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The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

question is on agreeing to the motion. 
The motion was agreed to. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will report the nomination. 
The senior assistant legislative clerk 

read the nomination of Thomas Alvin 
Farr, of North Carolina, to be United 
States District Judge for the Eastern 
District of North Carolina. 

CLOTURE MOTION 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
send a cloture motion to the desk. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The clo-
ture motion having been presented 
under rule XXII, the Chair directs the 
clerk to read the motion. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

CLOTURE MOTION 

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the 
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby 
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Thomas Alvin Farr, of North Caro-
lina, to be United States District Judge for 
the Eastern District of North Carolina. 

Mitch McConnell, Chuck Grassley, 
Lamar Alexander, John Cornyn, James 
M. Inhofe, John Kennedy, Mike Crapo, 
Roger F. Wicker, Mike Rounds, Mi-
chael B. Enzi, David Perdue, John 
Boozman, Tim Scott, Lindsey Graham, 
James E. Risch, Steve Daines, Thom 
Tillis. 

f 

LEGISLATIVE SESSION 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
move to proceed to legislative session. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
question is on agreeing to the motion. 

The motion was agreed to. 
f 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
move to proceed to executive session to 
consider Calendar No. 1141. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
question is on agreeing to the motion. 

The motion was agreed to. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will report the nomination. 
The senior assistant legislative clerk 

read the nomination of Jonathan A. 
Kobes, of South Dakota, to be United 
States Circuit Judge for the Eighth 
Circuit. 

CLOTURE MOTION 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
send a cloture motion to the desk. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The clo-
ture motion having been presented 
under rule XXII, the Chair directs the 
clerk to read the motion. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

CLOTURE MOTION 

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the 
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby 
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Jonathan A. Kobes, of South Da-
kota, to be United States Circuit Judge for 
the Eighth Circuit. 

Mitch McConnell, Jerry Moran, Mike 
Crapo, Steve Daines, Richard Burr, 
James E. Risch, Thom Tillis, John 
Thune, Roger F. Wicker, John Hoeven, 
David Perdue, Pat Roberts, John Bar-
rasso, Mike Rounds, Lamar Alexander, 
John Boozman, John Cornyn. 

f 

LEGISLATIVE SESSION 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
move to proceed to legislative session. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
question is on agreeing to the motion. 

The motion was agreed to. 
f 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
move to proceed to executive session to 
consider Calendar No. 1064. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
question is on agreeing to the motion. 

The motion was agreed to. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will report the nomination. 
The senior assistant legislative clerk 

read the nomination of Kathleen Laura 
Kraninger, of Ohio, to be Director, Bu-
reau of Consumer Financial Protection 
for a term of five years. 

CLOTURE MOTION 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
send a cloture motion to the desk. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The clo-
ture motion having been presented 
under rule XXII, the Chair directs the 
clerk to read the motion. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

CLOTURE MOTION 

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the 
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby 
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Kathleen Laura Kraninger, of Ohio, 
to be Director, Bureau of Consumer Finan-
cial Protection for a term of five years. 

Mitch McConnell, Jerry Moran, Mike 
Crapo, Steve Daines, Richard Burr, 
James E. Risch, Thom Tillis, John 
Thune, Roger F. Wicker, John Hoeven, 
David Perdue, Pat Roberts, John Bar-
rasso, Mike Rounds, Lamar Alexander, 
John Boozman, John Cornyn. 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the man-
datory quorum calls for the cloture 
motions be waived. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that with re-
spect to the Bowman nomination, the 
motion to reconsider be considered 
made and laid upon the table and that 
the President be immediately notified 
of the Senate’s action. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
suggest the absence of a quorum. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will call the roll. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
proceeded to call the roll. 

Mr. GRASSLEY. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 
YOUNG). Without objection, it is so or-
dered. 

f 

100TH ANNIVERSARY OF LATVIA’S 
INDEPENDENCE 

Mr. GRASSLEY. Mr. President, the 
people who have called themselves 
Latvians have been in existence for 
centuries and centuries, but the nation 
state that we call Latvia has only ex-
isted for 100 years. So I come to the 
floor to express the fact that on Satur-
day, the Republic of Latvia celebrates 
100 years as a country. 

As cochair of the Senate Baltic Free-
dom Caucus, I recognized the cen-
tenary of Estonia and Lithuania in 
February, and I mentioned that I 
would be back this November to talk 
about Latvia’s 100th anniversary, like I 
did Estonia and Lithuania back in Feb-
ruary. 

On November 18, 1918, the People’s 
Council of Latvia proclaimed independ-
ence. However, the establishment of a 
separate Latvian state did not come 
out of the blue. The movement toward 
an independent Latvia was a process of 
continuous historical development 
going back to the Latvian national 
awakening in the 1850s. 

At that time, between local German- 
speaking nobles and the Russian Impe-
rial Government, and divided by the in-
ternal political boundaries between the 
Russian Empire, Latvians did not con-
trol their political fate. However, 
Latvians increasingly began to focus 
on promoting unity around their dis-
tinct language and culture. 

With the collapse of the tsarist gov-
ernment in Russia, Latvians began to 
push for a united autonomous terri-
tory, although independence did not 
yet seem feasible. When the Bolsheviks 
seized power in Russia and attempted 
to consolidate control of Latvia, the 
time came to declare independence. 
However, as we Americans know well, 
declaring independence means being 
prepared to defend that decision of 
independence. 

Much as our Founding Fathers 
pledged their lives, their fortunes, and 
their sacred honor to the cause of 
American independence, the Founding 
Fathers of Latvia knew they would 
have to defend their independence with 
the force of arms. In fact, they had to 
fight invasions by both Soviets and 
Germans. 

If this sounds familiar, it is because 
it is pretty much the same story I de-
scribed in February with the Estonian 
War of Independence. In fact, the 
Latvians and Estonians coordinated 
closely and fought side by side. 

Latvia also received help from Lith-
uania and Poland. Soviet Russia ulti-
mately signed a peace treaty recog-
nizing the independence and sov-
ereignty of Latvia and renouncing for-
ever all claims to the territory that is 
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