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name was inspired by a popular poem
by Oliver Goldsmith that begins with
this line: ‘“‘Sweet Auburn! Loveliest vil-
lage of the plain.”

With the mighty Androscoggin River
providing power, Auburn soon was
home to many lumber, grain, and tex-
tile mills. When the factory system of
shoe manufacturing was developed
there, the people of Auburn formed a
skilled and dedicated workforce that
built a great Maine industry. The fac-
tories attracted many French-Cana-
dian immigrants, whose culture con-
tinues to enliven the city. The pros-
perity produced by hard work and de-
termination was invested in schools
and churches to create a true commu-
nity.

On February 12, 1868, the fast-grow-
ing community incorporated as the
city of Auburn. Together with Lewis-
ton across the Androscoggin River, an
economic powerhouse was created and
the cities of the Androscoggin today
form Maine’s second most populated
municipal region.

The decline of traditional industries
in the 20th century posed a great chal-
lenge. Auburn’s response is described in
words etched into the walls of Auburn
Hall, a Latin phrase that translates to
“No Steps Backward.” Auburn is a
community that was built by the
power of a great river. Now, the power
of community is building a new future
on that river with new economic oppor-
tunities, wonderful food, vibrant arts
and entertainment, and exciting recre-
ation. Auburn cherishes its history as
it continues to move forward.

Auburn is a city of compassionate,
involved people. It is home to the Good
Shepherd Food Bank, the largest hun-
ger relief organization in Maine. The
Auburn Police Activities League,
which provides educational and ath-
letic opportunities to children and
teens after school and during the sum-
mer, is an outstanding example of pub-
lic officials and committed citizens
joining together to change lives today
to create the leaders of tomorrow. It is
the hometown of a role model for all
leaders, former Senator Olympia
Snowe. The energy and planning that
are going into Auburn’s 150th anniver-
sary celebration demonstrate the pride
residents have in their city.

The celebration of the city of Au-
burn’s 150th anniversary is not merely
about the passing of time. It is about
human accomplishment. We celebrate
the people who, from the dawn of our
Nation to our time, have pulled to-
gether, cared for one another, and built
a great community. Thanks to those
who came before, Auburn, ME, has a
wonderful history. Thanks to those
there today, it has a bright future.

———

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS

26TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE
GLUCKSMAN IRELAND HOUSE OF
NYU

e Mr. BLUMENTHAL. Mr. President,

today I wish to recognize the
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Glucksman Ireland House of NYU as
they celebrate 25 years of dedication to
the promotion of Irish studies and pro-
viding a valuable, vibrant center for
the appreciation and understanding of
Irish and Irish-American culture and
scholarship.

Established in 1993, the Glucksman
Ireland House strives to form enrich-
ing, comprehensive connections to
Irish and Irish-American culture for
students at New York University and
other members of the community. The
house uses an integrated approach that
combines academic curricula for under-
graduates and graduate students with
an impressive array of public program-
ming.

For a quarter of a century, the
Glucksman Ireland House has earned
its status as the hub for one of the
world’s top-ranked academic Irish
Studies programs. Boasting a faculty
that specializes in Irish and Irish-
American language, cultural studies,
literature, history, and music, the
house proudly hosts lectures, concerts,
and other stimulating events, often
headed by notable guests with personal
expertise on a wide range of Irish top-
ics.

This month, the house will celebrate
its milestone anniversary at its annual
gala, where it will honor Pulitzer
Prize-winning poet Paul Muldoon and
entrepreneur Carl Shanahan. This
yvear’s gala focuses on Irish-Jewish
themes, in a tribute to Loretta Bren-
nan Glucksman and the late Lewis L.
Glucksman, whose joint vision helped
transform the house into the lasting
institution it is today. Lew strongly
believed the ethnic and immigrant ex-
perience is universal and strongly sup-
ported the open cultural exchange that
occurs so often at the house.

The Glucksman Ireland House con-
tinues to build a distinguished legacy
as a key forum for discussion and
learning, starting relevant conversa-
tions, and commemorating rich his-
tories. I applaud their numerous ac-
complishments and hope my colleagues
will join me in congratulating the
Glucksman Ireland House of NYU on
their 25 years of education, awareness,
and community.e

————————

REMEMBERING FONG GAY LEON
wU

e Ms. DUCKWORTH. Mr. President,
today I wish to pay tribute to the re-
markable life of Fong Gay Leon Wu,
who passed away peacefully on Janu-
ary 24, 2018.

Fong Gay Leon Wu was born in a vil-
lage in Guangdong, China, in the early
1920s. She was the first female in her
large extended family to finish her sec-
ondary education. This was not a com-
mon practice in China in those days be-
cause girls were not generally allowed
to go to school.

Subsequently, she married Yung Chi
and settled to care for her new family
during very turbulent times in China.
She survived the Chinese civil war and
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the rise of the Communist Party. In
1949, her new family was facing increas-
ingly belligerent villagers. Motivated
by the presence of imminent danger to
her family and armed with courage,
strength, and ingenuity, she led her in-
fant daughter and mother-in-law out of
their fratricidal home village in the
early days of communism in China,
narrowly escaping death. Fong Gay and
her family fled Guangdong to a safe
haven in Hong Kong, where they were
protected by family and friends, until
she was able to rejoin her husband and
start a new life in Santiago de Cuba. In
her new home in Cuba, she gave birth
to her second daughter.

Shortly after the Cuban Revolution
succeeded in 1959, she recognized signs
of communism in the early days of Cas-
tro’s Cuba and once again planned her
family’s escape from a communist re-
gime. With her family in tow, Fong
Gay Leon Wu arrived to the United
States.

Her indomitable spirit, her strength,
and her courage, which she has shown
throughout her life, helped the family
forge a new life here in the United
States. Twice in her life, she had to
start all over again, with little or noth-
ing but the clothes on her back. Al-
though raised as a child of privilege,
Fong Gay was not afraid of hard work
and challenges. She was dedicated to
the ideals of America, most impor-
tantly to the importance of freedom,
because she experienced firsthand what
it meant to live under a regime that
limited freedom. In those early days
after she arrived with her family in the
United States, even though she could
not speak English, she helped supple-
ment the family income by helping
with a family business startup in Chi-
cago and later by working in the gar-
ment industry in New York City’s
Chinatown.

After overcoming countless hardships
and challenges throughout her life,
Fong Gay never lost her big heart. Her
love for her family and courage on
their behalf has set an example for us
all and especially for her daughters and
granddaughters, each of whom has fol-
lowed her lead and committed herself
to a life and career of service. Her spir-
it and warmth will be missed.e

———
TRIBUTE TO DR. LARRY BOWMAN

e Mr. GRAHAM. Mr. President, it is an
honor to recognize Dr. Larry Bowman
of Seneca, SC, as he throttles back his
duties as director of orthopedic sports
medicine for Clemson University’s
football team.

Larry completed his undergraduate
education at West Virginia University
before earning his masters in bio-
engineering at Clemson University.
Following an internship at the William
Beaumont Army Medical Center, Larry
served our country as a flight surgeon
in the U.S. Army at Fort Lewis, WA.
He returned to the Palmetto State to
earn his medical degree at the Medical
University of South Carolina College of
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