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This Martin Luther King Jr. Day, it 

is critical that we not forget the many 
lessons Dr. King taught us, lessons that 
emphasize ways to treat our peers and 
our neighbors with respect, despite our 
differences, in order to make the dream 
of a better and more unified tomorrow 
possible. 

That message should resonate today 
more than ever to my peers in this 
Chamber. 

I have been thinking of this a lot 
lately, what Dr. King might say if he 
was here with us today, as he might see 
the divisive partisanship that lives 
among these halls, and I think he 
would deliver one clear message: We 
must unify to make meaningful 
changes. We must bridge the gaps that 
divide our Nation by working together 
to find common good civilly. 

It is no secret that division brings 
pain and disables our capacity to solve 
problems. 

As Martin Luther King said in his 
last speech in Tennessee, ‘‘I wouldn’t 
stop there.’’ 

f 

116TH ANNIVERSARY OF KOREAN 
AMERICAN DAY 

(Mr. GOMEZ asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. GOMEZ. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today on the 116th anniversary of Ko-
rean American Day, which recognizes 
the first wave of Korean immigrants 
who arrived to the United States on 
January 13, 1903. 

They reached our country in pursuit 
of the American Dream, determined to 
secure a better life for themselves and 
their families. 

They served as farm workers, wage 
laborers, and section hands, laying the 
groundwork for the success of their 
children and future generations to 
come. 

Today, our Nation is home to nearly 
2 million Korean Americans who enrich 
every aspect of American life. They 
embody the ideals that define our 
country: hard work, resilience, and 
community spirit. 

I am proud to represent the largest 
Korean population in the country in 
California’s 34th Congressional Dis-
trict, and I am honored to reintroduce 
this resolution in the 116th Congress, 
recognizing their contribution 116 
years after their arrival. 

Please join me in acknowledging the 
generation of Korean Americans—the 
dreamers, the trailblazers, and the vi-
sionaries—who have realized the Amer-
ican Dream and continue to inspire us 
all. 

f 

MARCH FOR LIFE 

(Mr. HUIZENGA asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. HUIZENGA. Madam Speaker, it 
is an honor today to represent hun-

dreds of thousands of men, women, and 
children who will be marching this 
week in Washington, D.C., and around 
the country through the cold, through 
the wet, and, frankly, through the ridi-
cule. 

We don’t march for the recognition 
or for the headlines. We march on be-
half of the millions of children who 
have had their opportunity to make an 
impact on this world stolen from them. 

We don’t march because it is merely 
a political statement. We march be-
cause it is right. We march for life. 

We must continue to prevent tax-
payer dollars from being used to end 
the lives of innocent children here in 
the United States and around the 
globe. 

When an organization prioritizes 
abortion over adoption and creating a 
culture of life, we must question why 
our government funds them at all. 

Now more than ever, Madam Speak-
er, we are called to speak up for those 
who cannot for themselves. We must 
all stand firm to defend the sanctity of 
life, for the challenge is great and the 
cause is noble. 

Together, we will march in solidarity 
for those who have never had the op-
portunity to walk on their own, and, in 
coming days, our voices will be heard 
louder than ever. 

f 

COAST GUARD MISSING FIRST 
PAYCHECKS 

(Ms. WILD asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Ms. WILD. Madam Speaker, last 
week, I spoke on this floor about the 
first bill I introduced, a bill to fund our 
Coast Guard through this government 
shutdown. 

Incredibly, our Coast Guard is still 
not being paid. Yesterday was payday, 
but they got nothing. 

Just an hour ago, I spoke with Admi-
ral Charles Ray, Vice Commandant of 
the Coast Guard, who emphasized to 
me just how hard this is for young 
members of the Coast Guard who have 
not yet accumulated savings. As he 
said to me, these men and women do 
everything we ask of them. All they 
ask is that we stand by them. 

This is no way to treat those who put 
their lives on the line in our defense. 
Members of every branch of our mili-
tary, and the families who serve along-
side them, need to know that our gov-
ernment’s commitment to them is un-
breakable. 

Our government has betrayed the 
values of service and camaraderie em-
bodied by our military families. We 
need to remember and honor those val-
ues. That means funding our Coast 
Guard and ending this crisis right now. 

f 

HELPING VETERAN-OWNED SMALL 
BUSINESS MEN AND WOMEN 

(Mr. WATKINS asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. WATKINS. Madam Speaker, 
today, the House came together to pass 
H.R. 190, led by my friend and col-
league from Kansas’ Big First, Dr. 
ROGER MARSHALL. This act helps serv-
ice-disabled, veteran-owned small busi-
ness men and women. 

The path of the American veteran is 
tough. So is the path of the small busi-
ness man. Where those paths intersect 
are the people, innovation, and drive 
that make America the greatest coun-
try in the world. 

This legislation not only helps vet-
erans but helps us all through eco-
nomic growth and through job cre-
ation. 

When an American veteran finds his 
or her new mission, identity, and team 
in a small business, we got your 6. 

f 

HONORING MAJOR JAMES M. 
BROPHY 

(Mr. DELGADO asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. DELGADO. Madam Speaker, 
today, I rise to honor Major James M. 
Brophy, a marine from Staatsburg who 
lost his life while serving our country 
and was laid to rest this past Friday. 

Major Brophy was a decorated com-
bat veteran who served in Afghanistan 
as well as Japan. He dedicated his life 
to our Nation, and he was a devoted fa-
ther, husband, and son. 

This is a tremendous loss to not only 
his family but to the entire Dutchess 
County community, and he serves as 
an example to all of us. 

My thoughts and prayers are with his 
family and friends, and I offer my sym-
pathy, support, and gratitude for his 
selfless service to our country. 

f 

GOVERNMENT SHUTDOWN 

(Mr. STEIL asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. STEIL. Madam Speaker, I am 
frustrated. For 26 days, critical func-
tions of the Federal Government have 
been nonoperational. Coastguardsmen 
have not been paid, and there is no end 
in sight. 

We must work together to pass a bill, 
end the shutdown, and fund security 
measures at our borders. Put all 435 of 
us in a room with no phones, no TV, 
until the job is done. 

I came from the private sector. In the 
private sector, you do not leave until 
the job is done. 

Is our job done here in Washington? 
Did we end the shutdown? Did we ade-
quately fund border security? The an-
swer is no, we have not. 

House leadership has refused to bring 
any serious attempt to open the gov-
ernment and address critical security 
needs to the House floor. Rather than 
playing political games with govern-
ment funding, let’s work on solutions. 

I am ready to stay here until we get 
the job done. Let’s get to work. 
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