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in 24 conflict-affected countries, and refugee
children are 5 times more likely to be out of
school as compared to nonrefugee children;

Whereas only 61 percent of refugee children
attend primary school compared to 92 per-
cent of nonrefugee children, only 23 percent
of refugee adolescents attend secondary
school compared to 84 percent globally, and
only 1 percent of refugee children make it to
a university;

Whereas education in emergencies is life-
saving, providing access to critical services,
including nutrition, health services, mental
health and psychosocial support, water, sani-
tation, and hygiene;

Whereas education supports children’s
safety and well-being as part of child protec-
tion strategies;

Whereas education accounts for less than 2
percent of total global humanitarian funding
and child-specific protection programs ac-
count for 0.53 percent;

Whereas girls and boys experience conflict
differently, encounter distinct gender-re-
lated barriers to education, and require gen-
der-responsive and context-specific ap-
proaches to education, child protection, and
health services, including mental health and
psychosocial support programming;

Whereas girls, children with disabilities,
and those impacted by traumatic experi-
ences living in conflict contexts face signifi-
cant barriers to access, enrollment, and at-
tendance in schools;

Whereas access to quality educational op-
portunities can contribute to peace and secu-
rity as well as mitigate factors that lead to
conflict and displacement; and

Whereas Congress passed the Reinforcing
Education Accountability in Development
Act (Public Law 115-56), and the Protecting
Girls’ Access to Education in Vulnerable
Settings Act (Public Law 115-442), which rec-
ognize the importance of education in crisis
and conflict situations, and require reporting
on progress toward a comprehensive United
States strategy to promote quality basic
education in partner countries and address
the needs of displaced girls: Now, therefore,
be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) condemns attacks on education set-
tings, including violence against schools, the
military use of schools, acts of sexual vio-
lence against children in school settings, and
the abduction and recruitment of children
into armed forces from schools;

(2) affirms the commitment of the United
States Government to support educational
services for children affected by conflict, in-
cluding the most vulnerable and
marginalized, beginning in the earliest
phases of humanitarian response efforts—

(A) to save lives and facilitate access to
critical services, including nutrition, health,
psychosocial support, water, sanitation, and
hygiene;

(B) to support physical, psychosocial, and
cognitive protection; and

(C) to support greater short- and long-term
stability, promote peace, and support the
vital contributions of women and girls to
communities, nations, and regions around
the world; and

(3) calls on the United States Govern-
ment—

(A) to monitor attacks on education set-
tings, including attacks on schools, teachers,
and students, and attacks that are gender-re-
lated, and to use that information to support
effective and coordinated diplomatic and
programmatic responses;

(B) to hold accountable all parties, includ-
ing government and non-state actors, re-
sponsible for attacks on schools and other
grave violations against children in armed
conflict;
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(C) to support policies and programs to re-
turn refugee children to educational settings
as soon as possible upon arrival in a host
country;

(D) to provide support for the inclusion of
refugee children in host country national
education plans and systems whenever pos-
sible;

(E) to recognize that education in emer-
gencies and child protection programs are
lifesaving and complementary efforts that
are strongest when equally supported;

(F) to ensure that marginalized children in
conflict settings, especially girls, children
with disabilities, those suffering from trau-
ma, and those excluded from access to qual-
ity and inclusive education due to other
causes, are able to access safe, quality edu-
cation;

(G) to ensure appropriate training and sup-
port for teachers to best support students’
distinct needs, including their psychosocial
well-being, and to apply conflict-sensitive
and gender-responsive approaches;

(H) to encourage the inclusion of child pro-
tection experts in peacekeeping missions, to
push for reporting requirements on attacks
on schools and children in peacekeeping
mandates, and to support the inclusion of
child rights experts in justice and account-
ability mechanisms;

(I) to support preventative measures, such
as early warning systems and rapid response
mechanisms, in places where attacks on edu-
cation occur or are highly likely to occur;
and

(J) to work in collaboration with civil soci-
ety experts to better prevent and respond to
attacks on education, and with relevant mul-
tilateral institutions and other nations to
share responsibility for monitoring, pre-
venting, and responding to attacks on edu-
cation.

———
SENATE RESOLUTION 361—AC-
KNOWLEDGING THE KURDS’

VITAL ROLE IN STOPPING THE
SPREAD OF ISIS MILITANTS IN
THE MIDDLE EAST, AND FOR
OTHER PURPOSES

Ms. ERNST (for herself and Mr.
RUBIO) submitted the following resolu-
tion; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations.:

S. REs. 361

Whereas, in 2014, the United States led an
international coalition against Islamic State
(ISIS) militants, conducting airstrikes and
later building military bases on Syrian terri-
tory to assist ground operations against
ISIS;

Whereas a coalition of Arab and Kurdish
militias, known as the Syrian Democratic
Forces (SDF), with the help of United States
airstrikes and military advisors, drove ISIS
away from the Turkish border and out of
northern Syria;

Whereas, since ISIS militants swept across
Syria and military action against ISIS
began, the SDF has done the critical work of
clearing, holding, and governing the terri-
tory previously conquered by the ISIS mili-
tants;

Whereas the SDF became one of the United
States’ strongest partners in fighting ISIS as
fearless and loyal fighters who fought fierce-
ly alongside United States special operations
forces and other coalition partners, losing
over 10,000 SDF troops throughout the course
of military operations;

Whereas the SDF with coalition support
captured approximately 11,000 ISIS fighters
and detained them in Kurdish-held territory;

Whereas the Kurds have assisted humani-
tarian efforts in the area, including caring
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for refugees and operating more than a dozen
camps for displaced families, helping tens of
thousands of people, many of them the wives
and children of ISIS fighters;

Whereas the Government of Turkey is hos-
tile toward Kurdish groups living along its
border with Syria, claiming that the Kurdish
fighters in Syria are linked to the Kurdistan
Workers Party (PKK), which has been in con-
flict with Turkey for the past several dec-
ades;

Whereas the SDF has not engaged in offen-
sive operations against Turkey and has
served as a buffer preventing extremist fight-
ers from launching attacks into Turkey and
beyond;

Whereas the United States Armed Forces
were ordered to withdraw from sites along
the Turkish border in northern Syria, fol-
lowed by a Turkish incursion that began on
October 9, 2019;

Whereas the withdrawal of United States
troops and the ongoing conflict between Tur-
key and Kurdish-led fighters will allow ISIS
to profit from the instability in the region,
as SDF counter-ISIS missions have been sus-
pended, and Kurdish-held ISIS prisoners are
in danger of being released from confine-
ment, as the SDF no longer have the capac-
ity to guard detention facilities while they
are engaged in defensive operations against
Turkish forces; and

Whereas the withdrawal of United States
forces from northern Syria has severely dam-
aged our relationship with our Kurdish part-
ners, effectively forcing them to ally with
the Assad regime, allowing the Governments
of the Russian Federation and Iran to expand
their influence in the region, while at the
same time laying the groundwork for an
ISIS resurgence, damaging the United
States’s standing in the international com-
munity and undermining both regional secu-
rity as well as our own national security:
Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That is the sense of the Senate—

(1) to acknowledge the importance of the
Kurds’ vital role in stopping the spread of
ISIS militants in the region;

(2) that ISIS still poses a danger in the
Middle East and beyond and must not be al-
lowed the opportunity to mount an effective
resurgence campaign;

(3) that the United States Government
must continue its leading role in promoting
peace in the Middle East and fighting
against terrorist groups such as ISIS, wher-
ever they may be located; and

(4) that the Department of Defense, in con-
junction with the Department of State,
should provide a briefing to Congress within
30 days outlining plans and a strategy to
continue the global fight against ISIS, spe-
cifically addressing the ongoing threat of
ISIS in Syria and Iraq and how this strategy
will—

(A) prevent an ISIS resurgence in Syria;

(B) prevent ISIS efforts to capitalize from
recent developments;

(C) contain any ISIS expansion in Syria or
in nations bordering Syria;

(D) mitigate the threat of ISIS attacks on
the United States homeland or our partners
and allies; and

(E) protect the gains made in the fight
against ISIS since 2014.

————————

SENATE RESOLUTION 362—DESIG-
NATING THE WEEK BEGINNING

ON OCTOBER 13, 2019, AS ‘“NA-
TIONAL WILDLIFE REFUGE
WEEK”’

Mr. COONS (for himself and Mr. KEN-
NEDY) submitted the following resolu-
tion; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary:
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