 
Alcorn State University. 

In 2006, Mr. Martin received the Legal 
Award from the Claiborne County Chapter of 
the NAACP. 

Aside from his career, Mr. Martin has been 
heavily involved in his community. He cur-
rently serves as a deacon at First Baptist 
Church in Port Gibson. For seven years, he 
was an assistant scout master for Troop 100 
of Boy Scouts of America, Andrew Jackson 
Council. Since 2005, Mr. Martin has been the 
public address announcer for football and bas-
ketball games at Port Gibson High School. He 
is also a former mock trial coach for Mis-
sissippi Bar Association and Magnolia Bar As-
sociation. 

Mr. Martin is a member of several profes-
sional organizations, including the Mississippi 
Bar Association, Magnolia Bar Association, 
Mississippi Prosecutors Association, National 
District Attorneys Association, Copiah County 
Bar Association and Claiborne County Bar As-
sociation. He also serves on the Mississippi 
Prosecutors Association Board of Directors, 
Mississippi Center for Legal Services Board of 
Directors and the Claiborne County Preserva-
tion Commission. 

Mr. Martin is married to Mrs. Karen Martin 
and is the proud father of four children: 
Joecephus, Alexander C. Martin II, Jamila and 
Jaron Anthony and five grandchildren: Miles, 
Anna Rose, Alexander III, August, and Elijah. 

Madam Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join 
me in recognizing Alexander C. Martin, Esq. 
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IN RECOGNITION OF THE 90TH AN-

NIVERSARY OF THE DAUGHTERS 
OF PENELOPE 

HON. FRANK PALLONE, JR. 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, November 19, 2019 

Mr. PALLONE. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
along with many other colleagues on the Con-
gressional Hellenic Caucus to recognize and 
honor the many great deeds of the Daughters 
of Penelope on the organization’s 90th Anni-
versary. 

The Daughters of Penelope is a preeminent 
international women’s service association and 
affiliate organization of the American Hellenic 
Educational Progressive Association. It was 
founded on November 16, 1929 in San Fran-
cisco, California. Today, it is a leading inter-
national organization of women of Hellenic de-
scent and Philhellenes that works to improve 
the status and well-being of women and their 
families and to empower women to make sig-
nificant contributions to their communities and 
our country. 

The mission of the Daughters of Penelope 
is to promote the ideals of ancient Greece, 
philanthropy, education, civic responsibility, 
good citizenship, and family and individual ex-
cellence through community service and vol-
unteerism. Over its history, the Daughters of 
Penelope has achieved remarkable accom-
plishments. The group has strengthened the 
status of women in society, sheltered the el-
derly and victims of domestic violence, edu-
cated our youth, promoted Hellenic heritage, 
and raised funds for medical research. 

It is hard to ignore the positive impact the 
Daughters of Penelope has had in commu-
nities throughout the United States—including 
a strong presence in New Jersey’s 6th Con-
gressional District, where I am proud to rep-
resent two chapters, Aulis No. 195 in Asbury 
Park and Tethys No. 229 in New Brunswick. 
The Daughters of Penelope promotes aware-
ness and provides financial support for many 
medical research and charitable organizations 
such as the University of Miami Sylvester 
Comprehensive Cancer Center (formerly the 
Papanicolaou Cancer Center), cancer and 
breast cancer research; Thalassemia 
(Cooley’s Anemia), 
Lymphangioleiomyomatosis (LAM), Alz-
heimer’s Foundation, American Heart Associa-
tion, Muscular Dystrophy, and many others. 

Once again, I offer my sincere congratula-
tions to the Daughters of Penelope for 90 
years of incredible service to our country and 
its strong promotion of U.S.-Greek and U.S.- 
Cypriot relations. May its next 90 years be as 
prayerful, fulfilling, and successful as the last. 

f 

RECOGNIZING U.S. NAVY 
AIRCRAFT CARRIER MONTH 

HON. VICKY HARTZLER 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, November 19, 2019 

Mrs. HARTZLER. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize the month of November as 
National U.S. Navy Aircraft Carrier Month. 

Throughout the month, there are dozens of 
events and activities all across our country 
that highlight the critical role of these mighty 
warships in the past, present, and future of 
our national defense. I am proud to join in the 
celebration of National U.S. Navy Aircraft Car-
rier Month to honor the value, accomplish-
ments, and contributions of U.S. Navy aircraft 
carriers, their air wings, and most importantly 
the men and women who serve aboard them. 

The designation of November as the month 
of the year for National U.S. Navy Aircraft Car-
rier month is certainly no accident. In fact, No-
vember is full of historic milestones in the 
technological development of the modern nu-
clear-powered aircraft carrier and the contribu-
tions these ships have made to our country. 

For example, naval aviation was born when 
Eugene Ely launched from the deck of a U.S. 
Navy ship in a Curtiss Model D aircraft on No-
vember 14, 1910, some 109 years ago this 
month. There are other examples of key naval 
aviation events occurring during the month of 
November as well, such as the commissioning 
of the first nuclear-powered aircraft carrier (the 
USS Enterprise—CVN 65) in November 1961, 
the christening of the USS Gerald R. Ford 
(CVN 78) in November 2013, and the first ar-
rested landing of the 5th Generation F–35C 
Lightning II aboard the aircraft carrier USS 
Nimitz (CVN 68) in November 2014. 

While not in the month of November, I am 
nonetheless looking forward to the christening 
of CVN 79 John F. Kennedy next month in 
Virginia as the second ship of the Gerald R. 
Ford-class of aircraft carriers begins her 
march toward commissioning. 

Madam Speaker, naval aviation and our 
fleet of aircraft carriers have a rich tradition of 
service to our nation. Like other components 
of our national defense enterprise, aircraft car-
riers are produced by a nationwide team of 
more than 2,000 small, mid-sized and large 
businesses from 46 states, and 279 congres-
sional districts which contribute parts, serv-
ices, and support to the construction and 
maintenance of U.S. Navy aircraft carriers. In 
fact, over the past five years, this supply chain 
has performed more than $4.1 billion worth of 
work for the aircraft carrier program. 

Missouri is certainly a key component of this 
industrial base and I am proud to represent 
my constituents in Missouri who love our 
country and our Navy. 

I am also proud that my state helps to 
produce the F/A–18 Super Hornet in St. 
Louis—an aircraft which our carrier air wings 
are flying more than any other carrier-based 
aircraft on the flight decks of our nation’s 11 
aircraft carriers. The Super Hornet is an abso-
lutely integral component of today’s carrier air 
wing, and the combination of the air wings and 
aircraft carriers in our fleet is a bedrock of our 
Navy’s ability to defend freedom, project 
power, and protect our national security. 

In closing, I am proud to support our Navy, 
naval aviation, and the men and women that 
serve our nation tirelessly across the nation 
and around the world. 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. TERRI A. SEWELL 
OF ALABAMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, November 19, 2019 

Ms. SEWELL of Alabama. Madam Speaker, 
had I been present, I would have voted YEA 
on Roll Call No. 630. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. SUSAN W. BROOKS 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, November 19, 2019 

Mrs. BROOKS of Indiana. Madam Speaker, 
I was not present for the following roll call 
votes. Had I been present for them, I would 
have voted as follows: 

On Roll Call 625, H.R. 3702—Reforming 
Disaster Recovery Act of 2019 —YEA; 

On Roll Call 626, H.R. 4634—Terrorism 
Risk Insurance Program Reauthorization Act 
of 2019—YEA; and 

On Roll Call 627, H.R. 4344—To amend the 
Securities Exchange Act of 1934 to allow the 
Securities and Exchange Commission to seek 
and Federal courts to grant disgorgement of 
unjust enrichment, and for other purposes— 
YEA. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO OPERATION 
RECOGNITION CLASS OF 2019 

HON. KEN CALVERT 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, November 19, 2019 

Mr. CALVERT. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
in proud recognition of the Operation Recogni-
tion Class of 2019. Operation Recognition is a 
program organized by the Riverside County 
Office of Education, with assistance from the 
Riverside County Department of Veteran’s 
Services, that presents diplomas to residents 
of Riverside County who missed completing 
high school due to military service in World 
War II, the Korean War, or the Vietnam War, 
or due to internment in WWII Japanese-Amer-
ican relocation camps. 

Riverside County’s Operation Recognition is 
modeled after programs implemented in other 
states. Numerous county offices of education 
and school districts throughout California oper-
ate similar programs. The programs are an im-
portant way to express our appreciation and 
gratitude for the significant contributions and 
sacrifices made by our veterans. 

The Operation Recognition Class of 2019 
includes: Gilberto O. Allen, U.S. Army, Viet-
nam War; Vallie Lee Engelauf, U.S. Navy, 
World War II (posthumously); George B. Flow-
ers III, U.S. Army, Vietnam War; Raul Garcia, 
U.S. Army, Vietnam War; Richard Leonard 
Granados, U.S. Army, Vietnam War; John C. 
Hudson, U.S. Coast Guard, World War II; 
Franklin M. Stevens, U.S. Navy, Vietnam War. 

On behalf of all Riverside County residents 
and a grateful nation, I want to thank these 
veterans for their service to our country and 
congratulate them on being part of the Oper-
ation Recognition Class of 2019. 
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CONGRATUALATING BLUE MOUN-
TAIN RESORT ON RECEIPT OF 
THE CHAMBER CHAMPION 
AWARD 

HON. DANIEL MEUSER 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, November 19, 2019 

Mr. MEUSER. Madam Speaker, it is with 
great admiration that I rise today to congratu-
late Blue Mountain Resort in Palmerton, Car-
bon County on receiving Greater Lehigh Val-
ley Chamber of Commerce’s Chamber Cham-
pion Award. 

The Chamber Champion Award is pre-
sented to a successful and esteemed busi-
ness or individual that operates with integrity 
and that has been a long-time member and 
premier supporter of the Chamber, its mission, 
and its goals. Well known as a premier ski 
and snowboard destination in Eastern Penn-
sylvania, Blue Mountain Resort began with a 
vision and 300 acres of land purchased by 
founder Ray Tuthill. Fifteen years later Blue 
Mountain, first known as ‘‘Little Gap,’’ began 
welcoming visitors to enjoy its first five trails. 
Today, Blue Mountain Resort boasts 40 ski 
trails, 16 lifts, and 34 tubing lanes, a full-serv-
ice mountain top restaurant, and welcomes 
over 500,000 visitors each year. For its incred-
ible growth, success and commitment to the 
betterment ofLehigh Valley, Blue Mountain is 
truly deserving of this great honor. 

On behalf of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives and the citizens of Pennsylvania’s Ninth 
Congressional District, I ask my colleagues to 
join me in congratulating Blue Mountain Re-
sort on this great honor and thank them for 
their commitment to of our community. 

f 

RECOGNIZING TATUM DAVID 

HON. JOHN SHIMKUS 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, November 19, 2019 

Mr. SHIMKUS. Madam Speaker, I rise to 
recognize Tatum David, a freshman student 
from Olney High School, who won the Illinois 
Class 2A state cross country race on Novem-
ber 9. Tatum covered the three-mile course in 
16 minutes and four seconds. Her blazingly 
fast first mile of 5:03 subdued the field as she 
established a sizeable lead. She ran the next 
two miles in 5:26 and 5:35, respectively, win-
ning the crown in convincing fashion. 

The fast first mile reflected the way Tatum 
has run all season—go out fast, take a big 
lead, exhaust the field, and win. It makes for 
a very fast pace overall, and Tatum’ s time set 
a Class 2A record. 

What might be even more remarkable is 
how new Tatum is to the sport. A freshman 
with still untapped potential, she also placed 
fourth at the Nike Midwest Regional race on 
November 16, running against 298 other ath-
letes. Her next event will be on November 29 
at the Foot Locker Cross Country Midwest Re-
gional. 

Madam Speaker, it is with great pleasure I 
stand to recognize Tatum David for her suc-
cess, and I would like to extend my best wish-
es to her for a bright future. 

HONORING MR. CHAD SHIFFLET 
AND THE MOUNTAIN VIEW MID-
DLE SCHOOL ANGEL CLOSET 

HON. SCOTT PERRY 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, November 19, 2019 

Mr. PERRY. Madam Speaker, I rise today in 
heartfelt gratitude to Mr. Chad Shifflet for his 
exemplary service to the Cumberland Valley 
School District as a Security Officer and as 
the creator of the Mountain View Middle 
School’s Angel Closet, which provides age 
and environmentally-appropriate clothing for 
children in need. 

After a distinguished 23–year career in the 
Pennsylvania Air National Guard, Mr. Shifflet 
became a Security Officer with the Cum-
berland Valley School District in August. Dur-
ing his orientation with the school district, he 
walked through all of its schools and learned 
that many children there did not have the 
clothing items that they needed in order to 
learn and succeed. 

When he took up his assignment to the 
Mountain View Middle School, he located a 
twelve-foot by twelve-foot room that he could 
use to distribute clothes to students in need 
and established an Angel Closet. Shifflet 
partnered with a local consignment shop, 
which donated clothing racks and hangers, 
and a local drycleaner, which agreed to d1y 
clean all winter coats. Local donors keep the 
Angel Closet well-stocked with a range of 
comfortable and appropriate clothing items 
which are available for students who need 
them. This has ensured that all Mountain View 
Middle School students have access to clean, 
comfortable clothing so that they can thrive at 
school. 

Shifflet’s Angel Closet makes sure that no 
clothing donations go to waste, sending 
clothes that are too big for middle school stu-
dents to the high school, clothes that are too 
small to the elementary school, and clothes 
that would not appeal to school-aged children 
to the Salvation Army. He hopes to expand 
the operation so that every school in the dis-
trict has an Angel Closet and eve1y child has 
access to the clothes that they need to excel. 

Mr. Shifftlet’s remarkable, lifelong record 
ofservice to our Nation, the Commonwealth of 
Pennsylvania, and the Cumberland Valley 
community is an example to all. On behalf of 
Pennsylvania’s Tenth Congressional District, I 
commend and thank Mr. Shifflet and wish him 
continued success in his service to the chil-
dren of Cumberland Valley School District. 

f 

RECOGNIZING CHAIRMAN OF THE 
NATIONAL CHICKEN COUNCIL 
CLINT RIVERS 

HON. DOUG COLLINS 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, November 19, 2019 

Mr. COLLINS of Georgia. Madam Speaker, 
I rise today to recognize a fellow Northeast 
Georgian, Mr. Clint Rivers, for being installed 
as 2019–2020 Chairman of the National 
Chicken Council. 

Mr. Rivers currently serves as President and 
Chief Executive Officer (CEO) of Wayne 
Farms, but his commitment to the poultry in-
dustry spans over three decades. He first 

began his career with Golden West Foods in 
Bedford, Virginia after earning his Animal 
Science degree from Virginia Polytechnic Insti-
tute and State University. Before being named 
President and CEO of Wayne Farms, he 
served as Vice President and General Man-
ager of the Fresh Business Unit and was later 
promoted to Chief Operating Officer. Prior to 
those roles, Mr. Rivers spent 6 years as Presi-
dent of Foodservice and Supply Chain of 
Perdue Farms, and 21 years at Pilgrim’s 
Pride, where he held the titles of Chief Oper-
ating Officer, President, and Chief Executive 
Officer. 

After decades of commitment to the poultry 
industry and the National Chicken Council, Mr. 
Rivers has been chosen to succeed former 
Chairman Mark Kaminsky. He was installed as 
Chairman during the NCC’s 65th Annual Con-
ference in Washington, D.C., just last month. 

On behalf of the Ninth District, I would like 
to congratulate Mr. Clint Rivers on his 
achievement and thank him for his commit-
ment to the poultry industry. I am confident the 
National Chicken Council and the poultry in-
dustry as a whole will flourish under his lead-
ership. 

f 

RIDGE HIGH SCHOOL RAISES OVER 
50 POUNDS OF FOOD FOR THE 
FOOD BANK NETWORK OF SOM-
ERSET COUNTY, NJ 

HON. TOM MALINOWSKI 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, November 19, 2019 

Mr. MALINOWSKI. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize Ridge High School’s in-
credible work on raising over 50 pounds of 
food for the Food Bank Network of Somerset 
County, NJ—part of the Trick or Treat so Kids 
Can Eat program. 

Despite being discontinued in 2018 by the 
Educational Theatre Association, the students 
and adults of the New Jersey Thespians State 
board continued to believe that they must re-
main committed to fight hunger. Thus, New 
Jersey Trick or Treat so Kids Can Eat was 
born. 

New Jersey Thespians is nationally recog-
nized as a Gold Honor Chapter of the Edu-
cational Theatre Association and recognized 
as the state’s premier arts honor society. On 
top of that, New Jersey has one of the fastest 
growing Junior Thespian chapters in the coun-
try, continuing to only double in size every 
year. I am proud to represent the remarkable 
students at Ridge High School who are not 
only Thespians, but are also staunch advo-
cates for fighting hunger in our local New Jer-
sey communities. 

f 

RECOGNIZING MAJOR ENRIQUE 
‘‘HENRY’’ DOCE FOR 30 YEARS OF 
SERVICE TO THE MIAMI BEACH 
POLICE DEPARTMENT 

HON. DONNA E. SHALALA 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, November 19, 2019 

Ms. SHALALA. Madam Speaker, I rise to 
thank Major Enrique ‘‘Henry’’ Doce for his 30 
years of service to the Miami Beach Police 
Department. 
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Born in Havana, Cuba, Major Doce spent 

his childhood in Miami. He is a graduate of 
Barry University. In 1984, he joined the Vir-
ginia Gardens Police Department. Five years 
later, he transitioned to the Miami Beach Po-
lice Department. 

Major Doce has worked to serve and protect 
the Miami Beach community in various capac-
ities, including undercover work and work with 
the Police K9 Unit. He has been instrumental 
in supervising and training junior staff, and, for 
the past ten years, he has helped organize the 
Department’s Memorial Weekend Planning. 

Major Doce has been named Officer of the 
Month eight times during his 30 years with the 
Miami Beach Police Department. He won the 
Hispanic Heritage Award in October 2016 for 
his service as a Hispanic Public Safety Officer. 

I’m deeply grateful for Major Doce’s commit-
ment to our community and for his outstanding 
work over the past three decades. Miami 
Beach is stronger and safer because of his 
service. 

f 

CONGRATULATING LINDA MILLER 
ON HER RETIREMENT 

HON. DANIEL MEUSER 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, November 19, 2019 

Mr. MEUSER. Madam Speaker, it is with 
great respect and appreciation that I rise today 
to honor Linda Miller of Tamaqua, who is retir-
ing after serving the good people of Pennsyl-
vania for 38 years in the House of Represent-
atives. 

Mrs. Miller has left her mark on our great 
Commonwealth as the longest-serving district 
office employee in the Pennsylvania House of 
Representatives. Mrs. Miller began as a staffer 
in Rep. Klingaman’s office on January 16, 
1981 and has since worked in other Rep-
resentatives’ offices including Rep. Dave 
Argall, and most recently, Rep. Jerry Knowles. 
She is a pillar of her community and has com-
mitted nearly two decades to supporting and 
serving her friends, neighbors, and fellow citi-
zens. The fabric of our Pennsylvania commu-
nities is strengthened by the selflessness, 
compassion, and integrity of our public serv-
ants like Mrs. Miller. She will surely be missed 
by the constituents she served and those who 
she served alongside. 

Although she is culminating an impressive 
and impactful career, I am confident that as 
she begins this new chapter, she will continue 
to be a positive influence and a dedicated 
member of our great community. 

On behalf of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives and the citizens of Pennsylvania’s Ninth 
Congressional District, I ask my colleagues to 
join me in congratulating Mrs. Miller on her re-
tirement and thank her for her many years of 
dedicated service to the Commonwealth of 
Pennsylvania. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. LUCY McBATH 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, November 19, 2019 

Mrs. MCBATH. Madam Speaker, during the 
second vote on November 18, 2019, my vote 
was not recorded. 

Had I been present, I would have voted 
YEA on Roll Call No. 626. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE KEISER UNI-
VERSITY SEAHAWKS ON AN 
UNDEFEATED FOOTBALL SEA-
SON 

HON. ALCEE L. HASTINGS 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, November 19, 2019 

Mr. HASTINGS. Madam Speaker, it is with 
great pride that I rise today to honor the 
Keiser University Seahawks on securing a 9– 
0 undefeated football season. 

Led by local seniors Seth Freeman, Ronnie 
Bennett, and Tremane Gabriel, the Seahawks 
won their regular season finale game, after 
defeating Ava Maria University on Saturday, 
November 16th. Under the leadership of Head 
Coach Doug Socha, Keiser will now head into 
the 2019 National Association of Intercolle-
giate Athletics (NAIA) postseason, beginning 
with a home game against University of the 
Cumberlands in the first round of the 16-team 
playoffs. 

I would also like to take this opportunity to 
recognize the entire Seahawks football team, 
which include: Traionn Jones, Sage Chen- 
Young, Tyler Foster, Eli Mathews, Maurice 
Murphy Jr., Ronnie Bennett, Kade Glenn, Alex 
Taylor, Coby Golden, Logan Good, Da’Shawn 
Bostic, Tremane Gabriel, Seth Freeman, Cade 
Socha, Rodney Green Jr., Dylan Inman, Car-
los Silenciéux, Jamarquios Autry, Jaylen Ar-
nold, Asfunso Elam, Payton Burke, Lucas 
Matias, Shawn O’Gorman, Shaw 
Pomianowski, Trevor Phillips, Deandre Hen-
derson, Caleb Walls, Luckaad Dorsainvil, 
Jamian Lovett, Marques Burgess, Schnider 
Louis, Troy Sloan, Cordell Wiley, Isaiah Ram-
part, Jermaine Wilson, Osner Valmeus, Carl 
Barrow, Taeon Holte, Austin Cha, Austin Carr, 
Amari Hayes, Brendan Parr, Preston Hays, 
Wesley Scott, Marc Laurore, Jordan Grant, 
Treykevian Gilbert, Victor Alvarez Jr., Mitchel 
Desulme, Byron Fraley, Joseph Irlbeck, 
Davion Cross, Robenson Lafleur, Christopher 
Hart, Tommy Richemond, Logan Wakefield, 
Camron Allen, Edward Krajewski, Alessandro 
Cantillo, Jeremiah Guillaume, Cedrick Dervil, 
Zach Shahin, Okevious Hinds, Rashad Harris, 
William Bell, Mikhail Hanson, Juwan James, 
Logan Robinson, Dalton Barbara, Donovan 
Hinds, Justin Thomas, Shelby Langen, Mike 
Altenor, Austin Sherrill, Nicholas Sierra, 
Jerson Jacques, Michael Robinson, Samuel 
Snell, Donavyn Martin, Thomas Waldron, Mo-
hammad Shatara, Shavon Taylor, Luke 
Sharkey, Dante Trott, Markel Finney, Khalil 
Absolu, Joshua Norzea, Corey Lamy, Zacha-
riah Istvan, Eddie Adams, Ruben Alexis, Mat-
thew Barber, Balitan Celestin, Alec Charland, 
Claude Charles, Corey Cola, Owen Connell, 
Dakota Cox, Damon Daniel, Gabriel Dav-
enport, Akarri Davis, Amarri Davis, Cory Ham-
ilton, Earnest Johnson, Adreal Johnson, 
Trusteb Johnson, Angerlyns Julceus, Amari 
Kindred, Jamari Kindred, Judah Martin, Qwad 
Martin, Gage McNellis, T-Jay Mitchell, Ki-Mani 
Olivacce, Alex Saint-Jean, Benjamin Serrano, 
Isaiah Silva, Tristan Simmons, Duane Simon, 
Ty Smith, Shea Spencer, Andy St. Hillaire, 
George Swain, Garrison Swain, Joseph 
Villano, Chris Webber, and Ian Willhoite. 

Madam Speaker, I am so very proud of the 
Keiser University Seahawks for their excep-
tional season. I wish the team and their entire 
athletic program many more years of contin-
ued success. 

f 

CONGRATULATING THE YURCONIC 
AGENCY ON RECEIPT OF THE 
MILESTONE AWARD 

HON. DANIEL MEUSER 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, November 19, 2019 

Mr. MEUSER. Madam Speaker, it is with 
great admiration that I rise today to congratu-
late the Yurconic Agency of Allentown, Penn-
sylvania on receiving the Milestone Award 
from the Greater Lehigh Valley Chamber of 
Commerce. 

The Milestone Award is presented to a 
member of the chamber that has reached a 
significant landmark in business, a high point 
of superior commitment to the community and 
brings a notable measure of pride to the 
Chamber and the entire Lehigh Valley. For 50 
years, the Yurconic Agency has been an out-
standing insurance agency, serving the Lehigh 
Valley. From vehicle registration to driver’s li-
cense services the Yurconic Agency has been 
providing a wide array of insurance options to 
the greater Lehigh Valley since 1969. The 
high quality customer service the Yurconic 
Agency has offered has made it a cornerstone 
of communities throughout Eastern Pennsyl-
vania. 

On behalf of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives and the citizens of Pennsylvania’s Ninth 
Congressional District, I ask my colleagues to 
join me in congratulating the Yurconic Agency 
on this great honor and thank them for their 
50 year commitment to the betterment of our 
community. 

f 

CALLING FOR THE IMMEDIATE 
RELEASE OF AUSTIN TICE 

HON. JAMIE RASKIN 
OF MARYLAND 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, November 19, 2019 

Mr. RASKIN. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to join my colleagues in calling for the imme-
diate release of award-winning journalist and 
veteran Austin Tice. I thank the gentlelady 
from the District of Columbia, ELEANOR 
HOLMES NORTON, and the gentleman from 
Texas, AL GREEN, for their moving words and 
their unflagging efforts to secure Austin Tice’s 
release. 

Austin has been held captive in Syria for 
over seven years. He traveled to Syria as a 
freelance journalist to cover the war in May 
2012. Few journalists were working in Syria at 
this time, and his vital reporting and images 
appeared in major news sources, including the 
Washington Post, Agence France Presse, and 
McClatchy Newspapers. Three months later, 
he was detained at a check point south of Da-
mascus on his way to Lebanon. 

Austin has been missing ever since. Five 
weeks after he was taken captive, a 43-sec-
ond video titled ‘‘Austin Tice is Alive’’ 
emerged, showing a group of unidentified 
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armed men holding Austin. This was the last 
information received from the captors. 

Although Austin Tice has spent far too many 
days, months, and years in captivity, crucially 
the United States government believes Austin 
is alive. The FBI is offering a one-million-dollar 
reward for information leading directly to his 
safe location and return. His parents, Debra 
and Marc Tice, have been consistent beacons 
of hope throughout Austin’s captivity, working 
passionately for his release, and never losing 
hope for their son’s safe return. Their love for 
their son has had the power to mobilize a 
large, bipartisan, bicameral group of Members 
of Congress from all over the country. I was 
proud to join my colleagues this September in 
a letter to President Trump calling for him to 
use the full weight of his national security 
team to bring Austin home, and I renew that 
call now. 

Austin Tice has been separated from his 
family, friends, and loved ones for far too long. 
He has spent too many birthdays in captivity. 
I join my colleagues in calling upon those who 
are keeping him in Syria to let Austin Tice go. 
Let him return safely to his family and his 
country. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF IMAM HAAZIM 
FAQUEEH RASHED 

HON. DORIS O. MATSUI 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, November 19, 2019 

Ms. MATSUI. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
in honor of Imam Haazim Faqueeh Rashed, 
as his family and the Sacramento community 
gather to remember him. Imam Rashed dedi-
cated his life to the advancement of all com-
munities, regardless of faith, in Sacramento. I 
ask my colleagues to join me in honoring the 
life and legacy of Imam Haazim Rashed. 

Imam Haazim Faqueeh Rashed graduated 
from Stanford University and attended Yale 
University Law School. His professional career 
began with progressing economic develop-
ment as a Director for the National Develop-
ment Council. He dedicated himself to the 
education of various economic development 
professionals and initiated the revitalization of 
communities across the nation. 

In 1972, Imam Haazim Faqueeh Rashed 
converted to Islam and dedicated his life to his 
faith and service. In 2003, Imam Rashed 
moved to Sacramento and played a 
foundational role in establishing Sacramento’s 
Masjid As-Sabur and soon became its Imam. 
In addition to leading his congregation, he was 
involved in numerous organizations and dedi-
cated much of his time to the Sacramento’s 
interfaith and community efforts through the 
Council of Sacramento Valley Islamic Organi-
zations (COSVIO), Sacramento Area Con-
gregations Together (Sac-ACT) and served on 
the Board of CAIR-Sacramento Valley/Central 
California. 

Imam Haazim Rashed worked tirelessly to 
help those in need and was known for his jo-
vial uplifting character. He lifted the spirits of 
others and gave his life to helping community 
members. Imam Rashed was a devout hus-
band, loving father and doting grandfather. I 
offer my deepest condolences to his wife of 46 
years, Janice Davis Rashed, his children, ex-
tended family, and his community as Imam 

Haazim Rashed has touched the lives of 
many. 

Madam Speaker, I rise today in honor of 
Imam Haazim Faqueeh Rashed, a man who 
has dedicated his life to the advancement of 
the American Muslim community and all com-
munities in Sacramento. As Imam Haazim 
Faqueeh Rashed is being honored with the 
2019 Lifetime Achievement Award by the 
Council on American-Islamic Relations, I ask 
all my colleagues to join me in honoring his 
contributions to Sacramento and beyond. 

f 

HONORING THE WATER REPLEN-
ISHMENT DISTRICT OF SOUTH-
ERN CALIFORNIA 

HON. LINDA T. SÁNCHEZ 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, November 19, 2019 

Ms. SÁNCHEZ. Madam Speaker, I rise to 
honor one great agency in my district. On No-
vember 17, 2019, the Water Replenishment 
District celebrated its 60th Anniversary. 

The Water Replenishment District (WRD) is 
a groundwater management agency that has 
developed innovative projects and programs 
for locally sourced, sustainable water to re-
plenish two of the most utilized urban ground-
water basins in the United States. WRD was 
established in 1959 in response to unregu-
lated and unmanaged over-pumping of our 
aquifers which caused many drinking water 
wells to go dry. 

Located in Lakewood, California, WRD is 
the largest groundwater agency in the State of 
California. The district’s service area covers a 
420-square-mile region of southern Los Ange-
les County, the most populated county in the 
United States. They provide half of the drink-
ing water for 43 cities and over 4 million peo-
ple. Due to WRD’s hard work, that water is 
now completely locally sustainable. 

These efforts include programs like Water 
Independence Now (WIN) and new facilities 
like the Albert Robles Center for Water Recy-
cling and Environmental Learning (ARC) in the 
City of Pico Rivera. WRD has shown a dedi-
cation to sustainability and a commitment to 
providing safe drinking water to residents in its 
service area, which includes the majority of 
the 38th Congressional District of California. 

I am honored to represent districts like WRD 
and look forward to what the next 60 years 
have in store. 

f 

CONGRATULATING BARBARA 
GREEN ON RECEIPT OF THE 
CHAMBER CHAMPION AWARD 

HON. DANIEL MEUSER 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, November 19, 2019 

Mr. MEUSER. Madam Speaker, it is with 
great admiration that I rise today to recognize 
and congratulate Barbara Green of Lehighton, 
Carbon County for being named the recipient 
of the Greater Lehigh Valley Chamber of 
Commerce’s Chamber Champion Award. 

The Chamber Champion Award is pre-
sented to a successful and esteemed busi-
ness or individual that is well-known to oper-

ate with integrity and that has been a long- 
time member and premier supporter of the 
Chamber, its mission, and its goals. After 
graduating from Lehigh University, Ms. Green 
began her career with Ernst & Young where 
she supervised audits on manufacturing, con-
struction, health care and insurance clients. 
After serving in key management roles at a 
variety of companies, Ms. Green began with 
Blue Mountain Resort in 1993 as she served 
as Controller for 5 years, implementing an in-
novate new ticketing system for the ski area. 
After the passing of her father and founder of 
Blue Mountain, Mr. Ray Tuthill, Ms. Green re-
turned to Blue Mountain in 2007 to serve in 
her current role as President, where she over-
sees a full-year destination that attracts over 
500,000 visitors each year. The fabric of our 
Pennsylvania communities is made stronger 
by the hard work and dedication that Ms. 
Green has shown to our community through-
out her career. 

On behalf of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives and the citizens of Pennsylvania’s Ninth 
Congressional District, I ask my colleagues to 
join me in congratulating Barbara Green on 
this great honor and thank her for her commit-
ment to our community. 

f 

WOMEN’S ENTREPRENEURSHIP 
DAY 2019 

HON. GRACE MENG 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, November 19, 2019 

Ms. MENG. Madam Speaker, I rise today to 
speak in honor of Women’s Entrepreneurship 
Day which is celebrated around the world 
each year on November 19th. 

Women are leaders, innovators, and entre-
preneurs that drive economic expansion and 
advance communities around the world. Be-
tween 2018 and 2019, U.S. women of all 
backgrounds started an average of 1,817 new 
businesses per day, representing 42 percent 
of all businesses. These businesses generate 
$1.9 trillion and employs 9.4 million workers. 
5.4 million businesses are owned by women 
of color and 99 percent of women-owned busi-
nesses are small businesses. I applaud these 
women entrepreneurs and their undeniable im-
pact. 

I also applaud Wendy Diamond who has 
personally spearheaded the Women’s Entre-
preneurship Day movement. Since her cam-
paign launched in 2013, her Women’s Entre-
preneurship Day organization has funded 500 
Syrian refugee girls in Jordan so they could 
attend high school, launched an initiative in 
Oman to empower women and girls to vote 
against arranged marriage, and partnered with 
a Uruguayan university to offer scholarships to 
young women. Women’s Entrepreneurship 
Day is now celebrated in 144 countries and 
110 universities and colleges internationally, 
with numerous global ambassadors. The 
Women’s Entrepreneurship Day mission is to 
empower, celebrate, and support women in 
business worldwide to alleviate poverty. 

On Friday, November 15th, Ms. Diamond 
hosted a Women’s Entrepreneurship Day 
event in New York City at the United Nations 
in order to empower, celebrate, and support 
women and girls globally to alleviate poverty. 

During this event, Ms. Diamond and her or-
ganization honored the following individuals 
with their respective awards: 
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Leah Solivan—General Partner Fuel Capital 

& Founder TaskRabbit—Technology Pioneer 
Award; 

Stephanie Newby—Founder Golden Seeds, 
the premiere early-stage investment firm for 
women-led companies & Former CEO Crim-
son Hexagon—Financial Pioneer Award; 

Patty Baker—Philanthropist, Broadway Pro-
ducer, Founder Baker Scholars, Board Mem-
ber Hunter College Foundation (Baker Theater 
Building), New York Public Theater, Naples 
Players, Baker Art Museum & Milwaukee Rep-
ertory Theater—Philanthropy Pioneer Award; 

Norma Kamali—International Fashion De-
signer, Founder/CEO Normalife, Founder/CEO 
Wellness CAFÉ & STOP OBJECTIFICATION 
CAMPAIGN—Fashion Pioneer Award; 

Hannah Stocking—Global Entertainer with 
25+ Million Followers—Influencer Pioneer 
Award; 

Missy Elliott—Grammy Award-Winning Mu-
sical Artist—Music Pioneer Award; 

Francine LeFrak—Founder/Visionary Same 
Sky, Chair Harvard Kennedy School Women’s 
Leadership Board & Founder LeFrak Produc-
tions—Accessory Pioneer Award; and 

Wendy Diamond—Social Entrepreneur, Im-
pact Investor, Humanitarian, Animal Advocate, 
Best-Selling Author and CEO/Founder of 
Women’s Entrepreneurship Day Organiza-
tion—Humanitarian Pioneer Award. 

Madam Speaker, I urge the entire House to 
recognize these remarkable role models, and 
to celebrate Women’s Entrepreneurship Day 
this year and every year moving forward. 

f 

INTRODUCTION OF THE 
BREASTFEEDING MOTHERS JURY 
DUTY EXCLUSION ACT OF 2019 

HON. ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON 
OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, November 19, 2019 

Ms. NORTON. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to introduce the Breastfeeding Mothers Jury 
Duty Exclusion Act of 2019. My bill would 
allow breastfeeding mothers summoned for 
jury service in federal court or in the Superior 
Court of the District of Columbia to be ex-
cused from service for the period they are 
breastfeeding an infant. This would be optional 
for the mothers. Breastfeeding mothers would 
be allowed to serve if they do not wish to take 
the exemption. The benefits of breastfeeding 

are well-documented, and breastfeeding moth-
ers should not be deterred from breastfeeding 
because of a jury summons. 

Under the National Capital Revitalization 
and Self-Government Improvement Act of 
1997 (Pub. L. 105–33), Congress took respon-
sibility for paying for the D.C. courts and other 
state-like functions previously provided by 
D.C. The D.C. courts, however, have always 
been under the control of Congress, even 
when they were funded by the District. The 
Home Rule Act prohibits the District govern-
ment from enacting any law relating to Title 11 
of the D.C. Code. Title 11 establishes the ex-
emptions from jury. Therefore, this bill is nec-
essary to provide this exclusion for both the 
federal and D.C. courts. 

I urge my colleagues to support this bill. 
f 

BARSTOW CITY COUNCILMEMBER 
RICHARD HARPOLE RETIRES 

HON. PAUL COOK 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, November 19, 2019 

Mr. COOK. Madam Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the retirement of Barstow City 
Councilmember Richard Harpole, who de-
parted the dais on November 18, 2019. 

Richard Harpole was born on October 8, 
1958 in Illinois. He came to Barstow by way 
of the United States Army, where he served at 
nearby Fort Irwin as a military police investi-
gator. While stationed at Fort Irwin, he met his 
wife Donna, and married her in 1984. After his 
marriage, he was honorably discharged from 
the Army and joined the Barstow Police De-
partment. During his time with the Barstow Po-
lice Department, Richard focused heavily on 
combatting gangs and drug trafficking, and is 
still a lifetime member of the California Nar-
cotic Officers Association. He retired from the 
Barstow Police Department in 2008 as a lieu-
tenant. 

After his retirement, Councilmember Harpole 
stayed involved in his community. He served 
on the board of the Barstow Area Chamber of 
Commerce, the Boys & Girls Club of Barstow, 
Mojave Valley Volunteer Hospice, and the 
Barstow Humane Society. Councilmember 
Harpole was elected to the Barstow City 
Council in 2012 and won reelection in 2016. 

Councilmember Richard Harpole has a his-
tory of serving his community throughout his 

life, from his service in the United States Army 
and Barstow Police Department to his civic 
engagement across numerous boards of direc-
tors and culminating in his service as a Bar-
stow City Councilmember. I congratulate him 
on a very well-deserved retirement and will 
miss his presence in the City of Barstow. 

f 

HONORING IRENE BLESSING 

HON. LARRY BUCSHON 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, November 19, 2019 

Mr. BUCSHON. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to honor Irene Blessing, who will be 
celebrating her 100th birthday on November 
23, 2019. Irene is the oldest living female vet-
eran in Vanderburgh County, having served as 
an Army nurse in World War II. 

Born the daughter of a World War I Navy 
veteran, Irene felt the call to serve her country 
after the United States was drawn into World 
War II. After enlisting on May 26, 1943, she 
made her way to the 228th Army Hospital in 
Sherborne, England. Her most trying moments 
in the hospital came in the wake of D-Day. 
After being woken up by the deafening noise 
of airplane engines overhead, Irene and the 
rest of the hospital staff began receiving pa-
tients two days later. The incoming flow of pa-
tients was so steady that the hospital hardly 
had time to do the laundry. Despite the stress-
ful circumstances, Irene served with distinction 
and honor, providing quality care for wounded 
Allied soldiers. She and her fellow nurses also 
graciously treated wounded German pris-
oners-of-war. When asked retrospectively 
about the hospital’s treatment of German sol-
diers, she said, ‘‘They were people, and we 
had to do it.’’ After two years of service, Irene 
was honorably discharged. 

Irene’s dedicated service has inspired Hoo-
siers and fellow Midwesterners throughout her 
life, especially her own family. Her two sons, 
Arthur and Paul Midle, followed her footsteps 
into the armed forces, serving in the Marine 
Corps and the Air Force respectively. 

Madam Speaker, it gives me great pleasure 
today to recognize Irene on her great mile-
stone. On behalf of Indiana’s 8th District, I 
wish her well and I thank her for her service 
to our country. 
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Tuesday, November 19, 2019 

Daily Digest 
Senate 

Chamber Action 
Routine Proceedings, pages S6631–S6680 
Measures Introduced: Eleven bills and five resolu-
tions were introduced, as follows: S. 2891–2901, and 
S. Res. 430–434.                                         Pages S6669, S6679 

Measures Passed: 
Hong Kong Human Rights and Democracy Act: 

Senate passed S. 1838, to amend the Hong Kong 
Policy Act of 1992, after withdrawing the com-
mittee amendment in the nature of a substitute, and 
agreeing to the following amendment proposed 
thereto:                                                       Pages S6632, S6650–60 

Rubio Amendment No. 1246, in the nature of a 
substitute.                                                              Pages S6657–60 

Prohibiting Export of Covered Munitions to the 
Hong Kong Police Force: Committee on Banking, 
Housing, and Urban Affairs was discharged from 
further consideration of S. 2710, to prohibit the 
commercial export of covered munitions items to the 
Hong Kong Police Force, and the bill was then 
passed, after agreeing to the following amendments 
proposed thereto:                                                Pages S6660–61 

Merkley Amendment No. 1247, to include the 
Committee on Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs 
of the Senate as part of the notification requirement. 
                                                                                            Page S6661 

Merkley Amendment No. 1248, to provide a one- 
year sunset.                                                                    Page S6661 

Wyoming Women’s Suffrage Day: Senate agreed 
to S. Res. 430, designating December 10, 2019, as 
‘‘Wyoming Women’s Suffrage Day’’.               Page S6674 

American Diabetes Month: Senate agreed to S. 
Res. 431, supporting the goals and ideals of Amer-
ican Diabetes Month.                                               Page S6674 

National College Application Month: Senate 
agreed to S. Res. 432, designating November 2019, 
as ‘‘National College Application Month’’. 
                                                                                            Page S6675 

Blue Star Mother’s Day: Senate agreed to S. Res. 
433, designating February 1, 2020, as ‘‘Blue Star 
Mother’s Day’’.                                                            Page S6675 

Honoring the life of Nicholas Anthony 
Buoniconti: Senate agreed to S. Res. 434, honoring 
the life of Nicholas Anthony Buoniconti. 
                                                                                    Pages S6675–76 

Reauthorizing Security for Supreme Court Jus-
tices Act: Senate passed H.R. 4258, to authorize the 
Marshal of the Supreme Court and the Supreme 
Court Police to protect the Justices, employees, and 
official guests of the Supreme Court outside of the 
Supreme Court grounds.                                         Page S6679 

Message from the President: Senate received the 
following message from the President of the United 
States: 

Transmitting, pursuant to law, a report relative to 
the continuation of the national emergency that was 
originally declared in Executive Order 13712 of No-
vember 22, 2015, with respect to Burundi; which 
was referred to the Committee on Banking, Hous-
ing, and Urban Affairs. (PM–38)                       Page S6668 

Lagoa Nomination—Agreement: Senate resumed 
consideration of the nomination of Barbara Lagoa, of 
Florida, to be United States Circuit Judge for the 
Eleventh Circuit.                                                        Page S6642 

During consideration of this nomination today, 
Senate also took the following action: 

By 80 yeas to 15 nays (Vote No. EX. 359), Senate 
agreed to the motion to close further debate on the 
nomination.                                                                   Page S6642 

A unanimous-consent agreement was reached pro-
viding that all post-cloture time on the nomination 
be considered expired at 11:30 a.m., on Wednesday, 
November 20, 2019.                                                Page S6679 

A unanimous-consent agreement was reached pro-
viding for further consideration of the nomination, 
post-cloture, at approximately 10 a.m., on Wednes-
day, November 20, 2019.                              Pages S6679–80 

Nomination Confirmed: Senate confirmed the fol-
lowing nomination: 

By 64 yeas to 31 nays (Vote No. EX. 358), Rob-
ert J. Luck, of Florida, to be United States Circuit 
Judge for the Eleventh Circuit.                           Page S6642 

Nominations Received: Senate received the fol-
lowing nominations: 
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Alina I. Marshall, of Virginia, to be a Judge of 
the United States Tax Court for a term of fifteen 
years. 

Christian N. Weiler, of Louisiana, to be a Judge 
of the United States Tax Court for a term of fifteen 
years. 

J. Steven Dowd, of Florida, to be United States 
Director of the European Bank for Reconstruction 
and Development. 

Henry T. Wooster, of Virginia, to be Ambassador 
to the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan. 

Crosby Kemper III, of Missouri, to be Director of 
the Institute of Museum and Library Services for a 
term of four years. 

Mark A. Robbins, of the District of Columbia, to 
be an Associate Judge of the Superior Court of the 
District of Columbia for the term of fifteen years. 

Carl Ezekiel Ross, of the District of Columbia, to 
be an Associate Judge of the Superior Court of the 
District of Columbia for the term of fifteen years. 

Kathryn C. Davis, of Maryland, to be a Judge of 
the United States Court of Federal Claims for a term 
of fifteen years. 

Edward Hulvey Meyers, of Maryland, to be a 
Judge of the United States Court of Federal Claims 
for a term of fifteen years. 

1 Army nomination in the rank of general. 
7 Coast Guard nominations in the rank of admi-

ral. 
Routine lists in the Army, and Coast Guard. 

                                                                                            Page S6680 

Messages from the House:                                 Page S6668 

Measures Referred:                                                 Page S6668 

Executive Reports of Committees:       Pages S6668–69 

Additional Cosponsors:                               Pages S6669–72 

Statements on Introduced Bills/Resolutions: 
                                                                                    Pages S6672–73 

Additional Statements:                                Pages S6665–68 

Amendments Submitted:                           Pages S6676–79 

Authorities for Committees to Meet:         Page S6679 

Privileges of the Floor:                                        Page S6679 

Record Votes: Two record votes were taken today. 
(Total—359)                                                                 Page S6642 

Adjournment: Senate convened at 10 a.m. and ad-
journed at 6:23 p.m., until 10 a.m. on Wednesday, 
November 20, 2019. (For Senate’s program, see the 
remarks of the Acting Majority Leader in today’s 
Record on page S6680.) 

Committee Meetings 
(Committees not listed did not meet) 

BUSINESS MEETING 
Committee on Armed Services: Committee ordered favor-
ably reported the nominations of Lisa W. Hershman, 
of Indiana, to be Chief Management Officer, Dana S. 
Deasy, of Virginia, to be Chief Information Officer, 
and Robert John Sander, of Virginia, to be General 
Counsel of the Department of the Navy, all of the 
Department of Defense, Joseph Bruce Hamilton, of 
Texas, Jessie Hill Roberson, of Virginia, and Thomas 
A. Summers, of Pennsylvania, each to be a Member 
of the Defense Nuclear Facilities Safety Board, and 
181 nominations in the Army, Navy, Air Force, and 
Marine Corps. 

BUSINESS MEETING 
Committee on Energy and Natural Resources: Committee 
ordered favorably reported the following business 
items: 

S. 500, to amend title 54, United States Code, to 
establish, fund, and provide for the use of amounts 
in a National Park Service Legacy Restoration Fund 
to address the maintenance backlog of the National 
Park Service, with an amendment in the nature of 
a substitute; 

S. 876, to amend the Energy Policy Act of 2005 
to require the Secretary of Energy to establish a pro-
gram to prepare veterans for careers in the energy in-
dustry, including the solar, wind, cybersecurity, and 
other low-carbon emissions sectors or zero-emissions 
sectors of the energy industry, with amendments; 

S. 1081, to amend title 54, United States Code, 
to provide permanent, dedicated funding for the 
Land and Water Conservation Fund, with an amend-
ment; 

S. 1739, to enable projects that will aid in the de-
velopment and delivery of related instruction associ-
ated with apprenticeship and preapprenticeship pro-
grams that are focused on serving the skilled tech-
nical workforce at the National Laboratories and cer-
tain facilities of the National Nuclear Security Ad-
ministration; 

S. 2368, to amend the Atomic Energy Act of 
1954 and the Energy Policy Act of 2005 to support 
licensing and relicensing of certain nuclear facilities 
and nuclear energy research, demonstration, and de-
velopment, with an amendment in the nature of a 
substitute; 

S. 2418, to amend the Gulf of Mexico Energy Se-
curity Act of 2006 to modify a definition and the 
disposition and authorized uses of qualified outer 
Continental Shelf revenues under that Act and to ex-
empt State and county payments under that Act 
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from sequestration, to provide for the distribution of 
certain outer Continental Shelf revenues to the State 
of Alaska, with amendments; 

S. 2425, to amend the Energy Policy and Con-
servation Act to establish the CHP Technical Assist-
ance Partnership Program, with an amendment; 

S. 2508, to require the Secretary of Energy to es-
tablish a council to conduct a survey and analysis of 
the employment figures and demographics in the en-
ergy, energy efficiency, and motor vehicle sectors of 
the United States, with amendments; 

S. 2556, to amend the Federal Power Act to pro-
vide energy cybersecurity investment incentives, to 
establish a grant and technical assistance program for 
cybersecurity investments, with an amendment in 
the nature of a substitute; 

S. 2657, to support innovation in advanced geo-
thermal research and development, with an amend-
ment in the nature of a substitute; 

S. 2668, to establish a program for research, de-
velopment, and demonstration of solar energy tech-
nologies, with an amendment in the nature of a sub-
stitute; 

S. 2688, to amend the Energy Policy Act of 2005 
to establish an Office of Technology Transitions, 
with an amendment; 

S. 2702, to require the Secretary of Energy to es-
tablish an integrated energy systems research, devel-
opment, and demonstration, with an amendment in 
the nature of a substitute; 

S. 2714, to amend the America COMPETES Act 
to reauthorize the ARPA–E program, with an 
amendment; 

S. 2799, to require the Secretary of Energy and 
the Secretary of the Interior to establish a joint 
Nexus of Energy and Water Sustainability Office, 
with an amendment; and 

The nominations of Dan R. Brouillette, of Texas, 
to be Secretary of Energy, James P. Danly, of Ten-
nessee, to be a Member of the Federal Energy Regu-
latory Commission, and Katharine MacGregor, of 
Pennsylvania, to be Deputy Secretary of the Interior. 

CLEAN WATER ACT SECTION 401 
Committee on Environment and Public Works: Com-
mittee concluded a hearing to examine S. 1087, to 
amend the Federal Water Pollution Control Act to 
make changes with respect to water quality certifi-
cation, and state perspectives on other potential re-
forms to the implementation of Section 401 of the 
Clean Water Act, after receiving testimony from 
Wyoming Governor Mark Gordon, Cheyenne; Okla-
homa Governor J. Kevin Stitt, Oklahoma City; and 
Laura Watson, Washington State Office of the At-
torney General, Seattle. 

SECURING U.S. RESEARCH ENTERPRISE 
Committee on Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs: Permanent Subcommittee on Investigations 
concluded a hearing to examine securing the United 
States research enterprise from China’s talent recruit-
ment plans, after receiving testimony from John 
Brown, Assistant Director, Counterintelligence Divi-
sion, Federal Bureau of Investigation, Department of 
Justice; Rebecca Keiser, Office Head, Office of Inter-
national Science and Engineering, National Science 
Foundation; Michael S. Lauer, Deputy Director for 
Extramural Research, National Institutes of Health, 
Department of Health and Human Services; Chris 
Fall, Director, Office of Science, Department of En-
ergy; and Edward J. Ramotowski, Deputy Assistant 
Secretary of State, Bureau of Consular Affairs. 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF PRISONS 
OVERSIGHT 
Committee on the Judiciary: Committee concluded an 
oversight hearing to examine the Federal Bureau of 
Prisons, after receiving testimony from Kathleen 
Hawk Sawyer, Director, Federal Bureau of Prisons, 
Department of Justice. 

INTELLIGENCE 
Select Committee on Intelligence: Committee met in 
closed session to receive a briefing on certain intel-
ligence matters from officials of the intelligence 
community. 

h 

House of Representatives 
Chamber Action 
Public Bills and Resolutions Introduced: 32 pub-
lic bills, H.R. 5154–5185; and 6 resolutions, H. 
Con. Res. 75; and H. Res. 711–712 and 714–716 
were introduced.                                                 Pages H9056–57 

Additional Cosponsors:                               Pages H9058–59 

Reports Filed: Reports were filed today as follows: 
H.R. 3469, to direct the Transportation Security 

Administration to carry out covert testing and risk 
mitigation improvement of aviation security oper-
ations, and for other purposes (H. Rept. 116–298); 
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H.R. 4402, to require the Secretary of Homeland 
Security to conduct an inland waters threat analysis, 
and for other purposes (H. Rept. 116–299); 

H.R. 4713, to amend the Homeland Security Act 
of 2002 to make certain improvements in the Office 
for Civil Rights and Civil Liberties of the Depart-
ment of Homeland Security, and for other purposes, 
with an amendment (H. Rept. 116–300); 

H.R. 4753, to prohibit the Secretary of Homeland 
Security from operating or procuring foreign-made 
unmanned aircraft systems, and for other purposes 
(H. Rept. 116–301); and 

H. Res. 713, providing for consideration of the 
bill (H.R. 1309) to direct the Secretary of Labor to 
issue an occupational safety and health standard that 
requires covered employers within the health care 
and social service industries to develop and imple-
ment a comprehensive workplace violence prevention 
plan, and for other purposes; providing for pro-
ceedings during the period from November 22, 
2019, through December 2, 2019; and providing for 
consideration of motions to suspend the rules (H. 
Rept. 116–302).                                                 Pages H9055–56 

Speaker: Read a letter from the Speaker wherein she 
appointed Representative Takano to act as Speaker 
pro tempore for today.                                             Page H8961 

Recess: The House recessed at 10:35 a.m. and re-
convened at 12 noon.                                               Page H8965 

Journal: The House agreed to the Speaker’s approval 
of the Journal by voice vote.                Pages H8965, H9041 

Recess: The House recessed at 12:36 p.m. and re-
convened at 1:10 p.m.                                             Page H8969 

Suspension—Proceedings Resumed: The House 
agreed to suspend the rules and pass the following 
measure. Consideration began Monday, November 
18th. 

Improving Corporate Governance Through Di-
versity Act of 2019: H.R. 5084, to amend the Secu-
rities Exchange Act of 1934 to require the submis-
sion by issuers of data relating to diversity, by a 2⁄3 
yea-and-nay vote of 281 yeas to 135 nays, Roll No. 
630.                                                                           Pages H8971–72 

Commerce, Justice, Science, and Related Agen-
cies Appropriations Act, 2020: The House con-
curred in the Senate amendment to H.R. 3055, 
making appropriations for the Departments of Com-
merce and Justice, Science, and Related Agencies for 
the fiscal year ending September 30, 2020, with an 
amendment inserting the text of Rules Committee 
Print 116–38 in lieu of the matter proposed to be 
inserted by the Senate, by a yea-and-nay vote of 231 
yeas to 192 nays, Roll No. 631. 
                                                         Pages H8967–69, H8970–H9041 

H. Res. 708, the rule providing for consideration 
of the Senate amendment to the bill (H.R. 3055) 
was agreed to by a yea-and-nay vote of 230 yeas to 
194 nays, Roll No. 629, after the previous question 
was ordered by a yea-and-nay vote of 228 yeas to 
192 nays, Roll No. 628.             Pages H8967–69, H8970–71 

Directing the Clerk of the House of Representa-
tives to make a correction in the enrollment of 
H.R. 3055: The House agreed to H. Con. Res. 75, 
directing the Clerk of the House of Representatives 
to make a correction in the enrollment of H.R. 
3055.                                                                                Page H9041 

Committee Election: The House agreed to H. Res. 
712, electing Members to certain standing commit-
tees of the House of Representatives and ranking 
Members on certain standing committees of the 
House of Representatives.                                      Page H9041 

Presidential Message: Read a message from the 
President wherein he notified Congress that the na-
tional emergency with respect to Burundi that was 
declared in Executive Order 13712 of November 22, 
2015 is to continue in effect beyond November 22, 
2019—referred to the Committee on Foreign Affairs 
and ordered to be printed (H. Doc. 116–81). 
                                                                                            Page H8969 

Senate Referral: S. 2071 was referred to the Com-
mittee on Natural Resources.               Pages H8969, H9054 

Senate Message: Message received from the Senate 
by the Clerk and subsequently presented to the 
House today appears on page H8969. 
Quorum Calls—Votes: Four yea-and-nay votes de-
veloped during the proceedings of today and appear 
on pages H8970, H8970–71, H8971, and 
H9040–41. There were no quorum calls. 
Adjournment: The House met at 10 a.m. and ad-
journed at 5:27 p.m. 

Committee Meetings 
REVIEW OF CREDIT CONDITIONS: REPORT 
FROM THE FARM CREDIT 
ADMINISTRATION (FCA) 
Committee on Agriculture: Subcommittee on Com-
modity Exchanges, Energy and Credit held a hearing 
entitled ‘‘Review of Credit Conditions: Report from 
the Farm Credit Administration (FCA)’’. Testimony 
was heard from Glen R. Smith, Chairman and Chief 
Executive Officer, Farm Credit Administration. 

REVIEW OF THE OFFICE OF THE 
ASSISTANT SECRETARY FOR CIVIL RIGHTS 
Committee on Agriculture: Subcommittee on Oversight 
and Department Operations held a hearing entitled 
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‘‘Review of the Office of the Assistant Secretary for 
Civil Rights’’. Testimony was heard from Naomi C. 
Earp, Deputy Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, 
Department of Agriculture. 

MISCELLANEOUS MEASURES 
Committee on Energy and Commerce: Full Committee 
began a markup on legislation on the Safe, Account-
able, Fair, and Environmentally Responsible Pipeline 
Act of 2019; H.R. 2339, the ‘‘Reversing the Youth 
Tobacco Epidemic Act of 2019’’; H.R. 4995, the 
‘‘Maternal Health Quality Improvement Act of 
2019’’; H.R. 4996, the ‘‘Helping Medicaid Offer 
Maternity Services Act of 2019’’; H.R. 1603, the 
‘‘Alan Reinstein Ban Asbestos Now Act of 2019’’; 
H.R. 535, the ‘‘PFAS Action Act of 2019’’; H.R. 
2699, the ‘‘Nuclear Waste Policy Amendments Act 
of 2019’’; H.R. 3851, the ‘‘Brand USA Extension 
Act’’; H.R. 4779, to extend the Undertaking Spam, 
Spyware, And Fraud Enforcement With Enforcers 
beyond Borders Act of 2006, and for other purposes; 
H.R. 4229, the ‘‘Broadband Deployment Accuracy 
and Technological Availability Act’’; H.R. 4227, the 
‘‘Mapping Accuracy Promotes Services Act’’; H.R. 
5000, the ‘‘SHARE Act’’; H.R. 4998, the ‘‘Secure 
and Trusted Communications Networks Act’’; H.R. 
4461, the ‘‘Network Security Information Sharing 
Act of 2019’’; H.R. 2881, the ‘‘Secure 5G and Be-
yond Act of 2019’’; H.R. 4500, the ‘‘Promoting 
United States Wireless Leadership Act of 2019’’; H. 
Res. 575, expressing the sense of the House of Rep-
resentatives that all stakeholders in the deployment 
of 5G communications infrastructure should carefully 
consider and adhere to the recommendation of ‘‘The 
Prague Proposals’’; and H.R. 5035, the ‘‘Television 
Viewer Protection Act’’. 

AMERICA FOR SALE? AN EXAMINATION OF 
THE PRACTICES OF PRIVATE FUNDS 
Committee on Financial Services: Full Committee held 
a hearing entitled ‘‘America for Sale? An Examina-
tion of the Practices of Private Funds’’. Testimony 
was heard from public witnesses. 

FY2020 BUDGET AND U.S.-AFRICA 
RELATIONS 
Committee on Foreign Affairs: Subcommittee on Africa, 
Global Health, Global Human Rights, and Inter-
national Organizations held a hearing entitled 
‘‘FY2020 Budget and U.S.-Africa Relations’’. Testi-
mony was heard from Tibor P. Nagy, Jr., Assistant 
Secretary, Bureau of African Affairs, Department of 
State; and Cheryl L. Anderson, Deputy Assistant Ad-
ministrator, Bureau for Africa, U.S. Agency for 
International Development. 

THE IMPORTANCE OF THE OPEN SKIES 
TREATY 
Committee on Foreign Affairs: Subcommittee on Eu-
rope, Eurasia, Energy, and the Environment held a 
hearing entitled ‘‘The Importance of the Open Skies 
Treaty’’. Testimony was heard from Amy Woolf, 
Specialist in Nuclear Weapons Policy, Congressional 
Research Services, Library of Congress; and public 
witnesses. 

WHAT’S NEXT FOR LEBANON? 
EXAMINING THE IMPLICATIONS OF 
CURRENT PROTESTS 
Committee on Foreign Affairs: Subcommittee on the 
Middle East, North Africa, and International Ter-
rorism held a hearing entitled ‘‘What’s Next for 
Lebanon? Examining the Implications of Current 
Protests’’. Testimony was heard from Carla E. 
Humud, Analyst in Middle Eastern Affairs, Congres-
sional Research Service, Library of Congress; and 
public witnesses. 

EXAMINING THE HUMAN RIGHTS AND 
LEGAL IMPLICATIONS OF DHS ‘REMAIN IN 
MEXICO’ POLICY 
Committee on Homeland Security: Subcommittee on 
Border Security, Facilitation, and Operations held a 
hearing entitled ‘‘Examining the Human Rights and 
Legal Implications of DHS ’Remain in Mexico’ Pol-
icy’’. Testimony was heard from public witnesses. 

THE ROAD TO 2020: DEFENDING AGAINST 
ELECTION INTERFERENCE 
Committee on Homeland Security: Subcommittee on Cy-
bersecurity, Infrastructure Protection, and Innovation 
held a hearing entitled ‘‘The Road to 2020: Defend-
ing Against Election Interference’’. Testimony was 
heard from public witnesses. 

THE PATENT TRIAL AND APPEAL BOARD 
AND THE APPOINTMENTS CLAUSE: 
IMPLICATIONS OF RECENT COURT 
DECISIONS 
Committee on the Judiciary: Subcommittee on Courts, 
Intellectual Property, and the Internet held a hearing 
entitled ‘‘The Patent Trial and Appeal Board and the 
Appointments Clause: Implications of Recent Court 
Decisions’’. Testimony was heard from public wit-
nesses. 

REVIEWING THE BROKEN PROMISES 
REPORT: EXAMINING THE CHRONIC 
FEDERAL FUNDING SHORTFALLS IN 
INDIAN COUNTRY 
Committee on Natural Resources: Subcommittee for In-
digenous Peoples of the United States held a hearing 
entitled ‘‘Reviewing the Broken Promises Report: 
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Examining the Chronic Federal Funding Shortfalls in 
Indian Country’’. Testimony was heard from Patricia 
Timmons Goodson, Vice-Chair, U.S. Commission on 
Civil Rights; Anna Maria Ortiz, Director, Natural 
Resources and Environment, Government Account-
ability Office; Rear Admiral Chris Buchanan, Dep-
uty Director, Indian Health Service, Department of 
Health and Human Services; Jason Freihage, Deputy 
Assistant Secretary for Management, Bureau of In-
dian Affairs, Department of the Interior; and public 
witnesses. 

TOXIC, FOREVER CHEMICALS: A CALL FOR 
IMMEDIATE FEDERAL ACTION ON PFAS 
Committee on Oversight and Reform: Subcommittee on 
Environment held a hearing entitled ‘‘Toxic, Forever 
Chemicals: A Call for Immediate Federal Action on 
PFAS’’. Testimony was heard from public witnesses. 

THE DEFENSE POW/MIA ACCOUNTING 
AGENCY: BRINGING OUR NATION’S 
HEROES HOME 
Committee on Oversight and Reform: Subcommittee on 
National Security held a hearing entitled ‘‘The De-
fense POW/MIA Accounting Agency: Bringing Our 
Nation’s Heroes Home’’. Testimony was heard from 
Kelly McKeague, Director, Defense POW/MIA Ac-
counting Agency; and public witnesses. 

THE DEFENSE POW/MIA ACCOUNTING 
AGENCY: BRINGING OUR NATION’S 
HEROES HOME 
Committee on Rules: Full Committee held a hearing on 
H.R. 1309, the ‘‘Workplace Violence Prevention for 
Health Care and Social Service Workers Act’’. The 
Committee granted, by nonrecord vote, a structured 
rule providing for consideration of H.R. 1309, the 
‘‘Workplace Violence Prevention for Health Care and 
Social Service Workers Act’’. The rule provides one 
hour of general debate on the bill equally divided 
and controlled by the chair and ranking minority 
member of the Committee on Education and Labor. 
The rule waives all points of order against consider-
ation of the bill. The rule provides that an amend-
ment in the nature of a substitute consisting of the 
text of Rules Committee Print 116–37, modified by 
the amendment printed in Part A of the Rules Com-
mittee report, shall be considered as adopted and the 
bill, as amended, shall be considered as read. The 
rule waives all points of order against provisions in 
the bill, as amended. The rule makes in order only 
those further amendments printed in part B the 
Rules Committee report accompanying the resolu-
tion. Each such amendment may be offered only in 
the order printed in the report, may be offered only 
by a Member designated in the report, shall be con-
sidered as read, shall be debatable for the time speci-

fied in the report equally divided and controlled by 
the proponent and an opponent, shall not be subject 
to amendment, and shall not be subject to a demand 
for division of the question. The rule waives all 
points of order against the amendments printed in 
part B of the report. The rule provides one motion 
to recommit with or without instructions. The rule 
provides that on any legislative day during the pe-
riod from November 22, 2019, through December 2, 
2019: the Journal of the proceedings of the previous 
day shall be considered as approved; and the Chair 
may at any time declare the House adjourned to 
meet at a date and time to be announced by the 
Chair in declaring the adjournment. The rule pro-
vides that the Speaker may appoint Members to per-
form the duties of the Chair for the duration of the 
period addressed by section 2. The rule provides that 
each day during the period addressed by section 2 
shall not constitute a calendar or legislative day for 
purposes of clause 7(c)(1) of rule XXII. The rule pro-
vides that it shall be in order at any time on the 
legislative day of November 21, 2019, for the Speak-
er to entertain motions that the House suspend the 
rules as though under clause 1 of rule XV, and that 
the Speaker or her designee shall consult with the 
Minority Leader or his designee on the designation 
of any matter for consideration pursuant to this sec-
tion. Testimony was heard from Chairman Scott of 
Virginia, and Representatives Byrne and Courtney. 

SMART CONSTRUCTION: INCREASING 
OPPORTUNITIES FOR SMALL BUSINESSES 
IN INFRASTRUCTURE 
Committee on Small Business: Subcommittee on Con-
tracting and Infrastructure held a hearing entitled 
‘‘Smart Construction: Increasing Opportunities for 
Small Businesses in Infrastructure’’. Testimony was 
heard from public witnesses. 

CONCEPTS FOR THE NEXT WATER 
RESOURCES DEVELOPMENT ACT: 
PROMOTING RESILIENCY OF OUR 
NATION’S WATER RESOURCES 
INFRASTRUCTURE 
Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure: Sub-
committee on Water Resources and Environment 
held a hearing entitled ‘‘Concepts for the Next 
Water Resources Development Act: Promoting Re-
siliency of our Nation’s Water Resources Infrastruc-
ture’’. Testimony was heard from public witnesses. 

FURTHER EXAMINING FOREVER GI BILL 
IMPLEMENTATION EFFORTS 
Committee on Veterans’ Affairs: Subcommittee on Eco-
nomic Opportunity held a hearing entitled ‘‘Further 
Examining Forever GI Bill Implementation Efforts’’. 
Testimony was heard from Paul R. Lawrence, Under 
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Secretary, Veterans Benefits Administration, Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs; James P. Gfrerer, Assistant 
Secretary, Office of Information and Technology, De-
partment of Veterans Affairs; and a public witness. 

IMPEACHMENT INQUIRY: MS. WILLIAMS 
AND LT. COL. VINDMAN 
Permanent Select Committee on Intelligence: Full Com-
mittee held a hearing entitled ‘‘Impeachment In-
quiry: Ms. Williams and Lt. Col. Vindman’’. Testi-
mony was heard from Jennifer Williams, Special Ad-
visor for Europe and Russia, Office of the Vice Presi-
dent of the United States; and Lieutenant Colonel 
Alexander Vindman, Director for European Affairs, 
National Security Council, Executive Office of the 
President of the United States. 

IMPEACHMENT INQUIRY: AMBASSADOR 
VOLKER AND MR. MORRISON 
Permanent Select Committee on Intelligence: Full Com-
mittee held a hearing entitled ‘‘Impeachment In-
quiry: Ambassador Volker and Mr. Morrison’’. Testi-
mony was heard from Timothy Morrison, Special As-
sistant to the President and Senior Director for Eu-
rope and Russia, National Security Council, Execu-
tive Office of the President; and a public witness. 

Joint Meetings 
OPEN SKIES TREATY 
Commission on Security and Cooperation in Europe: Com-
mission concluded a joint hearing with the House 
Committee on Foreign Affairs Subcommittee on Eu-
rope, Eurasia, Energy, and the Environment to exam-
ine the importance of the Open Skies Treaty, after 
receiving testimony from Amy F. Woolf, Specialist 
in Nuclear Weapons Policy, Congressional Research 
Service, Library of Congress; Jon Brook Wolfsthal, 
Global Zero, Washington, D.C.; and Damian Leader, 
New York University, New York, New York. 

f 

COMMITTEE MEETINGS FOR WEDNESDAY, 
NOVEMBER 20, 2019 

(Committee meetings are open unless otherwise indicated) 

Senate 
Committee on Armed Services: Subcommittee on Readiness 

and Management Support, to hold hearings to examine 
the Department of Defense audit, 9:30 a.m., SR–222. 

Subcommittee on Cybersecurity, to hold closed hear-
ings to examine implementation of the 2018 Department 
of Defense Cyber Strategy, 2:30 p.m., SVC–217. 

Subcommittee on Emerging Threats and Capabilities, 
to hold hearings to examine biological threats to United 
States national security, 3 p.m., SR–222. 

Committee on Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs: busi-
ness meeting to consider S. 2877, to reauthorize the Ter-

rorism Risk Insurance Act of 2002; to be immediately 
followed by hearings to examine the nominations of 
Mitchell A. Silk, of New York, to be an Assistant Sec-
retary of the Treasury, Brian D. Montgomery, of Texas, 
to be Deputy Secretary, and David Carey Woll, Jr., of 
Connecticut, and John Bobbitt, of Texas, both to be an 
Assistant Secretary, all of the Department of Housing and 
Urban Development, and Peter J. Coniglio, of Virginia, 
to be Inspector General, Export-Import, 10 a.m., 
SD–538. 

Committee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation: to 
hold hearings to examine highly automated vehicles, fo-
cusing on Federal perspectives on the deployment of safe-
ty technology, 10 a.m., SH–216. 

Committee on Environment and Public Works: business 
meeting to consider the nomination of Sean O’Donnell, 
of Maryland, to be Inspector General, Environmental Pro-
tection Agency, 9:35 a.m., SD–406. 

Committee on Finance: Subcommittee on Health Care, to 
hold hearings to examine Alzheimer’s awareness, focusing 
on barriers to diagnosis, treatment, and care coordination, 
2 p.m., SD–215. 

Committee on Foreign Relations: to hold hearings to exam-
ine the nomination of Stephen E. Biegun, of Michigan, 
to be Deputy Secretary of State, 10:15 a.m., SD–419. 

Full Committee, business meeting to consider the 
nominations of Roxanne Cabral, of Virginia, to be Am-
bassador to the Republic of the Marshall Islands, Carmen 
G. Cantor, of Puerto Rico, to be Ambassador to the Fed-
erated States of Micronesia, Kelley Eckels Currie, of Geor-
gia, to be Ambassador at Large for Global Women’s 
Issues, Kelly C. Degnan, of California, to be Ambassador 
to Georgia, Michael George DeSombre, of Illinois, to be 
Ambassador to the Kingdom of Thailand, David T. 
Fischer, of Michigan, to be Ambassador to the Kingdom 
of Morocco, Robert S. Gilchrist, of Florida, to be Ambas-
sador to the Republic of Lithuania, Peter M. Haymond, 
of Virginia, to be Ambassador to the Lao People’s Demo-
cratic Republic, Sung Y. Kim, of California, to be Am-
bassador to the Republic of Indonesia, Yuri Kim, of 
Guam, to be Ambassador to the Republic of Albania, 
Alina L. Romanowski, of Illinois, to be Ambassador to 
the State of Kuwait, John Joseph Sullivan, of Maryland, 
to be Ambassador to the Russian Federation, Morse H. 
Tan, of Illinois, to be Ambassador at Large for Global 
Criminal Justice, and Leslie Meredith Tsou, of Virginia, 
to be Ambassador to the Sultanate of Oman, all of the 
Department of State, Andeliz N. Castillo, of New York, 
to be United States Alternate Executive Director of the 
Inter-American Development Bank, Alma L. Golden, of 
Texas, to be an Assistant Administrator of the United 
States Agency for International Development, and routine 
lists in the Foreign Service, 2 p.m., S–116, Capitol. 

Subcommittee on Multilateral International Develop-
ment, Multilateral Institutions, and International Eco-
nomic, Energy, and Environmental Policy, to hold hear-
ings to examine challenges and opportunities for advanc-
ing United States interests in the United Nations system, 
2:30 p.m., SD–419. 

Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions: to 
hold hearings to examine the nomination of Stephen 
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Hahn, of Texas, to be Commissioner of Food and Drugs, 
Department of Health and Human Services, 10 a.m., 
SD–430. 

Committee on Indian Affairs: business meeting to con-
sider S. 227, to direct the Attorney General to review, 
revise, and develop law enforcement and justice protocols 
appropriate to address missing and murdered Indians, and 
S. 982, to increase intergovernmental coordination to 
identify and combat violent crime within Indian lands 
and of Indians; to be immediately followed by an over-
sight hearing to examine honoring a nation’s promise to 
Native veterans, including S. 1001, to amend the Indian 
Health Care Improvement Act to allow the Indian Health 
Service to cover the cost of a copayment of an Indian or 
Alaska Native veteran receiving medical care or services 
from the Department of Veterans Affairs, and S. 2365, to 
amend the Indian Health Care Improvement Act to au-
thorize urban Indian organizations to enter into arrange-
ments for the sharing of medical services and facilities, 
2:30 p.m., SD–628. 

House 
Committee on Appropriations, Subcommittee on Energy 

and Water Development, and Related Agencies, hearing 
entitled ‘‘The Department of Energy’s Role in Addressing 
Climate Change’’, 10 a.m., 2362–B Rayburn. 

Committee on the Budget, Full Committee, hearing enti-
tled ‘‘Reexamining the Economic Costs of Debt’’, 10 
a.m., 210 Cannon. 

Committee on Education and Labor, Subcommittee on 
Higher Education and Workforce Investment, hearing en-
titled ‘‘Examining the Policies and Priorities of the Labor 
Department’s Apprenticeship Program’’, 1 p.m., 2175 
Rayburn. 

Committee on Energy and Commerce, Subcommittee on En-
vironment and Climate Change, hearing entitled ‘‘Build-
ing a 100 Percent Clean Economy: The Challenges Facing 
Frontline Communities’’, 10 a.m., 2123 Rayburn. 

Full Committee, continue markup on legislation on the 
Safe, Accountable, Fair, and Environmentally Responsible 
Pipeline Act of 2019; H.R. 2339, the ‘‘Reversing the 
Youth Tobacco Epidemic Act of 2019’’; H.R. 4995, the 
‘‘Maternal Health Quality Improvement Act of 2019’’; 
H.R. 4996, the ‘‘Helping Medicaid Offer Maternity Serv-
ices Act of 2019’’; H.R. 1603, the ‘‘Alan Reinstein Ban 
Asbestos Now Act of 2019’’; H.R. 535, the ‘‘PFAS Ac-
tion Act of 2019’’; H.R. 2699, the ‘‘Nuclear Waste Pol-
icy Amendments Act of 2019’’; H.R. 3851, the ‘‘Brand 
USA Extension Act’’; H.R. 4779, to extend the Under-
taking Spam, Spyware, And Fraud Enforcement With En-
forcers beyond Borders Act of 2006, and for other pur-
poses; H.R. 4229, the ‘‘Broadband Deployment Accuracy 
and Technological Availability Act’’; H.R. 4227, the 
‘‘Mapping Accuracy Promotes Services Act’’; H.R. 5000, 
the ‘‘SHARE Act’’; H.R. 4998, the ‘‘Secure and Trusted 
Communications Networks Act’’; H.R. 4461, the ‘‘Net-
work Security Information Sharing Act of 2019’’; H.R. 
2881, the ‘‘Secure 5G and Beyond Act of 2019’’; H.R. 
4500, the ‘‘Promoting United States Wireless Leadership 
Act of 2019’’; H. Res. 575, expressing the sense of the 
House of Representatives that all stakeholders in the de-

ployment of 5G communications infrastructure should 
carefully consider and adhere to the recommendation of 
‘‘The Prague Proposals’’; and H.R. 5035, the ‘‘Television 
Viewer Protection Act’’, 11 a.m., 2123 Rayburn. 

Committee on Financial Services, Subcommittee on Con-
sumer Protection and Financial Institutions, hearing enti-
tled ‘‘An Examination of Regulators’ Efforts to Preserve 
and Promote Minority Depository Institutions’’, 10 a.m., 
2128 Rayburn. 

Subcommittee on Housing, Community Development, 
and Insurance, hearing entitled ‘‘Safe and Decent? Exam-
ining the Current State of Residents’ Health and Safety 
in HUD Housing’’, 2 p.m., 2128 Rayburn. 

Committee on Homeland Security, Full Committee, mark-
up on A Resolution Offered by Chairman Bennie G. 
Thompson Authorizing Issuance of Subpoena on docu-
ments related to U.S. Customs and Border Protection Op-
erations, 10 a.m., 310 Cannon. 

Committee on the Judiciary, Full Committee, markup on 
H.R. 5038, the ‘‘Farm Workforce Modernization Act of 
2019’’; H.R. 3884, the ‘‘Marijuana Opportunity Rein-
vestment and Expungement Act of 2019’’; H.R. 5140, 
the ‘‘Satellite Television Community Protection and Pro-
motion Act of 2019’’; H.R. 3991, the ‘‘Affordable Pre-
scriptions for Patients Through Improvements to Patent 
Litigation Act of 2019’’; and H.R. 5133, the ‘‘Affordable 
Prescriptions for Patients Through Promoting Competi-
tion Act of 2019’’, 10 a.m., 2141 Rayburn. 

Committee on Natural Resources, Full Committee, markup 
on H.R. 1708, the ‘‘Rim of the Valley Corridor Preserva-
tion Act’’; H.R. 2199, the ‘‘Central Coast Heritage Pro-
tection Act’’; H.R. 2215, the ‘‘San Gabriel Mountains 
Foothills and Rivers Protection Act’’; H.R. 2250, the 
‘‘Northwest California Wilderness, Recreation, and 
Working Forests Act’’; H.R. 2546, the ‘‘Colorado Wil-
derness Act of 2019’’; H.R. 2642, the ‘‘Wild Olympics 
Wilderness and Wild and Scenic Rivers Act’’; H.R. 2854, 
the ‘‘Protect Our Refuges Act of 2019’’; and S. 216, the 
‘‘Spokane Tribe of Indians of the Spokane Reservation Eq-
uitable Compensation Act’’, 10 a.m., 1324 Longworth. 

Committee on Science, Space, and Technology, Full Com-
mittee, hearing entitled ‘‘Fighting Flu, Saving Lives: Vac-
cine Science and Innovation’’, 10 a.m., 2318 Rayburn. 

Subcommittee on Environment, hearing entitled ‘‘A 
Task of EPIC Proportions: Reclaiming U.S. Leadership in 
Weather Modeling and Prediction’’, 2 p.m., 2318 Ray-
burn. 

Committee on Small Business, Full Committee, markup on 
H.R. 5078, the ‘‘Prison to Proprietorship Act’’; H.R. 
5065, the ‘‘Prison to Proprietorship for Formerly Incar-
cerated Act’’; H.R. 5130, the ‘‘Capturing All Small Busi-
nesses Act of 2019’’; and H.R. 5146, the ‘‘Unlocking 
Opportunities for Small Businesses Act of 2019’’, 11:30 
a.m., 2360 Rayburn. 

Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure, Full Com-
mittee, business meeting on adoption of Subcommittee 
Membership assignments; and markup on H.R. 5120, the 
‘‘SAFER Pipelines Act of 2019’’; H.R. 5047, to require 
the Administrator of General Services to conduct an an-
nual audit of properties leased to private parties, and for 
other purposes; H.R. 5139, the ‘‘Stop Sexual Assault and 
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Harassment in Transportation Act’’; and H.R. 5119, to 
amend title 49, United States Code, to require certain air 
carriers to provide reports with respect to maintenance, 
preventative maintenance, or alterations, and for other 
purposes, 10 a.m., 2167 Rayburn. 

Committee on Veterans’ Affairs, Full Committee, hearing 
on H.R. 3495 and legislation to establish a pilot program 
for the issuance of grants to eligible entities, 10 a.m., 
HVC–210. 

Subcommittee on Technology Modernization, hearing 
entitled ‘‘Go-Live March 2020: The Status of EHRM 
Readiness’’, 1:30 p.m., HVC–210. 

Committee on Ways and Means, Subcommittee on Trade, 
hearing entitled ‘‘U.S.-Japan Trade Agreements’’, 10 
a.m., 2020 Rayburn. 

Permanent Select Committee on Intelligence, Full Com-
mittee, hearing entitled ‘‘Impeachment Inquiry: Ambas-
sador Sondland’’, 9 a.m., 1100 Longworth. 

Full Committee, hearing entitled ‘‘Impeachment In-
quiry: Ms. Cooper and Mr. Hale’’, 2:30 p.m., 1100 Long-
worth. 

Select Committee on the Climate Crisis, Full Committee, 
hearing entitled ‘‘Creating a Climate Resilient America: 
Reducing Risks and Costs’’, 1:30 p.m., 1334 Longworth. 

Joint Meetings 
Commission on Security and Cooperation in Europe: to hold 

hearings to examine Russian influence in Belarus, 10 
a.m., 2200, Rayburn Building. 

Joint Economic Committee: to hold hearings to examine 
connecting more people to work, 2:15 p.m., SD–106. 
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Next Meeting of the SENATE 

10 a.m., Wednesday, November 20 

Senate Chamber 

Program for Wednesday: Senate will continue consider-
ation of the nomination of Barbara Lagoa, of Florida, to 
be United States Circuit Judge for the Eleventh Circuit, 
post-cloture, and vote on confirmation of the nomination 
at 11:30 a.m. 

Following disposition of the nomination of Barbara 
Lagoa, Senate will vote on the motion to invoke cloture 
on the nomination of Adrian Zuckerman, of New Jersey, 
to be Ambassador to Romania, Department of State. 

Next Meeting of the HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

10 a.m., Wednesday, November 20 

House Chamber 

Program for Wednesday: Consideration of H.R. 
1309—Workplace Violence Prevention for Health Care 
and Social Service Workers Act (Subject to a Rule). 
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