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banks of the San Jacinto River. He also raised
cattle. By 1854, more than sixteen families
settled around what was known as the Joseph
Dunman settlement.

After the war, Dunman continued working
for the Republic of Texas by driving and fenc-
ing cattle for Fort Galveston.

Because of men like Joseph Dunman,
Texas is the great State that it is today. His
legacy embodies the passion and loyalty that
make Texans stand out around the world. The
backbone of our nation was formed from hard-
working citizens like Joseph Dunman. He is an
example not only to those from Humble, but to
all citizens of our great Nation.

The Dunman family always found a way to
give back to their beloved Humble. They used
their home as a polling location for the Repub-
lic of Texas and Harris County elections. Jo-
seph Dunman’s son, Joseph W. Dunman,
opened the very first school in 1873. The
school was called Joe Dunman’s School-
house. It was the only school in the district.
The district is now called the Humble Inde-
pendent School District.

Beginning as a small sawmill town, Humble
was home to rugged Texas ranchers, farmers,
and loggers. In 1869, a Civil War veteran
named Pleasant Humble moved to Harris
County. He purchased prime land from the
Dunman family along the south side of the
San Jacinto River. Humble opened a grocery
store and ran the existing ferry. He soon took
over the responsibility of the mail.

One of the best things about Texas is the
fact that Texas towns each have their own
unique history. There are hundreds of stories
about towns and their colorful past and the
settlers who founded them. However, the most
interesting part of their unique history is how
each town received its name. According to
local historian Dr. Robert Meaux, ‘“legend
states that mail carriers from other towns were
instructed to “deliver to Humble” meaning
Pleasant Humble. Through continued use of
this phrase, “Humble” eventually became the
name of the town.” In 1886, Pleasant Humble
became the first postmaster of Humble. He
was also Commissioner of Harris County and
elected to Justice of the Peace for Harris
County Precinct 4 in 1887 to 1895.

The name Bender should sound familiar to
Humble folks. Bender Avenue, Aldine-Bender
Road, and Charles Bender High School were
all named after Charles Bender Sr. In 1889,
Bender purchased a sawmill and moved it to
Humble. The sale included thousands of acres
of timberland. C. Bender and Sons became a
very successful lumber company. They
shipped wood all over the world. Bender was
a very generous man. He built houses for his
employees and allowed them to purchase
them from his company.

In 1904 Bender filed an official street plan
for the town of Humble, which is still in use
today. The four main streets in town were
named after four oil pioneers drilling in Hum-
ble: Higgins, Barrett, Granberry, and Staiti.
The Bender family were hardworking, well-
educated, God fearing Americans who emi-
grated from Germany believing the impossible.
Recently the City of Humble renovated the
abandoned Charles Bender High School and
converted it into the Charles Bender Per-
forming Arts Center. Hung over the top of one
of the doors at Charles Bender High School
read “Impossible Is Un-American.” This motto
was true of the Bender family.
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Modern amenities were brought to Humble
at the turn of the 20th century. They opened
a bank, a theater and skating rink known as
the Opera House, utility companies, a hard-
ware store and saloons. Influential leader and
citizen, Ross Sterling, moved to Humble in
1904. After completing a fourth grade level
education, he began working as a clerk at the
age of 12. The experience led him at the age
of 21 to launch his own feed store. Sterling
could have taught a course about the hard-
working man—Work Ethic 101. In 1910,
Sterling’s big break came when he purchased
two oil wells, leading to the charter of The
Humble Oil and Refining Company, which
later became Exxon. Sterling went to open
many banks, one of which is Humble State
Bank. He also was a newspaper publisher
after buying the Houston Post, and owned
KPRC radio station. He went on to become
the governor of Texas from 1931 to 1933. In
all of his endeavors, he always found a way
to give back to his community. He left a leg-
acy long after his death. Ross Sterling Middle
School in Humble is named in his honor.

The 10s and 20s roared in with the founding
of oil. QOil derricks made of wood covered
Moonshine Hill and Humble. The first oil boom
in Humble was made up of shallow wells that
formed lakes of oil around the derricks. What
a sight. As a result, Humble grew along with
the refinery when oil roughnecks began pur-
chasing homes in and around the town.

They weathered the depression better than
most in the 30s and the 40s. And they solidi-
fied the Greatest Generation in our Nation’s
history. Humble is home to many heroes who
served in the military during this time. One
such hero who lives in Humble is Tom Mor-
gan. Tom volunteered to serve his country
during WW2. He joined the Marines in 1942
and was deployed and assigned to island hop-
ping along Southeast Asia. Despite contracting
malaria, he continued to serve our country. He
then served as a reservist, and again de-
ployed for his country in the Korean War. But
he was not done serving. He worked the pipe-
lines for 30 years and raised 3 kids in Humble.
He retired, but felt lazy, so he answered an ad
in the paper for positions with the Harris
County Sheriff Office as a reserve officer. At
the age of 72, he was the oldest cadet to ever
graduate from the academy.

For 26 years, he has put on a badge and
a gun to protect and serve the people and
communities that he loves. At the age of 98,
Tom Morgan is retiring as the oldest active
lawman in the state of Texas. He still lives in
Humble.

The McKay family name is well-known in
Humble. Dr. Haden Edwards McKay |l brought
his family to Humble in 1919. He practiced
medicine and served on the Humble ISD
School Board. His son, Haden Edwards
McKay lll, followed in his father’'s footsteps by
becoming a physician, too. He became known
as Dr. McKay Jr. He started practicing medi-
cine in 1938 in Humble. He met his wife, Lil-
lian, a nurse at St. Joseph’s hospital and they
were married in 1941. That same year, Dr.
McKay built a white limestone house for his
new bride, in Humble. This home is consid-
ered a piece of local history. Another Humble
landmark is the McKay Clinic, which is now a
museum thanks to the efforts of Mrs. McKay.
Dr. McKay saw patients at that clinic until his
death in 1996. | cannot imagine what Humble
would be like today, had it not been for the
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McKay’s. The city thrives because of their
work and tireless efforts. Dr. McKay served as
the mayor of Humble for 24 years and Lillian
was the First Lady.

Bringing in air conditioning, the baby boom,
and the Vietnam War the 50s and 60s pre-
sented many more changes to the small town.
The 50s was the beginning of an economic
boom in Humble. Population of Humble in-
creased as many families moved to the sub-
urbs to escape the City of Houston. In 1969,
Houston’s largest airport, now called George
Bush Intercontinetal Airport, was built on the
west side of Humble. The 70s saw the biggest
rise in fame and fortune with the oil boom, but
was followed by the biggest fall from grace in
the 80s. Nonetheless, Humble emerged un-
scathed in the 90s and continued to thrive.
Not to say there were not hard times over the
years. They had their share of hurricanes and
fires—the latest was Hurricane Harvey. And
we all know the damage Harvey poured onto
Humble. But Humble proved Texas Strong. It
is truly a city rich in history, pride, and perse-
verance.

Humble’s fire and police departments are
among the best in Texas. As a prosecutor and
Judge for over 30 years, | have had the privi-
lege of working alongside some of America’s
best, the men and women in blue. Each day
they wake up, place the badge—the shield—
over their heart and head out into our commu-
nities to protect us. It has been and honor to
call many first responders in Humble, my
friend.

It has been an honor to represent the citi-
zens of Humble, Texas in the United States
House of Representatives. | am proud to have
worked with  Retired Humble Mayor
McMannes, Humble Mayor Merle Aarons, and
the city council on numerous projects con-
cerning the city. | commend them for their
leadership in helping Humble grow.

| look forward to seeing Humble continue to
prosper in the future.

And that’s just the way it is.

HONORING ISAAC APPLBAUM
HON. JEFF DENHAM

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, December 19, 2018

Mr. DENHAM. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
acknowledge and honor Isaac Applbaum, an
active investor, enthusiastic venture capitalist,
and senior advisor to the Mayor of Jerusalem
for Public Private Partnerships.

Isaac grew up around Brooklyn, New York,
where he attended Yeshiva University. He
then moved on to earn his degree in Com-
puter Science from the Hebrew University of
Jerusalem. After graduation, he joined Bell
Labs as a programmer. He has since gone on
to launch Concorde Solutions, a software as-
sets management firm. The firm was bought
by Bank of America, which landed him a role
as a senior vice president responsible for stra-
tegic investments. From there, Applbaum has
spent over 20 years in the Bay Area’s venture
capital universe.

Mr. Applbaum works with a variety of invest-
ment firms and continues to push investment
in Israel. He is a major contributor to partner-
ships between American and Israeli compa-
nies. He also cofounded Teal Lake Cellars,
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which produced a variety of high quality ko-
sher wines that to bring together friends, lead-
ers and colleagues from all walks of life.

Isaac is happily married to Hilda, his wife of
31 years, and together they have three chil-
dren. He has dedicated himself to teaching the
world about the beauty of Israel and its cul-
ture. To that end, he has spent much of his
time working tirelessly to build flourishing Jew-
ish communities in Israel and the United
States.

Mr. Speaker, please join me in honoring and
commending Isaac Applbaum for his out-
standing devotion, contributions and dedica-
tion to his community. We wish him continued
success in his future endeavors.

REP. JOHN CULBERSON FAREWELL

HON. LAMAR SMITH

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, December 19, 2018

Mr. SMITH of Texas. Mr. Speaker, today I'd
like to recognize Congressman JOHN CULBER-
SON. For almost two decades he has been an
advocate for the Texans of the seventh dis-
trict.

Chairing the House Commerce, Justice,
Science, and Related Agencies Appropriations
Subcommittee, JOHN has maintained or in-
creased the budget for funding NASA. When
it comes to space issues, his interest, knowl-
edge, and enthusiasm is unmatched.

A lawyer by trade, JOHN has always fought
for NASA to ensure America remains the
world-leader in space exploration. His exper-
tise and good counsel will continue to be
needed even after his time in Congress comes
to an end.

| thank JOHN for his public service. It has
been a pleasure working on space issues with
him in Congress.

——

INTRODUCTION OF THE NATIONAL
COMMISSION TO COMBAT SEX-
UAL HARASSMENT ACT

HON. ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON

OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, December 19, 2018

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, today, | intro-
duce the National Commission to Combat
Sexual Harassment Act to establish a national
commission to examine and combat sexual
harassment in the workplace.

| have modeled this bill on legislation Con-
gress has passed to address other national
problems considered to be serious, such as
gambling. The almost daily exposure of allega-
tions of sexual harassment, many not denied,
more than qualifies sexual harassment for na-
tional attention and priority. This bill would cre-
ate a national commission to focus on sexual
harassment in major industries and work-
places throughout the United States.

Congress recently adopted a bill that ad-
dresses harassment in the congressional
workplace. It requires Members of the House
and Senate to be personally liable for settle-
ments and awards resulting from harassment
and retaliation claims, removes the mandatory
counseling, mediation and “cooling off’ periods
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for accusers that is currently required, man-
dates publicly reporting awards and settle-
ments and covers unpaid staff as well. This is
a step in the right direction beginning here in
the Congress. However, nothing equivalent
has been done for sexual harassment that af-
fects the American people. We have largely
neglected our own constituents, despite the in-
creasing number of troubling reports in the
news of sexual harassment claims.

A national commission would assure the
American people that Congress takes sexual
harassment affecting them—the typical work-
er—seriously, beyond the high-profile exam-
ples, such as allegations against Harvey
Weinstein and the Congress itself, that have
garnered the headlines. Most importantly, the
commission would hear from a cross section
of the public—from office and factory workers
to retail and food service employees—whose
experiences with sexual harassment have re-
ceived almost no attention. The commission
could travel or invite witnesses to Washington
from throughout the country to recommend
changes in laws or regulations and best prac-
tices for preventing, training, investigating, re-
sponding to and penalizing sexual harassment
in the private and public sectors.

Our constituents expect Congress, which
represents every sector, to take on the na-
tional problem of sexual harassment, which
we now know has infected every major sector
of the economy, including private and public
(federal, state and local) workplaces. A na-
tional commission could help reach and re-
duce sexual harassment, a form of gender dis-
crimination, where the average woman and
man works.

| strongly urge my colleagues to support this
bill.

———

HONORING THE 45TH PASTORAL
ANNIVERSARY OF DALLAS A.
WALKER, JR.

HON. BRENDA JONES

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, December 19, 2018

Ms. JONES of Michigan. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to honor the 45th Pastoral Anniversary
of Dallas A. Walker, Jr., Minister of Detroit's
Wyoming Avenue Church of Christ.

Born in Vernon, Alabama, Pastor Walker
comes from a strong lineage of faith leaders.
His grandfather was a pioneer minister in
Northwest Alabama and his father served as a
church elder at the Mayfield Church of Christ
in Fayette, Alabama. His mother was a devout
Christian that lived to see her two youngest
sons fulfil a family legacy proclaiming the
Gospel of Christ.

Pastor Walker graduated from Lamar Coun-
ty Training School, and went on to attend
Southwestern Christian College. He later
earned a Bachelor's Degree in Psychology
from the University of Detroit Mercy and a
Master’ s Degree in Professional Counseling
from Wayne State University in Detroit. Pastor
Walker began his formal ministry at the
Church of Christ in Athens, Alabama. He has
also served two other Alabama congregations,
the Woodland Park Church of Christ in Bir-
mingham, Alabama and the Farris Drive
Church of Christ in Huntsville, Alabama.

Pastor Walker and his wife of 54 vyears,
Beverly MacDonald Walker (deceased), have
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three kids, Pamela Spear, Jennifer Leake, and
Dallas A. Walker, Ill.

Widely known as a “Preacher's Preacher”,
he is an international evangelist, that has trav-
eled firsthand to numerous biblical sites,
among them the Mountain at Nebo, Beth-
lehem, the Sea of Galilee, Jericho, and the
Garden of Gethsemane.

Pastor Walker is a stalwart spiritual com-
pass in the city of Detroit. He can be seen all
over the district sharing the scripture and
hosting revivals. His dedication to the commu-
nity was honored with secondary street nam-
ing of Wyoming and Chippewa Avenues. He
also sits on the board of the Board of Direc-
tors of the National Association of Celebrated
Seniors.

Mr. Speaker, | ask you and my colleagues
to join me in applauding Pastor Dallas A.
Walker, Jr. for his 45 years of service in min-
istry at the Wyoming Avenue Church of Christ.

———

TRIBUTE TO MRS. LUZ GONZALEZ
TORRES—EIGHTY-THREE (83)
YEARS OLD AND STILL WORKING
AS A LETTER CARRIER

HON. DANNY K. DAVIS

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, December 19, 2018

Mr. DANNY K. DAVIS of lllinois. Mr. Speak-
er, age is relative, and many people look at it
in very different ways. Many people look for-
ward to being old enough to work, and of
course, many of us look at it in terms of op-
portunity to retire. Work is indeed a virtue and
it is indeed a dignified way of contributing to
the well-being of society.

Today we highlight and honor Mrs. Torres
for her longevity, her dedication to service and
her inspiration to human kind. Mrs. Luz Gon-
zalez Torres was born in Trujillo, Peru on Jan-
uary 2, 1935, which marked her almost 84
years old. She came to the U.S. in 1963 and
married Victor Torres in 1966. She and her
husband have six (6) children, three (3) boys
and three (3) girls and five (5) grandchildren.
She widowed in 2007. Prior to becoming a let-
ter carrier, Mrs. Torres worked for Walgreens,
lllinois Bell, Western Electric and a travel
agency. In 1985, Mrs. Torres was hired by the
postal service and worked until 1989. She
took a break and came back in 1992 as a
PTS. Luz became a regular in 1994, and has
had her current route since 2010. She had two
knee surgeries and a broken left hand, yet she
is still an active carrier.

What a woman. What mail carriers do for all
of us.

——————

HONORING STANISLAUS COUNTY
SHERIFF ADAM CHRISTIANSON

HON. JEFF DENHAM

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, December 19, 2018

Mr. DENHAM. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor Stanislaus County Sheriff Adam
Christianson, who is retiring after nearly three
decades of public service, including 12 years
serving as Stanislaus County Sheriff.

In 1988, Sheriff Christianson began his sto-
ried law enforcement career by joining the
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