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being a second-rate economic power, a
second-rate military power and, frank-
ly, a second-rate moral authority as we
become the first generation in Amer-
ica’s history to leave the next genera-
tion with a lower standard of living.

It is beyond time for both a spending
limit amendment to the United States
Constitution and fundamental reforms
of our current entitlement programs
for future generations. It is not too
late to take America off the road to na-
tional bankruptcy.

Now, Mr. Speaker, I have spent the
last few minutes speaking about my
fears, but please know I have far, far
more hope than I have fear as I come to
the House floor for the last time to
give a speech.

Most Americans, as I observe, are en-
joying the greatest economy in their
lifetimes. Oh, what a difference that
has made in the lives of millions of
Americans and, indeed, to borrow a
phrase from the past: ‘It is morning in
America again.”

Opportunity abounds like few periods
in our Nation’s history. And our mili-
tary might that had been hollowed out
in the last presidential administration
is being rebuilt and it is respected and
feared around the globe again.

As we look at our Nation’s history,
we cannot but conclude that we live in
a time of relative peace, relative secu-
rity, and we should always, always be
grateful.

But the main reason I come to this
floor tonight, so hopeful, so hopeful for
the future, is because of the people I
have met in the Fifth District of Texas
that I have had this privilege to rep-
resent. I have met great entrepreneurs,
like Sam Bistrian of Lake Highlands.
He immigrated to this country as a 12-
year-old boy from Romania. He didn’t
even speak the language.

A few years later, he managed to get
a job at one of the local retailers,
Neiman Marcus. He got a job starting
at the bottom; I think it was stocking
shelves. And with hard work and vi-
sion, he ended up one day launching his
own line of designer rain boots called
Roma, and now he heads up a multi-
million dollar enterprise. And oh, by
the way, he gives his boots away to
poor people all over the world.

Another entrepreneur I met is Rick
Carmona from Terrell, Texas. As a kid,
he used to visit a local Tex-Mex res-
taurant and, after going there a few
times he said, you know what? My
mom cooks better food than this.

So after saving his money from a
number of jobs, he finally took the
great leap. He invested his money; took
out a small loan; started his own res-
taurant.

He seated the customers; he bussed
the tables. His mom did the cooking.
His office consisted of a back table and
a pencil behind his ear. And a couple of
decades later, he runs one the most
successful restaurants in the entire
county because of his entrepreneurial
vision.

I also have hope because I met great
patriots, patriots like Doc Collins from
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Van Zandt County, who is a real con-
servative leader from that county.

Unfortunately, Mr. Speaker, he has
bone cancer that he continues to bat-
tle. But during a recent election, he
got chemotherapy in the morning for
his bone cancer, and he was working
the polling places in the afternoon be-
cause he felt that strongly about his
cause and his country.

Then, Mr. Speaker, there is Howard
Banks of Kaufman, Texas. I wish every-
body could meet this wonderful pa-
triot. He is legally blind. He is a World
War II veteran. He flies Old Glory
every day. Every day.

One day, some no-account vandal de-
cided he would take Mr. Banks’ flag,
and Mr. Banks fought him. He fought
him. He is age 92 and he still decided
that he would fight for and he was will-
ing to die for his American flag and the
country it represents.

These patriots inspire me, Mr. Speak-
er.

And then there are the social entre-
preneurs that I have met in the Fifth
District of Texas; people like Morgan
Jones of Athens, Texas, who owns a
pawnshop. Every single year, what he
will do is he will take himself and all
of his managers on mercy ships to Afri-
ca in order to deliver care and gifts.
This is something he does at his ex-
pense.

There are so many people, I wish I
had time to mention, in the Fifth Dis-
trict of Texas who represent the best of
America. I don’t have all that time,
Mr. Speaker, so let me mention one
more.

Kenn Waterston of Terrell, Texas. I
mean, he is a bulldog of a Marine vet-
eran.
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He opened the Veterans Resource
Center not a block, maybe two blocks
away from the Dallas VA hospital. And
now if homeless veterans will go to the
VA Hospital to get their healthcare, as
soon as they come out, they can get
clean clothes; they can get showers;
they can get counseling; they can get
access to computers and people to help
them find a job in society.

So, Mr. Speaker, when I see patriots
and entrepreneurs and Good Samari-
tans who are stepping up every day in
the Fifth District of Texas, I know
America has a very bright future, a
very bright future ahead.

So let me simply conclude where I
began.

For me, it is time for me to go home.
It is time to go home to my family. It
is time to go home to Texas. All things
must pass, including our congressional
service.

I continue to have so many blessings
in my life, but, Mr. Speaker, I don’t be-
lieve I will ever have a greater privi-
lege than fighting for freedom and op-
portunity in the people’s House, the
House of Representatives.

My heart is just full of gratitude, full
of gratitude to my staff, whose work
empowered me; full of gratitude to my
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constituents, whose encouragement
and prayers supported me; and most of
all to my family, so much gratitude to
Melissa, Claire, and Travis, whose sup-
port, love, and grace have sustained me
all those 16 years. They are my rock.

So here is what I know after 16 years,
Mr. Speaker:

I know if we will continue to trust in
God, I know if we will continue to re-
vere freedom, I know if we will keep
faith with our Founders’ vision, our
children will have brighter futures and
our Republic will be forever preserved.

May God continue to shed his grace
on this great country.

And, Mr. Speaker, for the final time
on the House floor, I yield back the
balance of my time.

——

FAREWELL TO CONGRESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 3, 2017, the Chair recognizes the
gentleman from Texas (Mr. BARTON)
for 30 minutes.

Mr. BARTON. Mr. Speaker, before
Congressman HENSARLING leaves, I just
want to commend him for his service
and tell him what a privilege it has
been for me to serve with him and to
know him as a friend. We are both re-
tiring, and we are both, so far as I
know, going to move home to Texas.
And if we don’t see each other anyplace
else, we will see each other at some
Texas A&M football games. So I thank
my good friend.

Mr. Speaker, in January of 1985, at
the ripe old age of 34, I stood right here
in the well of the House with my 2-
year-old daughter, Kristin, in my left
arm, held up my right hand, and took
the oath to defend the Constitution of
the United States of America against
all enemies, foreign and domestic, to
the best of my ability. I was one of 43,
I believe, of that year’s freshmen. I
think we had a little over 30 Repub-
licans and a dozen or more Democrats.

As soon as I took the oath, I walked
over to the hopper—and, yes, there
really is a little wooden hopper here in
the well of the House, as I look out, on
the right-hand side, as the audience
looks in, on the left-hand side—and I
dropped the Barton Tax Limitation/
Balanced Budget Amendment into the
hopper.

That constitutional amendment in
1995 was the number one item in the
Contract with America, which, when
the Republicans took over the House
majority for the first time since 1954,
we voted on this same floor the first
day that we were in session in January
of 1995 on my amendment. It failed. It
didn’t get the two-thirds vote nec-
essary.

We stripped out the tax limitation
requirement and brought it back up for
a vote, and it did pass by a two-thirds
margin. That amendment went to the
Senate, and it failed by one vote in the
Senate.

Since that day in January, Mr.
Speaker, in 1985, as I stand here on the
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House floor tonight, I have voted over
19,700 times on behalf of the people of
the Sixth District of Texas. I have an
attendance record of 94 percent. I have
had a large number of bills that I spon-
sored become law. I will talk about
some of those in a minute.

In this current House, in the 115th
Congress, I am number eight in senior-
ity. There are four Republicans ahead
of me and, I guess, three Democrats. In
the all-time history of the House of
Representatives, the House historian is
not sure where I stand seniority-wise,
but I am in the top 100.

In the Texas delegation, we have had
about 250 Congressmen represent the
great State of Texas, and I am tied for
eighth place in seniority in Texas. The
folks ahead of me are an all-star list of
former Congressmen: Sam Rayburn,
who was Speaker of the House; Wright
Patman, who was chairman of the
Ways and Means Committee; George
Mahon, who was chairman of the Ap-
propriations Committee; Bob Poage,
who was chairman of the Agriculture
Committee; Jack Brooks, who chaired
the Judiciary Committee; Henry Gon-
zalez, who chaired the Banking Com-
mittee; and Jim Wright, who was ma-
jority leader and Speaker of the House.
That is not bad company, Mr. Speaker,
for service from Texas.

Some of the bills that I am proud of
that have become law that I was the
leader on or the chief sponsor of, we
started with the Tax Limitation/Bal-
anced Budget Amendment. That did
not become law, but it did pass the
House. It did go to the Senate, and it
did fail in the Senate by one vote.

I sponsored a bill that reformed the
National Institutes of Health. That was
the last bill that passed the House and
Senate in December of 2006. In January
of 2007, the Democrats took the House
back, and Congresswoman PELOSI of
California became Speaker. Then-
Speaker Denny Hastert kept the House
floor open until, I believe, 3 o’clock in
the morning so that my NIH bill could
clear the Senate and come back.

That NIH bill created a common fund
that has been utilized to form some of
the cutting-edge research that is now
bearing fruit. The immune cell therapy
that is helping in some cases cure can-
cer is one result of that. Some of the
stem cell research that is going on is
another. I am very proud of that NIH
bill.

We passed an FDA reform bill that,
again, has helped reduce time to bring
new drugs to market. It has cut some
of the red tape in getting new drugs
and medical devices approved by the
FDA.

In the energy sector, as a young Con-
gressman, I sponsored a bill to decon-
trol wellhead prices of natural gas.
That bill was signed into law as a part
of a larger bill signed into law by
President George H.W. Bush, who just
passed away.

In 2005, I was chairman of the Energy
and Commerce Committee, and I led
the effort to pass what was called the
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Energy Policy Act of 2005. That bill in-
cluded a reform in the review of im-
port-export facilities, which we are
now using to permit LNG facilities to
export our natural gas overseas.

That bill also had a number of au-
thorizations for renewable fuels and al-
ternatives that have led to wind energy
becoming a significant factor in this
country and solar power becoming a
significant factor in this country.

It authorized some subsidies and pro-
tections for corn-grown ethanol, and
that has led to the ethanol industry be-
coming a significant factor in some
parts of the country.

It also protected hydraulic fracturing
from Federal EPA jurisdiction except
in a few limited circumstances. That
one thing, if we hadn’t done anything
else, has led to the boon in oil and nat-
ural gas production in this country
that is the envy of the world.

Three years ago, with Congressman
HENRY CUELLAR, my good Democratic
friend from Laredo, we sponsored and
passed the bill that led to the repeal of
the ban on crude oil exports, Mr.
Speaker.

At the time, people kind of pooh-
poohed that bill, but as I stand here on
the House floor this evening in this
month of December 2018, there are
going to be days this month that we
export more crude oil than we import,
and that is a huge, huge accomplish-
ment, and we are doing it based on
market principles.

The U.S. is now the number one pro-
ducer of crude oil in the world, sur-
passing Saudi Arabia and Russia. We
are producing in the neighborhood of 12
million barrels of oil per day, and that
number is going to go up. Literally, the
sky is the limit.

The Lord has blessed the United
States of America with great natural
resources, and with the energy legisla-
tion that I have helped to lead the
fight on and helped to get passed, we
have the human resources and the cap-
ital resources and the natural re-
sources so that the United States is
going to be the leader in energy pro-
duction and energy innovation for the
foreseeable future, for the next 40, 50,
60 years, and I am very proud of that,
Mr. Speaker.

So I could talk for quite some time,
Mr. Speaker, about my legislative ac-
complishments, but you really don’t
run for Congress just to legislate. This
is the people’s House. You are expected
to be an ombudsman for the people you
represent, in my case, the Sixth Dis-
trict of Texas, which has changed be-
cause of redistricting three times since
I have been elected, but the core is
kind of south central Texas: Ellis
County, Navarro County, Tarrant
County, and at various times we have
gone as far south as Montgomery Coun-
ty. I have gone up into Tarrant and
Parker County to the west, and Hood
County and Hill County. As it is cur-
rently configured, there are a little
over 600,000 people.

When you run for Congress, Mr.
Speaker, you really run because you
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want to help people. You want to be
their spokesperson on the House floor,
but also with the bureaucracy, with
the executive branch, and in some
cases with the private sector to make
sure that they get a fair shake.

In any given year, we have over 1,000
pending cases in the district and a suc-
cess rate of around 80 percent, but
some of these cases stand out more
than others, and I want to give you a
few.

As a young Congressman back in the
late 1980s, we still got a lot of what I
call real-mail letters, handwritten let-
ters from people. One night I was in my
office in Longworth going through the
mail and jotting down responses or
looking at draft responses that my
staff had prepared, I came across a let-
ter from an 11-year-old boy, Mr. Speak-
er, in Burleson, Texas. His name was
Garrett Roper—Garrett Roper, 11 years
old.

O 1930

I am going to paraphrase his letter,
but it was:

Dear Congressman BARTON: My name
is Garrett Roper. I am 11 years old. I
live in Burleson, Texas. I had a good
friend, Adam Settle, who was also 11.
He was riding a three-wheel ATV on his
grandparents’ farm, and it flipped over,
crushed his chest, and killed him. What
are you going to do about that, Con-
gressman? What can you do?

I thought about it and I thought, I
don’t know that I can do anything
about it. But he had a phone number in
his letter. Every Congressman has a
phone on his desk, and I picked up the
phone on my desk and dialed the num-
ber in Burleson, Texas. It was probably
about 9 o’clock at night.

In any event, the little boy’s mother
answered the phone. I said: I am Con-
gressman JOE BARTON. I am calling
from Washington, D.C. Could I talk to
Garrett Roper?

And she said: You are who?

And I said: I am Congressman JOE
BARTON.

And she said: Are you sure?

And I said: Yes, ma’am. This isn’t a
joke.

She said: Well, he is in the bathtub.

I said: Well, I hate to bother him, but
could you ask him to come out of the
tub and talk to me?

And she did. He came on the phone. I
identified myself and I said: Did you
write me a letter?

And he said: Oh, yes, I did.

And I said: Well, I am here to tell you
that I have read it. I am not sure what
I am going to do, but I am going to try.
What do you want me to do?

He said: Those three-wheelers are un-
safe. It killed my friend. And, if you
can, I want you to prevent them from
being used, so that other little boys
and adults don’t get hurt or killed.

And I said: Well, that is a pretty big
order, but let me see.

To make a long story short, Mr.
Speaker, I started the work. That issue
was in the jurisdiction of the Energy
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and Commerce Committee. I was the
junior member of the minority party.
The chairman was the great John Din-
gell of Michigan, one of my very best
friends to this day. But, at that time,
he was the powerful chairman, and I
was the junior member of the minority.

The ranking Republican on the com-
mittee then, I think, was Norm Lent of
New York. So I went to Mr. Lent, and
I went to Mr. Dingell. They decided
that it needed to be investigated.

We did an investigation. We had a
number of hearings that the Justice
Department came to, and the ATV in-
dustry and the Consumer Product Safe-
ty Commission. The little boy who had
been killed, his mother, Anne Settle,
who today is one of my best friends and
still lives in Burleson in the same
house, she came and testified.

Over a 3-year period—I believe it was
3 years—a consent agreement was
formed among the Justice Department,
the Consumer Product Safety Commis-
sion, the ATV industry, and the Con-
gress. That consent agreement was
signed and ratified, and three-wheeler
ATVs, Mr. Speaker, were taken off the
U.S. market.

It was a 10-year agreement. When it
expired, I don’t know if the agreement
was renegotiated. But, in any event,
the three-wheelers did not come back,
and the industry really moved to four-
wheelers, which are much safer and not
nearly as dangerous.

Mr. Speaker, that one letter from
that one little boy, who was 11 years
old, to his Congressman made a huge
difference. It saved hundreds of lives
per year, thousands of injuries, hun-
dreds of millions, if not billions, of dol-
lars, and it made the country safer. It
took that little boy writing that letter
to his Congressman, and then that Con-
gressman, who in this case was me,
doing something about it, picking up
the phone, calling the little boy, then
calling a Congressman. And people in
the executive branch and people in the
industry made a difference.

I will give you another case of a
young woman, I believe she lived in
Waxahachie, Texas, named Robin Ben-
ton. She was a nurse. Her mother be-
came ill. She quit her job and moved, I
think down to Houston, to take care of
her. She took out insurance on an indi-
vidual basis instead of a group basis
where she had worked. She moved back
after her mother improved, and Robin
developed breast cancer—double. She
had cancer in both breasts.

The insurance company that she had
been covered by dropped her coverage,
returned her premiums, and told her
that they wouldn’t cover her. Her doc-
tor said she needed a double mastec-
tomy, and she needed it immediately.

She didn’t write a letter. She called
my congressional office in Arlington
and asked for help. My staff looked
into it, touched base with the insur-
ance company, and got the answer that
the insurance company had checked
their files and they didn’t believe that
they had made a mistake, that they
had the right to cancel her coverage.
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My staff brought the file to me. This
was a desperate situation, Mr. Speaker,
so I checked with the Susan G. Komen
Breast Cancer Foundation in Dallas
and got their take on it.

Then I picked up the phone, and I
called the president of that insurance
company. I explained the situation to
him. I said: It is my opinion that your
internal review has made a mistake. I
think this woman should be insured by
your company, and I think her surgery
should be covered. I would sure like for
you to take a look at it. If I am not
factually correct, then I won’t pursue
it. But if I am, if what I say is factu-
ally correct, I would ask that you re-
institute her coverage.

To his credit, the president of that
insurance company checked his facts
and checked the case file. He called me
back and said: You are right, Congress-
man. We should cover her.

They did. She had the surgery. And
to my knowledge, Mr. Speaker, she is
alive today.

That is the power of the Congress,
the power of the people, the power of
an individual asking their Congress-
man for help, and the Congressman
trying to help, and, in this case, the
private sector checking the facts out
and agreeing that the facts dictate
that the woman should have been in-
sured.

I will give you one more example.
When I was chairman of the Energy
and Commerce Committee, we got ju-
risdiction over the internet. We had an
investigation in the Oversight and In-
vestigations Subcommittee of child
pornography in America, Mr. Speaker.
We had a number of witnesses in and a
number of hearings.

The FBI had set up a special task
force on child pornography. We had
asked if they could send someone, one
of their agents who was involved with
that task force, to testify. The FBI
said their policy was that their agents
didn’t testify before Congress.

We went back and forth, the staff to
the FBI staff, without any resolution.
Then I saw that the particular indi-
vidual from the FBI who we wanted to
testify, Mr. Speaker, did an interview
on a national news show. When I saw
that, I said, well, if that agent can ap-
pear on national TV, that agent ought
to be able to appear before Congress
and testify.

I picked up the phone on my desk,
and I put in a phone call to the FBI Di-
rector. I was told that the FBI Director
was unavailable. So I called back and I
said: Well, where is the Director?

“Well, the Director is on travel, and
he is out West.”

And I said: Well, I need this agent to
testify. I checked with the ranking
member, Mr. Dingell, and if he is not
willing to testify voluntarily, I am
willing to issue a subpoena that the
minority will support to compel testi-
mony from the FBI.

I got an agitated phone call that you
couldn’t do that, that it wasn’t proper.
The President at the time was my good
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friend President George W. Bush. So we
said: Well, just check with the Presi-
dent of the United States and then let
us know whether you are going to send
your agent or not.

Well, sure enough, later that after-
noon, I got a phone call from the FBI
Director. He was very cordial, what
could he do to help, that there would
be no problem. I said: Well, I really ap-
preciate that. I am just curious why
the change of attitude.

He said: Well, we called over to the
White House, and the President said
that Congressman BARTON was a good
man, meant business, and, if it was not
totally impossible, the FBI should co-
operate.

The agent came the next day. We had
good testimony, and that hearing led
to a renewal of purpose in terms of the
task force against child pornography.
The FBI went on and did some really
good work, and we passed some legisla-
tion that has tightened the law and the
laws against child pornography on the
internet.

Mr. Speaker, what is the point of all
that? The point of those stories is that
any Member of Congress who is given
the privilege to have the voting card
has a great opportunity. There are 435
phones on the desks of offices in the
Rayburn, the Longworth, and the Can-
non office buildings, and every Member
has the potential to pick up that phone
and call to help somebody in their dis-
trict or their country or the world: the
power of the people in the TUnited
States of America through the Con-
stitution, delegated to the Congress,
delegated to the House and Senate, del-
egated to individual House districts,
given to Members who win elections.

And every Member who walks on this
floor, Mr. Speaker, comes because they
have won an election, not because they
have been appointed by the President
or the Speaker or the Governor, but be-
cause they have won a free and fair
election in the congressional district
they wish to represent, and a majority
of those voting have said: You are the
person. You are the man, you are the
woman, to come to Washington.

So we are allowed to come up here
and take the oath, be sworn in. Then
we represent for a 2-year term, Mr.
Speaker, our constituents, and we have
an opportunity to help people.

In the 34 years that I have served
here, I have done some great things
legislatively. But the thing, Mr. Speak-
er, that I will miss the most, that I will
really miss, is, every now and then,
when I see something that is injurious
to a person in my congressional dis-
trict that I represent, I will not have
the ability any longer to pick up that
phone and call on behalf of that person.
I will miss that. It is not an entitle-
ment. It is a privilege won by being
freely and fairly elected.

I have stood for office 17 times. I
have won 17 primaries, one primary
runoff, 17 general elections. I had the
privilege to serve the people of the
Sixth District for 34 years. As I said, I
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think, earlier, in the history of the
House, we are not sure where I stand in
lifetime seniority, but it is in the top
100. I am tied for eighth in terms of
senior service from the great State of
Texas.

I have had the privilege to meet
great people. John Dingell, the dean of
the House, who served longer than any
other person in the history of the
House, is a role model for what a Con-
gressman should be. Newt Gingrich,
who was a backbencher bomb-thrower
from the Conservative Opportunity So-
ciety and rose to be Speaker of the
House, is probably the most brilliant
person I have met who served in the
House: inspirational, innovative, and a
visionary. It has been a real privilege
to get to know him and call him a
friend.
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Phil Gramm, who was the Congress-
man before me for the Sixth District,
got elected to the Senate and rep-
resented the great State of Texas in
the Senate until his retirement a num-
ber of years ago. He is another abso-
lutely brilliant man who really has
been a role model and a mentor for me.

In the current House, our current
Speaker, PAUL RYAN, I think has done
yeoman’s work to move this country in
the right direction.

The incoming probable Speaker,
NANCY PELOSI, we have different views
philosophically, but she and I, when
she was a junior Member and I was a
junior Member, we worked together to
pass the Chinese Student Asylum Act
that let all of the Chinese students who
were here in the country when
Tiananmen Square happened, they
were allowed to stay in this country le-
gally until it was safe for them to go
back to China.

Most of them did eventually return
home, but some of them did choose to
stay here. That is a bill that I worked
on, and I am proud that she and I were
able to get it passed.

The current chairman of my com-
mittee, GREG WALDEN, I think he is
doing a great job as chairman. I had
the privilege to meet wonderful people,
like the immediate past chairman,
FRED UPTON; senior Members like JOHN
SHIMKUS of Illinois, who has worked so
hard on Yucca Mountain.

On the other side of the aisle, BOBBY
RUsH from Chicago, a former Black
Panther, and I have a bill that passed
the House and is standing in the Sen-
ate, to reform the strategic petroleum
reserve.

This afternoon, Mr. Speaker, on this
floor, Congresswoman KATHY CASTOR
from Florida and I passed a bill called
the IMPROVE Act, but within it are
the ACE Kids Act. That bill passed the
House 400-11. And if the Senate can
pass it this week or next week—and I
think they will—that bill will trans-
form the way we provide healthcare for
the poorest of the poor children who
are already Medicaid eligible.

Mr. Speaker, it has been a privilege
to serve the House of Representatives
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for the great people of Texas in the
Sixth District for the last 34 years.

I consider it the highest honor of my
life to have had the title of United
States Representative, and I yield back
the balance of my time.

———

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess subject to
the call of the Chair.

Accordingly (at 7 o’clock and 47 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess.

———
[ 2005

AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mr. WOODALL) at 8 o’clock
and 5 minutes p.m.

———————

REPORT ON RESOLUTION PRO-
VIDING FOR CONSIDERATION OF
CONFERENCE REPORT ON H.R. 2,
AGRICULTURE AND NUTRITION
ACT OF 2018

Mr. NEWHOUSE, from the Com-
mittee on Rules, submitted a privi-
leged report (Rept. No. 115-1074) on the
resolution (H. Res. 1176) providing for
consideration of the conference report
to accompany the bill (H.R. 2) to pro-
vide for the reform and continuation of
agricultural and other programs of the
Department of Agriculture through fis-
cal year 2023, and for other purposes,
which was referred to the House Cal-
endar and ordered to be printed.

————

LEAVE OF ABSENCE

By unanimous consent, leave of ab-
sence was granted to:

Mr. JONES of North Carolina (at the
request of Mr. MCCARTHY) for today
and the balance of the year on account
of illness.

————

ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED

Karen L. Haas, Clerk of the House,
reported and found truly enrolled bills
of the House of the following titles,
which were thereupon signed by the
Speaker:

H.R. 315. An act to amend the Public
Health Service Act to distribute maternity
care health professionals to health profes-
sional shortage areas identified as in need of
maternity care health services.

H.R. 3946. An act to name the Department
of Veterans Affairs community-based out-
patient clinic in Statesboro, Georgia, the
Ray Hendrix Department of Veterans Affairs
Clinic.

——

ADJOURNMENT

Mr. NEWHOUSE. Mr. Speaker, I
move that the House do now adjourn.

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 8 o’clock and 6 minutes p.m.),
under its previous order, the House ad-
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journed until tomorrow, Wednesday,
December 12, 2018, at 10 a.m. for morn-
ing-hour debate.

———

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS,
ETC.

Under clause 2 of rule XIV, executive
communications were taken from the
Speaker’s table and referred as follows:

7123. A letter from the Acting Principal
Deputy, Defense Pricing and Contraction,
Department of Defense, transmitting the De-
partment’s final rule — Defense Federal Ac-
quisition Regulation Supplement: Sunset of
Provision Relating to the Procurement of
Certain Goods (DFARS Case 2018-D007)
[Docket DARS-2018-0028] (RIN: 0750-AJ71) re-
ceived December 3, 2018, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Armed Serv-
ices.

7124. A letter from the Program Specialist,
LRAD, Office of the Comptroller of the Cur-
rency, Department of the Treasury, trans-
mitting the Department’s interim final rule
— Liquidity Coverage Ratio Rule: Treatment
of Certain Municipal Obligations as High-
Quality Liquid Assets [Docket ID: OCC-2018-
0013] (RIN: 1557-AE36) received November 28,
2018, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public
Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the
Committee on Financial Services.

7125. A letter from the Director, Office of
Legislative Affairs, Federal Deposit Insur-
ance Corporation, transmitting the Corpora-
tion’s final rule — Transferred OTS Regula-
tions Regarding Fiduciary Powers of State
Savings Associations and Consent Require-
ments for the Exercise of Trust Powers (RIN:
3064-AE23) received December 3, 2018, pursu-
ant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-
121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee
on Financial Services.

7126. A letter from the General Counsel,
Federal Housing Finance Agency, transmit-
ting the Agency’s final rule — Miscellaneous
Federal Home Loan Bank Operations and
Authorities-Financing Corporation Assess-
ments (RIN: 2590-AA99) received December 3,
2018, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public
Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the
Committee on Financial Services.

7127. A letter from the Regulations Coordi-
nator, Health Resources and Services Admin-
istration, Department of Health and Human
Services, transmitting the Department’s
final rule — 340B Drug Pricing Program Ceil-
ing Price and Manufacturer Civil Monetary
Penalties Regulation (RIN: 0906-AB19) re-
ceived November 29, 2018, pursuant to 5
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec.
251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on En-
ergy and Commerce.

7128. A letter from the Correspondence and
Regulation Specialist, Centers for Medicare
and Medicaid Services, Department of
Health and Human Services, transmitting
the Department’s final rule — Patient Pro-
tection and Affordable Care Act; Elimination
of Internal Agency Process for Implementa-
tion of the Federally-facilitated User Fee
Adjustment [CMS-9917-F] (RIN: 0938-AT93)
received December 3, 2018, pursuant to 5
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec.
251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on En-
ergy and Commerce.

7129. A letter from the Secretary, Depart-
ment of the Treasury, transmitting a six-
month periodic report on the national emer-
gency with respect to serious human rights
abuse or corruption that was declared in Ex-
ecutive Order 13818 of December 20, 2017, pur-
suant to 50 U.S.C. 1641(c); Public Law 94-412,
Sec. 401(c); (90 Stat. 1257) and 50 U.S.C.
1703(c); Public Law 95-223, Sec 204(c); (91 Stat.
1627); to the Committee on Foreign Affairs.
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