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[I]f we don’t keep the pressure on [in 

Syria], ISIS will resurge. It’s absolutely a 
given that they will come back. 

So make no mistake, the President’s 
incompetence, his impulsiveness, his 
erraticness has made Americans less 
safe—Americans here in our homeland. 
Congress, today, must make the fact 
clear to the President in a bipartisan 
fashion. 

We have the opportunity, my col-
leagues. The House passed a resolution 
condemning the President’s decision by 
an overwhelming vote of 354 to 60. That 
means the vast majority of House Re-
publicans—129 to be exact—condemned 
the President’s decision in Syria. Lead-
er MCCARTHY, Whip SCALISE, and No. 3 
CHENEY all voted for it. They are as 
loyal to President Trump as anybody, 
but they saw the danger, the real dan-
ger. Today the Senate should, and I 
hope will, follow suit. We can quibble 
about the language, but I have no 
doubt we can agree on the basic mes-
sage, and there is no reason we can’t 
vote on a Senate resolution today. 

Time is of the essence. To say, well, 
I would like to add this word or add 
this sentence, as Kurds are being 
slaughtered, as ISIS terrorists are es-
caping—no, no, no. No, no, no. We 
should move to the House bill imme-
diately because we all know there is 
only one person who can reverse this, 
and that is the President. The greatest 
ability to make him reverse is an over-
whelming message from the Repub-
lican side—House and Senate—that 
this is wrong. He doesn’t hear that pub-
licly too often from our Republican 
friends. He has heard it from the 
House, correctly and courageously. 

Please, my friends, my Republican 
friends in the Senate, let’s put politics 
aside. Today let’s vote the House bill 
passed yesterday by them. There is no 
time to waste. Time is of the essence 
because the President still doesn’t get 
it. Our meeting at the White House 
demonstrated that to all who were 
present. Hopefully, an overwhelming 
bipartisan vote in the Senate will 
break through to him. I strongly, 
strongly—in the strongest of terms— 
urge my friend Leader MCCONNELL and 
our Republican colleagues to allow a 
vote on the Syrian resolution today. 
Security, justice, fairness demand no 
less. 

f 

S.J. RES. 53 

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, now 
on climate, as Senator CARDIN well 
knows, later the Senate will vote on 
his resolution of disapproval to repeal 
the Trump administration’s so-called 
affordable clean energy rule. This is 
one of the few opportunities where the 
minority can force a vote on the Sen-
ate floor, and there may be no more 
worthy an issue than protecting our 
environment. 

Four years ago, the Obama adminis-
tration put in place new standards and 
safeguards for CO2 and fossil fuel emis-
sions from powerplants—the first of 

their kind intended to meet the threat 
of climate change. Earlier in July, by 
employing shady science, the Trump 
administration so violently obliterated 
these safeguards protecting our globe, 
our world, and frankly a lot of the for-
ests in my home State of New York. In 
its place, the Trump administration 
enacted a new rule that will allow big 
polluters to wreck our air, dirty our 
water, and poison our Earth with little 
or no accountability. 

Thanks to this new rule, common-
sense limits on carbon emissions have 
been blurred, and deadlines for imple-
menting the reductions have now been 
tripled or even quadrupled, but time is 
running out for the United States to 
meet the existential threat posed by 
climate change. That is why this rule 
is such a grave mistake. 

Thankfully, in this case, the minor-
ity can do something under the Con-
gressional Review Act. We are allowed 
to overturn some of the rules this ad-
ministration unilaterally put in place. 
Later this morning, we will vote on 
Senator CARDIN’s resolution of dis-
approval, which, if passed, will repeal 
the Trump’s administration’s destruc-
tive rule and reinstitute the safeguards 
that were originally in place. 

Our Republican colleagues have a 
choice. They can either stop the roll-
back of lifesaving environmental pro-
tections or they can side with energy 
companies that put their fortunes 
ahead of our future. The choice is 
theirs. 

f 

TRUMP ADMINISTRATION 

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, one 
final note. Today marks 1,000 days of 
President Trump’s time in office. If we 
were to summarize his administration 
over the last 21⁄2 years in a single 
phrase, it would be this: broken prom-
ises to working people. 

When Candidate Trump ran for office, 
he promised to drain the swamp, but 
after 1,000 days as President, this place 
is the swampiest it has ever been, with 
conflicts of interest crippling this ad-
ministration and inexperienced billion-
aires running our government. 

Candidate Trump promised health in-
surance for everybody, but after 1,000 
days as President, costs are higher, 
coverage is skimpier, and his adminis-
tration is suing to repeal the 
healthcare we have in place and send 
prices skyrocketing for millions. 

President Trump promised a tax bill 
that would be a middle-class miracle, 
but the only miracle this has been has 
been to corporate America, which uses 
it for stock buybacks instead of in-
creasing salaries for their workers, in-
creasing their investments in plant and 
equipment. So much of these tax 
breaks went to buybacks. Shame. 

One thousand days in, President 
Trump has failed to follow through on 
promise after promise to working 
Americans, but he isn’t the only one at 
fault. Democrats have fought to do the 
work of the American people, but as 

the House passes things, Leader 
MCCONNELL and my Senate Republican 
colleagues have simply turned this 
Chamber into a legislative graveyard, 
where good ideas that would help the 
middle class and those trying to get to 
the middle class just come to die. 

We could be reauthorizing the Vio-
lence Against Women Act; we could be 
voting on election security; we could 
be voting on background checks, but 
Leader MCCONNELL has buried hun-
dreds of House bills in his legislative 
graveyard. 

After 1,000 days since President 
Trump took office, he and his Repub-
lican colleagues have made clear whose 
side they are on. If you are ultrarich, 
you are very powerful, you have great 
connections, it has been a great few 
years, but for everyone else, it has been 
a string of disappointing, broken, and 
heartbreaking promises. Come next 
year, the American people will have a 
chance to vote for real change. 

I yield the floor. 
f 

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 
the previous order, the leadership time 
is reserved. 

f 

CONCLUSION OF MORNING 
BUSINESS 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Morning 
business is closed. 

f 

MEASURE DISCHARGED 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 
the previous order, S.J. Res. 53 is dis-
charged from committee. 

There being no objection, the com-
mittee was discharged. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Maryland. 

f 

LEGISLATIVE SESSION 

PROVIDING FOR CONGRESSIONAL 
DISAPPROVAL UNDER CHAPTER 
8 OF TITLE 5, UNITED STATES 
CODE, OF THE RULE SUBMITTED 
BY THE ENVIRONMENTAL PRO-
TECTION AGENCY RELATING TO 
‘‘REPEAL OF THE CLEAN POWER 
PLAN; EMISSION GUIDELINES 
FOR GREENHOUSE GAS EMIS-
SIONS FROM EXISTING ELECTRIC 
UTILITY GENERATING UNITS; 
REVISIONS TO EMISSION GUIDE-
LINES IMPLEMENTING REGULA-
TIONS’’ 

Mr. CARDIN. Madam President, I 
move to proceed to S.J. Res. 53. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the joint resolution 
by title. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

A joint resolution (S.J. Res. 53) providing 
for congressional disapproval under chapter 8 
of title 5, United States Code, of the rule 
submitted by the Environmental Protection 
Agency relating to ‘‘Repeal of the Clean 
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