
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSE H10323 December 19, 2018 
Center in May of 2011, an impressive 
achievement for a first-time composer. 

Since then, he has composed numer-
ous operas, including a grand opera 
based on William Kennedy’s 2014 novel, 
‘‘Roscoe,’’ that received a concert per-
formance with the Albany Symphony 
featuring Deborah Voigt in 2016. 

He also cowrote one of the first-ever 
operas for Twitter, #IsOperaDead, a 
five-act opera performed in the span of 
1 minute and 40 seconds. 

He also serves on the faculty at 
Skidmore College and was a resident 
artist at the prestigious Yaddo. 

Professor Evan Mack, on behalf of all 
of your many fans and supporters in 
upstate New York, congratulations on 
being named a 2018 Professional of the 
Year by Musical America. 

f 

CONGRATULATING THE RAINES 
AND MANDARIN HIGH SCHOOL 
FOOTBALL TEAMS 

(Mr. RUTHERFORD asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. RUTHERFORD. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to congratulate the Raines 
High School football team for winning 
the Florida 4A State championship 
and, also, the Mandarin High School 
football team for winning the Florida 
8A State championship. 

Raines High School now has won two 
straight State titles, while Mandarin 
just captured their first State football 
championship ever. This marks the 
first time in history that two public 
schools from Duval County, Florida, 
have won the State championship in 
the same season. 

Football is a big part of Florida cul-
ture. Many kids grow up with dreams 
of winning the championship under 
those Friday night lights, and these 
student athletes have demonstrated 
the commitment and work ethic to be 
successful both on the field and in the 
classroom. 

I congratulate them for bringing 
home some hardware to northeast 
Florida where it belongs, and I look 
forward to more championships to 
come. 

Congratulations once again to Man-
darin and Raines football on a victory 
these players will remember for the 
rest of their lives. 
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CONGRATULATING ALIQUIPPA 
HIGH SCHOOL FOOTBALL TEAM 

(Mr. ROTHFUS asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. ROTHFUS. Mr. Speaker, it was a 
fitting end to an outstanding season 
for the Aliquippa High School football 
team. They were victorious in 14 of 
their 15 games. 

The Quips, led by their new head 
coach and former quarterback, Mike 
Warfield, fought their way to a re-
sounding victory as they became Class 

3A State football champions. The 35–0 
win against Middletown High School 
resulted in the Quips’ third PIAA State 
championship. 

The Aliquippa football team has been 
a perennial contender for State foot-
ball titles. This season, a powerhouse 
offense outscored teams by more than 
700 points, and a formidable defense 
shut out 7 of their 15 opponents. 

The Quips team also won the WPIAL 
championship, and Coach Warfield be-
came only the third coach in WPIAL 
history to win a State championship in 
his first year. 

Congratulations to Aliquippa High 
School, Coach Warfield, the coaching 
staff, and the team for their out-
standing achievement. They have made 
western Pennsylvania proud. 
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FOREVER GI BILL HOUSING 
PAYMENT FULFILLMENT ACT 

(Mr. BARR asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. BARR. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
in support of my legislation, the For-
ever GI Bill Housing Payment Fulfill-
ment Act, which will hold the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs accountable 
for properly and retroactively paying 
student veterans the educational hous-
ing benefits they have earned. 

This legislation, introduced in re-
sponse to the VA’s failure to comply 
with the reimbursement rates set by 
the Forever GI Bill, requires the VA to 
correct all delayed payments and un-
derpayments no later than January 1, 
2020. 

The Forever GI Bill provides housing 
benefits to thousands of Kentucky’s ac-
tive military reservists and veterans as 
they pursue higher education. 

Our Nation’s veterans deserve better 
than to face financial distress, or even 
eviction, as a result of inaccurate or 
late payments. This legislation will 
remedy this undue hardship placed on 
veteran students and provide oversight 
and accountability to ensure these pay-
ments are made in a timely manner in 
the future. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge all of my col-
leagues to support this legislation to 
provide relief and certainty to our Na-
tion’s veterans, and I look forward to 
its swift passage. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE OF STAFF 
SERGEANT MAXIMO FLORES 

(Mrs. LESKO asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mrs. LESKO. Mr. Speaker, I ask for 
the members of the Arizona delegation 
to join me. 

Mr. Speaker, I and the rest of the Ar-
izona delegation want to take a minute 
to honor the life of Staff Sergeant 
Maximo Flores. 

On December 6, Staff Sergeant 
Maximo Flores was killed during a 
midair collision involving a marine re-
fueling aircraft and a fighter jet off the 
coast of Japan. 

Staff Sergeant Flores always wanted 
to be a marine, and he did not waste a 
moment. After his 2009 graduation 
from Valley Vista High School in Sur-
prise, Arizona, in my district, he en-
listed in the Marines and pursued the 
aviation field. 

His military service made his family 
proud, even as he lived in distant loca-
tions such as Japan, where he most re-
cently served with Marine Aerial Re-
fueler Transport Squadron 152 at Ma-
rine Corps Air Station Iwakuni. 

As Americans, we are uncondition-
ally bound together by the value of 
freedom. Staff Sergeant Maximo Flores 
enlisted in the Marines and gave his 
life to keep our country safe. His serv-
ice symbolizes the values America 
stands for. It represents the freedom he 
fought for, and for that I am eternally 
grateful. 

We can never repay the debt our Na-
tion owes Staff Sergeant Flores or his 
family, but we will always remember 
him and how he led his life in the serv-
ice of others. 

His family and loved ones are in our 
prayers as they grieve during this try-
ing time, and Arizona is forever grate-
ful for Staff Sergeant Flores’ service 
and dedication to our country. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE STORY OF THE 
FORCE FAMILY 

(Ms. TENNEY asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Ms. TENNEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize the story of dear 
friends of mine, Robert and Donna 
Force, who are deeply committed to 
carrying on the tradition of family 
farming. 

Robert served honorably as a member 
of the 106th Rescue Wing, a unit of the 
Army National Guard. In 1986, Robert 
and Donna Force purchased 96 acres of 
land in Gilbertsville, New York. It is 
where they would spend the next 26 
years building their farm and growing 
their family. 

All told, by 2010, the family had ex-
panded to 111 acres of land in the beau-
tiful Catskill region of upstate New 
York. The family viewed the farm as 
their retreat, a place of many happy 
memories. They cleared the land to 
build a barn, renovated their farm-
house, and planted new trees across the 
landscape. 

Sadly, in 2014, the Forces were forced 
off their land due to an accounting 
error in their local county. The county 
failed to cooperate with them, instead 
putting their lovely farm up for sale 
and auction. 

Mr. Force, as a veteran, also cared 
for his wife, Donna, who was suffering 
grave, life-threatening medical prob-
lems through this and up until today. 
The Force family believes this is part 
of a larger plan to push families off 
their property, auctioning land to the 
highest bidder. 

Since that day, the Forces have con-
tinued to fight to save their farm, their 
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