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RECOGNIZING REMARKS OF RABBI
DR. ISRAEL ZOBERMAN

HON. A. DONALD McEACHIN

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, August 9, 2019

Mr. MCEACHIN. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to include in the RECORD a statement
from Rabbi Dr. Israel Zoberman, founder and
spiritual leader of Temple Lev Tikvah in Vir-
ginia Beach, and the representative of the
Jewish community at the City of Chesapeake’s
civic occasions.

CONSIDER ‘DAY OF CARING’’ TO HONOR BEACH
VICTIMS

(By Rabbi Dr. Israel Zoberman)

At this trying and beclouded time of grief
and sorrow, we gradually and painfully come
to grips with the enormity of our losses di-
minishing us all as well as our newly discov-
ered vulnerabilities. Our beloved Virginia
Beach and the entire Hampton Roads com-
munity lost its beautiful but dangerously
blinding innocence on that fateful Friday
afternoon. How could we imagine that the
mass shootings in other regions would not
reach us too? Truth to be told no one is insu-
lated and immune in the wide American
landscape. What happens around us near and
far is bound to affect us at home. However,
we are obligated to protect ourselves as best
as we can given whatever limitations we
face.

We are called upon now to pick up together
the shattered pieces of a complex and con-
founding reality to reemerge rededicated and
reenergized to make our threatened world,
inwardly and outwardly, a safer home and
better place for one and all. Our fallen 12 he-
roes who so callously and cowardly were
taken from their loving families, co-workers,
neighbors, friends and all of us, deserve no
less. For their cherished memories’ sake and
our very survival and future let us engage
more than ever with those around us, par-
ticularly the ones we deem to be beyond our
intimate circle of close associates.

We acknowledge that the social phe-
nomenon of alienation is a hallmark of our
challenging times. Pleasant surprises do
await us when willing to reach out beyond
the familiar and engage others in simple but
far-reaching acts of human interaction that
hitherto we regarded as too threatening and
non-consequential. There is much to be
learned, gained and prevented by exercising
our extraordinary ability of ordinary com-
munication in our wonderfully diverse
human environment in Hampton Roads in
which too many may feel lonely, unnoticed
and undervalued.

So called ‘‘strangers’ cease to be strangers
once we encounter and appreciate our com-
mon humanity and shared American dream
in which we all have a critical stake. The
Bible wisely instructs us that a celebration
is not complete without including the
strangers in our midst so they may trans-
form their status, claiming their rightful
place in society and in our hearts. Spreading
more and more conscious but random acts of
kindness and goodness in our shared garden
of life and civic exchange, is bound to grow
beneficial returns in kind. At times a reas-

suring smile and a generous act on the road
and in the office can go a long way and even
stymie road and office rage.

Our democratic and educational institu-
tions on all levels demand our involvement
and support that necessary change should
occur. Surely prudent and common-sense
gun control legislation along with an ac-
countable and responsible mental health sys-
tem are on the agenda. Are we waiting for
more mass shootings’ tragedies, oceans of
tears and cries of family survivors of dif-
ferent languages and geographies, and heart-
wrenching memorial services to propel us
into action? Ought we not teach, beginning
at one’s home, that each finite human life is
of infinite worth, and each of us is an entire,
irreplaceable universe of purpose and mean-
ing reflecting the Most High? We are wit-
nesses to what irreparable damage can be
done by a few minutes of unchecked madness
and unrelenting evil, using weapons of mass
destruction equipped with silencers. Let us
not allow a corrosive culture of death to re-
place a promising culture of life.

It would be advantageous for our entire na-
tion to take a day out for national soul-
searching and resolve to delve into issues
that should be paramount on our American
agenda. A day in which we engage in discus-
sions and activities toward healing our na-
tion, creating a ‘‘National Day of Caring”
that would create a ripple effect. The slogan
‘“VB Strong’ has joined us to the sorrowful
and hurting family of previously affected
communities, even as we pray and plan that
our Virginia Beach is the last in such an
unenviable category of suffering. I suggest
that we be better served by the slogan, “VB
Cares,” which is ultimately the source of au-
thentic strength. What befell us will surely
not define us, but we cannot deny it. It may
yvet refine us to become more compassionate,
considerate and connected with each other.
My 99-year-old mom, a Polish Holocaust sur-
vivor, called me from Israel that dark day,
asking, ‘“What’s happening to America?’’

Rabbi Dr. Israel Zoberman is the founder
and spiritual leader of Temple Lev Tikvah in
Virginia Beach. He is Honorary Senior Rabbi
Scholar at Eastern Shore Chapel Episcopal
Church in Virginia Beach. He represents the
Jewish community at the city of Chesa-
peake’s civic occasions.

———————

SALT LAKE COUNTY HEALTH
DEPARTMENT AWARD

HON. BEN McADAMS

OF UTAH
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, August 9, 2019

Mr. McADAMS. Madam Speaker, public
health departments have long provided a line
of first defense, protecting the well-being of
local communities. From monitoring air and
water, to inspecting food safety in restaurants,
to offering life-saving vaccines, public health
department employees serve tirelessly. Utah’s
largest public health department is now getting
well-deserved national recognition for its serv-
ice.

The Salt Lake County Health Department
has been honored as “Health Department of

the Year” by the voice of the nation’s nearly
3,000 local government health departments—
the National Association of County and City
Health Officials (NACCHO). Judges scored
award applicants on their innovation and cre-
ativity, implementation, impact in the commu-
nity and engagement of community and di-
verse partners.

The Salt Lake County Health Department
stood out on several fronts, including its re-
sponse to the county’s hepatitis A outbreak
from 2017 to 2019; innovative use of real-time
public health data; and a new public health
center in downtown Salt Lake City that fea-
tures co-located clinical services provided by
Community Health Centers, Inc.

The award comes the same year that the
health department celebrates the 50th anniver-
sary of its current form as a combined city-
county health department, its 120th anniver-
sary as a county agency and its 170th anni-
versary of providing public health services to
the Salt Lake Valley.

Utahns can go about their daily lives, secure
in the knowledge that behind the scenes, pub-
lic health department professionals are on the
job. Whether it is designing innovative pro-
grams to improve air quality or providing flu
vaccines to prevent illness, the Salt Lake
County Health Department is an important
partner in keeping Utahns safe, healthy and
able to enjoy an excellent quality of life.

———

IN RECOGNITION OF THE EXEM-
PLARY SERVICE OF KIMBERLY
ISMAIL

HON. DEBBIE DINGELL

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, August 9, 2019

Mrs. DINGELL. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to recognize Kimberly Ismail, winner of
the Volunteer of the Year Governor's Service
Award. Her service to the Dearborn commu-
nity is worthy of commendation.

Kimberly Ismail is employed by Dearborn
Public Schools and has inspired her fellow
staff everyday with her kindness and drive to
help others in every way that she can. Ms.
Ismail chairs the Dearborn City Beautiful Com-
mission, which promotes beautification efforts
and improvement of the appearance of the
City of Dearborn. She also serves on the
Board of Directors for the Dearborn Symphony
and as Vice President of the League of
Women Voters of Dearborn and Dearborn
Heights.

Ms. Ismail is known among her colleagues
for her selfless dedication in her service to
others. For years, she has organized the For-
gotten Harvest hunger walk and was the first
to introduce the “Arrive Alive” anti-distracted
driving campaign in Michigan. During the
school year, Ms. Ismail helps provide the
school supplies that local children need to
succeed. She has also taken the lead in help-
ing new refugees gain access to food and
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