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Anglophone crisis. The separatists too 
must support accountability for all ac-
tors engaged in hostilities who may 
have committed human rights abuses. 
Attacks on civilians are inexcusable. 
All armed and political actors must un-
equivocally condemn human rights 
abuses, 

Finally, the diaspora has a critical 
role to play. I urge members of the di-
aspora to clearly and unambiguously 
condemn violence in the Anglophone 
regions of Cameroon. The inflam-
matory rhetoric on social media by 
some Cameroonians at home and 
abroad is unhelpful. All diaspora 
should scrupulously investigate the 
charities and organizations to which 
they are contributing funding, lest 
they unwittingly send money to orga-
nizations that have engaged in violence 
against the very people they are trying 
to help. 

Mr. President, the U.S. and Cam-
eroon have a long history of cordial re-
lations. Peace Corps has been in Cam-
eroon since 1962. State Department and 
USAID-administered bilateral funding 
amounted to $83 million in FY2017. And 
for the past decade we have partnered 
with Cameroon to counter terrorism 
and maritime piracy, with U.S. secu-
rity assistance rising substantially 
since 2014 in response to the Boko 
Haram crisis. Since 2015, Cameroon has 
hosted hundreds of U.S. military per-
sonnel who conduct regional intel-
ligence, reconnaissance, and surveil-
lance operations and otherwise support 
counterterrorism efforts. As conditions 
on the ground deteriorate, the U.S. is 
in a position where immediate con-
centrated action to support a resolu-
tion of the problem might disrupt the 
cycle of violence and help all parties 
work toward a negotiated solution. Our 
diplomatic intervention, if well 
thought out, could make a difference. I 
urge the administration to take swift, 
meaningful action. 

I yield the floor. 
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TRIBUTE TO ELIAS THOMAS 
Ms. COLLINS. Mr. President, each 

year, the 1.4 million members of the 
National Association of Realtors recog-
nize five of their own with the Good 
Neighbor Award for their service to 
others, locally or globally. I am de-
lighted to congratulate 2018 Good 
Neighbor Elias Thomas of Shapleigh, 
ME, for inspiring contributions from 
his hometown to some of the poorest 
villages in India. 

Mr. Thomas, broker-owner of EXIT 
Key Real Estate in Shapleigh, has 
spent 40 years volunteering with Ro-
tary International. His compassionate 
work started with his local chapter, 
where he helped to build meditation 
gardens for those with mental illness 
and developed job and housing assist-
ance programs for newly released pris-
on inmates. His international efforts 
began in the late 1990s, when he trav-
elled to Cozumel, Mexico, for a project 
to prevent the island’s garbage dump 
from polluting the water system. 

In 2001, Mr. Thomas journeyed to 
India to assist in Rotary’s signature 
project of preventing and eradicating 
polio. The deplorable living conditions 
and the gratitude of villagers for the 
Rotarians’ assistance convinced him 
that India was where his energy and 
commitment were most needed. 

Mr. Thomas has returned to India 
every year since then, leading teams of 
volunteers and personally immunizing 
about 500 children against polio. He has 
raised $40,000 to help pay for the cor-
rective surgeries of some 1,000 victims 
of the disease. Throughout his four dec-
ades as a Rotarian, Mr. Thomas has 
raised more than $350,000 for Rotary 
International’s charitable endeavors. 

During a 2008 trip to India, he became 
aware of another dire situation there: 
the lack of safe drinking water in 
desert communities in the northern In-
dian state of Rajasthan, which can lead 
to illness and death due to dysentery. 

Mr. Thomas assembled a team of 78 
volunteers from eight countries and 
worked with village councils on a plan 
to build dams to capture the runoff 
from monsoons for drinking water and 
crop irrigation. Every year for the last 
10 years, Mr. Thomas has led a total of 
350 volunteers from around the world, 
and working with local residents and 
without mechanized equipment, they 
have hand-built nine dams that provide 
clean and safe water to more than 
45,000 people. 

A fellow Rotarian who has been part 
of that team describes Mr. Thomas this 
way: ‘‘Elias has deep faith that we can 
bring about change. He’s a man that 
has dreams, and while most people talk 
about what they wish they could do to 
help others, he does it. To Elias, every-
one in humanity is critically impor-
tant.’’ 

Elias Thomas exemplifies the motto 
of Rotary International, ‘‘Service 
Above Self.’’ His caring spirit and 
boundless energy are improving and 
even saving lives here at home and 
around the world. 
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TRIBUTE TO HANNAH ROSENTHAL 
Ms. BALDWIN. Mr. President, today 

I wish to recognize Hannah Rosenthal’s 
extraordinary career as she celebrates 
her retirement as President and CEO of 
the Milwaukee Jewish Federation. 
Hannah has had a long and distin-
guished career as an influential advo-
cate of tolerance, and her mark on the 
Jewish community is indelible. She is 
best known for building bridges be-
tween disparate factions and believing 
that everyone, no matter their back-
ground or perspective, deserves a seat 
at the table. 

Hannah transferred from Mount Hol-
yoke College in Massachusetts to the 
University of Wisconsin-Madison after 
falling in love with the city and the 
university during a Hebrew class she 
attended the summer after her sopho-
more year. She received her bachelor of 
arts degree from UW-Madison and stud-
ied for the rabbinate in Jerusalem and 
California. 

Hannah’s father was a rabbi and Hol-
ocaust survivor who inspired her to 
lead a life shaped by her Jewish faith. 
Rabbi Franz Rosenthal’s experiences as 
a prisoner at Buchenwald and a refugee 
in this country helped forge his daugh-
ter’s identity as an avid champion of 
human rights. 

Hannah’s extensive career includes 
impressive experience at State, local, 
national, and international levels. She 
served as the founding executive direc-
tor of the Wisconsin Women’s Council 
and head of the Jewish Council for 
Public Affairs. In 1995, she was ap-
pointed by President Bill Clinton to 
serve as the midwest regional director 
of the U.S. Department of Health and 
Human Services. 

Although I had the pleasure of work-
ing with Hannah at many points in her 
remarkable career, I am especially 
grateful for all she taught me about ef-
fective advocacy, particularly advo-
cacy on behalf of women. Early in my 
career, I worked with Hannah in her 
role leading the Wisconsin Women’s 
Council to organize support for State 
efforts to guarantee equal pay for equal 
work. 

Hannah is perhaps best known for her 
role as the U.S. Special Envoy to Mon-
itor and Combat Anti-Semitism. Ap-
pointed by President Barack Obama in 
2009, she used her role to build coali-
tions of sometimes unlikely allies to 
denounce hatred around the world. She 
was not afraid to confront bigotry head 
on. She personally took those who de-
nied the Holocaust on tours of con-
centration camps. In 2010, she switched 
her speech on anti-Semitism at an 
international conference on tolerance 
with the Special Representative to 
Muslim Communities so that she con-
demned Islamophobia in the strongest 
possible terms while her Muslim coun-
terpart strongly denounced anti-Semi-
tism. She summed up her philosophy 
succinctly in an interview with the 
U.S. Holocaust Memorial Museum by 
saying, ‘‘This isn’t just about the Jews, 
this is about hatred, and that affects 
everyone.’’ 

Hannah is bold, resolute, and fear-
less. She believes there is no room in 
this world for intolerance toward oth-
ers, and she has made it her mission in 
life to speak out against hatred and 
bigotry in all forms. It is the mindset 
that shaped her legacy at the Mil-
waukee Jewish Federation and led her 
to challenge young people to volunteer 
at organizations that serve people un-
like them through the creation of the 
Hours Against Hate global campaign. 

Hannah deserves to be proud of her 
many national and international ac-
complishments, but her heart remains 
rooted at home in Wisconsin with her 
friends, family, and community. Han-
nah has made many close friends along 
her journey who stuck by her through 
thick and thin. She also takes much 
pride and delight in her two daughters 
and young grandson. 

Public servant, activist, icon, and 
pioneer are words that only begin to 
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