
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE S8077 December 19, 2017 
giving up everything and leaving it be-
hind in their mother country of Lith-
uania to try a new country called the 
United States of America. That story 
has been repeated millions of times, 
and thank goodness it has. They not 
only brought strong backs and strong 
minds, but they brought with them a 
part of their DNA, which was a DNA of 
culture, courage, and determination, 
and I think that is part of who we are 
as Americans—and proud to be. 

Let me tell you the story of one of 
these Dreamers, as I call them, or 
DACA young people. All of my speeches 
notwithstanding, these stories tell 
more about this situation than any-
thing I could possibly say. This is 
Maria Rocha. I have told stories of 
Dreamers on the floor; she is 101, I be-
lieve, of the list that I have given. She 
came to the United States at the age of 
3, brought from Mexico. Maria grew up 
in a rural town called Stonewall, TX. 
Her fondest memories of growing up in 
the Texas Hill Country include hay-
stack jumping, armadillo chasing, and 
fishing in a lake. Later in her child-
hood, Maria’s family moved to San An-
tonio. Maria was a very good student. 
She graduated from high school twelfth 
in her class. She played varsity soccer. 
She was recognized as a San Antonio 
Scholar Athlete of the Week during her 
junior year. At the same time, as she 
was going to school and playing soccer, 
she was working a job to help support 
herself and her family. 

Maria was accepted at the University 
of Texas at San Antonio. While en-
rolled as a full-time student, she kept 
right on working. In fact, she juggled 
three different jobs. She was a house-
keeper, a babysitter, and a personal as-
sistant. She had to come up with 
$40,000 out of pocket to pay for college 
education. She didn’t qualify for any 
Federal assistance because of her im-
migration status. So these young stu-
dents in college are working harder 
than many others just to make sure 
they succeed. 

In May of 2012, she graduated with a 
degree in interdisciplinary studies. 
After graduation, she decided to enter 
a program known as Teach For Amer-
ica. Almost everyone knows about this 
program, but they should know that 
this is a program in which college grad-
uates volunteer to teach in some of the 
most challenging schools across Amer-
ica. Maria was one of those. 

Today, Maria continues her career as 
a teacher. She teaches third grade in 
her hometown of San Antonio, TX. At 
the same time, she is pursuing a grad-
uate degree in education, once again 
with no Federal assistance, no Federal 
loans. Without DACA, Maria would not 
be able to work and could be deported 
immediately. When asked what would 
happen to her without DACA protec-
tion, which President Trump elimi-
nated as of March 5 next year, Maria 
only thinks of her students. Here is 
what she said: How are my students 
going to take it? What is going to hap-
pen to them? That is what scares me. 

Nationwide, there are 20,000 DACA 
recipients just like her. With Teach 
For America alone, 190 of these un-
documented students who have gone on 
to get degrees in college are teaching 
in the Teach For America Program. 
Currently, they are teaching 10,000 stu-
dents across 11 States, with one-third 
of them in the State of Texas. 

In a few weeks, Congress is going to 
face the reality of this DACA provision 
by President Trump coming into full 
effect. As of that day, she and others 
like her will start the clock ticking to 
lose their jobs, be legally unemploy-
able in America. 

Christmas is a special time of year 
for every family of Christian faith and 
those who observe it. It is a special 
time of year for my family. The real 
question though is, Can we leave this 
week, ignoring this issue? Can we go 
home and enjoy our Christmas without 
thinking for a moment of how young 
people like Maria may be facing their 
last Christmas in the United States of 
America? That is the reality of what 
she faces. So why don’t we face this 
issue? 

This is an empty Senate Chamber, 
which is usually the case, unfortu-
nately. I wish it were filled—filled with 
a healthy, fulsome debate on this issue. 
Let’s have our disagreements, bring 
them out. Let’s work out our com-
promises. Let’s do something that is 
really radical around here. Let’s come 
together and legislate—Democrats and 
Republicans. Let’s solve this problem. 
That is why we were elected, not to 
collect a paycheck and build a pension 
but to solve the problems facing Amer-
ica. This one is real, it is timely, and it 
is now. 

Maria Rocha and 780,000 other young 
people are counting on us to do some-
thing. Let’s not come up with excuses. 
Let’s come up with answers. 

I yield the floor and suggest the ab-
sence of a quorum. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will call the roll. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
proceeded to call the roll. 

Mr. BARRASSO. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 
STRANGE). Without objection, it is so 
ordered. 

f 

TAX CUTS AND JOBS BILL 

Mr. BARRASSO. Mr. President, as I 
come to the floor today, the Senate is 
approaching one of our most important 
votes, really, in years. The tax relief 
legislation that we will be voting on 
will be, I believe, great for America, 
great for the American people, and it 
will do a lot for the future of our great 
country. It has been a long process. 
There has been a lot of discussion, and 
there has been years of preparation 
waiting for today’s vote. 

The Finance Committee has held 
over 70 hearings on the subject over the 
last 6 years. When we were debating it 

on the floor, we had about 285 amend-
ments offered to this legislation. There 
have been a lot of changes over the 
past few weeks to include as many 
good ideas as possible. After all that, it 
is understandable that there may be 
some confusion about what the legisla-
tion does. I want to speak today about 
the various ways that this legislation 
is good for hard-working Americans, 
like the people in my home State of 
Wyoming. 

First, most people are going to pay 
lower tax rates. For a couple who 
makes between $19,000 and $77,000 a 
year, the rates are going to drop from 
15 percent to 12 percent. So a family 
might see their tax bill drop by more 
than $1,000 just from this one part of 
the Republican tax relief plan alone. 

The second thing I want to point out 
is that this legislation roughly doubles 
the standard deduction. It goes up to 
$12,000 for a single person who files and 
then to $24,000 for a married couple. 
Well, that is double. People will not 
have to pay Federal income tax on all 
of that money—none of it at all. It is a 
standard deduction of $24,000 for a fam-
ily. So if we combine that with the 
lower rates—the lower rates and the 
higher deduction—it is even more 
money that people are going to be able 
to keep of their own money. Instead of 
having Washington spend it, they can 
spend it. They are not going to be send-
ing it to Washington for someone else 
to spend it. 

Mr. President, you know as well as I 
do that people are much better deciders 
about how their money ought to be 
spent, and they get a better value for 
their money than when they send it to 
Washington for Washington to spend it, 
supposedly on their behalf. It is not 
only that. Their taxes might be a lot 
simpler to figure out come April 15. We 
have lower rates, a higher standard de-
duction, and now it is simpler to figure 
out on April 15. 

A lot of people are looking around 
trying to find deductions they can take 
and save a little money on their taxes. 
We have seen that for years—ways to 
find additional deductions. People save 
the receipts. Then they look at the re-
ceipts. They go through the box and 
find out what they spent, and how 
much they spent. They gather up their 
receipts and fill out extra forms. 

Under this tax relief plan, they can 
choose just to take this much higher 
standard deduction and not have to 
spend all that additional time looking 
through the shoe box of receipts trying 
to find something they may have 
spent. This is going to make tax filing 
a whole lot simpler for lots of Ameri-
cans. 

How many people are going to benefit 
from this? Today about 70 percent of 
people who fill out their tax form 
choose the standard deduction. Under 
this plan, which doubles the standard 
deduction, we expect that maybe even 
more than 9 out of 10 Americans are 
going to be able to use this simplified 
way of filling out the tax forms. They 
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are going to see that it is really a good 
deal for them personally, individually, 
for them and their families. 

Millions of people are going to save 
money and have an easier time filling 
out their tax form—their tax return— 
and they will save money. In the past, 
they had to pay somebody to prepare 
their taxes for them. They will not 
have to save the receipts and fill out 
the extra forms, and they will not have 
to worry that they are going to be au-
dited by the IRS for trying to keep 
more of their hard-earned money. They 
will be able to keep more of their 
money and use their time doing some-
thing else that they actually enjoy 
doing instead of filling out forms and 
sending money to the Federal Govern-
ment. 

That is another way Democrats are 
trying to confuse people. They want 
people to think tax relief is somehow 
taking away options. It is actually giv-
ing them more options. That is what 
we are seeing here. It is expanding the 
standard deduction that a lot of people 
already use, and many more people will 
be able to use it under the Republican 
plan. 

That brings me to another important 
point that I want to make about this 
tax reduction plan. We did work hard 
to keep a lot of the deductions that are 
important to some Americans. In some 
cases, we even made them better. For 
people who still come out ahead by 
itemizing their deductions—and there 
certainly will be some—there is an-
other way that they can keep more of 
their money. People can still take a de-
duction if they donate to charity. Peo-
ple can still save money on their re-
tirement savings through an IRA or a 
retirement plan at work. 

If someone has children, we actually 
double the tax credit they get to $2,000 
per child. They don’t even have to 
itemize their taxes to get that $2,000 
per child tax credit. It is just a straight 
tax cut on top of the other cuts they 
get under this Republican plan. They 
still get to set up an account to save 
for their children’s education, if they 
like. 

For people who have high medical ex-
penses, this tax relief plan actually 
saves them more money on their taxes 
than the old way. Republicans under-
stand that medical costs remain out of 
control in this country. There were a 
lot of policies that the Democrats and 
President Obama put in place that 
raised the cost of medical care for peo-
ple all across the country. Republicans 
are working hard at getting rid of 
those policies and bringing down the 
cost of care across the country. Until 
we get that completely done, this tax 
relief plan makes it easier for people to 
deduct their higher medical costs. 

So today someone can get tax relief 
if their medical expenses are more than 
10 percent of their income, under the 
old law. We drop that threshold to 7.5 
percent so that more people will qual-
ify. That gives people additional relief 
while we keep working on ways to re-
duce the cost of care. 

That brings me to another way that 
this tax relief legislation is going to 
save a lot of people money. The Repub-
lican plan effectively repeals—elimi-
nates—the ObamaCare individual man-
date tax. This was the outrageous tax 
penalty that made ObamaCare a man-
datory program by sending the IRS 
after someone if they didn’t have 
Washington-approved health insurance. 
You had to pay a tax. You had to pay 
a fine. People knew it was unpopular. 
It didn’t matter to President Obama 
and the Democrats. They took it all 
the way to the Supreme Court to force 
people to pay a fine, a tax—to force 
them to buy ObamaCare health insur-
ance, even though it wasn’t right for 
them or their family and they couldn’t 
afford it. 

It didn’t matter to the Democrats or 
President Obama. Oh no, you have to 
buy it. The insurance is too expensive. 
If you can’t buy it, if you can’t afford 
it, tough, pay the tax. 

We are eliminating that tax com-
pletely. In my home State of Wyoming, 
over 16,000 people ended up hit with 
that fine, hit with that tax. Over $6 
million was collected from the fine 
people in my State who couldn’t afford 
ObamaCare insurance. On average, this 
ObamaCare mandate tax is about $700. 
The legislation says that tax will, in 
the future, be zero. It takes ObamaCare 
from being a mandatory program to 
turning it into a voluntary program. 
More than 6 million people paid that 
tax in the United States this past year. 
These people will now get a tax break. 
Under the Republicans, they will see 
this, and it will affect their lives and 
give them more money to spend. 

It doesn’t take away anyone’s insur-
ance, as Democrats have claimed. It 
just says that nobody should have to 
pay an extra tax just because they de-
cide that overpriced ObamaCare insur-
ance isn’t right for them. 

So those are just some of the ways 
this Republican tax plan legislation is 
good for Americans. It saves people 
money. It saves them time. It gives 
them more freedom. Together, it is 
about $1.5 trillion in tax savings over 
the next 10 years. It is money that fam-
ilies, small businesses, and large em-
ployers will not have to send to Wash-
ington. They can use the money any 
way they want. 

It is interesting. Last week NANCY 
PELOSI was talking about this Repub-
lican tax relief plan. She said: 

This is who they are. This is what they 
came here to do. 

She probably meant it as an insult, 
but she stumbled upon the real dif-
ference between Republicans and 
Democrats like herself. Republicans 
believe in cutting people’s taxes and 
letting people keep more of their hard- 
earned money, because we believe 
hard-working Americans should be able 
to make the decisions about what 
money they save or they spend or they 
invest. It is their money. It is not the 
government’s money, which is the way 
NANCY PELOSI looks at all of this in 

terms of ways she can then grow the 
government. 

Republicans look at this and say: 
How can we give people more freedom? 

That is what this legislation does. It 
is very simple. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Connecticut. 

f 

TRAIN CRASH IN TACOMA, WASH-
INGTON, AND REPUBLICAN TAX 
PLAN 

Mr. BLUMENTHAL. Mr. President, a 
tax bill is a fiscal document. It is a 
legal document. It is also a moral docu-
ment. It involves choices, much as we 
make choices as families when we own 
a car that is unsafe or a house that has 
a front step that is about to collapse or 
when a college student needs money to 
pursue her education. A family can 
make choices. A parent can go to the 
casino and gamble and lose the money 
or spend it on luxuries that are unnec-
essary or unwise, and nations make 
those kinds of moral choices as well. 

This tax document is a moral docu-
ment. It involves choices. Will it make 
our country safer, rebuild our infra-
structure and our national defense or, 
instead, in effect, squander resources of 
$1.5 trillion or more on a giveaway to 
the very wealthiest in our country? It 
relates directly to the tragedy that 
this Nation experienced outside of Ta-
coma, WA, just yesterday. 

I want to extend, first of all, my 
thoughts and prayers to those families 
and loved ones who have suffered 
losses. The three deaths and injuries 
have taken their toll emotionally as 
well as physically. In these dark days, 
we are demanding answers. 

Unfortunately, the National Trans-
portation Safety Board is there, begin-
ning its investigation. We know now 
that the train apparently was traveling 
three times the limit on speed, 80 miles 
an hour in a 30-mile-an-hour zone. That 
fact is absolutely stunning and scan-
dalous, and the NTSB, no doubt, will 
present its results after its investiga-
tion. 

I call on the NTSB to finish that in-
vestigation as promptly and quickly as 
possible. As responsible an agency as it 
is, it often works much more slowly 
than taxpayers deserve. I call on it to 
produce its investigation, not in 
months or years but in days or weeks. 
We need to know the answers as to why 
this catastrophe occurred. We now 
know with certainty, apparently, that 
the train was traveling too fast. 

You may be forgiven for thinking it 
seems like deja vu. Didn’t that happen 
also in Spuyten Duyvil, where four peo-
ple were lost? Didn’t it happen in 
Philadelphia, where eight were killed 
in 2015? Yes, again, three people were 
killed yesterday. 

Three hundred people have been 
killed in these accidents since 1970, 
when the NTSB first recommended 
impementing this new technology. It 
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