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recognition of their perseverance, brav-
ery, and service to the United States. 

S. 2109 
At the request of Mr. CARPER, the 

name of the Senator from North Da-
kota (Ms. HEITKAMP) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 2109, a bill to count reve-
nues from military and veteran edu-
cation programs toward the limit on 
Federal revenues that certain propri-
etary institutions of higher education 
are allowed to receive for purposes of 
section 487 of the Higher Education Act 
of 1965, and for other purposes. 

S. 2127 
At the request of Ms. MURKOWSKI, the 

name of the Senator from Massachu-
setts (Ms. WARREN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 2127, a bill to award a 
Congressional Gold Medal, collectively, 
to the United States merchant mari-
ners of World War II, in recognition of 
their dedicated and vital service during 
World War II. 

S. 2135 
At the request of Mr. CORNYN, the 

names of the Senator from Tennessee 
(Mr. CORKER) and the Senator from 
Minnesota (Ms. KLOBUCHAR) were added 
as cosponsors of S. 2135, a bill to en-
force current law regarding the Na-
tional Instant Criminal Background 
Check System. 

S. 2141 
At the request of Mrs. GILLIBRAND, 

the name of the Senator from Indiana 
(Mr. DONNELLY) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 2141, a bill to amend title 10, 
United States Code, to reform proce-
dures for determinations on disposition 
of charges and the convening of courts- 
martial for certain offenses under the 
Uniform Code of Military Justice, and 
for other purposes. 

S. 2152 
At the request of Mr. HATCH, the 

names of the Senator from Arkansas 
(Mr. BOOZMAN) and the Senator from 
New York (Mrs. GILLIBRAND) were 
added as cosponsors of S. 2152, a bill to 
amend title 18, United States Code, to 
provide for assistance for victims of 
child pornography, and for other pur-
poses. 

S. 2163 
At the request of Mr. CRUZ, the name 

of the Senator from Oklahoma (Mr. 
LANKFORD) was added as a cosponsor of 
S. 2163, a bill to expand school choice 
in the District of Columbia. 

S. 2164 
At the request of Mr. KING, the 

names of the Senator from Minnesota 
(Ms. KLOBUCHAR) and the Senator from 
New Hampshire (Mrs. SHAHEEN) were 
added as cosponsors of S. 2164, a bill to 
amend the Congressional Budget Act of 
1974 respecting the scoring of preven-
tive health savings. 

S. RES. 139 
At the request of Mr. WYDEN, the 

names of the Senator from Hawaii (Ms. 
HIRONO) and the Senator from North 
Dakota (Ms. HEITKAMP) were added as 
cosponsors of S. Res. 139, a resolution 
condemning the Government of Iran’s 

state-sponsored persecution of its 
Baha’i minority and its continued vio-
lation of the International Covenants 
on Human Rights. 

S. RES. 150 
At the request of Mr. CASEY, the 

name of the Senator from Delaware 
(Mr. COONS) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. Res. 150, a resolution recognizing 
threats to freedom of the press and ex-
pression around the world and re-
affirming freedom of the press as a pri-
ority in efforts of the United States 
Government to promote democracy and 
good governance. 

f 

AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO 
MEET 

Mr. FLAKE. Mr. President, I have 8 
requests for committees to meet during 
today’s session of the Senate. They 
have the approval of the Majority and 
Minority leaders. 

Pursuant to rule XXVI, paragraph 
5(a), of the Standing Rules of the Sen-
ate, the following committees are au-
thorized to meet during today’s session 
of the Senate: 
COMMITTEE ON BANKING, HOUSING, AND URBAN 

AFFAIRS 
The Committee on Banking, Housing, 

and Urban Affairs is authorized to 
meet during the session of the Senate 
on Tuesday, December 5, 2017, at 10 
a.m. to conduct a hearing on S.2155 
‘‘The Economic Growth, Regulatory 
Relief and Consumer Act’’ and the 
nomination of Jerome H. Powell, of 
Maryland, to be Chairman of the Board 
of Governors of the Federal Reserve 
System. 

COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND NATURAL 
RESOURCES 

The Committee on Energy and Nat-
ural Resources is authorized to meet 
during the session of the Senate on 
Tuesday, December 5, 2017, at 10 a.m. in 
room SD–366 to conduct a hearing on 
the following nominations: Timothy R. 
Petty, of Indiana, to be an Assistant 
Secretary of the Interior, and Linda 
Capuano, of Texas, to be Administrator 
of the Energy Information Administra-
tion, Department of Energy. 

COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS 
The Committee on Foreign Relations 

is authorized to meet during the ses-
sion of the Senate on Tuesday, Decem-
ber 5, 2017, at 2:30 p.m. to conduct a 
business meeting and hearing on the 
following nominations: nominations of 
Eric M. Ueland, of Oregon, to be an 
Under Secretary (Management), and 
James Randolph Evans, of Georgia, to 
be Ambassador to Luxembourg, both of 
the Department of State. 

COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS 
The Committee on Foreign Relations 

is authorized to meet during the ses-
sion of the Senate on Tuesday, Decem-
ber 5, 2017, at 2:30 p.m. to conduct a 
hearing entitled ‘‘The President, Con-
gress, and Shared Authority’’. 

COMMITTEE ON HEALTH, EDUCATION, LABOR, 
AND PENSIONS 

The Committee on Health, Edu-
cation, Labor, and Pensions is author-

ized to meet during the session of the 
Senate on Tuesday, December 5, 2017, 
at 10 a.m. in room SD–430 to conduct a 
hearing entitled ‘‘The Cost of Prescrip-
tion Drugs: An examination of the Na-
tional Academies of Sciences, Engi-
neering, and Medicine Report ‘Making 
Medicines Affordable: A National Im-
perative’ ’’. 

COMMITTEE ON HEALTH, EDUCATION, LABOR, 
AND PENSIONS 

The Committee on Health, Edu-
cation, Labor, and Pensions is author-
ized to meet during the session of the 
Senate on Tuesday, December 5, 2017, 
at 10 a.m. in room SD–430 to conduct a 
hearing on the following nominations: 
Kenneth L. Marcus, of Virginia, to be 
Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, 
and Johnny Collett, of Kentucky, to be 
Assistant Secretary for Special Edu-
cation and Rehabilitative Services, 
both of the Department of Education, 
and Scott A. Mugno, of Pennsylvania, 
to be an Assistant Secretary, and Wil-
liam Beach, of Kansas, to be Commis-
sioner of Labor Statistics, both of the 
Department of Labor. 

SELECT COMMITTEE ON INTELLIGENCE 

The Select Committee on Intel-
ligence is authorized to meet during 
the session of the Senate on Tuesday, 
December 5, 2017, at 3 p.m., in room 
SH–219 to hold a closed hearing. 

SUBCOMMITTEE ON ENERGY 

The Subcommittee on Energy of the 
Committee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources is authorized to meet during 
the session of the Senate on Tuesday, 
December 5, 2017, at 10 a.m. to conduct 
a hearing. 

f 

PRIVILEGES OF THE FLOOR 

Mr. MERKLEY. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that my intern, 
Scott La Rochelle, be granted privi-
leges of the floor for the remainder of 
the day. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

MEASURE READ THE FIRST 
TIME—S. 2192 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
understand that there is a bill at the 
desk, and I ask for its first reading. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will read the bill by title for the 
first time. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

A bill (S. 2192) to strengthen border secu-
rity, increase resources for enforcement of 
immigration laws, and for other purposes. 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
now ask for a second reading and, in 
order to place the bill on the calendar 
under provisions of rule XIV, I object 
to my own request. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Objec-
tion is heard. 

The bill will be read for the second 
time on the next legislative day. 
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ORDERS FOR WEDNESDAY, 

DECEMBER 6, 2017 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that when the 
Senate completes its business today, it 
adjourn until 10 a.m., Wednesday, De-
cember 6; further, that following the 
prayer and pledge, the morning hour be 
deemed expired, the Journal of pro-
ceedings be approved to date, and the 
time for the two leaders be reserved for 
their use later in the day; finally, that 
following leader remarks, the Senate 
be in a period of morning business, 
with Senators permitted to speak 
therein for up to 10 minutes each. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

ORDER FOR ADJOURNMENT 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, if 
there is no further business to come be-
fore the Senate, I ask unanimous con-
sent that it stand adjourned under the 
previous order, following the remarks 
of our Democratic colleagues. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The Senator from Delaware. 
f 

CONFIRMATION OF KIRSTJEN 
NIELSEN 

Mr. CARPER. Mr. President, we just 
concluded a few minutes ago the con-
firmation of the President’s nominee 
for the next Secretary of the Depart-
ment of Homeland Security. 

As it turns out, the Presiding Officer 
is the chairman of the Committee on 
Homeland Security, which has jurisdic-
tion over the Department of Homeland 
Security. I have the privilege of being 
the immediate past chairman of the 
committee. The Presiding Officer and I 
have worked together on a wide range 
of issues that actually pertain to the 
jurisdiction of the Department of 
Homeland Security. 

I don’t want to speak out of turn, but 
I believe both the Presiding Officer, 
who is as well the chairman of the 
Committee on Homeland Security and 
Governmental Affairs, and I believe 
that one of the most important ingre-
dients of success of any organization— 
I don’t care whether it is a football 
team, a body such as the U.S. Senate, 
a hospital, a school, a State, a coun-
try—the key is always leadership. The 
key is leaders who are always inter-
ested in figuring out what is the right 
thing to do; people who believe in the 
Golden Rule, treating other people the 
way they want to be treated; and lead-
ers who focus on excellence in every-
thing they do. They surround them-
selves with the best people they can 
find. They embrace the idea that if a 
program or whatever is not perfect, 
let’s make it better. The best leaders 
with whom I have been privileged to 
serve are those who just don’t give up. 
When they are sure they are right, they 
just don’t give up. 

We have had a series of leaders, and 
I have been privileged to know every 

Secretary of the Department of Home-
land Security since the very beginning 
of time, when I served as Governor and 
when I served in the Congress. I served 
with the first Secretary we had and 
others who have succeeded him—most 
recently, John Kelly, retired Marine 
four-star general who came from his 
command in SOUTHCOM to become 
Secretary of Homeland Security. He is 
now at the White House serving as the 
Chief of Staff to the President. We are 
grateful to him for his service. 

Since he has moved on to that post, 
it has left a vacancy to lead the De-
partment of Homeland Security. I 
think Elaine Duke is filling in quite 
nicely as the Acting Secretary. She 
was previously Deputy Secretary of 
Homeland Security. Now that Kirstjen 
Nielsen has been confirmed, we will see 
whether Elaine Duke will step back 
and be the Deputy. I think a number of 
us hope that she will, but that is not 
our decision to make. 

The vote today in favor of Kirstjen 
Nielsen’s confirmation was, I believe, 
62 ayes and 37 nays. Every now and 
then, we have the opportunity to vote 
and it is a close call. Not all of our 
votes are easy; some are more difficult 
than others. But for a number of us, 
this was a close call. 

I think Kirstjen Nielsen is arguably 
bright. She is well-spoken. She has ap-
peared before our committee and taken 
any number of questions. She was 
asked and has answered hundreds of 
questions from committee members 
and questions for the record. She has 
been good enough to meet with me not 
once but twice. I said to her yesterday 
when we met that I think she is a per-
son with a good heart and good val-
ues—again, well-spoken and bright. 
She is especially strong with respect to 
cyber security. 

The real question mark for me—one 
of the question marks for me, among 
others—was, for someone who has at 
best only led organizations with maybe 
a couple dozen people to now be thrust 
into—or selected to serve in this posi-
tion, where she will be leading 240,000 
people at the Department of Homeland 
Security, spread out all over the world, 
is a daunting challenge. As someone 
who has been privileged to spend 23 
years of my life in the Navy as a naval 
flight officer, then as a treasurer, a 
Congressman, a Governor, a Senator, 
and I led the National Governors Asso-
ciation—for me, leading an organiza-
tion of that size would be daunting. I 
would expect that the same is true for 
Kirstjen Nielsen. 

John Kelly, who for 6 months was our 
Secretary, has a lot of confidence in 
her, and I have a lot of confidence in 
John Kelly. JOHN MCCAIN and I intro-
duced him as the ranking member and 
the chairman when General Kelly was 
nominated to be Secretary. JOHN 
MCCAIN sat on one side of the nominee, 
and I sat on the other. I think we have 
taken his recommendation to heart, 
and that was maybe the tie-breaker for 
some of us. 

When I spoke with Kirstjen yester-
day, we talked about her core values 
and what guides her in making deci-
sions. I think some of it is faith-based, 
which I find encouraging; the idea of 
treating other people the way we want 
to be treated; the willingness to wel-
come people to our home, our country, 
who are strangers. 

So we will see how it plays out. I 
think it is critically important that— 
just as I try to surround myself with 
people who have strength and fill in for 
my weaknesses, my hope is that is ex-
actly what will happen when she as-
sumes the responsibility to lead the 
Department of Homeland Security. 

So I would say to Kirstjen Nielsen: 
Congratulations on your confirmation, 
and we look forward to working with 
you, hopefully agreeing a lot more 
often than we disagree. Good luck and 
God bless. 

f 

REPUBLICAN TAX BILL 

Mr. CARPER. Next, Mr. President, I 
have a couple of charts here. I don’t 
know whether the Presiding Officer can 
see them from where he is sitting. I can 
barely see them from right here. 

The first chart we are going to take 
a look at deals with the—on this side 
over here, we have median household 
income for Americans since 1987. Over 
on this side, we have corporate profits 
in the billions of dollars. 

When we come back here to 1987, we 
look at the orange line here, and that 
is median household income in 2016 dol-
lars. The median household income in 
1987 was just a shade over $50,000. All of 
these years later, in 2017, it is just a 
little bit higher. It has gone up a little 
bit but not a whole lot—maybe close to 
$60,000, but I don’t know that it is any 
higher than that. It has gone up a little 
bit, really, over the last few years. 

The green line here on our chart is 
corporate profits. When we go back to 
1987, corporate profits were equal to 
about—it looks like $30,000 billion, and 
if I am not mistaken, that would be 
maybe $30 trillion. I hope I have that 
right. That was 1987. If you look at 
what has happened, it has gone up and 
down. This is during the great reces-
sion when we fell off the cliff and al-
most fell off the world. In 2007, 2008, we 
started to climb back out of it. Today, 
the corporate profits have roughly dou-
bled in this country since 1987—roughly 
doubled—while median household in-
come is growing a tiny bit but actually 
not that much. 

Let’s look at the next chart, and then 
I will not speak from the charts. I 
guess the lesson here again is that cor-
porate profits have gone up rather 
nicely. There were some ups and downs 
because of the great recession, but they 
are on an uptick now. 

This is a look at the national deficit 
and debt. I know the Presiding Officer 
has a great concern about this. 

I came to the House I guess in 1983. I 
had been State treasurer for a State 
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