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COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES

The Committee on Armed Services is
authorized to meet during the session
of the Senate on Thursday, March 1,
2018, at 9:30 a.m., to conduct a hearing
on the following nominations: Lieuten-
ant General Paul M. Nakasone, USA,
to be general and Director, National
Security Agency/Chief, Central Secu-
rity Service/Commander, United States
Cyber Command, Department of De-
fense, and Brent K. Park, of Tennessee,
to be Deputy Administrator for De-
fense Nuclear Nonproliferation, Na-
tional Nuclear Security Administra-
tion, and Anne Marie White, of Michi-
gan, to be an Assistant Secretary (En-
vironmental Management), both of the
Department of Energy.
COMMITTEE ON BANKING, HOUSING, AND URBAN

AFFAIRS

The Committee on Banking, Housing,
and Urban Affairs is authorized to
meet during the session of the Senate
on Thursday, March 1, 2018, at 10 a.m.,
to conduct a hearing entitled ‘‘The
Semiannual monetary policy report to
the Congress.”

COMMITTEE ON COMMERCE, SCIENCE, AND
TRANSPORTATION

The Committee on Commerce,
Science, and Transportation is author-
ized to meet during the session of the
Senate on Thursday, March 1, 2018, at
10:15 a.m., to conduct a hearing enti-
tled ‘“‘Implementation of Positive Train
Control.”

COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND NATURAL
RESOURCES

The Committee on Energy and Nat-
ural Resources is authorized to meet
during the session of the Senate on
Thursday, March 1, 2018, at 10 a.m., to
conduct a hearing.

COMMITTEE ON ENVIRONMENT AND PUBLIC

WORKS

The Committee on Environment and
Public Works is authorized to meet
during the session of the Senate on
Thursday, March 1, 2018, at 10 a.m., to
conduct a hearing entitled ‘“The Ad-
ministration’s Framework for Rebuild-
ing Infrastructure in America.”

COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS

The Committee on Foreign Relations
is authorized to meet during the ses-
sion of the Senate on Thursday, March
1, 2018, at 10 a.m., to conduct a hearing
on the following nominations: Robert
Frank Pence, of Virginia, to be Ambas-
sador to the Republic of Finland, and
Trevor D. Traina, of California, to be
Ambassador to the Republic of Austria,
both of the Department of State, and
Judy Lynn Shelton, of Virginia, to be
United States Director of the European
Bank for Reconstruction and Develop-
ment.

COMMITTEE ON HEALTH, EDUCATION, LABOR,

AND PENSIONS

The Committee on Health, HEdu-
cation, Labor, and Pensions is author-
ized to meet during the session of the
Senate on Thursday, March 1, 2018, at
10 a.m., to conduct a hearing on the
following nomination: John F. Ring, of
the District of Columbia, to be a Mem-
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ber of the National Labor Relations
Board.
COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY

The Committee on the Judiciary is
authorized to meet during the session
of the Senate on Thursday, March 1,
2018, at 10 a.m., to conduct a hearing on
the following nominations: Joel M.
Carson III, of New Mexico, to be United
States Circuit Judge for the Tenth Cir-
cuit, Colm F. Connolly, and Maryellen
Noreika, both to be a United States
District Judge for the District of Dela-
ware, William F. Jung, to be United
States District Judge for the Middle
District of Florida, Ryan T. Holte, of
Ohio, to be a Judge of the United
States Court of Federal Claims, Jona-
than F. Mitchell, of Washington, to be
Chairman of the Administrative Con-
ference of the United States, and Billy
J. Williams, to be United States Attor-
ney for the District of Oregon, Mark S.
James, to be United States Marshal for
the Western District of Missouri, Dan-
iel C. Mosteller, to be United States
Marshal for the District of South Da-
kota, and Jesse Seroyer, Jr., to be
United States Marshal for the Middle
District of Alabama, all of the Depart-
ment of Justice.

SELECT COMMITTEE ON INTELLIGENCE

The Select Committee on Intel-
ligence is authorized to meet during
the session of the Senate on Thursday,
March 1, 2018, at 2 p.m., to conduct a
closed business meeting followed by a
closed briefing.

SELECT COMMITTEE ON INTELLIGENCE

The Committee on Environment and
Public Works is authorized to meet
during the session of the Senate on
Thursday, March 1, 2018, at 2 p.m., to
conduct a closed briefing.

SUBCOMMITTEE ON REGULATORY AFFAIRS AND

FEDERAL MANAGEMENT

The Subcommittee on Regulatory Af-
fairs and Federal Management of the
Committee Homeland Security and
Governmental Affairs is authorized to
meet during the session of the Senate
on Thursday, March 1, 2018 at 10 a.m. to
conduct a hearing entitled ‘‘Examining
Federal Managers’ Roles in Hiring.”

———

RURAL WIRELESS ACCESS ACT OF
2017

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of Calendar No. 305, S. 1621.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the bill by title.

The bill clerk read as follows:

A bill (8. 1621) to require the Federal Com-
munications Commission to establish a
methodology for the collection by the Com-
mission of information about commercial
mobile service and commercial mobile data
service, and for other purposes.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the bill.

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the bill be
considered read a third time and passed
and the motion to reconsider be consid-
ered made and laid upon the table.
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The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The bill (S. 1621) was ordered to be
engrossed for a third reading, was read
the third time, and passed, as follows:

S. 1621

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Rural Wire-
less Access Act of 2017,

SEC. 2. METHODOLOGY FOR COLLECTION OF MO-
BILE SERVICE COVERAGE DATA.

(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section—

(1) the term ‘‘commercial mobile data serv-
ice”” has the meaning given the term in sec-
tion 6001 of the Middle Class Tax Relief and
Job Creation Act of 2012 (47 U.S.C. 1401);

(2) the term ‘‘commercial mobile service”’
has the meaning given the term in section
332(d) of the Communications Act of 1934 (47
U.S.C. 332(d));

(3) the term ‘‘Commission’ means the Fed-
eral Communications Commission;

(4) the term ‘‘coverage data’ means, if
commercial mobile service or commercial
mobile data service is available, information
about the service, which may include avail-
able speed tiers and performance character-
istics; and

(5) the term ‘‘Universal Service program’’
means the universal service support mecha-
nisms established under section 254 of the
Communications Act of 1934 (47 U.S.C. 254)
and the regulations issued under that sec-
tion.

(b) METHODOLOGY ESTABLISHED.—Not later
than 180 days after the date of the enactment
of this Act, the Commission shall promul-
gate regulations to establish a methodology
that shall apply to the collection of coverage
data by the Commission for the purposes of—

(1) the Universal Service program; or

(2) any other similar program.

(c) REQUIREMENTS.—The methodology es-
tablished under subsection (b) shall—

(1) contain standard definitions for dif-
ferent speed tiers, such as the 2G, 3G, 4G, and
4G LTE tiers;

(2) ensure that coverage data is collected
in a consistent and robust way;

(3) improve the validity and reliability of
coverage data; and

(4) increase the efficiency of coverage data
collection.

———

PROVIDING FOR A CONSISTENT
ELIGIBILITY DATE FOR PROVI-
SION OF DEPARTMENT OF VET-
ERANS AFFAIRS MEMORIAL
HEADSTONES AND MARKERS

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Veterans’ Affairs be dis-
charged from further consideration of
H.R. 3656 and the Senate proceed to its
immediate consideration.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The clerk will report the bill by title.

The assistant bill clerk read as fol-
lows:

A bill (H.R. 3656) to amend title 38, United
States Code, to provide for a consistent eligi-
bility date for provision of Department of
Veterans Affairs memorial headstones and
markers for eligible spouses and dependent
children of veterans whose remains are un-
available.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the bill.
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Mr. McCONNELL. I ask unanimous
consent that the bill be considered read
a third time and passed and the motion
to reconsider be considered made and
laid upon the table.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The bill (H.R. 3656) was ordered to a
third reading, was read the third time,
and passed.

——

PROVIDING CERTAIN BURIAL BEN-
EFITS FOR SPOUSES AND CHIL-
DREN OF VETERANS WHO ARE
BURIED IN TRIBAL CEMETERIES

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Veterans’ Affairs be dis-
charged from further consideration of
S. 2248 and the Senate proceed to its
immediate consideration.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The clerk will report the bill by title.

The assistant bill clerk read as fol-
lows:

A Dbill (S. 2248) to amend title 38, United
States Code, to authorize the Secretary of
Veterans Affairs to provide certain burial
benefits for spouses and children of veterans
who are buried in tribal cemeteries, and for
other purposes.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the bill.

Mr. McCONNELL. I ask unanimous
consent that the bill be considered read
a third time and passed and the motion
to reconsider be considered made and
laid upon the table with no intervening
action or debate.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The bill (S. 2248) was ordered to be
engrossed for a third reading, was read
the third time, and passed, as follows:

S. 2248

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. ELIGIBILITY OF SPOUSES AND CHIL-
DREN OF VETERANS BURIED IN
TRIBAL CEMETERIES FOR CERTAIN
DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AF-
FAIRS BURIAL BENEFITS.

Section 2306 of title 38, United States Code,
is amended—

(1) in subsection (a)(4), by inserting ‘‘or a
veterans’ cemetery owned by a tribal organi-
zation or on land owned by or held in trust
for a tribal organization’ after ‘‘State’’;

(2) in subsection (b)(1), by inserting ‘‘, a
veterans’ cemetery of a tribal organization
or on land owned by or held in trust for a
tribal organization” after ‘“owned by a
State’’;

(3) in subsection (f)—

(A) by redesignating paragraphs (1) and (2)
as subparagraphs (A) and (B), respectively;

(B) by striking ‘“The Secretary” and in-
serting ‘(1) The Secretary’’;

(C) by striking ‘‘a national cemetery or in
a veterans cemetery of a State or tribal or-
ganization for which the Department has
provided a grant under section 2408 of this
title” and inserting ‘‘a covered cemetery’’;
and

(D) by adding at the end the following:

‘“(2) The term ‘covered cemetery’ means
any of the following:

“(A) A national cemetery.

‘“(B) A veterans’ cemetery of a State for
which the Department has provided a grant
under section 2408 of this title.
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‘“(C) A veterans’ cemetery of a tribal orga-
nization or on land owned by or held in trust
for a tribal organization for which the De-
partment has provided a grant under sub-
section (f) of such section.”’; and

(4) by adding at the end the following new
subsection:

‘(i) In this section, the term ‘tribal organi-
zation’ has the meaning given such term in
section 3765 of this title.”.

———

VETERANS CEMETERY BENEFIT
CORRECTION ACT

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Veterans’ Affairs be dis-
charged from further consideration of
S. 2372 and the Senate proceed to its
immediate consideration.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The clerk will report the bill by title.

The assistant bill clerk read as fol-
lows:

A Dbill (S. 2372) to amend title 38, United
States Code, to provide outer burial recep-
tacles for remains buried in National Parks,
and for other purposes.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the bill.

Mr. McCONNELL. I ask unanimous
consent that the bill be considered read
a third time and passed and the motion
to reconsider be considered made and
laid upon the table with no intervening
action or debate.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The bill (S. 2372) was ordered to be
engrossed for a third reading, was read
the third time, and passed, as follows:

S. 2372

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Veterans
Cemetery Benefit Correction Act’.

SEC. 2. PROVISION OF OUTER BURIAL RECEP-
TACLES FOR REMAINS BURIED IN
NATIONAL PARKS.

Section 2306(e) of title 38, United States
Code, is amended—

(1) in paragraph (1)—

(A) by inserting ‘‘(A)” before ‘“‘The Sec-
retary of Veterans’’;

(B) in subparagraph (A), as designated by
subparagraph (A) of this paragraph, by strik-
ing ‘““The Secretary of the Army’’ and insert-
ing the following:

‘“(B) The Secretary of the Army’’; and

(C) by adding at the end the following new
subparagraph:

“(C) The Secretary of the Interior shall
provide an outer burial receptacle for each
such a grave in an open national cemetery
administered by the National Park Serv-
ice.”;

(2) in paragraph (2)—

(A) by striking ‘“‘or in the Arlington Na-
tional Cemetery’’ and inserting ‘¢, in the Ar-
lington National Cemetery, or in a national
cemetery administered by the National Park
Service’’; and

(B) by striking ‘‘or Secretary of the Army”’
and inserting ‘‘, the Secretary of the Army,
or the Secretary of the Interior’’;

(3) in paragraph (3)(B)(ii), by striking ‘‘or,
with respect to Arlington National Ceme-
tery, the Secretary of the Army’’ and insert-
ing ‘“‘or the Secretary of the Army with re-
spect to Arlington National Cemetery or the
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Secretary of the Interior with respect to a
national cemetery administered by the Na-
tional Park Service’’; and

(4) in paragraph (4), by striking ‘‘or, with
respect to Arlington National Cemetery, the
Secretary of the Army’’ and inserting ‘‘or
the Secretary of the Army with respect to
Arlington National Cemetery or the Sec-
retary of the Interior with respect to a na-
tional cemetery administered by the Na-
tional Park Service”.

————
RESOLUTIONS SUBMITTED TODAY

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate now proceed to the en bloc consid-
eration of the following Senate resolu-
tions, which were submitted earlier
today: S. Res. 419, S. Res. 420, S. Res.
421, S. Res. 422, and S. Res. 423.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolutions
en bloc.

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
know of no further debate on the reso-
lutions.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. If there
is no further debate, the question is on
agreeing to the resolutions en bloc.

The resolutions were agreed to.

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the pre-
ambles be agreed to and the motions to
reconsider be considered made and laid
upon the table, all en bloc.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The preambles were agreed to.

(The resolutions, with their pre-
ambles, are printed in today’s RECORD
under ‘“‘Submitted Resolutions.’’)

———

ORDERS FOR MONDAY, MARCH 5,
2018

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that when the
Senate completes its business today, it
adjourn until 3 p.m., Monday, March 5;
further, that following the prayer and
pledge, the morning hour be deemed
expired, the Journal of proceedings be
approved to date, the time for the two
leaders be reserved for their use later
in the day, and morning business be
closed. Finally, I ask that following
leader remarks, the Senate proceed to
executive session and resume consider-
ation of the Scholer nomination under
the previous order.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———————

ADJOURNMENT UNTIL MONDAY,
MARCH 5, 2018, AT 3 P.M.

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, if
there is no further business to come be-
fore the Senate, I ask unanimous con-
sent that it stand adjourned under the
previous order.

There being no objection, the Senate,
at 4:58 p.m., adjourned until Monday,
March 5, 2018, at 3 p.m.

——————

NOMINATIONS

Executive nominations received by
the Senate:
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