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SENATE RESOLUTION 312—DESIGNATING THE WEEK BEGINNING
SEPTEMBER 8, 2019, AS ‘‘NATIONAL DIRECT SUPPORT PROFESSIONALS
RECOGNITION
WEEK’’
Mr. CARDIN (for himself, Ms. COLLINS, Mr. KING, Mr. BROWN, Mr. MARKEY, Mr. MURPHY, Mr. MENENDEZ, Ms.
KLOBUCHAR, Mr. BLUMENTHAL, Ms. HASSAN, Mr. JONES, Mr. VAN HOLLEN, Mr.
CASEY, Ms. BALDWIN, Ms. HARRIS, Mrs.
MURRAY, Ms. ROSEN, and Mr. KAINE)
submitted the following resolution;
which was considered and agreed to:
S. RES. 312
Whereas direct support professionals, including direct care workers, personal assistants, personal attendants, in-home support
workers, and paraprofessionals, are key to
providing publicly funded, long-term support
and services for millions of individuals with
disabilities;
Whereas direct support professionals provide essential support that ensures that individuals with disabilities are—
(1) included as a valued part of the communities in which those individuals live;
(2) supported at home, at work, and in the
communities of the United States; and
(3) empowered to live with dignity;
Whereas all communities have a stake in
ensuring that individuals with disabilities
thrive through the connections of the individuals to their families, friends, and communities, fostered by the direct support professionals of those individuals;
Whereas home and community-based services driven by the direct support professional
workforce can result in cost efficiency and
better outcomes relating to support and
services for individuals with disabilities;
Whereas direct support professionals support individuals with disabilities by helping
those individuals make person-centered
choices that lead to meaningful, productive
lives;
Whereas direct support professionals build
close, respectful, and trusting relationships
with individuals with disabilities;
Whereas direct support professionals provide a broad range of individualized support
to individuals with disabilities, including—
(1) assisting with the preparation of meals;
(2) helping with medication;
(3) assisting with bathing, dressing, and
other aspects of daily living;
(4) assisting with access to the environment of the individuals;
(5) providing transportation to school,
work, religious, and recreational activities;
(6) helping with general daily affairs, such
as assisting with financial matters, medical
appointments, and personal interests; and
(7) meeting complex behavioral and medical needs;
Whereas there is a documented critical and
increasing shortage of direct support professionals throughout the United States;
Whereas direct support professionals are a
critical element in supporting—
(1) individuals who are receiving health
care services for severe chronic health conditions and individuals with functional limitations; and
(2) the successful transition of individuals
from medical events to post-acute care and
long-term support and services;
Whereas many direct support professionals
are the primary financial providers for their
families;
Whereas direct support professionals are
hardworking, taxpaying citizens who provide
an important service to people with disabilities in the United States, yet many con-
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tinue to earn low wages, receive inadequate
benefits, and have limited opportunities for
advancement, resulting in high turnover and
vacancy rates that adversely affect the quality of support, safety, and health of individuals with disabilities;
Whereas the Supreme Court of the United
States, in Olmstead v. L.C., 527 U.S. 581
(1999)—
(1) recognized the importance of the deinstitutionalization of, and community-based
services for, individuals with disabilities;
and
(2) held that, under the Americans with
Disabilities Act of 1990 (42 U.S. 12101 et seq.),
a State must provide community-based services to persons with intellectual and developmental disabilities if—
(A) the community-based services are appropriate;
(B) the affected person does not oppose
receiving the community-based services;
and
(C) the community-based services can be
reasonably accommodated after the community has taken into account the resources available to the State and the
needs of other individuals with disabilities
in the State; and
Whereas, in 2019, the majority of direct
support professionals are employed in homeand community-based settings and that
trend will increase over the next decade:
Now, therefore, be it
Resolved, That the Senate—
(1) designates the week beginning September 8, 2019, as ‘‘National Direct Support
Professionals Recognition Week’’;
(2) recognizes the dedication and vital role
of direct support professionals in enhancing
the lives of individuals with disabilities of
all ages;
(3) appreciates the contribution of direct
support professionals in supporting individuals with disabilities and their families in
the United States;
(4) commends direct support professionals
for being integral to the provision of longterm support and services for individuals
with disabilities;
(5) encourages the Bureau of Labor Statistics of the Department of Labor to collect
data specific to direct support professionals;
and
(6) finds that the successful implementation of the public policies affecting individuals with disabilities in the United States
can depend on the dedication of direct support professionals.
f

AMENDMENTS SUBMITTED AND
PROPOSED
SA 938. Mr. INHOFE proposed an amendment to the bill S. 1790, to authorize appropriations for fiscal year 2020 for military activities of the Department of Defense, for
military construction, and for defense activities of the Department of Energy, to prescribe military personnel strengths for such
fiscal year, and for other purposes.
f

TEXT OF AMENDMENTS
SA 938. Mr. INHOFE proposed an
amendment to the bill S. 1790, to authorize appropriations for fiscal year
2020 for military activities of the Department of Defense, for military construction, and for defense activities of
the Department of Energy, to prescribe
military personnel strengths for such
fiscal year, and for other purposes; as
follows:
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In section 6943(a), strike paragraph (2).
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After section 6966, insert the following:
Subtitle D—Other Matters
SEC. 6971. EXCEPTION RELATING TO IMPORTATION OF GOODS.
(a) IN GENERAL.—The authorities and re-

quirements to impose sanctions authorized
under this title or the amendments made by
this title shall not include the authority or
requirement to impose sanctions on the importation of goods.
(b) GOOD DEFINED.—In this section, the
term ‘‘good’’ means any article, natural or
manmade substance, material, supply, or
manufactured product, including inspection
and test equipment, and excluding technical
data.
f

NOTICE OF INTENT TO OBJECT TO
PROCEEDING
I, Senator BILL CASSIDY, intend to
object to proceeding to H.R. 1146, a bill
to amend Public Law 115–97 (commonly
known as the Tax Cuts and Jobs Act)
to repeal the Arctic National Wildlife
Refuge oil and gas program, and for
other purposes, dated September 12,
2019.
f

AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO
MEET
Mr. KENNEDY. Mr. President, I have
3 requests for committees to meet during today’s session of the Senate. They
have the approval of the Majority and
Minority leaders.
Pursuant to rule XXVI, paragraph
5(a), of the Standing Rules of the Senate, the following committees are authorized to meet during today’s session
of the Senate:
COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES

The Committee on Armed Services is
authorized to meet during the session
of the Senate on Thursday, September
12, 2019, at 10 a.m., to conduct a hearing
on the following nominations: Ryan D.
McCarthy to be Secretary of the Army
and Barbara M. Barrett to be Secretary
of the Air Force.
COMMITTEE ON BANKING, HOUSING, AND URBAN
AFFAIRS

The Committee on Banking, Housing,
and Urban Affairs is authorized to
meet during the session of the Senate
on Thursday, September 12, 2019, at 10
a.m., to conduct a hearing.
SELECT COMMITTEE ON INTELLIGENCE

The Select Committee on Intelligence is authorized to meet during
the session of the Senate on Thursday,
September 12, 2019, at 2 p.m., to conduct a closed hearing.
f

PRIVILEGES OF THE FLOOR
Mr. TESTER. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that Kathryn Sullivan be given floor privileges for
today.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
f

RECOGNIZING
THE
SEMIQUINCENTENNIAL OF THE COMMUNITY OF WHEELING, WEST
VIRGINIA
Mrs. CAPITO. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
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