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agents trying to overturn a law that
they didn’t like.

I also conducted oversight into the
FBI’s handling of its investigation into
Russian interference in the 2016 elec-
tion.

As a result of our and other commit-
tees’ investigative efforts, we now
know that one of the documents used
by the FBI to establish and broaden its
early investigation of President Trump
was an unsubstantiated political oppo-
sition research dossier, prepared by
Christopher Steele for the opposition
research firm Fusion GPS and paid for
by the Hillary Clinton campaign and
Democratic National Committee.

As Senator GRAHAM and I described
in our criminal referral of Christopher
Steele earlier this year, this dossier
was used by the FBI to help justify a
FISA warrant to surveil a Trump cam-
paign volunteer.

I am proud of the role that the com-
mittee has played in bringing addi-
tional details about these events into
public view, both through the criminal
referral of Steele and through the offi-
cial release of the committee’s inter-
view of Fusion GPS founder Glenn
Simpson, which took place last August.

My oversight work on this com-
mittee has also been bipartisan. Rank-
ing Member FEINSTEIN and I shared
equally in the questioning of witnesses
involved in the Trump Tower meeting,
and we worked together to release the
results of the Committee’s investiga-
tion in May of this year.

Even though I am chairman of Judi-
ciary, my oversight focus extended to
health care related matters.

Nonprofit hospitals have been a par-
ticular concern.

One nonprofit chain, called Mosaic
Life-Care, had been suing low-income
patients for debts that should have
been covered by the hospital. Tax-ex-
empt hospitals cannot be in the busi-
ness of profiting off poor people.

After a 16-month inquiry, Mosaic fi-
nally changed its ways and approved
debt forgiveness for over 3,000 patients.
That debt forgiveness was worth ap-
proximately $16.9 million.

And when Iowans began contacting
me about the rising cost of EpiPen, I
began to investigate. In 2007, a pack of
two EpiPens cost $100. By 2016, the cost
exploded to $600.

In a nutshell, Mylan had classified
the EpiPen as a generic under the Med-
icaid Drug Rebate Program rather than
a brand name drug.

Because of this incorrect classifica-
tion, Mylan only had to pay a 13-per-
cent rebate instead of a 23.1-percent re-
bate.

I asked the Health and Human Serv-
ices inspector general to look into
these practices.

The inspector general found that the
taxpayers may have overpaid for the
EpiPen by as much as $1.27 billion over
10 years because of the incorrect classi-
fication.

Eventually, Mylan settled a False
Claims Act case with the Justice De-
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partment for $465 million. Upon learn-
ing of that settlement, I expressed my
disappointment that it didn’t seem the
taxpayers had been made whole.

On August 16, 2018, the FDA finally
approved a generic EpiPen, which gives
consumers more purchasing options.

Simply stated, oversight works.

I also investigated, with Senator
WYDEN, Gilead’s pricing decisions for
its hepatitis C drugs—Sovaldi and
Harvoni. Our joint report was a
ground-level view of how a drug is
priced and what steps some drug com-
panies will take to maximize profit
possibly to the detriment of patients in
need.

Nursing home social media abuse has
also been a focus of mine.

New technologies offer new ways for
bad conduct to occur. Steps ought to be
taken to stop that.

After extensive communication with
CMS about these issues, the govern-
ment issued a guideline that made
clear that compromising photos and re-
cordings of residents is a form of abuse.

But, we didn’t stop there.

After reading reports about spending
and management problems at the
Wounded Warrior Project, I looked into
that too.

Reports had shown Wounded Warrior
was not spending 80.6 percent of their
programs expenses on veterans in fiscal
year 2014. My investigation found that
Wounded Warrior had been incor-
porating donated media and millions of
dollars in fundraising to get to that
80.6 percent. A more accurate figure is
about 68 percent.

Americans want the Wounded War-
rior Project to be successful, and if its
current leaders are listening to this, I
want to reiterate my best wishes that
it help as many veterans as possible.

I have also taken a keen interest in
the Red Cross over the years.

Most recently, after reports of mis-
managed spending after the earthquake
in Haiti, I decided it was time to look
under the hood.

What I found was troubling, to say
the least.

My inquiry found that the Red Cross
did not track costs on a project by
project basis; instead, it used a com-
plex and inaccurate process to track
spending. The Red Cross was simply
unable to provide the exact cost of
each project and program in Haiti.

Worst yet, my inquiry found that the
head of the Red Cross attempted to ter-
minate a review by the Government
Accountability Office and lied about it.
I will continue to keep my eye on the
Red Cross.

During my time as chairman of Judi-
ciary, I have also conducted extensive
oversight of our broken immigration
system.

For every major terror attack on
American soil by a foreign national, I
reviewed just how the perpetrators en-
tered the country in the first place.
What I found was that often these ter-
rorists and other criminals would lie or
conceal information on their visa ap-
plications to enter the country.
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They often knew which visas to ex-
ploit to commit their crimes, which
ranged from espionage, to theft of
trade secrets, to trafficking.

The committee has also looked into
how Homeland Security and State vet
refugees, monitored the mass migra-
tion caravans, reviewed hundreds of
pages of visa and immigration docu-
ments, and repeatedly raised concerns
with the controversial EB-5 investor
visa program.

When Congress created the program,
the goal was to spur growth for rural
and underserved areas. Now, the EB-5
program has become an often illicit
funding source for big-moneyed inter-
ests in some of the largest cities
around the country. It is no surprise
that the Fraud Detection and National
Security Directorate also raised na-
tional security concerns about the pro-
gram.

Since 2016, I have written eight let-
ters, held three hearings, and intro-
duced legislation to remedy the glaring
problems that plague this program.

I wait with anticipation on the EB-5
modernization and reform regulations
the Department of Homeland Security
promises to publish very soon.

These are but a few examples of what
I have tried to do right by the people of
Iowa and the taxpaying public.

Being chairman of the Judiciary
Committee has been a rewarding expe-
rience, one that I will cherish as some
of the most productive years of my ca-
reer representing the great people and
State of ITowa.

I look forward to continuing my
oversight work both as chairman of Fi-
nance and as a senior member of the
Judiciary Committee in the next Con-
gress.

After all, as experience has shown,
oversight works, and I will continue to
fight the good fight on behalf of “We
the people.”

———
TRIBUTE TO CONNIE McKENZIE

Ms. MURKOWSKI. Mr. President, I
come to the floor today to recognize a
truly exceptional individual who has
been a member of my staff for many
years. It is bittersweet to stand before
you today to recognize the well-de-
served retirement of Connie McKenzie,
of my Juneau, AK, office.

Connie isn’t originally from Alaska,
but you would never know it. She
moved to our great State in the sum-
mer of 1987 to take a seasonal job in
Skagway with a cruise ship tour com-
pany, but those few weeks in the Alas-
kan summer soon turned into a home.
She has been in Alaska ever since, and
that summer job quickly turned into a
successful career in the tourism indus-
try in southeast Alaska, giving Connie
the opportunity to work closely with
community members, interact with
local businesses and to help grow the
regional economy. She is a people per-
son to her core and someone we all
quickly relate to, a valuable trait for
any career.
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Connie soon gained a reputation as
someone to go to when you needed
something done. She is a problem-solv-
er who doesn’t know the word no. From
the beginning, her ability to find solu-
tions, showcase her region, and quickly
develop professional contacts made her
a well-respected member of the com-
munity. For more than 20 years, she
has been a dedicated volunteer and of-
ficer of local and statewide political
groups, including the Capital City Re-
publican Women, district cochair, and
the Republican State Central Com-
mittee. She has been active in Beta
Sigma Phi and a variety of community
service projects.

Connie’s local involvement eventu-
ally opened doors for a new career, one
in public service. In 2001, Connie began
working for the Alaska Congressional
Delegation. She first started working
for Congressman YOUNG, now the Dean
of the House. She was a natural fit and
soon was running a joint office for the
entire congressional delegation. It was
my good fortune to join the U.S. Sen-
ate with a seasoned staff member like
Connie. Her regional knowledge and
work experience have, no doubt, helped
me represent the unique needs of Alas-
kans, particularly those in southeast.

After serving in this role for many
years, Connie left the office in 2013 to
work for the State administration
under then-Governor Sean Parnell, but
she just couldn’t stay away, nor could
we last too long without her. Thank-
fully, in 2015, she came back to us and
has served our Juneau office in service
to Senator SULLIVAN and me. She has
been a dedicated public servant, and I
know I speak on behalf of so many
Alaskans when I say we will be sad to
see her go.

Congressman YOUNG said of Connie
that she ‘“‘is one of the rare gems that
comes along rarely in a Congressional
career. From the moment I hired her
she has been the embodiment of a per-
fect staff. She is the person who the
people of Southeast Alaska have come
to rely upon for sound policy advice,
every kind of constituent service and
has gone above the call of duty to serve
as a counselor for the mentally ill and
homeless population. She faced any
challenge with a positive demeanor,
rock solid ethics and made it all look
easy. Her guidance to me has been a
godsend and a large part of my own
success in not only Southeast Alaska
but statewide. Whether employed di-
rectly by me, the Congressional delega-
tion or any other entity, Connie has al-
ways been a stalwart supporter, volun-
teer and overall great person. Connie,
we will sorely miss you!” I couldn’t
agree more with DON’s words.

Connie has done a great job rep-
resenting the Alaska Congressional
Delegation. She brings new meaning to
the term professional. Regardless of
what side of the political spectrum you
are on, you know you will get a
straight and fair answer from Connie.
Constituents appreciate her work,
other elected officials are comfortable
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working with her, and the office staff is
always asking for and depending on her
expertise. In my office, she is our infor-
mal office trainer. If you want to know
how to do something, Connie is the one
to ask. She has provided hundreds of
Alaskans with casework assistance on
nearly the same amount of issues, from
taxes to immigration to forest manage-
ment, you name it. Connie has handled
it.

People that work with Connie will al-
ways find a brilliant, caring person
that demonstrates a good sense of
comradery and teamwork. This is what
her colleagues and friends say about
her, and I couldn’t say it better myself.

Connie’s departure will certainly cre-
ate a loss for me and my team, but I
know Connie won’t be at a loss for
things to do. She is an avid outdoors
woman, enjoying skiing, hiking, and
biking with her husband Mitch and dog
Brodie whenever possible. No hill is too
steep, no trail is too long, she tackles
each adventure with enthusiasm and a
deep love for the outdoors.

Often when I would travel to her re-
gion, Connie somehow found time in
my otherwise packed schedule to fit
constituent meetings into a hike
through the Tongass or some other
outdoor adventure, giving us a chance
to fill our lungs with fresh air while we
worked. I will miss those hikes to-
gether, but now, I will just have to
schedule them with her rather than the
other way around.

Connie may be retiring from her ca-
reer of public service, but I have no
doubt she will continue to remain en-
gaged in her community. It is in her
blood. Connie leaves behind a legacy of
hard work, humor, and commitment to
Alaska that will forever be remem-
bered. I wish her all the best in the
next chapter of her life. Connie; I'll see
you on the trails.

—————
TRIBUTE TO STAFF

Mr. CORKER. Mr. President, over the
past 12 years, I have had the privilege
to serve the citizens of Tennessee and
our country with the finest group of
people that I have ever been around. I
truly love them.

Today, in my final statement for the
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD, I want to rec-
ognize the people who have become
like family, past and present—178 hard-
working, tenacious, conscientious pub-
lic servants—and thank them for all
they have done to make a difference in
the lives of countless Tennesseans and
to make our world a better place:

Jared Adams, Mike Ahern, Ann Marie An-
derson, Jessica Bader, Bridget Baird, David
Baird, Michael Bassett, Ryan Berger, Hunter
Bethea, Casey Black, Bertie Bowman, Court-
ney Bradway, Michael Bright, Clay
Brockman, Paul Burdette, Tom Callahan,
Conor Carney, Mark Cochran, Kim Cordell,
Jamie Corley.

Kelly Cotton, Leslie Crisp, Carlie Crenshaw
Cruse, Joe Curtsinger, Joe Dagher, Kat Dahl,
Anna Catherine Davenport, Ashton Davis
Davies, Reese Davis, Garnett Decosimo, Ar-
mand DeKeyser, Chris Devaney, Caroline
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Diaz-Barriga, Bradley Dickerson, Tara
DiJulio, Sarah Downs, David Dudik, John
Dutton, Alex Eblen, Holt Edwards, Tracey
Edwards.

Brooke Eisele, Callie Estes, Heather Scar-
borough Ewalt, Josh Falzone, Jason Farris,
Paul Fassbender, Aaron Fitzgerald, Chris
Ford, Katie Davis Freeman, Michael Galla-
gher, Lee Gatts, Courtney Geduldig, Santo
Giordano, Whitney Calhoun Goetz, John
Goetz, Paul Goode, Tori Gorman, Jill Gray-
son, Joey Greer, John Haley.

Stephanie Parsons Hamby, Sam Hamilton,
Jenny Hamrick, Chuck Harper, Sarah Mikels
Harrington, Joy Hawkins Harris, Jeni Healy,
Alex Heaton, Alicia Hennie, Laura Lefler
Herzog, Trey Hicks, Caroline Hodge, Farrah
Hodge, Chris Howell, Clay Huddleston, Jamil
Jaffer, Julia Johnson, Kyle Johnson, Micah
Johnson, Jane Jolley, Logan Jolley.

Elizabeth Kelly, David KXinzler, Nick
Kistenmacher, Anna Knight, Carrie Lane,
Audri Larsen, Molly Lazio, David Leaverton,
Carolyn Leddy, Rachel Lee, Ramona Lessen,
Sarah Leversee, John Lipsey, Todd Love,
Patrick Lynch, Kirsten Madison, Dana
Magneson, Emily Manning, Caleb McCarry,
Connor McCarthy.

Jonathan McKernan, Claire McVay, Bess
McWherter, Abby Meadors, Owen Mercer,
Katy Miller, Michael Miller, Christen
Mogavero, Becky Moon, Grant Mullins, Les-
ter Munson, Meg Murphy, Angie Nelson,
Stacie Oliver, Bentley Olson, Andy Olson,
Sarah Osborn, Anne Oswalt, Arne Owens,
Connor Pagnani.

Paul Palagyi, Ashley Palmer, Jonathan
Parker, Shelby Payne, Michael Phelan,
Frank Polley, Shirley Pond, Kelly Puckett,
Ben Purser, John Rader, Betsy Ranalli, Tori
Read, Rebecca Rial, Scott Richardson, Cate

Catani Robertson, Kristin Rosa, Darlene
Rosenkoetter, Jill Salyers, Brandeanna
Sanders, Marty Schuh.

Patricia Schultz, Hayly Humphreys

Schmidt, Les Sealy, Douglas Sellers, Erica
Frye Sharber, Evan Sharber, Lowell Sher-
man, Lexi Simpson, Matthew Smith, Rhonda
Smithson, Justin Spickard, Megan Spoone,
Dan Springer, Zach Stone, Sarah Ramig
Stone, Rob Strayer, James Tatgenhorst,
Beth Tipps, Eric Trager.

Chris Tuttle, Daniel Vajdich, Caroline Vik,
Morgan Vina, Jennifer Weems, Micki Wer-
ner, Jeri Wheeler, Mark White, Brent Wiles,
Hallie Williams, Laurie Williams, Staci
Willoughby, Bridget Winstead, Todd
Womack, Canon Woodward, Alicyn York,
John Zadrozny.

———

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS

TRIBUTE TO MARY LINCOLN

e Mr. DAINES. Mr. President, this
week I have the honor of recognizing
Mary Lincoln of Liberty County for her

100 years of determination, joy, and
service for others.
At 107, Mary Lincoln has lived

through 19 Presidents, two World Wars,
the Great Depression, and was born be-
fore women could vote. Ms. Lincoln
was born in 1911, just north of Rudyard,
MT, in a small homestead shack. As an
infant, she was placed in a cardboard
box with blankets and laid atop of the
home’s oven to keep warm. From then
on, Mary Lincoln has embodied the
true spirit of Montana, keeping a light
heart and always staying busy.

Mary Lincoln graduated from Havre
High School at 16, where she then went
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