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it was signed into law with the Presi-
dent without a lot of fanfare, but it is 
going to make a big difference in terms 
of helping our country and helping not 
just our image around the world but 
ensuring we are helping to bring other 
countries out of poverty by using U.S. 
market forces that work. It helps bring 
U.S. private sector investment to low- 
income countries around the world to 
reduce poverty, to grow investment. 
This is important in any context but 
certainly today with one of our com-
petitors, China, trying to do the same 
thing. They are using another tactic— 
not the private sector but the public 
sector. It is a perfect example of the 
kind of impact BOB CORKER has had on 
this body. 

He has built up international rela-
tionships and has bolstered our na-
tional security all at once. It was a 
pleasure working with him, and I wish 
him all the best. 

He is a restless guy, so he is going to 
end up doing something else very cre-
ative with his life, I am sure, and I 
know he will enjoy spending more time 
with his wife, Elizabeth, of 30 years and 
their two daughters and grandchildren, 
but I am eager to see what BOB is going 
to do next. I know we will be hearing 
from him because his thirst for public 
service and helping others is just too 
great. 

So to BOB CORKER, congratulations 
on a career of public service, and I hope 
you enjoy the next exciting chapter of 
your life. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. KEN-

NEDY). The Senator from Louisiana. 
TRIBUTE TO CHARLES DAVIS AND DOUG CURTIS 
Mr. CASSIDY. Mr. President, I rise 

to honor two people from my State and 
yours who served in World War II and 
are being celebrated in Northwest Lou-
isiana—Charles Davis and Doug Curtis. 
Both are 92 years old. 

Mr. Davis celebrates his 93rd birth-
day in 2 days, and so on the behalf of 
the Presiding Officer and certainly on 
my behalf, I wish him a happy birth-
day. 

These American heroes are part of 
the ‘‘greatest generation.’’ 

Mr. Davis joined the Navy when he 
was 16 years old, just after Pearl Har-
bor was bombed in 1941. Imagine that— 
16 years old, leaving home, volun-
teering to face a world of danger to de-
fend our country. 

He bravely served 6 years at Iwo 
Jima, Okinawa, Guadalcanal, Solomon 
Islands, Cape Esperance, and more. His 
courage was tested on numerous occa-
sions. One example was when the ship 
on which he served was destroyed, leav-
ing him and his fellow crew members 
stranded in the middle of the ocean, 
with only life vests to keep them alive 
for 37 hours. Charles said he spent a lot 
of time talking to God during those 
painful hours—particularly painful be-
cause his brother, serving on the same 
ship, did not live. Such a trying ordeal, 
a terrible loss. 

When Charles talks about his life, he 
speaks with humility and gratitude 

about his life experiences. He says he 
lived a great life, in no small part due 
to the great country we live in. 

Asked how he remains always so 
positive, he says: Every morning, you 
can decide to have a good day or a bad 
day, and for him, he says, it is not a 
tough choice. 

Mr. Doug Curtis served from January 
1944 to August 1946, starting in Little 
Rock, AR. He deployed overseas to the 
Philippines and Japan, prepared to do 
whatever was needed, pledging patri-
otic duty to protect our country and 
the people he loved. 

A special celebration is being thrown 
on December 14, tomorrow in Many, 
LA, to honor Charles and Doug. My of-
fice will present them both with Amer-
ican flags which have flown over this 
Capitol Building. It is a small gesture 
but meant to honor these two men and 
to celebrate their service and sacrifice. 

I thank these great Louisiana heroes 
for their service to our country, and, 
Mr. President, I will convey your 
thanks as well. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Oklahoma. 
f 

STIGLER ACT AMENDMENTS OF 
2017 

Mr. LANKFORD. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Senate 
proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of Calendar No. 698, H.R. 2606. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the bill by title. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

A bill (H.R. 2606) to amend the Act of Au-
gust 4, 1947 (commonly known as the Stigler 
Act), with respect to restrictions applicable 
to Indians of the Five Civilized Tribes of 
Oklahoma, and for other purposes. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the bill, which 
had been reported from the Committee 
on Indian Affairs. 

Mr. LANKFORD. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Lankford 
amendment at the desk be agreed to, 
and the bill, as amended, be considered 
read a third time and passed, and the 
motion to reconsider be considered 
made and laid upon the table with no 
intervening action or debate. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The Lankford amendment (No. 4110) 
was agreed to as follows: 

(Purpose: To clarify certain provisions) 
On page 3, line 9, strike ‘‘, as of said date,’’ 

and insert ‘‘, as of the date of enactment of 
the Stigler Act Amendments of 2018,’’. 

At the end of the bill, add the following: 
SEC. 5. RULE OF CONSTRUCTION PROVIDING FOR 

NO RETROACTIVITY. 
Nothing in this Act, or the amendments 

made by this Act, shall be construed to re-
vise or extend the restricted status of any 
lands under the Act of August 4, 1947 (61 
Stat. 731, chapter 458) that lost restricted 
status under such Act before the date of en-
actment of this Act. 

The amendment was ordered to be 
engrossed and the bill to be read a 
third time. 

The bill was read the third time. 
The bill (H.R. 2606), as amended, was 

passed. 
f 

LEECH LAKE BAND OF OJIBWE 
RESERVATION RESTORATION ACT 
Mr. LANKFORD. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the Senate 
proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of Calendar No. 685, S. 2599. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the bill by title. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

A bill (S. 2599) to provide for the transfer of 
certain Federal land in the State of Min-
nesota for the benefit of the Leech Lake 
Band of Ojibwe. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the bill, which 
had been reported from the Committee 
on Indian Affairs, with amendments, as 
follows: 

(The parts of the bill intended to be 
stricken are shown in boldface brack-
ets and the parts of the bill intended to 
be inserted are shown in italics.) 

S. 2599 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Leech Lake 
Band of Ojibwe Reservation Restoration 
Act’’. 
SEC. 2. LEECH LAKE BAND OF OJIBWE RESERVA-

TION RESTORATION. 
(a) FINDINGS.—Congress finds that— 
(1) the Federal land described in subsection 

(b)(1) was taken from members of the Leech 
Lake Band of Ojibwe during a period— 

(A) beginning in 1948; 
(B) during which the Bureau of Indian Af-

fairs incorrectly interpreted an order of the 
Secretary of the Interior to mean that the 
Department of the Interior had the author-
ity to sell tribal allotments without the con-
sent of a majority of the rightful land-
owners; and 

(C) ending in 1959, when the Secretary of 
the Interior was— 

(i) advised that sales described in subpara-
graph (B) were illegal; and 

(ii) ordered to cease conducting those 
sales; 

(2) as a result of the Federal land described 
in subsection (b)(1) being taken from mem-
bers of the Leech Lake Band of Ojibwe, the 
Leech Lake Band of Ojibwe hold the smallest 
percentage of its original reservation lands 
of any Ojibwe bands in Minnesota; 

ø2¿(3)(A) the applicable statute of limita-
tions prohibits individuals from pursuing 
through litigation the return of the land 
taken as described in paragraph (1); but 

(B) a Federal judge ruled that the land 
could be restored to the affected individuals 
through the legislative process; 

ø3¿(4) a comprehensive review of the Fed-
eral land demonstrated that— 

(A) øa large portion of the Federal land is 
overloaded with¿ a portion of the Federal land 
is encumbered by— 

(i) utility easements; 
(ii) rights-of-way for roads; and 
(iii) flowage and reservoir rights; and 
(B) there are no known cabins, camp-

grounds, lodges, or resorts located on any 
portion of the Federal land; and 

ø4¿(5) on reacquisition by the Tribe of the 
Federal land, the Tribe— 

(A) has pledged to respect the easements, 
rights-of-way, and other rights described in 
paragraph ø3¿ (4)(A); and 
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