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civilians. The bill includes exemptions for law
enforcement, active duty military, and other
public servants whose job responsibilities re-
quire them to possess body armor. Ultimately,
my legislation will ensure a comprehensive ap-
proach to ensuring public safety.

Madam Speaker, there is nothing more dan-
gerous than a well-armored, unstoppable ac-
tive shooter. Armor designed for warfare has
no place in our communities and on our
streets. | urge my colleagues to support this
critical legislation.

———

CELEBRATING THE 50TH
ANNIVERSARY OF EL CHICANO

HON. PETE AGUILAR

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, September 27, 2019

Mr. AGUILAR. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to recognize El Chicano, an Inland Empire in-
stitution that has given a voice to Latinos in
my community for 50 years. Owned and oper-
ated by Gloria and Bill Harrison, this publica-
tion highlights the important role Latinos have
played in shaping the history and culture of
the Inland Empire and continues to recognize
the accomplishments and contributions of the
Hispanic-American community in Southern
California.

From lack of representation in public office
to limited educational opportunities, ElI Chi-
cano set out to address the inequities felt by
Mexican-Americans in our community. Found-
ed by young activists who sought to highlight
their own experiences and perspectives as
Latinos, the publication began to run inde-
pendently in 1969, and has celebrated the
unique culture and accomplishments of the
Southern California Latino community ever
since. Over the years, El Chicano has stayed
true to its original mission; to give a voice in
media to those who needed to be heard.

This Hispanic Heritage month, it is my privi-
lege to recognize 50 years of El Chicano,
which plays such a crucial role in the media
landscape of the Inland Empire. | want to
thank Gloria and Bill Harrison for their unwav-
ering commitment to this publication and to
our community, and | look forward to cele-
brating another 50 years of El Chicano.

—————

INTRODUCTION OF THE SAFE AND
QUIET SKIES ACT

HON. ED CASE

OF HAWAIIL
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, September 27, 2019

Mr. CASE. Madam Speaker, today | have
introduced H.R. 4547, the Safe and Quiet
Skies Act, to ensure that commercial air tour
flights are adequately regulated to ensure
safety and address current widespread com-
munity disruption. | extend a special thanks to
my colleague, Congressman Brad Sherman of
California, for cointroducing this necessary
measure.

The national problem of inadequately regu-
lated commercial air tour flights has been
highlighted in my own state of Hawai'i in just
the last few months. We have seen three
dead in the crash of a commercial air tour hel-
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icopter into a residential neighborhood and
eleven more dead in the crash of a commer-
cial skydiving plane.

These tragedies occurred amidst a rapid in-
crease in commercial helicopter and small
plane overflights of all parts of my state includ-
ing residential, commercial and industrial
neighborhoods, cemeteries and memorials,
land and marine parks and other recreation
areas, and sensitive military installations.
These have disrupted whole communities with
excessive noise and other impacts, destroyed
the peace and sanctity of special places, in-
creased risk to not only passengers but those
on the ground, and weakened security and
management of defense operations.

The Federal Aviation Administration (FAA)
currently has virtually exclusive jurisdiction
over these aircraft operations. Following both
of these recent tragedies, the National Trans-
portation Safety Board (NTSB), which is re-
sponsible for investigating accidents but not
for direct safety regulation, strongly rec-
ommended to the FAA that safety-related reg-
ulation of commercial tour helicopters and
small aircraft skydiving operations is generally
insufficient.

Regarding ground disruption and risk, the
FAA takes the position that its responsibility is
strictly operational safety and national air-
space efficiency and does not extend to
ground disruption and other negative impacts.
As a result, the operators, aside from strict
takeoff and approach, avoidance of estab-
lished flight paths and other limited cir-
cumstances, are virtually free to fly wherever,
whenever and as often as they want. And they
do, with little to no self-regulation.

This situation is unacceptable for both safe-
ty and community impact concerns. It is also
not limited to Hawai’i, with growing concerns
in other areas with high commercial tour
usage, more dense populations, valuable nat-
ural resources, significant defense installations
and other factors.

This bill would first require the FAA to imple-
ment the NTSB’s recommended enhanced
safety regulations. It would also prohibit flights
over federal property that requires privacy,
dignity and respect, to include military installa-
tions, national cemeteries and national parks,
wildlife refuges and wilderness. It would fur-
ther require the use of standard equipment to
monitor the location of flights, apply the “ster-
ile cockpit rule” to tour flights (meaning in part
that the pilot could not also be the tour guide),
prohibit flights lower than 1,500 feet over ac-
tual ground, and limit decibel levels to those
commonly applied to operations in residential
areas. Additionally, the bill would allow states,
localities, and tribes to impose stricter regula-
tions on tour flights in their jurisdictions with
required public engagement.

I look forward to working with my colleagues
to pass this bill into law.

————

WELCOME TO THE 82ND TEXAS
NAACP STATE CONFERENCE CON-

VENTION IN SAN  ANGELO,
TEXAS
HON. K. MICHAEL CONAWAY
OF TEXAS

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Friday, September 27, 2019

Mr. CONAWAY. Madam Speaker, | rise to
welcome the 82nd Texas NAACP State Con-
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ference Convention to San Angelo, Texas, as
they meet from October 3-6, 2019. Since its
founding, the NAACP has worked to secure
equal rights and eliminate race-based discrimi-
nation to ensure the health and well-being of
all persons.

| congratulate the San Angelo Chapter as
they have the opportunity to host the state
convention for the first time since their found-
ing in 1946.

Over the course of the conference,
attendees will be exposed to San Angelo’s
meaningful history by touring the Fort Concho
National Historic Landmark and Stables. The
NAACP will also be serving the community
through a Health Drive and annual NAACP
Bike Ride.

| look forward to a successful convention
and thank all of those who have worked tire-
lessly to plan and execute this event. Wel-
come to San Angelo.

————

CONGRATULATING LIEUTENANT
GENERAL PAUL LACAMERA ON
HIS NOMINATION FOR PRO-
MOTION AND SELECTION OF
GENERAL OF UNITED STATES
ARMY PACIFIC

HON. RICHARD HUDSON

OF NORTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, September 27, 2019

Mr. HUDSON. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to honor and congratulate Lieutenant General
Paul LaCamera for his recent nomination for
promotion and selection of General of United
States Army Pacific.

Since 2018, LTG LaCamera has been the
Commanding General of both the XVII Air-
borne Corps and Fort Bragg, located in North
Carolina’s 8th Congressional District. Through-
out his time at Fort Bragg he has shown pro-
found leadership and unwavering dedication to
protect our nation.

LTG LaCamera received a Bachelor of
Science from the U.S. Military Academy and a
Master of Arts degree from the U.S. Naval
War College. After graduating from West Point
in 1985, he was commissioned as an Infantry
Officer and has proven time and again to be
a natural leader with an incredible drive and
work ethic. His past assignments include serv-
ice with the 82d Airborne Division, Fort Bragg,
North Carolina; 1st Battalion, 75th Ranger
Regiment, Hunter Army Airfield, Georgia; 4th
Ranger Training Battalion and the 75th Rang-
er Regiment, Fort Benning, Georgia; 2d Infan-
try Division, Eighth United States Army, Re-
public of Korea; 10th Mountain Division
(Light), Fort Drum, New York; 25th Infantry Di-
vision, Schofield Barracks, Hawaii; U.S. Army
Special Operations Command, Fort Bragg,
North Carolina; 4th Infantry Division, Fort Car-
son, Colorado; and the Office of Security Co-
operation, Baghdad, Iraq.

| know | speak for everyone in the Fort
Bragg community when | say he will be
missed but is well deserving of this promotion.
| wish him, his wife Theresa, and their four
children the best of luck as they embark on
this new adventure in service to our nation.

Madam Speaker, please join me today in
honoring LTG Paul LaCamera and his nomi-
nation for promotion and selection of General
of United States Army Pacific.
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