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Mr. BABIN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to rec-
ognize The Baytown Sun for its designation as
an official Texas State Historical Marker.

The Baytown Sun can trace its roots to the
weekly newspaper The Goose Creek Gasser,
established by Frank Boyer in 1919, two
months before construction began on the
Humble Oil & Refining Company’s Baytown
Refinery. The Gasser was created to serve
the rapidly growing tri-cities of Goose Creek,
Pelly, and Baytown, which evolved from oil
boom towns to a permeant community. In
1924, new ownership the paper’'s name to the
semi-weekly tribune, and again in 1929 to the
daily tribune, when it's circulation was around
4,500.

The financial strain of the great depression
led the owners of Goose Creek’s Tribune, The
Pelly Telegram, and Baytown’s Tri-Cities
News-Herald to merge into a single paper, the
Tri-Cities Sun, operating out of the Tribune’s
building. First published on July 19, 1931, it
was renamed The Daily Sun two years later.

Goose Creek, Pelly and Baytown consoli-
dated in 1948, and the paper, renamed The
Baytown Sun, became the sole daily news-
paper in the old tri-cities area. In 1949, the fa-
cility was greatly expanded, including a new
press and, for the first time an air conditioned
work space. That year, The Sun surpassed a
circulation of 8,000 and employed forty individ-
uals. In 1965 the sun moved to its current lo-
cation. The first papers printed at the new lo-
cation went out to more than 12,700 sub-
scribers.

Longtime Publishers and editors of the Sun
included  William Pendergraft, Robert
Matherne, Fred Hartman, and Preston
Pendergrass. Janie Gray has served as Pub-
lisher since 2010.

Since 1919, The Baytown Sun and its pred-
ecessors have primarily focused on the area’s
local news and history, while providing readers
with matters of state, national and international
importance. Today, The Baytown Sun covers
Southeast Harris County, Chambers County,
and Southeast Liberty County.

Mr. Speaker, it is my distinct honor to recog-
nize The Baytown Sun on its designation as a
Texas State Historical Marker.

———
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Mr. DANNY K. DAVIS of lllinois. Mr. Speak-
er, Tim Bradford graduated from Richard T.
Crane High School on the Westside of Chi-

cago where he was an outstanding athlete
and well-liked student. He secured a job at
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Western Electric before obtaining and rising to
a senior level position at Quaker Oats where
he worked for more than twenty-five years. He
later became a successful entrepreneur and
owned a dock fish feed franchise and had an
interest in a St. Louis based Miller Beer dis-
tributor-ship. Tim was passionate about life,
civic engagement and politics. He served as
commissioner and President of the Olympia
Fields Park District and Administrator of Rich
Township. Tim’s greatest legacy will be his
service to the community and helping those in
need is his passion, his mission. He was a
well-respected pillar of the community who
made sure that the south suburban community
of Cook County was never overlooked.

To say that he was immersed in politics
would be an understatement. Tim worked
around the clock and became known as the
Godfather of south suburban politics. He
served as vice chair for Cook County Demo-
crats, a Commissioner of the Metropolitan
Water Reclamation District, RichTownship
Committeeman, Rich Township Administrator,
Matteson Rotary Club, Olympia Fields Police
Board and countless other civic organizations,
boards and commissions. Notwithstanding all
of his external activities and affiliations, Tim
was totally devoted to his wife of 51 years,
Mary-Ann and all other members of the Brad-
ford clan, his mother, his brothers, his chil-
dren, grandchildren, nieces, nephews, other
family members and friends. Timothy (Tim)
Bradford was an extraordinary man filled with
boundless energy, a great mind and a heart
filled with love for his family and anyone that
he might meet.

Love is patient, love is kind, love is gen-
erous, love is Commissioner Timothy (Tim)
Bradford.
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Mr. KELLY of Mississippi. Mr. Speaker,
today | rise in memory of Army Staff Sergeant
(SSG) Robert Lee Love, Junior who paid the
ultimate sacrifice while defending our nation
on December 1, 2006, during Operation Iraqi
Freedom. SSG Love died from injuries he sus-
tained when an improvised explosive device
detanated near his vehicle during combat op-
erations in Ar Ramadi, Irag. SSG Love was
assigned to the 16th Engineer Battalion, 1st
Brigade Combat Team, 1st Armored Division,
Glessen, Germany.

According to the Associated Press, SSG
Love, a Livingston, Alabama native, graduated
from Livingston High School in 1996. Mary
Love, SSG Love’s mother, said he enlisted in
the Army following graduation and served in
the military a total of eight years. Prior to de-
ployment, SSG Love lived in Germany with his
wife, Army Staff Sergeant (SSG) Brianna K.
Love. The couple had a three-year-old daugh-
ter, Brianna. SSG Robert Love also had an
11-year-old daughter, Tanessa.

The Meridian Star newspaper interviewed
members of SSG Love’s family. Mary Love
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said her son was liked by everyone. “He was
a very sweet person who got along with every-
body,” Mary Love said. “Everybody loved him
and he loved everybody.” Robert Lee Love,
Senior, SSG Love’s father, said the loss of
their son was difficult. “It has been hard, but
we are holding up,” Mr. Love said.

Graveside services for SSG Love were held
on December 20, 2006 at the Pentecostal Me-
morial Gardens Cemetery in Russell, Mis-
sissippi. Elder Keith Tisdale and Bishop
Marcell Evins officiated the funeral. SSG Love
is survived by his wife, Brianna; his two
daughters, Brianna, and Tanessa; his father,
Robert L. Love, Senior; his mother, Mary
Love; his two sisters, Rickitta Thomas and
Evelyn Ford; and two brothers, Reginald Love
and Jeremy Love.

SSG Love proudly served America and
gave his life to protect the freedoms we all
enjoy.

———
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Mr. DUNCAN of Tennessee. Mr. Speaker,
In honor of Mrs. Johnnie Elizabeth
Hammontree Myers, | would like to celebrate
the amazing life she lived with my colleagues
and others.

Johnnie was a long time close, personal
friend to both me, and my father, Congress-
man John J. Duncan, Sr. There couldn’t have
been a stronger supporter of the Republican
cause.

Born in 1919, in Greenback, Tennessee,
Johnnie was brought up attending Pine Grove
Presbyterian Church where she would become
an elder, clerk, and life time member.

She volunteered her time in the community
as well. She was a past chair of the Loudon
County March of Dimes, president of the
Loudon County Republican Women, and was
the first female vice-chairman of the Loudon
County Republican Party.

She was a staunch, dedicated Republican,
but more importantly, she was a strong Chris-
tian and truly patriotic American.

When she wasn’t serving her church, or our
community, she was enjoying life to the fullest.

She cheered on the University of Ten-
nessee men’s basketball team as often as she
could with the season tickets she held since
1962.

She also loved to embark on trips to new
places including Hawaii, Alaska, Israel, and
Europe.

Johnnie is an example to us all to live life
each day with humility, compassion for others,
and grateful hearts. She will be greatly missed
by me, my family, and our community.

Mr. Speaker, this Nation is a better place
today because of the life that Johnnie Myers
led, and | hope that many people will read this
tribute  honoring one really outstanding
woman.
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