
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE S7623 December 13, 2018 
CODIFYING USEFUL REGULATORY 

DEFINITIONS ACT 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Health, Education, Labor, 
and Pensions be discharged and that 
the Senate proceed to the immediate 
consideration of S. 2322. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the bill by title. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

A bill (S. 2322) to amend the Federal Food, 
Drug, and Cosmetic Act to define the term 
natural cheese. 

There being no objection, the com-
mittee was discharged, and the Senate 
proceeded to consider the bill. 

Mr. MCCONNELL. I ask unanimous 
consent that the Johnson amendment 
at the desk be agreed to and that the 
bill, as amended, be considered read a 
third time. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The amendment (No. 4113) was agreed 
to as follows: 

(Purpose: In the nature of a substitute) 
Strike all after the enacting clause and in-

sert the following: 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Codifying 
Useful Regulatory Definitions Act’’ or the 
‘‘CURD Act’’. 
SEC. 2. FINDINGS. 

Congress finds as follows: 
(1) There is a need to define the term ‘‘nat-

ural cheese’’ in order to maintain trans-
parency and consistency for consumers so 
that they may differentiate ‘‘natural cheese’’ 
from ‘‘process cheese’’. 

(2) The term ‘‘natural cheese’’ has been 
used within the cheese making industry for 
more than 50 years and is well-established. 
SEC. 3. DEFINITION OF NATURAL CHEESE. 

(a) DEFINITION.—Section 201 of the Federal 
Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act (21 U.S.C. 321) 
is amended by adding at the end the fol-
lowing: 

‘‘(ss)(1) The term ‘natural cheese’ means 
cheese that is a ripened or unripened soft, 
semi-soft, or hard product, which may be 
coated, that is produced— 

‘‘(A) by— 
‘‘(i) coagulating wholly or partly the pro-

tein of milk, skimmed milk, partly skimmed 
milk, cream, whey cream, or buttermilk, or 
any combination of such ingredients, 
through the action of rennet or other suit-
able coagulating agents, and by partially 
draining the whey resulting from the coagu-
lation, while respecting the principle that 
cheese-making results in a concentration of 
milk protein (in particular, the casein por-
tion), and that consequently, the protein 
content of the cheese will be distinctly high-
er than the protein level of the blend of the 
above milk materials from which the cheese 
was made; or 

‘‘(ii) processing techniques involving co-
agulation of the protein of milk or products 
obtained from milk to produce an end-prod-
uct with similar physical, chemical, and 
organoleptic characteristics as the product 
described in subclause (i); and 

‘‘(iii) including the addition of safe and 
suitable non-milk derived ingredients of the 
type permitted in the standards of identity 
described in clause (B) as natural cheese; or 

‘‘(B) in accordance with standards of iden-
tity under part 133 of title 21, Code of Fed-
eral Regulations (or any successor regula-
tions), other than the standards described in 

subparagraph (2) or any future standards 
adopted by the Secretary in accordance with 
subparagraph (2)(I). 

‘‘(2) Such term does not include— 
‘‘(A) pasteurized process cheeses as defined 

in section 133.169, 133.170, or 133.171 of title 21, 
Code of Federal Regulations (or any suc-
cessor regulations); 

‘‘(B) pasteurized process cheese foods as de-
fined in section 133.173 or 133.174 of title 21, 
Code of Federal Regulations (or any suc-
cessor regulations); 

‘‘(C) pasteurized cheese spreads as defined 
in section 133.175, 133.176, or 133.178 of title 21, 
Code of Federal Regulations (or any suc-
cessor regulations); 

‘‘(D) pasteurized process cheese spreads as 
defined in section 133.179 or 133.180 of title 21, 
Code of Federal Regulations (or any suc-
cessor regulations); 

‘‘(E) pasteurized blended cheeses as defined 
in section 133.167 or 133.168 of title 21, Code of 
Federal Regulations (or any successor regu-
lations); 

‘‘(F) any products comparable to any prod-
uct described in any of clauses (A) through 
(E); or 

‘‘(G) cold pack cheeses as defined in sec-
tion 133.123, 133.124, or 133.125 title 21, Code of 
Federal Regulations (or any successor regu-
lations) 

‘‘(H) grated American cheese food as de-
fined in section 133.147 of title 21, Code of 
Federal Regulations (or any successor regu-
lations); or 

‘‘(I) any other product the Secretary may 
designate as a process cheese. 

‘‘(3) For purposes of this paragraph, the 
term ‘milk’ has the meaning given such term 
in section 133.3 of title 21, Code of Federal 
Regulations (or any successor regulations) 
and includes the lacteal secretions from ani-
mals other than cows.’’. 

(b) LABELING.—Section 403 of the Federal 
Food Drug and Cosmetic Act (21 U.S.C. 343) 
is amended by adding at the end the fol-
lowing: 

‘‘(z) If its label or labeling includes the 
term ‘natural cheese’ as a factual descriptor 
of a category of cheese unless the food meets 
the definition of natural cheese under sec-
tion 201(ss), except that nothing in this para-
graph shall prohibit the use of the term ‘nat-
ural’ or ‘all-natural’, or a similar claim or 
statement with respect to a food in a manner 
that is consistent with regulations, guid-
ance, or policy statements issued by the Sec-
retary.’’. 

(c) NATIONAL UNIFORMITY.—Section 
403A(a)(2) of the Federal Food, Drug, and 
Cosmetic Act (21 U.S.C. 343–1(a)(2)) is amend-
ed by striking ‘‘or 403(w)’’ and inserting 
‘‘403(w), or 403(z)’’. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed 
for a third reading and was read the 
third time. 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
know of no further debate on the bill, 
as amended. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there 
further debate on the bill? 

Hearing none, the bill having been 
read the third time, the question is, 
Shall the bill pass? 

The bill (S. 2322), as amended, was 
passed. 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the mo-
tion to reconsider be considered made 
and laid upon the table. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

NATIONAL LAW ENFORCEMENT 
MUSEUM COMMEMORATIVE COIN 
ACT 
Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 

ask unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Banking, Housing, and 
Urban Affairs be discharged from fur-
ther consideration of S. 2863 and that 
the Senate proceed to its immediate 
consideration. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the bill by title. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

A bill (S. 2863) to require the Secretary of 
the Treasury to mint a coin in commemora-
tion of the opening of the National Law En-
forcement Museum in the District of Colum-
bia, and for other purposes. 

There being no objection, the com-
mittee was discharged, and the Senate 
proceeded to consider the bill. 

Mr. MCCONNELL. I ask unanimous 
consent that the bill be considered read 
a third time. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed 
for a third reading and was read the 
third time. 

Mr. MCCONNELL. I know of no fur-
ther debate on the bill. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there 
further debate? 

If there is no further debate, the bill 
having been read the third time, the 
question is, Shall the bill pass? 

The bill (S. 2863) was passed, as fol-
lows: 

S. 2863 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘National 
Law Enforcement Museum Commemorative 
Coin Act’’. 
SEC. 2. FINDINGS. 

The Congress finds the following: 
(1) In 2000, Congress passed and President 

William J. Clinton signed into law the Na-
tional Law Enforcement Museum Act (Pub-
lic Law 106–492), which authorized the Na-
tional Law Enforcement Officers Memorial 
Fund, Inc. to build the National Law En-
forcement Museum on Federal land in the 
District of Columbia to honor and com-
memorate the service and sacrifice of law en-
forcement officers in the United States. 

(2) In April 2016, construction began on the 
National Law Enforcement Museum in the 
District of Columbia across the street from 
the National Law Enforcement Officers Me-
morial in Judiciary Square. 

(3) The National Law Enforcement Mu-
seum will formally open in September of 
2018. 

(4) The National Law Enforcement Muse-
um’s mission is— 

(A) to honor and commemorate the ex-
traordinary service and sacrifice of Amer-
ica’s law enforcement officers; 

(B) to serve as an important bridge be-
tween law enforcement’s past and present, 
between the heroes of yesteryear and those 
who have followed in their footsteps, and be-
tween America’s peace officers and the pub-
lic they serve; and 

(C) increase public understanding and sup-
port for law enforcement and to promote law 
enforcement safety. 
SEC. 3. COIN SPECIFICATIONS. 

(a) DENOMINATIONS.—The Secretary of the 
Treasury (hereafter in this Act referred to as 
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