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now Latvia. Sadly, it wasn’t long be-
fore the treaty was violated. 

Hitler and Stalin agreed to divide up 
their neighbors between them in the 
infamous Molotov-Ribbentrop Pact. 

The Soviets annexed Latvia and the 
other Baltics in the lead-up to World 
War II. Then, of course, Hitler broke 
his end of the bargain and invaded. At 
the end of the war, Stalin had taken 
back the Baltics and made clear he was 
there to stay. 

Despite courageous resistance of the 
Latvian forest brothers for many years 
while Latvians held out hope of assist-
ance by the United States and the 
Western allies, Latvia remained occu-
pied by the Soviet Union for the next 
50 years after World War II. However, 
the United States never recognized the 
legitimacy of the Soviet occupation of 
Latvia. 

Throughout the Cold War, we main-
tained diplomatic relations via Em-
bassy staff who had been accredited to 
the United States by Latvia before the 
Soviet occupation. 

I should note that if anyone is inter-
ested in learning more about the Lat-
vian or Baltic history, there are books 
on the subject written by a professor 
emeritus at Iowa State University. The 
professor’s name is Andrejs Plakans. 

After World War II, Latvians who had 
fled the Soviets or otherwise found 
themselves outside their country were 
unable to go home to a country under 
foreign occupation. 

The Displaced Persons Act allowed 
refugees to come to the United States, 
provided they had a sponsor, and about 
700 of them came to my home State of 
Iowa. There is a Latvian-American 
community in Iowa to this very day. 

In fact, the first Latvians to come to 
the Des Moines area were the family of 
the current pastor of the Iowa Latvian 
Evangelical Lutheran Church con-
gregation, Leo Pelds. 

After his family’s initial arrange-
ments for a job at a creamery in Bir-
mingham, AL, fell through, they heard 
that Iowa would be a good choice as 
the climate would be what they were 
used to. So that family moved to Des 
Moines. Other Latvians soon arrived, 
and they sponsored further Latvians 
until there were 300 to 400 just in the 
Des Moines area. 

The Latvian Society of Iowa was 
formed in 1950, and the Latvia Lu-
theran congregation was formed in 1952 
after the arrival of the Latvian pastor. 
Like in other Latvian diaspora commu-
nities around the world, cultural 
events were organized to keep the Lat-
vian culture alive, and a Saturday 
school was established to teach Lat-
vian language, history, geography, and 
folk dances. Song festivals have played 
an important role in the preservation 
of Latvian culture going back to the 
national awakening, so naturally there 
was also a choir. 

The Latvian Society of Iowa was part 
of the larger effort of the Latvian, Es-
tonian, and Lithuanian American com-
munities to keep the plight of the Bal-

tics on the radar of our American polit-
ical leaders. 

Then, in 1991, thanks in part to the 
external pressure from the United 
States, as well as the courageous ef-
forts of Latvians themselves and others 
in the Soviet Union demanding their 
freedom, the ‘‘Evil Empire’’ collapsed. 
Latvia is now back in the family of free 
democratic European nations, where it 
belongs. 

Latvia is a member of NATO in excel-
lent standing, both in terms of meeting 
its financial commitment of 2 percent 
of GDP and in terms of its soldiers 
fighting shoulder to shoulder with 
Americans and other allies in places 
like Afghanistan and Iraq. 

Even while Latvia is looking toward 
a bright future, its large neighbor to 
the east is ruled by a man who sees the 
fall of the Soviet Union, including los-
ing Latvia, as, in his words, the ‘‘major 
geopolitical disaster of the century.’’ 

Those are the words of Vladimir 
Putin. He appears to be stuck in an 
old-fashioned way of thinking that as-
signs smaller countries to the Russian 
sphere of influence. He bullies neigh-
bors that do not toe the Russian line. 
In fact, he has even occupied the 
Ukrainian region of Crimea, which the 
United States does not recognize, just 
as we didn’t recognize the Soviet occu-
pation of the Baltics. 

Vladimir Putin resents the fact that 
Latvia and the other Baltics naturally 
choose to align with fellow European 
countries to their west, with which 
they share a common European his-
tory, culture, and outlook. 

Given their past and current experi-
ence dealing with KGB thugs like 
Putin, the Latvians can provide invalu-
able insight as we grapple with how to 
combat Russian disinformation. In 
fact, it is appropriate that Riga is 
home to NATO’s StratCom Centre of 
Excellence, which provides analysis 
and solutions for NATO on strategic 
communications and countering 
disinformation. 

So, as I conclude, I look forward to 
continuing the strong partnership be-
tween Latvia and the United States, 
and I offer my best wishes to all the 
Latvians as they celebrate 100 years of 
Latvian statehood. 

I yield the floor. 
I suggest the absence of a quorum. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will call the roll. 
The legislative clerk proceeded to 

call the roll. 
Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 

ask unanimous consent that the order 
for the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

MORNING BUSINESS 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to legislative session for a 
period of morning business, with Sen-
ators permitted to speak for up to 10 
minutes each. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

BUDGET SCOREKEEPING REPORT 

Mr. ENZI. Mr. President, I wish to 
submit to the Senate the budget 
scorekeeping report for November 2018. 
The report compares current-law levels 
of spending and revenues with the 
amounts the Senate agreed to in the 
budget resolution for fiscal year 2018, 
H. Con. Res. 71, and the Bipartisan 
Budget Act of 2018, BBA18. This infor-
mation is necessary for the Senate 
Budget Committee to determine 
whether budgetary points of order lie 
against pending legislation. The Re-
publican staff of the Budget Committee 
and the Congressional Budget Office, 
CBO, prepared this report pursuant to 
section 308(b) of the Congressional 
Budget Act, CBA. 

This is my sixth scorekeeping report 
this year. My last filing can be found in 
the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD for July 18, 
2018. The information included in this 
report is current through November 13, 
2018. 

Budget Committee Republican staff 
prepared Tables 1–6. 

Table 1 gives the amount by which 
each Senate authorizing committee ex-
ceeds or is below its allocation for 
budget authority and outlays under the 
most recently adopted budget resolu-
tion and the fiscal year 2019 enforce-
able levels filing. This information is 
used for enforcing committee alloca-
tions pursuant to section 302 of the 
CBA. For this reporting period, 10 of 
the 16 authorizing committees are not 
in compliance with their allocations. 
The six committees that are fully com-
pliant with their allocations are the 
committees on Armed Services, For-
eign Relations, Rules and Administra-
tion, Intelligence, Indian Affairs, and 
Small Business and Entrepreneurship. 
The aggregate 10–year reduction in 
budget authority shown in table 1 is 
largely the product of savings that are 
generated at the end of the enforce-
ment window through changes to cus-
toms user fees, Miscellaneous Tariff 
Bill Act of 2018, P.L. 115–239; Orrin G. 
Hatch Music Modernization Act, P.L. 
115–264, or from the sale of oil from the 
Strategic Petroleum Reserve, Amer-
ica’s Water Infrastructure Act of 2018, 
P.L. 115–270. 

Tables 2–3 give the amount by which 
the Senate Committee on Appropria-
tions is below or exceeds the statutory 
spending limits. This information is 
used to determine points of order re-
lated to the spending caps found in sec-
tions 312 and 314 of the CBA. Appropria-
tions for fiscal year 2018, shown in 
table 2, are consistent with the statu-
tory limits. Table 3 shows that the Ap-
propriations Committee is currently 
compliant with spending limits for fis-
cal year 2019. Currently, seven Appro-
priations subcommittees are operating 
under a continuing resolution, the De-
partment of Defense and Labor, Health 
and Human Services, and Education 
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