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public safety. It will cut wait times for 
both passenger and commercial vehi-
cles in half. It will greatly improve air 
quality in the neighboring community. 
It will improve aesthetics with new 
L.E.D. lighting, landscaping, and pub-
lic art. 

This plan will improve our region’s 
growing economic relationship with 
Canada, leveraging $30 billion in com-
merce and over $200 billion in economic 
activity, supporting over 1 million 
jobs. This plan is long overdue. It is a 
plan that our community deserves and 
a gateway that is worthy of the prom-
ise and potential of our future in Buf-
falo and western New York and our re-
lationship economically and otherwise 
with the great country of Canada. 

f 

GUN VIOLENCE 

(Mr. KILDEE asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. KILDEE. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today in the wake of yet another mass 
shooting in this country to ask the 
House of Representatives to summon 
the courage to actually do something 
to prevent the next terrible tragedy. 

Last evening we held a moment of si-
lence on this floor, and what I fear is 
that, again, that moment of silence 
will be followed by days of silence by 
this House, by weeks of silence by this 
House, by months of silence by this 
House on the very question of gun vio-
lence in this country. 

There are things we can do to move 
past the typical partisan response: the 
legislation that I and three others 
crafted, bipartisan legislation, to regu-
late these terrible bump stocks that 
could have prevented the tragedy in 
Las Vegas from being as bad as it was. 

Other things we can do that we agree 
on: closing the background check loop-
hole, making sure that if you are too 
dangerous to fly on an airplane, you 
can’t buy a weapon. 

These are the things that Congress 
ought to take up and that the Amer-
ican people have every right to expect 
us to act upon. 

Let’s do something. 
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REPEAL THE 2001 AUMF 

(Ms. LEE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Ms. LEE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
ask Speaker RYAN for a debate and a 
vote on our endless wars. It has been 16 
years since Congress first passed the 
2001 Authorization for Use of Military 
Force. At that time, of course, I knew 
then it was going to be a blank check 
to encompass conflicts all around the 
globe, and I couldn’t vote for it. 

It has been used for operations in 
Niger, Syria, Libya, Somalia, and 
many other countries. It has been used 
to justify the war against ISIS, which 
did not exist, of course, when this 
AUMF was first written. 

Simply put, the 2001 AUMF has be-
come a blank check for any President 
to wage war, anytime, anywhere, any-
place, without the consent of Congress. 
In 2016, the Congressional Research 
Service documented 37 times it had 
been used in an unclassified report. 
Now, in 2018, it has increased to 41 
times. 

The Constitution is clear: Congress, 
not the White House, is tasked with 
the solemn responsibility to declare 
war. 

We have turned a blind eye to these 
conflicts. They have spiraled out of 
control. Today a bipartisan group of 
Members, the Progressive Caucus and 
the House Freedom Caucus, will be 
hosting an ad hoc hearing to demand a 
debate and vote on these ongoing wars. 

Mr. Speaker, enough is enough. We 
need to repeal the 2001 AUMF and, yes, 
give at least 8 months while the cur-
rent one is in place to debate and vote 
on a new AUMF. 
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GUN VIOLENCE 

(Ms. BARRAGÁN asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
her remarks.) 

Ms. BARRAGÁN. Mr. Speaker, how 
many people must die for Congress to 
act and address the severe epidemic of 
gun violence in America? 

We were devastated by the massacres 
in Newtown; Las Vegas; Orlando; and 
most recently in Parkland, Florida. On 
the Hill today are the courageous stu-
dents from the Parkland high school, 
Marjory Stoneman Douglas. They came 
to Washington with one message: for 
Congress to take action now on gun vi-
olence. 

Action doesn’t mean holding mo-
ments of silence. Action doesn’t mean 
tweeting thoughts and prayers. Action 
means passing meaningful legislation, 
like the overwhelming majority of 
Americans are pleading with us to do. 

We should start by banning weapons 
of war, like the AR–15 and high-capac-
ity magazines. We should allow the 
CDC to once again research the causes 
of gun violence that can better protect 
our communities. And we should also 
act to pass legislation to require uni-
versal background checks. 

Yesterday, Democrats filed a motion 
to force a vote on universal back-
ground checks. Not a single Republican 
has signed on to the motion. I implore 
my Republican colleagues to sign up to 
call for action because inaction means 
that more people will die and more 
families will grieve and our students 
will continue to feel unsafe. 
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HONORING BILLY GRAHAM 

(Mr. ALLEN asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. ALLEN. Mr. Speaker, it is my 
privilege today to rise to honor the life 
of America’s pastor. Last week we 

mourned the loss of Reverend Billy 
Graham, who passed away at the age of 
99 in his beloved home of North Caro-
lina. 

As one of the most influential pas-
tors of the 20th century, Reverend Gra-
ham traveled the world to spread the 
gospel of Jesus Christ to millions of 
people. In fact, he preached to more 
people than anyone who has ever lived. 

As a young man, I have very fond 
memories of my family all coming to-
gether to sit in front of the television 
to watch Reverend Graham’s crusades. 
His message of God’s love, mercy, for-
giveness, and justice deeply influenced 
not only me but also many in our Na-
tion’s history. In today’s day and age, 
we desperately need another Billy Gra-
ham to give hope to a deceived, con-
fused, and hopeless populace. 

Reverend Graham preached the 
truth. He lived it. And we know that 
the truth will set us free. But more im-
portantly, Billy Graham has heard the 
words from the Savior of the world: 
Well done, my good and faithful serv-
ant. 

Billy Graham will be sorely missed, 
but his memory will live on in the 
hearts and minds of those millions of 
people he helped. And as Billy Graham 
would say, all glory be to God. 
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NATIONAL ANTI-HUNGER WEEK 

(Ms. DELAURO asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Speaker, this is 
National Anti-Hunger Week. The 
United States is the richest nation on 
Earth. We are a land of abundance. And 
yet millions of people in our country 
go to bed hungry every single night. 

They are called food insecure, but 
what it is is that they are hungry, and 
programs like the food stamp program, 
the SNAP program, have enjoyed bi-
partisan support for decades because 
great leaders, people like George 
McGovern, Bob Dole, Ted Kennedy, 
Jack Kennedy, and people like Jake 
Javits, said that we have a moral obli-
gation to combat hunger in the United 
States. 

What we need to do is to strengthen 
the SNAP program, not sabotage it. 
This administration’s new proposals to 
implement strict work requirements 
are a thinly veiled attempt to throw 
people off of the program. 

The vast majority of SNAP recipi-
ents already work if they can. USDA’s 
most recent data shows that work 
rates have been increasing year after 
year. 

The food box proposal is an attack on 
the dignity of the families that have 
fallen on hard times. Undermining 
SNAP will not eradicate hunger. It 
throws many Americans into deep pov-
erty and desperation at times when 
they need support the most. 

Food insecurity affects veterans, 
working families, children, workers, 
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