E1714

Since 1999, Hanna Grade School has raised
more than $6,000. That amount is enough to
save more than 120 acres of rainforest.

Mr. Speaker, I'd like to recognize Hanna
Grade School for its outstanding hard work
and dedication to protecting the environment,
and thank its former and current students, par-
ents, and faculty for their devotion to making
the world a better place.

———
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Ms. SPEIER. Mr. Speaker, | rise to honor
Lori Liu who is leaving public service after four
years on the Brisbane City Council, the last
year as Mayor of this storied town near San
Francisco Bay. Lori’'s deep commitment to
public service is evident from her accomplish-
ments and contributions to her community.
She is a champion of education, children, the
arts, recreation, economic development and
the environment.

Lori was first elected to the council in 2013.
While on the council, she served on, or as
representative to, a number of organizations,
including the Association of Bay Area Govern-
ments, the Peninsula Clean Energy Board of
Directors, the County Library JPA, the coun-
ci's Economic Development Subcommittee,
the Health and Safety Subcommittee, the
League of California Cities, the liaison to the
Parks and Recreation Commission, the Airport
Community Roundtable, the Planning Com-
mission, the liaison to the Open Space and
Ecology Committee, the Community Choice
Energy Advisory Committee and many others.
You may justifiably surmise from this lengthy
list that Lori is well-versed in a variety of
issues affecting the residents of Brisbane and
the region.

Her leadership is notable as she tackled
one of the most longstanding opportunities
and challenges in the community: the
Baylands Project. Lori was indefatigable as
she conducted council meetings and listened
closely to the community through hours of dis-
cussions involving possible offices, open
space, housing, environmental cleanup and
restoration, and the overall concept of a sus-
tainable community. She carefully weighed the
impacts of this project on Brisbane and our re-
gion.

She was instrumental in laying the ground-
work to build a new library which will be con-
structed starting next year. Libraries are com-
munity spaces that connect generations and
nurture life-long learning. The Brisbane Library
will include a Maker’'s Space to spark the cre-
ativity of the next generation of innovators,
spaces for children and teens, a quiet study
area, an outdoor garden, a community center,
and the first public arts project triggered by a
city ordinance.

Lori has a long track record of working on
environmental issues. In fact, when she
moved to Brisbane in 2004, her very first vol-
unteer activity was to attend an Earth Day
clean up event. While on the council, she
helped to secure a grant to renovate Crocker
Park Trail. This funding will make the trail
more usable for bicyclists, joggers and parents
with strollers. It will also establish a safe pe-
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destrian and bike-friendly connection between
residential development at the Ridge and
Lipman Middle School. Due in part to Lori's
outstanding work, Brisbane received the Plat-
inum level Spotlight Award from the Institute
for Local Government for environmental lead-
ership and best practices. With her support,
the city signed up to have all municipal electric
accounts serviced by 100 percent renewable
energy.

Lori understands that a high quality of life
for residents depends on a healthy balance of
physical and financial security, education,
functioning infrastructure, clean air and clean
water, and recreation and entertainment. Life
without music and fun would not be complete,
so Lori supported the launch of two spectac-
ular, family-friendly community events, the Ma-
rina Kite Festival and the Star City Music Fes-
tival. The kite festival celebrated its first anni-
versary this June and the music festival will
have its premier in July next year.

Lori holds a B.A. from Tufts University and
a J.D. from Northwestern University School of
Law. She and her husband Raymond Liu live
in Brisbane with their two young children,
Samantha and Noah.

Mr. Speaker, | ask the House of Represent-
atives to rise with me to honor Lori Liu for her
exemplary service on the Brisbane City Coun-
cil. Her public service made Brisbane a better
place to live, work and visit. | personally regret
that she is leaving office and hope she will re-
turn to offer Brisbane her skills and talents in
addressing the issues facing her beloved city.
| have no doubt that Lori will continue to make
enormous contributions to any effort she un-
dertakes.

————————
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Mrs. BUSTOS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
congratulate Galesburg, lllinois for being
named a project winner for the 2017 Gov-
ermor's Hometown Award due to its out-
standing Galesburg Heart & Soul program.

The Galesburg Heart & Soul project is a
community revitalization and development ef-
fort, based on broad and vigorous resident
participation. The project’'s goal is to allow
residents to voice what they value most about
their town and encourage them to actively par-
ticipate in community development. The
project did this by collecting the input of
Galesburg Residents from all walks of life
through hosting multiple focus groups. Based
on their voices, an action plan was built in
order to guide all stakeholders to develop a
stronger, healthier, and more economically dy-
namic community for all.

The hard work and community collaboration
visible through the Galesburg Heart & Soul
project makes me especially proud to serve lI-
linois’ 17th Congressional District. Mr. Speak-
er, | would like to again formally congratulate
Galesburg, lllinois for being named a project
winner for the 2017 Governor's Hometown
Award.
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Friday, December 15, 2017

Mr. RENACCI. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
pay ftribute to the life of Charles Gilbert
Slepian. A veteran of the United States Army,
Charles dedicated his life to protecting and
serving his country.

Charles “Chic” Slepian was born and raised
in the South Bronx in New York, New York.
Charles was a loving husband to his wife Pa-
tricia Murray, dedicated father to his children
Jon and Keri from his marriage with Nita
Koval, and to Jenny and James from his mar-
riage to Jeanette Slepian. He was a caring
grandfather to his many grandchildren and
proud uncle to Michael and Mark Slepian, and
Lori Mulick.

A graduate of the City College of New York
and Fordham Law School, Charles had a rich
career as an educator and attorney. He
served as Deputy Commissioner to New York
City Mayor John Lindsay. Additionally, he
founded the Foreseeable Risk Analysis Center
to consult on various security protocols. As a
security consultant, Slepian was frequently
called upon by national media outlets to offer
his expert analysis on the improvement of se-
curity practices.

Mr. Speaker, it is my honor to recognize a
life so fully lived. Charles shared his energy
with those whom he worked and instilled his
values of sacrifice and service in his loved
ones. His son, James Slepian, served not only
as my chief of staff, but my confidant and
friend. | am grateful for the Slepian family’s
service to our country and ask my colleagues
in the House to join me in paying tribute to a
valued soldier and citizen, Charles Gilbert
Slepian.

———————

HONORING U.S. NATIONAL
GUARD’S 381ST BIRTHDAY

HON. J. FRENCH HILL
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Friday, December 15, 2017

Mr. HILL. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to honor
the men and women of the National Guard for
their 381 years of dedicated service and sac-
rifice to the defense of our nation.

On December 13, 1636, the first militia regi-
ments in North America were organized in
Massachusetts.

From deploying overseas in theaters of war,
to being activated by our nation’s governors in
times of natural disaster, the Guard has been
a critical component of our national security
strategy, and an integral part of America’s mili-
tary supremacy.

| extend my thanks to Arkansas’s Adjutant
General, Mark Berry, for his dedication and
leadership of Arkansas’s Guard.

Thank you to those Guardsmen who are
currently deployed overseas, including the Ar-
kansas Guardsmen currently deployed around
the world in Kosovo and Kuwait.

But most of all, thank you to those National
Guardsmen who have given the ultimate sac-
rifice in defense of our nation.
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