December 21, 2017

NOMINATIONS DISCHARGED
Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Environment and Public Works Committee
be discharged from consideration of
and the Senate proceed to the en bloc
consideration of the following nominations: PN1035, PN1036, PN1037, PN1038,
and PN1172.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
The clerk will report the nominations en bloc.
The senior assistant legislative clerk
read the nominations of Kenneth E.
Allen, of Kentucky, to be a Member of
the Board of Directors of the Tennessee
Valley Authority for a term expiring
May 18, 2021; A.D. Frazier, of Georgia,
to be a Member of the Board of Directors of the Tennessee Valley Authority
for a term expiring May 18, 2022; Jeffrey Smith, of Tennessee, to be a Member of the Board of Directors of the
Tennessee Valley Authority for a term
expiring May 18, 2022; James R. Thompson III, of Alabama, to be a Member of
the Board of Directors of the Tennessee
Valley Authority for a term expiring
May 18, 2021; and Christopher Caldwell,
of Arkansas, to be Federal Cochairperson, Delta Regional Authority.
Thereupon, the Senate proceeded to
consider the nominations en bloc.
Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Senate vote on the nominations en bloc
with no intervening action or debate;
that if confirmed, the motions to reconsider be considered made and laid
upon the table en bloc; that the President be immediately notified of the
Senate’s action; that no further motions be in order, and that any statements relating to the nominations be
printed in the RECORD.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
The question is, Will the Senate advise and consent to the Allen, Frazier,
Smith, Thompson, and Caldwell nominations en bloc?
The nominations were confirmed en
bloc.
f

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR
Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Senate proceed to the en bloc consideration of the following nominations: Executive Calendar Nos. 502, 554, 556, 559,
and PN1196.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
The clerk will report the nominations en bloc.
The senior assistant legislative clerk
read the nominations of Katherine
Brunett McGuire, of Virginia, to be an
Assistant Secretary of Labor; Kate S.
O’Scannlain, of Maryland, to be Solicitor for the Department of Labor; Preston Rutledge, of the District of Columbia, to be an Assistant Secretary of
Labor; Johnny Collett, of Kentucky, to
be Assistant Secretary for Special Edu-
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cation and Rehabilitative Services, Department of Education; and Douglas
Webster, of Virginia, to be Chief Financial Officer, Department of Education.
Thereupon, the Senate proceeded to
consider the nominations en bloc.
Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Senate vote on the nominations en bloc
with no intervening action or debate;
that if confirmed, the motions to reconsider be considered made and laid
upon the table en bloc; that the President be immediately notified of the
Senate’s action; that no further motions be in order; and that any statements relating to the nominations be
printed in the RECORD.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
The question is, Will the Senate advise and consent to the McGuire,
O’Scannlain, Rutledge, Collett, and
Webster nominations en bloc?
The nominations were confirmed en
bloc.
f

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR
Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Senate proceed to the consideration of the
following nomination: PN1109.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
The clerk will report the nomination.
The senior assistant legislative clerk
read the nomination of Jon J.
Rychalski, of Montana, to be Chief Financial Officer, Department of Veterans Affairs.
Thereupon, the Senate proceeded to
consider the nomination.
Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Senate vote on the nomination with no intervening action or debate; that if confirmed, the motion to reconsider be
considered made and laid upon the
table; that the President be immediately notified of the Senate’s action;
that no further motions be in order;
and that any statements relating to
the nomination be printed in the
RECORD.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
The question is, Will the Senate advise and consent to the Rychalski nomination?
The nomination was confirmed.
f

LEGISLATIVE SESSION
MORNING BUSINESS
Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Senate proceed to legislative session for a
period of morning business, with Senators permitted to speak therein for up
to 10 minutes each.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
f

TRIBUTE TO HEATHER GOOZE
Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I would
like to take a moment to acknowledge
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an extraordinary woman from my
home State of Illinois.
Heather Gooze lives in Nevada now,
but she grew up in the Chicago area.
She is a survivor of the worst mass
shooting in modern American history.
On October 1, she was working as a bartender at the Route 91 Harvest Festival
in Las Vegas. She was there when a
gunman with his own private arsenal
rained down gunfire from a high-rise
hotel, murdering 58 innocent people
and injuring more than 500 others.
Ms. Gooze testified at a recent Senate Judiciary Committee hearing on
‘‘bump stocks,’’ the $200 accessory that
the Las Vegas gunman used to make
his assault rifles fire almost as fast as
a machine gun.
When she heard the first round of
shots, Heather thought it might have
been fireworks, but suddenly people
were running in every direction. Some
were shot; many were covered in blood.
Heather directed wounded and frightened people to an exit. With about 20
other people, she then pushed down a
fence to make it easier for people to escape the gunfire.
She could have run to safety herself.
Instead, she went back to the bar to
try to help people who had been shot
and lay wounded on the ground.
One young man had been shot in the
head. Heather held a jean jacket to his
wound to try to staunch the bleeding.
When she dropped the jacket, she used
her fingers to try to plug the hole in
the young man’s head. He died the next
day.
She then saw three men trying to
move another badly injured man using
a metal ladder as a stretcher. Heather
reached out to grab a corner of the ladder and help lift it. The young man on
the ladder grabbed her hand, squeezed
it lightly, and then let go—dead.
Heather looked around, saw other
dead bodies lying alone, and decided
that she would not leave that young
man alone like that.
She stayed with his body for hours,
until 3:30 in the morning.
When his cell phone rang, she answered. She told the young man’s
mother that her only child had died.
The young man’s girlfriend had escaped
the killing field to the safety of a nearby hotel. Heather told her that young
woman that the love of her life was
gone, but Heather would stay with him
and learn for the family where his body
would be taken.
At the recent hearing, Heather said
that horrific night in Las Vegas made
her part of a growing, grieving ‘‘family’’ she had hoped never to join: the
American family of survivors and victims of mass shootings.
She said that she has asked herself
many times in the days after the
shooting why she stayed and risked her
life for young men she didn’t know and
for their grieving families. She said the
only answer she could come up with
was that she hoped that someone would
do the same for her and not leave her
alone in the midst of a massacre.
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