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So we have a conference call with 

Secretary Clinton’s attorneys on 
March 31, 2015, and on that very same 
day, her emails are deleted by someone 
who was on that conference call, using 
special BleachBit software. The emails 
were State Department records under 
subpoena by Congress. 

What did the FBI do to investigate 
this apparent obstruction? According 
to affidavits filed in Federal court, ab-
solutely nothing. The FBI focused only 
on the handling of classified informa-
tion. Maybe now we know why. 

Recently released FBI records show 
that by May 2, 2016, Mr. Comey sent 
around a draft of his statement exon-
erating Secretary Clinton. The FBI 
interview with Mr. Combetta hadn’t 
even happened yet. The exoneration 
statement was already in progress be-
fore the key witness had coughed up 
the truth about deleting Federal 
records under subpoena by Congress. 

Did the FBI look at obstruction in 
the Clinton case? Mr. Comey said the 
FBI looked very hard at obstruction, 
but that is hard to believe. Director 
Comey began drafting an exoneration 
statement in April or early May of 
2016. That is months before he publicly 
announced that he would not rec-
ommend charges on July 5, 2016. 

According to the testimony of senior 
FBI officials, Comey began drafting his 
statement early because the FBI knew 
where the investigation was headed. 
That is according to testimony of sen-
ior FBI officials. But at that point, the 
FBI had not yet interviewed 17 wit-
nesses. That ought to be understood. 
They hadn’t yet interviewed 17 wit-
nesses. And one of those witnesses—can 
you believe it—was Secretary Clinton. 
Others included her closest aides and 
associates. How can you possibly know 
where an investigation is headed with-
out interviewing the main witnesses 
and the subject of the investigation? 

Maybe none of this raises any con-
cerns for Democrats, but it should. The 
American people deserve to have the 
whole story. Congress and the public 
have a right to understand whether the 
fix was in from the very beginning. If 
so, then it must take steps to make 
sure it never happens again. 

Mr. President, I yield the floor. 
I suggest the absence of a quorum. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will call the roll. 
The legislative clerk proceeded to 

call the roll. 
Mr. GRASSLEY. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO WALLACE ‘‘WALLY’’ 
MATTISON 

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, 
Vermonters have a legacy of service 
unmatched in the Nation. While new 
generations carry on this tradition, we 
continue to owe so much to the brav-
ery of those men and women who 

served in the past. One of the members 
of this distinguished community is 
Wallace ‘‘Wally’’ Mattison, a native of 
Bennington, VT. Mr. Mattison served 
in the famed 29th Infantry Division, 
115th Regiment as a light machine gun-
ner. He fought on the frontlines in Nor-
mandy and throughout Europe from 
1943 to 1945, during which time he was 
wounded. His commitment unwavering, 
he returned to service after his recov-
ery. 

Our State and Nation have praised 
Mr. Mattison’s essential contributions, 
but the recognition of his service ex-
tends beyond our shores. Earlier this 
month, France, a country Mr. 
Mattision helped liberate from Nazi 
control, awarded him with their high-
est civil and military distinction: the 
Legion of Honor. With the receipt of 
this award, he joins an exclusive group 
that includes Dwight Eisenhower, 
Douglas MacArthur, and select others 
who have served and sacrificed on be-
half of the citizens of France. 

It is impossible to fully express the 
gratitude I feel for Mr. Mattison’s serv-
ice. Vermonters, Americans, and citi-
zens of the world owe him a debt that 
cannot be repaid with words or awards. 
We can, however, share these stories of 
bravery and sacrifice. That is why 
today I would like to pay tribute to 
Wallace ‘‘Wally’’ Mattison, and I ask 
unanimous consent that a Bennington 
Banner article highlighting his past 
service and recent receipt of the Le-
gion of Honor, entitled, ‘‘To us, you are 
a true hero,’’ be printed in the RECORD. 

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the 
RECORD, as follows: 
[From the Bennington Banner, Nov. 23, 2017. 

TO US, YOU ARE A TRUE HERO 
(By Derek Carson) 

For his service in France in World War II, 
Wallace ‘‘Wally’’ Mattison has been pre-
sented with France’s highest civil and mili-
tary distinction. 

Mattison, a resident of Pownal and native 
of Bennington, was honored on Wednesday 
by Valery Freland, the Consul General of 
France in Boston. The ceremony took place 
at the Vermont Veterans Home. Mattison 
was incorporated into the 29th infantry divi-
sion, 115th regiment in 1943, and served as a 
light machine gunner on the front lines of 
the Normandy invasion before participating 
in the Battles of Saint Lo and the Battle for 
Brest, during the latter of which he was shot 
while advancing on a German garrison. The 
bullet barely missed is spine. Upon his recov-
ery in 1945, he continued to serve, partici-
pating in the capture of several German cit-
ies. He later served as a captain and acting 
chief of the Bennington Police Department. 

Col. Al Faxon, chief operating officer of 
the Veterans Home, said that there had not 
been a Legion of Honor ceremony at the 
home during his tenure there, and he knew 
of no other recipients from Bennington. 
Freland said that Mattison was one of fewer 
than 10 Legion of Honor recipients this year 
in his district, which covers all of New Eng-
land. 

The French Legion of Honor was estab-
lished by Napoleon Bonaparte in 1802. 
Mattison was honored as a chevalier, or 
knight, of the order. American recipients of 
the honor include many who have served 

France or the ideals it upholds, including 
Dwight Eisenhower, Douglas MacArthur, and 
the U.S. Military Academy at West Point as 
an institution. Today, there are about 93,000 
members of the order around the world. 

‘‘It’s such an honor to have this ceremony 
in our home,’’ said Faxon. ‘‘Without our 
French allies, we probably would not have 
won the American Revolution . . . The 
French aided the colonists by providing mili-
tary personnel, armaments, and loans. King 
Louis XVI approved financial assistance to 
the American colonists only four days after 
Benjamin Franklin and his comrades re-
quested it. Could you imagine getting a bank 
loan in four days today?’’ 

‘‘If you see the king, tell him we said 
thank you,’’ joked Faxon to Freland. 

During the ceremony, Mattison was sur-
rounded by several generations of his family. 
At first, he was determined to keep a 
straight face throughout, but after hearing 
words of praise from Faxon, State Rep. Mary 
Morrissey, U.S. Sens. Patrick Leahy and 
Bernie Sanders, U.S. Rep. Peter Welch, and 
Gov. Phil Scott, he finally broke down and 
began to cry. ‘‘You people,’’ he said, ‘‘are too 
good to me.’’ When Faxon offered him the 
opportunity to say a few more words, 
Mattison declined. 

‘‘The Mattison family has a long and proud 
history of dedicated service,’’ said Morrissey. 
‘‘It was just several months ago that we were 
honoring Wally’s brother Erwin for his 60 
years of service with the Bennington Fire 
Department. Today we honor Wally, a purple 
heart recipient, for his brave and honorable 
World War II military service in France.’’ 

‘‘Wally’s service-above-self model is well- 
documented, both by his military service to 
our country and then for his 40 years of serv-
ice for our community, county, and state, as 
a police officer who rose through the ranks 
to become a captain and acting police chief,’’ 
she said. 

Morrissey also read the letters from Gov-
ernor and U.S. Congressional delegation, who 
she said all expressed their heartfelt regret 
that they were unable to attend. Leahy 
asked that a flag be flown over the U.S. Cap-
itol in Mattison’s honor: That flag was pre-
sented to Mattison, after being folded in the 
ceremonial fashion by Faxon and Lieutenant 
Junior Grade Daniel Tifft. 

Mattison will be honored by the Vermont 
State Legislature when it returns in Janu-
ary. 

Finally, the time came for Freland to 
present Mattison with the award. Flanked by 
the U.S. and French flags, the consul general 
quoted French President Emmanuel 
Macron’s words earlier this year, when he 
said, ‘‘It is a privilege to be speaking here 
before you today and I know who I owe that 
to. I owe it to all those who, a little over 70 
years ago, rose up against a barbaric regime 
which seized my country, France. I owe it to 
the nations who heard the cry of these re-
sistance fighters and who sent their children, 
from America, Africa, Oceania and Asia, to 
French shores to help. 

‘‘They did not all know what France was, 
but they knew that defeat for France also 
meant the defeat of the ideals that they 
shared, that they were proud of and for 
which they were willing to die. They knew 
that their freedom and their values depended 
on the freedom of other men and women liv-
ing thousands of kilometers from them.’’ 

After Freland had finished reciting the 
lengthy list of honors and awards Mattison 
had received throughout his military career, 
Mattison added, ‘‘I got a good conduct 
medal, too!’’ 

‘‘We remember the ultimate sacrifice made 
by so many of your comrades, who are now 
laid to rest in France,’’ said Freland to 
Mattison. ‘‘I know you are very modest, but 
to us, you are a true hero.’’ 
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TRIBUTE TO REIDUN NUQUIST 

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, the ques-
tion would be suitable for the game 
show ‘‘Jeopardy:’’ Name the oldest 
long-distance hiking trail in the United 
States. Answer: What is the Long 
Trail? 

The 272-mile trail that runs the spine 
of the Green Mountains in my home 
State of Vermont was built over the 
course of two decades, from 1910 to 
1930, and has provided countless hikers 
with spectacular climbs and remote 
camping in the decades that followed. 
No hiker’s pack would be complete on 
the journey without a small pocket ref-
erence book simply known as the Long 
Trail Guide, a bible of sorts for these 
backwoods adventurers. 

The guide was first published by the 
Green Mountain Club, the steward of 
the Long Trail, in 1917 and has since 
been revised 27 times. So when the club 
recently decided to chronicle 100 years 
of Long Trail Guide history to mark 
the anniversary, they turned to a very 
experienced hiker and a dedicated vol-
unteer to take on the job: Reidun 
Nuquist. 

I have had the pleasure of knowing 
Reidun and her husband, Andrew, for 
many years. They reside in my home-
town of Montpelier, and like so many 
other Vermonters, they share a deep 
respect and appreciation for the nat-
ural wonders that make Vermont such 
a special place to live. They also share 
a generosity of spirit, dedicating much 
of their spare time to preserving our 
natural habitat and helping maintain 
the Long Trail for generations to come. 

I was very pleased to read about 
Reidun’s latest effort in a recent edi-
tion of the Vermont publication Seven 
Days, and I ask unanimous consent 
that the article be printed in the 
RECORD. 

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the 
RECORD, as follows: 

REIDUN NUQUIST NAVIGATES A CENTURY OF 
LONG TRAIL GUIDES 
(By James Tabor) 

In November 1944, an American soldier 
fighting in Europe wrote this in a letter 
home: 

‘‘I keep a worn out 1935 edition of the 
Guide Book in my foot locker to always re-
mind me of what I’m fighting for.’’ 

That ‘‘Guide Book’’ just happened to be 
the Long Trail Guide, and the GI’s words 
hint at how important these little tomes 
have been over the years, in so many ways to 
so many people. The plural ‘‘tomes’’ is ap-
propriate here; while most people think of 
the guide as a book, there have been, in fact, 
28 versions, all published by the Green Moun-
tain Club, beginning with the first in 1917 
and culminating in this year’s Centennial 
Edition. 

As that homesick soldier’s note suggested, 
over the decades these volumes have 
achieved significance far beyond that of 
mere guidebooks, for two good reasons. One 
is that, as the number of weekenders who be-
come (or aspire to become) end-to-enders sig-
nifies, the Long Trail is not just a trail. Hik-
ing it is a coming-of-age accomplishment, a 
badge of honor, a bucket-list item, a family 
bonder and more. The other reason is that 

the inspiration, dedication and perspiration 
of the guides’ editors and contributors have 
resulted in the kind of quality that labors of 
love generally produce. 

Such longevity and excellence, the current 
GMC leadership realized, shouldn’t go 
unchronicled. 

‘‘With the 100th anniversary edition, it be-
came clear that the history of the guide had 
not been told and that this was the perfect 
opportunity to do so,’’ GMC executive direc-
tor Mike DeBonis said in a telephone inter-
view. 

That decision might have been simple, but 
finding an author was another story. Any 
candidate would have to be an expert and 
diligent researcher. ‘‘This would not be an 
easy book to research or to write,’’ DeBonis 
explained. ‘‘Because not all the backstory is 
written down in one place, it would require 
reading all the old guides, as well as finding 
and digging through archives and inter-
viewing past editors and contributors.’’ 

Another consideration: One little book 
about a lot of other little books could have 
significant yawner potential. The author of 
this little book would have to be creative. 

As it turned out, though, the perfect can-
didate was near at hand: Reidun Nuquist, a 
Norwegian-turned-Vermonter, devoted 
outdoorswoman and longtime GMC devotee. 
And she had long been a contributor to the 
Long Trail guides. 

Now 77, Nuquist immigrated to the U.S. in 
1963 after marrying Andrew Nuquist, a past 
GMC president. The couple moved to Mont-
pelier in 1970, and Reidun enjoyed a career as 
a librarian for the Vermont Historical Soci-
ety and the University of Vermont’s Bailey/ 
Howe Library. She and Andy have one son, a 
fiftysomething Bostonian who inherited his 
parents’ passion for the outdoors in general 
and hiking in particular. 

Nuquist’s own affinity for the Long Trail 
and the GMC produced, as DeBonis noted, ‘‘a 
tremendously strong connection to club his-
tory.’’ In addition to being a Long Trailer 
herself—one who has hiked the trail end to 
end—Nuquist has served as president of the 
GMC’s Montpelier chapter and spent more 
weekends than she can remember volun-
teering for grinding pick-and-shovel work on 
trail-maintenance crews. Frequent contribu-
tions to club newsletters and to the guide-
books—including a chapter in A Century in 
the Mountains: Celebrating Vermont’s Long 
Trail—demonstrated her gift for writing. 

And so, in May 2016, the GMC gave Nuquist 
the job of tackling the centennial retrospec-
tive. 

When reached by phone, Nuquist explained 
how to pronounce her first name: ‘‘Rye like 
in bread, dune like in sand.’’ If a voice can 
twinkle, hers did. A subsequent visit to her 
hillside home, with its neat woodpile and 
mustard-yellow doors, only reinforced that 
impression of buoyancy—all the more sur-
prising given that she’s currently battling 
serious illness. Ensconced in an easy chair, 
with a white knit cap and a shawl around her 
legs to ward off chill, Nuquist fielded ques-
tions with smiles and stamina for more than 
an hour. 

Asked how she approached the Long Trail 
project, Nuquist admitted, ‘‘I was delighted 
to be asked to do the book, but I did wonder 
how I was going to approach a retrospective 
of 28 separate guides. I knew this had to be 
more than a bibliographic project. It had to 
be interesting to general readers.’’ 

She paused and grinned. ‘‘I figured the way 
to do that was to write about people.’’ 

So she did—a very good thing for readers of 
A Century of Long Trail Guidebooks: A Ret-
rospective, published by the GMC in October. 
It’s short—just 90 pages—and the table of 
contents indicates that it’s much more than 
a ‘‘bibliographic project.’’ For starters, rath-

er than employing a predictable chrono-
logical progression, Nuquist divided the book 
into seven chapters that focus on the trail 
guides’ essential elements: origin, evolution, 
illustrations, hiker advice, trail descrip-
tions, maps and editors. 

Her writing of these chapters renders a 
book that could have been literary Xanax 
into one that’s alive with wit, irony and in-
sight. Some examples: 

The guidebook carried business advertise-
ments through 1940 but just for the Long 
Trail Lodge and state agencies, before they 
ceased altogether—something we may be 
grateful for. 

Some past advice may strike us as quaint 
or amusing . . . For fending off mosquitoes, 
a hiker could follow John Muir’s recipe for a 
repellent of ‘‘three parts of oil or pine tar, 
two parts of castor oil and one part of oil of 
pennyroyal.’’ 

Attentive readers were never shy about 
pointing out errors. The 1932 edition labeled 
two mountains as Vermont’s third highest, 
Mount Ellen (4,135 feet) and Camel’s Hump 
(4,093 feet). Theron Dean, having climbed 
both numerous times, was called on to ref-
eree. He awarded the distinction to Mount 
Ellen, intimating that the guidebook editors 
had been ‘‘in a slightly muddled condition 
after partaking of a church supper in Bur-
lington.’’ 

Like much of her own writing, Nuquist’s 
carefully chosen excerpts from the guides ac-
complish two key goals: leavening the pages 
with wry humor while delivering interesting, 
often fascinating information. 

[The] first guidebook was also a yearbook 
and as such holds valuable club history. In 
addition to lists of officers, trustees, and 
committee and section members, it included 
bylaws and GMC articles of association. The 
latter stipulated that the club was to ‘‘make 
trails and roads in the Vermont mountains, 
to erect camps and shelter houses therein, to 
publish maps and guide books thereof’’ [au-
thor’s emphasis]. The membership lists of 
local club sections (chapters) showed an im-
pressive number of women; of the Brandon 
Section’s thirty-one members, half were fe-
male. 

The 2nd (1920) guidebook had detailed ad-
vice on what to carry and how to carry— 
down to what to put in each pocket: ‘‘Left 
shirt: handkerchief, postals [postcards], 
notebook, pencil. Right shirt: guide-hook, 
money securely pinned in bag or envelope. 
Left trousers: matches in flat tin box, water-
proof. Right trousers: pocket knife, strong 
twine. Left hip: toilet paper. Fob pocket: 
compass on lanyard.’’ The only thing left for 
the hiker was to select the contents of the 
right hip pocket! 

Nuquist also quotes other writers—book 
authors, newsletter contributors, journal 
keepers, letter penners—liberally and to 
good advantage. Here, for example, is 
memoirist James Gordon Hindes describing 
his experience of overnighting with com-
panion John Eames at Frank Beane’s 
Hanksville farm one July. 

We slept in the same bed but could hardly 
see one another—a soft but prominent ridge 
of feathers billowed between us. Gawd, but it 
was hot! 

A bit further on, in a section devoted to 
hikers’ travails with shelter-gnawing porcu-
pines, Nuquist cites a verse from a 1989 Mar-
garet MacArthur folk song: 

They saw a lump of a beast all covered with 
spikes. 

Not what they expected to see on their hike. 
‘‘What’ll we do?’’ ‘‘Get the guide book from 

the pack. 
It says knock him on the nose with the back 

of the axe.’’ 
Over a century, a few people have been so 

important to the Long Trail’s evolution that 
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