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Whereas CTE matches employability skills 

with workforce demand and provides rel-
evant academic and technical coursework 
leading to industry-recognized credentials 
for secondary, postsecondary, and adult 
learners; 

Whereas CTE affords students the oppor-
tunity to gain the knowledge, skills, and cre-
dentials needed to secure careers in growing, 
high-demand fields; 

Whereas secondary CTE is associated with 
a lower probability of dropping out of high 
school and a higher likelihood of graduating 
on-time; 

Whereas CTE students were significantly 
more likely than non-CTE students to report 
having developed problem-solving, project 
completion, research, math, college applica-
tion, work-related, communication, time 
management, and critical thinking skills 
during high school; 

Whereas, according to an American Fed-
eration of Teachers poll, 94 percent of par-
ents approve of expanding access to CTE and 
other programs that prepare students for 
jobs; 

Whereas students at schools with highly 
integrated rigorous academic and CTE pro-
grams have significantly higher achievement 
in reading, mathematics, and science than 
students at schools with less integrated pro-
grams; and 

Whereas February 23, 2018, marks the 101st 
anniversary of the signing of the Act of Feb-
ruary 23, 1917 (commonly known as the 
‘‘Smith-Hughes Vocational Education Act of 
1917’’) (39 Stat. 929, chapter 114), which was 
the first major Federal investment in sec-
ondary CTE and laid the foundation for the 
bipartisan, bicameral support for CTE that 
continues as of February 2018: Now, there-
fore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) designates February 2018 as ‘‘Career and 

Technical Education Month’’ to celebrate ca-
reer and technical education across the 
United States; 

(2) supports the goals and ideals of Career 
and Technical Education month; 

(3) recognizes the importance of career and 
technical education in preparing a well-edu-
cated and skilled workforce in the United 
States; and 

(4) encourages educators, guidance and ca-
reer development professionals, administra-
tors, and parents to promote career and 
technical education as a respected option for 
students. 

f 

SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLU-
TION 34—RECOGNIZING THE RICH 
HISTORY, HERITAGE, AND STRA-
TEGIC IMPORTANCE OF THE RE-
PUBLIC OF THE MARSHALL IS-
LANDS AND THE MARSHALLESE 
POPULATION RESIDING IN THE 
UNITED STATES 

Mr. BOOZMAN (for himself and Mr. 
COTTON) submitted the following con-
current resolution; which was referred 
to the Committee on Energy and Nat-
ural Resources: 

S. CON. RES. 34 

Whereas the Republic of the Marshall Is-
lands— 

(1) is a sovereign country in free associa-
tion with the United States under the Com-
pact of Free Association between the Gov-
ernment of the United States and the Gov-
ernment of the Republic of the Marshall Is-
lands (referred to in this preamble as the 
‘‘Compact’’), approved in the Compact of 
Free Association Amendments Act of 2003 
(Public Law 108–188; 117 Stat. 2720), which— 

(A) is set to expire in 2023; and 
(B) authorizes economic assistance, 

through Federal grants and programs, to 
persons in the Republic of the Marshall Is-
lands; and 
(2) has full authority and responsibility 

over security and defense matters relating to 
the Republic of the Marshall Islands; 

Whereas, under the Compact, eligible citi-
zens of the Republic of the Marshall Islands 
may reside, work, and study in the United 
States without a visa and may serve in the 
Armed Forces of the United States; 

Whereas an estimated 1⁄3 of the population 
of the Republic of the Marshall Islands has 
relocated to the United States; and 

Whereas Marshallese individuals who live 
in the United States— 

(1) offer positive economic and cultural 
benefits to the communities in which those 
individuals live; 

(2) pay Federal and State taxes but are not 
eligible for benefits under— 

(A) the Medicare program established 
under title XVIII of the Social Security 
Act (42 U.S.C. 1395 et seq.); or 

(B) the Medicaid program established 
under title XIX of the Social Security Act 
(42 U.S.C. 1396 et seq.); and 
(3) were undercounted in the 2010 census 

and, as a result, areas where those individ-
uals live are underserved by the Federal Gov-
ernment: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved by the Senate (the House of Rep-
resentatives concurring), That Congress— 

(1) commends— 
(A) the rich history and heritage of the Re-

public of the Marshall Islands; and 
(B) citizens of the Republic of the Marshall 

Islands who live in the United States for the 
contributions of those individuals to— 

(i) the communities in which those individ-
uals live; and 

(ii) the national defense of the United 
States through their service in the Armed 
Forces of the United States; 

(2) recognizes— 
(A) the strategic importance of the Repub-

lic of the Marshall Islands; and 
(B) the importance of the upcoming re-

negotiation of the Compact of Free Associa-
tion between the Government of the United 
States and the Government of the Republic 
of the Marshall Islands; and 

(3) encourages a continued commitment to 
improve census data to better serve citizens 
of the Republic of the Marshall Islands who 
live in the United States. 

f 

SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLU-
TION 35—AUTHORIZING THE USE 
OF EMANCIPATION HALL IN THE 
CAPITOL VISITOR CENTER FOR A 
CEREMONY TO PRESENT THE 
CONGRESSIONAL GOLD MEDAL 
COLLECTIVELY TO THE MEM-
BERS OF THE OFFICE OF STRA-
TEGIC SERVICES 

Mr. WARNER (for himself and Mr. 
BLUNT) submitted the following con-
current resolution; which was consid-
ered and agreed to: 

S. CON. RES. 35 

Resolved by the Senate (the House of Rep-
resentatives concurring), 
SECTION 1. USE OF EMANCIPATION HALL FOR 

CEREMONY TO PRESENT THE CON-
GRESSIONAL GOLD MEDAL TO THE 
OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES. 

(a) AUTHORIZATION.—Emancipation Hall in 
the Capitol Visitor Center is authorized to be 
used on March 21, 2018, for a ceremony to 
present the Congressional Gold Medal collec-
tively to the members of the Office of Stra-

tegic Services (OSS), in recognition of their 
superior service and major contributions 
during World War II. 

(b) PREPARATIONS.—Physical preparations 
for the conduct of the ceremony described in 
subsection (a) shall be carried out in accord-
ance with such conditions as may be pre-
scribed by the Architect of the Capitol. 

Mr. KAINE. Mr. President, our Na-
tion’s ongoing success and economic 
mobility depends on the skills and edu-
cation of the American workforce and 
its preparedness to meet and adjust to 
the demands of today’s economy. Ca-
reer and technical education (CTE) 
programs are an essential component 
to each student’s education, giving stu-
dents the opportunity to gain knowl-
edge, skills, and credentials needed to 
secure careers in growing, high-demand 
fields. Today, approximately 12 million 
students are enrolled in CTE across the 
country with CTE programs in thou-
sands of CTE centers, comprehensive 
high schools, career academies, CTE 
high schools, and community colleges. 
Through applied learning, these stu-
dents obtain technical and employ-
ability skills that parallel workforce 
demand. 

According to the American Federa-
tion of Teachers, 94 percent of parents 
approve of expanding access to CTE 
and other programs that prepare stu-
dents for jobs. CTE ensures that com-
petitive and skilled workers are ready, 
willing, and capable of holding jobs in 
high-wage, high-skill, and in-demand 
career fields. Throughout Virginia, I’ve 
heard manufacturers express dis-
content with shortage of qualified 
skilled production employees—roles 
that require the instruction and train-
ing offered in CTE classrooms. It is 
vital that we heighten awareness of 
CTE’s role in helping the United States 
to meet the very real and immediate 
challenges of economic development, 
student achievement, and global com-
petitiveness. 

This is why today, with my Senate 
CTE Caucus co-chairs Senator 
PORTMAN, SENATOR BALDWIN, and Sen-
ator YOUNG and 41 colleagues in the 
Senate, I am proud to introduce a bi-
partisan resolution to designate Feb-
ruary as Career and Technical Edu-
cation (CTE) month. CTE Month offers 
an opportunity for students, parents, 
counselors, educators and school lead-
ers to become more informed about the 
educational opportunities attainable in 
their communities, and acknowledge 
the importance of CTE in cultivating a 
skilled and well-educated workforce in 
our nation. 

Through formal recognition of CTE 
Month through this resolution, it is 
our hope that we can foster greater 
support for the importance of improv-
ing access to high-quality CTE for mil-
lions of America’s students and our 
country’s continued economic competi-
tiveness. 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 02:30 Feb 28, 2018 Jkt 079060 PO 00000 Frm 00031 Fmt 4624 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\A27FE6.031 S27FEPT1


		Superintendent of Documents
	2019-04-13T08:10:20-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




