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Committee or Mary Popadiuk, General 
Counsel of the House Budget Committee. 

STEVE WOMACK, 
Chairman, Committee on the Budget. 

f 

IN MEMORY OF SERVICEMEMBERS 
WHO PERISHED DURING THE U.S. 
MARINE CORPS TRAINING EXER-
CISE ON DECEMBER 5, 2018 

(Mr. HASTINGS asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. HASTINGS. Mr. Speaker, it is 
with profound sadness that I rise today 
with my colleagues who have helped 
organize this, particularly my col-
league Congressman RUTHERFORD, to 
pay tribute to the servicemembers who 
tragically perished on December 5 dur-
ing a training exercise off the coast of 
Japan: 

Lieutenant Colonel Kevin Herrmann 
of New Bern, North Carolina; 

Major James M. Brophy of 
Staatsburg, New York; 

Captain Jahmar Resilard of Miramar, 
Florida, who was raised in my district 
and whose mother I have spoken with; 

Staff Sergeant Maximo Flores of Sur-
prise, Arizona; 

Corporal Daniel Baker of Tremont, 
Illinois; and, 

Corporal William Ross of Henderson-
ville, Tennessee. 

These decorated marines served our 
Nation with distinction. Listing their 
achievements does little to pay ade-
quate tribute to their bravery, courage, 
and dedication to our country. 

On behalf of my colleagues, I express 
our heartfelt condolences to the fami-
lies of these honorable servicemem-
bers, their friends, and their colleagues 
in the United States Marine Corps. Our 
Nation grieves with you, and we pray 
that you find comfort during these ex-
tremely difficult times. 

Mr. Speaker, I request that the 
House of Representatives observe a mo-
ment of silence in memory of these 
American heroes. 

f 

POWER OF THE PURSE 

(Mr. CULBERSON asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. CULBERSON. Mr. Speaker, the 
Founders entrusted the power of the 
purse to the Congress because it is the 
most effective and powerful check and 
balance in our Constitution. It is vi-
tally important that this Congress 
work to pass these appropriations bills 
in their full detail. We cannot continue 
to operate under a continuing resolu-
tion, which just allows the executive 
branch to run unchecked. 

These bills have been carefully nego-
tiated. These bills allow the public to 
see how our hard-earned tax dollars are 
being spent. These bills enable the Con-
gress to have some real authority over 
the executive branch. 

In the 18 years it has been my privi-
lege to represent the people of west 

Houston, and to chair a subcommittee 
on appropriations, I was able to work 
together with my colleagues in putting 
together the largest hurricane recovery 
package in the history of the country, 
working together to make sure that 
our laws are enforced and that the De-
partment of Justice is following the 
law, enforcing the law, and securing 
the border. 

These things can be done through the 
power of the purse, through the respon-
sibility we have as Members of Con-
gress, as appropriators. It is essential 
we pass these appropriations bills and 
do so in a bipartisan way. 

I have always worked closely with 
my colleagues throughout the State of 
Texas and throughout the country, re-
gardless of party, because we are doing 
it for the good of the country. As Mr. 
CROWLEY said in his remarks and you 
can detect by the response in the 
House, we all work together arm-in- 
arm as patriots. Let’s pass these appro-
priations bills in detail when we come 
back here in the next year when the CR 
runs out in February. 

f 

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE 

A message from the Senate by Ms. 
Lasky, one of its clerks, announced 
that the Senate has passed with an 
amendment in which the concurrence 
of the House is requested a bill of the 
House of the following title: 

H.R. 4174. An act to amend titles 5 and 44, 
United States Code, to require Federal eval-
uation activities, improve Federal data man-
agement, and for other purposes. 

The message also announced that the 
Senate agrees to the amendment of the 
House to the bill (S. 2736) ‘‘An Act to 
develop a long-term strategic vision 
and a comprehensive, multifaceted, 
and principled United States policy for 
the Indo-Pacific region, and for other 
purposes.’’. 

The message also announced that the 
Senate has passed a bill of the fol-
lowing title in which the concurrence 
of the House is requested: 

S. 3178. An act to amend title 18, United 
States Code, to specify lynching as a depri-
vation of civil rights, and for other purposes. 

f 

HONORING PROFESSOR YUMIKO 
OGAWA 

(Mr. PAYNE asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. PAYNE. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor New Jersey City Uni-
versity Professor Yumiko Ogawa. 

Professor Ogawa is a registered play 
therapist. Along with current and 
former NJCU students, she is providing 
play therapy for immigrant children 
who are in the process of applying for 
asylum. Their play therapy program is 
currently being implemented at the 
Newark office of a nonprofit called 
Kids in Need of Defense. 

Since 2014, the United States has wel-
comed more than 240,000 unaccom-

panied minors who are seeking protec-
tion. Many of them have suffered from 
violence and child abuse. Some of them 
are escaping persistent trauma, includ-
ing human trafficking and gang vio-
lence. 

Professor Ogawa’s play therapy has 
already helped some of these children 
cope with their trauma. I am proud of 
Professor Ogawa’s thoughtful leader-
ship and the amazing research sup-
ported at New Jersey City University. 

It only takes an idea to change the 
world. I am proud to represent NJCU in 
Congress, and I ask my colleagues to 
join me in honoring this wonderful ini-
tiative. 

f 

b 2015 

FAREWELL TO WILSON TEAM 
FELLOWS 

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr. 
Speaker, I am grateful for the dedi-
cated staff work of Major Jonathan 
Grabill, who served as a military fel-
low, and Drew Nickels, who served as a 
foreign policy fellow, in the office of 
the Second District. 

Major Grabill has had a distinguished 
career in the Army for more than 16 
years. He provided key insight in devel-
oping the National Defense Authoriza-
tion Act. He has been deployed to Ger-
many, Iraq, and Kuwait. His back-
ground has been vital to reverse the de-
cline of readiness in our military. 

A leader on foreign policy issues, Mr. 
Nickels has worked tirelessly to de-
velop legislation for the Foreign Af-
fairs Committee. He previously served 
as intelligence briefer for two Secre-
taries of Energy. Before that, he was 
an intelligence analyst with the For-
eign Nuclear Programs Division at 
DOE. 

Mr. Speaker, their service will al-
ways be appreciated, with congratula-
tions for being members of the Wilson 
team. 

In conclusion, God bless our troops, 
and we will never forget September the 
11th in the global war on terrorism. 

Our sympathy to the family of Diane 
Wells; her husband, Joey; and children 
Eli, Maya, and Emma. 

f 

CONGRATULATING PROFESSOR 
EVAN MACK 

(Mr. TONKO asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. TONKO. Mr. Speaker, I rise to 
congratulate an accomplished com-
poser, educator, and music innovator 
from New York’s capital region, Pro-
fessor Evan Mack, recently named a 
Musical America 2018 Professional of 
the Year. 

Professor Mack’s first major opera 
premiered at New York’s Baryshnikov 
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Center in May of 2011, an impressive 
achievement for a first-time composer. 

Since then, he has composed numer-
ous operas, including a grand opera 
based on William Kennedy’s 2014 novel, 
‘‘Roscoe,’’ that received a concert per-
formance with the Albany Symphony 
featuring Deborah Voigt in 2016. 

He also cowrote one of the first-ever 
operas for Twitter, #IsOperaDead, a 
five-act opera performed in the span of 
1 minute and 40 seconds. 

He also serves on the faculty at 
Skidmore College and was a resident 
artist at the prestigious Yaddo. 

Professor Evan Mack, on behalf of all 
of your many fans and supporters in 
upstate New York, congratulations on 
being named a 2018 Professional of the 
Year by Musical America. 

f 

CONGRATULATING THE RAINES 
AND MANDARIN HIGH SCHOOL 
FOOTBALL TEAMS 

(Mr. RUTHERFORD asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. RUTHERFORD. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to congratulate the Raines 
High School football team for winning 
the Florida 4A State championship 
and, also, the Mandarin High School 
football team for winning the Florida 
8A State championship. 

Raines High School now has won two 
straight State titles, while Mandarin 
just captured their first State football 
championship ever. This marks the 
first time in history that two public 
schools from Duval County, Florida, 
have won the State championship in 
the same season. 

Football is a big part of Florida cul-
ture. Many kids grow up with dreams 
of winning the championship under 
those Friday night lights, and these 
student athletes have demonstrated 
the commitment and work ethic to be 
successful both on the field and in the 
classroom. 

I congratulate them for bringing 
home some hardware to northeast 
Florida where it belongs, and I look 
forward to more championships to 
come. 

Congratulations once again to Man-
darin and Raines football on a victory 
these players will remember for the 
rest of their lives. 

f 

CONGRATULATING ALIQUIPPA 
HIGH SCHOOL FOOTBALL TEAM 

(Mr. ROTHFUS asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. ROTHFUS. Mr. Speaker, it was a 
fitting end to an outstanding season 
for the Aliquippa High School football 
team. They were victorious in 14 of 
their 15 games. 

The Quips, led by their new head 
coach and former quarterback, Mike 
Warfield, fought their way to a re-
sounding victory as they became Class 

3A State football champions. The 35–0 
win against Middletown High School 
resulted in the Quips’ third PIAA State 
championship. 

The Aliquippa football team has been 
a perennial contender for State foot-
ball titles. This season, a powerhouse 
offense outscored teams by more than 
700 points, and a formidable defense 
shut out 7 of their 15 opponents. 

The Quips team also won the WPIAL 
championship, and Coach Warfield be-
came only the third coach in WPIAL 
history to win a State championship in 
his first year. 

Congratulations to Aliquippa High 
School, Coach Warfield, the coaching 
staff, and the team for their out-
standing achievement. They have made 
western Pennsylvania proud. 

f 

FOREVER GI BILL HOUSING 
PAYMENT FULFILLMENT ACT 

(Mr. BARR asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. BARR. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
in support of my legislation, the For-
ever GI Bill Housing Payment Fulfill-
ment Act, which will hold the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs accountable 
for properly and retroactively paying 
student veterans the educational hous-
ing benefits they have earned. 

This legislation, introduced in re-
sponse to the VA’s failure to comply 
with the reimbursement rates set by 
the Forever GI Bill, requires the VA to 
correct all delayed payments and un-
derpayments no later than January 1, 
2020. 

The Forever GI Bill provides housing 
benefits to thousands of Kentucky’s ac-
tive military reservists and veterans as 
they pursue higher education. 

Our Nation’s veterans deserve better 
than to face financial distress, or even 
eviction, as a result of inaccurate or 
late payments. This legislation will 
remedy this undue hardship placed on 
veteran students and provide oversight 
and accountability to ensure these pay-
ments are made in a timely manner in 
the future. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge all of my col-
leagues to support this legislation to 
provide relief and certainty to our Na-
tion’s veterans, and I look forward to 
its swift passage. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE OF STAFF 
SERGEANT MAXIMO FLORES 

(Mrs. LESKO asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mrs. LESKO. Mr. Speaker, I ask for 
the members of the Arizona delegation 
to join me. 

Mr. Speaker, I and the rest of the Ar-
izona delegation want to take a minute 
to honor the life of Staff Sergeant 
Maximo Flores. 

On December 6, Staff Sergeant 
Maximo Flores was killed during a 
midair collision involving a marine re-
fueling aircraft and a fighter jet off the 
coast of Japan. 

Staff Sergeant Flores always wanted 
to be a marine, and he did not waste a 
moment. After his 2009 graduation 
from Valley Vista High School in Sur-
prise, Arizona, in my district, he en-
listed in the Marines and pursued the 
aviation field. 

His military service made his family 
proud, even as he lived in distant loca-
tions such as Japan, where he most re-
cently served with Marine Aerial Re-
fueler Transport Squadron 152 at Ma-
rine Corps Air Station Iwakuni. 

As Americans, we are uncondition-
ally bound together by the value of 
freedom. Staff Sergeant Maximo Flores 
enlisted in the Marines and gave his 
life to keep our country safe. His serv-
ice symbolizes the values America 
stands for. It represents the freedom he 
fought for, and for that I am eternally 
grateful. 

We can never repay the debt our Na-
tion owes Staff Sergeant Flores or his 
family, but we will always remember 
him and how he led his life in the serv-
ice of others. 

His family and loved ones are in our 
prayers as they grieve during this try-
ing time, and Arizona is forever grate-
ful for Staff Sergeant Flores’ service 
and dedication to our country. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE STORY OF THE 
FORCE FAMILY 

(Ms. TENNEY asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Ms. TENNEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize the story of dear 
friends of mine, Robert and Donna 
Force, who are deeply committed to 
carrying on the tradition of family 
farming. 

Robert served honorably as a member 
of the 106th Rescue Wing, a unit of the 
Army National Guard. In 1986, Robert 
and Donna Force purchased 96 acres of 
land in Gilbertsville, New York. It is 
where they would spend the next 26 
years building their farm and growing 
their family. 

All told, by 2010, the family had ex-
panded to 111 acres of land in the beau-
tiful Catskill region of upstate New 
York. The family viewed the farm as 
their retreat, a place of many happy 
memories. They cleared the land to 
build a barn, renovated their farm-
house, and planted new trees across the 
landscape. 

Sadly, in 2014, the Forces were forced 
off their land due to an accounting 
error in their local county. The county 
failed to cooperate with them, instead 
putting their lovely farm up for sale 
and auction. 

Mr. Force, as a veteran, also cared 
for his wife, Donna, who was suffering 
grave, life-threatening medical prob-
lems through this and up until today. 
The Force family believes this is part 
of a larger plan to push families off 
their property, auctioning land to the 
highest bidder. 

Since that day, the Forces have con-
tinued to fight to save their farm, their 
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