S3976

harbors, including Mobile Harbor in
Alabama, Savannah Harbor in Georgia,
Long Beach Harbor in California, and
many others across the country.
We hear a lot of talk about infrastructure and the need to do something
about it. Well, this bill does something
about it for 5 straight years. We are
spending all the money we have collected—and, in fact, we raised the revenues a couple of years ago—for the last
few years at record levels to improve
our inland waterways and deepen our
ports.
A key pillar of our national defense
is a strong nuclear deterrent. That has
been in the news these last few weeks
because of the President’s discussions
with the leader of North Korea. The
bill includes a total of $14 billion for
the National Nuclear Security Administration, including $1.9 billion for six
life extension programs, which fix or
replace components and weapons systems to make sure they are safe and reliable. Congress must maintain a safe
and effective nuclear weapons stockpile and keep big construction projects
on time and on budget. This bill
achieves those goals. Nuclear power is
our best source of inexpensive, carbonfree baseload power. It is important for
our national security competitiveness.
Nuclear power provides 20 percent of
our Nation’s electricity, more than
half of our carbon-free electricity.
The Nuclear Regulatory Commission,
which oversees our 99 nuclear power reactors, is also funded in this bill. We
included funding to ensure that the Nuclear Regulatory Commission is prepared to review applications for new reactors, particularly small modular reactors and advanced reactors, and to
extend the licenses of our existing reactors if it is safe to do so.
The bill also provides $47 million for
research and development at the Department of Energy to support existing
nuclear reactors, $30 million for the
Consortium for Advanced Simulation
of Light Water Reactors, and $30 million for the transformational challenge
reactor.
The legislation again includes a pilot
program to allow consolidated nuclear
waste storage that I have worked on
with Senator FEINSTEIN for the last 6
years. This has been a special priority
of the Senator from California, as it is
of mine. Funding is also included for
the Department of Energy to take the
first steps toward being able to store
nuclear waste at private facilities.
Tomorrow, Senator SHELBY and Senator LEAHY will formally begin the
process of the appropriations of the
Senate for the year that begins October
1. As I said at the beginning, this is our
opportunity to do it right—something
we haven’t done in a long time.
We have done our work in committee. We have gotten our bills
through. We had our hearings. We considered everybody’s ideas. But that is
just 31 of us. What about the other 69
Senators? They might like to have
more of a say when the bill reaches the
floor.
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What we are asking tonight is that
Senators and staff read the bills. We
don’t have 2, 3, 4, or 5 days to sit
around and read the bills. Senator
MCCONNELL would like for us to be
through with this bill this week.
We have 12 appropriations bills to
consider. We ought to be able to do
that in 2 or 3 days. If we read the bills
and decide which amendments haven’t
already been considered and file the
amendments tonight, tomorrow we can
ask consent for a time agreement of,
say, 20 minutes and give each side 10
minutes to speak, and then we can actually vote on the amendments. That
is what we are supposed to do.
Sometimes the U.S. Senate has been
like joining the Grand Ole Opry and
not being allowed to sing. It is rare
that we have an amendment. The appropriations process is a chance to do
that. I hope we will have a chance to do
that.
I wish to make one other plea to my
fellow Senators. The Senate has enormous power. Each Senator is equal. As
a result, when the majority leader gets
up and says we are going to start tomorrow with a prayer and this bill, and
then we are going to move to something else, he says, if you listen carefully: I ask unanimous consent that we
open tomorrow at 9:30. I ask unanimous
consent that we move to this bill.
He gets that. He gets that because
Senators recognize that although any
one of us could have stopped that by
objecting, we demonstrate some restraint. Just because you have the freedom to do something doesn’t mean you
should always try to do it. We learned
that in kindergarten. We are well past
that level now; we are in U.S. Senate.
I am hopeful that we can begin tomorrow with our speeches from at least
eight of our Senators who have been
working on this bill, including our
leaders. I am hopeful that we will have
a couple of amendments to vote on before lunch—bipartisan amendments—
maybe a couple more after lunch, and
maybe two or three more in the late
afternoon. That is up to the Democratic leader and the Republican leader
to finally decide, but I think the
chances are good.
I will ask all Senators and staffs who
are paying attention tonight, please
read these three bills. If you have
amendments that need to be considered
that are relevant to the bill, please file
them tonight or first thing in the
morning. Talk with our staff, and let’s
see if we can accept them, modify
them, and, if necessary, vote on them.
Let’s try to get that done this week
and show ourselves and the world that
the U.S. Senate is still capable of a
complete appropriations process. After
all, that is our most basic responsibility.
Mr. President, I ask unanimous consent that for the purpose of rule XVI in
relation to the substitute amendment
No. 2910, division A of H.R. 5895 serve as
the basis for defense of germaneness for
division A of the amendment, division

PO 00000

Frm 00016

Fmt 4637

Sfmt 0634

B of H.R. 5895 serve as the basis for defense of germaneness for division B of
the amendment, and that division C of
H.R. 5895 serve as the basis for defense
of germaneness for division C of the
amendment.
The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. SULLIVAN). Without objection, it is so ordered.
Mr. ALEXANDER. I see the Senator
from Hawaii. I don’t know whether he
has any remarks to make.
I see the Senator from Oklahoma.
f

MORNING BUSINESS
Mr. ALEXANDER. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Senate be in a period of morning business,
with Senators permitted to speak
therein for up to 10 minutes each.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
The Senator from Oklahoma.
f

IMMIGRATION
Mr. LANKFORD. Mr. President, earlier this year, this Chamber was full of
conversation about immigration. We
had four bipartisan proposals that all
came to this floor. All four of them had
votes. All four of them had some engagement from different Members. All
four of them failed. While we didn’t
succeed in getting something passed
and resolved on immigration, I will
note that over 70 Senators voted for at
least 1 of the 4 options that included
wall funding, increased border security,
and naturalization for those students
who are in DACA or DACA-eligible. At
least 70-plus Senators voted for those
three options. They were written in different ways in each bill, but they all
had the same basis. I was one of those.
Like many of my friends on both
sides of the aisle, during the debate, I
said that Americans don’t hold children accountable for the actions of
their parents. It has been a basic principle we have held for a long time. We
believe in the protection of children
and the unity of families. That is what
we have been about. We have some debate about that because some of this
body believes a child is not a child
until you can see them, and some believe a child is a child even when they
are in the womb. But we do have unity
about those individuals—that when we
can see them and know them as a
child, that we keep them as a family.
Although you could strongly put me on
the side of saying I think a child is a
child even when they are in the womb.
It is right for us to focus on families.
Quite frankly, it is also right for us
focus on immigration law and to believe that we are a nation of laws.
We have a great dilemma at this
point happening around our border. Let
me set some context for this that I
think is important, and I want to make
sure people understand.
We are a very open nation for immigration. We have been before, and we
are now.
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