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$1.5 trillion hole in our Federal deficit, 
we know what will come next: savage 
attacks on Social Security as well as 
Medicaid and Medicare. This assault on 
healthcare doesn’t end with these pro-
grams. The repeal of the Affordable 
Care Act’s individual mandate will 
raise premiums and eventually lead to 
$13 million—13 million—more unin-
sured Americans. 

Republicans are sabotaging these 
critical programs that provide care to 
the most vulnerable Americans so 
those at the top can avoid paying their 
fair share. 

What corporations benefit the most? 
There is a very simple answer. The 
ones that benefit the most with foreign 
cash that will be distributed almost 
certainly to their shareholders and to 
their CEOs are listed right here. In the 
red is the foreign cash, and the total is 
listed as well. They are the ones who 
are going to benefit. Apple has been 
singled out as the single largest bene-
ficiary, but many other corporations 
around the country will benefit as well. 

The picture that I think was most 
powerful in assessing how these cor-
porations will use this money occurred 
when the President’s chief economic 
adviser asked a room of CEOs: How 
many of you will spend these addi-
tional resources on creating jobs? 
There were no more than a few hands 
raised in that room. This money will 
go to shareholders. 

These corporations have zero incen-
tive to provide new jobs if there is no 
increase in demand and sales. The fail-
ure to provide real tax cuts—real bene-
fits to middle-class families and to our 
working families—means that sales 
and demand will not lead to more jobs 
because there will be no increase in de-
mand with the crumbs and pittance tax 
cuts that are complicated. 

So Republicans, let me say finally, 
are borrowing $1.5 trillion, and they 
are putting it on a credit card. 

Sometimes pictures are worth a 
thousand words. Here is the ‘‘American 
Excess’’ tax scam card. It will not buy 
you much because it is debt. With sin-
cere apologies to American Express, 
the ‘‘American Excess’’ tax scam card 
can be used by our children—my chil-
dren and your children—as a symbol of 
what they are losing in opportunity 
costs, including the roads and bridges 
and rail that remain unrepaired; the 
new schools and airports that are un-
built; the national defense that be-
comes far less adequate because the in-
vestment can’t be made; the govern-
ment programs, whether it is Medicare, 
Social Security, Medicaid that are in 
peril—deeply in jeopardy because of 
this tax scam—and positive train con-
trol that can save lives and could have 
saved lives, in fact, in Tacoma when 
that train was traveling 80 miles an 
hour when the speed limit was 30. 
These opportunity costs are real. The 
choices to incur them are moral, and 
the debt that will have to be paid by 
future generations is equally real, and 
it is immoral. 

Thank you. 
I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Connecticut. 
f 

HEALTHCARE AND DACA 
Mr. MURPHY. Mr. President, when 

you are the father of a 9-year-old and a 
6-year-old during the holiday season, 
you spend an awful lot of time reading 
holiday stories, you spend an awful lot 
of time watching Christmas specials 
and Christmas movies on TV, and it is 
wonderful. I love it. I love getting to 
relive my childhood through the eyes 
of my kids. 

If you remember all of these stories 
and specials, there is a familiar theme 
that runs through them, and it is a 
really nice theme for kids to hear. The 
basic idea in many of these stories is 
that Christmas, Hanukkah, the holi-
days we celebrate today, aren’t about 
pageantry, and they aren’t about pomp 
and circumstance or the presents or 
material things; it is really about cele-
brating each other. It is about sort of 
understanding what is important to us 
and who is important to us and using 
this little break we get at the end of 
the year to spend time with each other. 

My youngest’s favorite of all of these 
stories and specials is the iconic Doc-
tor Seuss poem about the Grinch. It 
ends like this: 
He hadn’t stopped Christmas from coming! It 

came! 
Somehow or another it came just the same! 
And the Grinch, with his Grinch-feet ice-cold 

in the snow, stood puzzling and puz-
zling: ‘‘How could it be so?’’ 

‘‘It came without ribbons! It came without 
tags!’’ 

‘‘It came without packages, boxes or bags!’’ 
And he puzzled three hours, ’til his puzzler 

was sore. 
Then the Grinch thought of something he 

hadn’t before! 
‘‘Maybe Christmas,’’ he thought, ‘‘doesn’t 

come from a store.’’ 
‘‘Maybe Christmas, perhaps, means a little 

bit more!’’ 

Maybe it is the most famous of all of 
the passages from Christmas stories ex-
plaining that premise; that this time of 
the year is a time in which we think 
about each other. 

I hope we do that in the Senate and 
in the House over the coming days be-
fore we wrap up for the year because as 
we approach the Christmas season and 
as creatures of good fortune—those of 
us who get to serve in the U.S. Sen-
ate—as we begin to prepare to go home 
and share time with our family and our 
loved ones, we need to think about the 
crisis many families are in today and 
will be in over the holiday season if we 
don’t choose to do some basic things 
here, attached to our responsibility as 
U.S. Senators. 

We need to think about the position 
we are going to put people in because 
of our inability to act and to pass legis-
lation that, prior to this holiday sea-
son, seemed relatively noncontrover-
sial. 

Christmas is about celebrating our 
love for one another. If we really do be-

lieve in brotherhood—if we really do 
believe that our role as U.S. Senators 
is to try to lift people up around us— 
then we need to understand that the 
debates around health center funding 
or the Children’s Health Insurance Pro-
gram or the status of children who 
were brought here by their parents at a 
very young age from another country 
aren’t about politics. They are not 
about scoring political points. They are 
about people and what we will do to 
people as we head into the holiday sea-
son. 

Adrianna Bigard is a single mom 
from Hamden, CT. For her, the CHIP 
program has been a lifesaver. She is 
doing everything we would ask a young 
woman to do. She received her master’s 
degree in public relations from 
Quinnipiac University. She is now 
working as a public relations spe-
cialist. She has a young son—a 6-year- 
old, Carter—and she is a single mom. 
She gets a paycheck every week, but it 
goes out as quickly as it comes in. She 
is one of the millions of Americans who 
are working, who are playing by the 
rules but are living paycheck to pay-
check. 

She gets insurance through her em-
ployer, but when she was told how 
much it would cost to add her son to 
her coverage, she simply could not af-
ford it. She literally did not have the 
money in her monthly paycheck to be 
able to pay for gas and for groceries, 
for rent and for coverage for her son. 
So the CHIP program was a lifesaver 
for her. 

Her son now is enrolled in what we 
call HUSKY B in Connecticut, which is 
the name we use for our CHIP program. 
Without it, she says, things would dra-
matically change. If HUSKY goes 
away—if CHIP goes away—once all 
benefits, taxes, et cetera, are paid, I 
will not have enough money left in my 
paycheck to pay my rent. 

That is what is consuming her this 
holiday season. 

She just got a notice from the State 
of Connecticut telling her that on Jan-
uary 31, her son Carter will lose 
healthcare insurance, meaning on Jan-
uary 31, Adrianna will not have enough 
money to pay for her rent or she will 
have to leave her son uninsured. That 
will be her choice come January 31. 
That is a pretty terrible, awful way for 
her to spend her holiday season. 

In northeastern Connecticut, I heard 
from a woman who works in homeless-
ness, and she was telling an inspiring 
story of a gentleman who had been liv-
ing the last 3 months in a tent and suf-
fering deeply from severe joint pain, fe-
vers, and weakness, and had no access 
to healthcare until he was connected 
with the local community health cen-
ter. That local community health cen-
ter was able to get him in for care to 
stabilize him and potentially save his 
life. Yet that community health cen-
ter—it is called Generations, and it 
serves thousands of people in north-
eastern Connecticut—will lose 70 per-
cent of its funding next year. 
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On January 1, many health centers in 

Connecticut will lose more than half of 
their funding, and they will shut their 
doors to thousands and thousands of 
people like this man who wouldn’t re-
ceive healthcare but for community 
health centers. 

In rural America, the slashing of 
community health center funding will 
be absolutely devastating because 
sometimes it is these health centers 
that are the only way for people to get 
care, particularly mental health care 
and addiction. Community health cen-
ter patients are spending this holiday 
season trying to digest the news that 
they may be shut out from their psy-
chiatrists. They may no longer be able 
to see their child’s primary care doctor 
come January 1. A 70-percent cut is not 
something you can manage with effi-
ciencies; it means an elimination of 
services. 

Faye is from Norwalk, CT. She came 
to this country when she was 11. She 
now has DACA status. She, like so 
many other Dreamers, has done every-
thing we asked. Faye went to school. 
She got an advanced degree. She is now 
holding down two jobs—one of them as 
a radiology scheduler, working in our 
healthcare system. She is working two 
jobs because she wants to have access 
to the American dream of home owner-
ship, and she is saving and saving so 
that she can buy a house. Now she is 
faced with being deported to a country 
that she doesn’t recognize. She has 
been in the United States for 19 years. 
She lived in Connecticut for 16 years. 
She is spending her holiday season—as 
are the other 800,000 DACA recipients 
in this country—fearing that her life as 
she knows it is going to end at the be-
ginning of next year. 

Christmas, the holiday season, is not 
about presents. It is not about those 
Christmas specials. It is about people. 
It is about recommitting ourselves to 
this uniquely American notion that we 
are all in this together and that we are 
weaker as a whole if individuals who 
live amongst us are in crisis, especially 
individuals who have done everything 
we have asked and have played by the 
rules. That is Adrianna and Faye—peo-
ple who are going to have something 
taken from them and their loved ones 
and are going to be put into crisis be-
cause we will not do our job. 

By the end of this week, we have to 
protect these Dreamers, we have to 
provide a permanent extension for 
health center funding, and we have to 
provide a permanent extension for chil-
dren’s healthcare insurance funding be-
cause it is our job and also because it 
is cruel to send all of these millions of 
families into the holidays with that 
kind of anxiety while we all sit around 
our holiday tables safe and sound. 

My kids remind me over and over 
again about what they learned from 
these Christmas specials. Christmas 
isn’t about the presents. It is not about 
the trees. It is not about the decora-
tions. The holidays are about our com-
mitment to one another. We can re-up 

on that commitment this week by 
doing the right thing. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Arkansas is recognized. 
f 

RECOGNIZING THE COMMIS-
SIONING OF THE USS ‘‘LITTLE 
ROCK’’ 

Mr. BOOZMAN. Mr. President, I rise 
today to recognize the commissioning 
of the USS Little Rock, a Freedom-class 
littoral combat ship. I was proud to 
celebrate this historic occasion with 
all who gathered for the commissioning 
in Buffalo, NY, this past weekend. 

It is an honor to have one of the 
Navy’s more versatile warships named 
after our State’s capital city. The USS 
Little Rock’s logo features one of the 
most recognizable images associated 
with Arkansas—the Razorback. The 
University of Arkansas football team 
was given the nickname after the head 
coach at the time said the team played 
like a bunch of razorback hogs. I am 
confident this crew, known as the 
Warhawgs, will carry on that same 
work ethic. It has been more than four 
decades since the Navy had a ship 
named after the city of Little Rock, 
and we are thrilled that it will again be 
represented in the Navy’s fleet. 

Saturday marked the first time in 
the history of the Navy that a ship was 
commissioned alongside her namesake. 
This special occasion brought together 
members of the original USS Little 
Rock and those like LT Robert Dyer 
from Mountainburg, AK, who is a mem-
ber of the current crew. 

During its time as a light cruiser and 
then as a guided missile cruiser, the 
original USS Little Rock and its crew 
were vital to defeating the growing 
threats of its time. The new USS Little 
Rock is just as critical to our Navy’s 
sea power. This ship and the strength 
and resolve of the Warhawg crew are 
the future of the Navy, offering unique 
capabilities to defend against evolving 
threats around the globe. 

There are things this Chamber and 
our colleagues in the House of Rep-
resentatives can do to ensure that the 
Navy has the resources to stay ahead of 
the threats our adversaries pose to us 
and our allies, and that begins with 
passing individual appropriations bills. 
As Congress continues discussions for 
fiscal year 2018 funding, it serves as a 
reminder that continuing resolutions 
are an inefficient method to keep the 
government operating. We should be 
approving individual appropriations 
bills instead of relying on continuing 
resolutions. 

The starts and stops in the budgeting 
process impact the Defense Depart-
ment and the Navy significantly. They 
certainly slow down the already long 
timetable to achieve the goal of a 355- 
ship fleet. Continuing resolutions nega-
tively impact our military ratings and 
take our eyes off the focus of elimi-
nating wasteful spending. They hinder 
our Navy’s leaders’ ability to plan and 

purchase equipment in support of its 
missions. They restrict the Navy from 
starting new programs or eliminating 
old and unneeded ones. 

Earlier this month, Navy Secretary 
Spencer said the service wasted $4 bil-
lion since 2011 because of continuing 
resolutions. This could have gone a 
long way toward growing our fleet. In-
stead, it is gone. A continuing resolu-
tion means that the Navy is operating 
on the previous year’s budget level and 
last year’s priorities. It means delays 
in shipbuilding and ship repair. It also 
means reducing training opportunities, 
flying hours, and steaming days. That 
forces more requirements onto the 
operational fleet, which is already 
stretched thin after decades of con-
stant worldwide deployment. Secretary 
of Defense James Mattis has said that 
the longer the continuing resolution, 
the greater the consequences for our 
force. 

Funding the government is the basic 
responsibility of Washington. It is an 
obligation that my colleagues and I on 
the Senate Appropriations Committee 
take very seriously as we craft the ap-
propriations bills, set priorities, and 
make difficult decisions on how to 
spend taxpayer dollars. 

We must return to a process in which 
we debate and pass annual spending 
bills in order to provide much needed 
predictability to our military leaders, 
as well as other agencies of govern-
ment. We can make this happen by re-
turning to regular order and passing 
individual appropriations bills. I can’t 
say that enough. We owe it to our serv-
icemembers, their families, and all 
Americans. We owe it to the crew of 
the USS Little Rock. 

Admittedly, Little Rock is not the 
first place most people think of when 
you mention the Navy. Our State 
doesn’t border an ocean. But now the 
State capital will once again have a 
place on the high seas. This is a tre-
mendous honor for the city of Little 
Rock, and I know the ship and its crew 
will make Arkansas proud. 

I suggest the absence of a quorum. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will call the roll. 
The bill clerk proceeded to call the 

roll. 
Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

RECOGNITION OF THE MINORITY 
LEADER 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
Democratic leader is recognized. 

f 

FUNDING THE GOVERNMENT 

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, the 
clock is ticking ever closer to the end 
of the year. We still need to fund the 
government by Friday. We still need to 
lift the spending caps equally for de-
fense and urgent domestic priorities, 
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