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our budget and transparent. We put out
in the public what our intelligence
community topline budget is. The Rus-
sians and Chinese don’t do that. They
hide as much as they can. They don’t
pay their forces the way we do, and 70
percent of our defense budget is for our
forces—our manpower—in the pay and
benefits and healthcare they need. We
don’t have the combined industrial
base with the military that the Chinese
do, for example, and that the Russians
do. What we spend is all out there.
They can hide a lot of their spending in
the activities of their industrial com-
panies that are doing the work of the
Chinese army, for example. So that is
not a valid comparison.

I will just conclude this way. I was in
the Congress for 26 years. I served on
the House Armed Services Committee.
I came to the Senate and served on nu-
merous commissions and task forces—
in the Intelligence Committee, for ex-
ample, for 8 years, which looked into
the threats that we face and what we
need to do about those threats. I led ef-
forts dealing with our strategic deter-
rent, our nuclear modernization effort,
and I was sobered by the evidence that
we received as a member of the Na-
tional Defense Strategy Commission. I
was taken aback. I had not been in the
Senate for 5 years. I hadn’t had the ad-
vantage of classified briefings on the
status of our adversaries’ efforts and
our own, and I was shocked at the de-
gree to which we have lost the advan-
tage that we used to have. I shared the
concerns with my colleagues that this
could lead potential adversaries to mis-
calculate, to think that they could
make moves that wouldn’t be resisted
by the United States because we don’t
have the capability any more to do
that. That has to change if we are to
avoid war.

Therefore, I urge my colleagues in
the days and weeks to come to review
this Commission report, to think about
it in terms of a consensus document be-
tween Republicans and Democrats, who
unanimously agreed that it was crit-
ical to tell the American people the
truth—that we have a severe crisis in
this country—and to recognize that we,
the Congress—the House and the Sen-
ate—have the first obligation to do
something about this by setting the
policy through our National Defense
Authorization Acts and then funding
those policies adequately through a se-
ries of eliminating sequestration, fund-
ing through the regular order appro-
priation process, rather than con-
tinuing resolutions, and increasing the
topline budget for the military enough
to make up the gap that we discuss in
this report here.

That effort will begin with an admin-
istration in the development of its
budget, which is underway right now
and will be submitted to the Congress
in the early spring. I urge the adminis-
tration, as well, to recognize that its
leadership in this effort will have a lot
to do with the success of Congress step-
ping up to do its job to fund that budg-
et adequately.

So to my colleagues who are con-
cerned about our national security—
and who isn’t—and to those who said
during the last campaign that we want
to work across the aisle to solve prob-
lems that confront the American peo-
ple, well, I can’t think of a more seri-
ous problem than this. This is a great
opportunity to roll up our sleeves and
work together. I pledge to work with
my colleagues to do exactly that and
commend to them this report of the
National Defense Strategy Commission
to review during the Thanksgiving
break we are going to have here and to
come back ready to do work.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
proceeded to call the roll.

Mr. McCONNELL. Madam President,
I ask unanimous consent that the order
for the quorum call be rescinded.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY
LEADER

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The majority leader is recog-
nized.

AMENDING THE WHITE MOUNTAIN
APACHE TRIBE WATER RIGHTS
QUANTIFICATION ACT OF 2010

Mr. McCONNELL. Madam President,
I ask unanimous consent that notwith-
standing adoption of the motion to
concur in the House amendment to S.
140 with further amendment No. 4054,
as modified, that amendment No. 4054,
as modified, be further modified with
the changes at the desk.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
objection?

Without objection, it is so ordered.

The amendment (No. 4054), as further
modified, is as follows:

Strike all after the enacting clause and in-
sert the following:
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