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it was signed into law with the Presi-
dent without a lot of fanfare, but it is 
going to make a big difference in terms 
of helping our country and helping not 
just our image around the world but 
ensuring we are helping to bring other 
countries out of poverty by using U.S. 
market forces that work. It helps bring 
U.S. private sector investment to low- 
income countries around the world to 
reduce poverty, to grow investment. 
This is important in any context but 
certainly today with one of our com-
petitors, China, trying to do the same 
thing. They are using another tactic— 
not the private sector but the public 
sector. It is a perfect example of the 
kind of impact BOB CORKER has had on 
this body. 

He has built up international rela-
tionships and has bolstered our na-
tional security all at once. It was a 
pleasure working with him, and I wish 
him all the best. 

He is a restless guy, so he is going to 
end up doing something else very cre-
ative with his life, I am sure, and I 
know he will enjoy spending more time 
with his wife, Elizabeth, of 30 years and 
their two daughters and grandchildren, 
but I am eager to see what BOB is going 
to do next. I know we will be hearing 
from him because his thirst for public 
service and helping others is just too 
great. 

So to BOB CORKER, congratulations 
on a career of public service, and I hope 
you enjoy the next exciting chapter of 
your life. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. KEN-

NEDY). The Senator from Louisiana. 
TRIBUTE TO CHARLES DAVIS AND DOUG CURTIS 
Mr. CASSIDY. Mr. President, I rise 

to honor two people from my State and 
yours who served in World War II and 
are being celebrated in Northwest Lou-
isiana—Charles Davis and Doug Curtis. 
Both are 92 years old. 

Mr. Davis celebrates his 93rd birth-
day in 2 days, and so on the behalf of 
the Presiding Officer and certainly on 
my behalf, I wish him a happy birth-
day. 

These American heroes are part of 
the ‘‘greatest generation.’’ 

Mr. Davis joined the Navy when he 
was 16 years old, just after Pearl Har-
bor was bombed in 1941. Imagine that— 
16 years old, leaving home, volun-
teering to face a world of danger to de-
fend our country. 

He bravely served 6 years at Iwo 
Jima, Okinawa, Guadalcanal, Solomon 
Islands, Cape Esperance, and more. His 
courage was tested on numerous occa-
sions. One example was when the ship 
on which he served was destroyed, leav-
ing him and his fellow crew members 
stranded in the middle of the ocean, 
with only life vests to keep them alive 
for 37 hours. Charles said he spent a lot 
of time talking to God during those 
painful hours—particularly painful be-
cause his brother, serving on the same 
ship, did not live. Such a trying ordeal, 
a terrible loss. 

When Charles talks about his life, he 
speaks with humility and gratitude 

about his life experiences. He says he 
lived a great life, in no small part due 
to the great country we live in. 

Asked how he remains always so 
positive, he says: Every morning, you 
can decide to have a good day or a bad 
day, and for him, he says, it is not a 
tough choice. 

Mr. Doug Curtis served from January 
1944 to August 1946, starting in Little 
Rock, AR. He deployed overseas to the 
Philippines and Japan, prepared to do 
whatever was needed, pledging patri-
otic duty to protect our country and 
the people he loved. 

A special celebration is being thrown 
on December 14, tomorrow in Many, 
LA, to honor Charles and Doug. My of-
fice will present them both with Amer-
ican flags which have flown over this 
Capitol Building. It is a small gesture 
but meant to honor these two men and 
to celebrate their service and sacrifice. 

I thank these great Louisiana heroes 
for their service to our country, and, 
Mr. President, I will convey your 
thanks as well. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Oklahoma. 
f 

STIGLER ACT AMENDMENTS OF 
2017 

Mr. LANKFORD. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Senate 
proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of Calendar No. 698, H.R. 2606. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the bill by title. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

A bill (H.R. 2606) to amend the Act of Au-
gust 4, 1947 (commonly known as the Stigler 
Act), with respect to restrictions applicable 
to Indians of the Five Civilized Tribes of 
Oklahoma, and for other purposes. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the bill, which 
had been reported from the Committee 
on Indian Affairs. 

Mr. LANKFORD. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Lankford 
amendment at the desk be agreed to, 
and the bill, as amended, be considered 
read a third time and passed, and the 
motion to reconsider be considered 
made and laid upon the table with no 
intervening action or debate. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The Lankford amendment (No. 4110) 
was agreed to as follows: 

(Purpose: To clarify certain provisions) 
On page 3, line 9, strike ‘‘, as of said date,’’ 

and insert ‘‘, as of the date of enactment of 
the Stigler Act Amendments of 2018,’’. 

At the end of the bill, add the following: 
SEC. 5. RULE OF CONSTRUCTION PROVIDING FOR 

NO RETROACTIVITY. 
Nothing in this Act, or the amendments 

made by this Act, shall be construed to re-
vise or extend the restricted status of any 
lands under the Act of August 4, 1947 (61 
Stat. 731, chapter 458) that lost restricted 
status under such Act before the date of en-
actment of this Act. 

The amendment was ordered to be 
engrossed and the bill to be read a 
third time. 

The bill was read the third time. 
The bill (H.R. 2606), as amended, was 

passed. 
f 

LEECH LAKE BAND OF OJIBWE 
RESERVATION RESTORATION ACT 
Mr. LANKFORD. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the Senate 
proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of Calendar No. 685, S. 2599. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the bill by title. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

A bill (S. 2599) to provide for the transfer of 
certain Federal land in the State of Min-
nesota for the benefit of the Leech Lake 
Band of Ojibwe. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the bill, which 
had been reported from the Committee 
on Indian Affairs, with amendments, as 
follows: 

(The parts of the bill intended to be 
stricken are shown in boldface brack-
ets and the parts of the bill intended to 
be inserted are shown in italics.) 

S. 2599 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Leech Lake 
Band of Ojibwe Reservation Restoration 
Act’’. 
SEC. 2. LEECH LAKE BAND OF OJIBWE RESERVA-

TION RESTORATION. 
(a) FINDINGS.—Congress finds that— 
(1) the Federal land described in subsection 

(b)(1) was taken from members of the Leech 
Lake Band of Ojibwe during a period— 

(A) beginning in 1948; 
(B) during which the Bureau of Indian Af-

fairs incorrectly interpreted an order of the 
Secretary of the Interior to mean that the 
Department of the Interior had the author-
ity to sell tribal allotments without the con-
sent of a majority of the rightful land-
owners; and 

(C) ending in 1959, when the Secretary of 
the Interior was— 

(i) advised that sales described in subpara-
graph (B) were illegal; and 

(ii) ordered to cease conducting those 
sales; 

(2) as a result of the Federal land described 
in subsection (b)(1) being taken from mem-
bers of the Leech Lake Band of Ojibwe, the 
Leech Lake Band of Ojibwe hold the smallest 
percentage of its original reservation lands 
of any Ojibwe bands in Minnesota; 

ø2¿(3)(A) the applicable statute of limita-
tions prohibits individuals from pursuing 
through litigation the return of the land 
taken as described in paragraph (1); but 

(B) a Federal judge ruled that the land 
could be restored to the affected individuals 
through the legislative process; 

ø3¿(4) a comprehensive review of the Fed-
eral land demonstrated that— 

(A) øa large portion of the Federal land is 
overloaded with¿ a portion of the Federal land 
is encumbered by— 

(i) utility easements; 
(ii) rights-of-way for roads; and 
(iii) flowage and reservoir rights; and 
(B) there are no known cabins, camp-

grounds, lodges, or resorts located on any 
portion of the Federal land; and 

ø4¿(5) on reacquisition by the Tribe of the 
Federal land, the Tribe— 

(A) has pledged to respect the easements, 
rights-of-way, and other rights described in 
paragraph ø3¿ (4)(A); and 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 04:40 Dec 14, 2018 Jkt 089060 PO 00000 Frm 00046 Fmt 4624 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\G13DE6.061 S13DEPT1S
S

pe
nc

er
 o

n 
D

S
K

B
B

X
C

H
B

2P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 S
E

N
A

T
E



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE S7577 December 13, 2018 
(B)(i) does not intend immediately to mod-

ify the use of the Federal land; but 
(ii) will keep the Federal land in tax-ex-

empt fee status as part of the Chippewa Na-
tional Forest until the Tribe develops a plan 
that allows for a gradual subdivision of some 
tracts for economic and residential develop-
ment by the Tribe. 

(b) DEFINITIONS.—In this section: 
(1) FEDERAL LAND.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—The term ‘‘Federal land’’ 

means the approximately 11,760 acres of Fed-
eral land located in the Chippewa National 
Forest in Cass County, Minnesota, the 
boundaries of which shall be depicted on the 
map, and described in the legal description, 
submitted under subsection (d)(1)(B). 

(B) INCLUSIONS.—The term ‘‘Federal land’’ 
includes— 

(i) any improvement located on the Fed-
eral land described in subparagraph (A); and 

(ii) any appurtenance to the Federal land. 
(2) SECRETARY.—The term ‘‘Secretary’’ 

means the Secretary of Agriculture. 
(3) TRIBE.—The term ‘‘Tribe’’ means the 

Leech Lake Band of Ojibwe. 
(c) TRANSFER TO RESERVATION.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Subject to valid existing 

rights and paragraph (2), the Secretary shall 
transfer to the administrative jurisdiction of 
the Secretary of the Interior all right, title, 
and interest of the United States in and to 
the Federal land. 

(2) TREATMENT.—Effective immediately on 
the transfer under paragraph (1), the Federal 
land shall be— 

(A) held in trust by the United States for 
the benefit of the Tribe; and 

(B) considered to be a part of the reserva-
tion of the Tribe. 

(d) SURVEY, MAP, AND LEGAL DESCRIP-
TION.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall— 
(A) not later than 180 days after the date of 

enactment of this Act, complete a plan of 
survey to establish the boundaries of the 
Federal land; and 

(B) as soon as practicable after the date of 
enactment of this Act, submit a map and 
legal description of the Federal land to— 

(i) the Committee on Natural Resources of 
the House of Representatives; and 

(ii) the Committee on Indian Affairs of the 
Senate. 

(2) FORCE AND EFFECT.—The map and legal 
description submitted under paragraph (1)(B) 
shall have the same force and effect as if in-
cluded in this Act, except that the Secretary 
may correct any clerical or typographical 
error in the map or legal description. 

(3) PUBLIC AVAILABILITY.—The map and 
legal description submitted under paragraph 
(1)(B) shall be on file and available for public 
inspection in the office of the Secretary. 

(e) ADMINISTRATION.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Except as otherwise ex-

pressly provided in this section, nothing in 
this section affects any right or claim of the 
Tribe, as in existence on the date of enact-
ment of this Act, to any land or interest in 
land. 

(2) PROHIBITIONS.— 
(A) EXPORTS OF UNPROCESSED LOGS.—Fed-

eral law (including regulations) relating to 
the export of unprocessed logs harvested 
from Federal land shall apply to any unproc-
essed logs that are harvested from the Fed-
eral land. 

(B) NON-PERMISSIBLE USE OF LAND.—The 
Federal land shall not be eligible or used for 
any gaming activity carried out under the 
Indian Gaming Regulatory Act (25 U.S.C. 
2701 et seq.). 

(3) FOREST MANAGEMENT.—Any commercial 
forestry activity carried out on the Federal 
land shall be managed in accordance with ap-
plicable Federal law. 

Mr. LANKFORD. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the com-
mittee-reported amendments be agreed 
to, and the bill, as amended, be consid-
ered read a third time. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The committee-reported amendments 
were agreed to. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed 
for a third reading and was read the 
third time. 

Mr. LANKFORD. Mr. President, I 
know of no other debate on the bill, as 
amended. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there 
further debate on the bill? 

Hearing none, the question is, Shall 
the bill pass? 

The bill (S. 2599), as amended, was 
passed as follows: 

S. 2599 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Leech Lake 
Band of Ojibwe Reservation Restoration 
Act’’. 
SEC. 2. LEECH LAKE BAND OF OJIBWE RESERVA-

TION RESTORATION. 
(a) FINDINGS.—Congress finds that— 
(1) the Federal land described in subsection 

(b)(1) was taken from members of the Leech 
Lake Band of Ojibwe during a period— 

(A) beginning in 1948; 
(B) during which the Bureau of Indian Af-

fairs incorrectly interpreted an order of the 
Secretary of the Interior to mean that the 
Department of the Interior had the author-
ity to sell tribal allotments without the con-
sent of a majority of the rightful land-
owners; and 

(C) ending in 1959, when the Secretary of 
the Interior was— 

(i) advised that sales described in subpara-
graph (B) were illegal; and 

(ii) ordered to cease conducting those 
sales; 

(2) as a result of the Federal land described 
in subsection (b)(1) being taken from mem-
bers of the Leech Lake Band of Ojibwe, the 
Leech Lake Band of Ojibwe hold the smallest 
percentage of its original reservation lands 
of any Ojibwe bands in Minnesota; 

(3)(A) the applicable statute of limitations 
prohibits individuals from pursuing through 
litigation the return of the land taken as de-
scribed in paragraph (1); but 

(B) a Federal judge ruled that the land 
could be restored to the affected individuals 
through the legislative process; 

(4) a comprehensive review of the Federal 
land demonstrated that— 

(A) a portion of the Federal land is encum-
bered by— 

(i) utility easements; 
(ii) rights-of-way for roads; and 
(iii) flowage and reservoir rights; and 
(B) there are no known cabins, camp-

grounds, lodges, or resorts located on any 
portion of the Federal land; and 

(5) on reacquisition by the Tribe of the 
Federal land, the Tribe— 

(A) has pledged to respect the easements, 
rights-of-way, and other rights described in 
paragraph (4)(A); and 

(B)(i) does not intend immediately to mod-
ify the use of the Federal land; but 

(ii) will keep the Federal land in tax-ex-
empt fee status as part of the Chippewa Na-
tional Forest until the Tribe develops a plan 
that allows for a gradual subdivision of some 
tracts for economic and residential develop-
ment by the Tribe. 

(b) DEFINITIONS.—In this section: 
(1) FEDERAL LAND.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—The term ‘‘Federal land’’ 

means the approximately 11,760 acres of Fed-
eral land located in the Chippewa National 
Forest in Cass County, Minnesota, the 
boundaries of which shall be depicted on the 
map, and described in the legal description, 
submitted under subsection (d)(1)(B). 

(B) INCLUSIONS.—The term ‘‘Federal land’’ 
includes— 

(i) any improvement located on the Fed-
eral land described in subparagraph (A); and 

(ii) any appurtenance to the Federal land. 
(2) SECRETARY.—The term ‘‘Secretary’’ 

means the Secretary of Agriculture. 
(3) TRIBE.—The term ‘‘Tribe’’ means the 

Leech Lake Band of Ojibwe. 

(c) TRANSFER TO RESERVATION.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Subject to valid existing 

rights and paragraph (2), the Secretary shall 
transfer to the administrative jurisdiction of 
the Secretary of the Interior all right, title, 
and interest of the United States in and to 
the Federal land. 

(2) TREATMENT.—Effective immediately on 
the transfer under paragraph (1), the Federal 
land shall be— 

(A) held in trust by the United States for 
the benefit of the Tribe; and 

(B) considered to be a part of the reserva-
tion of the Tribe. 

(d) SURVEY, MAP, AND LEGAL DESCRIP-
TION.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall— 
(A) not later than 180 days after the date of 

enactment of this Act, complete a plan of 
survey to establish the boundaries of the 
Federal land; and 

(B) as soon as practicable after the date of 
enactment of this Act, submit a map and 
legal description of the Federal land to— 

(i) the Committee on Natural Resources of 
the House of Representatives; and 

(ii) the Committee on Indian Affairs of the 
Senate. 

(2) FORCE AND EFFECT.—The map and legal 
description submitted under paragraph (1)(B) 
shall have the same force and effect as if in-
cluded in this Act, except that the Secretary 
may correct any clerical or typographical 
error in the map or legal description. 

(3) PUBLIC AVAILABILITY.—The map and 
legal description submitted under paragraph 
(1)(B) shall be on file and available for public 
inspection in the office of the Secretary. 

(e) ADMINISTRATION.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Except as otherwise ex-

pressly provided in this section, nothing in 
this section affects any right or claim of the 
Tribe, as in existence on the date of enact-
ment of this Act, to any land or interest in 
land. 

(2) PROHIBITIONS.— 
(A) EXPORTS OF UNPROCESSED LOGS.—Fed-

eral law (including regulations) relating to 
the export of unprocessed logs harvested 
from Federal land shall apply to any unproc-
essed logs that are harvested from the Fed-
eral land. 

(B) NON-PERMISSIBLE USE OF LAND.—The 
Federal land shall not be eligible or used for 
any gaming activity carried out under the 
Indian Gaming Regulatory Act (25 U.S.C. 
2701 et seq.). 

(3) FOREST MANAGEMENT.—Any commercial 
forestry activity carried out on the Federal 
land shall be managed in accordance with ap-
plicable Federal law. 

Mr. LANKFORD. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the motion to 
reconsider be considered made and laid 
upon the table. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 
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GILA RIVER INDIAN COMMUNITY 

FEDERAL RIGHTS-OF-WAY, EASE-
MENTS AND BOUNDARY CLARI-
FICATION ACT 

Mr. LANKFORD. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Senate 
proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of Calendar No. 699, H.R. 4032. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the bill by title. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

A bill (H.R. 4032) to confirm undocumented 
Federal rights-of-way or easements on the 
Gila River Indian Reservation, clarify the 
northern boundary of the Gila River Indian 
Community’s Reservation, to take certain 
land located in Maricopa County and Pinal 
County, Arizona, into trust for the benefit of 
the Gila River Indian Community, and for 
other purposes. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the bill. 

Mr. LANKFORD. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the bill be 
considered read a third time. 

Mr. KENNEDY. Without objection, it 
is so ordered. 

The bill was ordered to a third read-
ing and was read the third time. 

Mr. LANKFORD. I know of no fur-
ther debate on the bill. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there 
further debate? 

Hearing none, the bill having been 
read the third time, the question is, 
Shall the bill pass? 

The bill (H.R. 4032) was passed. 
Mr. LANKFORD. I ask unanimous 

consent that the motion to reconsider 
be considered made and laid upon the 
table. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

COMMEMORATING THE 40TH ANNI-
VERSARY OF THE INDIAN CHILD 
WELFARE ACT OF 1978 

Mr. LANKFORD. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Indian Af-
fairs Committee be discharged from 
further consideration and that the Sen-
ate now proceed to S. Res. 707. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the resolution by 
title. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

A resolution (S. Res. 707) commemorating 
the 40th Anniversary of the Indian Child 
Welfare Act of 1978. 

There being no objection, the com-
mittee was discharged, and the Senate 
proceeded to consider the resolution. 

Mr. LANKFORD. I know of no fur-
ther debate on the measure. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. If there 
is no further debate, the question is on 
agreeing to the resolution. 

The resolution (S. Res. 707) was 
agreed to. 

Mr. LANKFORD. I ask unanimous 
consent that the preamble be agreed to 
and that the motions to reconsider be 
considered made and laid upon the 
table with no intervening action or de-
bate. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The preamble was agreed to. 
(The resolution, with its preamble, is 

printed in the RECORD of November 27, 
2018, under ‘‘Submitted Resolutions.’’) 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Indiana. 

REMEMBERING FRED M. FEHSENFELD 
Mr. YOUNG. Mr. President, I rise in 

memory of Fred M. Fehsenfeld, a Hoo-
sier, an innovator, a philanthropist, 
and a true American hero. 

Fred was born in Indianapolis in 1924, 
and he graduated from Shortridge High 
School. As a sophomore at Purdue Uni-
versity in 1942, he left school to enlist 
in the U.S. Army Air Corps. Fred flew 
89 missions in Europe with the 354th 
Pioneer Mustang Fighter Group. He 
was awarded the Air Medal with three 
silver clusters and a Silver Star. He 
also led the 353rd fighter squadron on 
the last official flight in the European 
theatre, where he barrel-rolled over an 
Austrian POW camp to signal that the 
war in Europe was over. 

After the war, Fred returned to Indi-
ana and married Midge, his college 
sweetheart. He graduated from Purdue 
in 1948. The couple had seven children. 
He was married to Midge for 57 years 
before she passed. In 2003, he married 
Barbara, his lovely second wife. 

Upon entering the workforce, Fred 
was operating Crystal Flash Petro-
leum, which owned gas stations around 
the State of Indiana, when he decided 
he needed a new adventure. So, in 1960, 
Fred went to the library and taught 
himself how to manufacture asphalt. 
His companies literally began paving 
what we in Indiana call the Crossroads 
of America. 

Over the years, Fred gave his com-
pany his all. He grew The Heritage 
Group to more than 6,500 employees 
worldwide, and he tackled real-world 
problems along the way. In fact, Fred 
is credited with creating and pro-
moting separate lanes for cars and 
trucks to save lives, reduce pollution, 
and alleviate congestion. His compa-
nies detoxified waste from circuit 
boards and solved environmental prob-
lems facing the steel industry. 

Fred asked that his tombstone sim-
ply read ‘‘I tried.’’ I am here to report 
that Fred Fehsenfeld did far more than 
try—he succeeded. Fred’s forward- 
thinking leadership has truly made 
America a cleaner, safer, and more 
prosperous nation. For that, I recog-
nize him today. 

Fred will be dearly missed by all who 
loved him and all who came to know 
him. He was a great Hoosier and a 
great American. 

I yield the floor. 
I suggest the absence of a quorum. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will call the roll. 
The legislative clerk proceeded to 

call the roll. 
Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 

ask unanimous consent that the order 
for the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

MORNING BUSINESS 
Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 

ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate be in a period of morning business, 
with Senators permitted to speak 
therein for up to 10 minutes each. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

S.J. RES. 54 
Mr. VAN HOLLEN. Mr. President, 

the United States must fundamentally 
reshape our relationship with Saudi 
Arabia. Whether it is the catastrophic 
war in Yemen or the brutal murder of 
a U.S. resident, Saudi leaders believe 
they can behave recklessly and crimi-
nally without any consequences. We 
simply cannot continue business as 
usual with the Kingdom, specifically 
with Crown Prince Mohammad bin 
Salman. 

President Trump has enabled Crown 
Prince Mohammad bin Salman’s most 
egregious behavior. After our intel-
ligence community assessed that the 
Crown Prince was implicated in the 
murder of U.S. resident Jamal 
Khashoggi, Trump responded, ‘‘it could 
very well be that the Crown Prince had 
knowledge of this tragic event—maybe 
he did and maybe he didn’t!’’ Once 
again, the President has chosen to 
trust the word of a brutal autocrat 
above that of his own intelligence com-
munity. Once again, Trump has cast 
aside our Nation’s values. 

Even more tragically, the dev-
astating and brutal war in Yemen 
rages on, pitting the reckless Crown 
Prince against the Houthis. The Crown 
Prince’s actions have driven the 
Houthis even farther into the hands of 
their Iranian backers and, inadvert-
ently, strengthened Tehran’s position. 
The result is the world’s worst humani-
tarian catastrophe. Tens of thousands 
of civilians have been killed. More than 
8 million Yemenis are on the brink of 
starvation. The worst cholera outbreak 
in modern history has afflicted over 1 
million people, including over 600,000 
children. Millions more are displaced 
from their homes. As the years wear 
on, and with no end in sight, the cycle 
of desperation, destruction, and death 
continues unabated. 

Though the administration recently 
suspended aerial refueling for the 
Saudi-led coalition, it claims that mu-
nitions sales and targeting assistance 
provide leverage in the conflict; yet 
President Trump seems unable and in-
deed unwilling to use this leverage to 
place meaningful restraints on the 
Saudi attacks in Yemen. 

So we must ask ourselves these ques-
tions: Why is the United States 
complicit in this endless war? Why is 
the President providing cover for the 
Saudi Crown Prince, at all costs? Fi-
nally, what must we do to reset this re-
lationship? 

I believe there are two clear, near- 
term actions we must take to answer 
these questions and reshape our rela-
tionship with Saudi Arabia. 
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