March 1, 2018

Mr. McCONNELL. I ask unanimous
consent that the bill be considered read
a third time and passed and the motion
to reconsider be considered made and
laid upon the table.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The bill (H.R. 3656) was ordered to a
third reading, was read the third time,
and passed.

——

PROVIDING CERTAIN BURIAL BEN-
EFITS FOR SPOUSES AND CHIL-
DREN OF VETERANS WHO ARE
BURIED IN TRIBAL CEMETERIES

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Veterans’ Affairs be dis-
charged from further consideration of
S. 2248 and the Senate proceed to its
immediate consideration.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The clerk will report the bill by title.

The assistant bill clerk read as fol-
lows:

A Dbill (S. 2248) to amend title 38, United
States Code, to authorize the Secretary of
Veterans Affairs to provide certain burial
benefits for spouses and children of veterans
who are buried in tribal cemeteries, and for
other purposes.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the bill.

Mr. McCONNELL. I ask unanimous
consent that the bill be considered read
a third time and passed and the motion
to reconsider be considered made and
laid upon the table with no intervening
action or debate.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The bill (S. 2248) was ordered to be
engrossed for a third reading, was read
the third time, and passed, as follows:

S. 2248

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. ELIGIBILITY OF SPOUSES AND CHIL-
DREN OF VETERANS BURIED IN
TRIBAL CEMETERIES FOR CERTAIN
DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AF-
FAIRS BURIAL BENEFITS.

Section 2306 of title 38, United States Code,
is amended—

(1) in subsection (a)(4), by inserting ‘‘or a
veterans’ cemetery owned by a tribal organi-
zation or on land owned by or held in trust
for a tribal organization’ after ‘‘State’’;

(2) in subsection (b)(1), by inserting ‘‘, a
veterans’ cemetery of a tribal organization
or on land owned by or held in trust for a
tribal organization” after ‘“owned by a
State’’;

(3) in subsection (f)—

(A) by redesignating paragraphs (1) and (2)
as subparagraphs (A) and (B), respectively;

(B) by striking ‘“The Secretary” and in-
serting ‘(1) The Secretary’’;

(C) by striking ‘‘a national cemetery or in
a veterans cemetery of a State or tribal or-
ganization for which the Department has
provided a grant under section 2408 of this
title” and inserting ‘‘a covered cemetery’’;
and

(D) by adding at the end the following:

‘“(2) The term ‘covered cemetery’ means
any of the following:

“(A) A national cemetery.

‘“(B) A veterans’ cemetery of a State for
which the Department has provided a grant
under section 2408 of this title.
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‘“(C) A veterans’ cemetery of a tribal orga-
nization or on land owned by or held in trust
for a tribal organization for which the De-
partment has provided a grant under sub-
section (f) of such section.”’; and

(4) by adding at the end the following new
subsection:

‘(i) In this section, the term ‘tribal organi-
zation’ has the meaning given such term in
section 3765 of this title.”.

———

VETERANS CEMETERY BENEFIT
CORRECTION ACT

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Veterans’ Affairs be dis-
charged from further consideration of
S. 2372 and the Senate proceed to its
immediate consideration.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The clerk will report the bill by title.

The assistant bill clerk read as fol-
lows:

A Dbill (S. 2372) to amend title 38, United
States Code, to provide outer burial recep-
tacles for remains buried in National Parks,
and for other purposes.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the bill.

Mr. McCONNELL. I ask unanimous
consent that the bill be considered read
a third time and passed and the motion
to reconsider be considered made and
laid upon the table with no intervening
action or debate.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The bill (S. 2372) was ordered to be
engrossed for a third reading, was read
the third time, and passed, as follows:

S. 2372

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Veterans
Cemetery Benefit Correction Act’.

SEC. 2. PROVISION OF OUTER BURIAL RECEP-
TACLES FOR REMAINS BURIED IN
NATIONAL PARKS.

Section 2306(e) of title 38, United States
Code, is amended—

(1) in paragraph (1)—

(A) by inserting ‘‘(A)” before ‘“‘The Sec-
retary of Veterans’’;

(B) in subparagraph (A), as designated by
subparagraph (A) of this paragraph, by strik-
ing ‘““The Secretary of the Army’’ and insert-
ing the following:

‘“(B) The Secretary of the Army’’; and

(C) by adding at the end the following new
subparagraph:

“(C) The Secretary of the Interior shall
provide an outer burial receptacle for each
such a grave in an open national cemetery
administered by the National Park Serv-
ice.”;

(2) in paragraph (2)—

(A) by striking ‘“‘or in the Arlington Na-
tional Cemetery’’ and inserting ‘¢, in the Ar-
lington National Cemetery, or in a national
cemetery administered by the National Park
Service’’; and

(B) by striking ‘‘or Secretary of the Army”’
and inserting ‘‘, the Secretary of the Army,
or the Secretary of the Interior’’;

(3) in paragraph (3)(B)(ii), by striking ‘‘or,
with respect to Arlington National Ceme-
tery, the Secretary of the Army’’ and insert-
ing ‘“‘or the Secretary of the Army with re-
spect to Arlington National Cemetery or the
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Secretary of the Interior with respect to a
national cemetery administered by the Na-
tional Park Service’’; and

(4) in paragraph (4), by striking ‘‘or, with
respect to Arlington National Cemetery, the
Secretary of the Army’’ and inserting ‘‘or
the Secretary of the Army with respect to
Arlington National Cemetery or the Sec-
retary of the Interior with respect to a na-
tional cemetery administered by the Na-
tional Park Service”.

————
RESOLUTIONS SUBMITTED TODAY

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate now proceed to the en bloc consid-
eration of the following Senate resolu-
tions, which were submitted earlier
today: S. Res. 419, S. Res. 420, S. Res.
421, S. Res. 422, and S. Res. 423.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolutions
en bloc.

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
know of no further debate on the reso-
lutions.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. If there
is no further debate, the question is on
agreeing to the resolutions en bloc.

The resolutions were agreed to.

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the pre-
ambles be agreed to and the motions to
reconsider be considered made and laid
upon the table, all en bloc.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The preambles were agreed to.

(The resolutions, with their pre-
ambles, are printed in today’s RECORD
under ‘“‘Submitted Resolutions.’’)

———

ORDERS FOR MONDAY, MARCH 5,
2018

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that when the
Senate completes its business today, it
adjourn until 3 p.m., Monday, March 5;
further, that following the prayer and
pledge, the morning hour be deemed
expired, the Journal of proceedings be
approved to date, the time for the two
leaders be reserved for their use later
in the day, and morning business be
closed. Finally, I ask that following
leader remarks, the Senate proceed to
executive session and resume consider-
ation of the Scholer nomination under
the previous order.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———————

ADJOURNMENT UNTIL MONDAY,
MARCH 5, 2018, AT 3 P.M.

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, if
there is no further business to come be-
fore the Senate, I ask unanimous con-
sent that it stand adjourned under the
previous order.

There being no objection, the Senate,
at 4:58 p.m., adjourned until Monday,
March 5, 2018, at 3 p.m.

——————

NOMINATIONS

Executive nominations received by
the Senate:
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