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Senate 
The Senate met at 10 a.m. and was 

called to order by the Honorable LU-
THER STRANGE, a Senator from the 
State of Alabama. 

f 

PRAYER 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Today’s 

prayer will be offered by Father Steven 
E. Boes, executive director of Boys 
Town in Boys Town, NE. 

The guest Chaplain offered the fol-
lowing prayer: 

Lord God, we recognize today, on 
Pearl Harbor Day, the sacrifices of 
those young men and women who gave 
their lives for their country. 

Lord God, in these troubled times of 
fires and floods and hurricanes and ter-
ror attacks and mass shootings, help us 
to rely on Your strength to envision 
and build a stronger and more secure 
America. Give us more visionaries like 
Father Edward Flanagan, who founded 
Boys Town on December 12, 100 years 
ago. Father Flanagan was an Irish im-
migrant who lived the American dream 
and taught us all that even the most 
troubled child could grow up to be a 
useful citizen if given half the chance. 
He saw the best in the kids whom oth-
ers rejected as useless. 

Help us but especially each of our 
Senators to see the best in those who 
have different political or social views 
so that we can, together, build an 
America that enables and calls forth 
the best in its citizens. 

Amen. 
f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
The Presiding Officer led the Pledge 

of Allegiance, as follows: 
I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 

United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

APPOINTMENT OF ACTING 
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will please read a communication 

to the Senate from the President pro 
tempore (Mr. HATCH). 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read the following letter: 

U.S. SENATE, 
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE, 

Washington, DC, December 7, 2017. 
To the Senate: 

Under the provisions of rule I, paragraph 3, 
of the Standing Rules of the Senate, I hereby 
appoint the Honorable LUTHER STRANGE, a 
Senator from the State of Alabama, to per-
form the duties of the Chair. 

ORRIN G. HATCH, 
President pro tempore. 

Mr. STRANGE thereupon assumed 
the Chair as Acting President pro tem-
pore. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The Senator from Nebraska. 

f 

WELCOMING THE GUEST 
CHAPLAIN 

Mrs. FISCHER. Mr. President, I rise 
today to thank Father Steven Boes 
from Boys Town for delivering our 
opening prayer this morning. The work 
he does to help at-risk youth across 
America is awe-inspiring, and I am 
proud to say that he is a Nebraskan. 

Boys Town is a special place, and it 
is located in the heart of our country. 
In the late 1910s, while ministering to 
the homeless of Omaha, Father Edward 
Joseph Flanagan became interested in 
young people and their struggles to 
grow into responsible, productive 
adults. He wanted to help them im-
prove their lives, and he soon founded 
Boys Town on December 12, 1917, as an 
orphanage for boys. 

A few years later, Father Flanagan 
purchased Overlook Farm on the out-
skirts of Omaha, which soon became 
known as the Village of Boys Town. He 
knew that children would thrive if 
given love, a home, and a purpose. His 
message that every child deserves a 
loving home and a chance to create a 
positive future for themselves is one 
that resonates across social bound-
aries. 

Today, Boys Town is one of the larg-
est nonprofits in the country, serving 
underprivileged and at-risk children. 
Father Boes’s leadership at Boys Town 
is a tribute to Father Flanagan’s mis-
sion to build better communities by 
promoting stronger families. For near-
ly 100 years, Boys Town has worked 
tirelessly to nurture troubled children 
and heal broken families. Every year, 
the organization helps more than 2 mil-
lion children and families across the 
United States. 

Boys Town also has a renowned 
school, which offers a year-round tradi-
tional academic curriculum that fo-
cuses on helping students, especially 
those who are behind in their school 
work. It helps children in difficult cir-
cumstances find success in the class-
room, as well as get back on track to-
ward graduation. 

The school’s motto echoes that of the 
organization as a whole: ‘‘He ain’t 
heavy, Father, he’s my brother.’’ I be-
lieve that motto is a great explanation 
of why we are celebrating Boys Town’s 
100th anniversary next week. For a 
century, through terrible depressions, 
horrible world wars, droughts, and 
snowstorms, Boys Town has served as a 
glimmer of hope for many who are 
looking for help. 

I don’t think Father Flanagan would 
be surprised to learn that Boys Town 
has grown to include 12 regional head-
quarters across our great Nation or 
that his charity really has become a 
jewel of the nonprofits. His outlook 
created a firm foundation for helping 
our communities, and it is one that Fa-
ther Boes continues to build on. 

That deserves to be celebrated. I am 
happy that on July 6, 2015, the Boys 
Town Centennial Commemorative Coin 
Act was signed into law. This bill au-
thorized the Secretary of the Treasury 
to mint five-dollar gold coins, one-dol-
lar silver coins, and half-dollar coins in 
honor of Boys Town’s 100th anniver-
sary. Adorned with designs and sayings 
that capture the spirit and mission of 
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