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In its 24 years under Jim’s leadership,
MABA has consistently and exceptionally represented the interests of the agricultural industry in Michigan, offering important resources to
businesses while working proactively to keep
the industry ahead in the global marketplace.
For instance, MABA’s ‘‘2025’’ project has encouraged industry leaders to think about longterm needs and how Michigan agriculture will
grow in the coming years. Jim has excelled as
a leader and communicator, and his expertise
has made him well-respected by those across
the political spectrum.
Agriculture is the second-largest sector of
Michigan’s economy, contributing more than
$71 billion to the economy annually and supporting one out of every four jobs in the state.
With today’s ever-evolving world, the work of
industry leaders like Jim has been critical in
making Michigan the agricultural hub it is. His
impact on the state of Michigan cannot be
overstated.
Madam Speaker, it’s my honor to congratulate Jim Byrum for his decades of service as
President of the Michigan Agri-Business Association. Michiganders can take great pride in
knowing the First District is home to such a
dedicated leader. On behalf of my constituents, I wish Jim all the best in his future endeavors.
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Thursday, September 12, 2019
Mr. SCHRADER. Madam Speaker, I rise
today to honor and congratulate the Rotary
Club of Salem, Oregon as they celebrate their
100th year of service to the Salem community.
With nearly 200 members, the Rotary Club of
Salem has established itself as one of the
most distinguished community service organizations in my district.
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The Rotary Club of Salem was organized on
September 16, 1919. Over the last 100 years,
the Rotary has strengthened their community
through their mission of providing service to
others, promoting integrity, and advancing
world understanding, goodwill, and peace
through fellowship of business, professional,
and community leaders.
The Rotary Club of Salem gives back to the
community by sponsoring inbound and outbound exchange students, distributing dictionaries to 4th graders in the Salem/Keizer
school district, giving grants to local non-profits and by participating in international projects
annually. To celebrate their 100 years of service, the Rotary will be building the Gerry Frank
Amphitheater, a multipurpose amphitheater at
Salem’s Riverfront Park to inspire culture and
encourage community togetherness.
I would like to extend my congratulations to
the Rotary Club of Salem as they celebrate
their 100th anniversary and thank them for
their service to the community of Salem.
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REMEMBERING THE LIFE OF
KAREN WILLIAMS CONNELLY
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Thursday, September 12, 2019
Mr. RYAN. Madam Speaker, I rise today to
honor the life of Karen Williams Connelly, 68,
of Niles, Ohio, who passed away peacefully at
home, Thursday Sept. 5, 2019, surrounded by
family after a long illness.
Karen was born April 7, 1951, in Warren,
the daughter of her proud parents, Tom and
Luella Knai Williams.
After graduating from Niles McKinley in
1969, Karen attended the Ohio State University and eventually graduated from Youngstown State University. Karen earned a bachelor’s degree in social work and later a master’s degree in counseling. Karen worked in
the mental health field in the Mahoning Valley
until her retirement, helping hundreds of people with mental illnesses. She loved her work
and her love for people could be seen in all
aspects of her life.
On Nov. 29, 1980, she married the love of
her life, Tom Connelly, and together they
made a life in Niles. Karen loved to laugh and
enjoyed hosting parties, picnics and events in
her home. Christmas Eve and Memorial Day
were her favorite events and her parties became traditions among family and friends.
Karen loved to cook and bake and was constantly trying new recipes.
She will be dearly missed by her devoted
husband, Thomas R. Connelly; her loving children, Thomas and Laura Connelly and Megan
and Brian Gibson; her grandchildren, Lucy
Gibson, Max Gibson and Lily Jones; a sister,
Patty Williams; a brother Bryan (Lisa) Williams; and many nieces, nephews and friends.
Karen was preceded in death by her parents,
Tom and Luella Williams.
The family would like to extend their heartfelt gratitude to Karen’s physician, Dr. Zul
Mangalji, and the nurses at Trumbull Memorial
Hospital for their exceptional care and compassion during her illness.
I am very blessed to have worked with and
befriended Karen’s husband, Tom, who was
the president of AFSCME Local 2026, which
represents hundreds of nurses at Trumbull
Regional Medical Center. Karen will most certainly be missed by all the lives she touched.

while fighting for their freedom. Guests can
immerse themselves in newspapers, first-person accounts, and objects of the slave trade.
I had the chance to examine up close some
of these documents and was reminded that
slavery was not just an unspoken evil, but one
out in the open, written, and debated in our
country. These slave narratives help spark
questions about how visitors themselves
would have participated in slavery during this
time in history.
The exhibit was one of the San Bernardino
County programs named as part of the 2019
Achievement Awards from the National Association of Counties.
It is my honor to recognize the Footsteps to
You: Chattel Slavery exhibit on the House
floor today. This exhibit provides necessary insights and education into the experience of a
slave in America and has made important contributions to the 35th District that are worthy of
admiration.
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Mr. LEVIN of California. Madam Speaker, I
rise today to honor Eric Larson on the event
of his retirement as Executive Director of the
San Diego County Farm Bureau.
Eric has spent his career dedicated to the
agricultural industry in San Diego County. During his forty-eight-year career, he worked in
cut flower and nursery crop production, was
the General Manager of the California Floriculture Growers Association and served as a
board member of the Living Plant Growers Association, the San Diego County Farm Bureau,
and the San Diego County Flower & Plant Association.
In 1996, Eric became Executive Director of
the San Diego County Farm Bureau, where he
helped the Bureau launch San Diego Grown
magazine, establish the San Diego Farm &
Nursery Expo, and advocated for the needs of
local farmers. During Eric’s tenure as Executive Director, the San Diego County Farm Bureau was selected as ‘‘County of the Year’’
three times by the California Farm Bureau.
The San Diego County Farm Bureau would
not be the organization it is today without the
hard work and dedication of Eric Larson. I
thank Eric for his dedication to the farmers of
San Diego County and congratulate him on
his retirement.
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Thursday, September 12, 2019
Mrs. TORRES of California. Madam Speaker, I rise today to honor the Footsteps to You:
Chattel Slavery exhibit. This exhibit opened in
San Bernardino in 2018 and featured original
artifacts and documents from the 19th century
to showcase how the institution of slavery has
shaped the United States.
Originally from historian Jerry Gore’s estate,
the collection gives visitors greater insight into
the daily abuses inflicted on the millions
enslaved in America, and the courage that African women, men, and children demonstrated

REMEMBERING DON RODMAN
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HON. JOSEPH P. KENNEDY III
OF MASSACHUSETTS
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Thursday, September 12, 2019
Mr. KENNEDY. Madam Speaker, I rise
today to honor the memory of a good friend,
a leader in business and a titan of philanthropy, Don Rodman.
Growing up in a single parent household in
Dorchester during the Great Depression, Don
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