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Of course, my favorite law enforce-
ment group in the whole world is the
Texas Rangers.

Above all, it has been an honor to
recognize servicemembers from the
Second Congressional District who
gave their lives for our country while I
have been in Congress. In my office
here and my office in Texas, we have
the photographs, 8-by-10s, of the 40 men
and women from my congressional dis-
trict, of all races and all branches of
the service, who have been Kkilled in
Iraq, in Afghanistan, and in other
places in the world. I am grateful that
the incoming Member of Congress,
Congressman Crenshaw, is going to
keep those 8-by-10s, all 40 of them, on
our wall here in Washington, D.C., so
that we can remember those men and
women who served and gave their lives
for the rest of us.

I have had the honor to represent
people in southeast Texas from Beau-
mont to Port Arthur, Sabine Pass,
Dayton, China, Liberty, Hull-Daisetta,
Baytown, Ames, Nome, Highlands,
Kingwood, Humble, Porter, Mont
Belvieu, Tarleton, Cleveland, Cham-
pions, Spring, Klein, Spring Branch,
Memorial, parts of Houston, and where
I am from, Atascocita. I see so many
wonderful people along the way.

I have a staff that I would put up
against any staff. I have the best staff
in Congress. I always have. It is fortu-
nate for me, and it is fortunate for the
folks in our congressional district. Of
my four chiefs of staff, Heather
Ramsey-Cook was my first one. She
was my chief of staff when I was a
judge. She was my chief of staff when I
started here, and she is now my current
chief of staff. Others were Janet Diaz-
Brown, who has since moved off to Se-
attle, Washington, with her family, and
Gina Santucci who is now Gina Foote.
My latest was Tim Tarpley, and now
Heather Ramsey-Cook again. My chiefs
of staff have been excellent, and I
think all of us owe a lot of our success
in getting things done to the people
who work for us.

My caseworkers in Texas are great.
Viviana and Amy are both veterans:
one from Afghanistan, one from Iraq.
One of them is a wounded warrior.
They deal with the casework. They get
it. They understand veterans’ issues.
One of the major things we do as Mem-
bers of Congress is casework for our
veterans.

But all of my staff have been excel-
lent, and I want to thank them for
their proud work that they have done,
especially in constituent services.

So I don’t know what is next, Mr.
Speaker. I do know that it is time to
dance with the one that brung you and
pack up my old 1998 Jeep and head on
home. By the way, my gaudy Jeep left
a mark here in Washington as well.
Aside from being the only ‘98 Jeep with
a lift kit and lights across the top—you
never know when you will see deer up
here, Mr. Speaker—there is a special
oil stain on the White House front
drive that President Bush didn’t take
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too kindly to. It is fitting, leaving a
little Texas oil on the driveway of the
White House when you leave town.

So this is where the cowboy rides
away, Mr. Speaker. Also, at the end,
there is really no better good-bye than
the words of Davy Crockett when he
left Congress, when he said, affection-
ately: “You may all go to hell, I am
going to Texas.”

And that is just the way it is.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

————

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE

A message from the Senate by Ms.
Lasky, one of its clerks, announced
that the Senate agrees to the report of
the committee of conference on the
disagreeing votes of the two Houses on
the amendment of the Senate to the
bill (H.R. 2) ‘““An Act to provide for the
reform and continuation of agricul-
tural and other programs of the De-
partment of Agriculture through fiscal
year 2023, and for other purposes.”.

———
IS AMERICA FIRST?

(Ms. KAPTUR asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, following
the gruesome murder of journalist
Jamal Khashoggi ordered by the Saudi
Arabia Crown Prince Mohammed bin
Salman, the world raised its voice in
condemnation. Noticeably quiet was
the leader of the free world, our own
President. A closer look at President
Trump’s deeply troubling financial
connections and conflicts of interest
likely explain why.

In August 2015, the President himself
said on the campaign trail: ‘““‘Saudi Ara-
bia, I get along with all of them. They
buy apartments from me. They spend
$40 million, $560 million. . . . I like them
very much.”

That same month, The Trump Orga-
nization registered eight separate com-
panies to do business in Saudi Arabia.

Indeed, The Hill newspaper reported
that a 5-day stay from the Saudi crown
prince at the Trump Hotel caused a 13
percent surge in revenue in the first
quarter of this year. How about that?

Mr. President, the American people
wonder, is it America first, or is Amer-
ica for sale to foreign interests?

Given the President’s clear con-
flicting interests, Congress must assert
its power to limit the ability of corrupt
regimes to influence our politics. Our
colleagues on both sides of the aisle
must reaffirm America’s values of lib-
erty, justice, and equality, and restore
America’s faith in our politics.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Mem-
bers are reminded to refrain from en-

gaging in personalities toward the
President.
——
HEALTHCARE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-

December 11, 2018

uary 3, 2017, the gentleman from Cali-
fornia (Mr. GARAMENDI) is recognized
for 60 minutes as the designee of the
minority leader.

Mr. GARAMENDI. Mr. Speaker, I am
grateful for the opportunity. There are
so many things that we need to con-
sider.

Today, the President announced that
he is going to do his best to shut down
the Government of the United States,
and he wants to call it the Trump shut-
down.

I wonder if he really understands
what that means to Americans. The
Department of Homeland Security—
about which there is so much discus-
sion as to the security of the border,
the Coast Guard, all of the ICE agents
and so forth—presumably would stand
down. I guess that is what a shutdown
means, that we would have no border
security.

So I am curious exactly what the
President has in mind when he says it
will be the Trump shutdown.

We don’t really want to do that. I
have been there before in the mid-1990s,
when Speaker Gingrich decided to shut
down the government. I was over at the
Department of the Interior as the Dep-
uty Secretary, and I think that the De-
partment of National Parks and the
Bureau of Land Management and on
and on simply shut down. The National
Parks shut down, the Washington
Monument.

So the Department of the Interior
would apparently shut down—not ap-
parently, would definitely shut down—
under a Trump shutdown. I suppose the
Washington Monument, the memorial
to World War I, World War II memo-
rials, Yosemite—that would be a prob-
lem actually. We usually go to Yosem-
ite on the 18th of December. That is my
anniversary.

So, Mr. President, do you have any
idea what you are going to cause here
in America? The Department of Agri-
culture would shut down. Food safety,
presumably, would shut down. It goes
on and on, and all of that over a border
wall that nobody other than the Presi-
dent thinks would be useful.

We do need border security, no doubt
about it. We just heard our colleague
from Texas talk about this a little bit.
Yes, we do need border security. But
nobody thinks a big, massive, beautiful
wall from here to there, from the Car-
ibbean to the Pacific Coast, would
solve the issue of border security.

By the way, if you shut down the
government, it is the Coast Guard that
shuts down, and the Coast Guard has
confiscated 10 times more drugs than
the Border Patrol. So I guess we will
have the President shut down that part
of border security also.

Nobody says a wall is the answer.
They said use technology. Use observa-
tion devices of various kinds that sense
and watch remotely, drones and un-
manned aerial vehicles and things of
that sort.

By the way, why don’t we beef up and
provide the kind of security and the
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Correction To Page H10092
December 11, 2018, on page H10092, the following appeared: I have had the honor to represent people in southeast Texas from Beaumont to Port Arthur, Sabine Pass, Dayton, China, Liberty, De La Seda, Baytown, Ames, Nome, Highlands, Kingwood, Humble, Porter, Mont Belvieu, Tarleton, Cleveland, Champions, Spring-Klein, Spring Branch, Memorial, parts of Houston, and where I am from, Atascocita.

The online version has been corrected to read: I have had the honor to represent people in southeast Texas from Beaumont to Port Arthur, Sabine Pass, Dayton, China, Liberty, Hull-Daisetta, Baytown, Ames, Nome, Highlands, Kingwood, Humble, Porter, Mont Belvieu, Tarleton, Cleveland, Champions, Spring, Klein, Spring Branch, Memorial, parts of Houston, and where I am from, Atascocita.
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