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The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will read the title of the joint
resolution for the first time.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
as follows:

A joint resolution (S.J. Res. 59) expressing
the sense of Congress on the precipitous
withdrawal of United States Armed Forces
from Syria and Afghanistan, and Turkey’s
unprovoked incursion into Syria.

Mr. MORAN. I now ask for a second
reading, and in order to place the joint
resolution on the calendar under the
provisions of rule XIV, I object to my
own request.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Objec-
tion having been heard, the joint reso-
lution will be read for a second time on
the next legislative day.

———

ORDERS FOR WEDNESDAY,
OCTOBER 23, 2019

Mr. MORAN. Madam President, I ask
unanimous consent that when the Sen-
ate completes its business today, it ad-
journ until 9:30 a.m., Wednesday, Octo-
ber 23; further, that following the pray-
er and pledge, the morning hour be
deemed expired, the Journal of pro-
ceedings be approved to date, the time
for the two leaders be reserved for their
use later in the day, morning business
be closed, and the Senate proceed to re-
sume consideration of S.J. Res. 50. I
further ask the debate time on the
joint resolution expire at 2:45 p.m. to-
morrow and the Senate vote on passage
of S.J. Res. 50; finally, that following
the disposition of S.J. Res. 50, the Sen-
ate resume consideration of H.R. 3055.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

ORDER FOR ADJOURNMENT

Mr. MORAN. Mr. President, if there
is no further business to come before
the Senate, I ask unanimous consent
that it stand adjourned under the pre-
vious order, following the remarks of
Senators MERKLEY and BENNET.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———

TRIBUTE TO KAITLIN GAFFNEY

Mr. MERKLEY. Madam President, I
come to the floor today to recognize
Kaitlin Gaffney, a longtime member of
my Senate team who, after nearly 11
years, is leaving to start a new chapter
in her life.

Kaitlin has been a key part of Team
Merkley since our earliest days. In
fact, she was part of the original team
that built our office and our con-
stituent services operation from
scratch. I don’t know how many folks
here have been part of opening a Sen-
ate office, but it is not easy. It is
daunting. You walk into a completely
empty office. There are no computers,
no phones, not even the basics in terms
of pens and paper, and you know you
have responsibilities, and you need to
start fulfilling them.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

In the early days, we didn’t have a
computer system to track our con-
stituents’ thoughts or opinions, so
Kaitlin and the team wrote everything
down on paper before moving to spread-
sheets. There was no training on how
to serve constituents, but from day
one, that is exactly what we were de-
termined to do and she was determined
to do.

So you have to hit the ground run-
ning, learning as you go, and Kaitlin
did hit the ground running like an
Olympic Gold Medalist. She built our
constituent services operation from the
ground up, and I am proud to say that
today, 11 years later, it is an operation
that is second to none and one that Or-
egonians across our State know they
can rely on for help.

It is Oregonians who know that if
they are in a bind, the team they can
call on is my constituent services
team, and often that is Kaitlin, specifi-
cally. In the beginning days, we were in
the middle of the mortgage crisis, and
that crisis was forcing Oregon families
out of their homes—to where they
couldn’t afford the balloon payments
or the doubling of the interest rate at
the expiration of the teaser rate. They
couldn’t pay the high rate on the triple
option loan. They were desperate, and
they called Kaitlin. Kaitlin was the
point person on our team fighting to
keep roofs over their heads. She is the
one who day after day had to consult
with them in that very stressful situa-
tion where often a mortgage company
was simultaneously telling a family
they will be evicted for nonpayment
and simultaneously saying we have
this program in which you can sign up
and don’t worry. She is the one who
brought together advocacy organiza-
tions, housing authorities, and local
elected leaders to help assist a massive
caseload of struggling Oregonians. Her
direct involvement meant that a very
large number of them were able to
solve the challenge and stay in their
homes.

Even today, as I go around the State,
I hold a townhall in every county every
year, and people will come up to me at
those county gatherings and say: By
the way, I just wanted to tell you that
a decade ago a person on your team,
Kaitlin, helped me out and I still have
my home today and it is en route to
being paid off. That meant so much to
families.

There were all kinds of different
challenges that came up over the years
that she was able to assist with. There
was a time when she helped rescue an
Oregon constituent who was stranded
on an island in the Pacific. One day,
she got a call from a woman who was
worried about her son who was on a
trip to Thailand and had gone missing.
His friend said he had told them he was
going to swim across the ocean to a
specific island, and they hadn’t heard
from him. There were strong currents
between the mainland and that island,
and the efforts to find him on that is-
land had turned up nothing. There
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wasn’t really any organized effort to
look for him. So Kaitlin did what she
does so well. She picked up the phone,
and she started making calls. Eventu-
ally, she was able to convince an office
in Thailand to send out a search and
rescue helicopter to go looking for this
lost Oregonian. Because she did, he was
eventually found, and he was rescued.
Thus, the currents of the world
changed with him still with us when it
might have turned out quite disas-
trously.

That is the type of team member she
is—always determined to go to any
length necessary. That includes a situ-
ation when the life of a sick baby was
in danger because this baby was being
barred from the United States to re-
ceive a lifesaving medical procedure.
Baby Fatemah was being barred be-
cause of a policy that had been adopted
to block Muslims from coming into the
United States.

It was early 2017, and this baby need-
ed an immediate procedure to save her
life. It was considered by the experts
that there was a very small chance of
her surviving with this procedure in
Iran. The Oregon Health Science Uni-
versity in Oregon said they really un-
derstood this procedure, had very high
odds of it going well, and that was her
best shot.

So we had to work to lobby the ad-
ministration, and, boy, I tell you,
Kaitlin was right at the heart of that,
working to coordinate all the phone
calls. In the end, Baby Fatemah was
granted a waiver, she did come to Or-
egon, and her life was saved.

In case after case, Kaitlin succeeded
because she cared about the individuals
involved, and she worked every avenue
to assist them. She certainly embodied
the spirit of my complete constituent
services team.

I can’t thank her enough for her dedi-
cation, the intensity of her efforts, and
her incredible contributions to solving
challenges for Oregonians. She leaves
extremely large shoes to fill, and we
will dearly miss her. After almost 11
years, she is on to another chapter, and
I know she is just going to be as much
of a phenomenal success in that chap-
ter as she has been on my team, and we
wish her well.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Colorado.

————

TAX LEGISLATION

Mr. BENNET. Madam President, Re-
publican tax legislation in 2017 was
completely misguided. Despite our best
efforts, the bill passed in the middle of
the night. It was completely partisan,
not a single hearing. There wasn’'t a
single Democratic amendment, and
this is what that bill looked like.

As I repeatedly pointed out, the Re-
publican taxpayers gave 572,000 tax-
payers, with incomes over $1 million,
more in tax cuts than the 90 million
Americans who had incomes below
$560,000 a year, making income inequal-
ity worse in this country.
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