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and the use of civilians as human
shields.

It is my fear that our continued sup-
port of this war will only increase re-
sentment of the United States and the
region. It will diminish U.S. security
and undermine America’s moral au-
thority and reputation as a champion
of our foundational values such as
human rights and civil liberties.

In addition to the horrendous human-
itarian costs in Yemen itself, it makes
the entire region less secure and makes
humanitarian disasters in the wider re-
gion more likely. But more impor-
tantly, what is happening in Yemen is
just simply wrong. It is out of harmony
with America’s values. Ironically, the
very reason we want to support a
strong ally in Saudi Arabia is to pre-
vent this type of situation, not foster
it.

These conditions provide a breeding
ground for violent extremism and for
terrorist groups to expand. Prolonging
the war in Yemen only strengthens the
Islamic state in Yemen and al-Qaida in
the Arabian Peninsula. Additionally,
the conflict undertaken by the Saudi-
led coalition under the objective of
“eliminating Iranian influence’ has
achieved just the opposite.

Iran has been able to use the conflict
as an opportunity to establish a foot-
hold across the Middle East. They send
soldiers to prop up a dictator, Bashar
al-Assad, in Syria. Additionally, Iran-
supported Hezbollah is now the domi-
nant political force in Lebanon, and
able to threaten neighboring Israel, our
closest ally in the region, with its
growing missile and rocket arsenal.
This threat to Israel is in addition to
the ongoing barrage of missiles fired
into Israel by Iran-supported Hamas in
Gaza.

I welcomed Secretary of Defense
Mattis’ comments in October, when he
said, ‘“‘It’s time to stop this.”” He urged
all parties to sit down and pursue
peace. Secretary of Defense Mattis’
comments were followed by Secretary
of State Pompeo’s statement in which
he said, ‘“The time is now for the ces-
sation of hostilities.”

I echo Secretary of Mattis’ further
comments when he said, “We have got
to move toward a peace effort here, and
we can’t say we are going to do it
sometime in the future.” We should
support the U.N.-led efforts to bring
peace to this devastated country and

urge the Saudi-led coalition and
Houthis to start peace negotiations im-
mediately.

Ending our support for the Saudi-led
coalition highlights the gross inhu-
manity of the war and that we do not
support the way the conflict in Yemen
is being conducted. It underlines our
growing concerns about the behavior of
Saudi Arabia as it affects larger Amer-
ican strategic interests in the region
and our interest in preserving global
humanitarian norms. Ending our sup-
port for the war will force the Saudi-
led coalition to reconsider its policies
and will signal our support for peace
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negotiations as, as called for by the ad-
ministration.

American foreign policy requires a
balance between our national security
and moral values. In the case of the
war in Yemen, these competing im-
peratives are not in conflict. Ending
U.S. support for the war in Yemen sup-
ports both American strategic inter-
ests and humanitarian values.

—————
EYE DONATION MONTH

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
California (Mr. RUI1z) for 5 minutes.

Mr. RUIZ. Mr. Speaker, it is my
privilege to acknowledge November as
Eye Donation Month, dedicated to in-
creasing awareness of the need to reg-
ister as an eye, organ, and tissue donor.

Since 1983, the Eye Bank Association
of America, EBAA, and each of its 75-
member eye banks across the U.S. have
dedicated this month to honoring the
Nation’s eye donors and their families,
and to celebrate the transformative
impact of corneal transplants on the
lives of their recipients.

With a 97 percent success rate, cor-
neal transplants are the Nation’s most
successful organ transplant procedures.
Since the Association’s founding in
1961, nearly 2 million corneal tissue re-
cipients have regained their sight.

In 2017, EBAA member eye banks re-
covered 135,203 corneas from 68,565 do-
nors across the United States. This
made it possible to provide the gift of
sight to approximately 51,000 men,
women, and children in the U.S., and
over 26,000 recipients internationally.
These eye banks also provided more
than 24,000 corneas for research and
educational purposes.

My home State of California is served
by eight eye banks that recovered
nearly 8,000 corneas last year, making
it the largest source of corneal tissue
for transplant and research in the
country. These donations allowed thou-
sands of Californians to regain their vi-
sion and resume the lives they had
planned on living before disease or in-
jury deprived them of their sight.

In addition to improving their recipi-
ents’ quality of life and giving comfort
to donor families, corneal transplants
also have a considerable economic im-
pact on America’s healthcare system.
A recent EBAA analysis found that the
net lifetime economic benefits of cor-
nea transplants performed in 2017 will
exceed $6 billion, due to the elimi-
nation of medical expenses related to
vision care and the increased produc-
tivity of both the cornea recipients and
their caregivers.

I thank the Eye Bank Association of
America for its decades-long dedication
to the restoration of sight. I thank all
of those who list themselves as an
organ donor on their driver’s license. I
thank all of those who are willing to
give of themselves for others. I want to
reassure and thank their loved ones,
because those who have passed have
done a great good for society, for peo-
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ple who have lost their sight, and for
future generations who will one day
benefit from the research they have
contributed to by donating their cor-
neas.

I encourage my colleagues to join me
in urging all Americans to give the
selfless gift of vision and life by reg-
istering to become eye, organ, and tis-
sue donors.

RECOGNIZING LOIS WHEELER

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Pennsylvania (Mr. FITZPATRICK) for 5
minutes.

Mr. FITZPATRICK. Mr. Speaker, we
recently returned to Congress after
celebrating Thanksgiving, a time when
we pause and reflect on the many bless-
ings that our community bestows upon
each one of us.

Today, I am proud to recognize an
outstanding citizen from Bucks Coun-
ty, Pennsylvania, who worked tire-
lessly for over three decades to ensure
residents were able to enjoy the holi-
day surrounded by friends and good
food.

Lois Wheeler of Lower Makefield
began serving Thanksgiving meals to
the underprivileged in our community
in 1980. Known as ‘‘Bountiful Harvest
Feasts,” Lois hosted between 125 and
200 people yearly at the Masonic Lodge
in Fairless Hills.

Lois’ dedication to serving the hun-
gry began in high school. While attend-
ing Neshaminy High School in
Langhorne, Lois saw a classmate who
was not able to afford lunch. Wheeler
was so moved, she would bring him
sandwiches to eat. When they were not
available, she would give away her own
lunch.

Lois is truly beloved in our commu-
nity. Her continued generosity has
earned her the nickname ‘‘Sister
Wheeler,” and she has also been called
the ‘“Mother Teresa of Bucks County.”

While Lois’ health prevented her
from participating this year, her leg-
acy of service to Bucks County cannot
be erased. We applaud Lois for her
charity and generosity, and wish her
and her husband, George, all the best.

O 1045
RECOGNIZING THE LINGOHOCKEN VOLUNTEER

FIRE COMPANY AND THE COUNCIL ROCK

SCHOOL DISTRICT’S ACHIEVE PROGRAM

Mr. FITZPATRICK. Mr. Speaker, I
rise today to recognize students and
public servants in Bucks County, Penn-
sylvania, who recently teamed up to
spread awareness of fire safety and vo-
cational training.

Last month, the Lingohocken Volun-
teer Fire Company met with students
in the Council Rock School District’s
ACHIEVE program, which is geared to-
wards providing students with special
needs the tools and skills needed for
self-sufficiency.

The Lingohocken Volunteer Fire
Company’s presentation, which took
place in a fire safety trailer to simu-
late real-life emergencies, was aimed
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