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for ROK-U.S. Defense Cooperation’’ to en-
hance the alliance beyond one of military co-
operation to one of mutual trust; 

Whereas the SCM has been crucial in fa-
cilitating independent operational capabili-
ties of the armed forces of the Republic of 
Korea, allowing those forces to expand their 
defense capabilities and assume operational 
control of the combined forces under the cur-
rent armistice; 

Whereas the SCM is key to strengthening 
bilateral cooperation in responding to global 
security challenges and threats, including 
terrorism, piracy, natural disasters, peace-
keeping operations, and stabilization and re-
construction; 

Whereas the SCM will continue to pursue 
complete, verifiable, and irreversible dis-
mantlement of the nuclear weapons and bal-
listic missile programs of North Korea to 
maintain a lasting peace; and 

Whereas, with the continued and growing 
threat from the Democratic People’s Repub-
lic of Korea, and the increasing importance 
of the Indo-Pacific region, the SCM has come 
to represent the irreplaceable friendship and 
alliance between the United States and the 
Republic of Korea: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved by the Senate (the House of Rep-
resentatives concurring), That Congress— 

(1) commemorates the 50th anniversary of 
the Republic of Korea-United States Secu-
rity Consultative Meeting (‘‘SCM’’) and the 
enduring relationship between the United 
States and the Republic of Korea that the 
SCM represents; 

(2) reaffirms the military alliance based on 
mutual trust and shared values between the 
United States and the Republic of Korea; 

(3) recognizes that the alliance between the 
United States and the Republic of Korea will 
remain ironclad, irrespective of any efforts 
by third parties to sow discord between the 
countries; and 

(4) supports the continued pursuit of— 
(A) a complete, verifiable, and irreversible 

dismantlement of the nuclear weapons and 
ballistic missile programs of North Korea; 
and 

(B) lasting peace and stability on the Ko-
rean Peninsula and throughout the Indo-Pa-
cific region. 

f 

AMENDMENTS SUBMITTED AND 
PROPOSED 

SA 4061. Mr. MCCONNELL (for Mr. COONS) 
proposed an amendment to the bill S. 3321, to 
award Congressional Gold Medals to Kath-
erine Johnson and Dr. Christine Darden, to 
posthumously award Congressional Gold 
Medals to Dorothy Vaughan and Mary Jack-
son, and to award a Congressional Gold 
Medal to honor all of the women who con-
tributed to the success of the National Aero-
nautics and Space Administration during the 
Space Race. 

SA 4062. Mr. MCCONNELL (for Mr. COONS) 
proposed an amendment to the bill S. 3321, 
supra. 

f 

TEXT OF AMENDMENTS 
SA 4061. Mr. MCCONNELL (for Mr. 

COONS) proposed an amendment to the 
bill S. 3321, to award Congressional 
Gold Medals to Katherine Johnson and 
Dr. Christine Darden, to posthumously 
award Congressional Gold Medals to 
Dorothy Vaughan and Mary Jackson, 
and to award a Congressional Gold 
Medal to honor all of the women who 
contributed to the success of the Na-
tional Aeronautics and Space Adminis-
tration during the Space Race; as fol-
lows: 

Purpose: In the nature of a substitute. 

Strike all after the enacting clause and in-
sert the following: 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Hidden Fig-
ures Congressional Gold Medal Act’’. 
SEC. 2. FINDINGS. 

Congress finds the following: 
(1) In 1935, the National Advisory Com-

mittee for Aeronautics (referred to in this 
section as ‘‘NACA’’) hired 5 women to serve 
as the first ‘‘computer pool’’ at the Langley 
Memorial Aeronautical Laboratory where 
those women took on work making calcula-
tions that male engineers had made pre-
viously. 

(2) During the 1940s, NACA began recruit-
ing African American women to work as 
computers and initially separated those 
women from their White counterparts in a 
group known as the ‘‘West Area Computers’’ 
where the women were restricted to seg-
regated dining and bathroom facilities. 

(3) Katherine Johnson was born on August 
26, 1918, in White Sulphur Springs, West Vir-
ginia. 

(4) In 1953, Katherine Johnson began her 
career in aeronautics as a computer in the 
segregated West Area Computing unit de-
scribed in paragraph (2). 

(5) As a member of the Flight Research Di-
vision, Katherine Johnson analyzed data 
from flight tests. After NACA was reformu-
lated into the National Aeronautics and 
Space Administration (referred to in this 
section as ‘‘NASA’’), Johnson— 

(A) calculated the trajectory for Alan 
Shepard’s Freedom 7 mission in 1961, which 
was the first human spaceflight by an indi-
vidual from the United States; 

(B) coauthored a report that provided the 
equations for describing orbital spaceflight 
with a specified landing point, which made 
her the first woman to be recognized as an 
author of a report from the Flight Research 
Division; 

(C) was asked to verify the calculations 
when electronic computers at NASA were 
used to calculate the orbit for John Glenn’s 
Friendship 7 mission; and 

(D) provided calculations for NASA 
throughout her career, including for the 
Apollo missions. 

(6) Katherine Johnson retired from NASA 
in 1986. 

(7) Dr. Christine Darden was born on Sep-
tember 10, 1942, in Monroe, North Carolina. 

(8) In 1962, Dr. Christine Darden graduated 
from Hampton Institute with a B.S. in Math-
ematics and a teaching credential. 

(9) Dr. Christine Darden attended Virginia 
State University where she studied aerosol 
physics and earned an M.S. in Applied Math-
ematics. 

(10) Dr. Christine Darden began her career 
in aeronautics in 1967 as a data analyst at 
NASA’s Langley Research Center (referred 
to in this section as ‘‘Langley’’) before being 
promoted to aerospace engineer in 1973. Her 
work in this position resulted in the produc-
tion of low-boom sonic effects, which revolu-
tionized aerodynamics design. 

(11) Dr. Christine Darden completed her 
education by earning a Ph.D. in Mechanical 
Engineering from George Washington Uni-
versity in 1983. 

(12) While working at NASA, Dr. Christine 
Darden— 

(A) was appointed to be the leader of the 
Sonic Boom Team, which worked on designs 
to minimize the effects of sonic booms by 
testing wing and nose designs for supersonic 
aircraft; 

(B) wrote more than 50 articles on aero-
nautics design; and 

(C) became the first African American to 
be promoted to a position in the Senior Ex-
ecutive Service at Langley. 

(13) Dorothy Vaughan was born on Sep-
tember 20, 1910, in Kansas City, Missouri. 

(14) Dorothy Vaughan began working for 
NACA in 1943. Vaughan— 

(A) started at NACA as a member of the 
West Area Computing unit; 

(B) was promoted to be the head of the 
West Area Computing unit, becoming 
NACA’s first African American supervisor, a 
position that she held for 9 years; and 

(C) became an expert programmer in 
FORTRAN as a member of NASA’s Analysis 
and Computation Division. 

(15) Dorothy Vaughan retired from NASA 
in 1971 and died on November 10, 2008. 

(16) Mary Jackson was born on April 9, 
1921, in Hampton, Virginia. 

(17) Mary Jackson started her career at 
NACA in 1951, working as a computer as a 
member of the West Area Computing unit. 

(18) After petitioning the City of Hampton 
to allow her to take graduate-level courses 
in math and physics at night at the all- 
White Hampton High School, Mary Jackson 
was able to complete the required training to 
become an engineer, making her NASA’s 
first female African American engineer. 

(19) Mary Jackson— 
(A) while at NACA and NASA— 
(i) worked in the Theoretical Aero-

dynamics Branch of the Subsonic-Transonic 
Aerodynamics Division at Langley where she 
analyzed wind tunnel and aircraft flight 
data; and 

(ii) published a dozen technical papers that 
focused on the boundary layer of air around 
airplanes; and 

(B) after 21 years working as an engineer 
at NASA, transitioned to a new job as 
Langley’s Federal Women’s Program Man-
ager where she worked to improve the pros-
pects of NASA’s female mathematicians, en-
gineers, and scientists. 

(20) Mary Jackson retired from NASA in 
1985 and died in 2005. 

(21) These 4 women, along with the other 
African American women in NASA’s West 
Area Computing unit, were integral to the 
success of the early space program. The sto-
ries of these 4 women exemplify the experi-
ences of hundreds of women who worked as 
computers, mathematicians, and engineers 
at NACA beginning in the 1930s and their 
handmade calculations played an integral 
role in— 

(A) aircraft testing during World War II; 
(B) supersonic flight research; 
(C) sending the Voyager probes to explore 

the solar system; and 
(D) the United States landing the first man 

on the lunar surface. 
SEC. 3. CONGRESSIONAL GOLD MEDALS. 

(a) PRESENTATION AUTHORIZED.—The 
Speaker of the House of Representatives and 
the President pro tempore of the Senate 
shall make appropriate arrangements for the 
presentation, on behalf of Congress, of 5 gold 
medals of appropriate design as follows: 

(1) One gold medal to Katherine Johnson in 
recognition of her service to the United 
States as a mathematician. 

(2) One gold medal to Dr. Christine Darden 
for her service to the United States as an 
aeronautical engineer. 

(3) In recognition of their service to the 
United States during the Space Race— 

(A) 1 gold medal commemorating the life 
of Dorothy Vaughan; and 

(B) 1 gold medal commemorating the life of 
Mary Jackson. 

(4) One gold medal in recognition of all 
women who served as computers, mathe-
maticians, and engineers at the National Ad-
visory Committee for Aeronautics and the 
National Aeronautics and Space Administra-
tion between the 1930s and the 1970s (referred 
to in this section as ‘‘recognized women’’). 
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