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Bluefin Tuna Fisheries; Temporary Rule; 
Inseason General Category Quota Transfer 
and Closure (September 2019 Subquota Pe-
riod)’’ (RIN0648–XT018) received during ad-
journment of the Senate in the Office of the 
President of the Senate on October 9, 2019; to 
the Committee on Commerce, Science, and 
Transportation. 

EC–2939. A communication from the Dep-
uty Assistant Administrator for Regulatory 
Programs, National Marine Fisheries Serv-
ice, Department of Commerce, transmitting, 
pursuant to law, the report of a rule entitled 
‘‘Fisheries Off West Coast States; Coastal 
Pelagic Species Fisheries; Annual Specifica-
tions’’ (RIN0648–XG972) received during ad-
journment of the Senate in the Office of the 
President of the Senate on October 3, 2019; to 
the Committee on Commerce, Science, and 
Transportation. 

EC–2940. A communication from the Dep-
uty Assistant Administrator for Regulatory 
Programs, National Marine Fisheries Serv-
ice, Department of Commerce, transmitting, 
pursuant to law, the report of a rule entitled 
‘‘Fisheries of the Northeastern United 
States; Summer Flounder, Scup, and Black 
Sea Bass Fisheries; Revised 2019 Summer 
Flounder Specifications’’ (RIN0648–XG898) re-
ceived during adjournment of the Senate in 
the Office of the President of the Senate on 
October 3, 2019; to the Committee on Com-
merce, Science, and Transportation. 

EC–2941. A communication from the Dep-
uty Assistant Administrator for Regulatory 
Programs, National Marine Fisheries Serv-
ice, Department of Commerce, transmitting, 
pursuant to law, the report of a rule entitled 
‘‘Fisheries of the Northeastern United 
States; Northeast Multispecies Fishery; Ad-
justment of Georges Bank and Southern New 
England/Mid-Atlantic Yellowtail Flounder 
Annual Catch Limits’’ (RIN0648–XG833) re-
ceived during adjournment of the Senate in 
the Office of the President of the Senate on 
October 3, 2019; to the Committee on Com-
merce, Science, and Transportation. 

EC–2942. A communication from the Acting 
Director of the Office of Sustainable Fish-
eries, National Marine Fisheries Service, De-
partment of Commerce, transmitting, pursu-
ant to law, the report of a rule entitled 
‘‘Fisheries of the Northeastern United 
States; Small-Mesh Multispecies Fishery, 
Inseason Adjustment to the Northern Red 
Hake Possession Limit’’ (RIN0648–XX010) re-
ceived during adjournment of the Senate in 
the Office of the President of the Senate on 
October 9, 2019; to the Committee on Com-
merce, Science, and Transportation. 

EC–2943. A communication from the Acting 
Director of the Office of Sustainable Fish-
eries, National Marine Fisheries Service, De-
partment of Commerce, transmitting, pursu-
ant to law, the report of a rule entitled 
‘‘Fisheries Off the Exclusive Economic Zone 
Off Alaska; Flatfish Exchange in the Bering 
Sea and Aleutian Islands’’ (RIN0648–XY033) 
received during adjournment of the Senate 
in the Office of the President of the Senate 
on October 9, 2019; to the Committee on Com-
merce, Science, and Transportation. 

f 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES 
The following reports of committees 

were submitted: 
By Mr. GRAHAM, from the Committee on 

the Judiciary, with amendments: 
S. 2132. A bill to promote security and pro-

vide justice for United States victims of 
international terrorism. 

f 

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS AND 
JOINT RESOLUTIONS 

The following bills and joint resolu-
tions were introduced, read the first 

and second times by unanimous con-
sent, and referred as indicated: 

By Ms. CORTEZ MASTO (for herself 
and Mr. ROBERTS): 

S. 2648. A bill to amend title XVIII of the 
Social Security Act to improve the 
benchmarking process for the Medicare 
Shared Savings Program; to the Committee 
on Finance. 

By Mr. MORAN (for himself, Mr. COR-
NYN, Mr. INHOFE, and Mr. MANCHIN): 

S. 2649. A bill to amend the Federal Finan-
cial Institutions Examination Council Act of 
1978 to improve the examination of deposi-
tory institutions, and for other purposes; to 
the Committee on Banking, Housing, and 
Urban Affairs. 

By Mr. DURBIN (for himself and Mr. 
BROWN): 

S. 2650. A bill to amend part D of title 
XVIII of the Social Security Act to deliver a 
meaningful benefit and lower prescription 
drug prices under the Medicare program; to 
the Committee on Finance. 

By Ms. SINEMA (for herself and Mr. 
BOOZMAN): 

S. 2651. A bill to amend title 38, United 
States Code, to authorize the Secretary of 
Veterans Affairs to provide inscriptions for 
spouses and children on certain headstones 
and markers furnished by the Secretary, and 
for other purposes; to the Committee on Vet-
erans’ Affairs. 

By Mr. BLUMENTHAL: 
S. 2652. A bill to amend title 49, United 

States Code, to provide that only citizens or 
nationals of the United States may operate 
trains within the United States that origi-
nate in Mexico; to the Committee on Com-
merce, Science, and Transportation. 

By Mr. MERKLEY (for himself, Mr. 
MARKEY, and Ms. HIRONO): 

S. 2653. A bill to prohibit funding for heads 
of state meetings and multilateral summits 
at any Trump Organization-owned property; 
to the Committee on Foreign Relations. 

By Mr. BLUMENTHAL (for himself, 
Mr. WHITEHOUSE, Ms. HARRIS, Mr. 
BOOKER, and Mrs. GILLIBRAND): 

S. 2654. A bill to prohibit the obligation or 
expenditure of Federal funds for certain 
agreements relating to the 46th G7 Summit, 
and for other purposes; to the Committee on 
Foreign Relations. 

f 

SUBMISSION OF CONCURRENT AND 
SENATE RESOLUTIONS 

The following concurrent resolutions 
and Senate resolutions were read, and 
referred (or acted upon), as indicated: 

By Mr. CORNYN (for himself, Mrs. 
FEINSTEIN, Mr. RISCH, and Mrs. CAP-
ITO): 

S. Res. 366. A resolution supporting the 
goals and ideals of Red Ribbon Week during 
the period of October 23 through October 31, 
2019; to the Committee on Health, Education, 
Labor, and Pensions. 

By Mr. PORTMAN (for himself and Mr. 
BROWN): 

S. Res. 367. A resolution condemning the 
horrific attack in Dayton, Ohio, and express-
ing support and prayers for all those im-
pacted by that tragedy; to the Committee on 
the Judiciary. 

By Mr. MCCONNELL (for himself and 
Mr. SCHUMER): 

S. Res. 368. A resolution to authorize the 
production of records by the Permanent Sub-
committee on Investigations of the Com-
mittee on Homeland Security and Govern-
mental Affairs; considered and agreed to. 

By Mr. BLUNT (for himself and Ms. 
KLOBUCHAR): 

S. Con. Res. 27. A concurrent resolution 
providing for the use of the catafalque situ-

ated in the Exhibition Hall of the Capitol 
Visitor Center in connection with memorial 
services to be conducted in the House wing of 
the Capitol for the Honorable Elijah E. Cum-
mings, late a Representative from the State 
of Maryland; considered and agreed to. 

f 

ADDITIONAL COSPONSORS 

S. 27 
At the request of Mr. MANCHIN, the 

name of the Senator from Illinois (Ms. 
DUCKWORTH) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 27, a bill to amend the Surface 
Mining Control and Reclamation Act of 
1977 to transfer certain funds to the 
1974 United Mine Workers of America 
Pension Plan, and for other purposes. 

S. 34 
At the request of Mr. CRUZ, the name 

of the Senator from California (Mrs. 
FEINSTEIN) was added as a cosponsor of 
S. 34, a bill to require a report on the 
continuing participation of Cambodia 
in the Generalized System of Pref-
erences. 

S. 211 
At the request of Mr. HOEVEN, the 

name of the Senator from California 
(Ms. HARRIS) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 211, a bill to amend the Victims of 
Crime Act of 1984 to secure urgent re-
sources vital to Indian victims of 
crime, and for other purposes. 

S. 229 
At the request of Mr. UDALL, the 

name of the Senator from California 
(Ms. HARRIS) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 229, a bill to provide advance ap-
propriations authority for certain ac-
counts of the Bureau of Indian Affairs 
and Bureau of Indian Education of the 
Department of the Interior and the In-
dian Health Service of the Department 
of Health and Human Services, and for 
other purposes. 

S. 460 

At the request of Mr. WARNER, the 
name of the Senator from Indiana (Mr. 
BRAUN) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
460, a bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to extend the exclu-
sion for employer-provided education 
assistance to employer payments of 
student loans. 

S. 560 

At the request of Ms. BALDWIN, the 
names of the Senator from Minnesota 
(Ms. SMITH), the Senator from North 
Carolina (Mr. TILLIS) and the Senator 
from Maine (Ms. COLLINS) were added 
as cosponsors of S. 560, a bill to amend 
the Public Health Service Act, the Em-
ployee Retirement Income Security 
Act of 1974, and the Internal Revenue 
Code of 1986 to require that group and 
individual health insurance coverage 
and group health plans provide cov-
erage for treatment of a congenital 
anomaly or birth defect. 

S. 947 

At the request of Mr. CRAPO, the 
name of the Senator from Montana 
(Mr. TESTER) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 947, a bill to amend the Radiation 
Exposure Compensation Act to improve 
compensation for workers involved in 
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uranium mining, and for other pur-
poses. 

S. 1032 
At the request of Mr. PORTMAN, the 

names of the Senator from Mississippi 
(Mrs. HYDE-SMITH) and the Senator 
from Delaware (Mr. COONS) were added 
as cosponsors of S. 1032, a bill to amend 
the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to 
modify the definition of income for 
purposes of determining the tax-ex-
empt status of certain corporations. 

S. 1180 
At the request of Mr. UDALL, the 

name of the Senator from California 
(Ms. HARRIS) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 1180, a bill to extend the full Fed-
eral medical assistance percentage to 
urban Indian organizations. 

S. 1253 
At the request of Mrs. FEINSTEIN, the 

name of the Senator from Iowa (Ms. 
ERNST) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
1253, a bill to apply requirements relat-
ing to delivery sales of cigarettes to 
delivery sales of electronic nicotine de-
livery systems, and for other purposes. 

S. 1300 
At the request of Mr. BLUNT, the 

names of the Senator from Mississippi 
(Mr. WICKER), the Senator from Ten-
nessee (Mr. ALEXANDER), the Senator 
from Arkansas (Mr. COTTON) and the 
Senator from Alaska (Mr. SULLIVAN) 
were added as cosponsors of S. 1300, a 
bill to require the Secretary of the 
Treasury to mint a coin in commemo-
ration of the opening of the National 
Law Enforcement Museum in the Dis-
trict of Columbia, and for other pur-
poses. 

S. 1392 
At the request of Mr. SULLIVAN, the 

names of the Senator from Wisconsin 
(Ms. BALDWIN) and the Senator from 
Alabama (Mr. JONES) were added as co-
sponsors of S. 1392, a bill to direct the 
Comptroller General of the United 
States to conduct an assessment of the 
responsibilities, workload, and vacancy 
rates of suicide prevention coordina-
tors of the Department of Veterans Af-
fairs, and for other purposes. 

S. 1399 
At the request of Mr. MERKLEY, the 

names of the Senator from Alabama 
(Mr. JONES) and the Senator from 
Maine (Ms. COLLINS) were added as co-
sponsors of S. 1399, a bill to amend title 
VIII of the Public Health Services Act 
to revise and extend nursing workforce 
development programs. 

S. 1421 
At the request of Mr. MARKEY, the 

name of the Senator from New Jersey 
(Mr. MENENDEZ) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 1421, a bill to award a Congres-
sional Gold Medal to the 23d Head-
quarters Special Troops and the 3133d 
Signal Service Company in recognition 
of their unique and distinguished serv-
ice as a ‘‘Ghost Army’’ that conducted 
deception operations in Europe during 
World War II. 

S. 1590 
At the request of Mr. MERKLEY, the 

names of the Senator from California 

(Ms. HARRIS), the Senator from 
Vermont (Mr. SANDERS) and the Sen-
ator from Virginia (Mr. WARNER) were 
added as cosponsors of S. 1590, a bill to 
amend the State Department Basic Au-
thorities Act of 1956 to authorize re-
wards for thwarting wildlife trafficking 
linked to transnational organized 
crime, and for other purposes. 

S. 1657 

At the request of Ms. COLLINS, the 
names of the Senator from Mississippi 
(Mrs. HYDE-SMITH) and the Senator 
from Connecticut (Mr. MURPHY) were 
added as cosponsors of S. 1657, a bill to 
provide assistance to combat the esca-
lating burden of Lyme disease and 
other tick and vector-borne diseases 
and disorders. 

S. 1728 

At the request of Mr. MARKEY, the 
names of the Senator from Hawaii (Ms. 
HIRONO), the Senator from Washington 
(Ms. CANTWELL) and the Senator from 
Wisconsin (Ms. BALDWIN) were added as 
cosponsors of S. 1728, a bill to require 
the United States Postal Service to sell 
the Alzheimer’s semipostal stamp for 6 
additional years. 

S. 1757 

At the request of Ms. ERNST, the 
names of the Senator from North Caro-
lina (Mr. TILLIS) and the Senator from 
Idaho (Mr. RISCH) were added as co-
sponsors of S. 1757, a bill to award a 
Congressional Gold Medal, collectively, 
to the United States Army Rangers 
Veterans of World War II in recogni-
tion of their extraordinary service dur-
ing World War II. 

S. 1822 

At the request of Mr. WICKER, the 
names of the Senator from Florida (Mr. 
SCOTT) and the Senator from Michigan 
(Ms. STABENOW) were added as cospon-
sors of S. 1822, a bill to require the Fed-
eral Communications Commission to 
issue rules relating to the collection of 
data with respect to the availability of 
broadband services, and for other pur-
poses. 

S. 1827 

At the request of Mr. WYDEN, the 
name of the Senator from New Jersey 
(Mr. BOOKER) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 1827, a bill to amend the Internal 
Revenue Code of 1986 to exclude cor-
porations operating prisons from the 
definition of taxable REIT subsidiary. 

S. 1838 

At the request of Mr. RUBIO, the 
names of the Senator from Connecticut 
(Mr. MURPHY), the Senator from North 
Dakota (Mr. HOEVEN) and the Senator 
from California (Ms. HARRIS) were 
added as cosponsors of S. 1838, a bill to 
amend the Hong Kong Policy Act of 
1992, and for other purposes. 

S. 1908 

At the request of Mrs. GILLIBRAND, 
the name of the Senator from Illinois 
(Ms. DUCKWORTH) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1908, a bill to amend the 
Richard B. Russell National School 
Lunch Act to improve the efficiency of 
summer meals. 

S. 1918 
At the request of Mr. BOOZMAN, the 

name of the Senator from Alabama 
(Mr. JONES) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 1918, a bill to amend the Richard 
B. Russell National School Lunch Act 
to require alternative options for sum-
mer food service program delivery. 

S. 2015 
At the request of Mr. SCOTT of South 

Carolina, the name of the Senator from 
Indiana (Mr. BRAUN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 2015, a bill to amend the 
Higher Education Act of 1965 to direct 
the Secretary of Education to develop 
a plain language disclosure form for 
borrowers of Federal student loans, and 
for other purposes. 

S. 2042 
At the request of Mr. SCHUMER, the 

name of the Senator from Nevada (Ms. 
CORTEZ MASTO) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 2042, a bill to require the Sec-
retary of the Treasury to mint coins in 
commemoration of the National Purple 
Heart Hall of Honor. 

S. 2080 
At the request of Ms. BALDWIN, the 

names of the Senator from California 
(Ms. HARRIS) and the Senator from 
Oklahoma (Mr. INHOFE) were added as 
cosponsors of S. 2080, a bill to amend 
the Public Health Service Act to in-
crease the number of permanent fac-
ulty in palliative care at accredited 
allopathic and osteopathic medical 
schools, nursing schools, social work 
schools, and other programs, including 
physician assistant education pro-
grams, to promote education and re-
search in palliative care and hospice, 
and to support the development of fac-
ulty careers in academic palliative 
medicine. 

S. 2085 
At the request of Ms. ROSEN, the 

name of the Senator from California 
(Mrs. FEINSTEIN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 2085, a bill to authorize 
the Secretary of Education to award 
grants to eligible entities to carry out 
educational programs about the Holo-
caust, and for other purposes. 

S. 2108 
At the request of Mr. DAINES, the 

name of the Senator from Utah (Mr. 
ROMNEY) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
2108, a bill to amend section 6903 of 
title 31, United States Code, to provide 
for additional population tiers, and for 
other purposes. 

S. 2168 
At the request of Mr. MURPHY, the 

name of the Senator from Wisconsin 
(Ms. BALDWIN) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 2168, a bill to establish a stu-
dent loan forgiveness plan for certain 
borrowers who are employed at a quali-
fied farm or ranch. 

S. 2203 
At the request of Mr. BLUNT, the 

name of the Senator from South Caro-
lina (Mr. SCOTT) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 2203, a bill to extend the trans-
fer of Electronic Travel Authorization 
System fees from the Travel Pro-
motion Fund to the Corporation for 
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Travel Promotion (Brand USA) 
through fiscal year 2027, and for other 
purposes. 

S. 2260 
At the request of Mr. SULLIVAN, the 

name of the Senator from Maine (Ms. 
COLLINS) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
2260, a bill to provide for the improve-
ment of domestic infrastructure in 
order to prevent marine debris, and for 
other purposes. 

S. 2303 
At the request of Mr. LEAHY, the 

name of the Senator from Arizona (Ms. 
SINEMA) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
2303, a bill to allow United States citi-
zens and legal residents to travel be-
tween the United States and Cuba. 

S. 2434 
At the request of Mr. PETERS, the 

names of the Senator from Massachu-
setts (Mr. MARKEY) and the Senator 
from Maryland (Mr. VAN HOLLEN) were 
added as cosponsors of S. 2434, a bill to 
establish the National Criminal Justice 
Commission. 

S. 2491 
At the request of Mr. UDALL, the 

names of the Senator from Oregon (Mr. 
WYDEN) and the Senator from Min-
nesota (Ms. SMITH) were added as co-
sponsors of S. 2491, a bill to terminate 
certain rules issued by the Secretary of 
the Interior and the Secretary of Com-
merce relating to endangered and 
threatened species, and for other pur-
poses. 

S. 2496 
At the request of Mr. CASEY, the 

name of the Senator from Rhode Island 
(Mr. REED) was added as a cosponsor of 
S. 2496, a bill to amend title II of the 
Social Security Act to eliminate the 
Medicare and disability insurance ben-
efits waiting periods for disabled indi-
viduals. 

S. 2539 
At the request of Mr. RUBIO, the 

name of the Senator from Indiana (Mr. 
BRAUN) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
2539, a bill to modify and reauthorize 
the Tibetan Policy Act of 2002, and for 
other purposes. 

S. 2570 
At the request of Ms. SINEMA, the 

names of the Senator from Maryland 
(Mr. VAN HOLLEN) and the Senator 
from Minnesota (Ms. KLOBUCHAR) were 
added as cosponsors of S. 2570, a bill to 
award a Congressional Gold Medal to 
Greg LeMond in recognition of his 
service to the United States as an ath-
lete, activist, role model, and commu-
nity leader. 

S. 2602 
At the request of Mr. BURR, the name 

of the Senator from Pennsylvania (Mr. 
CASEY) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
2602, a bill to exclude vehicles to be 
used solely for competition from cer-
tain provisions of the Clean Air Act, 
and for other purposes. 

S. 2624 
At the request of Mr. PAUL, the name 

of the Senator from Utah (Mr. LEE) was 
added as a cosponsor of S. 2624, a bill to 
prohibit arms sales to Turkey. 

S. 2641 

At the request of Mr. RISCH, the 
names of the Senator from Ohio (Mr. 
PORTMAN) and the Senator from Illi-
nois (Ms. DUCKWORTH) were added as 
cosponsors of S. 2641, a bill to promote 
United States national security and 
prevent the resurgence of ISIS, and for 
other purposes. 

S.J. RES. 21 

At the request of Mr. BRAUN, his 
name was withdrawn as a cosponsor of 
S.J. Res. 21, a joint resolution pro-
posing amendments to the Constitu-
tion of the United States relative to 
the line item veto, a limitation on the 
number of terms that a Member of Con-
gress may serve, and requiring a vote 
of two-thirds of the membership of 
both Houses of Congress on any legisla-
tion raising or imposing new taxes or 
fees. 

S.J. RES. 56 

At the request of Mr. DURBIN, the 
names of the Senator from Colorado 
(Mr. BENNET) and the Senator from 
Maine (Mr. KING) were added as cospon-
sors of S.J. Res. 56, a joint resolution 
providing for congressional disapproval 
under chapter 8 of title 5, United 
States Code, of the rule submitted by 
the Department of Education relating 
to ‘‘Borrower Defense Institutional Ac-
countability’’. 

S. CON. RES. 9 

At the request of Mr. ROBERTS, the 
name of the Senator from Ohio (Mr. 
BROWN) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
Con. Res. 9, a concurrent resolution ex-
pressing the sense of Congress that tax- 
exempt fraternal benefit societies have 
historically provided and continue to 
provide critical benefits to the people 
and communities of the United States. 

f 

STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED 
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS 

By Mr. DURBIN (for himself and 
Mr. BROWN): 

S. 2650. A bill to amend part D of 
title XVIII of the Social Security Act 
to deliver a meaningful benefit and 
lower prescription drug prices under 
the Medicare program; to the Com-
mittee on Finance. 

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the text of the 
bill be printed in the RECORD. 

There being no objection, the text of 
the bill was ordered to be printed in 
the RECORD, as follows: 

S. 2650 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Medicare 
Prescription Drug Savings and Choice Act of 
2019’’. 
SEC. 2. ESTABLISHMENT OF MEDICARE OPER-

ATED PRESCRIPTION DRUG PLAN 
OPTION. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Subpart 2 of part D of 
title XVIII of the Social Security Act is 
amended by inserting after section 1860D–11 
(42 U.S.C. 1395w–111) the following new sec-
tion: 

‘‘MEDICARE OPERATED PRESCRIPTION DRUG 
PLAN OPTION 

‘‘SEC. 1860D–11A. (a) IN GENERAL.—Not-
withstanding any other provision of this 
part, for each year (beginning with 2021), in 
addition to any plans offered under section 
1860D–11, the Secretary shall offer one or 
more Medicare operated prescription drug 
plans (as defined in subsection (d)) with a 
service area that consists of the entire 
United States and shall enter into negotia-
tions in accordance with subsection (c) with 
pharmaceutical manufacturers to reduce the 
purchase cost of covered part D drugs for eli-
gible part D individuals who enroll in such a 
plan. 

‘‘(b) ENROLLMENT.—Notwithstanding sub-
paragraphs (C) and (D) of section 1860D– 
1(b)(1), a Medicare operated prescription 
drug plan offered under this section shall 
serve as the default prescription drug plan 
for all part D enrollees unless another pre-
scription drug plan is selected. 

‘‘(c) NEGOTIATIONS.—Notwithstanding sec-
tion 1860D–11(i), for purposes of offering a 
Medicare operated prescription drug plan 
under this section, the Secretary shall nego-
tiate with pharmaceutical manufacturers 
with respect to the purchase price of covered 
part D drugs in a Medicare operated prescrip-
tion drug plan and shall encourage the use of 
more affordable therapeutic equivalents to 
the extent such practices do not override 
medical necessity as determined by the pre-
scribing physician. To the extent practicable 
and consistent with the previous sentence, 
the Secretary shall implement negotiation 
and incentive strategies similar to those 
used by other Federal purchasers of prescrip-
tion drugs to reduce the purchase cost of 
covered Part D drugs, and other strategies, 
as described in subsection (f), which may in-
clude the use of a pricing scale based on an 
international price index. 

‘‘(d) MEDICARE OPERATED PRESCRIPTION 
DRUG PLAN DEFINED.—For purposes of this 
part, the term ‘Medicare operated prescrip-
tion drug plan’ means a comprehensive pre-
scription drug plan that offers qualified pre-
scription drug coverage and access to nego-
tiated prices described in section 1860D– 
2(a)(1)(A). Such a plan may offer supple-
mental prescription drug coverage in the 
same manner as other qualified prescription 
drug coverage offered by other prescription 
drug plans. 

‘‘(e) MONTHLY BENEFICIARY PREMIUM.— 
‘‘(1) QUALIFIED PRESCRIPTION DRUG COV-

ERAGE.—The monthly beneficiary premium 
for qualified prescription drug coverage and 
access to negotiated prices described in sec-
tion 1860D–2(a)(1)(A) to be charged under a 
Medicare operated prescription drug plan 
shall be uniform nationally. Such premium 
for months in 2021 and each succeeding year 
shall be based on the average monthly per 
capita actuarial cost of offering the Medi-
care operated prescription drug plan for the 
year involved, including administrative ex-
penses. 

‘‘(2) SUPPLEMENTAL PRESCRIPTION DRUG 
COVERAGE.—Insofar as a Medicare operated 
prescription drug plan offers supplemental 
prescription drug coverage, the Secretary 
may adjust the amount of the premium 
charged under paragraph (1). 

‘‘(f) USE OF NEGOTIATION AND BENEFIT DE-
SIGN INCENTIVES.— 

‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—With respect to the oper-
ation of a Medicare operated prescription 
drug plan and in negotiating with respect to 
the purchase price of covered part D drugs in 
such plan, the Secretary shall reward value, 
increase appropriate use of drugs, and ensure 
patient safety and access to medications. 

‘‘(2) ROLE OF AHRQ.—The Director of the 
Agency for Healthcare Research and Quality, 
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