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or when it has been more than forty-eight
hours since a quorum was demonstrated. If
upon a roll call it shall be ascertained that
a quorum is not present, then the Senate
shall adjourn to a time previously decided by
order of the Senate or, if no such time has
been established, then to a time certain de-
termined by the Majority Leader, after con-
sultation with the Minority Leader.

“During a period of extended debate a mo-
tion to adjourn or recess shall not be in
order, unless made by the Majority Leader
(or his or her designee) or if the absence of a
quorum has been demonstrated. Notwith-
standing paragraph 1 of rule XIX, there shall
be no limit to the number of times a Senator
may speak upon any question during a pe-
riod of extended debate.

“If, during the course of extended debate,
the Presiding Officer puts any question to a
vote, the Majority Leader (or his or her des-
ignee) may postpone any such vote, which
shall occur at a time determined by the Ma-
jority Leader, after consultation with the
Minority Leader, but not later than the time
at which a quorum is next demonstrated.

“If at any time during a period of extended
debate no Senator seeks recognition, then
the Presiding Officer shall inquire as to
whether any Senator seeks recognition. If no
Senator seeks recognition, then the Pre-
siding Officer shall again put the question as
to bringing debate to a close (and the Major-
ity Leader or his or her designee may post-
pone such vote in accordance with the pre-
ceding paragraph), which shall be decided
without further debate or intervening mo-
tion. If that question shall be decided in the
affirmative by a majority of Senators voting,
a quorum being present, then cloture has
been invoked and the period of extended de-
bate has ended. If that question shall be de-
cided in the negative by a majority of Sen-
ators voting, a quorum being present, then
the period of extended debate has ended.

“If cloture is invoked, then the measure,
motion, other matter pending before the
Senate, or the unfinished business, in rela-
tion to which the motion to close debate was
offered, shall remain the unfinished business
to the exclusion of all other business until
disposed of.”.

————
SENATE RESOLUTION 726—AMEND-
ING RULE XXVIII OF THE

STANDING RULES OF THE SEN-
ATE TO PROVIDE FOR TIMELY
ESTABLISHMENT OF CON-
FERENCE COMMITTEES

Mr. MERKLEY submitted the fol-
lowing resolution; which was referred
to the Committee on Rules and Admin-
istration:

S. RES. 726

Resolved,

SECTION 1. MOTIONS TO GO TO CONFERENCE.

Rule XXVIII of the Standing Rules of the
Senate is amended by striking paragraph 2(b)
and inserting the following:

““(b) Consideration of a motion described in
subparagraph (a), including consideration of
any debatable motion or appeal in connec-
tion therewith, shall be limited to not more
than 2 hours.”.

——————

SENATE RESOLUTION 727—PRO-
VIDING FOR CONSIDERATION OF
CHANGES TO RULES FOR THE
PROCEEDINGS OF THE SENATE
Mr. MERKLEY submitted the fol-

lowing resolution; which was referred

to the Committee on Rules and Admin-
istration:
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S. RES. 727

Resolved,

SECTION 1. CONSIDERATION OF CHANGES TO
RULES FOR THE PROCEEDINGS OF
THE SENATE.

Rule V of the Standing Rules of the Senate
is amended—

(1) by redesignating paragraphs 1 and 2 as
paragraphs 5 and 6, respectively;

(2) by inserting before paragraph 5 (as re-
designated) the following:

‘“l.(a) At the beginning of a new Congress,
the first matters considered by the Senate
(other than a resolution described in sub-
paragraph (b)) shall be a resolution appoint-
ing majority and minority members of the
Committee on Rules and Administration of
the Senate and a resolution amending or
adopting rules for the proceedings of the
Senate. No other matter shall be in order,
except by unanimous consent, until the Sen-
ate has agreed to a resolution amending or
adopting rules for the proceedings of the
Senate.

““(b) A resolution described in this subpara-
graph is a resolution—

‘(1) informing the President that a quorum
of each House is assembled;

‘“(2) informing the House of Representa-
tives that a quorum of the Senate is assem-
bled;

‘(3) electing the President pro tempore of
the Senate and notifying the President and
the House of Representatives of such elec-
tion;

‘“(4) fixing the hour of the daily meeting of
the Senate;

‘() electing the Secretary of the Senate
and notifying the President and the House of
Representatives of such election;

‘(6) electing a Sergeant at Arms and Door-
keeper of the Senate and notifying the Presi-
dent and the House of Representatives of
such election; or

(7 electing Secretaries for the Majority
and Minority of the Senate.

‘2. At the beginning of a new Congress, and
until the Senate has agreed to a resolution
adopting or amending rules for the pro-
ceedings of the Senate, if the Committee on
Rules and Administration reports to the full
Senate a resolution amending or adopting
rules for the proceedings of the Senate, the
Senate shall immediately proceed to consid-
eration of the resolution.

‘3. On and after the third day of session of
the Senate, if the Committee on Rules has
not reported to the full Senate a resolution
amending or adopting rules for the pro-
ceedings of the Senate, it shall be in order
for any Senator to introduce and imme-
diately move to proceed to consider a resolu-
tion amending or adopting rules for the pro-
ceedings of the Senate. Consideration of such
a motion to proceed, including consideration
of any motions or appeals in connection
therewith, shall be limited to 2 hours.

‘4, On and after the third day of session of
the Senate during which a resolution amend-
ing or adopting rules for the proceedings of
the Senate is being considered, it shall be in
order for any Senator to move to end debate
on such resolution. Consideration of such
motion, including consideration of any mo-
tion or appeal in connection therewith, shall
be limited to 2 hours. If such motion is de-
cided in the affirmative, the Senate shall
proceed immediately to vote on the resolu-
tion adopting or amending rules for the pro-
ceedings of the Senate, as amended if such
resolution has been amended.”’; and

(3) in paragraph 5 (as redesignated), by
striking ‘““No motion’ and inserting ‘‘Other
than at the beginning of a new Congress, no
motion”.

December 13, 2018

SENATE RESOLUTION 728—AMEND-
ING RULE XXII OF THE STAND-
ING RULES OF THE SENATE TO
LIMIT DEBATE ON MOTIONS TO
PROCEED

Mr. MERKLEY submitted the fol-
lowing resolution; which was referred
to the Committee on Rules and Admin-
istration:

S. RES. 728

Resolved,

SECTION 1. LIMITING DEBATE ON MOTIONS TO
PROCEED UNDER RULE XXIIL

Rule XXII of the Standing Rules of the
Senate is amended by—

(1) redesignating paragraphs (2) and (3) as
paragraphs (3) and (4), respectively; and

(2) by inserting after paragraph (1) the fol-
lowing:

‘2. Other than a motion made during the
first 2 hours of a new legislative day, as de-
scribed in paragraph 2 of rule VIII, consider-
ation of a motion to proceed to the consider-
ation of any debatable matter, including
consideration of any debatable motion or ap-
peal in connection therewith, shall be lim-
ited to not more than 2 hours, to be divided
equally between the majority and the minor-
ity. This paragraph shall not apply to mo-
tions considered nondebatable by the Senate
pursuant to rule or precedent.”’.

———

SENATE RESOLUTION 729—AMEND-
ING RULE XV OF THE STANDING
RULES OF THE SENATE TO PRO-
VIDE FOR CONSIDERATION OF A
MINIMUM NUMBER OF AMEND-
MENTS

Mr. MERKLEY submitted the fol-
lowing resolution; which was referred
to the Committee on Rules and Admin-
istration:

S. RES. 729

Resolved,

SECTION 1. GUARANTEED AMENDMENTS.

Rule XV of the Standing Rules of the Sen-
ate is amended by adding at the end the fol-
lowing:

“6.(a) During the consideration of any bill,
resolution, or other amendable matter, it
shall be in order for the Senate to consider
not less than 5 amendments offered by mem-
bers of the majority and not less than 5
amendments offered by members of the mi-
nority. If a motion to invoke cloture under
the provisions of rule XXII is presented to
the Senate, and fewer than the 5 amend-
ments guaranteed to each of the minority
and the majority under this paragraph have
been considered, then, notwithstanding the
status of any pending amendments, it shall
be in order for as many members of the ma-
jority as appropriate, and as many members
of the minority as appropriate, to offer 1
amendment each, in alternating order, until
in total 5 amendments offered by members of
the majority and 5 amendments offered by
members of the minority have been consid-
ered.

“‘(b) Amendments offered under this para-
graph may only pertain to matter encom-
passed by the title of the bill, resolution, or
other matter, except that 1 amendment of-
fered by a member of the majority and 1
amendment offered by a member of the mi-
nority may be exempted from this require-
ment. An amendment exempted from this re-
quirement shall only be agreed to upon an
affirmative vote of three-fifths of Senators
duly chosen and sworn.

‘“‘(c) The majority leader and minority
leader may, by mutual agreement, call up
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