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The provision to clarify the regula-

tion of vessel incidental discharge de-
livered a much needed victory for the 
communities and small maritime busi-
nesses, including so many in my State 
of Kentucky, that rely on America’s in-
land waterways for their livelihood. 
The reauthorization delivered some 
well-earned certainty to the brave men 
and women of the U.S. Coast Guard, 
whose commitment to service should 
make all of us proud. 

Of course, the Coast Guard legisla-
tion was just the very latest install-
ment in a long list of bipartisan suc-
cesses passed by this Senate in this 
Congress on behalf of the American 
people. 

The big battles may be what cap-
tivate the press, and Republicans are 
certainly proud of our signature ac-
complishments, like historic tax re-
form and confirming Justice Gorsuch 
and Justice Kavanaugh, but at the 
same time, it is frequently overlooked 
how many of this Congress’s achieve-
ments have been thoroughly bipar-
tisan. 

Republicans and Democrats together 
passed landmark legislation that mar-
shaled more resources to the frontlines 
of communities fighting against 
opioids, more specialized training and 
resources for first responders, greater 
access to grant support for State and 
local authorities, and more support for 
treatment, recovery, and workforce re-
entry programs to heal the wounds of 
this devastating epidemic. 

Together we reformed some of the ex-
cesses of Dodd-Frank and lightened the 
load on local lenders. 

Together we ended the cycle of 
chronic continuing resolutions for de-
fense funding that denied certainty to 
our Armed Forces and eroded our read-
iness. We rebuilt a regular appropria-
tions process. It featured the largest 
year-on-year defense funding increase 
in 15 years and the biggest pay raise for 
servicemembers in nearly a decade. 

Together we made new investments 
to start rebuilding our Nation’s infra-
structure. 

Together, we brought new resources 
and new reforms to the systems that 
serve our veterans. Together, we im-
proved comprehensive sanctions to tar-
get maligned behavior throughout the 
international system. We passed major 
bills to combat sex trafficking, im-
prove school safety, expand opportuni-
ties for vocational and technical train-
ing, and extend the right to try new 
medical treatments to those with ter-
minal illnesses. 

This isn’t even an exhaustive list. 
Clearly, the Senate has proved to be 
fertile soil for bipartisan work. It has 
made life better for the American peo-
ple in tangible ways. We should all 
take pride in this, and we need to keep 
up this momentum for the remainder 
of this year as we consider more legis-
lation and confirm more nominees. We 
will need it throughout the next Con-
gress. We will need to work across the 
aisle within this body, and this Repub-

lican Senate and Democratic House 
will need to learn to collaborate as 
well. This long list of accomplishments 
offers just the blueprint we will need. 

I suggest the absence of a quorum. 
The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-

pore. The clerk will call the roll. 
The senior assistant legislative clerk 

proceeded to call the roll. 
Mr. PAUL. Madam President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered. 

f 

CONCLUSION OF MORNING 
BUSINESS 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Morning business is closed. 

f 

MOTION TO DISCHARGE—S.J. RES. 
65 

Mr. PAUL. Pursuant to the Arms Ex-
port Act of 1976, I move to discharge 
the Foreign Relations Committee from 
further consideration of S.J. Res. 65, 
relating to the disapproval of the pro-
posed foreign military sale to the Gov-
ernment of Bahrain. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The motion is now pending. 

Mr. PAUL. Madam President, I ask 
unanimous consent that until 12:15 
p.m., the time be equally divided by op-
ponents and proponents, with the first 
30 minutes for opponents of the bill and 
the last 30 minutes for proponents of 
the bill. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Maryland. 

SPECIAL COUNSEL INVESTIGATION 

Mr. CARDIN. Madam President, I 
rise to discuss the firing of Attorney 
General Jeff Sessions by President 
Trump immediately after the midterm 
elections, as well as the ongoing Jus-
tice Department investigation by Spe-
cial Counsel Robert Mueller into Rus-
sian interference in the 2016 U.S. Presi-
dential elections. 

The only transparency to be found in 
the Trump White House is the Presi-
dent’s disdain for the Mueller inves-
tigation into the 2016 elections. After 
multiple guilty pleas and convictions 
among the President’s campaign advis-
ers on this ongoing investigation, 
President Trump remains relentless in 
his campaign to find any way possible 
to limit the scope of the ongoing inves-
tigation. 

I did not support Jeff Sessions’ nomi-
nation to be Attorney General, but he 
followed the law and rightly recused 
himself from overseeing the work of 
Mr. Mueller and his team of profes-
sional investigators. Deputy Attorney 
General Rod Rosenstein should con-
tinue to oversee the Mueller investiga-
tion. Deputy Attorney General Rosen-
stein has shown his fidelity to the rule 
of law with the much needed announce-

ment of a special counsel to inves-
tigate potential criminal activity and 
collusion between the Trump campaign 
and the Russian Government in the 
2016 elections. His choice of Robert 
Mueller was solid. Mr. Mueller served 
as the FBI Director under both Demo-
cratic and Republican Presidential ad-
ministrations. He has a well-earned 
reputation as a nonpartisan profes-
sional. 

Let me remind my colleagues that 
when Deputy Attorney General Rosen-
stein made the special counsel appoint-
ment in May of 2017, he wrote: 

I determined that it is in the public inter-
est for me to exercise my authority and ap-
point a Special Counsel to assume responsi-
bility for this matter. . . . What I have de-
termined is that based upon the unique cir-
cumstances, the public interest requires me 
to place this investigation under the author-
ity of a person who exercises a degree of 
independence from the normal chain of com-
mand. . . . Considering the unique cir-
cumstances of this matter, however, I deter-
mined that a Special Counsel is necessary in 
order for the American people to have full 
confidence in the outcome. Our Nation is 
grounded on the rule of law, and the public 
must be assured that government officials 
administer the law fairly. Special Counsel 
Mueller will have all appropriate resources 
to conduct a thorough and complete inves-
tigation, and I am confident that he will fol-
low the facts, apply the law and reach a just 
result. 

That is what Mr. Rosenstein said 
when he appointed Mr. Mueller as spe-
cial counsel. Now we know just how 
right Deputy Attorney General Rosen-
stein was to worry about protecting 
the independence and integrity of the 
special counsel’s investigation so that 
the rule of law would be followed and 
the special counsel could follow the 
facts, apply the law, and reach a just 
result regardless of what the President 
wants. Indeed, at every turn, President 
Trump has tried to undermine the rule 
of law and interfere with this inves-
tigation. He has relentlessly criticized 
the Mueller investigation in the court 
of public opinion, somehow character-
izing it as a ‘‘witch-hunt’’ by con-
flicted, ‘‘angry Democrats,’’ notwith-
standing the dozens of guilty pleas and 
convictions already obtained by the 
special counsel, as well as Mr. 
Mueller’s professional, nonpartisan leg-
acy of service. 

The new Acting Attorney General, 
Matthew Whitaker, who is an 
unconfirmed political appointee, is al-
ready on the record making inflam-
matory comments on how to limit the 
scope of the investigation and cut off 
resources. He should immediately 
recuse himself from the investigation. 
Serious legal questions have been 
raised about the legality and constitu-
tionality of the designation by Presi-
dent Trump of Mr. Whitaker, who has 
not been confirmed by the Senate and 
is heading a Cabinet Department. The 
Constitution’s appointment clause re-
quires all principal officers of the gov-
ernment to be nominated and have the 
advice and consent of the Senate. 
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